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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  DECEMBER, 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand, 

The  General  Committee  met :  Present — Lord  Ashley,  Chair- 
man; Marquis  of  Blandford,  Henry  Roberts,  Esq.,  Major 
Little,  Rev.  S.  R.  Cattley,  Alexander  Gordon,  Esq.,  William 
Gregson,  Esq.,  and  Thomas  R.  Tweed,  Esq.  The  meeting  com- 
menced, as  usual,  with  prayer,  and  the  minutes  of  the  8th 
December  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Allotment  Agent's  Report  stated  that  the  allotments  at 
Chatham  are  in  a  very  satisfactory  state,  and  the  rents  have  all 
been  punctually  paid  up  to  Michaelmas,  with  the  exx^eption  of 
two  tenants,  who  will  pay  in  a  short  time. 

Winchmore  Hill. — These  allotments  are  also  going  on  very 
satisfEictorily,  and  the  rents  have  been  punctually  paid. 

Heme  Bay. — Most  of  the  rents  of  these  allotments  have  been 
paid  up  to  Michaelmas,  with  the  exception  of  about  six.  The 
rents  received  have  covered  the  rent  and  tithes  paid  to  the 
landlord,  and  leave  a  small  balance  in  hand. 

Cholesbury. — The  agent  littended  the  second  annual  meeting 
of  the  tenants,  all  of  whom  assembled  at  the  time  appointed,  and 
with  two  exceptions,  paid  their  rents.  The  agent  also  attended 
the  annual  meeting  and  rent  supper  of  the  Hadlow  tenants ; 
also  the  committee  of  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Association  on  the 
2nd  instant,  when  the  tenants  attended  to  sign  their  allotment 
eases. 

HO.  LVI.  B 


2  THE  labourer's  FRIEND. 

The  Sab^Conunittee  of  Dwellings  reported  that,  referring  to 
their  former  Reports  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  Tun- 
bridge  Wells  Association,  they  have  now  to  state,  that  as  it  is 
desirable  to  have  a  complete  set  of  model  cottages,  and  a 
lodging-house  for  agricultural  labourers,  which  will  supersede 
the  necessity  of  any  other  being  built  by  the  Society,  they 
have  resolved  on  recommending  to  the  General-Committee 
to  advance  to  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Association  ^50  per 
annum  for  eight  years,  such  advance  of  £400  to  be  made 
a  legal  charge  upon  the  property  at  Tunbridge  Wells,  and  to 
be  paid  off,  or  otherwise  adjusted,  at  the  termination  of  that 
period. 

The  Sub-Committee  further  report  that  they  are  proceeding 
as  rapidly  as  possible  in  clearing  off  the  old  tenants  on  the 
Streatham  Street  site,  and  although  they  have  met  with  con- 
siderable diflficulties,  they  have  succeeded  in  making  an 
arrangement  with  the  Committee  of  the  Ragged  School,  also 
with  Mr.  Bretton,  the  tenant  of  the  adjoining  premises,  upon 
which  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Report  of  the  Sub-Committee 
be  adopted,  and  the  recommendations  it  contains  be  acted 
upon. 

Letters  were  then  read  from  Sir  William  Colebrooke, 
Governor  of  Barbadoes,  Lord  Radstock,  the  Earl  of  Cavan,  Capt. 
Mason  ;  Revs.  Walter  de  Winton,  Kirby  Trimmer,  George 
Greaves,  W.  E.  Hoskins,  Dr.  Pacey,  Edward  Gover,  Charles 
Spencer  Stanhope ;  R.  Kellett  Long,  A.  Johnston,  J.  Colson, 
J.  C.  Morton,  G.  Johnston,  A.  Garderd,  E.  Parrott,  F.  L. 
Brown,  A.  Monro,  H.  Austin,  O.  Mosley,  P.  Cazenove,  C. 
Hardy,  T.  Batson,  J.  Borton,  R.  Bardy,  P.  Hughes,  and  J. 
Locke,  Esqs.,  &c. 

DOUBLE  COTTAGES  FOR  AGRICULTURAL  DISTRICTS.    No.  7. 

Amongst  the  numerous  applications  for  plans  of  cottages  adapted  to 
agricultural  districts,  there  have  been  suggestions  made  which  induce 
the  sub-committee  on  dwellings  to  believe  that  the  accompanying 
design  by  their  honorary  architect  will  be  an  acceptable  addition  to 
those  already  published  by  the  society ;  and  it  is  with  great  satisfaction 
they  anticipate  the  opportunity  of  referring,  ere  long,  to  so  accessible 
a  neighbourhood  as  that  of  Tunbridge  Wells,  for  examples  of  several 
pairs  of  cottages,  together  with  a  lodging  house  for  unmarried  agricul- 
tural labourers,  built  according  to  the  designs  which  have  been 
published  by  the  society. 
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THE   LABOURER'S  FRIEND. 


WORKING   MEN'S   PRIZE   ESSAYS  ON  THE 
SABBATH. 

A  MEETING  for  declaring  the  adjudication  and  the  distribution  of 
these  prizes  was  held  in  the  large  room,  Exeter  Hall,  on  Wednesday, 
the  27th  December,  and  we  consider  it  a  glorious  event  in  the  history 
of  this  country,  that  not  fewer  than  1045  pens  should  have  responded 
to  an  invitation  which  redounds  so  greatly  to  the  Christian  patriotism 
of  its  author,  John  Henderson,  Esq.,  of  Glasgow,  .who  offered  three 
prizes  of  25/.,  15/.,  and  10/.,  for  the  three  best  essays,  to  be  written 
by  working  men,  on  the  temporal  advantages  of  the  Sabbath. 

The  numerous  and  deeply  interested  audience  was  addressed  by  the 
chairman,  Lord  Ashley,  M.P.,  by  Sir  Edward  N.  Buxton,  Bart.,  M.P., 
by  the  Reverends  Edward  Bickersteth,  Mr.  Thomson,  Dr.  Cunning- 
ham, J.  A.  James,  J.  Jordan,  Dr.  Liefchild,  W.  W.  Champneys,  W. 
Brock,  and  J.  Sherman,  by  John  Henderson,  Esq.,  Thomas  Farmer, 
Esq.,  and  two  of  the  prizemen,  Mr.  Quinton  and  Mr.  John  Younger. 
The  three  principal  prizes  were  awarded  to  J.  A.  Quinton,  printer, 
Ipswich;  John  Younger,  shoemaker,  St.  Boswell's  Green;  and  David 
Farquhar,  mechanic,  18,  Nelson-street,  Dundee. 

Many  of  the  essayists  excited  a  great  deal  of  curiosity  by  their 
humble  but  intelligent  appearance.  The  name  of  Edward  Fisher, 
labourer,  was  received  with  much  applause.  Also  that  of  Peter 
Baynes,  an  old  sailor,  as  being  that  of  a  man  who  could  find  time 
and  opportunity  in  a  union  workhouse  to  write  an  essay  worthy  of  a 
prize ;  the  curiosity  in  this  case  was  heightened  by  his  appearing  in 
a  fustian  coat. 

In  perusing  the  names  and  occupations  of  the  80  individuals  who 
were  summoned  to  receive  their  rewards  on  this  most  gratifying  occa- 
sion, we  could  not  but  respond  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  when  contributing  to  the  list  of  additional 
prizes,  that  "  this  may  be  considered  the  most  hopeful  movement  of 
modern  times  on  behalf  of  the  Sabbath.'*  Nor  could  we  but  rejoice 
to  hear  the  noble  chairman,  in  his  closing  address,  gracefully  allude 
to  the  donation  of  ten  of  the  additional  prizes  of  51.  each  by  His 
Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  in  the  following  terms : — <<  I  have 
always  regarded  the  indications  of  improvement  among  the  working 
classes  with  the  greatest  interest;  but  when  I  see  them  come  forward 
with  zeal,  with  love,  with  knowledge,  and  with  fervour,  in  the  asser- 
tion, the  deep  and  conscientious  assertion,  of  this  high  and  holy 
principle,  it  affords  me  inexpressible  delight,  and  I  am  sure  that 
her  Majesty  and  her  Royal  Consort  quite  enter  into  all  those  feelings 
embraced  in  these  convictions.  I  am  quite  sure  that  they  will  recog- 
nise this  great  movement,  and  that  with  all  things  subordinate  to  the 
revealed  word,  in  these  days,  as  in  the  palmy  days  of  Jerusalem,  it 
will  be  found  *  that  piety  and  the  fear  of  God  are  the  glory  and  stabi- 
lity of  the  nation.' " 
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THE  ABERDEEN  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS. 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  directing  the  attention  of  oiir  readers  to 
a  valuable  and  interesting  account  of  these  schools  by  Alexander 
Thomson,  Esq.,  of  Banchory  House,  Aberdeen,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing description  of  this  very  important  experiment  is  taken  ;  and  it 
is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  we  learn,  that  after  an  experience  of 
more  than  six  years,  these  schools  have  succeeded  to  a  great  extent 
in  reclaiming  the  criminal  juvenile  population  of  Aberdeen,  as  well  as 
been  the  means  of  imparting  habits  of  industry  and  morality  to  many 
who,  in  all  probability,  would  otherwise  have  been  amongst  the  out- 
casts of  society : — 

The  plan  and  machinery  of  these  schools  are  so  simple,  and  yet  so 
effective,  that  they  are  suited  to  all  places ;  and  there  can  be  none 
where  the  requisite  means  are  wanting,  provided  there  be  '*  first  a 
willing  mind." 

In  June,  1841,  it  was  ascertained  that  there  were  in  Aberdeen  280 
children,  under  fourteen,  who  maintained  themselves  professedly  by 
begging,  but  partly  by  theft;  of  whom  seventy-seven  were  committed 
to  prison,  during  the  previous  twelve  months,  for  crime  of  one  kind 
or  other.  To  reclaim  them — to  put  their  feet,  as  it  were,  on  the 
first  step  in  the  path  of  usefulness — it  was  obvious  that  any  institu* 
tion  which  was  really  to  benefit  them,  must  provide  them  with  food — 
with  training  in  son\e  industrious  employment  —  and  instruction, 
especially  religions. 

The  principle,  on  which  the  Aberdeen  Industrial  Schools  are 
founded,  is  to  combine  all  these  three  objects  in  one  and  the  same 
institution ;  and  now  that  the  discovery  of  the  manner  of  doing  so  has 
been  made,  it  appears  so  simple  as  to  be  almost  no  discovery,  and 
yet,  so  far  as  known,  the  plan  had  not  before  been  devised,  nor 
carried  into  practice. 

The  simplest  mode  of  explaining  the  system  is  to  give  a  brief  nar- 
rative of  the  proceedings  in  Aberdeen. 

In  October,  1841,  a  small  subscription -^under  lOOL — was  collected 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  experiment.  Rooms  sufficiently  ex- 
tensive, but  of  the  humblest  description,  were  hired,  and  a  teacher 
engaged.  Notice  was  given  that  such  an  institution  existed,  and  that 
poor  children  who  chose  would  be  admitted  into  it  on  application,  up 
to  the  number  of  sixty — beyond  which  it  did  not  seem  prudent  to 
extend  the  institution  at  first — and  that  there  they  would  receive  food 
and  instruction,  and  be  employed  in  such  work  as  was  suited  to 
their  years. 

The  attendance  at  the  school  is  wholly  voluntary,  but  the  child 
who  is  absent  from  morning  hours,  receives  no  breakfast ;  absent 
from  the  forenoon  hours,  receives  no  dinner;  if  absent  from  the 
afternoon,  receives  no  supper;  and  infiuenced  by  these  attractions^ 
the  attendance  on  the  whole  is  excellent — better  thaa  at  an  ordinary, 
day  school. 
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The  general  arrangement  of  the  day  is  four  hours  of  lessons,  five 
hours  of  work,  and  three  substantial  meals* 

The  whole  produce  of  the  work  of  the  children  goes  towards 
defraying  the  expense  of  the  establishment,  thus  effecting  several 
important  purposes — ^reducing  the  expense  of  the  school^and  teaching 
the  children,  practically,  the  value  of  their  industry — in  procuring 
for  them  food  and  instruction,  and  fostering  in  them,  from  the  first, 
a  sound  principle  of  self-dependence ;  inasmuch  as  they  know,  from 
the  moment  of  their  entering  school,  that  they  give,  (or  pay,)  in 
return  for  their  food  and  education,  all  the  work  they  are  capable  of 
performing. 

The  amount  of  their  earnings  has  not  yet  equalled  the  expectations 
of  the  managers.  During  the.  third  year,  the  average  daily  attend- 
ance was  forty-five,  and  the  amount  of  earnings  I/.  4^.  per  head ; 
daring  the  fourth  year,  the  average  attendance  was  fifty*two,  and  the 
earnings  1/.  7$.  8|if.  per  head ;  and  for  the  fifth  year,  the  average 
attendance  has  been  forty-nine,  and  the  earnings  1/.  10^.  \d.  It 
proved  often  very  difficult  during  these  years  to  procure  profitable 
work,  and  yet,  small  as  the  amount  of  even  this  last  vear  may  appear, 
it  is  equal  io  one  half  the  expense  of  the  food  of  each  boy. 

The  meals  are  supplied  at  a  charge  of  about  2\d*  each  per  day. 

It  will  illustrate  the  class  of  children  benefited  by  this  school,  to 
give  the  ages  and  family  circumstances  of  the  sixty-nine  admitted  in 
the  third  year. 

Under  7  years  of  age         4 
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Orphans,  4 ;  motherless,  4 ;  fatherless,  36 ;  both  parents  alive,  25. 

Thus  of  the  sixty-nine  boys,  forty-five  were  from  eight  to  twelve 
years  of  age— precisely  the  period  when  teaching  and  training  are 
most  needfiil  for  those  who  must  support  themselves  in  after  life  by 
their  own  industry.  No  less  than  thirty-six  had  lost  their  fathers, 
while  only  four  had  lost  their  mothers.  Ought  not  this  to  teach  the 
public  the  duty  and  necessity  of  coming  promptly  and  effectually  to 
the  aid  of  the  widow,  to  enable  her  to  train  up  her  children,  so  that 
they  may  not  prove  a  torment  and  disgrace  to  her,  and  a  pest  to 
•ociety  ? 

Inquiry  into  the  twenty-five  cases,  where  both  parents  were  alive* 
showed,  that  in  some  the  father  had  deserted  his  family,  and  that  in 
others,  he  was  disabled  from  work. 

For  the  whole  of  this  year,  the  average  attendance  was  44|,  and 
the  earnings  £54  14t.  6|<^.,  or  £1  As,  for  each  ;  and  the  expenditure 
Jb'252  %s.  d<f.,  of  which  for  food,  £182  9s.^£5  12t.  It^.  for  each,  or, 
deducting  the  earnings,  £4  8s.  Id. 
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The  institution  does  not  profess  to  clothe  the  children^  but  by  the 
kindness  of  benevolent  persons  who  take  an  interest  in  the  school, 
there  is  generally  a  small  store  jf  old  clothes  on  hand,  from  which 
the  most  destitute  are  supplied. 

The  school  was  not  long  in  operation  before  its  results  began  to 
appear.  Those  who  were  in  the  habit  of  visiting  it  were  struck  by 
the  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the  pupils.  The  regular 
supply  of  wholesome  food  soon  told  on  their  bodily  frames,  and  the 
half-starved  vagrant  children  began  to  assume  the  aspect  of  healthy 
thriving  boys.  The  outward  moral  change  was  not  less  conspicuous; 
the  turbulent,  unruly  urchins  were,  in  a  wonderfully  short  time,  con- 
verted into  tolerably  quiet,  orderly  school-boys.  In  accomplishing 
this,  much  of  course  depended  on  the  teacher,  and  the  committee  of 
management  were  highly  fortunate  in  the  person  whom  they  selected 
for  the  important  office,  and  also  in  having  the  effective  assistance, 
from  first  to  last,  of  the  experienced  superintendent  of  the  House  of 
Refuge. 

The  good  effects  of  this  school  were  soon  visible  beyond  its  own 
precincts.  The  removal  of  so  many  youthful  beggars  from  the 
streets  of  the  city  could  not  fail  to  attract  notice,  and  the  city  police 
authorities  reported  a  perceptible  diminution  in  the  number  of  juvenile 
offenders. 

The  following  is  the  daily  routine  of  the  school : — The  scholars 
assemble  every  morning  at  seven  in  summer  and  eight  in  winter.  The 
school  is  opened  by  reading  the  Scriptures — praise  and  prayer-— and 
religious  instruction  suited  to  their  years ;  after  which  there  is  a  lesson 
in  geography,  or  the  more  ordinary  facts  of  natural  history,  taught 
by  means  of  maps  and  prints  distributed  along  the  walls  of  the  school- 
room ;  two  days  in  the  week  they  have  a  singing  lesson  ;  at  nine  they 
breakfast  on  porridge  and  milk,  and  have  half  an  hour  of  play ;  at 
ten  they  again  assemble  in  school,  and  are  employed  at  work  till  two. 
At  two  o'clock  they  dine ;  usually  on  broth,  with  coarse  wheaten 
bread,  but  occasionally  on  potatoes  and  ox-head  soup,  &c.  The 
diet  is  very  plain,  but  nutritious  and  abundant,  and  appears  to  suit 
the  tastes  of  the  pupils  completely.  It  is  a  pleasing  sight  to  see 
them  assembled,  with  their  youthful  appetites  sharpened  by  four 
hours'  work,  joining,  at  least  with  outward  decorum,  in  asking  God's 
blessing  on  toe  food  He  has  provided  for  them,  and  roost  promptly 
availing  themselves  of  the  signal  given  to  commence  their  dinner. 

From  dinner  till  three,  the  time  is  spent  in  exercise  or  recreation, 
occasionally  working  in  the  garden  ;  from  three  to  four,  they  work 
either  in  the  garden  or  in  the  work-room  ;  from  four  till  seven,  they 
are  instructed  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  At  seven  they 
have  supper  of  porridge  and  milk ;  and  after  short  religious  exercises, 
are  dismissed  to  their  homes  at  eight. 

On  Saturday,  they  do  not  return  to  school  after  dinner ;  and  oc- 
casionally, as  a  reward  of  good  behaviour,  they  accompany  the 
teacher  in  a  walk  to  the  country  or  the  sea  coast. 

On  Sunday,  they  assemble  at  half-past  eight  for  devotion  ;  break- 
fast at  nine ;  attend  worship  in  the  school-room,  after  which  they 
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dine,  and  return  home^  so  as,  if  possible,  to  go  with  their  parents  to 
church  in  the  afternoon. 

At  five  they  again  meet,  and  have  Sabbath  school  instruction  in 
Bible  and  Catechism  ;  at  seven,  supper ;  and  after  evening  worship  are 
dismissed. 

From  this  detail  it  will  be  seen  that  these  schools  differ  from  com- 
mon day-schools.  In  day-schools  neither  food  nor  employment  is 
provided^- teaching  only  is  proposed,  with  a  very  little  moral  training. 

The  principle  on  which  the  industrial  school  proceeds,  of  giving 
employment  along  with  instruction — especially  as  that  employment  is 
designed  at  the  same  time,  if  possible,  to  teach  a  trade  which  may  be 
afterwards  available,  appears  of  the  highest  value.  It  is  a  practical 
discipline — a  moral  training,  the  importance  of  which  cannot  be  over- 
estimated. 

In  a  common  school,  too,  there  can  be  but  little  moral  training, 
however  efficiently  the  school  may  be  conducted,  just  because  there 
is  little  opportunity  given  for  the  development  and  display  of  indi- 
vidual character.  The  whole  management  of  a  school  requires  that 
the  pupils  be  as  speedily  as  possible  brought  to  a  uniform  out- 
ward conduct,  and  thus  an  appearance  of  good  behaviour  and  pro- 
priety is  produced  within  the  school-room,  which  is  too  often  cast 
aside  and  forgotten  the  moment  the  pupils  pass  the  threshold.  The 
remark  was  once  made  by  an  experienced  teacher,  "  That,  for  the 
purposes  of  moral  training,  he  valued  more  the  time  he  spent  with 
his  pupils  at  their  games,  than  that  which  was  spent  in  the  school- 
room." 

The  whole  system  of  the  industrial  school  is  training ^  and  those 
who  have  watched  the  progress  of  a  new  pupil  can  never  fail  to  re- 
mark it. 

At  the  various  meals  and  during  his  various  industrial  employ- 
ments, he  is  taught,  practically,  many  a  moral  lesson  ;  he  is  trained 
to  respect  the  property,  the  persons,  and  the  feelings  of  his  comrades, 
and  being  constantly  under  the  eye  of  the  teacher,  every  improper 
act  is  noticed  and  checked,  whether  at  work,  at  lessons,  or  at  play. 

It  may  seem  a  very  trifling  matter,  and  yet  the  mere  circumstance 
of  a  boy  being  prevented  commencing  to  eat  his  food  the  moment 
he  reaches  it,  and  being  obliged  to  wait  quietly  till  grace  is  said  and 
the  signal  given,  and  that  three  times  every  day,  trains  him  gradually 
to  habits  of  self-restraint  and  self-denial,  which  must  have  a  beneficial 
effect  on  his  character  in  future  life. 

The  most  profitable  work  hitherto  tried  is  net-making,  and  were 
the  demand  only  great  enough,  this  work  would  nearly  render  the 
school  self-supporting,  for  very  young  boys  by  it  can  earn  one  penny 
per  hour.  As  it  is,  with  children  from  four  to  five  up  to  fourteen 
years  of  age,  the  work  averages  nearly  one  penny  farthing  per  day — 
t.  e.,  for  the  hours  they  work,  which  is  equal  to  one  half  of  the 
amount  paid  for  their  food. 

The  pecuniary  value  of  the  work  done,  however,  is  of  small  com- 
parative importance;  the  real  value  of  it  lies  in  imparting  to  the 
scholars  a  habit  of  steady,  persevering  industry,  perhaps  the  most 
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valuable  habit  which  can  be  implanted  either  in  rich  or  poor.   What 
eyer  be  a  man's  station  in  life,  whether  he  have  to  work  with  his  head 
or  with  his  hands,  without  this  habit  he  can  never  excel. 

The  children  of  these  schools  having  in  general  no  example  of 
industry  shown  to  them  at  home,  it  is  a  new  thing,  a  new  idea  to 
them,  and  here  lay  one  great  difficulty  at  the  outset ;  it  seemed  im- 
possible to  get  them  to  persevere  in  their  work.  By  degrees,  how- 
ever, the  teacher  prevailed,  and  sooner,  perhaps,  than  could  have  been 
expected ;  work  became  a  pleasure  rather  than  a  penance ;  and  now, 
when  two  or  three  new  scholars  are  admitted,  however  bad  their  pre- 
vious habits  may  have  been,  there  b  little  difficulty  in  managing 
them ;  they  soon  fall  in  with  the  established  order  of  the  school,  and 
quietly  learn  their  work. 

The  feeding  the  children  is  also  a  peculiar  feature  in  these  schools ; 
and  it  is  that  part  of  the  system,  the  value  of  which  is  most  dearly 
and  distinctly  appreciated  by  the  scholars,  and  perhaps  by  their 
parents.  It  is  not,  however,  by  any  means  a  necessary  part  of  the 
system.  Industrial  schools  for  a  higher  class  may  be  conducted  with 
all  efficiency,  without  food  being  furnished  to  the  scholars  ;  but  for  the 
class  for  whom  these  schoob  were  intended,  it  was  absolutely 
essential.  In  no  other  way  could  it  be  proved  to  them  that  there  was 
an  earnest  desire  to  promote  their  advantage.  They  wanted  food — it 
was  offered  to  them,  but  on  the  condition  that  they  should  take 
the  teaching  and  training  along  with  it ;  hence  the  rule  that  absence 
from  the  work  or  lessons  preceding  each  meal,  unless  for  sufficient 
cause,  forfeited  the  ensuing  meaL 

In  the  particulars  now  noticed,  these  schoob  diffetr  from  ordinary 
day-schools.  They  approach  to  the  Scottish  hospital  system  in  fur- 
nishing food,  but  they  differ  from  it  in  providing  neither  clothes  nor 
lodging. 

As  to  clothes,  it  may  be  worthy  of  serious  consideration  whether 
the  parochial  boards  ought  not  to  furnish  needful  clothing  for  the 
scholars.  There  are  objections  to  this,  but  certainly  there  are  many 
attending  these  schools  who  have  a  good  claim  in  law  for  this  assist- 
ance from  the  public. 

On  the  other  point,  that  of  furnishing  lodging,  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  The  whole  of  the  hospital  system  is  radically  bad ;  it  cannot 
be  improved — it  ought  to  be  abolished. 

Taken  from  want  and  penury,  children  are  placed  at  once  in  the 
midst  of  abundance — food,  clothing,  and  lodging,  of  the  best  descrip- 
tion, supplied  to  them  without  an  effort  on  their  parts.  Here  they 
are  kept  for  years,  carefully  taught  the  common  branches  of  educa- 
tion, and  then  turned  out  into  the  world  to  make  their  way  in  it  as 
best  they  can,  without  the  possibility  of  having  learned  a  single 
practical  lesson  fitted  to  enable  them  to  struggle  against  hardship 
and  privation. 

Family  ties  are  the  foundation  laid  by  the  Creator  himself  for  the 
good  order  of  society  ;  whatever  tends  to  break  them  up — to  separate 
children  from  their  parents — brothers  from  their  brothers  and  sisters— 
must,  as  a  general  rule,  be  evil. 
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The  question  of  lodging  uras  a  subject  of  much  consideration  when 
the  industrial  schools  were  first  opened.  It  was  said,  and  some  of 
the  managers  shared  in  the  feeling,  that  if  the  children  were  per- 
mitted to  return  home^  the  good  done  at  school  during  the  day  would 
be  all  undone  at  night;  that  the  polluting  influence  of  their  miserable 
homes  would  more  than  counteract  the  training  of  the  school ;  and 
it  is  probable,  that  if  funds  and  other  circumstances  had  perroitted« 
the  attempt  would  have  been  made  to  lodge  the  pupils.  Fortunately 
for  the  eause  of  Industrial  Schools,  it  was  impossible  to  make  the 
experiment,  and  the  result  of  about  six  years*  trial  proves  that  the 
cases  where  evil  results  from  the  children  returning  home  are  very 
rare,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  have  been  most  cheering  in- 
stances of  substantial  good  having  been  carried  by  the  child  from 
the  school  to  the  other  q^^mbers  of  the  family.  There  are  few 
parents,  especially  mothers, 'SO  abandoned  as  not  to  be  touched  by 
kindness  sho)vn  to  their  offspring.  It  is  the  direct  road  to  the 
ipother's  heart ;  show  kindness  to  her  childy  and  she  is  prepared  at 
once  to  second  your  efforts  on  its  behalf.  She  must  be  debased, 
indeed,  who  will  not  listen  to  her  child  repeating  its  text  from  the 
Bible,  or  singing  a  verse  of  its  infant  hymn  ;  and  by  this  means  the 
first  seeds  of  a  new  life  may  be,  and  have  been,  planted  in  the  parent's 
heart 

Cases  must  occur,  though  rarely,  where  the  parents  are  so  utterly 
depraved  that  they  value  their  offspring  only  for  the  sake  of  the 
wages  of  sin  which  they  may  daily  bring  them,  and  then  it  is  needful 
to  separate  them ;  but  it  is  not  needftd  to  shut  them  up  in  an  hospital 
on  this  account.  Let  them  still  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  family  by 
boarding  them  with  respectable  persons,  and  not  more  than  two  or 
three  in  one  house ;  and  the  same  plan  ought  to  be  followed  with 
orphan  and  deserted  children,  in  place  of  gathering  them  in  crowds 
into  poor's  houses.  Every  town  and  village  will  furnish  abundance 
of  suitable  parties,  thankful  to  receive  such  inmates. 

Such  are  some  of  the  principal  features  which  distinguish  the  In- 
dustrial School,  and  which  clearly  show  how  peculiarly  they  are 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  more  destitute  classes  of  children. 

The  success  which  had  attended  the  boys'  school  of  industry  soon 
led  to  the  establishment  of  a  school  for  girls  of  the  same  class  of 
society.  It  was  opened  on  the  dth  June,  1843,  with  only  three 
scholars,  and  gradually  increased  to  the  full  number  of  sixty,  this 
being  the  limit  to  which  by  the  small  amount  of  funds  at  the  disposal 
of  the  committee  it  was  necessarily  restricted.  The  destitution  of  the 
applicant  was  the  sole  ground  of  admission,  the  case  of  each  child 
being  carefully  investigated  by  one  or  more  of  the  committee  pre- 
vious to  admission,  and  those  who  appeared  to  be  most  in  need  of  the 
benefits  of  the  institution  were  selected. 

The  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  girls,  after  a  few  months* 
attendance  at  this  school,  was  even  more  striking  than  that  of  the 
boys. 

A  poor,  half-starved  outcast  girl,  trained  up  in  ignorance  and  filth, 
and  sin,  is  even  a  more  painful  and  a  more  degrading  sight  than  a  boy 
of  the  same  description.     She  seems  to  have  fallen,  or  to  have  been 
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forced,  iDto  a  state  ftirther  below  her  right  place  io  the  world  than 
the  boy  ;  and  yet,  owing  to  her  more  plastic  nature^  it  is  easier  to  raise 
her  up  again.  The  girb'  school  does  not  profess  to  clothe  the  girls, 
but  much  more  is  done  in  this  way  than  with  the  boys,  and  what  is 
absolutely  necessary  is  supplied. 

The  female  school  is  thus  conducted  as  nearly  as  possible  on  the 
same  plan  and  principles  as  the  boys' — viz.,  by  combining  food  and 
training  and  teaching  into  one  system.  The  girls'  work  is,  from  its 
nature,  less  remuneratiye  than  the  boys,  and  defrays  a  less  portion  of 
the  necessary  expense ;  still,  other  expenses  are  smaller,  and,  on  the 
whole,  the  cost  of  a  girl  at  the  industrial  school  is  nearly  one  pound 
a-year  less  than  that  of  a  boy. 

After  these  two  schools  had  been  for  some  time  established,  it 
became  evident  that  they  were  not  adequate  to  accomplish  all  that 
was  requisite  for  the  outcast  population  of  Aberdeen. 

Another  institution,  in  some  respects  of  a  lower  grade,  was  required, 
and  the  same  untiring  activity  which  had  devised  and  carried  out 
the  original  industrial  schools  had  now  the  honour  of  projecting  the 
necessary  addition  to  them. 

The  parties  for  whom  the  new  institution  was  required  were  chiU 
dren  who  either  lived  by  petty  depredations  on  the  public,  or  those 
who,  though  not  committing  any  positive  crime,  supported  them- 
selves as  beggars,  and  thus  prepared  themselves  for  a  life  of  misery 
and  crime. 

The  object  proposed  by  this  new  school  was  to  put  an  end  to 
juvenile  mendicity,  by  at  once  laying  hold  of  the  whole  of  the 
offenders,  under  authority  of  the  Police  Act,  and  providing  them 
with  food  and  instruction.  When  the  plan  was  fully  explained  to 
the  police  authorities,  they  most  judiciously  agreed  to  pay  from  their 
funds,  the  expense  of  the  teachers  for  a  time,  until  the  experiment 
should  be  fairly  tried.  The  managers  of  the  soup  kitchen  gave  the 
use  of  their  premises  gratis,  and  the  great  moral  experiment  was  com- 
menced with  only  four  pounds  sterling  of  money  collected. 

Instructions  were  given  to  the  police,  on  the  19th  May,  1845,  to 
convey  every  child  found  begging  to  the  soup  kitchen ;  and,  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  seventy-five  were  collected,  of  whom  four  only 
could  read.  The  scene  which  ensued  is  indescribable.  Confusion 
and  uproar,  quarrelling  and  fighting,  language  of  the  most  hateful 
description,  and  the  most  determined  rebellion  against  everything 
like  order  and  regularity,  gave  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  under- 
taking of  taming  them,  the  hardest  day's  work  they  had  ever  en- 
countered in  their  lives.  Still,  they  so  far  prevailed,  that,  by  evening, 
their  authority  was  comparatively  established.  When  dismissed,  they 
were  invited  to  return  next  day — informed  that,  of  course,  they  could 
do  so  or  not  as  they  pleased,  and  that,  if  they  did,  they  should  be  fed 
and  instructed,  but  that,  whether  they  came  or  not,  begging  would 
not  be  tolerated.  Next  day,  the  greater  part  returned  I  The  mana- 
gers felt  that  they  had  triumphed,  and  that  a  great  field  of  moral 
usefulness  was  now  secured  to  them. 

The  class  who  were  brought  to  this  school  were  far  below  those  who 
attend  tiM  other  two  instiUitioiw— low^  as  they  appeared  to  bOy  when 
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the  schools  were  first  opened ;  and  the  scenes  of  filth,  disease,  and 
misery,  exhibited  even  in  the  school  itself,  was  such  as  would  speedily 
have  driven  from  the  work  all  merely  sentimental  philanthropists. 
Those  who  undertaice  this  work  must  have  sound  strong  principle  to 
influence  them,  else  they  will  soon  turn  from  it  in  disgust. 

Th^  school  went  on  prosperously  ;  it  soon  excited  public  interest ; 
funds  flowed  in  ;  and,  what  is  most  gratifying,  the  working  classes 
took  a  lively  interest  in  it ;  and  while  the  wealthier  inhabitants  of 
Aberdeen  contributed  during  the  year  about  150/.  for  its  support, 
the  working  men  collected,  and  handed  over  to  the  committee,  no 
less  than  250/. 

Very  few  children  in  attendance  at  the  industrial  schools  have  been 
convicted  of  any  offence.  The  regularity  of  attendance  is  owing  to 
the  children  receiving  their  food  in  the  school,  and  the  school  hours 
being  from  seven  in  the  morning  till  .seven  at  nighty  there  is  little 
opportunity  for  the  commission  of  crime. 

The  value  of  work  done  in  this  school  is  very  small,  as  might  be 
expected.  The  teachers  being  paid  by  the  police,  and  the  premises 
given  gratis  by  the  managers  of  the  soup  kitchen,  there  is  little  ex- 
pense, except  for  food  and  for  clothing,  of  which  a  certain  supply  is 
required  for  common  decency.  Taking  the  average  attendance  for 
the  year  at  fifty-seven,  the  expense  of  each  child  is  about  4/.  a-year. 

The  experience  acquired  in  these  scboob,  and  the  connexion  which 
most  of  the  managers  had  with  the  criminal  courts  of  the  city,  led  to 
the  opening  of  a  fourth  institution-^the  Child's  Asylum.  Acting  from 
day  to  day  as  judges,  these  gentlemen  had  occasionally  cases  brought 
before  them,  which  gave  them  extreme  pain.  Children,  nay,  infants, 
were  brought  up  on  criminal  charges^-the  facts  alleged  against  them 
were  incontestably  proved,  and  yet,  in  a  moral  sense,  they  could 
scarcely  be  held  guiUy;  because,  in  truth,  they  did  not  know  that 
they  had  done  wrong. 

There  were,  however,  great  practical  difficulties  in  the  way^  which 
could  only  be  got  over  indirectly.  The  magistrate  could  adjourn 
the  case,  directing  the  child  to  be  cared  for  in  the  meantime,  and 
inquiry  could  be  made  as  to  his  family  and  relations,  as  to  his  cha- 
racter, and  the  prospect  of  his  doing  better  in  future  ;  and  he  could 
either  be  restored  to  his  relations,  or  boarded  in  the  House  of  Refuge, 
or  with  a  family,  and  placed  at  one  or  other  of  the  industrial  schools; 
the  charge  of  crime  still  remaining  against  him  to  be  made  use  of  at 
once  if  he  deserted  school  and  returned  to  evil  courses. 

The  great  advantage  sought  here  was  to  avoid  stamping  the  child 
for  life  with  the  character  of  a  convicted  felon  before  he  deserved  it. 
Once  thus  brand  a  child  in  this  country,  and  it  is  all  but  impossible 
for  him  ever,  by  future  good  conduct,  to  efiace  the  mark.  How 
careful  ought  the  law  and  those  who  administer  it  to  be,  not  rashly 
to  impress  this  stigma  on  the  neglected  child  I 

The  **  Child's  Asylum"  was  opened  on  4th  December,  1840,  and 
as  a  proof  of  the  efficiency  of  the  industrial  schools  in  checking  juve- 
nile vagrancy  and  delinquency,  it  may  be  noticed  that  nearly  a  week 
elapsed  before  a  child  was  brought  to  the  Asylum.  When  a  child  is 
apprehended  by  the  police  for  begging,  or  other  petty  delinquency, 
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he  is  conveyed  to  this  institution,  and  his  case  is  inyestigated— for 
which  purpose  the  committee  meets  daily.  If  the  child  be  of  destitute 
parents,  he  is  sent  to  one  of  the  industrial  schools.  If  the  child  of  a 
worthless,  but  not  needy,  parent,  efforts  are  made  to  induce  the  parent 
to  fulfil  his  duty,  and  exercise  his  authority  in  restraining  the  evil 
habits  of  the  child,  by  sending  htm  to  school,  or  otherwise  removing 
him  out  of  the  way  of  temptation. 

From  4th  December  up  to  18th  March,  47  cases,  several  of  them 
more  than  once,  liad  been  brought  up  and  carefully  inquired  into. 
Most  of  them  were  disposed  of  in  the  manner  now  stated  ;  but  a  few 
were  either  claimed  by,  or  remitted  to,  the  procurator  fiscal  as 
proper  objects  of  punishment. 

It  is  premature  to  say  much  of  an  institution  which  has  existed  for 
so  short  a  time ;  but  if  the  principle  on  which  it  is  founded  be  as 
correct  and  sound  as  it  appears,  it  must  prosper  and  do  good.  There 
is,  however,  one  great  practical  difficulty  which  can  only  be  removed 
by  legislative  enactment — ^there  is  no  power  at  present  to  detain  the 
children  in  the  Asylum,  or  to  force  them  to  attend  the  schools  to 
which  they  have  been  sent. 

Such  has  been  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  four  industrial  schools 
in  Aberdeen,  including,  as  one  of  them,  the  Child's  Asylum. 

All  the  schools  are  on  the  most  catholic  basis,  the  only  quali- 
fication for  membership  being  a  subscription  of  a  few  shillings  a-year; 
and  the  doors  are  open  to  all  who  require  admission,  without  dis- 
tinction of  sect  or  party. 

The  experience,  then,  of  Aberdeen  appears  to  demonstrate  the 
possibility  of  reclaiming  even  the  most  abject  and  depraved  of  our 
juvenile  population  at  a  very  moderate  expense.  The  schools  have 
been  so  long  in  operation^  that,  if  there  had  been  anything  erroneous 
in  the  principles  or  the  management  of  them,  it  must  ere  now  have 
appeared  ;  and  if  all  the  results  have  been  encouraging,  why  should 
not  the  system  be  extended  and  established  in  other  places  ?  There 
is  nothing  in  it  which  may  not  easily  be  copied  in  any  town  or  village 
of  our  land  where  it  is  required. 

Those  who  desire  to  establish  similar  schools,  will  find  the  practical 
hints  at  the  close  of  Mr.  Thomson's  pamphlet  most  valuable. 


OPENING  OF  THE  MODEL  LODGING-HOUSE  IN 
LOW  GREEN  STREET,  GLASGOW. 

A  MEETING,  convened  by  the  directors  of  the  Glasgow  Association 
for  Establishing  Lodging-houses  for  the  Working  Classes,  was  held 
lately  in  the  new  lodging-house.  Low  Green-street  (between  St. 
Andrew's  Episcopal  Church  and  Charlotte-street),  preparatory  to  the 
opening  of  the  establishment  to  the  public.  Before  eight  o'clock, 
about  70  gentlemen  were  assembled,  who  were  shown  over  the  pre- 
mises by  the  directors  and  Mr.  Wilson,  the  architect,  and  the  various 
arrangements  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  lodgers  pointed 
out  and  described.  Afterwards  those  present  partook  of  a  service  of 
tea  and  coffee,  with  the  usual  accompaniments    the  Lord  Provost  in 
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the  chair.  A  report  was  then  read  by  Mr.  WUliam  Bomi,  the 
secretary ;  and  James  WaUon,  Esq.,  explained  the  objects  of  the 
establishment.  Addresses  were  afterwards  deliyered,  and  resoladons 
moved,  by  Sheriff  Bell  and  other  gentlemen. 

We  have  repeatedly  noticed  the  transactions  of  the  Lodging-house 
Associatioo,  originated  with  the  purpose  of  improving  the  character 
of  lodging-houses,  by  showing  practically  the  kind  of  lodgings  that 
might  be  provided  at  a  cheap  rate.  The  association  opened 
a  second  model  lodging-house  in  Low  Green-street  The  house  was 
opened  for  inspection  to  a  number  of  gentlemen  who  are  members  of 
the  association,  or  who  take  an  interest  in  sanitary  matters,  and 
several  statements  were  made  by  the  promoters  of  the  society.  The 
first  house  was  opened  some  time  since  in  Mitchell-street  It  has, 
according  to  the  report  read,  had  21,000  lodgers;  not  diffe- 
rent individuab,  but  that  number  of  beds  paid  for.  The  proceeds 
have  been  almost  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure  and  the  interest 
on  the  outlay,  although  the  latter  was  considerable.  The  deficit  we 
understand  to  be  under  50/.,  and  even  that  originates  in  the  limited 
nature  of  the  accommodation,  and  the  disbursements  in  fittings,  which 
were  340/.  17 s,  9d,  The  accommodation  of  Mitchell»street  b  only 
for  from  50  to  60  lodgers.  It  has  been  always  full,  and  Mr.  Watson, 
who  is  convener  of  the  committee,  stated  that  it  had  been  free  from 
disease,  and  they  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  immorality  or  crime 
amongst  the  lodgers  in  a  single  instance.  The  Low  Green-street 
lodging-house  can  accommodate  184  persons,  in  122  beds— of  which 
twelve  are  double,  for  families.  The  beds  are  plainly  fitted  up,  and 
resemble  closely  the  plan  on  which  the  berths  of  steamers  are  fitted, 
with  this  essential  difference,  that  each  bed  occupies  an  apartment, 
small,  but  divided  and  closed  in  from  the  other  apartments.  There 
are  different  classes,  charged  respectively,  Sd.,  4^.,  5c/.,  and  Sd.  per 
night,  or  by  the  week,  U,  6d!.,  2#.,  2«.  6^.,  3s.;  but  this  charge  in- 
cludes the  use  of  a  large  room  during  the  day^  of  which  there  are 
three,  one  for  unmarried  men,  capable  of  containing  100  persons,  a 
smaller  room  for  females,  and  another  for  families. 

The  charge  also  includes  fuel,  and  all  the  means  of  preparing  food, 
or  washing.  The  sleeping  apartments  are  fitted  with  water-closets 
and  baths.  The  association  obtained  subscriptions  amounting  to 
2208^  16#.,  of  which  there  has  been  paid  the  sum  of  2048/.  J6«., 
and  expended  in  Mitchell-street  and  Low  Green-street ;  in  the  latter 
case  the  property  has  been  purchased;  2168/.  ]6s.  The  society, 
although  therefore  only  commencing  operations,  has  a  small  balance 
of  debt 

The  police  reckon  the  number  of  lodgers  in  Glasgow  at  50,000, 
and  they  say,  that  if  the  police  regulations  regarding  the  accommo- 
dation for  lodgers  were  enforced,  there  would  be  5000  persons  turned 
out  nightly  into  the  streets.  Accommodation  requires  to  be  found, 
therefore,  for  6000  persons  in  these  new  lodging-houses,  before  the 
old  can  be  Improved.  The  two  houses  already  in  existence  will 
lodge  200  individuals,  or  nearly.  The  deficit  is  thtts,-«*4ieoommoda- 
tion  for  4600  pvtsoiie  I 
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PHILANTHROPIC  SOCIETY. 

Wb  learn  that  this  society,  which  has  been  formerly  located  in 
St.  George's-fields,  the  objects  of  which  have  been  long  known,  fVom 
its  successful  efforts  in  reforming  criminal  and  vagrant  children,  has 
recently  purchased  abont  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  ground, 
at  Potter's  Bar,  near  Barnet,  to  which  the  institution  will  be  removed. 
The  Colonic  Agricole  de  Mettrai,  and  the  experience  of  the  Bridge- 
worth  Union  School,  have  furnished  the  chief  suggestions  for  the  new 
plan.  The  industrial  training  is  to  be  extended  to  garden  and  field 
labour,  care  of  sheep,  cattle,  and  horses,  and  to  agricultural  pursuits 
generally.  An  important  feature  of  the  plan  is,  that  of  grouping  the 
boys  in  families,  as  at  Mettrai,  of  about  sixty  in  each  fkmily ;  each 
such  group  occupying  a  distinct  building,  a  distinct  field  of  labour, 
and  having  its  own  master,  mistress,  and  teacher.  Instead  of  a  palace, 
the  institution  will  consist  of  a  number  of  houses,  with  a  chapel  in  the 
centre,  each  house  being  appropriated  to  a  distinct  family.  It  it  pro- 
posed, as  soon  as  the  funds  will  permit,  to  provide  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  500  boys.  Her  Majesty  and  Prince  Albert  have  contributed 
100/.,  and  8051/.  have  already  been  subscribed.  The  outline  of  this 
plan  will  commend  itself  at  once  to  the  judgment  of  every  benevolent 
mind.  To  reclaim  and  prepare  youth,  so  far  as  may  be,  that  they  may 
become  industrious  and  useful,  either  in  the  colonies  or  at  home,  is 
wise,  prudent,  and  kind.  What  a  wide  field  for  schools  of  industry 
do  the  ccymmons  and  waste  land  throughout  the  country  present,  and 
how  much  of  kindness  would  there  not  be  in  using  reasonable  means 
of  constraint  in  turning  the  inmates  of  the  houses  of  correction,  and 
the  miserable  beings  who  are  tortured  with  profitless  labour  in  climb- 
ing the  treadmill,  to  trench  and  render  productive  that  which  is  now 
waste  and  useless  I  With  the  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
acres  of  waste  and  uncultivated  land,  more  or  less  of  which  is  to  be 
found  in  every  county  in  the  three  kingdoms,  is  it  not  possible 
to  open  up  these  waste  fields  for  surplus  labour,  if  we  may  so 
speak,  where  productive  labour  might  be  supplied,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  to  every  able-bodied  applicant,  come  from  whence  he  might. 
It  a  price  which  experience  would  soon  discover  as  the  proper  rate, 
being  such  as  would  afibrd  no  temptation  to  continue  longer  than 
employment  could  be  found  elsewhere  ?  Whether  this  should  be  at- 
tempted in  the  first  instance  through  the  noedium  of  benevolent  efforts, 
like  that  of  the  society  at  the  head  of  this  notice,  or  on  the  principle 
of  commercial  speculation,  might  be  matter  for  consideration,  as  in 
either  case  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  community. 


UNSOUND  STATE  OF  BENEFIT  SOCIETIES. 

Wk  have  lately  heard  of  two  painful  instances  in  which  benefit 
societies,  that  have  been  entered  upon  and  worked  with  great  integrity 
of  purpose  for  some  years,  have  been  found,  upon  an  examination  of 
their  state  by  an  experienced  actuary,  to  be  insolvent. 
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The  first  has  been  established  24  years,  and  numbers  141  members; 
the  stock  in  hand  and  invested  is  3518/.  Is,  Id,  The  deficit  amounts 
to  8923/.  l8.  10(/.;  so  that  all  the  annuitants  and  the  old  members  will 
be  deprived  of  that  support  which  they  hoped  to  obtain  in  the  decline 
of  life.  It  is  peculiarly  hard  upon  them,  as  they  have  attained  an 
age  when  they  are  inadmissible  into  other  societies. 

The  other  case  is  a  smaller  society,  which  has  been  established  for 
seven  years,  and  has  37  members.  The  stock  in  hand  is  104/.  15«.  Ad,\ 
the  deficit  66/.  18^.  Zd. 

We  take  this  opportunity  of  saying,  that  we  shall  be  glad  to  afford 
any  facility  in  our  power  to  the  clergy,  gentry,  and  others  who  are 
interested  in  the  subject,  in  obtaining  for  them  a  professional  investi- 
gation of  the  state  of  any  benefit  societies  which  they  are  anxious  to 
serve. 


Donations  and  Subscriptions,  Jrom  the  31st  of  November,  to  the 
31st  of  December,  1848. 

*«*  Thoie  names  to  which  (D.)  is  preflzed  vt  Donatioos  i  all  oUiers  are  Annual  Sabsciiptions. 


M,  d. 

0  0 

5  0 

0  0 


Capt.  the  Hon.  Dudley  Pelham,  £. 

B.N 5 

Sir  J.  Panl,  Bart.,  Temple-bar  5 

Ci^t  Sir  Wm.  Denison,  B.E.  5 
J.  H.  H.  Foley,  Esq.,  M.P.    ...5     0     0 

C.  W.  Tabor,  Esq.,  Lothbury  5     0    0 

Sir  Walter  TreveUyan,  Bart. ...  3    2    0 
Lady  Caroline  Murray,  Bichmond  2    2    0 

Lady  Peyton,  Bicester  ...  2    2    0 

Ber.    A.    Fitzroy,    Falcenbam 

Magnay       2    2    0 

J.  Bates,  Esq.,  Portland-place  2    2    0 

J.  Labouchere,  Esq.,  Treasurer  2     2     0 
His    Excellency   Sir   WiUiam 

Colbroke     2    0    0 

Miss  Gibbon,  Stsjiton,  Glouces- 
tershire      ..,'       ...     (D.)  110 
E.  Thornton,  Stone-baildings  110 
W.  N.  Nicholson,  Mr.,  Newark- 

on-Trent     110 

N.  Bidges,  Esq.,  Bed  Lion-sq.  110 

Mrs.  Holt,  Dale-st.  Leamington  10    0 
Capt.  C.E.  Tennant,  per  Messrs 

Bobarto       10    0 

A.  Johnson,  Esq.,  Halesworth  110 

J.  Williams,  Esq.,  Biimcore  ...  1     1    0 
W.  Tweedy,  Esq.,  Truro       ...110 

Lady  Paul,  Temple-bar         ...  1     1     0 

J.M.Strachan,E8q.Teddington  110 


Bev.  B.  Burgess,  Chelsea      ... 

T.  Cockbum,  Esq.,  Boehamptou 

J.Angerstein,  Esq.,  Blackheath 

T.  J.  Laing,  Esq 

Thomar  Allan,  Esq.,  Old  Jewr^ 

Miyor  W.  Montague,  Streatbam 
Place,  Brixton        

B.  Jennings,  Esq.,  Portland  PI. 

E.  Jowett,  Esq.,  Pontefract,  per 
Mr.  Lucas 

J.  Tomlinson,  Esq.,  per  ditto... 

W.  Long,  Esq.,  Lansdowne  PI. 
East,  Bath 

W.  Everard,  Esq.,  Lynn     (D.) 

W.  F.  Hobbs.  Esq.,  Boxtell 
Lodge,  Colchester 

Misses  Holt,  Dale  Street,  Lea- 
mington        

J.  Lee,  Esq.,  Bedbrook 

J.  Lee,  Esq.,  Jun.,  Bedbrook... 

J.  B.  Pease,  Esq.,  Hull 

W.  H.  Buckle,  Esq.,  Ilfraoomb 


s.  d, 

1  0 

0  0 

1  0 
1  0 
0  0 


10    0 
110 


0  10 
0  10 

0  10 
0  10 


0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 


LODGING-HOUSE. 

Anonymous 15    0 

Bev.  H.  O.  Watkins 5    0 

A  Clergyman,  per  -^  Broderip, 

Esq 1    0 


0  10    0 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  JANUARY. 

Exeter  HaU,  Strand. 

The  General  Committee  met  on  Monday,  15th  January,  1849 : 
Present — Major  Little,  in  the  Chair ;  H.  Roberts,  Esq. ;  R.  B. 
Seeley,  Esq. ;  T.  R.  Tweed,  Esq. ;  E.  P.  Hathaway,  Esq. ;  A. 
Gordon,  Esq. ;  Rev.  S.  R.  Catley ;  and  Rev.  Dr.  Pacey,  Visitor. 

The  meeting  commenced  with  prayer,  and  the  minutes  of  the 
former  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Agreeably  to  a  resolution  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee, on  the  11th  of  August,  an  Address  to  the  Clergy,  Gentry, 
and  Middle  Classes  of  England  and  Wales  was  prepared,  and  now 
read  and  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  and  circulated 
under  the  direction  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings. 

The  Allotment  Agent  reported  that  he  had  inspected  the  allot- 
ments at  Heme  Bay,  and  with  the  exception  of  six  tenants  who 
bad  been  in  arrear  of  rent,  three  of  whom  had  been  subse- 
quently dismissed,  the  allotments  were  going  on  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

That  he  was  about  to  proceed  to  Leominster  to  appropriate 
ten  acres  of  glebe  land,  offered  by  the  Rev.  A.  Rogers,  for  which 
there  are  already  forty  applicants. 

NO.  LVIl.  c 
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That,  at  Hadlow,  a  field  of  ten  acres  is  provided  by  Sir  W.  R. 
P.  Geary,  Bart,  in  lieu  of  the  Albion  Garden  field,  which  Sir 
William  bad  been  obliged  by  circumstances  to  annex  to  an  ad- 
joining farm.  The  tenants  have  all  been  compensated  for  their 
loss  by  the  exchange,  but  still  they  would  have  rather  continued 
their  old  allotments. 

The  Sub-Committee  of  Dwellings  report  that  they  have  at 
length  settled  with  another  tenant  for  a  further  part  of  the 
Streatham-street  site. 

They  have  also  to  report  that  tenders  have  been  given  for  the 
erection  of  cottages  on  the  Society's  plans,  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Association  at  Tonbridge  Wells,  at  the  following  prices : — 

£     s.    d. 

A  pair,  No.  4  plan 219  13    6 

„      No.  5  plan 229  10     6 

„      No.  6  plan 245    0    0 

Lodging  House  for  Single  Labourers    274    0    0 

They  have  also  to  report  that  the  Hon.  Architect  has  prepared 
a  paper,  setting  forth  the  duties  of  the  Superintendent,  and  Rules 
for  the  Government  of  the  Lodging-House,  adapted  for  un- 
married workmed,  and  labourers  engaged  in  Agriculture,  Mines, 
Quarries,  &c. 

They  have  also  to  state  that  an  application  has  been  made  to 
Lord  Ashley,  the  Secretary  of  the  Scottish  Patriotic  Society, 
for  engravings  of  the  designs  for  Agricultural  Cottages,  pub- 
lished by  the  society,  with  a  view  to  their  appearance  in  the 
Magazine,  of  which  he  is  the  Editor ;  and  that  for  this  pu];pose, 
zinc  plates  of  Nos.  4,  5,  together  with  the  Lodging-house  for 
unmarried  workmen  and  labourers,  have  been  sent  to  him. 

The  Rev.  T.  A.  Steele's  plan  for  the  Social  Elevation  of  the 
Labouring  Classes,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Lord  John  Russell, 
was  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  and  a 
Sub-Committee  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Gordon,  Seeley, 
Hathaway,  Gregson,  and  Rev.  S.  R.  Catley,  to  consider  whether 
any  and  what  measures  could  be  adopted  upon  it 

Letters  were  read  from  the  Earl  of  Harrowby,  the  Revds.  H. 
Wilberforce,  —  Lloyd,  J.  Ridgeway,  S.  Phillips,  T.  Perrott,  J.  E. 
Webster,  W.  Edwards,  and  M.  T.  Farrer ;  also  from  John  Goring, 
W.  Everard,  N.  Stephens,  J.  C.  Mansel,  —  Edwards,  A.  Gordon, 
J.  Lock,  L.  Ostler,  M.  Parturins,  Esqrs.,  Monsieur  Vattuber, 
Berlm,  &c.  &c 
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ON  THE  STATE  AND  PROSPECTS  OF  THE 
LABOURING  CLASSES. 

•January,  1849. 

The  Committee  of  the  Society  for  the  L^provement  op 
THE  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes  feel  uawilliag  to 
allow  the  opening  of  a  new  year,  under  such  unparalleled  cir- 
cumstances as  the  present,  to  pass  over  without  oflfering  to  their 
subscribers,  and  the  gentry,  clergy,  and  middle  classes  of  England 
generally,  a  few  words  of  congratulation  and  of  caution. 

The  grounds  of  congratulation  will  be  obvious  to  every  one: — 
That  a  year  of  convulsions  to  Europe  generally,  should  have 
elapsed  in  England  almost  without  any  serious  alarm,  and  that 
this  general  tranquillity  should  have  been  preserved  during  the 
pressure  of  much  want  of  employment,  poverty,  and  privation, 
may  well  excite  a  feeling  of  gratitude,  and  lead  us  to  prize  more 
deeply  those  Institutions  which  have  thus  "weathered  the  storm;'* 
and,  above  all,  that  spirit  of  religion,  which,  even  partially  and 
imperfectly  diffused  as  it  is,  has  yet  shown  itself,  although  in 
weakness,  the  best  controller  of  national  perturbations. 

But  besides  these  general  grounds  of  thankfulness,  the  Com- 
mittee have  much  cause  to  congratulate  their  subscribers  on  the 
progress  made  in  their  own  more  immediate  work  in  the  course 
of  the  past  year.  Not  only  has  the  gracious  patronage  of  her 
Majesty  and  her  royal  Consort  encouraged  and  enabled  them  to 
commence  a  new  work  of  magnitude  and  importance — the  Model 
Lodging-House  for  Families,  which  will  shortly,  it  is  hoped,  rise 
from  the  ground  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  St  Giles's— but 
the  example  already  set  begins  to  be  extensively  followed. 
Within  the  last  few  months,  the  Committee  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  witnessing  efforts  of  a  kindred  nature,  and  most  of  them  con- 
fessedly in  imitation  of  those  carried  on  by  this  society,  made  or 
pUoned  in  several  populous  and  important  places. 

In  the  great  parish  of  St.  Anne's,  Soho,  the  rector  and  a  parochial 
committee  have  completed  and  opened  a  large  lodging-house,  in 
which  excellent  accommodation  is  provided  for  as  many  as  136 
persons  of  the  industrious  classes. 

Adjoining  to  this,  in  St  James's,  Westminster,  the  rector, 
^ith  a  parochial  committee,  is  employed  on  a  similar  under- 
taking. 

c2 
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At  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  model  lodging-houses  have  been 
opened,  and  further  efforts  in  the  same  direction  are  contem- 
plated. 

In  the  city  of  Bath,  a  similar  work  l^as  recently  been  under- 
taken by  the  clergy  and  a  local  committee,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  its  speedy  and  complete  accomplishment. 

At  Brighton,  a  lodging-house  for  the  working  classes  is  planned, 
and  njeasures  for  its  establishment  have  been  taken  by  several  of 
the  clergy. 

At  Macclesfield  the  same  object  is  engaging  the  attention  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  a  measure  of  this  kind  is  now  in  progress. 
Several  other  movements  of  the  same  description,  in  other  towns, 
are  in  various  stages  of  maturil}'. 

Nor  ought  we  to  forget — though  an  entirely  independent 
movement — the  recent  opening  of  the  Metropolitan  Buildings^ 
near  old  St.  Pancras  church,  in  which  excellent  lodgings  are 
provided  for  as  many  as  110  families  of  the  industrious  classes. 

Observing  all  these  efforts  of  benevolence,  commencing  nearly 
at  the  same  time,  the  Committee  feel  that  there  is  abundant 
ground  for  congratulation,  and  that  it  is  hardly  too  much  to 
hope  that,  at  no  very  distant  day,  the  wants  and  comforts  of  the 
town  labourers  throughout  England  may  be  generally,  or  even 
universally,  regarded  with  interest. 

Turning  to  the  agricultural  districts,  the  Committee  feel  that 
the  only  way  in  which  these  can  be  effectually  attended  to,  is  by 
the  active  co-operation  of  the  landed  proprietors,  the  clergy  and 
gentry,  in  the  important  work  of  raising  from  ignorance,  desti- 
tution, and  discontent,  a  large  proportion  of  the  labourers  of 
Great  Britain. 

With  this  view  the  Committee  are  happy  to  be  able  to 
state,  that  having  prepared  plans  and  specifications  for  several 
kinds  of  agricultural  cottages,  they  have  received,  since  the 
month  of  June  last,  no  fewer  than  184  applications  for  copies  of 
them ;  the  greater  part  of  which  applications  have  been  made 
i)y  gentlemen  who  avowed  their  intention  of  immediately 
beginning  to  raise,  in  their  respective  neighbourhoods,  better 
dwellings  for  the  agricultural  poor  than  those  which  have  hitherto 
been  so  common  in  our  villages.  The  Committee  have  also 
issued  a  plan  for  a  village  lodging-house,  a^lapted  for  immarried 
agricultural  labonrei's,  quarrj^-men,  and  miners;  and  they  have 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  in  various  places,  especially  at 
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Brampton  Park,  near  Huntingdon,  and  at  Tunbridgc  Wells,  this 
sort  of  dwelling  is  now  in  course  of  erection. 

The  Committee  also  receive  most  gratifying  accounts  of  the 
efforts  making,  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  to  improve  the 
dwellings  of  the  poor ;  among  the  foremost  of  which  they  must 
place  the  recent  erection  of  a  considerable  number  of  excellent 
cottages  at  Amptbili,  and  other  villages,  by  his  grace  tlie  Duke  of 
Bedford,  who  is  about  to  extend  the  same  system  of  improve- 
ment over  the  whole  of  his  large  property. 

Yet,  while  giving  utterance  to  these  congratulations,  the 
Conimittee  feel  compelled  to  add  some  words  of  caution.  They 
fear  that  certain  erroneous  notions,  which  have  long  been  preva- 
lent, are  still  entertained  in  many  quarters,  as  to  the  expediency 
and  propriety  of  all  or  any  such  attcmps  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  poor.  It  seems  still  to  be  thought  by  some,  that  to 
render  the  labouring  classes  comfortable  is  to  encourage  their 
increase — that  to  encourage  their  increase  leads  to  the  growth  of 
pauperism — and  that  pauperism  is  "  the  devouring  evil  which 
threatens  to  swallow  up  all  the  property  of  the  country." 

A  moment's  glance  at  the  statistics  of  the  present  century 
may  suffice  to  dissipate  some  of  these  illusions. 

The  }K)pulation  of  England  and  Wales,  in  1817,  was  11,34^,750; 
the  sum  expended  in  1817,  on  the  relief  of  the  poor,  was 
6,910,925/.  In  1847,  the  population  had  grown  to  at  least 
17,000,000;  but  the  sum  expended  on  the  relief  of  the  poor  in 
tliat  year  was  only  5,298,785/.  Thus,  in  1817,  the  pauperism 
of  the  kingdom  was  equal  to  a  levy  of  more  than  12^  on  each 
person  ;  in  1847,  it  did  not  amount  to  7.v.  on  each. 

In  1817,  a  sum  of  6,910,925/.  was  raised  on  rateable  pro- 
perty of  the  value  of  Fifty -two  Millions.  In  1847,  the  sum  of 
5,298,785t  was  raised  on  property  valued  at  Sixty-seven  Millions, 
Thus,  in  1817,  the  rateable  property  of  the  country  had  to  bear 
a  levy  of  2s.  8c/.  in  the  pound,  while  in  1847  that  levy  was  re- 
duced to  \s.  Id. 

Hence,  whatever  allowance  wc  may  make  for  the  stricter 
administration  of  the  poor-law,  or  for  the  reduced  price  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  these  few  figures  will  show  how  ungrounded 
is  the  alarm  entertained  by  some — that  pauperism  is  an  ever- 
increasing  evil,  which  must  sooner  or  later  swallow  up  all  pro- 

p«rty. 

To  take  a  contrary  view ;  is  it  not  a  striking  fact,  that  a  pro- 
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perty-tax  of  only  Id.  in  the  pound  yielded,  in  1847,  more  money 
than  was  expended  on  the  toliole  pauperism  of  England  and 
Wales! 

These  few  facts  are  ^  adduced  solely  to  quiet  alarm,  and  to 
restore  confidence.  The  Committee  feel  assured  that  nothing  is 
BOW  wanted  to  raise  the  English  labourer,  generally,  to  a  position 
of  moderate  comfort,  so  far  as  his  physical  wants  are  concerned, 
but  an  increase  of  hope  and  confidence — hope  and  confidence  on 
the  part  of  the  employer  and  proprietor,  and  the  like  feeling  on 
the  part  of  the  labourer. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  a  sentiment  of  despair,  naturally  leading 
to  recklessness,  is  the  principal  cause  of  much  of  the  improvi- 
dence and  vice  still  prevalent  among  the  working  classes.  If  the 
labourer  is  not  only  poorly  fed  and  clothed,  and  wretchedly 
lodged,  but  sees,  also,  no  prospect  of  improvement,  even  in  the  vista 
of  years,  who  can  wonder  if  the  least  temptation,  either  to 
sensual  indulgence  or  to  reckless  engagements,  proves  too  much 
for  his  stability  ?  To  imbue  a  man  with  self-respect,  or  thought- 
fulness  for  the  future,  it  is  clearly  essential  that  hope  should 
brighten  the  prospect.  It  is  but  too  probable  that  most  of  the 
Improvident  marriages  which  occur  among  the  poor,  arise  from 
the  utter  absence  of  all  hope  that  marriage  shall  ever  be  any- 
thing else  than  improvident.  The  man  who  has  known  the 
comfort  of  a  decent  home,  and  can  look  forward  to  the  possession 
of  such  an  one,  will  not  be  very  likely  to  throw  himself  wilfiilly 
into  poverty  and  wretchedness. 

Hence,  it  may  be  safely  regarded  as  one  of  the  surest  safe- 
guards against  rash  and  imprudent  marriage,  to  give  the  young 
labourer  some  knowledge  of  the  comforts  of  a  respectable  home, 
and  to  afford  him  a  prospect  of  acquiring  such  for  himself,  by  the 
exercise  of  industry,  prudence,  and  frugality. 

The  Committee  will  not  fiuther  enter  into  details,  or  press 
their  convictions  with  undue  confidence.  But  they  may  surely 
beg,  without  blame,  the  attention  of  the  gentry  and  middle 
classes  to  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  to  the  vast  importance  of 
rendering  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  as  comfortable 
as  their  natural  position  will  allow.  Everywhere  the  spread  of 
knowledge  and  education  is  clothing  the  working  classes  with 
power.  That  power  they  have  used,  and  are  using,  in  various 
parts  of  Europe,  to  overthrow  those  whom  they  consider  to  have 
wronged  or  oppressed  them.     In  England,  happily,  there  exists 
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no  real  ground  for  such  complaints.  But  even  tbe  ordinary 
sujfferings  of  poverty,  if  not  soothed  by  sympathy,  and  alleviated 
by  the  hand  of  wealthy  benevolence,  may  be  sometimes  mistaken 
for  the  inflictions  of  injustice.  Hence,  the  divine  warning  and 
counsel  can  never  be  more  seasonably  applied  than  at  this 
moment :  "  The  poor  shall  never  cease  out  of  the  land ;  therefore 
I  command  thee^  saying,  Thou  shalt  open  thine  hand  wide  unto 
thy  brother,  to  thy  poor,  and  to  thy  needy  in  the  land." 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  would  add  a  few  words  on  their 
own  immediate  concerns.  The  work  entrusted  to  them  becomes 
daily  of  increasing  importance.  Their  correspondence  with  all. 
parts  of  England  rapidly  extends,  and  appeals  are  continually 
made  to  them  which  involve  an  increased  expenditure.  The 
principal  work,  too,  in  London — the  model  lodging-house  for 
families,  now  about  to  be  commenced,  will  require  an  expendi- 
ture of  at  least  SOOOf.,  while  little  more  than  5000/.  has  yet  been 
subscribed  for  that  purpose. 

On  every  ground,  therefore,  the  Committee  would  earnestly 
ask  for  new  and  enlarged  contributions.  No  other  Society,  they 
believe  it  may  safely  be  asserted,  devoting  itself  to  the  physical 
necessities  of  the  poor,  has  embarked  in  so  extensive  and  neces- 
sary an  undertaking  as  this  in  which  they  are  engaged.  They 
desire  to  do  something  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  whok 
labouring  population  of  the  kingdom ;  and  few  and  feeble  as 
their  efforts  have  yet  been,  they  still  find  encoiit'agement  to 
hope  that,  by  perseverance,  and  with  the  blessing  of  Him  "  who 
jodgeth.the  cause  of  the  poor  and  needy,"  even  this  great  work 
may,  in  a  measure,  be  accomplished. 

(Signed,  for  the  Committee)  Ashley, 

Chairman, 


MODEL  LODGING-HOUSES  IN  PARIS. 

The  President  of  tbe  French  Republic  is  making  efiforts  to  retain  his 
popularity.  He  has  just  presented  the  sum  of  50,000f.  (2000/.)  to 
the  society  established  for  the  construction  of  model  lodging- 
houses  for  the  operative  classes  in  each  of  the  arrondissements  of 
Paris. 
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NICHOLSON'S  IMPROVED  NEWARK  COOKING  GRATE 
FOR  COTTAGES. 

A  NOTICE  of  the  above  appeared  in  the  November  report,  the  last 
paragraph  of  which  should  be  read  thus  :  "  A  drawing  and  description 
of  this  stove  is  intended  to  be  given  in  a  future  Number,  and  one  of 
them  may  be  inspected  at  the  office  of  the  Society.*' 

An  examination  of  the  wood-cut  will  show  that  the  general  ar- 
rangement does  not  much  differ  from  that  usually  adopted,  but  the 
form  of  fire  is  very  economical,  whilst  the  minor  details  are  all  im- 
proved, and  the  fitting  is  of  a  plain  but  very  substantial  character. 

The  sectional  engraving  shows  the  peculiar  fire-back.  It  is  of  fire- 
lump  made  for  the  purpose,  and  supplied  as  part  of  each  stove.  The 
absence  of  the  usual  bottom-grate  will  be  noticed;  it  is  an  important 
feature,  as  it  causes  an  increased  radiation,  whilst  it  allows  for  proper 
heating  of  the  oven  and  boiler  by  Hues  constructed  in  the  usual 
manner.  The  bars  of  the  range  arc  upright,  and  rather  close  together. 
This  is  necessary  from  the  form  of  the  fire-back,  to  cause  the  small 
coal  or  cinders  to  be  consumed,  whilst  it  adds  much  to  the  cheerful 
appearance  of  the  fire.  The  fall-bar  is  conveniently  managed  to  fall 
both  ways,  either  over  the  fire  or  the  hearth ;  and  the  whole  of  the 
range-front  slides  in  grooves,  so  that  the  fire  can  be  let  out  in  an 
instant  by  simply  raising  it.  In  case  of  breakage  or  wearing  out, 
another  grate  to  fit  can  be  supplied  at  a  cost  of  about  two  shillings. 

The  other  peculiarities  are,  the  oven  door,  which  when  open  forms 
a  convenient  shelf;  the  boiler  cover,  which  fits  in  a  sunk  or  water- 
joint  ;  the  front,  so  filled  as  to  do  away  with  liability  of  breakage  from 
deposit  of  slate  ;  and  the  convenient  Hue-doors. 

The  engraving  is  to  a  scale  of  three-quarters  of  an  inch  to  a  foot, 
and  shows  the  grate  for  a  3  ft.  4in.  opening.  Price  at  Newark,  about 
two  guineas  ;  or  delivered  in  London,  or  most  of  the  large  towns 
having  direct  railway  communication,  for  Ss.  6d,  extra.  Or  Ranges 
are  prepared  on  a  similar  plan,  for  openings  varying  from  3  ft.  1  in, 
to  4  ft.  in  width. 

Boiler  taps  are  fitted  of  a  good  kind  at  5s,  6d,  extra. 
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Bed-room  grates^  suitable  fur  cottages,  are  made  with  the  same  sort 
of  fire,  and  are  arranged  so  as  to  require  no  chimney-piece,  as  they 
include  side  mouldings  and  mantel-shelf  of  iron.  They  have  narrow 
openings  into  the  chimney,  rendering  them  not  liable  to  smoke,  and 
an  open  hob-trivet  attached  to  the  top  bar.  They  are  sold  with  the 
brick  backs  at  from  81^^.  to  9d.  a  running  inch  in  width. — One  24  inches 
wide,  which  is  a  good  bed-room  size,  costs  16^.  A  school-room  or 
living-room  Bize,  36  inches  wide,  costs  27s. 


EAST  SOMERSET  LABOURER'S  FRIEND  SOCIETY. 

The  sixteenth  annual  meeting  of  this  excellent  society  was  held 
at  the  Guildhall,  Bath,  on  Wednesday,  the  Idth  of  December.  A 
numerous  company,  including  several  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the 
city  and  neighbourhood,  assembled  to  witness  the  exhibition  of  vege- 
tables from  the  field  gardens  connected  with  the  society,  and  to  hear 
from  Capt.  Scobell  and  other  labourers'  friends,  the  truly  valuable 
and  benevolent  character,  and  successful  working  of  the  allotment 
system.  The  show  of  vegetables  was  profuse,  covering  three  tables 
nearly  the  length  of  the  banquetting-room,  and  elicited  the  highest 
approbation. 

On  the  motion  of  Capt.'  L.  Lye,  seconded  by  Capt.  Scobell,  the 
Mayor  of  Bath  was  called  upon  to  preside. 

His  Worship,  in  taking  the  chair,  said  most  of  those  present  were 
probably  better  acquainted  with  the  usual  proceedings  at  these  meet- 
ings than  he  was  himself.  He  took  to  himself  blame — although  the 
pressure  of  public  and  private  business  might  be  his  excuse — that  he 
had  not  more  frequently  in  past  years  attended  the  meetings  of  the 
East  Somerset  Labourer's  Friend  Society.  He  trusted,  however,  that 
any  deficiency  or  short-coming  on  his  part  in  neglecting  to  take  a 
proper  interest  in  this  society,  in  times  past,  would  not  be  evinced 
by  him  on  the  present  occasion.  He  was  very  happy  to  take  the 
chair,  and  he  should  be  exceedingly  happy  to  mark  his  sense  of  the 
value  ot*  this  society  by  some  smallsubscription  to  its  aid  from  the 
Mayor's  fund.  He  should  also  avail  himself  of  the  present  time  for 
enrolling  his  name  as  an  annual  subscriber  to  the  society. 

Captain  Leigh  Lye,  as  hon.  secretary,  observed  that  it  became 
bis  duty  to  make  an  apology  for  the  report,  or  rather  for  the  absence 
of  a  report;  but  it  had  been  said  two  or  three  years  ago  by  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  a  distinguished  supporter  of  the  society,  that  the 
best  report  that  could  be  given  of  its  progress  and  value  was  shown 
in  the  specimens  upon  the  tables,  for  that  no  report  could  show 
the  field  garden  system  to  such  advantage  as  they  did.  He  (Capt. 
Lye)  was  glad  to  coincide  with  that  sentiment,  because  it  saved  him 
the  trouble  of  concocting  a  report,  and  because  if  he  had  the  ability 
<»f  all  the  men  in  Bath,  he  could  not  put  forth  one  more  forcible 
and  eloquent  than  was  contained  in  the  specimens  before  them. 
Captain  Lye  then  read   a  letter  from   the   Revei'end   Mr.  White- 


26  THE  LABOUKEB's  rBXEUSK 

head,  so  well  known  in  connexion  with  the  Field  Garden  system 
in  the  western  division  of  this  county.  The  reverend  gentleman 
regretted  that  he  was  prevented  by  other  engagements  from  attending 
in  person  at  the  Bath  meeting,  and  therefore  sent  his  subscription, 
together  with  a  report  of  the  present  state  of  the  Chard^  Crewkerne, 
and  Ilminster  Labourer's  Friend  Society.  That  extensively  useful 
society  still  maintains  its  well  earned  character,  and  progresses 
steadily  in  the  extent  of  good  it  diffuses.  Thirty-one  parishes, 
including  many  of  large  populations,  are  now  in  union,  and  1020 
field  gardens  are  connected  with  the  society.  Increased  interest  in 
its  objects  was  also  manifest  at  its  last  anniversary,  when  300  of  the 
best  conducted  and  most  industrious  labourers  of  the  district  assem- 
bled, and  received  prizes  amounting  to  100/. 

The  Rev.  —  James  then  addressed  the  meeting,  expressing  his 
opinion  that  of  all  the  institutions  of  which  Britons  boast,  few  would 
be  found  more  lasting  in  its  benefits,  or  more  closely  connected  with 
the  interests  of  the  labouring  population,  than  that  whose  anniversary 
they  had  met  to  celebrate.  The  friends  of  the  Field  Garden  system 
did  not  for  a  moment  consider  that  it  would  regenerate  the  wicked 
heart  of  man,  or  supplant  the  seeds  of  sin  in  it,  for  that  was  alone  to 
be  done  by  the  omnipotent  hand  of  God  and  the  working  of  the 
Spirit;  but  they  were  happy  in  feeling  assured  that  it  had  been  the 
means  of  drawing  off  the  labourers  of  the  land  from  those  seductive 
haunts  of  vice,  the  beer  shops.  It  had  given  them  habits  of  in- 
dustry, taught  them  to  depend  upon  their  own  efforts,  to  find  hap- 
piness in  home  enjoyments,  and  to  bring  up  their  families  in  honesty 
and  industry— qualifications  constituting  the  Christian  and  the  man  ; 
and  surely  to-day  it  had  fulfilled  the  Scripture  declaration,  "  much 
food  is  in  the  tillage  of  the  poor." 

Capt.  ScoBELL,  who  was  warmly  received,  addressing  himself  to 
labourer  and  labourers'  friends,  said,  he  was  not  present  at  their 
annual  meeting  last  year,  and  he  rejoiced  that  he  was  able  to  be 
amongst  them  now,  for  two  years  formed  a  long  portion  of  any  man's 
life.  In  the  few  words  addressed  to  them  by  their  secretary — and  he 
(Capt.  Scobell)  was  sorry  he  did  not  say  more,  for  he  knew  he  felt 
much — he  said  there  were  some  who  thought  what  they  saw  upon  the 
table  spoke  sufficiently  for  the  objects  of  the  society.  He  seldom 
differed  with  Captain  Lye,  but  he  did  in  this,  and  he  would  tell  them 
why.  They  saw  there  [on  the  table]  the  productions  of  the  earth, 
but  there  was  also  a  production  here  [placing  his  hand  upon  his 
breast].  There  was  a  Christian  union  and  brotherly  love  springing 
up  in  the  hearts  of  men,  which  was  one  of  its  most  certain  and  en- 
during effects.  He  spoke  from  an  experience  of  16  or  17  years  of 
this  society,  when  he  said  that,  instead  of  this  feeling  fiagging,  it 
went  on  increasing  continually ;  and  he  believed  alsO)  that  no  loss, 
save  that  of  health  or  character,  would  be  felt  so  much  by  the  honest 
labourer,  as  the  loss  of  the  spot  of  ground  on  which  he  cultivated 
what  his  body  wanted  and  his  mind  required.  There  was,  he  knew, 
a  feeling  with  some  people  that  this  society  had  been  noticed  suffi- 
ciently already ;  that  they  need  only  meet,  put  the  vegetables  upon 
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the  table,  get  a  paragraph  io  the  papers  stating  that  the  uieeting  had 
been  held,  and  take  up  their  hats  and  go.  He  differed  widely  from 
such  a  view.  He  remembered  a  remark  made  by,  he  thought,  an 
American  minister,  who,  sitting  by  the  judge  one  day  in  a  London 
court,  observed,  that  the  English  courts  of  justice  were  very  small, 
and  incapable  of  accommodating  many  spectators.  Yes,  replied  the 
judge,  our  courts  of  justice  are  small,  but  we  sit  every  day  in  the 
newspapers.  So  it  was  with  that  society.  They  were  then  sitting 
by  a  free  press,  and  by  its  aid  all  that  was  worth  hearing  would 
go  forth,  not  to  Somerset  only,  but  to  all  England.  It  would  get 
from  periodical  to  periodical,  until  good  was  effected  in  many  unex- 
pected quarters.  He  (the  speaker)  rejoiced  to  hear  the  statement  of 
the  Chard  Society,  which  progressed  so  satisfactorily  under  Mr. 
Whitehead.  He  told  them  in  his  letter  that  there  was  a  thousand 
tenants — a  large  number — but  he  could  say  that  in  East  Somerset 
they  had  two  thousand  tenants.  This  society  had  been  often  mis- 
taken as  to  its  extent.  They  must  recollect  that  it  was  only  the 
parishes  near  Bath  that  sent  vegetables  here.  Flourishing,  there- 
fore, as  the  Chard  Society  was,  it  did  not  come  up  to  theirs.  And  it 
ought  to  be  so.  They  preceded  the  Chard  Society.  This,  so  far  as 
he  knew>  was  the  original  society,  and  it  gladdened  him  to  think  that 
he  was  one  of  those  who  established  it.  He  had  once  gone  to  Chard, 
at  the  request  of  some  persons  living  there,  to  explain  the  system,  and 
lie  had  to  convert  many  unbelievers  there.  There  were  some  farmers 
who  thought  if  the  labourers  had  land  they  would  cease  to  be  good 
labourers,  and  would  neglect  their  duty  as  servants.  They  were 
of  a  different  opinion  now,  for  they  found  the  best  labourers  were 
those  who  kept  allotments.  To  give  men  the  means  of  maintaining 
themselves  was  the  best  way  to  make  them  honest,  and  the  best  in- 
ducement to  a  man  to  perform  his  duty  as  a  labourer.  As  to  their 
ordinary  charities,  what  were  they  ?  Very  well  in  their  way ;  but 
they  made  the  labourer  dependent  instead  of  independent ;  but  the 
field  garden  system  made  the  man  industrious  and  independent  by 
giving  him  the  means  of  maintaining  himself  and  his  family  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow.  The  system  towards  the  poor  in  England  had 
been  too  long  a  system  of  punishments ;  he  wished  it  had  been  more 
a  system  of  encouragements.  By  the  field  garden  system  they  set 
up  distinctions  amongst  men,  not,  however,  of  high  and  low,  rich 
and  poor,  but  of  honest  and  dishonest,  drunken  and  sober,  good  and 
evil,  so  that  the  poor  man  could  as  well  belong  to  the  best  and  higher 
class  as  the  rich  man.  He  was  not  there  to  speak  of  his  faith  in  the 
system  if  he  had  not  worked  in  the  vineyard.  He  had  between  one 
and  two  hundred  field  garden  tenants,  and  he  could  testify  that  they 
were  all  honest  and  just  towards  each  other  and  towards  him.  But 
they  must  have  confidence  in  the  labourer.  When  he  began  the 
system  he  took  in  all  classes.  He  thought  they  had  been  going  on 
the  wrong  way,  so  he  resolved  to  begin  again.  Behave  yourselves 
well  for  the  future,  he  had  said,  and  you  shall  hear  nothing  of  the 
past :  by-gones  must  be  by-gones.  There  was  much  for  the  rich  to 
doy  and  they  could  do  much  by  meeting  the  poor  in  their  low  estate. 


U  W3tk  but  i^lriiMB  cJier  tka»  Met— <mIt  oace  a  jear ;  aad  ke  «as 
kiop^  i^yv  t>  4*>e  labcmrfit%,  aaj.  aeigiiiKMirSy  before  kiai  wbo  vcfe 
mine*tnofm§  and  bappr.  He  jav  ako  wi4laws,  wbo,  witb  tbe  aid  •£ 
tikur  §C0^  ni^mf^suif  were  capffwrting  tbeir  duidren  witboac  parocbial 
relML  Theat  wtre  the  bri^t  iUastnUioos  of  tbk  srstem.  U  was  top 
Ui^  Co  raute  a  qfve^ioa  apoo  k  now;  and  be  hoped  maoj  wooki  btcot 
eoavertA  to  it  by  wbat  tbej  beard  and  saw  ibat  day.  Tbe  geotieana 
wbo  «pr>fce  btft  '^Mddnmtd  bianeif  to  tbe  poor.  Ue  (CapC  Scobell) 
woold  speak  to  tbe  ncb«  If  there  was  aoT  joaag  man  present,  be 
woald  ask  biai,  **  Have  roa  begaa  tbe  sjsteai  ?"*  aad  if  be  bad  aol, 
iet  bi«  take  care  to  lose  bo  tiaK  in  investing  hk  feeling  and  a  part, 
ft  woold  take  bat  a  very  sbmU  part,  of  bis  capital  in  it ;  for  Ket  biai 
take  tbe  a»oruMe  of  oae  wbo  bad  learnt  br  experience,  it  was  a 
bank  that  woald  bring  bim  tbe  best  interest.  Were  there  anr  old 
Uadlonls  there  wbo  lud  not  tried  tbe  srstem  ?  Let  them  begin  at 
ooee ;  let  them  sow  tbe  seed,  tboogh  late,  and  they  wonid  reap  a 
plentifal  harrest  of  thanks,  aad  lose  nothing  in  money.  Were  there 
any  charitable  there  ?  Let  them  adopt  the  system — **  True  charity 
bopeth  all  things,  true  charity  nerer  faileth/'  Were  there  anj  rich 
there  who  laid  claim  to  religion  ?  Tbe  brightest  illostration  of 
ChrisCiantty  was  to  do  nnto  others  as  they  would  men  should  do  unto 
them.  And  could  thej  think  that  anj  man,  when  he  saw  the  pro- 
dace  of  the  earth  springing  up  afler  the  shower  in  the  lands  of  others, 
and  when  he  was  made  to  feel  that  the  only  ground  he  had  was  that 
on  which  his  house  stood  ;  could  thej  suppose  that  when  he  saw  tho^ 
who  prevented  him  from  possessing  a  similar  advantage,  although  be 
might  forgive  them  as  a  Christian,  could  forget  his  loss  of  that  luxury 
— a  garden.  Now,  said  the  gallant  captain,  in  conclusion,  now,  my 
friends  and  neighboars,  God  bless  you,  till  by  liis  good  providesce  we 
me<:t  again.  1  only  state  what  has  been  blazoned  forth  in  every 
ncw<^papcr,  when  I  say  that  much  gratitude  and  many  thanks  are  due 
to  the  lower  classes  of  this  country,  for  their  conduct  during  the  late 
severe  and  trying  times.  But  be  assured  *'  honesty  is  the  best  policy,'' 
and  if  any  of  you  come  short  here,  you  will,  nevertheless,  not  go  un- 
rewarded, for  there  is  a  crown  laid  up  for  you  above.  God  bless 
you.     The  speaker  sat  down  amidst  loud  applause. 

J.  M.  Markland,  Esq.,  said  it  had  appeared  to  some  warm  friends 
of  this  institution,  that  it  would  be  desirable  if  the  society  could  ex- 
tend its  sphere  of  usefulness  in  a  matter  which  more  closely  aO'ected 
the  wivoH,  sisters,  and  children  of  labourers.  It  had  appeared  that 
the  dwelling:4  of  the  poor  could  be  improved,  and  that  by  a  very  flight 
comparative  outlay.  If  they  wished  to  improve  the  character  of  the 
labimring  population,  they  must  not  only  give  them  religious  educa- 
tion, but  improve  their  dwellings,  and  give  them  water,  nir,  and  broad 
daylight.  The  speaker  called  attention  to  the  *<  Health  of  Towns' 
Journar'  as  a  useful  publication  upon  this  subject,  and  remarked  that 
he  had  no  wish  to  infringe  upon  the  present  funds  of  this  society,  but 
he  thought  they  might  with  advantage  take  into  consideration  the 
subject  of  improvi'd  dwellings  for  the  poor,  with  a  view  of  seeing 
whetlK'r  there  was  any  mode  by  which  they  could  carry  out  so  de- 
sirable a  matter.     He  therefore  moved  a  rcsolutiouy  that  the  attention 
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of  the  East  Somerset  Labourer*s  Friend  Society  be  directed  to  the 
important  object  of  making  provision  in  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  for 
that  cleanliness,  wholesomeness,  and  privacy,  so  seldom  met  with, 
but  essentially  contributing  to  the  health  and  morality  of  the  inhar 
bitants,  and  which  might  be  accomplished. by  erecting  dwellings  upon 
a  new  plan,  and  by  partially  reconstructing  present  ones. 

Capt,  ScoBBLL  said,  he  had  been  asked  to  second  the  resolution 
which  had  just  been  so  feelingly  and  properly  moved.  Nothing  could 
be  more  promotive  of  health  and  comfort^  humanly  speaking,  than 
cleanliness  and  decency,  and  nothing  was  more  conducive  to  cleanli- 
ness and  decency  than  the  removal  of  nuisances  which  were  so  often 
to  be  found  in  and  near  the  cottages  of  the  poor,  and  the  provision 
of  separate  sleeping  apartments. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  by  acclamation  to  the  mayor  for  pre- 
siding, which  was  acknowledged  by  his  worship,  and  the  prizes  were 
then  distributed  to  the  successful  candidates. 

SUMMARY  OF  PRIZES. 


CbAricombA 

Number  of 

Field  Gardens 

let. 

04     

Gained 

Prises  for 

VegeUbles. 

...     22     .... 

Had  premioms 
forthebest  cul- 
tivated gardens. 

20     

Amount  i>ald 

in  Prises  for 

Vegetables. 

£    s.   d. 

..    4  14     0 

High  Littleton  and  Farmboro' 
BalLeaston 

74     

...     14     .... 

...  4     0     0 

30     ....;, 

6     .... 

4     

...  1  18     0 

Conton         ...         ... 

30     

7     .... 

5     

...  1  11     0 

Saltford         

2     .... 

...  0     4     0 

Berkley         

Burnett         

82     

12     

...       2     .... 

...  0  15     0 

...       3     .... 

-— 

...  0  12     0 

Each  of  tbe  men  who  gained  prizes  and  were  in  attendance,  had  28.  allowed  for  loss 
of  time. 

BATH  MODEL  LODGING-HOUSE. 

We  stated  in  our  last  paper,  that  through  the  liberality  of  an  anony- 
mous donor,  the  rector  of  Bath  had  been  enabled  to  set  on  foot  a 
model  lodging-house  in  this  city.  It  is  at  No.  16,  Westgate-buildings, 
and  it  is  now  open  for  the  reception  of  inmates.  It  will  accommodate 
forty,  each  having  a  comfortable  separate  bed,  a  box,  with  lock  and 
key,  for  his  clothes,  &c.,  and  a  private  cupboard,  also  under  lock,  for 
his  provisions.  The  establishment  will  be  managed  by  an  old  Wa- 
terloo man  and  his  wife,  who  will,  of  course,  reside  on  the  premises, 
the  latter  performing  the  cooking  for  the  lodgers.  There  is  a  coffee- 
room  for  meals,  fitted  up  like  an  ordinary  coffee-room  of  an  inn,  and 
excellent  accommodation  for  personal  washing.  One  room  is  set  aside 
for  the  use  of  any  inmate  who  may  be  sick.  The  house  is  lighted 
throughout  with  gas,  and,  in  short,  all  the  arrangements  are  of  the 
most  satisfactory  description.  The  charge  to  each  person  availing 
himself  of  the  advantages  of  this  excellent  lodging-house  is  to  be  only 
\9,  9d,  a  week,  including  the  cost  of  cooking.  The  admission  will 
not,  of  course,  be  indiscriminate ;  one  of  the  leading  purposes  of  the 
institution  would  not  be  accomplished  if  such  were  the  cnse ;  but  the 
only  test  of  fitness  will  be  that  of  good  character,  in  support  of  which 
a  recommendation  from  some  respectable  inhabitant  will  be  required. 
The  institution  will  be  self-supporting. — Bath  Chronicle, 
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Mrs.  Coates,  Mall,  Clifton, 
Bristol     

Rev.  Sir  Henry  Leslie,  Bart., 
Mickleham,  per  Mr.  Dorling 

S.  Bowring,  Esq.,  Tower-street 

P.  Walton,  Ksq.,  Brighton     . . . 

R.  Dalton,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  Dun- 
kirk-house, Nailsworth      . . . 

O.  George,  Esq.,  Crescent,  St. 
Heliers       

J.  Deverell,  Esq.,  Purhrook- 
park,  Portsmouth 

R«  Wrench,  Esq.,  London- 
bridge         

Rev.  R.  Davies,  BrencUey, 
Cranbrook,  Kent    ... 

F.  D.  Robinson,  Esq.,  Barsham- 
house,  Beccles       

Major  Little,  Woolwich 

Cfaaries  Ooodwyn,  Esq.,  Lynn 

Rev.  E.  J.  Cranley,  near  Bath, 
per  Mr.  C.  Crowder 

D.  Cabanel,  Esq.,  do. 

Right  Worshipful  W.  Sutcliff, 
Esq.,  Mayor  of  Bath,  per  Mr. 
Crowder     

Mrs.  Ames,  Bath,  per  do.     ... 

J.  Stone,  Esq.,  do 

M.  Walters,  Esq.,  do. 

W.  Hunt,  Esq.,  do 

H.  E.  Austen,  Esq.,  New-sq., 
Lincoln's  Inn        

W.  H.  L.  Bruges,  Esq.,  M.P., 
Melksham,  per  Mr.  Cochrane 

Rev.  G.  Hume,  Vicarage, 
Melksham,  per  do 

Rev.  Dr.  Twiss,  Hamilton-terr. 

S.  B.  Pyman,  Esq.,  Gough-sq. 

Do.  for  Irish 

Rev.  S.  Barbutt,  Chichester  ... 

Rev.  J.  Peiifold,  Croydon- 
common     ... 

Rev.  A.  D.  Hilton,  Uxbridge... 

Joseph  Seatou,  Esq.,  Rich- 
mond, Sun-ey         

J.  G.  Fry,  Esq.,  St.  Helen's-pl. 

J.  Currall.  Esq.,  Bishopsgate-st. 

Miss  M.  Hunter,  Ponds,  High- 
gate  

T.  Pitts,  Esq.,  Melina-place, 
St. . John's  Wood 

G.  Miller,  Esq.,  Emsworth  ... 
Mrs.  Rose,  Higli  Wycomb  ... 
B.  M.  Fonkes,  Esq.,  Dunmow 
W.  Everard,  Esq.,  Lynn 


e.  *. 

d. 

1  1 

0 

0  10 
0  10 
0  10 

0 
0 
0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0  10 
0  10 

0 
0 

0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 


0  10 
0  10 

0  10 
0  10 
0  10 


0  10     f. 


0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 


£,    s.    d. 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Harris,  Keena- 

combe,  Torquay 0  10    0 

W.  Maynard,  Esq.,  Crowmarsh, 

near  Benson  0  10     0 

W.  Arnold,  Esq.,   South  Sea 

House        0  10     0 

T.  Horlock  Bastard,  Esq.,  Meg- 

getland,Slateford,Edinburgh 
F.  Thynne,  Esq.,  Gt.  George-st. 
E.  J.  Smith,  Esq.,WhitehaU-pl. 
Messrs.  Pickering  and  Smith, 

Whitehall-place     

Rev.  J.  Fry,  Vicarage,  Sompt- 

ing,  Sussex  

Rev.  J.  Venn,  Hereford 

B.  Standring,  Esq.,  Minories 

B.  Standring,  Esq.,  Jun., 
Broad- street  

W.  Vaughan,  Esq.,  Fenchurch- 
street  • 

J.  Solly,  Esq.,  do.     , 

.T.  Fuller,  Esq.,  do 

.Tos.  Cash,  Esq.,  Coventry     ... 

Miss  E.  Seymour,  Bonchurch, 
Isle  of  Wight         

Miss  A.  Seymour,  do. 

Miss  C.  Seymour,  do. 

Master  F.  Seymour,  do. 

Master  A.  Seymour,  do. 

Captain  Matthews,  East  Co- 
sham,  Portsmouth 0  10     0 

Per  Mr,  Martin  ^  Agent. 

R.  Lane,  Esq.,  Rylands  (Don.)  ! 
The  Very   Rev.  the  Dean  of 

Rochester (Ann.)  1     0 

J.  Whatman,  Esq.,  Vinters  ...  1     0 

Mrs.  May,  Fishall     1     0 

Col.  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Stratford  0  10 

Rev.  T.  W.  Cobb       0  10 

C.  ElUs,  Esq 0  10 

J.  HoUingworth,  Esq.           ...  0  10 

Rev.  L.  B.  Larkin     0  10 


0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0     0 


Rev.  Peter  A,  L. 

J.  M 

Mrs.  Hugham 

C.  D 

J.  P 
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Right     Hon.    Lord   Viscount 

Downe        10 

Rev.  Walter  De  Winton         ...  10 

W.  Powell,  Esq 5 

Rev.  Dr.  Pacey  U 

Wood 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  FEBRUARY. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand. 

The  General  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  12th  day  of 
February.  Present:  —  W.  Long,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair;  C.  A. 
Moody,  Esq.,  M.P.;  J.  C.  Colquhoun,  Esq.;  Henry  Roberts, 
Esq.;  W.  Gregson,  Esq.;  T.  R.  Tweed,  Esq.;  R.  B.  Seeley, 
Esq.;  Rev.  S.  R.  Cattley;  Major  Little;  Rev.  T.  Haythorne, 
and  the  Rev.  J.  Bannytyne,  visitors. 

The  meeting  commenced  with  prayer,  and  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting  of  the  15th  of  January  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Allotment  Agent  reported,  that  he  had  proceeded  to 
Leominster,  and  made  arrangements  for  letting  the  glebe  land, 
called  Parson's  Croft,  containing  ten  acres,  and  that  at  the  same 
time  he  had  visited  Hereford,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
state  of  the  field-gardens,  and  also  of  the  cottages  in  that  city 
and  the  surrounding  villages,  and  he  further  reports  that  wher- 
ever the  field-garden  allotments  have  been  granted,  they  have 
given  general  satisfaction;  but  that  he  found  the  dwellings  of  the 
poor  in  a  miserable  state,  very  high  rented,  and,  in  some  instances, 
most  fearfully  over-crowded;  also,  that  a  county  association  had 
been  projected,  to  be  called  the  Herefordshire  Garden  and  Cot- 
no.  LVUI.  o 
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tage  Association,  the  objects  of  which  are  to  carry  out  the  field- 
g^en  system  to  the  fullest  extent  that  may  be  found  adyisable, 
and  to  improve  the  dwellings  of  the  working-classes. 

The  Agent  further  reports  that,  when  in  Hereford,  he  was 
requested  to  look  for  suitable  premises  for  a  model  lodging 
establishment,  and  that  some  eligible  freehold  premises,  in  a 
good  situation,  having  been  oflFered,  the  committee  of  the  Here- 
ford society  have  determined, to  make  an  oflFer  for  them. 

The  Sub  -  committee  of  Dwellings  report,  that  the  com- 
mencement of  the  family  house,  in  Streatham-street,  is  still  post- 
poned— partly  for  the  full  possession  of  the  site,  and  partly  waiting 
the  result  of  some  inquiries  which  the  honorary  architect  is 
making  as  to  the  feasibility  and  economy  of  using  hollow  bricks 
or  tiles  for  a  part  of  the  floors  and  ceilings  of  the  buildings. 

They  have  also  to  report,  that  they  have  been  latterly  engaged 
in  considering  the  expediency  of  taking  a  spacious  house,  in  a 
good  situation,  for  the  residence  of  poor  women  of  good  cha- 
racter— sempstresses,  or  others— as  weekly  lodgers,  at  a  low  rate, 
and  with  all  desirable  accommodations  for  health  and  cleanli- 
ness; and  that  they  have  succeeded  in  finding  a  suitable  house 
in  Hatton  Garden,  No.  76,  at  a  rent  of  551  per  annum,  and  in 
a  state  to  require  only  a  moderate  outlay.  This  house  will 
accommodate  about  60  lodgers.  It  may  therefore  be  expected 
to  be  amply  remunerating. 

Letters  were  read  from  Dr.  Dalton;  Edward  Weld,  Esq.; 
Oswald  Mosley,  Esq.;  Lady  Caroline  Murray;  Countess  of 
Falmouth;  Lord  Littleton;  Archdale  Palmer,  —  Smith,  J.  W. 
Perry,  Spencer  Phillips,  H.  J.  Loddington,  C.  Smithies,  G. 
Fleming,  Philip  Rose,  E.  N.  Stevens,  Frewin  Turner,  Alexander 
Gordon, Esqrs.;  the  Revs.  J.Venn,  R.  Scampston, R.  Fiske;  Sir 
H.  Martin,  Bt;  Messrs.  Bond,  Harris,  Wheeler,  Purchas,  &c.  &c. 


Regular  Payment  of  Allotment  Rents.— A  gentleman  lately 
9tated  to  the  secretary  that  he  had  had  the  management  of  110  allot- 
ments, in  a  village  in  Oxfordshire,  for  ten  years,  and  that  the  only 
loss  he  sustained  in  that  period  was  by  taking  a  bad  shilling,  and  that 
he  believes  was  unintentionally  paid  to  him. 
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AGRICULTURAL  LODGING-HOUSES. 


A  LIST  of  fittings,  furniture,  &c.  &c.,  required  for  a  lodging-house 
to  accommodate  fourteen  workmen,  or  labourers,  according  to  the 
plans  published  by  the  ''  Society  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the 
Labouring  Classes:" — 


A  nmge,  8  feet  wide,  for  the 
lodgers'  common  room,  with 
tide  boiler  and  hob  

A  ditto,  3  ft.  2  in.  wide,  for  the 
lodgers'  kitchen,  with  oTen 
tnd  boiler 

A  ditto,  ditto,  for  the  superin- 
tendent's living  room    

A  ditto,  2  ft.  6  in.  wide,  for  the 
superintendent's  kitchen, 
with  side  boiler  and  hob  ... 
N.B.  The  above  are  the 
prioet  ehargedfor  the  patent 
prize  cottage  grate,  by  Ni- 
cholson, of  Newark,  exclu- 
sive of  carriage. 

U  icon  bedsteads,  C  ft.  4  in. 
long,  2  ft.  6  in.  wide,  socket 
joints,  as  sold  by  Bordesley, 
Iron  Works,  Birmingham, 
and  at  No.  12,  Panton- 
square,  Haymarket,  London, 
in  quantities  of  not  less  than 

12,  at  Ids.  Od.  each 

ditto,  ditto,  4  ft.  6  in.,  bed 
for  superintendent 

2  iron  fenders,  at  ba.  6d 

2  sets  of  fire  irons,  at  58. 

2  irmi  sancepans,  at  28.  Od. 
and  Ss.  (M 

1  teakettle  (5  quarU) 

1  larggrtin  kettle  (8  quarts)... 

1  tin  steamer  and  saucepan  ... 

1  frying  pan  

4  coffee  pots,  at  Is.  6d 

1  iron  gridiron.  Is.  Od. ;  1  wire 
gridiron,  2s.  dd 

4  iron  candlesticks,  38.  4d. ; 
1  lamp  for  bed-room,  28.  ... 

2  galvanised  iron  washing 
bowls 

2  baking  tins,  28.  6d. ;  2  flat 
irons,  2s.  64 


£    s.  d. 

1  15  0 

2  2  0 
2    2  0 

I  15  0 


12  19    0 

1  10  0 
OHO 
0  10    0 


0  6 

0  5 

0  7 

0  0 

0  2 

0  6 


0  4  0 

0  5  4 

0  3  6 

0  6  0 


Carried    25  13  10 


£    s. 

d. 

25  13 

10 

0  12 

0 

0     1 

6 

0    2 

a 

0     7 

0 

0     5 

0 

1     5 

0 

1  17 

0 

0  11 

0 

0  12 

6 

Brought  forward 
18  table  knives  and  forks ..... 

18  tea  spoons 

J8  table  spoons 

14  pint  tin  pots 0 

1  tin  slop  pail 

2  kitchen  tables  (1  small),  15s. 
and  10s 1 

2  dressers,  with  3  shelves,  258. 

and  128.  6d , 

2  plate  racks 

2  washing  trays  with  fittings... 
1  cash  box,  with  patent  look,' 

7s.  6d.,  and  1  inkstand,  28.     0     0.6 
1  candle  box.  Is.  Gd.;  2  towel 

rollers,    2s.;    1    salt   box, 

2s.  Od. 0    6    0 

1  tub,  for  foot  bath   0    2    0 

14  beds,  or  mattrasses,  made 

of  cocoa-nut  fibre,  at  Os.  6d. 

each  6  13    0 

14  bolsters,  ditto,  ditto,  at  28. 

3d 1  11     6 

14  pair  blanketo,  at  88.  6d.  ...     5  10.   0 

2  extra,  ditto 0  IT    0 

14  rugs,  or  counterpanes,  at 

3s.  Od 2     00 

2  extra,  ditto,  at  Ss.  6d 0     7     0 

21  pair  of  sheeU,  at  3s.  4d....     3  10    0 
21  pair  of  pillow-cases,  at  4j^.'    0    7  10 

0  jack  towels,  at  5d 0    2    0 

4  tea  towels,  at  6d 0     2     0 

House  flannels  and  cloths    ...     0    2    0 
18    plates    (large),    3s.;    18 

(small),  2s :..... 0    5    0 

6  tea  pote  (earthenware) 0    3     0 

18  cups  and  saucers 0    3     6 

14  basins  0     2     4 

18  chamber  pots  0    0    0 

1  dusting  brush,  Is.  Od. ;  1  hair 

broom,  3s.  Od 0     5     0 

I  mat,   2s.  Od. ;  1  pail,  2s. ; 
1  mop,  38.  6d. 0    8    0 


£56    0.  0 
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ON  THE  ENCLOSURE  OF  COMMON  AND  WASTE 
LANDS. 

{Abridged  from  a  Letter  to  tJte  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  Cotinty  qf  Buckingham.) 
BY    PHILIP    ROSE,    ESQ. 

My  Lord, — At  a  time  when  the  important  subject  of  Emigration  is 
occupying  so  much  of  public  attention  ;  when  the  means  of  finding 
profitable  employment  for  the  surplus  labour  of  the  country  is  an 
anxious  study  of  the  statesman  and  legislator,  and,  indeed,  with  all. 
thinking  men,  it  does  not  seem  out  of  place  to  address  your  Lordship 
— as  holding  the  highest  official  position  in  the  county  of  Bucking- 
ham— on  one  of  the  few  -practical  remedies  which  suggest  themselves 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  poor  population  of  this  immediate  neighbour- 
hood. I  allude  to  the  cultivation  of  the  common  and  waste  lands 
which  surround  us  on  every  side. 

To  a  stranger  to  this  neighbourhood,  it  must  seem  little  short  of 
marvellous,  that,  with  good  markets,  and  large  numbers  of  unem- 
ployed poor,  considerable  tracts  of  land  should  still  be  suffered  to  lie 
waste.  No  one  who  passes  Wycombe  Heath  can  help  exclaiming  at 
the  scandalous  neglect  which  has  allowed  a  tract  of  land  of  such  ex- 
tent, and  possessing  so  many  advantages  ii>  situation  and  fertility  of 
soil,  to  remain  uncultivated  It  is  notorious  that  the  greater  portion 
of  the  heath  is  in  no  respect  inferior  to  the  adjoining  land  now  under 
cultivation.  The  objection,  therefore,  which  is  often  advanced 
against  the  enclosure  of  waste  land,  finds  no  place  in  the  present 
instance. 

Wycombe  Heath,  to  which  I  would  first  draw  your  Lordship's 
attention,  is  composed  of  land  situate  in  the  following  parishes,  and, 
as  nearly  as  I  can  ascertain,  in  the  quantities  annexed — 

Hughenden 407  acres. 

Little  Missenden 430      „ 

Great  Missenden  (now  being  enclosed) 43      „ 

Pen,  about 50     „ 

930 
Added  to  which,  there  is  the  common  land  in  Wycombe 
parish,  almost  adjoining,  at  present  partially  covered 
with  wood 530      „ 

Total 1460  acres. 

This  large  tract,  composed  of  the  above  two  portions,  although  the 
most  important,  is  by  no  means  the  whole  of  the  common  land  which 
it  would  be  desirable  to  enclose. 

In  addition  to  Wycombe  Heath,  there  are  Naphill  Common,  the 
two  Kingshilis,  Green  Street,  Holmer  Green,  Fiackwell  Heath,  &c., 
and  other  detached  tracts. 

With  a  view  of  submitting  to  your  Lordship  the  whole  case  as  it 
affects  this  neighbourhood,  I  have  ascertained,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
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the  relative  quantities  ut' enclosed  and  unciiclused  land  in  tlie  parislics 
of  Chipping  Wycombe,  West  Wycouibc,  Hughenden,  Little  Misscn- 
den  ami  Penn,  which  I  subjoin  in  a  tabular  statement,  comprising 
also  the  population  of  each  parish  at  the  date  of  the  last  census,  the 
total  amount  charged  to  the  poor-rate,  and  the  annual  average 
amount  of  poor-rates  collected  during  the  three  years  endinjr  Decem- 
ber, 31,  1847. 


Population. 
'                       Pftiiah.                          Cetttosof 
1                                                            1      1841. 

1 

1 

Amount 
MsesMd  to 
Poor  Hate. 

Average 
aimmnt  if 

Rate 
(3  years 
ending 
Dec.  31). 

]     Chippiug  Wjxoinbc ;   ii^m 

!     West  Wycombe   *^',(XW 

Acres.       Acres. 
0,104           045 
0,;387     i       401 
5,751     ;       HOO 
3,1 7:»     1       450 
3,8H9     1    1.08:3 

£ 

10,905 
5,'.i50 
4,351 
2,757 
•2,500 

«.  d. 

3  10 
5     4 
5  11 
'*     G 
0     0 

:     Hughenden l,4Hl 

LitUe  Missenden     1,011 

Penn    1,0A0 

'                        Totals 8,830 

•,»5,004     !    3,3;  9 

•>5,S53 

In  order  to  aroid  minute  details,  fractions  of  acres  are  omitted  iu  the  second  and 
third  columns,  and  fractions  of  pounds  in  the  fourth  columu. 

From  this  table  it  appears  that  the  common  and  waste,  or  unen- 
closed land  in  the  five  parishes,  amounts  to  no  less  than  3379  acres  1 1 
being  to  the  cultivated  or  enclosed  land  in  the  proportion  of  about  one 
io  eigJU.  In  the  parish  of  Penn  the  proportion  exceeds  otie  to  four.  In 
other  words,  taking  all  the  parishes  together,  the  waste  land  forms 
nearly  ofie  eighth  of  the  whole  acreage.  Of  this  a  considerable  por-* 
tion,  rather  exceeding  one-third,  at  present  consists  of  woodland,  and 
of  what  is  now  very  characteristically  denominated  «  Roitgh,'*  It  is 
only  in  the  Parish  of  Penn  that  any  considerable  proportion  of  the 
commoD  woods  is  worth  preserving ;  and  the  only  object  of  enclosing 
the  remainder  would  be  for  the  purpose  of  grubbing  and  clearing  as 
a  preparation  for  the  plough.  Out  of  the  whole  3379  acres,  it  is  not 
probable  that  more  than  900  would  permanently  continue  in  its  pi*e- 
t»eut  state  of  woodland,  so  that  about  2o00  acres  would  remain, 
which  might  speedily  be  brought  into  successful  and  remunerative 
cultivation. 

The  benefit  to  the  community  at  large,  of  bringing  additional  laud 
into  productive  cultivation  is  sufficiently  obvious ;  but  apart  from 
this  general  consideration,  there  appear  to  be  three  local  parties 
directly  and  immediately  interested  in  the  enclosure  of  this  land— 
the  landowner,  the  rate-payer,  and  the  labourer. 

With  regard  to  the  Landowner. — Though,  at  first  sight,  the 
owner  of  property  in  land  would  seem  to  have  a  paramount  interest  in 
the  enclosure  of  the  commons  and  waste  land  contiguous  to  bis 
estates,  it  certainly  does  admit  of  doubt  whether,  as  a  money  ques- 
tion, his  interest  in  such  improvements  is  equal  to  that  of  cither  the 
mte-payer  or  the  labourer.     For  though  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
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increase  of  territory  derived  by  an  enclosure  carries  with  it  certain 
advantages,  they  are  purchased  at  the  expense  of  a  considerable  out- 
lay, yielding  little  immediate  return.  It  is  also  frequently  contended, 
that  money  spent  in  improving  land  actually  under  cultivation,  yields 
a  better  return  than  can  be  expected  from  the  most  judicious  expen- 
diture of  capital  in  the  enclosure  and  cultivation  of  the  most  promis- 
ing waste  lands.  It  is  therefore,  perhaps,  more  in  bis  character  of 
rate-payer — a  character  which  he  shares  with  many  persons  in  much 
more  humble  circumstances  than  himself — than  in  that  of  proprietor, 
that  the  landowner  profits  by  these  improvements.  The  smaller  rate- 
payers are,  in  proportion  to  their  means,  much  more  interested  in 
measures  tending  to  reduce  the  burden  of  the  poor-rates. 

There  is  one  point  of  view,  however,  in  which  the  proprietor  may 
be  said  to  be  deeply  interested  in  the  enclosure  of  waste  lands.  The 
settlers  (originally  squatters)  on  these  lands  are  not  the  most  desirable 
neighbours.  Unable  to  earn  a  sufficient  subsistence  off  the  laud, 
they  have  enclosed  for  themselves — being  too  poor  to  derive  any  ad- 
vantages from  the  herbage  of  the  common,  and  not  being  in  regular 
employment,  they  naturally  form  irregular  habits  of  life,  become  petty 
depredators,  and  a  nuisance  to  all  their  neighbours.  Take,  for 
example,  the  poor  of  Tyler's  Green.  Where  is  the  man  who  thinks 
it  any  crime  to  cut  down  a  tree  in  the  common  wood  ? — and  among 
the  resident  poor  there,  how  large  a  proportion  have,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
at  some  time  or  other,  been  convicted  of  wood  stealing  I  To  convert 
such  persons  into  honest  and  steady  labouring  men  would  certainly 
be  a  great  advantage  to  the  owner  of  property. 

As  it  affects  the  Rate-payer. — The  immediate  effect  of  the  pro- 
posed enclosure  would  be  to  add  8379  acres,  of  which  2500  acres 
would  be  cultivated,  to  the  enclosed  land  of  the  five  parishes  before 
mentioned.  The  effects  of  this  improvement  upon  the  poor-raies, 
and  on  the  pocket  of  the  rate-payer,  would  be  both  immediate  and 
permanent. 

The  immediate  effect  of  the  enclosure  of  upwards  of  three  thousand 
acres  of  land,  would  be  to  create  a  great  demand  for  labour.  There 
would  be  fences  to  be  put  up,  hedges  to  be  planted,  ditches  to  be 
dug.  Farm  buildings  and  labourers'  cottages  would  have  to  be  con- 
structed, giving  employment  to  bricklayers  and  carpenters,  and  other 
operatives.  In  a  word,  a  period  of  stirring  improvement  would  take 
the  place  of  the  stagnation  at  present  existing;  and  the  town  of 
Wycombe,  and  the  entire  neighbourhood,  would  feel  the  beneficial 
effects  of  full  and  remunerative  employment.  How  favourably  this 
change  would  tell  upon  the  rates  it  can  hardly  be  necessary  to 
point  out. 

The  permanent  effects  would  be  still  more  striking.  Important  as 
it  is  to  create  even  a  temporary  increase  of  occupation,  it  is  far  more 
important  to  provide  permanent  employment  for  the  labouring  poor, 
and  this  would  certainly  be  brought  about  by  the  proposed  measure. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  proportion  which  the  number  of 
labourers  ordinarily  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  land  bears  to  the 
number  of  acres.     That  number  must,  of  course,  vary  with  the  modb 
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and  st^le  of  cuUivation,  which  differs  id  each  couuiy  or  district^  with 
the  quality  of  the  land,  and  with  other  circumstances  which  are  too 
obvious  to  require  mentioning.  From  the  best  information  which  I 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  it  wi>uld  appear  that  in  the  district  around 
Wycombe,  on  an  average,  four  men  and  two  boys  are  employed  on 
every  100  acres  of  land.  This,  indeed,  is  represented  to  me  as  a  low 
average  of  the  labourers  employed  throughout  the  year  in  the  ordinary 
farm  occupations  of  ploughmen,  shepherds,  carters,  threshers,  harvest 
men,  &c.  If,  then,  we  take  four  men  and  two  boys  for  every.lOO 
acres  of  land;  or,  counting  two  boys  as  equivalent  to  one  man,  five 
men  to  every  100  acres,  but  say  four  and  a  half  men  only  to  every 
100  acres,  or  nine  men  to  every  200  acres,  we  have  permanent  occu- 
pation afibrded,  in  the  cultivation  of  2500  acres,  to  no  less  than  113 
men.  This  calculation,  be  it  observed,  is  exclusive  of  women  and 
young  children  deriving  occasional  employment  in  farm  occupations. 
Now,  as  each  of  these  labourers,  taking  one  with  another,  may  be 
presumed  to  have  four  other  persons  depending  upon  him,  steady 
support  would  be  given  by  these  means  to  no  less  than  565 
human  beings — a  number  infinitely  far  exceeding  those  who  now 
derive  a  precarious  and  miserable  existence  from  the  same  quantity 
of  land  in  its  unenclosed  state*  But  there  is  another  very  important 
effect  of  a  permanent  nature,  which  would  be  brought  about  by  the 
proposed  measure.  Npjt  only  would  the  enclosed  land  give  employ- 
ment to  this  large  number  of  labourers,  and  so  relieve  the  poor-rates, 
but,  in  proportion  to  its  rateable  value,  would  make  a  very  acceptable 
addition  to  the  amount  of  the  poor-rate;  and  thus  the  enclosure 
would  confer  on  the  rate-payer  the  twofold  advantage  of  relieving 
the  burden  of  the  rates  by  giving  employment,  and  of  increasing  the 
fund  itself  by  direct  contribution,  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  enclosed 
land  would,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  be  so  far  improved  as  to  be  rated 
at  the  average  value  of  the  adjoining  land  already  cultivated,  we 
should  have  an  addition  to  the  rate-book  of  value  to  the  extent  of 
2500/.  to  share  in  the  burden  of  the  annual  levy. 

Of  the  advantages  to  the  rate-payer  from  the  proposed  enclosure, 
there  can,  therefore,  be  no  reasonable  doubt. 

But  the  most  important  point — the  effect  upon  the  Labourer—^ 
the  benefit  to  be  conferred  on  the  ))oor  themselves  by  the  proposed 
enclosure,  still  remains  to  be  considered.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
encouraging  signs  of  the  present  times,  that  the  intimate  connexion 
between  the  physical  and  moral  condition  of  the  people  is  distinctly 
recognised,  and  practically  acted  on.  Thus,  we  find,  that  those  who 
are  foremost  in  providing  facilities  for  religious  worship  and  instruction 
are  equally  alive  to  the  importance  of  improving  the  dwellings  of  the 
poor,  and  providing  allotments  for  the  occupation  of  their  leisure 
hours.  It  is  consolatory  to  be  able  to  point  to  this  neighbourhood  as 
not  having  been  backward  in  these  all-important  works.  We  have  the 
glorious  satisfaction  of  seeing  churches  and  schools  springing  up 
around  us  for  the  especial  benefit  of  the  labouring  classes.  It  is  but 
just  now  that  the  church-bell  of  Haslemere  was  first  heard  summon^ 
ing  the  poor  of  that  hitherto  neglected  district  to  the  worship  of 
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Almighty  God.  Iii  Hughenileu,  a  church  and  parsonage  are  being 
built  on  another  remote  tract  of  land^  (Prestwood  Common,)  thanks 
to  the  energy  and  perseverance  of  the  respected  vicar  of  that  parish ; 
whilst  in  Penn  we  witness  the  dedication  of  wealth  to  its  highest 
uses,  by  one  who,  filling  an  exalted  rank,  has  shown,  on  all  occasions, 
bis  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  poor  around  him,  and  who,  not  content 
with  building  and  endowing  a  ohurch  at  his  sole  charge,  for  the  ao 
comniodation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Penn  Street,  is  also  rapidly  re- 
building the  cottages  on  his  estate  in  a  manner  conducive  to  health, 
comfort,  and  decency. 

But,  my  Lord,  notwithstanding  these  efforts  of  pious  and  judicious 
philanthropy,  there  is  yet  much  to  be  done  to  improve  the  general 
condition  of  the  poor,  upon  which,  humanly  speaking,  the  school  and 
the  church  are,  in  a  great  degree,  dependent  for  success.  Under  tlie 
pressure  of  distress,  and  with  the  continuance  of  bad  and  irregular 
habits  of  life,  both  of  which  are  notoriously  promoted  by  the  miserable 
and  fluctuating  mode  of  subsistence  aftbrded  by  unenclosed  lands, 
causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  most  active  pastoral  superintendence, 
the  school  and  the  church  fall  short  of  the  effects  they  arc  otherwise 
certain  to  produce. 

To  the  distress  of  the  poor  upon  these  commons,  your  Lordship  is 
no  stranger,  nor  has  your  Lordship  been  backward  in  affording  a 
kind  and  liberal  aid  to  mitigate  the  pressure  of  winter  sickness  and 
distress ;  and  this  at  a  time  when  the  laud,  if  cultivated,  would  have 
rendered  no  such  assistance  needful ;  nay,  more,  would  have  occa- 
sioned a  demand  for  labour,  enabling  the  honest  working  man  to  earn 
bis  own  living,  and  thus  convert  him  from  the  not  ungrateful  re- 
cipient of  alms,  to  the  more  thankful  and  contented  independent 
labourer. 

The  poor  may  be  said  to  be  here  starving  in  the  midst  of  plenty  ; 
and,  what  is  even  worse,  living  under  a  constant  temptation  to  adopt 
habits  and  practices  most  opposed  to  their  true  interest.  I  know  not 
whether  it  is  generally  admitted,  that  the  population  resident  on  or 
near  to  unenclosed  lands,  is  apt  to  be  demoralized^  but  certainly  in 
several  cases  which  have  fallen  under  my  own  observation,  this  has 
manifestly  appeared  to  be  the  case.  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire  whether 
the  poor  of  this  neighbourhood  form  an  exception  to  the  rule,  if  rule 
it  be  ;  but  I  would  inVite  your  Lordship  to  contemplate  for  a  moment 
the  history  of  a  poor  man  bom  and  bred  on  *'  the  Common,**  Sprung 
from  parents  who  perchance,  in  the  first  instance,  settled  themselves 
in  a  turf  hut,  and  took  upon  themselves  the  task  of  enclosure,  the 
child  may  or  may  not  be  sent  to  school ;  but  if  fortunate  enough  to 
enjoy  that  privilege  at  the  sacrifice  to  the  parents  of  one  penny  a 
week,  he  remains  there  just  so  long,  and  no  longer,  as  he  can  earn 
more  than  that  small  weekly  stipend  by  one  of  the  two  juvenile  pur- 
t-uits  which  form  the  child's  introduction  to  a  life  of  labour,  «  Wood- 
ififf**  and  *^ Dunging'*  The  period  of  commencing  these  occu- 
pations xa  determined  by  the  ability  to  carry  a  bundle  of  wood,  or  a 
basket  of  ^^  droppings,''  Now,  not  to  mention  that  ^^  TVooding^  too 
often  means  stealing,  or  at  least  is  very  apt  to  degenerate  into  that 
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offence,  it  is  obvious  that  a  cumiiifncenieiit  in  life  with  this  irregular 
kind  of  labour  is  too  surely  calculutcd  to  form  the  future  character 
of  the  roan.  It  is,  at  best,  but  a  vagrant  sort  of  labour,  as  opposite 
in  its  effect  upon  the  character  to  that  of  the  common  routine  of 
agricultural  labour,  as  the  pursuits  of  the  poacher  or  the  smuggler  to 
the  honest  calling  of  the  farm  servant. 

AnoUier,  and  a  frightful  source  of  evil  to  the  poor  man  connected 
with  the  **  ConuMon^"  is  its  invariable  accompaniment  of  fever  and 
disease.  From  this  scourge  we  can  claim  no  exemption.  Caused  in 
the  first  instance,  doubtles:>,  by  the  stagnant  water  and  decay  of 
vegetable  matter,  aggravated  by  the  want  of  sufficient  nutriment,  not 
a  few  of  the  poor,  living  on  these  unenclosed  lands,  become  the 
victims  of  typhus  fever,  rheumatism,  and  other  diseases,  which 
exhaust  and  disable  them,  and  throw  them  upon  the  rate-payers  for 
support. 

Can  there  be  any  doubt,  then,  of  the  advantage  which  would  accrue 
to  the  labourer  from  the  enclosure  of  these  lands  ? 

*  «  *  *  .  *  «  « 

I  would  not  further  intrude  upon  your  Lordship's  attention  than  to 
express  once  more  my  own  earnest  conviction  that  the  improvement 
I  have  now  so  imperfectly  advocated,  if  carried  out,  would,  under 
God\H  blessing,  confer  deep  and  lasting  benefits  upon  all  classes  of 
our  rural  community. 

Rarncrs,  Penu,  24tli  January,  1840. 


SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  JOHN    BAMF0RD8'  FARMING  ON 
HIS  FIVE-ACRE  FARM,  AT  BARRETT. 

Wheat. — The  ftrst  work  done  belonging  to  this  crop  was  getting 
in  the  seed ;  this  was  done  in  November  last  year.  The  plot  is 
about  half  an  acre,  and  the  preceding  crop  was  turnips  and  potatoes. 
The  seed  was  sown  immediately  on  the  removal  of  the  turnips  upon 
the  ridges,  just  as  the  turnips  left  them,  and  was  hacked  in.  The 
ivhole  amount  of  labour  given  to  this  crop,  up  to  its  being  safely  in 
the  barn,  amounted  to  1^-^  days'  work,  which,  with  a  bushel  of  seed, 
amounts  iolL  lis,  6d.  No  manure  was  put  on,  it  was  sadded  down 
and  rolled  this  spring ;  and  from  the  results  of  the  prize  rod,  the 
produce  is  at  the  rate  of  44  bushels  of  60  lb.  to  the  bushel. 

Oats. — The  next  work  of  any  consequence  was  getthig  in  the  oats. 
I'be  breadth  of  ground  is  about  j  acre.  It  was  dug  with  the  spade 
(before  winter),  and  sown  with  four  bushels  of  Tartarian  oats,  and 
the  seed  covered  from  equi-distant  trenches,  alter  the  Flemish  mode. 
This  crop,  when  housed,  has  occupied  43  days  working,  and  IJ^  dozen 
of  lime  had  been  put  upon  it;  the  whole  expense  when  in  the  barn 
and  ready  for  thrashing,  is — 
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43  days'  labour,  at  2s.  per  day     •    •  £4    6    0 

l^  dozen  of  lime 1  19     9 

4  bushels  of  seed 0  13    6  — £6  19    3 

The  return  is  (according  to  the  measured  rod)  100  bushels  per 
acre. 

Potatoes. — The  preparation  of  the  ground  for  the  potato-crop 
commenced  in  November  last,  by  paring  about  one  rood^  and,  as  the 
weather  permitted,  removing  the  parings  and  ridgings-up  for  the  ex- 
posure to  the  winter's  frost.  The  amount  of  labour  expended  from 
this  crop  from  first  breaking  the  ground,  to  its  being  cleared  off,  is — 

61  days .£620 

Seed .     .    ;     .     1     0    0  — £7    2    o 

This  crop  is  rather  a  failure,  owing  to  the  disease  being  pretty  severe 
upon  it. 

Carrots. — The  plot  of  carrots  of  about  |  acre  is  part  of  the  potato 
ground  of  last  season.  At  the  time  of  sowing  (April),  it  was  covered 
over  with  ashes  saturated  with  tank  liquor,  and  dug  in.  This  crop 
is  yet  in  the  ground,  five  days'  labour  has  been  expended  on  it,  which 
with  the  seed,  amounts  to  lis.  This  crop  will  be  profitable.  The 
white  Belgian  carrot  is  a  root  that  may  be  cultivated  in  this  locality 
with  considerable  advastage. 

Turnips. — The  ground  constituting  the  turnip  plot  is  about  one 
rood,  and  is  part  of  the  potato  ground  of  last  year.  In  the  getting 
up  of  the  potatoes,  the  whole  soil  was  completely  forked  deep^  the 
weeds  got  out,  and  the  ground  left  with  a  smooth  uniform  surface ; 
and  in  the  March  following,  it  was  covered  over  with  ^  dozen  of 
lime,  and  remained  in  that  state  till  the  latter  end  of  April,  when  the 
ridges  for  sowing  upon  was  formed  without  any  other  preparation 
whatever.  In  the  making  of  the  ridges,  a  rather  scanty  quantity  of 
dung  was  used.     Cost — 

15|days £1  11  -6 

I  dozen  of  lime 0  18     6 

Seed 0     1     0~£2    0    0 

Return  is  at  the  rate  of  17f  tons  per  acre. 

The  turnips  are  what  I  should  call  an  average  crop ;  they  are  yet 
on  the  ground.  The  method  that  I  have  used  for  this  crop  is  a  very 
ready  one  for  raising  a  turnip  crop,  yet  it  is  one  that  I  am  not  inclined 
to  recommend. 

Grass. — The  remainder  of  the  crop  of  my  little  farm  is  in  grass  ; 
it  will  be  about  three  acres,  and  is  used  for  stall  feeding  and  making 
into  hay.  In  mowing  and  getting  the  hay,  there  has  li^en  27f  days 
work.  Nearly  two  roods  have  been  cut  as  green  food  for  stall  feeding ; 
some  part  of  it  has  been  twice  cut  this  season.  I  find  grass,  as  a 
green  crop  for  stall  feeding,  to  be  superior  to  either  rye  or  tares ;  it 
can  be  got  earlier,  and  of  greater  weight,  and  in  the  raisyig  of  this 
crop  the  tank  becomes  of  special  use. 
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Amount  of  Labour. 

At  tbe  wheat  crop 12^  days. 

„       oats.     .     • 43      ,, 

„       potato  .    , ;  61       ,> 

yy      carrots; 5      „ 

„       turnip .  15f     „ 

In  miscellaneous  work 5|^    >> 

Yet  wanting  to  clear  off  the  crops    •    •     .  20      ,, 

The  spade  cultivation  of  two  acres    .  162^ 
27f  dajs^  the  grass  cultivation  of  three  acres. 


HEREFORD  SOCIETY  FOR  IMPROVING  THE 
DWELLINGS  OF  THE  POOR. 

(Abridged  from  the  Herefwd  TVmM.) 

We  have  pleasure  in  calling  attention  to  the  report  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  commissioners  of  this  city  on  Tuesday,  the  J3th  of 
February.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  able^and  indefatigable  vicar  of  St. 
Peter's  applied  to  the  board  for  the  purchase  of  a  plot  of  land  belong- 
ing to  the  city,  with  a  view  of  erecting  thereupon  a  number  of  model 
cottages  for  labourers,  with  allotments ;  and  that  the  subject  was 
favourably  received.  We  have  long  been  convinced  that  home  com- 
forts He  at  the  root  of  home  virtues ;  and  that  the  unwholesome  and 
comfortless  dwelling  is  almost  invariably  the  scene  of  low  morab 
and  squalid  misery.  Among  the  many  plans  for  raising  the  condition 
of  the  working  classes,  which  have  sprung  from  the  Christian  bene- 
volence of  the  age,  we  know  of  none  which  more  directly  benefit 
both  their  physical  and  moral  natures  than  the  endeavour  to  improve 
the  character  of  their  homes.  When  united  with  the  allotment  syst^m^ 
by  the  location  of  the  cottages  beside  suitable  plots  of  garden  ground, 
the  result  is  invariably  good.  The  man  who  has  a  comfortable  dwell- 
ing, and  a  garden  near,  to  employ  profitably  his  leisure  time,  is  most 
likely  to  prefer  them,  to  the  tap-room  or  the  skittle-ground  ;  and, 
where  domestic  habits  exist,  the  way  is  opened  for  both  moral  and 
religious  advancement.  As  the  condition  of  the  poor  improves,  the 
expense  caused  by  crime  diminishes,  and  the  pressure  of  poor-rates 
is  lightened.  Thus  the  whole  community  is  benefited  by  the  exer- 
cise of  a  wise  benevolence  towards  the  labourer. 

BEDFORD   commissioners'  MEETING. 

The  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Hereford  Paving  and  Lighting 
Commissioners,  was  held  at  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Guildhall, 
on  Tuesday  last, — W.  James,  Esq.,  in  the  chair.  There  were  also  pre- 
sent James  Jay,  Esq.,  R.  T.  Barra,  Esq.,  and  Messrs.  J.  B.  Parry, 
Benjamin  Lloyd,  T.  Durham,  E.  Abley,  E.  Bound,  Thomas  Worth- 
ing, J.  B.  Weaver,  &c. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev.  J.  Venn,  stating  that  he  had  long 
felt  convinced  that  it  would  be  conferring  a  great  benefit  upon  both 
oar  city  and  county,  if  some  model  cottages,  with  a  suitable  quantity 
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of  garden  ground  attached  to  them,  were  erected  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  city,  according  to  the  admirable  plans  of  tlic  London 
Society  for  tlie  Improvement  of  the  Condition  of  the  Labouring 
Classes.  Such  an  establishment  would  show  to  all  who  had,  or  were 
about  to  have,  cottage  property,  that  cottages  might  be  built  so  as 
to  be  both  durable  and  ornamental,  and  in  every  way  suited  to  th^ 
wants  and  decent  requirements  of  the  working  classes,  at  a  moderate 
expense ;  and  thus  a  superior  order  of  dwelling-houses  might  gradually 
be  introduced  amongst  us,  to  the  great  benefit  of  our  people,  both  in 
a  moral  and  social  point  of  view.  He  had  hitherto  been  looking  out 
in  vain  for  a  suitable  piece  of  ground  ;  and  he  was  almost  in  despair 
of  finding  one>  unless  the  Commissioners  would  kindly  consent  to 
sell  for  the  purpose,  at  a  moderate  sum,  a  field  belonging  to  tliem  of 
about  four  acres,  situated  at  the  top  of  Widemarsh  Common.  In 
that  case,  he  would  make  every  effort,  either  to  induce  some  of  his 
friends  to  become  purchasers,  or  to  purchase  it  himself,  and  imme- 
diately to  commence  building  upon  it 

The  Rev.  J.  Venn  (who  attended  the  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  into  any  explanation  which  might  be  required)  said  he  would 
just  observe  that  considerable  attention  had  lately  been  directed  to 
the  state  of  cottages  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  the  more  that 
subject  had  been  investigated,  the  greater  necessity  there  seemed  to 
be  for  an  effort  to  be  made  to  improve  their  condition.  The  cot- 
tages were^not  only,  in  many  instances,  in  a  most  dilapidated  state, 
but  they  had  not  even  the  decent  conveniences  for  human  beings  to 
live  in.  A  few  days  ago,  he  was  visiting  some  cottages  scarcely 
a  mile  from  the  city,  and  there  he  went  into  a  miserable  cottage,  in 
which,  from  the  lowness  of  the  ceiling,  he  was  unable  to  stand  up- 
right. There  was  but  one  room  below  and  one  little  garret  above ; 
and  yet  there  were  no  less  than  ten  people  living  in  it.  He  was  sorry 
to  say  that,  from  observation,  and  inquiries  he  had  made  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  there  were  numbers  of  cottages  in  a  most 
ruinous  state,  and  so  poor  knd  wretched,  with  so  little  accommoda- 
tion, that  they  must  be  highly  injurious  to  the  morals  as  well  as  detri- 
mental to  the  social  comfort  of  the  family,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
rents  were  high.  In  the  cottage  to  which  he  had  alluded,  they  paid 
51,  a  year  rent  without  any  garden  ;  and  he  believed,  if  the  whole 
materials  of  which  the  house  was  composed  were  to  be  sold,  they 
would  not  realize  10/.  So  long  as  the  labouring  classes  had  sucii 
wretched  accommodation,  it  could  scarcely  be  expected  that  they 
would  be  clean  and  orderly  ;  there  was  no  encouragement  for  them 
to  be  so.  The  houses  were  seldom  supplied  with  drains  ;  and  with 
the  utmost  care  and  industry,  great  difticulty  was  experienced  in 
keeping  them  in  anything  like  cleanliness.  It  was  highly  important 
that  there  should  be  some  improvement  in  the  dwellings  of  the  poor. 
It  was  most  revolting  to  think  of  ten  persons  sleeping  in  one  small 
room  ;  and  he  was  afraid  tliere  was  too  much  of  this  overcrowding 
in  many  parishes  of  this  county,  and  too  many  instances  in  which 
the  members  of  the  family,  and  even  strangers,  were  crowded  together 
without  distinction  of  sexes.  The  Society  for  the  Improvement  of 
tli^  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes,  in  London,  had  given  tbcir  at* 
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tention  to  the  subject,  and  had  employed  some  of  the  most  intelligent 
and  experienced  men  to  see  in  what  way  cottages  could  be  built  ao  as 
to  render  them  at  the  same  time  economical,  durable,  and  ornamental, 
and  constructed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford  proper  accommodation 
to  the  (kmiiy.  One  of  their  rules  was,  that  no  cottage  should  be 
erected  with  less  than  three  bed*rooms ;  aiul  the  tenants  were  not 
permitted  to  take  in  lodgers.  Seven  different  plans  had  been  drawn 
up  by  the  society,  which  would  vary  more  or  less  in  the  cost  of  build- 
ing. Amongst  others,  there  was  one  designed  for  a  model  lodging- 
house  for  unmarried  agricultural  labourers.  This  he  thought  highly 
necessary,  because  in  most  of  the  agricultural  districts  there  was  a 
great  lack  of  accommodation  for  single  men.  They  are  not  generally 
boarded  by  the  farmers,  as  was  formerly  the  case,  but  are  cast,  as  it 
were,  upon  the  world,  some  being  compelled  to  go  to  public-houses, 
some  to  other  parishes,  and  others  being  crowded  into  cottages  where 
already  there  was  an  insufficiency  of  accommodation.  Whether  it 
would  be  advisable  to  have  a  model  lodging-house  erected  in  the 
vicinity  of  this  city,  he  could  not  at  present  say.  He  could  not  help 
thinking  it  would  be  one  great  step  towards  improving  of  cottages 
throughout  the  city  and  county,  if  in  some  conspicuous  place  there 
were  some  model  cottages  built,  so  that  any  person  possessing  cottage 
property,  or  those  about  to  build  it,  might  come  and  see  them,  and 
ascertain  the  exact  amount  which  had  been  expended  in  building  them. 
Of  course  these  cottages  would  be  more  expensive  than  some  of  those 
already  built;  but  he  thought  the  poor  people  would  find  it  to  their 
interest  to  give,  if  necessary,  a  somewhat  higher  rent  for  them,  as 
they  would  confer  increased  advantages.  He  had  for  some  time  been 
looking  for  a  suitable  site ;  and  a  gentleman  from  the  London  society 
had  also  come  down,  on  his  invitation,  for  that  purpose,  who  had 
viewed  and  approved  some  land  at  the  corner  of  Widemarsh,  belong- 
ing to  the  city  commissioners,  and  which  he  (Mr.  Venn)  also  thought 
was  well  suited  for  the  purpose.  There  was  about  four  acres  of 
land  which  was  situated  close  by  the  side  of  the  road,  where  he  thought 
they  might  put  up  cottages  advantageously.  If  the  commissioners, 
considering  it  to  be  a  matter  of  public  benefit,  would  make  a  liberal 
offer  to  sell  the  Und,  he  would  then  do  all  in  his  power  to  induce 
some  friends  to  purchase  it,  and  to  build  a  few  model  cottages,  and 
as  the  plan  succeeded  more  would  be  built. 

Mr.  Fabry  thought  it  exceedingly  gratifying  to  see  such  a  spirit 
abroad,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  commissioners  would  do  everything 
in  their  power  to  facilitate  the  plans  suggested  by  Mr.  Venn.  If  any 
private  individuals  or  a  society  would  come  forward  and  build  model 
cottages,  or  give  the  commissioners  proof  that  they  intended  to  do 
so,  be  thought  the  Board,  ais  public  trustees,  ought  to  afford  every 
assistance  in  their  power.  In  his  opinion,  it  was  only  fair  to  take 
Mr.  Venn's  proposition  into  consideration,  and  that  a  decided  answer 
be  given  at  the  meeting  in  March.  He  begged  to  ask  Mr.  Venn 
whether  he  proposed  to  take  the  whole  four  acres,  or  only  a  part. 

Mr.  Venn  said  he  should  prefer  taking  the  whole,  as  it  would 
enable  them  more  effectually  to  carry  out  their  object — that  it  was 
most  important  that  allotments  should  adjoin   the   cottage  of  the 
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tenant.  A  man  would  do  twice  as  much  with  his  allotment  adjoining 
his  house  than  if  he  had  to  walk  half  a  mile  or  a  mile  to  it;  besides,  his 
wife  and  family  could  then  most  materially  assist  them. 

Mr.  Lloyd  said  many  farmers  had  an  objection  to  their  labourers 
cultivating  allotments,.  In  order  to  do  so  the  labourers  had  to  rise  at 
three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  thus  work  in  their  allotment 
for  two  or  three  hours  before  they  went  to  the  usual  employment, 
and  they  became  exhausted  before  the  day  was  over,  and  unable  to 
perform  the  same  quantity  of  work  as  they  would  otherwise  have 
been  enabled  to  do. 

Mr.  Venn  was  happy  to  say  those  objections  were  rapidly  giving 
way.  There  were  many  farmers  now,  who  themselves  gave  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  their  ground  for  allotments  for  their  labourers, 
and  the  result  had  been  exceedingly  beneficial.  The  labourer  was 
found  to  be  stronger  in  consequence  of  getting  more  food,  while  his 
wife  and  family  were  also  employed.  It  also  materially  lessened  the 
poor-rates.  He  had  been  informed,  upon  the  highest  authority,  that 
when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strickland  took  up  his  residence  in  a  parish  near 
Tewkesbury,  he  found  it  to  be  the  most  drunken  and  degraded  parish 
he  had  ever  seen,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  rates  were  exceed- 
ingly high.  That  gentleman  called  the  poor  people  together,  and  told 
them  that  he  would  let  them  all  have  some  land  near  their  houses. 
They  did  not  seem  to  appreciate  it  at  first,  but  the  plan  succeeded  by 
degrees,  and  at  the  present  jtime  the  poor  were  all  supplied  with  land. 
The  consequence  had  been  that  the  poor-rates  had  diminished  almost 
to  nothing,  and  there  was  not  now  a  more  sober  parish  in  the  world. 
A  gentleman  in  this  county  was  six  years  his  (Mr.  Strickland's) 
curate,  and  bore  the  same  testimony.  He  (Mr.  Venn)  believed  with 
Mr.  Parry,  that  they  would  do  more  to  keep  the  working  classes  in  a 
good  spirit,  and  promote  unity  betweeen  all  classes  of  the  community, 
by  carrying  out  the  field-garden  system  to  its  fullest  advisable  extent, 
and  improving  the  description  of  dwelling-houses,  than  by  anything 
else  which  could  l>e  devised. 

Mr.  Parry  said  it  was  a  great  thing  to  promote  good  feeling  amongst 
all  classes,  and  more  especially  the  working  classes,  after  the  horrible 
mischief  which  had  been  witnessed  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  He 
thought  they  were,  indeed,  bound  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  their  poorer  neighbours.  It  was  bad 
enough  to  be  poor ;  it  was  worse  if  they  had  no  sympathy.  He 
thought  it  advisable  to  appoint  a  committee  to  make  the  necessary 
inquiries  into  the  matter,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  would  be  a  fair 
price  for  the  land,  which  information  might  be  found  useful  when  the 
subject  was  brought  before  the  next  meeting,  and  it  might  tend  to 
facilitate  the  project. 

Mr.  Lloyd  thought  a  committee  unnecessary.  The  subject  would 
be  brought  before  the  next  meeting,  which  would  probably  be  a  much 
larger  one  than  the  present,  and  perhaps  they  might  not  then  be  in- 
clined to  favour  the  undertaking.  A  lengthened  discussion  ensued  on 
tills  subject,  when 

'  Mr.  Bound  moved  that  the  present  meeting  be  appointed  a  com- 
ndttee  to  examine  tiie  premises  and  make  all  necessary  inquiries,  with 
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regard  to  the  value  of  the  property,  for  the  information  of  the  next 
meeting,  should  it  be  required,  but  with  the  understanding  that  they 
were  not  required  to  make  a  report  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Parry  seconded  the  proposition,  which  was  ultimately  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Vbnn  then  thanked  the  commissioners  for  the  kind  and  patient 
hearing  which  they  had  given  him,  and  withdrew  from  the  room. 


EFFECT  OF  BENEFIT  SOCIETIES  ON  PAUPERISM. 

From  an  able  report  on  the  Birmingham  General  Provident  and 
Benevolent  Institution,  we  extract  the  following  statement  ;^<<  The 
committee  presented  the  following  important  statistics,  obtained  from 
an  inquiry  instituted  among  the  paupers  of  the  Birmingham  Work- 
house, showing;  that  it  was  against  the  causes  of  pauperism  there  given, 
that  this  institution  directs  its  efforts : — 
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*•*  From  this  lUtement  aie  excluded  those  who  have  been  in  the  army  or  navy, 
casual  paupers,  and  Irish. 


Donations  and  Subscriptions,  from  the  Slst  of  January j  I8485 
to  the  Slst  of  February,  1849, 

«««  Those  names  to  which  (D.)  is  prefixed  are  Donations ;  aU  others  are  Annual  Subscriptions 

£.  t.  d. 

C.B.A4dtrity,Esq.,M.P.(D.)  10  0  0 
Jabes    Jackson,.  Esq.,    New 

City  Chambers     ...       (D.)  10  0  0 
Hott  'Hon.     Marquess     of 

Bkndfdfd  ...        5  0  0 

Bt.Hon.LoidJ.BasseU,MJP.    .5  0  0 


cellor  House,  Bit.  Kphraim, 

Tnnbridge  Wells 

T.  Giunbler  Parry,  Esq.,  Rich- 
niond-terrace,  BoumemQUth, 
Poole         ... '       •••        •••    5 


5    0    0 


0    0 


48 


THE   labourer's  FRIEND. 


5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

o 

2 

0 

o 

o 

0 

Miss  M.  and  A.  James,  Addi- 
son road,  Kensington     (D.)     5     5     0 

J.  W.  Perry,  Esq.,  Mon  Hall, 
Harlow,  Essex      ...      (Dl) 

A.,  per  Nisbctts        ...      (D.) 

M%jor  Cruikshank,  per  ditto... 

Y.  T.,  per  Nisbetts  (D.) 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Kenyon 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount 
Alford,  M.P 

Lady  Astley,  Eversleigh,  Wilts 

Sir  Walter  James,  Bart.,  M.P. 

G.  A.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.P.      ... 

A.  B.  St.  Leger,  Esq.,  Berke-  * 
ley-sqoare 2     0     0 

Mrs.  Shacel,  per  Messrs.  Wil- 
liams   (D.)     2    0    0 

J.  N.  Heaihcote,  Esq.,  Qren- 
▼ille-st.,  Brunswick'Sq.     ... 

Rt.  Hon.  E arl  Harrowbj(      . . . 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Foley 

Sir  John  Dodson,  Hertford  st. 

Lady  Dodson 

Col.  Nelthorpe,  Monnt-street. 

Rev.  E.  Harden,  Norwood    ... 

W.  J.  BovUl,  Esq.,  New-sq., 
Lincoln's-Inn        

S.  Turner,  Esq.,  6ray*s-Inn-sq. 

J.  Cooper,  Esq.,  Brixton 

W.  Bean,  Esq.,  Camberwell- 
grove  

S.  Haydon,  Esq.,  Guildford  ... 

Mrs.  Hooper,  Amwell  House, 
Ware,  Herts,  per  A.  Gor- 
don, Esq 

Mrs.  F.  Turner,  Caleb  Overton 
Hall,  Oakham       

A.  Humber,  Esq.,  Tunbridge 
Wells         

J.  M.  Elwes,  Esq.,  near  Stock- 
bridge         

G.  C.  Smith,  Esq.,  Baker-st... 

M.  W.  C.  Hall,  Esq.,  Moriand- 
terrace,  Notting-hill 

Miss  Clark,  per  Nisbetts 

W.  Clntton,  Esq.,  Ollerton, 
Notts  10    0 

Mrs.  Cottrell,  per  Hon.  and 

»"  ReY.  M.  Villiers    I     1     0 

R.  R.  Whitehead,  Esq.,  Thees- 
comb  House,  near  Nails- 
worth,  per  E.  Dalton,  Esq., 
D.C.L 110 


2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Rev.  Dr.  Pacey,  Stevenage  (D.) 

Miss  Alexander,  Grosvenor-pl. 

E.  Stracbey,  Esq.,  West  Mall, 
Clifton,  Bristol      

J.  Quilter,  Esq.,  York-terrace. 

Miss  C.  Machin,  Sbedland,  nr. 
Swannage,  Dorset 

J.  R.  Rockley,  Esq.,  Covent- 
garden        

J.  Brickwood,  Esq.,  Grove- 
lane,  C  amberwell 

Miss  Scorer,  Champion -hill... 

J.  Farnell,  Esq.,  Isleworth   ... 

W.  Day,  Esq.,  Isleworth 

G.  Anhness,  Esq ,  Battersea- 
rise 

G.  Scrivens,  Esq.,  Clapham  ... 

Rev.  G.  Bnoknill,  Weedon, 
Northamptonshire 

J.  W.  Tottie,  Esq.,  Leeds     ... 

T.  B.  Pease,  Esq.,      do. 

J.  Heaton,  Esq.,         do. 

H.  Richardson,  Esq.,  Albion- 
street,  do. 


1  1  0 


0  10  0 


0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 

0  10 
0  10 

0  10 
0  10 
0  10 
0  10 


0  10  0 


DONATIONS    FOR   FAMILY  LODQ- 
ING-HOUSE. 

Rev.  Dr.  Ellerton      25     0     0 

Mrs.    Hugham,    per    Messrs. 

Williams  and  Co 

A.  H.  Bradshaw,  Esq. 

W.  Jennings,  Esq 

C.S 

A.  Palmer,  Esq. 
Robert  Wilkinson,  Esq. 
Right  Honble.  Lady  Caroline 

Murray        (D.) 

Major  Little (2nd  D.) 

Per  Mr,  Martin  j  Agent. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Timins     (2  years) 

Ditto        (D.) 

J.  H.  Pattison,  Esq 

W.  Hutley,  Esq 

J.  Carnell,  Esq 

W.  Parker,  jun.,  Esq. 
R.  B.  Gardiner,  Esq. 

W.  Catr,  Esq.  

Dr.  Palin,  LL.D 

H.  Ditchbum,  Esq 

C.  Spencer,  Esq 


20  0 

0 

10  0 

0 

10  10 

0 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

0 

2  2 

0 

1  0 

0 

\t, 
2  2 

0 

2  0 

0 

1  1 

0 

1  1 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

Note. — In  February  Number,  for  J.  S.  Stuart,  Esq.,  Eagle  House,  Blandford,  £0, 
read  Annual  £1,  and  Lodging-house  Fund  X2. 


Printed  by  Thoxab  C.  Sayill,  at  hii  Office,  No.  4,  ChEDdos  Street,  in  the 
Parish  of  St  Paul,  CoTent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex, 
and  Pablished  by  John  Wood»  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same 
Conntj,  where  all  CommunicationB  are  to  be  addressed.— Sold  by  Seelev, 
Bomside,  and  Seeley,  Fleet  Street ;  Nisbet  and  Co.,  Bemers  Street ;  and  J.  W. 
Parker,  Strand,  Londoo. 


^(  Ha^ounr'cf  :ffv(mtf. 


APRIL,  1849. 


No.  LIX. 


:9eUi  j!>eriei(. 


Prick  3d. 


SOCIETY  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  CONDITION 
OF  THE   LABOURING  CLASSES. 


OOVTBVT8. 


Proeeediugs  of  the  Society  iluring  the 
Mouth  of  March    .....     .p. 40 

Dalies  of  Superintendents,  and  Rules 
of  Lodging-Houaes  for  Single  Men    50 

A  Visit  to  Emigrant  Ships  ....     .0^ 

A  Scheme  for  Improving  the  Dwell- 
ings of  the  Poor r>G 


Model  Lodging-Houses  in  Paris  •     .  50 

Agricultural  Education 50 

Agricultural  Labourers 01 

On  Self- Supporting  Dispensaries  .    .  {)'] 


Donations  and  Snbscriptions  during 
the  Month  of  March 


04 


PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE    MONTH  OF  MARCH. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand. 

The  General  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  12th  day  of 
March.  Present: — Lord  Henry  Cholmondeley  in  the  Chair; 
the  Marquis  of  Blandford ;  Henry  Roberts,  Esq. ;  Thomas 
Twining,  Jen.,  Esq. ;  Tliomas  Rafford  Tweed,  Esq. ;  Major 
Litde;  Rev.  S.  R.  Cattley;  Henry  Blanshard,  Esq.;  Robert 
B.  Seeley,  Esq. ;  William  Gregson,  Esq. ;  William  Long,  Esq. ; 
Charles  A.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.P. ;  John  Bridges,  Esq. ;  and  Rev. 
H.  O'Neil. 

The  meeting  commenced  with  prayer,  and  the  minutes  of  the 
12th  February  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Allotment  Agent  reported,  that  he  had  been  engaged,  at 
the  request  of  the  Reigate  Cottage  Garden  Society,  to  inspect 
several  pieces  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  allotments ;  and  that  he 
had  made  application  to  the  South  Eastern  Railway  Company,  for 
about  nine  acres  of  land,  close  by  the  Red  Hill  Station ;  also 
that  he  had  been  engaged  in  getting  up  a  memorial  to  Lord 
Damley,  from  tlie  magistrates  and  leading  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Gravesend,  to  request  his  lordship  to  grant  a  piece  of  land 
in  that  town,  eligible  for  that  purpose. 

The  Sub-Committee  of  Dwellings  report  that,  pursuant  to  the 
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instnictions  they  have  received,  they  have  taken  the  house. 
No.  76,  Hatton  Garden,  on  a  lease  of  21  years,  at  £66  per 
annum,  which  will  be  settled  on  John  Dean  Paul,  John  Bridges, 
and  R.  B.  Seeley,  Esqs.,  as  trustees ;  and  that  they  are  now  occu- 
pied with  the  plans  for  enlarging  and  fitting  up  the  premises  so 
as  to  receive  about  60  inmates,  and  they  hope  to  commence 
this  work  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee. 

They  have  also  to  report,  that  their  attention  has  been  occu- 
pied on  the  sub-structure  of  the  Streatham  Street  Building,  which 
they  recommend  to  the  Committee  as  a  measure  they  have  been 
led  to  adopt,  in  consequence  of  the  necessity  of  excavating  nine 
or  more  feet  to  obtain  a  solid  foundation. 

The  average  inmates  in  the  George-street  House  are  100 
.  „  „  Charles-street  House    „    81 

„  „  King-street  House        „    24 

Letters  were  read  firom  Austen  Gardard,  Oswald  Mosley, 
J.  F.  Kelsey,  Alexander  Gordon,  J.  F.  Ostler,  .Edward 
Slaughter,  George  Pearce,  J.  Tidd  Pratt,  E.  W.  Moore,  W. 
Leveson  Gower,  John  Cator,  E.  Stracey,  John  Locke,  R.  H. 
Vade  Walpole,  Alexander  O'Neil  Caird,' Curtis  Knowle,  Robert 
Bowyer,  W.  Jennings,  Charles  Kennedy,  and  H.  Tayson, 
Esquires ;  from  the  Rev.  Messrs.  G.  A.  Rogers,  W.  Mackenzie, 
Charles  C.  P.  Golightly,  Dr.  Bagnall,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


MODEL  LODGING-HOUSES  IN  PARIS. 

A  NEW  French  journal,  Le  Pays,  gives  some  account  of  a  philan- 
thropic scheme  conceived,  and  about  to  be  executed,  by  M.  Cbabert, 
in  the  interest  of  the  labouring  classes,  which  extends  in  some  useful 
respects  the  principle  of  the  English  model  lodging-house.  His 
project  is  to  erect  in  each  of  the  arrondissements  of  Paris  what  he 
calls  ''  labourers'  cities.''  Clean  and  airy  lodgings  are  to  be  pro- 
vided for  the  tenants,  at  a  price  below  that  of  their  present  tainted 
abodes ;  consisting  of  a  kitchen,  bed-chamber,  and  sitting-room, 
heated  by  stoves  in  winter,  which  are  to  be  ventilators  in  summer.  A 
common  wash-house  will  be  established  for  each  <<  city,"  and  bathing- 
houses,  the  tickets  for  which  will  be  so  distributed  among  the  tenants 
as  to  allow  a  certain  number  of  baths  per  month  to  each  inhabitant. 
Furnished  chambers  will  be  provided,  at  six  or  eight  francs  a  month, 
for  workmen  who  have  no  means  of  purchasing  furniture — a  portion 
of  the  weekly  sum  going  as  rent,  and  the  remainder  to  liquidate  the 
furniture  by  instalments,  and  finally  make  it  the  tenant's  own.  Each 
"  city"  is  to  have  a  public  hall,  warmed,  as  a  place  of  shelter  forthe 
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poor  of  the  arrondissement ;  and  this  will  he  also  a  rendezvous  for 
the  unemployed  workmen  of  the  district — where  masters  may  find  all 
sorts  of  handicraftsmen  on  demand.  The  workmen  will  inscribe  their 
names  with  the  inspector  of  the  ^^  city," — whose  certificate  will  be  a 
testimonial  to  employers  in  search  of  hands.  In  several  of  the  arron- 
dissements,  physicians  have  already  offered  their  gratuitous  services  to 
these  intended  establishments. 


DUTIES    OF   SUPERINTENDENTS,    AND    RULES    OF 
LODGING-HOUSES  FOR  SINGLE  MEN. 

Thb  superintendent,  together  with  his  wife,  are  expected  to  set  an 
example  of  sobriety,  decorum,  and  exemplary  conduct,  abstaining 
from  whatever  might  in  any  degree  countenance  in  the  lodgers  an 
infringement  of  the  rules  for  the  general  regulation  of  the  hoose. 

He  must  faithfully  account  for  all  monies  received  by  him  or  his 
wife  from  the  lodgers,  at  such  time^  and  in  such  manner,  as  is  re- 
quired by  the  owner  of  the  house. 

He  is  to  keep  a  book,  in  which,  besides  a  regular  entry  of  the 
names,  period  of  occupancy,  and  payments  made  by  each  lodger,  a 
record  shall  be  kept  of  any  particular  circumstance  which  may  occur, 
either  of  the  nature  of  complaint  or  otherwise. 

The  superintendent  is  to  occupy,  free  of  rent,  the  apartments  ap- 
propriated to  him,  and  he  will  be  allowed  fuel,  soap,  candles,  salt, 
and  such  other  necessary  articles  as  may  be  required  for  the  estab- 
lishment. 

He  is  to  be  responsible  for  all  the  beds,  bedding,  furniture,  and 
other  effects  in  the  house,  and  as  far  as  is  in  his  power  to  preserve 
them,  as  well  as  the  building  and  fixtures,  from  injury. 

He  is,  together  with  his  wife,  to  keep  the  house,  the  bedding,  furniw 
ture,  Iec,  scrupulously  clean,  and,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  conduct  the 
establishment  according  to  the  rules  laid  down  for  its  government; 
in  addition  to  which,  the  following  instructions  are  to  be  carefully 
observed : — 

1.  No  lodgers  to  be  admitted  who  are  filthy  in  their  persons,  or  of 
known  bad  character. 

2.  Although  it  is  a  rule  of  the  house  that  each  lodger  shall  pay  his 
rent  in  advance,  yet,  as  from  time  to  time  it  may  occur  that  lodgera 
of  whom  the  superintendent  has  reason  to  form  a  good  opinion  may, 
from  want  of  employment  or  other  causes,  be  unable  to  pay,  he  may 
give  credit  to  such  for  two  weeks,  but  no  longer,  and  this  indulgence 
is  not  to  be  extended  to  more  than  threes  at  any  one  time ;  in- every  such 
case  the  arrear  may  be  paid  gradually,  but  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible. 

3.  As  it  respects  the  notice  required  from  a  lodger  before  he 
leaves  the  house,  although  the  lodgers  are  weekly  tenants,  if  under 
peculiar  and  unforeseen  circumstances  a  tenant  is  obliged  to  leave 
the  house  suddenly,  or  if  he  has  been  a  tenant  for  three  months,  any 
money  paid  by  him  in  advance  may  be  returned  to  him. 

e2 
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4.  The  due  observauce  of  the  rules  to  which  every  lodger  subjects 
himself  on  his  admission  is  to  be  enforced  by  the  superintendent;  and 
in  the  discharge  of  this  somewhat  difficult  part  of  his  duty,  he  is  ex- 
pected to  combine  firmness  with  kindness,  and  to  abstain  from  all 
needless  and  vexatious  interference  with  the  lodgers. 

5.  In  the  management  of  the  establishment,  strict  regard  to 
economy  must  be  observed,  so  as  to  prevent  all  waste  of  the  articles 
to  be  provided  for  the  lodgers,  which  will  comprise  fuel,  soap,  candles, 
salt,  &c. 

6.  In  reference  to  the  books  placed  under  the  care  of  the  super- 
intendentt  he  is  to  keep  a  list  of  them,  and  to  enter  regularly  the 
name  of  every  lodger  to  whom  they  are  lent,  and  to  see  that  they 
are  returned  in  good  order. 

Rules. 

The  lodgers  are  to  be  admitted  by  the  week,  on  payment  of* 

per  week,  in  advance,  and  to  be  subject  to  the  following 
rules,  which  are  intended  for  the  general  comfort  of  the  inmates,  and 
the  good  order  of  the  establishment : —     ' 

1.  The  house  to  be  open  from  five  in  the  morning  till  half-past  ten 
o'clock  at  night. 

2.  The  lamp  in  the  bed-room  to  be  lighted  from  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening  to  eleven  o'clock^  when  it  is  to  be  extinguished. 

3.  As  the  occupancy  is  by  the  week,  each  lodger  must  give  the 
superintendent  at  least  two  days'  notice,  before  the  end  of  the  week, 
if  it  be  his  intention  not  to  remain,  otherwise  it  will  be  considered 
that  his  occupancy  is  continued. 

4.  Each  lodger  will  be  provided  with  a  box  and  locker,  for  the 
security  of  his  property,  the  keys  of  which  will  be  delivered  to  him  on 
depositing  the  sum  of  one  shilling,  to  be  returned  on  the  re-delivcry 
of  the  keys.  All  property  belonging  to  the  lodgers  must  be  considered 
as  under  their  own  care,  and  at  their  own  risk. 

5.  Each  lodger  will  be  provided  with  two  plates,  a  basin,  a  jug,  a 
cup  and  saucer,  a  knife,  fork,  and  two  spoons,  which  are  to  be  under 
his  own  care,  and  on  leaving  the  house,  they  are  to  be  returned  to  the 
superintendent  in  a  sound  state. 

6.  The  property  of  the  establishment  is  to  be  treated  with  due  care, 
and,  in  particular,  no  cutting  or  writing  on  the  tables,  forms,  chairs,  or 
other  articles,  and  no  defacing  of  the  walls,  will  be  permitted :  any 
damage  done  by  a  tenant  is  to  be  made  good  at  his  expense. 

7.  No  spirituous  liquors  to  be  brought  into  the  house  or  drunk 
there.  No  person  to  be  admitted  or  allowed  to  remain  in  a  state  of 
intoxication.  No  one,  excepting  the  lodgers,  to  be  admitted  to  the 
house,  excepting  with  the  permission  of  the  superintendent. 

8.  No  card-playing,  gambling,  quarrelling,  fighting,  profane,  or 
abusive  language,  to  be  permitted,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  super- 
intendent and  his  wife  be  treated  with  respect:  their  duty  in  promoting 
the  comfort  of  the  inmates  will  be  to  see  that  these  rules  are  strictly 
observed. 
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9.  Habits  of  cleanliness  are  expected  in  the  lodgers,  and  any  person 
guilty  of  fililiy  or  dirty  practices,  or  rendering  himself  offensive  to  the 
other  inmates,  will  not  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  house. 

10.  Smoking  cannot  be  allowed  in  the  living-room  or  bed-room^ 
but  in  the  kitchen  only. 

J 1.  A  wilful  breach  of  any  of  the  above  rules  will  subject  the  party 
to  immediate  exclusion  from  the  house  ;  but  any  money  paid  by  him 
in  adv&nce  will  be  returned,  after  deducting  the  rent  then  due,  and 
the  amount  of  any  damage  done  to  the  property. 

12.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail  themselves  ot 
the  opportunity,  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  other  books  of  an  interesting 
and  instructive  character,  will  be  lent  by  the  superintendent,  in  the 
hope  that  the  lodgei-s  in  this  house  will  be  thereby  induced  to  'spend 
their  leisure  hours  in  a  profitable  manner,  as  intelligent  and  account- 
able beings. 


A  VISIT  TO  EMIGRANT  SHIPS.* 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Times" 

Sib, — The  loss  of  the  <*  Floridian/'  and  other  sad  casualties  to  emi- 
grant ships  which  have  occurred  of  late  years,  ha\%  tended  to  throw 
no  little  discredit  in  the  public  mind  on  the  cause  of  emigration.  It  is 
w  ith  some  hope  that  I  may  be  able  to  allay  the  apprehensions  of  many 
connected  with  emigrants  now  on  their  outward  voyage,  and  also  that 
I  may,  in  some  measure,  aid  the  public  generally  in  obtaining  a 
correct  view  on  the  subject  of  emigration,  as  carried  on  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Government  Commissioners,  that  I  now  beg  a  little 
space  in  your  columns  to  describe  a  visit  to  Plymouth,  very  lately 
made,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  satisfying  myself  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
arrangements  made  to  secure  the  comfort  and  safety  of  emigrants 
going  to  Australia  in  ships  chartered  by  the  Government. 

Having  taken  some  little  pains,  in  conjunction  with  many  of  my 
neighbours,  in  preparing  a  large  number  of  the  labouring  classes 
around  me  who  had  volunteered  as  emigrants — or,  I  should  more 
properly  say,  who  had  besought  our  aid  to  enable  them  to  emigrate — 
I  promised  to  meet  them  at  Plymouth,  see  them  on  board,  and,  if 
possible,  go  some  little  way  to  sea  with  them.  On  Monday,  the  5th 
of  March,  136  souls,  of  ages  varying  from  two  years  to  forty-one, 
left  my  immediate  neighbourhood  under  the  auspices  of  the  Bland- 
ford  branch  of  the  Colonization  Society.  Every  pains  had  been  taken 
to  see  that  they  were  properly  outfitted  for  the  voyage,  and  two 
respectable  individuals  volunteered  to  go  in  charge  of  them,  super- 
intending their  provisioning,  &c.,  on  the  road  from  Blandford  to 
Taunton.  At  the  latter  place,  by  the  kindness  of  the  railway  com- 
panies, third  class  carriages  were  found  for  them,  and  they  were  sent 
on  with  little  delay  to  Plymouth.  At  the  Laira  station  I  met  them, 
they  having  been  joined  on  the  road  by  a  fresh  batch  from  another 

♦  From  the  "  Times  "  of  tbc  22nd  of  March. 
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part  of  the  couDty,  an  earlier  train  having  also  brought  in  large 
numbers  from  Somerset,  Wilts,  and  Gloucestershire. 

By  taking  all  the  flies  on  the  stand  and  one  omnibus,  we  soon 
stowed  away  the  women  and  children ;  the  men  were  glad  to  walk  the 
two  miles  in  to  the  dep6t  at  Plymouth :  to  the  great  credit  of  our  two 
superintendents,  and  owing  also  to  the  precautionary  rules  we  had  drawn 
out  for  the  journey,  not  a  single  box  was  lost,  and  all  our  live  and 
dead  stock  for  the  good  ship  <*  Emigrant"  arrived  safe  at  the'  dep6t ; 
nor  was  any  complaint  made  to  me  of  ill-conduct  on  the  part  of  one 
of  the  travellers  through  a  wearying  journey,  in  which  none,  for 
thirty-six  hours,  could  have  had  much,  if  any  rest. 

Of  the  dep6t  itself  I  need  not  say  much  ;  it  consists  of  large  build- 
ings within  a  gateway,  with  extensive  yards.  These  buildings  are 
fitted  up  to  receive  the  emigrants  for  the  time  they  may  be  detained 
waiting  for  their  ship,  and  also  to  undergo  the  inspection  of  the 
medical  officer,  and  to  receive  certain  canvas  bags  and  other  articles, 
part  of  their  outfit,  furnished  by  the  commissioners  from  deposit-money 
paid  by  each  emigrant.  As  to  the  nature  of  the  dep6t  arrangements, 
its  mess-rooms,  laundries,  and  dormitories,  although,  in  some  small 
matters  of  order  and  detail,  I  could  wish  for  some  improvement,  I  saw 
nothing  to  which  I^ould  make  any  reasonable  objection.  All  the  officers 
of  the  establishment  seemed  disposed  to  show  every  kindness  to  the 
emigrants  ;  and  I  found  my  people  the  next  day,  after  their  night's 
rest,  quite  happy  and  comfortable,  with  nothing  to  complain  of,  all 
very  busy  in  writing  home,  to  tell  of  the  {to  them)  wonders  of  a  rail- 
way journey,  ending  at  a  place  where  they  looked  out  upon  the  sea, 
and  saw  real  ships. 

I  went  on  board  three  emigrant  ships :  to  two  of  them  I  paid  re- 
peated visits.  I  saw  the  "  Emigrant,"  of  753  tons,  the  ship  in  which 
my  poor  were  about  to  embark,  before  even  the  bedding  was  come 
on  board.     I  saw  the  '<  Florentia,"  for  Adelaide,  with  all  her  passen- 

fers  on  board,  having  come  down  the  channel  in  very  heavy  weather, 
went  on  board  the  "  Lady  Peel,"  a  few  hours  after  she  had  em- 
barked 180  Irish  girls,  bound  for  Sidney.  I  had,  therefore,  every 
opportunity  of  examining  into  every  detail  of  their  economy.  I  was 
most  kindly  assisted  by  every  officer  of  her  Majesty's  commissioners, 
whose  duties  were  connected  with  the  inspection  of  the  ships  and  the 
embarkation  of  the  emigrants.  They  refused  me  no  opportunity  of 
obtaining  every  detail  of  information,  however  minute,  which  I  was 
desirous  of  obtaining.  It  would  take  far  more  space  than  you,  sir, 
could  at  this  busy  time  spare  me,  to  describe  minutely  the  arrange- 
ments of  an  emigrant  sliip.  I  will,  therefore,  only  say  that  it  appeared 
to  me  that  no  precaution  was  omitted,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
to  secure  thoroughly  safe  and  sound  ships;  that  they  should  be  fitted 
with  every  convenience  a  ship  will  permit  for  the  comfort  and  classi- 
fication of  the  emigrants;  that  they  should  be  well  found,  well 
manned,  respectably  and  skilfully  commanded.  The  medical  super- 
intendents with  whom  I  became  acquainted  on  board  these  ships 
seemed  thoroughly  respectable,  and  were  kind  and  active  amongst  the 
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people  on  board.  The  dietaries  were  most  liberal ;  the  food  seemed 
good  of  its  kind ;  the  provision  for  the  sick  was  most  generous.  The 
arrangement  for  lighting,  and  warming,  and  ventilating  the  *'  between 
decks/'  seemed  all  one  coald  wish.  I  examined  many  of  the  passen- 
gers who  had  come  down  the  Channel  in  the  <'  Florentia,"  and  none 
liad  anything  to  complain  of  except  the  sea-sickness ;  but  this  called 
forth  an  expression  of  gratitude  for  their  captain's  and  surgeon's  kind 
endeavours,  in  the  worst  weather,  to  cheer  them  up  under  it. 

I  have  spoken  of  temporal  matters.  The  emigrants  are  not  neglected 
in  spirituad  matters.  Each  ship  I  found  again  and  again  visited  by 
one  of  the  Plymouth  clergy,  a  lady  who  seems  to  devote  herself  to 
this  good  work^  and  a  gentleman  whom  I  believe  to  be  an  agent  of 
the  Pastoral  Aid  Society.  These  good  Samaritans  seemed  thoroughly 
united  in  their  work.  They  were  assiduous  amongst  the  emigrants, 
giving  them  Bibles,  Prayer-books,  &c. ;  providing  work  for  the 
women  for  the  voyage ;  advising  them  on  their  conduct ;  seeking  to 
form  classes  amongst  them  for  mutual  instruction,  he.  Nothing 
struck  me  more  forcibly  than  the  respect  paid  by  the  captains,  crews, 
and  all  concerned,  to  the  persons  who  thus  act  amongst  the  emigrants. 
I  can  remember  when  a  boatload  of  preachers,  teachers,  and  Bibles, 
would  not  have  met  the  respect  and  ready  assistance  1  have  here  wit- 
nessed again  and  again.  I  was  asked  to  baptize  two  infants  bom  on 
the  voyage  down  in  the  '*  Florentia,'*  just  about  to  sail  out  again. 
The  captain  was  himself  present,  and  took  every  means  in  his  power 
to  show,  not  only  his  sense  of  the  solemnity  of  the  service,  but  his 
sympathy  for  the  rather  trying  position  of  the  mothers. 

Now,  sir,  do  not  let  me  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  the  **  between  decks*'  of  the  *<  Emigrant,"  with  her  326  emigrat- 
ing soub,  or,  in  office  language,  her  256^  statute  adults,  being  Dorset, 
Wilts,  Somerset,  and  Gloucestershire  labourers  and  their  families, 
was  an  Elysium-— a  scene  of  perfect  comfort  and  convenience.  No ; 
it  is  folly  to  tell  emigrants  that  a  ship  can  afford  to  labouring  men 
with  large  families  all  that  they  could  wish,  or  we  could  wish  for 
them.  But  I  am  perfectly  satbfied  that,  whilst  the  diet  is  infinitely 
superior  to  anything  they  have  ever  been  used  to,  their  accommoda- 
tion by  day  and  by  night  is  as  good  in  every  way  as  any  reasonable 
being  could  expect  to  be  at  the  command  of  so  great  numbers,  con- 
vey^ free  of  all  expense,  so  great  a  distance,  in  a  ship. 

The  single  men's  and  the  single  women's  compartments,  and  the 
infirmaries,  arct  except  in  the  matter  of  ornament,  nearly  as  good  in 
their  accommodation  as  that  of  many  a  yacht  in  which  noblemen  live 
for  months— superior  to  thousands  of  berths  paid  for  by  parties  emi- 
grating at  their  own  expense.  The  crying  evil  is  the  noise  and  pranks 
of  the  very  small  children,  which,  until  one  got  a  little  used  to  it,  made 
the  married  people's  compartment  literally  a  Babel.  But,  as  the 
parents  did  not  seem  to  mind  it,  I  suppose  it  was  not  so  insupportable 
as  it  appeared  to  a  looker-on  ;  however,  from  my  present  experience, 
I  do  not  feel  inclined  to  urge  persons  with  many  small  children  to 
emigrate  ;  and  I  think  the  commissioners  exercise  a  wise  discretion  in 
being  chary  of  free  passages  in  such  cases. 


56  THB  labourer's  friend. 

As  lo  Ihc  safi'ty  of  the  ships,  I  found  ihem  all  taking  passengers  of 
a  superior  class  of  life  in  the  cabin  part  of  the  ship;  they  are  carefully 
surveyed  by  competent  persons,  they  must  be  in  a  high  class  at  Lloyd*?, 
and  the  captains  and  mates  must  have  the  best  testimonials  as  to  their 
seamanship,  &c.  By  the  kindness  of  a  gentleman  at  Plymouth^  who 
put  his  yacht  at  ray  service,  I  was  enabled  to  go  some  little  way  out 
of  the  Sound  with  my  people  ;  to  the  last  I  saw  them  cheerful, 
contented,  and  happy  ;  they  had  begun  to  get  an  insight  into  the  way 
of  the  place,  and  though  small  children  would  cry  for  a  run  '*  in  the 
lane,"  or  be  unreasonable  enough  to  ask  to  go  and  see  a  neighbour's 
kittens,  now  many  a  mile  distant — on  the  whole,  I  saw  no  one  reason 
to  regret  the  pains  I  and  my  neighbours  have  taken  to  launch  these, 
our  poor  fellow-creatures  on  a  sea  of  adventure,  which  I  trust  will  bear 
them  to  lands  where  their  industry  and  honesty  may  win  for  them 
comforts  for  life  denied  them  here.  Our  leave-taking,  trying  as  it 
was,  I  believe,  on  both  sides,  was  mercifully  cut  short  by  the  com- 
mencement of  such  a  gale  of  wind  as  gave  us  no  tim€  to  think  of  any- 
thing, but  whether  we  could  pass  at  once  to  the  yacht,  or  be  content  to 
be  carried  off,  noiens  volens,  to  Madeira  or  the  Cape,  as  it  might  be. 

I  was  much  struck  with  the  cleanly,  healthy  appearance  of  a  cargo 
of  Irish  girls  from  the  **  unions,"  on  their  way  to  Port  Philip  and 
Sidney.  They  were  nearly  all  Roman  Catholics,  and,  spending  the 
Sunday  on  shore,  went  to  mass;  as  they  passed  through  the  town, 
every  one  was  struck  with  their  tidy,  orderly  appearance.  I  saw  them 
the  next  day  on  board,  and  was  most  pleased  to  find  the  pains  taken 
to  give  them  a  thorough  good  outfit  in  every  way.  Their  ship  was  as 
well  found  in  evei*y  particular  as  any  one  I  saw. 

I  trust.  Sir,  these  particulars  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  a  large 
class  of  your  readers.  I  am  satisfied  no  one  with  similar  opportunity 
could  have  taken  the  pains  I  did  in  the  matter  and  not  feel  convinced, 
as  I  now  do,  that,  so  far  as  the  government  can  do,  all  is  done  to  secure 
to  the  emigrant  to  Australia  everything  which  can  conduce  to  his 
health,  safety,  and  comfort  on  the  voyage.  In  matters  of  small  detail, 
experience  will  beget  improvements,  and  I  am  satisfied  the  agenU  of 
the  commissioners  are  ever  on  the  watch  to  suggest  any  that  appear 
feasible. 

It  may  be  said,  this  is  all  very  well,  your  humble  servant  saw  things 
got  up  purposely  for  his  inspection.  I  not  only  deny  this,  not  only 
disbelieve  in  any  attempt  of  the  sort,  but  the  very  nature  of  what  I 
saw  defied  all  human  power  to  make  it  appear  other  than  what  it  v^as. 

Having  made  myself  a  party  aiding  a  quantity 'of  poor  creatures  ot 
leave  their  homes  for  ever,  I  was  determined  to  give  myself  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  faith  was  kept  with  them  by  the  government  com- 
missioners ;  on  this  head  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  I  was  satisfied. 
I  will  only  add,  that  out  of  the  large  number  which  went  from  this 
immediate  neighbourhood,  all  were  literally  volunteers,  and  were  well 
outfitted  by  voluntary  subscription,  S.  G.  O. 


I 
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A  SCHEME  FOR  IMPROVING  THE  DWELLINGS 
OF  THE  POOR. 

To  (he  Editor  of  the  **  Journal  of  Public  Health.** 

Sir, — It  18  now  very  generally  admitted,  that  one  of  the  most  efKca- 
cious  means  of  elevating  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  would 
be  the  improvement  of  their  dwellings.  But  this  is  a  matter  which, 
according  to  the  tenure  of  property  in  this  country,  is  rarely  in  the 
working  roan's  own  power,  however  earnestly  he  may  desire  to  com- 
pass it.  And  though  in  many  cases  there  may  be  no  such  desire  en- 
tertained, this  very  fact,  that  several  of  our  fellow-creatures  show 
litUie  dbtaste,  if  any,  for  unhealthy,  filthy,  and  overcrowded  habita- 
tions, proves  the  extent  to  which  the  tone  of  their  character  is 
depressed  by  the  evil  influences  with  which  they  are  surrounded.  I 
address  myself,  then,'  to  those  who  have  faith  in  the  high  calling  and 
heavenly  destination  of  the  human  race ;  who  delight  to  think  of 
their  fellow -creatures  as  fellow  Christians ;  and  who,  in  either  point 
of  view,  deem  the  poorest  of  their  brethren  meet  to  have  access  to  a 
clean,  wholesome,  decent  home,  in  which,  however  plain  their  fare 
may  be,  they  may  be  free  to  cultivate  those  graces  of  our  heavenly 
religion  which  are  the  heritage  of  all  alike.  Inequality  in  rank  and 
wealth  there  must  always  be,  as  long  as  there  is  inequality  in  ability 
and  strength,  and  as  long  as  parents  can  secure  the  fruits  of  their 
exertions  to  their  children  and  descendants.  And  the  attempt  to  re- 
dace  all  to  one  level,  by  pulling  down  the  highest,  is  proved,  by 
universal  experience,  to  involve  the  certain  ruin  of  the  lowest.  But 
to  raise  up  higher  them  that  are  low,  is  the  glory  of  the  highest,  and 
is  the  gain  of  all.  There  is  no  necessity,  in  the  constitution  of  human 
nature,  nor  in  the  frame  of  civil  society,  for  any  great  and  glaring 
inequality  in  the  distribution  of  commodities  so  abundant  as  pure 
water,  and  fresh  air,  and  broad  daylight.  These  are  elements  of 
health,  and  therefore  also  of  wealth,  of  which  every  one  might  have, 
and  ought  to  have,  as  much  as  he  requires,  or,  at  least,  the  possibility 
of  having  them  if  he  takes  due  pains  to  obtain  them.  And  I  am 
not  aware  that  any  one  would  be  damaged,  nor  can  I  believe  that 
there  are  many  who  would  fed  their  own  dignity  impaired,  if  there 
could  be  made  provision  in  the  dwellings  of  even  the  poorest  through- 
out the  land  for  such  cleanliness,  and  wholesomeness,  and  privacy, 
and  decency,  as  are  now  rarely  to  be  met  with,  except  in  the  houses 
of  the  higher  classes.  It  is  in  furtherance  of  this  object  that  I  have 
a  plan  to  propose,  which  seems  calculated  to  meet  and  obviate  the 
chief  practical  difficulties  of  the  case. 

It  is  but  rarely  that  in  this  country  the  labouring  man  is,  or  can, 
become  the  owner  of  the  house  in  which  he  dwells,  or  can  have  any 
such  interest  in  it  as  to  encourage  him  in  improving  it  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. It  has,  however,  been  stated  frequently  of  late,  that  the 
owners  of  small  tenements  would  find  it  answer  their  purpose,  in  point 
of  profit|  to  put  them  into  a  better  sanitary  condition  ;  they  being 
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liable  to  lose  so  much,  id  the  preseot  state  of  their  propectyy  by 
arrear  of  rent,  owing  to  sicknesses,  deaths,  and  other  circamstaDces, 
which  such  an  outlay  on  their  part  might  largely  prevent ;  besides  the 
difference  which  might  thus  be  made  in  the  burden  of  the  poor's-rate. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  calculations  on  which  this  statement  is 
based  are  substantially  correct ;  and  that,  therefore,  pecuniary  inte- 
rest, independently  of  humanity  and  Christianity,  might  be  made  to 
tell  upon  the  parties  concerned,  and  to  promote  the  objects  aimed  at. 
But  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  bring  this  conviction  home  to  the  owners 
of  property  of  this  kind  ;  and  it  has  occurred  to  me,  that  a  success- 
ful instance  in  the  way  of  an  experiment,  on  a  scale  sufficiently  large, 
would  have  great  effect  as  an  example,  in  addition  to  the  benefit  which 
it  would  itself  directly  confer.  This  experiment  I  propose  to  com- 
pass in  a  manner  hitherto,  as  I  believe,  untried.  There  are  already 
societies  engaged  in  erecting  new  dwellings  for  the  labouring  classes : 
my  proposal  is  for  the  improvement  of  their  existing  abodes.  The 
erection  of  buildings  altogether  new  involves  the  outlay  of  a  very  Urge 
capital ;  and  however  desirable  in  itself,  and  indispensable  in  some 
situations,  it  cannot  abate  the  evil  of  the  dwelling-houses  already 
erected,  except  by  pulling  them  down  to  4;lear  the  sites  for  new  build- 
ings. This  method  might  often  be  the  best,  if  sufficient  funds  could 
be  obtained ;  and  it  may  be  the  only  one  i^plicable  in  many  situa- 
tions, where  not  only  the  houses,  but  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  and 
their  sewers,  require  to  be  wholly  reconstructed.  But  in  many  cases, 
in  the  country,  and  in  country  towns,  and  more  especially  in  the 
pUces,  half  town,  half  country,  which  abound  wherever  mines  and 
manufactories  prevail,  there  is  a  large  proportion  of  tenements  of  the 
lowest  class  that  need  no  such  entire  reconstruction  ;  where  there  is 
already  ample  width  of  road,  and  where,  probably,  no  expense  has 
hitherto  been  wastefully  incurred  by  inefficient  supply  of  water  or 
faulty  sewerage.  In  these  cases,  the  present  rentable  value  of  the 
premises,  as  far  as  it  is  based  on  the  outlay  previously  made,  would 
not  need  to  be  sacrificed  by  their  demolition,  but  would  simply  be 
added  to,  and,  as  it  is  conceived,  increased  more  than  in  proportion 
to  the  fresh  outlay,  by  judicious  alterations  and  additions  to  the  ex« 
isting  structure. 

Now  this  is  the  plan  I  have  to  propose-— namely,  that  an  Association 
should  be  formed,  which  should  undeitake  to  do  for  the  owners  of 
these  tenements  that  which  I  am  persuaded,  and  would  fain  persuade 
them,  that  they  might  profitably  do  for  themselves ;  such  society 
taking  leases  of  such  premises,  for  periods  varying  in  duration,  accord- 
ing to  the  outlay  which  the  dwellings  require,  to  bring  them  up  to 
the  prescribed  sanitary  standard.  The  working  of  the  plan  would 
be  similar  to  that  of  several  flourishing  societies  in  the  country  for 
hiring  land,  and  sub-letting  it  in  cottage  allotments ;  societies  which 
subsist  upon  small  annual  contributions,  and  on  the  responsibility  of 
respectable  trustees.  No  one  feels  any  doubt  about  the  security  of 
his  rent  in  letting  acres  of  land  to  such  associations.  And  it  may  be 
presumed,  that  the  owners  of  small  tenements  would  gladly  let  them 
to  a  middle  party  of  this  kind  for  a  reasonable  term  of  years^  deter-* 
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minable  on  fair  and  prescribed  conditions^  with  the  prospect  both  of 
sure  pay,  and  of  receiving  their  property  eventually  greatly  improved. 
The  business  of  the  society  would  consist  in  ascertaining,  by  a  com- 
petent surveyor — first,  the  present  nett  rental  of  any  such  property 
they  propose  to  deal  with  ;  next,  the  cost  of  putting  it  into  a  sanitary 
coDdilion;  then  the  improved  rent  that  might  probably  be  received 
from  it,  clear  of  all  annual  outgoings ;  and  lastly,  the  number  of  yean 
within  which  the  first  outlay  to  be  incurred  would  be  replaced  to  the 
Society^  by  the  excess  of  the  improved  rent  above  that  at  which  they 
propose  to  take  it  on  lease  ;  which  last  amount  must  of  course  be  re- 
gulated by  the  point  first  to  be  ascertained — namely,  the  present 
actual  clear  income  obtained  by  the  owner.  The  amount  of  rates 
and  the  cost  of  ordinary  repairs,  as  well  as  that  of  management,  would 
have  to  be  taken  into  account  on  both  sides  of  any  such  calculation. 
And  such  a  Society,  having  leasehold  interest  in  several  tenements, 
would  have  great  powers  in  promoting  the  late  legislative  measures 
in  reference  to  health,  which  would  tend  to  diminish  some  of  their 
own  expenses  as  regards  supply  of  water  and  drainage.  As  to  funds, 
it  is  apprehended  that  any  given  amount  of  capital  would  put  ten 
dwellings,  on  an  average,  into  a  sanitary  condition  for  one  that  it 
would  suffice  to  build  from  the  ground.  There  is  no  lack  of  means 
in  the  hands  of  the  wealthy,  there  is  no  lack  of  zeal  in  the  hearts  of 
the  benevolent.  And  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  class  of 
persons  whose  dwellings  it  is  proposed  to  improve,  are  well  aware, 
that  there  are  very  many  amongst  them  fully  capable  of  appreciating 
a  project  of  this  kind,  and  able  and  willing  to  promote  its  success, 
by  investing  their  own  savings  in  the  undertaking. 

If  the  publication  of  this  letter  in  your  Journal  should  induce  any 
parties  to  take  up  the  project  practically,  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive 
communications  on  the  subject.  And  I  purpose,  with  your  leave,  to 
publish  in  like  manner,  in  your  fo^owing  number,  the  result  of  any 
suggestions  that  may  be  made  to  me,  and  some  few  further  reflections 
on  the  working  of  the  plan.— -Very  truly  yours, 

Charles  Gxrdlestonb. 
Kingiwhiford  Rectory,  Dudley,  November  21, 1846. 


AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION. 

On  Saturday,  Feb.  3,  1849,  a  meeting  of  the  nobility,  gentry,  and 
farmers  of  the  county  of  Stafford,  was  held  in  the  Shire«hall,  Stafford, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding the  children  of  farmers  with  a  good  and  practical  education,  in 
connexion  with  the  Lichfield  Diocesan  Society.  The  Earl  of  Har- 
rowby  presided,  supported  by  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  Lord  St. 
Vincent,  Earl  Talbot,  Mr.  Adderley,  M.P.,  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  A.  C. 
Talbot,  the  Hon.  G.  Talbot,  and  other  influential  gentlemen.  The 
Earl  of  Harrow  by,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said  it  was  pretty 
evident  that  in  many  parts  of  the  country  the  poorer  classes  were 
placed,  as  regarded  education,  in  a  better  position  than  those  imme- 
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diately  above  them ;  tliat  the  labourers'  children  were  iu  fact  better 
educated  tlian  those  of  the  farmers,  and  this  arose  from  the  fact  that 
the  State  assisted  the  former,  whilst  the  latter  were  entirely  neglected. 
Those  connected  with  farming  were  no  doubt  generally  able  to  give 
their  children  a  suitable  education  ;  but  they  were  so  divided  by  dis- 
tance of  residence,  and  so  unaccustomed  to  combine,  that  they  were 
placed  in  a  very  disadvantageous  position  as  compared  with  the  in- 
habitants of  towns.  In  general,  the  sons  of  farmers  were  sent  out  to 
school  at  a  cost  of  from  25/.  to  30/.  per  annum,  and  the  expense, 
where  there  was  a  number  of  sons,  was  so  great,  that  the  youths  were 
often  removed  before  their  education  was  half  completed.  To  remedy 
this  evil  two  plans  had  been  suggested.  The  first  was  to  establish 
new  and  independent  schools,  and  the  second  was  to  improve  the 
common  schools  scattered  over  the  country.  The  objection  to  the 
first  of  these  plans  was  the  expense,  and  the  great  uncertainty  of  the 
result ;  while  to  the  second  was  urged  the  unwillingness  of  farmers  to 
allow  their  children  to  mix  with  the  children  of  the  humbler  classes. 
He,  however,  did  not  see  that  the  entertainment  of  the  one  scheme 
should  preclude  the  consideration  of  the  other,  and  he  therefore 
thought  that  the  meeting  should  not  finally  determine  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  either,  but  merely  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  the  subject. 
Experience  had  justified  the  establishment  of  schools  in  which  all 
classes  mix  for  the  purpose  of  education  ;  and  the  High  School  of 
Edinburgh  might  be  pointed  ait  as  a  worthy  example,  where  the  high 
and  the  low,  the  son  of  the  peer  and  the  son  of  the  artisan,  studied 
under  the  same  roof,  to  the  advantage  of  both.  The  mixtures  of  the 
various  orders  of  society  in  a  common  school,  while  it  did  not  dete- 
riorate the  morals  and  manners  of  the  pupils,  induced  the  cultivation 
of  kind  and  social  feelings.  The' experiment  had  been  tried  at  King's 
Somborne,  in  Hampshire,  where  for  &8,  to  10^.  a  quarter  the  sons  of 
farmers  and  labourers  were  taught  geography,  natural  history,  arith- 
meticy  and  every  branch  of  education,  more  especially  those  connected 
with  agriculture.  The  noble  chairman  then  observed  that  it  was  a 
remarkable  fact,  that  without  any  preconcerted  arrangement  similar 
modes  of  promoting  education  amongst  the  middle  classes  had  been 
propounded  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Since  his  arrival  at 
Stafford,  he  found  that  a  plan  upon  the  same  principle  had  been 
adopted  by  Sir  R.  Peel,  at  Tamworth,  and  he  believed  similar  mea- 
sures were  already  acted  upon  in  Herefordshire.  Earl  Talbot  next 
addressed  the  meeting,  and  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  the  farmers 
were  awakening  to  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  education  among 
them  had  been  much  neglected.  The  noble  Earl  moved  a  resolution 
to  the  effect,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  meeting  it  was  of  individual 
and  national  importance  that  the  children  of  farmers  and  the  middle 
classes  generally  should  be  educated  in  a  liberal  manner,  appropriate 
to  their  occupations  and  pursuits,  and  at  a  moderate  cost.  The  reso- 
lution was  seconded  by  Mr.  Ford,  and  carried  unanimously.  The 
Bishop  of  Lichfield  was  anxious,  as  bishop  of  the  diocese,  to  express 
his  approval  of  the  general  principle  of  the  measure.  It  was  manifest 
that  in  these  days  of  competition  the  farmers  should  be  able  to  apply 


THE  labourer's  FRIEND,.  61 

all  the  discoveries  of  science  to  the  improvement  of  agriculture.  The 
right  rev.  prelate  moved  a  resolution  to  the  effect,  *^  that  it  was  expe- 
dient to  provide  from  the  training  schools  or  institution  at  Battersea 
fit  and  proper  masters  for  the  national  schools,  and  that  those  masters 
should  be  qualified  to  communicate  religious  instruction  and  teach 
arithmetic^  geography,  the  lower  mathematics,  and  the  sciences  appli- 
cable to  agriculture."  He  did  not  anticipate  any  evil  results  from 
the  mixture  of  the  different  classes  of  society  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
he  believed  that  under  the  influence  of  the  roasters,  and  the  careful 
superintendence  of  a  pious  and  vigilant  clergy,  it  would  promote 
kindly  feelings  amongst  the  pupils,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  them  as  members  of  the  same  community  and  church. 
The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Carrington,  and  carried  unani- 
mously. Mr.  Adderley,  M.P.,  moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee, 
and  referred  in  terms  of  eulogy  to  the  speech  delivered  by  Sir  R.  Peel 
the  previous  day  at  Tamworth.  He  considered  the  plan  of  adopting 
separate  schools  hopeless,  and  thought  that  of  improving  the  character 
of  the  national  schools  by  far  the  most  feasible.  He  should  object, 
however,  to  any  plan  which  gave  a  boon  to  the  farmers  and  middle 
classes  at  the  expense  of  the  labouring  classes.  The  resolution  was 
seconded  and  adopted ;  and  after  an  address  from  Archdeacon  Allen, 
and  passing  some  formal  resolutions,  the  meeting  separated* 


AGRICULTURAL  LABOURERS. 

That  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  the  habits,  as  well  as  the 
moral  and  social  condition  of  agricultural  labourers,  is  unquestionable; 
and  if  employers  had  made  their  condition  the  subject  of  consideration 
with  a  view  to  their  benefit,  they  would  themselves  have  been  indirect 
gainers,  more  frequently  than  coniplainers.  Though  here  is  a  village 
school  free  of  expense  and  accessible  to  the  children  of  the  poorest 
inhabitant,  yet  the  fruits  of  their  education  give  the  impression,  that 
the  children  are  kept  in  the  most  profound  ignorance  of  all  that  is 
really  essential  to  their  well  being  in  after  life ;  and  their  education, 
meagre  as  it  is,  is  of  very  short  duration,  for  as  soon  as  the  children 
can  do  anything  in  the  fields,  they  are  taken  from  school :  the  parents 
plead  necessity,  through  the  lowness  of  their  own  wages,  as  the  reason 
for  this  :  the  children  are  there  contaminated  both  by  precept  and 
example,  and  too  often  encouraged  in  acts  of  depredation  and  pilfering 
by  their  parents.  This  is  the  sort  of  material  from  which  the  la- 
bourers in  the  southern  counties  are  derived.  Then,  when  the  future 
labourer  is  able  to  do  as  much  work  as  a  man,  whatever  his  age  or 
qualities  as  a  workman,  if  single  he  is  paid  2s.  a  week  less  than  as  a 
married  man ;  and  this  fact,  together  with  his  knowledge  that  his 
condition  hardly  can  be  worse  than  it  is,  causes  him  to  get  married  at 
the  earliest  opportunity:  although  he  knows  where  food  and  lodging 
are  to  come  from  on  that  day,  he  has  not  the  least  thought  or  know- 
ledge how  or  where  he  is  to  get  a  meal  on  the  morrow.  Such  is  their 
ignorance  and  prejudice,  that  if  a  new  tool  or  implement  is  put  into 
their  handsi  it  is  either  brokeui  or  the  prejudice  against  it  such,  that 
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the  employer  finds  he  must  take  to  the  old  plan  or  tool  again,  of 
necessity. 

This  state  of  things  is  often  owing  to  the  manner  in  which  labourers 
are  treated  by  their  employers,  and  the  former  are  frequently  objects 
of  sympathy  rather  than  censure ;  one  great  evil  is,  that  the  farmer 
employs  as  little  labour  as  possible,  more  especially  in  winter,  from 
an  idea  that  the  7«»  or  &s.  per  week  he  pays  a  labourer  is  so  much 
money  out  of  his  pocket ;  and  when  employed,  it  is  always  considered 
as  a  charity  to  give  a  poor  man  this  pittance,  and  have  his  six  days' 
labour  in  return  :  the  farmer  usually  will  pay  grudgingly  Ss.  or  4i.  a 
week  to  keep  a  man  in  the  workhouse,  rather  than  7s.  or  St.  to  em* 
ploy  him.  The  labourer  cannot  fail  to  see  that  his  serviees  are 
dispensed  with  as  soon  as  ever  the  farmer  can  do  without  them ;  if 
the  man  does  not  go  to  the  workhouse,  he  often  does  worse,  as  his 
state,  when  unemployed,  is  usually  the  prelude  to  poaching  or  pilfering, 
besides  acquiring  habits  of  idleness,  which  are  not  easily  forgot  when 
he  may  work  if  he  will. 

It  is  well  known,  that  in  agriculture,  as  in  manufacture,  labour 
judiciously  employed  will  repay,  and  is  frequently  the  means  of 
amassing  a  fortune,  as  hundreds  of  manufacturers  in  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  are  instances,  and  who  will  candidly  say,  that  employment 
of  labour  is  the  source  of  their  wealth — ^that  the  obligation  between 
employer  and  employed  is  reciprocal. 

There  is  abundant  labour  in  this  country  for  all  who  are  willing  to 
work ;  and  at  a  future  day,  in  all  human  probability,  not  only  addi- 
tional labour  will  be  employed  in  existing  channels,  but  new  channels 
will  be  open  for  perhaps  double  the  population.  I  have  remarked, 
that  where  cultivation  is  most  primitive,  the  labourer  is  in  the  worst 
moral  condition  ;  the  plough  may  be  seen  working  four  or  five  inches 
deep,  and  the  farmer  complaining  of  summers  either  too  wet  or  too 
dry,  and  light  crops.  I  have  seen  the  farmer  pay  more  money  in  a 
season  for  extricating  his  stock  out  of  the  pound  than  would  have 
paid  for  labour  to  keep  the  hedges  in  good  order ;  and  roads  so  bad 
that  more  horses  have  been  sent  for  to  release  his  team,  when  there 
were  plenty  of  stones  upon  his  land  close  by  for  gathering  up.  I 
have  seen  good  arable  land  for  weeks  together  under  water,  the  land 
producing  not  a  fourth  of  an  average  crop,  draining  considered  too 
expensive ;  one  farmer  said  his  land  lost  its  goodness  soon  enough 
without  draining  it  away.  I  have  seen  manure  spread  and  exposed 
to  sun  and  air  for  a  fortnight  before  it  was  ploughed  in,  on  land 
intended  for  wheat  and  turnips,  and  the  farmer  in  arrears  at  rent-day. 
I  have  known  the  farmer's  carts  going  to  the  nearest  town  for  guano, 
and  in  his  cattle  yard  at  home  was  a  large  place  occupied  by  a  dark- 
coloured  liquor,  reminding  one  of  Barclay  and  Perkins's  stout.  I 
have  seen  the  seeds  of  thistles  flying  in  the  air,  and  almost  covering 
the  ground  for  miles  in  extent,  and  the  farmer  only  employed  women 
at  hay-lime  and  harvest.  Can  it  be  wondered  that  the  labourer  is  in 
a  low  condition,  where  such  are  some  of  the  specimens  of  agriculture  ? 
To  make  good  labourers  there  must  be  a  good  feeling  between  them 
and  the  farmer,  as  abo  between  the  landlord  and  farmer ;   when  each 
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of  these  parties  have  an  uncharitable  feeling  towards  the  other,  the 
labourer  suffers.  It  is  also  desirable  that  piecework  should  be 
adopted ;  the  farmer  should  be  as  good  a  judge  of  a  fair  day's  work 
as  the  manufacturer,  who  ordinarily  has  his  work  executed  by  the 
piece. 

Good  wages  are  the  best  means  of  insuring  good  labourers,  and  a 
man  to  whom  a  shilling  a  week  additional  is  paid,  may  and  will  often 
save  three  or  four  times  that  sum  to  his  employer.  An  employer  has 
it  in  his  power  to  make  men  either  good,  indifferent,  or  bad,  according 
as  they  are  treated ;  but  when  all  are  placed  in  one  category,  all 
looked  upon  as  bad,  and  treated  as  such,  no  encouragement  given  for 
the  interest  the  workman  takes  in  his  employer's  property,  idleness 
and  industry  all  treated  alike,  the  good  are  discouraged  ;  and  the  bad 
and  indifferent,  although  under  proper  treatment  the  latter  would 
have  made  a  good  labourer,  under  a  humane  and  feeling  employer, 
becomes  a  bad  one,  because  it  is  taken  for  granted  that  he  is  a  bad 
one  and  always  treated  as  such.  That  solitary  instances  of  ingratitude 
and  dishonesty  are  seen,  is  granted,  and  this  more  in  higher  grades 
than  agricultural  labourers ;  and  he  who  says  he  has  reason  to  de- 
nounce the  whole  class,  carries  with  him  his  own  condemnation,  for 
it  shows  he  has  made  no  effort  to  improve  them.  I  once  heard  a 
labourer  say,  in  reference  to  his  master,  that  his  master  was  so  good, 
.  feeling,  high  principled,  and  unsuspecting,  that  he  would  rather  a 
man  would  rob  himself  than  his  employer. — Gardeners*  Chronicle, 

J.  H. 


ON  SELF-SUPPORTING  DISPENSARIES. 

'<  My  dear  Mr.  Wood, — I  have  been  very  ill  for  the  last  fortnight. 
I  believe  one  of  the  last  letters  I  wrote  was  in  reply  to  one  from  you, 
on  the  subject  of  <  Self- Supporting  Dispensaries.' 

'*  Your  committee  should  take  this  subject  up  in  good  earnest ;  they 
will  find  that  the  line  between  the  comparatively  provident  and  the 
comparatively  improvident,  which  these  institutions  afford  society  an 
opportunity  of  drawing,  will  have  advanced  a  long  step  in  solving  the 
great  problem  that  disturbs  the  whole  of  Christendom,  viz.,  that  of 
advancing  the  interests  of  the  working  classes,  without  committing  any 
injury  to  those  above  them.  I  am  prepared  to  prove,  that,,  whilst 
these  dispensaries  are  a  great  boon  to  the  poor,  it  is  also  a  great  good 
to  the  medical  profession,  who  have  hitherto  foolishly  imagined  that 
they  will  be  injured  by  them. 

*'  These  institutions  are  also  a  great  benefit  to  society,  for  they  ex- 
tend a  principle  of  good  will  deeply  amongst  the  poorest,  and  it  creates 
a  sort  of  unpaid  militia  on  behalf  of  order  and  discipline.  It  is 
morally  impossible  to  create  a  riot  in  a  town  or  district,  where  all 
are  banded  together  in  this  manner,  and  when  the  governmental  ar- 
rangements embrace  even  the  new  born  children. 

**  I  have  to  beg  that  you  will  not  allow  any  to  judge  of  the  working 
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of  these  institutions  from  those  who  are  hostile  to  them,  and  who  are 
even  now  bringing  forward  ghosts  of  arguments,  tJiat  have  been  long 
since  practically  replied  to.     I  remain,  dear  Mr.  Wood, 

«  Yours  faithfully,  &o.  D.  L.  Smith. 

"  Soatham,  20th  Feb.,  1849." 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE    MONTH  OF  APRIL. 

Exeter  HaS,  Strand. 

The  General  Committee  met  on  Monday^  the  16th  April, 
1849.  Present:— Major  Little  in  the  Chair;  R.  B.  Seeley, 
Esq. ;  Henry  Roberts,  Esq. ;  T.  Twining,  Jun.,  Esq. ;  M.  T. 
Spencer,  Esq. ;  Philip  Rose,  Esq. ;  and  John  Bridges,  Esq. 

The  meeting  having  been  opened  as  usual  with  prayer,  the 
minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  12th  March  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. 

The  Allotment  Agent  reported,  that  the  additional  glebe  land 
at  Leominster,  containing  about  ten  acres,  has  been  divided  into 
40  allotments,  at  \  acre  each,  and  let  to  that  number  of  tenants, 
who  arc  to  pay  1  Is.  6d.  each  per  annum,  all  charges  included. 

The  Agent  further  reported,  that  the  Surveyor  of  the  South- 
Eastem  Railway  Company  had  informed  him  that  there  arc 
several  pieces  of  land  on  that  line  of  railway,  adjacent  to  popu- 
lous places,  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  allotments ;  and  that  he 
expected,  in  the  course  of  a  short  time,  to  be  able  to  report  upon 
them,  and  upon  the  practicability  of  forming  local  Committees  to 
saperintend  the  management  of  them. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings  report  that  they  have  had 
three  tenders  for  the  proposed  alterations  in  the  Hatton  Garden 
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House,  for  female  lodgers,  of  the  respective  amounts  of  £790, 
d6777»  and  £637^  and  that  th^  have  acoepled  theilowaat  tender. 
The  usuat  contracts  have  been  signcrd,  aftd  the  ir&rk  is  |)roceed- 
ing  with  as  much  rapidity  as  possible. 

The  plans  for  the  Family  Dwelling  House  being  finally 
arranged  and  agreed  upon,  twelve  respectable  builders  have  been 
requested  to  examine  the  specification,  and  to  send  in  tenders 
for  its  erection. 

A  deputation,  consisting  of  Lord  Henry  Cholmondeley,  the 
Marquis  of  Blandford,  and  Henry  Roberts,  Esq.,  which  was 
appointed  to  visit  the  Tonbridge  Wells  Association,  and  to  meet 
the  Committee  there,  report  that  the  Committee  have  enclosed 
the  ground,  drained  it,  laid  it  out  in  allotments,  and  have  laid 
the  foundation  of  three  pairs  of  cottages,  to  which  a  fourth,  and 
a  lodging-house,  are  to  be  added,  and  that  the  whole  work 
appears  to  be  done  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

Resolved,  that  the  Marquis  of  Blandford,  M.P.,  be  elected  a 
Vice-President  of  the  Society. 

Resolved,  that  a  Sub-Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  and 
report  whether  any,  and  what  steps  shonld  be  taken,  in  order  to 
form  local  associations,  to  promote  the  objects  of  this  Society  in 
each  of  the  counties  and  populous  towns  of  England  and  Wales, 
or  in  any,  and  which,  of  such  counties  and  town^. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  having  been  called  to  the 
&ct,  that  the  Aylesbury  Archaeological  Society  was  desirous  of 
obtaining,  and  publishing  plans  for.  Models  for  Cottages ;  and 
to  the  state  of  the  Labourers'  Cottages  in  the  county  of  Bucks 
generally,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Secretary  do  open  a  communi- 
cation with  the  Aylesbury  Archaeological  Society,  to  ascertain 
how  far  an  independent  Society  can  be  formed  in  that  county  in 
connexion  with,  and  embracing  the  objects  of,  this  Society. 

Letters  were  read  fit)m  Revs.  G.  A.  Rogers,  J.  Marriner, 
Dr.  Pacey,  William  Leeke,  and  C.  Girdlestone ;  from  Sir  W. 
Colebrooke,  Lady  Vane ;  J.  Labouchere,  A.  Gordon,  O.  Mosley, 
C.  N.  Wilde,  J.  M.  Hill,  J.  F.Kelsey,  N.  Robinson,  J.  Richanl- 
son.  Esquires  ;  fix)m  Dr.  Bagnall,  the  Poor-Law  Commissioners, 
Messrs.  Langdon^  Walesby,  Day,  E.  J.  S.,  an  Emigrant,  &c.  &c 
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TORQUAY  LABOURER'S  FRIEND  SOCIETY. 

On  Tuesday,  the  20th  of  March^  a  public  meeting  was  held  at  Che 
Royal  Hotel,  Torquay,  to  consider  the  condition  of  the  labouring 
classes,  and  the  means  which  may  be  adopted  for  its  amelioration, 
especially  those  proposed  by  the  Labourer*s  Friend  Society. 

The  meeting,  which  was  not  so  numerously  attended  as  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  deserved,  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Phillipps,  the 
Chairman,  the  Rev.  J.  Babington,  Mr. Vivian,  Mr.Garratt,  Mr.  Hack, 
and  the  Ilev«  W.  K.  Montgomery.  The  following  were  the  principfld 
topics  referred  to  : — 

The  state  of  the  Dwellings  of  the  Poor  and  the  lodging-houses 
was  described  by  Mr.  Babington  as  being  most  unsatisfactory  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  whole  families,  irrespective  either  of  age  or  sex, 
being  crowded  together  frequently  in  one  room,  without  any  pro- 
vision being  made  for  the  most  ordinary  requirements  of  health  or 
decency.  Not  only  in  crowded  cities,  but  in  the  rural  districts,  this 
was  described  as  being  the  case  ;  the  defective  law  of  settlement, 
which  fixes  the  pauper  upon  the  parish  where  he  was  bom,  or  where 
he  sleep,  rather  than  where  he  works,  encouraging  the  practice  of 
employing  labourers  from  a  distance  instead  of  providing  them  with 
cottages  near  their  work.  Mr.  Hack  mentioned  some  most  discredit- 
able cases  which  had  reoently  been  brought  before  the  Board  of 
Guardians  in  this  Union.  In  districts  where  employment  is  regular 
the  remedy  is  easy — the  Labourer's  Friend  Society  having  furnished 
plans  and  estimates  for  cottages,  in  which  every  comfort  is  supplied, 
at  a  cost  even  below  that  of  the  present  miserable  hovels.  In  this 
town  the  great  uncertainty  in  the  demand  for  labour  in  building 
renders  it  difficult  to  provide  an  adequate  supply  of  lodgings  for  the 
great  influx,  at  certain  seasons,  without  overburdening  the  town  with 
a  class  of  houses  which  would  not  be  required  by  the  resident  popu- 
lation. Still,  very  much  might  be  done  to  improve  the  character  of 
the  existijig  dwellings  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  the 
best  Bieans  of  judging,  that  the  erection  of  a  superior  class  of  cot- 
tages and  well  conducted  lodging-houses  would  not  only  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  poor,  but  a  very  remunerative  speculation,  the  returns 
being  at  present  most  exorbitant,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty 
which  builders  experience  in  raising  money  on  mortgage  upon  this 
species  of  property,  and  the  trouble  occasioned  in  its  management. 
A  scheme  has  already  been  projected  for  supplying  some  of  the  com- 
forts of  a  home  to  single  men,  who  generally  rent  merely  a  bed  or 
part  of  a  bed,  and  are  driven  to  take  their  meals  and  spend  their 
evenings  at  a  public-house.  It  is  proposed  to  open  a  Club,  upon  a 
humble  scale,  at  the  Temperance  Hall,  with  a  coffee  and  reading- 
room,  which,  at  a  very  low  rate  of  charge,  might  be  made  self- 
supporting. 

The  Allotment  System,  the  only  substitute  for  cottage-gardens, 
was  very  fully  discussed.     Mr,  Babington  detailed  the  extraordinary 
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success  which  had  attended  his  trial  of  it  in  Leicestershire,  where  a 
most  demoralized  and  disaffected  population  bad  been  thoroughly 
reclaimed  to  habits  of  industry  and  contentment.  He  had  himself 
nearly  two  hundred  tenants,  the  plots  varying  from  a  quarter  of  an 
acre  to  a  few  perches.  Mr.  Garratt  reported  his  experience  of  the 
same  system,  at  Marldon,  during  nearly  twenty  years,  as  most 
encouraging,  and  read  a  statement  which  he  had  just  received  from 
his  tenant,  Mr.  Whiteway,  which  puts  the  whole  question  in  so  fair  a 
light,  that  we  give  it  entire  : — 

"  List  of  the  allotment  fields  on  Mr.  Garratt's  estate  at  Marldon, 
March  20th,  1849. 

"No.  1.— A  field  called  Stringsland,  7a.  Or.  18p.,  rent  40s.  per 
annum.  15  allotments  in  ^  acre,  ^  acre,  and  60  yards;  first  let  in 
allotments  in  the  year  1829, — during  the  whole  time  but  one  tenant 
has  failed  in  his  payment  of  rent,  except  last  year,  when  one  tenant 
had  much  sickness,  and  was  unable  to  pay,  but  I  have  no  doubt 
he  will  do  so,  as  he  is  an  industrious  man,  and  has  always  paid 
it  previous  to  that  time.  The  first,  not  an  agricultural  laboorery 
addicted  to  drink  ;  he  has  since  left  the  parish.  Not  many  of  the 
allotments  have  changed  hands ;  several  of  the  tenants  in  this  field 
are  my  own  labourers ;  I  can  speak  of  them  as  a  sober,  industrious, 
honest  set  of  men ;  some  of  them  having  worked  under  me  for 
20  years  and  upwards, — some  of  them  I  am  much  attached  to  as 
labourers. 

"  No.  2. — Rovers,  6a.  1r.  29p.,  rent  20s.  per  acre;  15  allotments 
in  i  acre,  \  h^re,  and  60  yards,  and  one  allotment  100  yards,  I 
believe  let  in  the  year  1830 ; — only  one  tenant  in  this  field  has  failed 
in  the  payment  of  his  rent,  not  an  agricultural  labourer, — he  is  a  hard 
working  man,  but  very  fond  of  drink,  and  neglects  his  family  ;  I  gave 
him  notice  to  quit  in  the  year  1837. 

"No.  3.— Back  Tor,  1a.  3r.  22p.,  six  allotments.  The  manage- 
ment of  this  was  with  Mr.  Lowcock,  I  know  but  little  about  it. 

"  No.  i. — Great  Torpark,  4a.  Or.  IOp.,  rent  15*.,  ten  allotments 
of  60  yards  and  40  yards. 

"  No.  5. — Plain  Tor,  4a.  2r.  Up.,  rent  25*,  twelve  allotments  of 
60  yards  and  40  yards.  These  two  were  only  let  in  allotments  Lady- 
day,  1847 ;  the  whole  of  the  tenants  paid  their  twelve  months*  rent 
cheerfully.  The  occupation  being  so  short,  will  preclude  my  making 
any  further  observation. 

"  The  rents  are  free  of  all  outgoings. 

"  When  first  the  allotment  system  was  named  and  acted  upon,  the 
impression  on  my  mind  was,  that  it  would  occupy  too  much  of  the 
minds  and  time  of  the  labourers,  so  as  to  make  them  regardless  of 
their  master's  interest,  and  I  was  also  afraid  it  would  be  a  cloak  for 
petty  pilfering.  When  I  first  came  into  the  parish,  about  twenty-three 
years  ago,  the  labourers  were  spoken  of  as  being  dishonest,  and  not 
the  must  respectable  cast ;  much  work  at  that  time  was  necessary 
to  be  done  on  the  estate,  labourers  were  employed  regardless  of 
character ;  many  of  them  are  working  with  me  to  this  day  ;  what 
with  kind  treatment,   patience,  and  watchfulness,  1  think  I  have  as 
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respectable  a  set  of  labourers  as  any  man  need  desire,  and  I  think  they 
are  attached  to  me,  and  also  to  my  landlord — their  manner  and  conduct 
give  me  reason  to  think  so;  1  also  attribute  a  great  deal  to  their  minds 
being  profitably  occupied  in  something  useful  to  themselves  and 
families  during  the  many  leisure  hours  they  have,  in  what  they  con- 
sider their  own  time,  and  look  upon  it  that  the  mind  of  man  is  so 
constituted,  if  not  employed  in  what  is  useful,  it  is,  I  may  say,  in- 
stinctively led  to  that  which  is  injurious,  both  to  himself  and  to  those 
about  him.  One  fact  is  remarkable,  not  one  of  the  allotment  tenants 
in  the  twenty  years  has  been  detected  in  stealing,  or  has  beeo  brought 
before  a  magistrate  for  misdemeanor.  I  occasionally  allow  my  men 
to  go  a  day  for  themselves,  tliat  they  may  not  trespass  on  my  time ;  I 
have  never  found  one  of  them  desirous,  if  anything  is  pressing  in  my 
irork,  to  ask  to  leave  to  attend  to  their  own :  I  have  been  par- 
ticularly struck  with  this  in  the  harvest-time.  Some  of  them  grow  a 
little  corn, — it  would  appear  natural  that  they  should  be  anxious  to 
go  away  to  secure  it ;  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  one  of  them  ever 
asked  me  to  leave  my  field  when  they  saw  there  was  work  of  mine  to 
be  done. — There  is  another  beneficial  effect,  and  that  is  upon  the 
rising  generation — as  soon  as  the  boys  are  capable  of  doing  a  little, 
I  see  the  parents  taking  them  to  their  allotments,  instructing  them,  and 
giving  them  an  idea  how  to  work :  it  keeps  them  out  of  mischief,  and 
brings  them  up  in  habits  of  industry.  If  I  was  writing  to  any  one 
desirous  of  a  hint  respecting  allotments,  I  should  say,  avoid  giving  the 
Ubourers  too  much  land  to  cultivate, — half  an  acre  is  ample  for  the 
largest  family, sufiicient.to  occupy  tlieir  leisure  time,  without  trespassing 
upon  those  hours  which  should  be  given  to  their  employer,  and  do 
not  exact  a  higher  rent  than  it  is  fairly  worth  to  a  person  getting  his 
living  out  of  it." 

Mr.  Vivian  stated  that  he  had  now  thirty-eight  allotments,  of  a 
qoarter-acre  each,  on  the  Babbicombe  Road,  principally  occupied  by 
mechanics  and  men  of  sedentary  trades,  which  promised  to  be  very 
successful,  afibrding  not  only  a  supply  of  vegetables  for  their  families, 
hot  a  healthful  occupation ;  and  at  the  same  time  that  they  obtaiued  a 
fair  return,  they  had  the  means  of  judging  by  experience  how  un- 
founded were  the  expectations  held  out  by  the  projectors  of  the  Char- 
tist Land  Scheme,  to  which  many  of  them  had  been  subscribers. 

Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  were  advocated, — the 
former,  as  affording  the  safest  investment  for  a  small  fund  to  fall  back 
upon  when  work  is  scarce,  or  for  those  who  are  not  entirely  dependent 
upon  daily  wages, — the  latter,  as  indispensable  to  those  from  whom 
sickness  at  once  cuts  off  their  income  and  doubles  their  expenditure. 
The  joint-stock  principle,  and  benefit  of  survivorship  in  the  Friendly 
Society,  by  which  each  member  is  enabled  to  draw  an  amount,  not 
limited,  as  in  the  Savings  Bank,  to  that  which  he  had  contributed,  but 
proportioned  to  the  extent  of  his  necessities,  was  shown  to  be  the  only 
provision  by  which  the  industrious  classes  could  be  rendered  inde- 
pendent. Unfortunately,  however,  these  societies  are  onlinarily  so 
connected  with  a  public-house,  that  they  become  a  snare  to  the  indus- 
trious and  provident  of  both  sexes,  and  too  frequently  induce  habits 
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which  more  than  neutralixe  any  good  that  can  be  obtained  from  them; 
their  tables  are  also  so  unsound,  that  the  expectations  held  out  are 
nerer  realized,  the  club  generally  breaking  as  soon  as  the  members 
require  support  The  society  Inost  recommended  was  the  Western 
Prorident  Association,  now  containing  upwards  of  500  members,  a 
branch  of  which  has  been  established  in  this  town.  It  was  shown 
that  about  one  shilling  a  month,  contributed  by  the  members  who 
enter  this  institution  at  an  early  age,  would  secure  10s.  a  week  in 
sickness  until  the  age  of  sixty-five,  and  that  a  further  subscription  of 
the  same  amount  would  insure  an  annuity,  after  that  age,  of  2s.  6d. 
per  week  for  life,  and  large  sums  in  the  same  proportion.  A  payment 
at  death,  and  the  endowment  of  children,  may  also  be  insured  at 
similar  rates. 

As  an  auxiliary  to  all  these  schemes,  removing  at  once  the  great 
obstacle,  and  providing  the  means  for  their  adoption,  Tbmpsrancb 
was  advocated,  to  the  extent  of  Total  Abstinence.  Mr.  Babington, 
President  of  the  Leicester  Society,  containing  2800  members,  stated, 
from  his  own  observations,  the  invariable  success  of  the  system  amongst 
all  classes :  cases  were  given  of  gangs  employed  upon  the  railways,  the 
granite  quarries,  in  digging  canals,  where  they  were  exposed  to  wet 
and  cold,  and  in  the  beat  of  the  harvest  field,  in  which  the  Total 
Abatainere  far  outstripped  those  who  were  supplied  with  drink. 


FRIENDLY,  OR  BENEFIT  SOCIETIES. 

We  have  again  to  report  the  painful  result  of  the  investigation  of 
another  benefit  society,  which  was  commenced  with  the  modt  perfect 
integrity  of  purpose,  and  has  been  conducted  with  strict  regard  to 
good  feeling  and  economy.  A  suspicion  having  been  awakened,  by 
our  former  articles  on  the  subject,  that  the  tables  of  the  Society  in 
question  were  probably  unsound,  we  were  requested  to  submit  them, 
with  the  full  particulars  of  the  ages  and  expectancies  of  the  depositors, 
to  an  experienced  actuary,  and  we  regret  to  state  the  following  as  the 
result : — 


Dr.  Benefits. 
To  tbe  present  value  oTj 
benefits  to  members  in  I 
ncknesa  and  M  age,  V 
and  to  their  representa-  I 
lives  at  death      .    .    .J 


l2iU  14 


Per  contra,  Contributors.     Cr. 


By  present  worth  of  the 
ftitnre     payments 
members  .         • 

Amount  in  hand,  as  per  ) 
statement  on  schedule  > 
tendered ) 

Balance  against  the  So- 
ciety      


the  ; 


! 


720  U 


180  10   10 


314     3     2 
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While  on  this  subject,  we  cannot  do  better  than  give  publicity  to 

the  following  sensible  letter,  addressed  to  Lord  Ashley,  which  we  have 

had  some  time  in  our  possession  : — 

My  Lord, — I  took  the  liberty  to  address  your  lordship  on  the 

subject  of  Friendly  Societies,  some  four  or  five  years  ago,  from 

WahMtU,  when  the  factory  question  was  upon  your  hands.     The  very 
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courteous  reply  which  I  received  from  your  lordship  on  that  occasioiiy 
induoes  me  to  address  you  agsin  upon  the  subject.  As  regards  the 
interests  of  the  working  classes  of  this  country,!  know  of  no  question, 
except  national  education,  that  afibcts  them  so  much  as  friendly 
societies*  And  the  delusion  that  has  fHPevaiied  upon  the  sulyectevett 
among  the  higher  classes,  is  lamentable  in  the  extreme.  And  to  give 
your  lordship  a  proof  of  how  great  the  indifference  of  goTemmeot  to 
the  matter  has  been,  I  would  just  mention  that  friendly  societioi  were 
established  by  act  of  parliament  some  50  years  ago.  A  dause  was 
suddenly  introduced  into  the  Savings  Bank  Act,  to  prevent  noa* 
enrolled  societies  from  depositing  their  funds  in  these  institutaone 
some  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago.  This  shows  thai  government  was  in 
some  measure  alive  to  the  fact  that  many  friendly  societies  were  irn* 
properly  oondudted,  and  that  it  wss  desirable  to  compel  them  to  enrol 
their  rules;  but  the  object  seems  to  have  been  of  a  political  charader, 
for  the  doty  of  the  barrister  appointed  was  simply  to  see  that  the  rules 
did  not  millute  against  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  not  to  emiify  thai  ilk 
rnks  were  e&tmdy  and  oakulaied  to  effect  the  obfectt  ef  ike  eocie^.  The 
natural  consequence  of  this  has  been,  that  government  has  actnallj 
been  encouraging  the  establishment  of  unsound  friendly  societies  all 
over  the  countrj^-Mstr  aiom  officer  hoe  been  appending  hie  certifioaiee 
by  hundreds  to  rtdee  thai  were  notorkm^  tmmmnd.  And  thb  systens 
was  allowed  to  go  on  tiil  1847,  when  the  simple  clause  was  introduced 
into  the  fKendly  society  act,  that  hereafter  no  rules  should  be  enrolled 
by  Mr.  Tidd  Pratt  without  a  certificate  from  an  actuary  of  five  years 
sUnding,  to  say  that  the  tables  were  constructed  on  sound  principles. 
My  lord,  it  makes  my  heart  burn  with  indignation  when  1  think  of 
the  untold  evib  that  have  arisen  from  this  state  of  things.  So  many 
enrolled  eoeietiee  have  failed,  that  a  belief  is  extensively  creeping  in 
open  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  every  society  has  its  day,  and 
nmst  of  necessity  fail  sooner  or  later ;  and  this  surely  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at.  Look  at  the  position  in  which  the  Odd  Fellows' 
Societies  are  placed,  with  250,000  to  300,000  members,  and  in  a 
state  of  insolvency.  Why,  my  lord,  it  is  enough  to  destroy  the  fru- 
gality of  the  whole  country.  But  it  may  be  replied,  government  is 
not  to  blame  for  this :  my  conviction  is,  that  the  present  money  scale 
used  in  that  society  would  have  been  enrolled  at  the  very  commence- 
ment, if  the  society  would  have  given  up  some  secret  passwords,  which 
might  have  been  converted  into  something  of  a  dangerous  political 
character ;  and  this,  I  believe,  was  the  main  duty  of  Mr.  Tidd  Pratt 
to  look  after.  In  short,  the  compulsory  enrolment  of  rules,  so  far  as 
the  clause  inserted  In  the  Savings  Bank  Act  could  make  it  so,  was  a 
clumsy  piece  of  business.  The  object  on  the  part  of  government 
was,  I  believe,  entirely  political — it  produced  that  impression  on  the 
minds  of  the  people  i  rather  than  enrol  their  rules  to  please  the 
government,  they  chose  to  withdraw  their  moneys  from  the  Savings 
Bank,  and  invest  them  in  less  secure  places,  and  in  this  way  also  the 
coasequenoes  to  the  working  classes  were  most  mischievous.  My 
firm  conviction  is,  that  if  anything  approachioff  to  a  correct  statement 
of  the  present  condition  of  the  flrieodly  societies  of  this  country,  and 
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the  evils  consequent  on  their  mismanagementy  could  be  brought  under 
your  lordship*s  notice,  you  would  be  appalled,  even  with  your  exten- 
sive knowledge  of  the  social  condition  of  this  country.  The  influence 
of  Savings  Banks  has  never  reached  the  dense  masses  in  our  large 
towns ;  and  where  that  ceases,  the  influence  of  friendly  societies  begios} 
-»yes,  and  perpetuates  those  very  evils  which  it  ought  and  might  be 
the  very  best  means  that  could  be  devised  for  providing  a  remedy. 

Government  has  succeeded  in  the  Savings  Bank  question^  and  I 
do  not  see  why  it  should  not  equally  succeed  in  establishing  a 
nationcd  system  ^friendfy  socieHes,  with  a  system  of  management  Df 
a  mixed  kind,  composed  of  officers  of  the  working  and  higher  classes. 
I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction,  my  lord,  that  nothing 
short  of  a  thorough  radical  reform  of  the  entire  system  will  meet  the 
wants  of  the  people;  and  the  sooner  government  applies  itself 
vigorously  to  the  task  the  better.  In  the  last  communication  which 
1  did  myself  the  honour  to  address  to  your  lordship  from  Walsall,  I 
stated  that,  with  the  assistance  of  a  friend,  I  had  made  an  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  the  friendly  societies  in  that  district,  and  found,  within  the 
compass  of  about  25,000  inhabitants,  ninety  societies,  not  one  of 
which  was  conducted  on  sound  principles — nearly  all  holding  their 
periodical  meetings  at  public-houses.  Much  has  been  expected  frooi 
the  New  Poor  Law,  my  lord ;  but  it  is  quite  impossible  for  any  poor  law 
to  meet  the  wants  of  a  country  where  so  much  pauperizing  machinery 
is  permitted  to  exist.  If  government  had  adopted  your  lordship's 
policy,  and  paid  one»tenth  part  of  that  attention  to  the  removal  of  the 
causes  of  pauperism,  which  it  has  devoted  to  the  making  of  a  pro* 
vision  for  its  wants,  the  condition  of  the  poor  of  this  country  would 
have  been  infinitely  better  than  it  is. 

Perhaps  I  am  taking  an  improper  liberty  in  troubling  your  lord- 
ship a  second  time,  but  I  trust  the  importance  of  the  subject  will 
plead  my  apology. — 1  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's 
very  obedient  servant,  T.  Hutton. 

Northampton,  Jan.  let, "1 849. 


EMIGRATION  AND  EMIGRANT  SHIPS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Times." 
*'  A  visit  to  an  emigrant -ship  is  not  one  of  the  most  eheerfal  things  in  the  world. 
There  most  have  been  mach  to  endnre  in  Engtond  before  that  floating  honae* 
bold  would  have  left  it"— Leading  article  of  The  Times,  Maroh  22,  1849. 

Sir, — You  are  most  right  in  your  estimate  of  the  effect  of  a  visit  to 
au  emigrant-ship.  It  is,  indeed,  not  one  of  the  most  cheerful  things 
in  the  world ;  and  it  is  the  sense  of  what  that  floating  household 
before  one  has  suffered,  and  has  yet  to  suffer,  which  makes  the  feeling 
of  the  visitor  one  of  a  painfully  mixed  character.  Every  step  the 
intending  emigrant  has  to  take  is  one  more  or  less  of  trial.  I  speak 
only  of  those  who  I  conceive  are  fit  for  emigration — men  of  character 
— men  who  voluntarily  seek  in  another  clime  a  position  they  feel  oo 
hope  of  obtaining  here.  Misery  may  make  domestic  ties  burdensomoi 
but  they  are  still  ties.    Penury  may  make  th^  English  peasant's  hone 
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a  scene  of  daily  bitter  struggle,  but  it  is  siWl  home.  Cruel  oppression 
may,  in  some  localities,  have  made  him  despise  and  hate  the  employers 
and  authorities  of  the  locality  to  which  the  law  of  settlement  has 
bound  him ;  still  it  is  the  locality  in  which  many  of  his  kindred  have 
lived  and  died,  in  which  he  has  many  kindred  now  living ;  the  shadows 
of  the  picture  of  hb  home  and  its  surrounding  circumstances  may  be 
v^  dark— still  there  are  rays  of  light  in  it,  which  he  wiH  hesitate  to 
blot  out  for  ever. 

It  is  the  young  and  middle-aged  who  go — it  is  the  old  and  the 
infirm  who  are  left ;  the  moment  is  a  bitter  one,  which  tells  the  aged 
father  or  mother  that  in  a  few  short  weeks  their  children,  their  grand- 
children, purpose  quitting  them — and  that,  in  all  probability,  for 
ever ;  these  wholesale  buryings  of  the  living  are,  to  the  mourners 
bereaved  of  them,  hardly  less  bitter  than  if  the  waggons  which  were 
to  take  them  on  their  way  to  tlie  emigrant-ship  were  biers,  bearing 
them  to  a  home-dug  grave. 

It  is  fortunate  for  all  parties  that,  when  once  the  resolution  to  go  is 
taken,  and  the  free  passage  obtained,  the  time  previous  to  embarka- 
tion is  short,  and  full  of  occupation.  There  is  the  outfit  to  be  pro- 
cured, honse  debts  to  be  paid,  the  furniture  to  be  sold,  the  cottage  to 
be  given  up ;  there  is  packing  to  be  done.  The  outfit  was,  on  the 
late  occasion  of  one  large  number  of  emigrants,  given  most  liberally 
from  voluntary  subscriptions.  The  home  debts  are  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  furniture  to  be  sold  ;  the  shoe  bill,  the  shop  bill,  the  bill  for  flour 
at  the  mill,  arrear  of  rent— «11  must  be  sold,  in  the  minority  of  cases, 
to  enable  the  emigrant  to  pay  these,  and  to  leave  home  honestlv. 
Gladly  would  Will  Pilgrim  keep  the  clock.  He  says,  **  He  could 
take  it  out  of  its  case,  and  then  it  would  scarce  occupy  any  room." 
Gladly  would  Mary  Pilgrim,  his  wife,  keep  the  great  cooking  boiler, 
vith  its  wcll-sooted  hook  and  chain.  **  It  won't  weigh  much,"  she 
says,  **  and  they  are  allowed  to  take  half-a-ton  each."  There  is  the 
great  staring  tea-tray,  with  its  picture  of  the  waggon  with  large  white 
horses,  and  waggoner  with  his  large  white  calves;  this,  the  chief 
ornament  of  the  cottage-wall,  the  very  tray  they  bought  for  their 
wedding  tea-party, — both  would  like  to  save  this.  Still,  shopkeeper, 
shoemaker,  miller's  man,  &c.,  by  their  frequent  calls,  keep  alive  the 
fact  that  money  must  be  found-— that  all  their  goods,  when  turned 

into  money,  will  hardly  pay  to  all  their  due. 

*  *  «  «  * 

And  now,  sir,  when  all  is  sold,  all  debts  paid,  every  bo:;^  packed,  all 
doubts  as  to  going  removed — the  very  day  and  hour  of  starting  fixed, 
and  that  a  very  near  day, — do  any  think  the  mental  contest  is  all 
over?  There  is  the  last  Sabbath — the  last  night;  a  night  which 
scarce  gives  the  children  slieep,  for  they  are  in  strange  beds  at  the 
bouses  of  diflferent  neighbours :  the  grown-up  people  seek  no  sleep. 
How  little  do  they  know  of^  the  poor,  who  think  that  any  amount  of 
bard  work  or  hard  usage  can  obliterate  amongst  them  love  for  each 
other — nay,  a  sort  of  love  for  everything  connected  with  the  scene  of 
their  daily  lif<^  even  for  things  which  have  embittered  it !  I  would 
that  such  couM  have  been  present  at  partings  I  have  lately  known. 
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Scenes  there  irere,  and  sayings  in  those  scenes,  which  preceded  for  a 
few  hoars  the  starting  of  those  waggons  and  van-loads  of  eoiigranta» 
which  wonid  have  done  honour  to  any,  however  gifted,  of  any  class* 
however  exalted.  '<  You  did  not  see  our  people,  did  you,  sir,  after 
we  had  gone  ?^  was  a  question  put  to  me  again  and  again  when  I  met 
the  travellers  at  Plymouth,  having  started  some  twdve  hours  after 
them ;  the  suffering  they  had  caused  to  those  they  had  left  seemed 
then  their  only  suffering. 

Go  where  you  will,  or  when  you  will,  amongst  a  body  of  emigrants, 
and,  if  it  be  possible  at  all,  you  will  find  them  writing  letters  Aoim, 
or  getting  them  written  for  Uiem.  1  have  seen  many  of  these  letters, 
and  it  is  curious  to  observe  how  similar  is  the  vein  of  feeling  which 
runs  through  them  all.  They  write  with  one  purpose— to  comfort 
those  they  have  left ;  although  1  know  some  of  them  have  had  to 
endure  accidental  hardships,  of  a  nature  to — at  the  tim»— cause  no 
little  discontent,  I  cannot  find  that  one  has  alluded  to  it  in  a  letter 
home ;  and  I  am  sure  we  have  brought  letters  enough  ashore  to 
have  spread  any  news  very  wide  indeed ;  nor  have  I  ever  found  them 
speaking  harshly  of  those  whose  harshness  in  dealing  with  them  has 
often  been  one  great  inducement  to  them  to  emigrate.  Rely  on  it. 
Sir,  there  is  right  good  material  in  even  the  lowest  caste  of  £nglish 
peasantry* 

It  may  be  asked,  what  really  is  the  ruling  motive  which  has  made  so 
many,  at  such  mental  cost,  leave  their  homes  to  encounter  a  long  sea* 
passage  to  a  far-distant  country  ?  Some  go  from  the  one  simple 
motive,  a  desire  to  rise  in  life,  coupled  with  the  hope  that  the  distant 
hind  will  afford  them  the  means  of  rising— coupled  sgain  with  the 
knowledge,  that  at  home  there  is  no  hope  of  rising.  *<  The  l^t  man. 
Sir,  in  our  village  don't  take  more  all  ways  than  10#.  a  week  all  the 
year  round ;  Td  wish  to  do  something  for  myself  better  than  that ;  if 
I  can*t  do  it  at  home,  why  I  must  travel  to  do  it,"  so  spoke  one  emi* 
grant  to  me  ;  he  spoke  the  feelings  of  hundreds.  Others  go  rather 
Uian  bear  any  longer  a  condition  which  makes  each  week  a  battle  for 
life,  a  fight  for  existence  for  themselves  and  children.  «<  I  tell  yon 
what  it  is,  Sir,  we  are  starving  each  other ;  we  be  too  thick  in  our 
place ;  the  best  of  us  can't  earn  what  will  find  us  bread  for  our  chil- 
dren and  ourselves,  let  alone  the  clothing  and  the  rent ;  when  we  be 
gone  'twill  be  better  for  they  we  leave ;  if  one  half  had  gone  away  it 
would  have  been  better  for  all.  When  the  maister  has  to  seek  for 
labourers,  he  must  pay  them  what  they  can  live  on ;  as  long  as  we  has 
to  go  and  b^  a  job,  it  is  little  enough  they  will  give  us  for  doing  of  it.' 
Some  few  there  were,  I  fear,  amongst  the  many  who  lately  left  us, 
young  and  thoughtless,  who  go  for  the  pure  love  of  change ;  they 
have  not  sufficiently  bad  characters  to  disqualify  them  for  a  free 
passage,  nor  sufficiently  good  to  make  any  feel  their  loss  at  home ; 
these  may,  and  will  I  trust,  gain  the  advantage  of  separation  from 
idle,  bad  company-«of  the  breaking  up  of  much  vicious  association  ; 
thrown  on  their  own  resources,  finding  the  value  of  industry,  with  a 
new  field  open  for  them,  I  know  many  such  have  made  good  colonists. 

I  cannot,  will  not  deny  the  fact,  that  I  have  found  some  emigranto 
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at  Plymouth — not,  I  rejoice  to  say,  from  this  coanty— who  had  beea 
partly  bribed,  partly  threatened  into  going ;  they  spoke  with  very 
natural  anger  of  some  most  shameful  deceptions  which  had  been 
praotiaed  on  them  in  the  matter  of  outfit ;  but  on  the  whole  were  well 
satisfied  to  be  where  they  were ;  at  least*  they  were  now  free  from 
tyranny ;  they  were  cared  for,  and,  the  voyage  overt  they  hoped  to 
earn  bread,  and — to  them,  that  great  mystery — mutton  and  beef 
fairly  slain. 

And  nowy  Sir,  if  I  am  asked — Do  you  think  those  ships  you  saw 
took  out  those  who  will  become  good  colonists— «•  e.,  industrious, 
loyal,  and  peaceable  subjects  of  our  Queen  ?  I  unhesitatingly  answer 
— 'Yes.  Our  villages  do  not  breed  democrats;  Will  Pilgrim  may 
have  his  own  ideas  of  the  justice  of  the  rent  forced  from  him  for  the 
hovel  in  which  he  was  forced  to  dwell ;  or  of  the  price  he  paid  for 
the  bad  corn,  for  which  he  had  to  pay  best  price ;  but  Will  and  his 
class  are  neither  infidels  nor  traitors ;  it  will  take  years  of  evil  teach- 
ing and  unjust  government  to  make  that  class  forget  their  duty  to 
their  God  and  to  their  sovereign  ;  as  long  as  there  is  a  post  which 
can  take  and  receive  their  letters,  home  ties  will  yet  keep  up  love  of 
the  mother  country.  The  peasantry  of  England  are  no  free  thinkers ; 
if  some  of  them  neither  attend  church  nor  chapel,  they  are  not  gene- 
rally the  less  believers  in  the  existence  of  the  God  they  may  choose 
to  slight.  My  own  belief  is,  that  a  very  large  roayority  of  the 
labourers  in  the  south  of  England  have  much  religious  feeling;  that 
their  principles  do  too  easily  give  way  to  temptation,  I  admit ;  but  as 
I  waa  never  tried  as  I  see  them  tried,  I  will  not  on  that  account 
malign  thdr  faith.  No  ;  I  shall  be  much  disappointed  if  the  future 
history  of  our  colonies  does  not  prove  that  from  an  English  peasantry, 
however  poor  and  however  in  circumstances  degraded  at  home,  may 
riae  a  race  equal  to  any  of  their  position  in  any  country— -«  race,  ob- 
taining a  position  in  the  colonies  superior  to  that  of  many  who 
despised  and  trampled  on  their  forefathers  at  home. 

At  the  same  time,  1  am  quite  satisfied  of  the  danger  of  colonizing 
only  from  one  class.  I  am  sure  it  would  be  sound  policy  to  en- 
courage the  emigration  of  men  of  every  class  and  honourable  pro* 
lession.  The  ease  with  which  men,  who  were  mere  daily  labourers 
here,  soon  rise  to  comparative  afHueuce  in  Australia,  proved  to  me, 
^as  it  has  been,  on  evidence  not  to  be  disputed,  is  an  element  in  the 
social  economy  of  that  colony  not  altogether  without  its  danger ;  an 
increasing  population  will  require  an  increase  of  the  local  powers  of 
Government.  I  may  rejoice  to  hear,  ten  years  hence,  that  Will  PiU 
grim  is  a  man  of  large  property  in  New  Holland ;  but  I  should  hardly 
like  to  hear  he  is  a  magistrate,  or  a  member  of  the  colonial  legia* 
lature. 

It  is  not  merely  capital  which  is  wanted  to  accompany  the  rough 
material  we  are  now  sending  out ;  but  we  want  men  belonging  to  the 
yarious  professions  to  go  out.  Once  let  there  be  a  population  sufli- 
eient  to  develop  all  the  wealth  of  our  colonies,  and  you  will  need, 
what  every  civilized  country  needs,  that  staple  stock  of  intelligence 
and  sound  learning  from  which  can  be  drawn  proper  officers  for  God's 
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service — expounders  of  His  laws,  teachers  of  His  word ;  proper 
officers  for  our  Sovereign's  service  ;  able  translators  of  her  laws,  able 
dispensers  of  those  laws  ;  proper  teachers  of  sound  learning,  divine 
and  secular ;  schoolmasters  who  can  train  the  children  of  the  colontsts 
to  adorn  and  improve  the  position  their  unlettered  parents  by  their 
industry  have  obtained. 

We  are,  I  trust,  at  last  beginning  to  learn  what  colonization  is— » 
the  treating  the  poor  emigrant  well ;  the  taking  some  pains  to  make 
emigration  a  boon  to  the  man  who  would  rise,  rather  than  a  refuge 
to  the  roan  who  would  flee — these  are  steps  in  the  right  direction ; 
I  hail  them  with  joy  ;  I  look  to  see  many  yet  go  in  hope — to  hear  of 
many  who  are  gone  whose  hopes  have  been  realized.  S.  G.  O. 


THE  RATING  OF  SMALL  TENEMENTS. 

From  the  •*  Timea." 

No  doubt  exists  that  there  is  an  extensive  demand  for  a  general  Act 
on  this  subject.  In  the  suburban  parishes  of  our  populous  towns, 
and  in  roany  rural  parishes,  loud  complaints  are  made  that,  for  want 
of  some  such  remedy,  property  is  lapsing  into  two  kinds — viz.,  tkat 
which  creates  paupers,  and  that  which  maintains  them.  The  prin- 
ciple contended  for  has  been  adopted,  not  only  here  and  there  in  this 
country,  but  in  the  new  Irish  Poor  Law.  Yet,  owing  to  what  we  most 
call  purely  accidental  circumstances,  the  measure  is  thrown  out  in  tlin 
instance;*  the  first  disinterested  opponent  alleging  no  better  reason, 
than  his  hope  some  day  to  see  the  point  settled  by  general  legislation. 
Now,  we  will  venture  to  say,  there  are  at  least  a  thousand  parishes 
in  this  island  where  there  now  exists  the  grossest  and  most  extensive 
injustice,  or  rather  robbery,  for  want  of  the  remedy  provided  by 
this  bill.  If  they  desire — and  they  do  desire — to  stop  the  said 
injustice,  they  are  met  by  this  truly  English  dilemma — either  thej 
must  invest  some  500/.  or  more  in  the  highly  speculative  attempt  to 
procure  a  local  act,  or  they  must  wait  for  a  general  measure,  which 
perhaps  our  children  may  live  to  see  carried. 

The  common  sense  and  common  justice  of  the  question  is,  that 
every  tenement  should  pay.  The  poorer  the  tenement,  the  more  ^ 
likely  is  it  to  bring  burdens  on  the  parish.  But,  of  course,  it  b 
scarcely  possible  to  squeeze  a  rate  out  of  the  inmates,  especially  when 
they  have  combined  not  to  pay  it.  The  only  practicable  means  of 
enforcing  the  payment  in  such  cases,  is  a  power  to  levy  the  rate  on 
the  landlord.  In  point  of  fact,  the  landowner  does  generally  pay  the 
rate  in  purely  rural  parishes,  whether  the  cottage  is  formally  rated  or 
not.  lie  finds  the  cottage,  and  places  the  labourer  in  it,  and  looking 
on  both  as  necessary  to  the  estate,  he  pays  a  rate  for  the  land  of  such 
an  amount  as  shall  cover  the  rate  for  the  cottage.  The  agricultnnil 
labourer,  therefore,  seldom  hears  anything  of  a  rate,  though  it  is 
virtually  deducted  from  his  wages.  But  the  case  under  which  we 
now  hear  frequent  demands  for  exemption  from  the  poor-rate  is  one 

^  Rcfenisg  to  tht  Sonthampion  BiU,  which  was  lost  on  the  second  Ksduig. 
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which  has  no  phice  in  the  old  agricultural  syBtem,  and  it  is  a  case 
which,  in  our  humble  opinion,  calls  for  anything  but  indulgence  at 
the  hands  of  an  enlightened  and  provident  legislature. 

The  remission  of  poor-rates  is  a  boon  and  an  encouragement  to  an 
exceedingly  vicious  sort  of  speculation.     In  the  outskirts  of  a  town, 
or  still  better,  if  a  footing  can  be  gained,  in  some  well  cared-for  and 
prosperous  parish,  a  builder,  with  the  aid  of  money  borrowed  from  a 
low  attorney,  will  run  up  a  string  of  tenements  on  the  cheapest,  most 
paying,    and    most    insalubrious    principles.      <<  Paradise-row,*'    or 
"Brown's-terrace,**  contains  twenty  dwellings,  of  limited  capacity  and 
confined  precincts,  either  on  the  brink  of  a  stagnant  ditch,  or  with- 
out any  drainage  but  the  road  or  the  gutter  before  them.    Its  tenants 
are  of  all  characters,  or  of  none.     Their  chief  virtue  is,  that  they  fre- 
quent a  corner  shop  and  a  central  public-house  belonging  to  the  said 
Brown,  and  perhaps  kept  by  him  in  proprid  persona.     He  lets  them 
go  deep  in  his  books,  and  being  up  to  that  sort  of  practice,  has  them 
all  in  his  power.    The  more  respectable  of  them  are  jobbing  labourers 
and  "  navvies  ;*'  the  rest'  of  no  apparent  profession.      The  '<  row*' 
swarms  with  lodgers  of  the  most  varied  and  mysterious  description. 
Ai  least  once  a  month  it  contributes  a  case  for  the  overseers  and 
guardians,  and  altogether  receives  a  considerable  sum  from  the  rates. 
The  respectable  proprietors  of  the  parish  have  about  as  much  control 
over  this  agreeable  locality  as  they  have  over  the  nether  world.     All 
^bey  have  to  do  is  to  pay  the  piper,  especially  when  fever  or  cholera 
oomes  to  Paradise-row.     Now  comes  the  question — How  are  rates  to 
be  collected  from  the  Row  ?     Brown  gets  5/.  or  8/.  a  year  from  each 
of  hb  tenants  in  chief,  for  cottages  that  cost  him  50/.  or  80/.  a-piece  ; 
jso  he  gets  good  interest  for  his  money.   But  his  tenants  are  poor.    Of 
<20ttrse  they  are  poor — ^and  well  they  may  be,  for  they  are  idle  and  in 
«lebt,  and  at  any  moment  they  would  be  puzzled  to  pay  up  at  the  bar 
tor  the  shop.    The  families  are  numerous,  the  wives  neglected,  the 
liusbands  drunken,  and  the  case  for  popular  compassion  is,  conse- 
^aently,  of  the  most  accumulative  and  overpowering  description. 
Xach  of  the  twenty  tenants  is  let  off,  and  Brown,  who  has  added  at 
^eaat  20/.  a  year  to  the  expenditure  of  the  parish,  extracts,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  benevolent  decision,  an  additional  20/.  a  year  from  his 
^respectable  tenantry. 

A  remarkable  and  well-written  petition  from  the  parochial  officers 
^and  magistrates  of  Highworth,  in  Wiltshire,  discloses  the  great  evil 
attendant  on  the  present  system  in  that  parish,  and  their  own  power- 
lessness  to  fight  against  it.  A  late  strenuous  attempt  to  levy  rates  on 
^1  the  occupiers  without  discrimination  cost  40/.  or  50/.,  and  was 
'Utterly  unsuccessful.  Two  pathetic  instances  are  given  of  the  scenes 
^  distress  that  ensued  upon  this  collision  with  poverty.  The  peti- 
ttoners  suggest  various  remedies.  We  are  inclined  to  think  the  appli- 
cation for  the  rate  should  be  made  direct  to  the  landlord,  and  not 
through  the  tenant.  The  amount  of  rent  to  which  the  measure 
should  apply  is  a  matter  of  practical  adjustment ;  but  though  a  maxi- 
^atoa  of  5L  or  6/.  would  do  for  most  parts  of  the  country,  it  should 
^>e  set  higher  for  towns,  where  ordinary  mechanics  often  pay  91,  or 
^01.  a  year  for  very  poor  accommodation.    The  petition  itself,  which 
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follows,  will  ruraish  an  excellent  model  to  those  who  wish  to  eidl 
for  a  general  measure. 

The  BeHiimfrom  Um  Ckurckufordeas  and  Overseers  of  Ae  parish  qf  Mighwarth, 

in  Ihe  couMty  of  Wilts,  to  the  House  of  Comaums, 

**  That  jonr  petitionen  are  (hlly  ntisfied  that  it  is  both  fkir  and  just  that  all  pro- 
pert  j  ihoski  be  cqaallf  attested  to  the  loeal  taxation,  and  oonaeqaently  tkat  tfaa 
system  of  making  eaciised  lists  is  wrcmg  ia  principle  and  apjast  iu  lis  operation  { 
but  they  are  as  folly  satisfied  of  the  iiuostice  and  great  evils  inseparably  connected 
with  existing  laws  for  the  collection  of  poor  and  highway  rates,  from  the  dream* 
stance  of  the  oceopiers  of  small  tenements  beiag  liable  fbr  the  payment  of  tach 
ratas,  withont  havmg  a  legal  power  of  deducting  (as  ooder  the  Land  Tax  and  Pro* 
party  Tax  Acts)  such  pavments  from  their  rents. 

^  That  preTiously  to  the  recent  general  revaluation  of  parish  property,  small 
tenements  were  not  only  generally  omitted  fW>m  the  rate-books,  but  in  a  vast 
namber  of  parishes  the  rents  of  such  tenements  were  paid  by  the  parish  oAcen  oat 
of  the  parochial  funds.  This  praetioe  was,  however,  discaotinaed  on  the  coming 
into  operatioa  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendmeat  Aet;  but  it  would  not  be  very  difficaU 
to  prove  that  such  practice  was  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  enhancing  the  rents 
of  cottage  property.  That  as  soon  as  cottages  were  placed  on  tbe  rate-books, 
unless  tbe  landlords  voluatarily  paid  the  amounts  of  the  assessments,  such  payments 
became  an  addition  to  die  already  high  rents  of  cottages,  and  cannot  be  considered, 
we  prMuaie^  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  tax  upon  the  poor  man's  industry,  and  a 
deprivation  of  the  necessaries  of  life  to  himself  and  his  £smily,  if  paid  by  bim  and 
not  repaid  by  his  landlord. 

*  That  the  total  namber  of  tenements  ia  this  parish  mider  the  rateable  value  of 
S^  is  527,  and  the  majority  of  occupiers  are  veiy  poor,  having  nothing  to  depend 
on  bat  their  wages  as  agricuUarai  labourers ;  consequently,  tbe  overseers  might  call 
on  them  repeatedly  without  finding  them  with  sofllcient  money  in  their  possession 
to  pay  a  poor-rate,  even  if  they  pi^ed  with  all  they  had. 

"  That  ia  1S4S  the  overseer  took  out  iSl  summonses  agaiost  poor  persons  ia  the 
town  and  two  adjoining  titUngs  for  non-paymant  of  poor-rates,  and  sabsequenHy 
101  distress  warrants  were  granted.  That  the  exciteaaent  amongst  the  poor  be- 
came so  alarming,  that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  swear  in  twenty- four  of  the 
tradesmen  of  the  town  as  special  constables,  to  protect  tbe  overseer  and  tbe  appointed 
ooastaMes  in  levvlng  these  distraints ;  but  after  a  month's  endeavours  only  three 
seianres  ware  madei  and  as  no  parehasers  eoald  be  found  for  the  articles  seised,  the 
greater  part  of  them  rotted  in  possession  of  the  constables.  That  the  expenses  at- 
tonding  these  extraordinary  measures  were  between  40/.  and  50L,  and  the  amounts 
attem]^  to  be  recovered  ware  ultimately  excused ;  but  the  feelings  of  animority 
ia  the  minds  of  the  poor  towards  those  who  were  oompelled  to  take  au  active  part 
in  these  proceed iay  were  of  lon^  eootinuanee.  This  is,  we  think,  a  poweriU  ptoof 
of  the  impracticability  of  eollacting  poor-rates  from  the  poor;  and,  in  proof  of  the 
cruelty  or  doing  so,  your  petitioners  will  here  relate  tbe  circumstances  attending  the 
application  in  two  out  of  many  instances.  The  assistant-overseer  called  at  a  cottage 
to  demand  ISdL  for  a  poor  rato;  he  found  the  maa  at  home,  and  he  and  his  wi&, 
with  three  smaB  children,  one  an  infoat,  ware  sitting  round  a  small  table,  dining  off 
potatoes  alone.  On  informing  the  man  his  business,  tbe  poor  fellow  exhibited  the 
naked  fbet  of  the  two  elder  children,  or  at  least  nearly  naked,  for  the  toes  of  the  one 
tbaX  had  shoes  protruded  through  them ;  and  be  assured  the  assistant-overseer  that  he 
had  bat  aoa  shirt,  that  on  his  body,and  thathewaa  obliged  to  lie  in  bed  of  a  Sunday 
BMxning  while  his  wife  washed  it  that  he  might  go  cleaa;  and  then  asked  the 
assistant  overseer,  if  he  did  not  think  if  he  had  eighteen-pence  to  spare,  he  would 
ligr  it  out  for  or  towards  a  new  shirt,  or  a  pair  of  shoes  for  one  of  bis  children, 
raUier  than  give  H  to  him  for  a  poor*rate,  observing  that  he  thought  poor  rates  were 
for  poor  people  to  vsceiva  instead  of  to  pay.  Tbe  other  ease  was  that  of  an  aged 
widow,  who  had  the  allowance  ftom  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  2s,  and  a  loaf  of 
bread  per  week  for  her  maintenance.  Of  this  poor  woman  the  assistant-overseer 
had  to  demand  2f.  for  a  poor-rate.  Tbe  poor  woman  was  reading  a  chapter  in  the 
Bible,  and  on  his  maklag  known  to  her  his  business,  she  drew  from  her  pocket  a 
snuJt  box»in  wUeh  she  had  It.,  whieh  she  aanred  him  a  daaghter  who  was  in 
asfvies  hadfifin  hsr  thaday  before  to  pwehasa  soaae  little  oomforts  which  her 
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iltowtBM  w»  uMqiMl  lOi.    Tkis  tUlHog  the  poor  woman  oflSered  towndf  the 
it  of  tiie  nte,  obterriBg  that  the  Lord  woold  temper  her  waats  to  her  means, 

fort' 


bat  it  aeoBMd  hard  to  have  to  part  with  her  last  penny  for  sneh  a  porpoie. 

"That  joor  petitionen  are  aware  that  the  e-nls  get  forth  in  this  Detition  are  not 
new  to  Yoor  hon.  Honse,  and  to  ohTiate  them  it  has  heen  proposed  ttiat  all  eottages 
nndcr  A  nteahle  Talne  shoaM  be  nniftirmly  exempted  ih>m  rating;  hot  this  pro- 
poaal  mppears  to  your  petitioDccs  rery  unfair  towards  hokliogs  aho^e  that  som.  for 
It  is  notorions  that  many  owners  and  occupiers  of  4/.  and  5L  rateable  Talae  are  better 
able  to  pay  than  a  class  whose  petty  trade  compels  the  renting  of  a  front  faonae  at 
from  St  to  lOC ;  besides,  there  are  some  who  have  invested  the  greater  part  of  their 
eapbal  in  the  ereetioa  of  ootlagea  under  the  rateable  ralne  of  5L,  and  who  get  a 
handsome  per  oeotage  for  the  imi^jt  and  such  persons  would  have  the  whole  of  this 
property  exempted  horn  local  taxation  if  such  a  proposal  were  entertained. 

"  Tliat  the  remedy  which  your  petitioners  prav  your  hon.  House  to  adopt  is,  to 
abolish  exeused  lists,  and  to  empower  overseers,  wnen  rating  holdings  not  exoeeding 
ftom  5/.  to  II.  rateable  raloe,  to  make  the  rato  upon  the  landlord,  aJlowiog  him  %5 
fet  Mat.  disoooot  as  a  remuneration  for  occasional  Toid  cottages  and  other  coo- 
tmgeaeiea;  or  if  it  be  deemed  more  convenient  and  proper  to  continue  to  rate  the 
occupier,  to  make  the  overseer's  receipts  for  poor-rates,  and  the  receipts  for  highway 
iatc%  a  legal  tender  to  the  landlord  in  Heu  of  so  much  rent,  alter  the  eaase  manner 
m  reeeiplB  for  land-tax  and  property-tax. 

*  And  yoar  netitioners  will  ever  pray." 

(Signed  by  the  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Assistant-Overseer.) 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  Justiees  of  the  peace,  acting  in  and  for  the  division  of 
Swindon,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  readily  join  in  the  prayer  of  the  above  petition ; 
tnd  we  do  so  because  we  have  at  present  no  jurisdiction  over  the  owners  of  cottage 
property  as  to  the  rates  assessed  on  such  property ;  and  feeling  that,  under  the 
existing  law  of  rating  small  tenements,  we  are  placed  in  a  most  difficalt  position. 
We  are  fte^aantl^  cslled  upon  to  ai^  very  nnmeinna  excnsed  fiats,  and  from  the 
eireomstances  which  are  ffiven  in  evidence  of  the  utter  inability  of  the  poor  persons 
vhose  names  are  entered  mthem  to  pay  rales,  we  are  induced  to  sign  them,  although 
ve  feel  satisfied  when  doing  so  we  are  assisting  in  exemotiuff  property  of  coa- 
tiderable  value  from  the  payment  of  a  jast  proportion  of  the  local  taxation. 

**  AMBROSE  GODDARD. 

<«A.L.OODDARJ>. 

"T.  H.RIPLEY. 

"JOHN  ELTON  PROWER. 

••GILES  DAUBENY. 

*•  GEORGE  ASHE  GODDARD. 

"T.  MAURICE.*' 


THE   ALLOTMENT   SYSTEM.— FIELD    GARDENS 
AND  INDUSTRIAL  FARMS. 

From  the  "  Leeds  Mercury.*' 

Whateysr  has  a  tendeocjr  to  increase  the  comfort  and  dimiDish  the 
miaeries  of  human  life,  is  deserving  the  consideration  of  good  men. 
The  resources  of  the  soil  are  known,  and  we  wish  to  make  them  more 
known  among  the  labouring  classes,  by  means  of  iie1d*garden  societies 
— industrial  farms — and  the  allotment  system  in  general*  These  gar- 
dens are  more  numerous  about  Huddersfield  than  in  any  other  part 
of  Yorkshire  ;  and  from  the  nature  of  the  employment  of  that  locality 
thej  are  likely  to  be  so.  The  fancy  weavers  have  a  great  deal  of 
uaemployed  time — many  ^odds  and  ends'^  of  tim^— much  waiting 
for  patterns,  and  now,  having  obtained  a  rood  of  ground,  many  of 
them  can  pat  their  labour  into  the  soil,  and  it  is  sure  to  come  out  in 
something  useful.     Mr.  B.  Bower,  last   Monday   evening,  gave  a 
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lecture  on  the  subject  to  the  Wilsden  Mechanics'  Institution.  The 
great  facilities  which  these  societies  possess  for  diffusing  useful 
joformation  to  the  working  classes,  render  them  peculiarly  eligibfe 
for  doing  much  good  to  all  who  need  it  The  fluctuation  of  trade 
and  the  increase  of  population  require  something  to  be  done  that  will 
confer  substantial  and  permanent  good  on  the  half-employed  work- 
people,  and  thus  mitigate  the  increasinig  evils  of  over-taxation,  and 
yield  a  constant  supply  for  their  daily  wants,  without  becoming 
paupers,  or  having  recourse  to  theft  and  nefarious  supplies.  There 
are  already  two  land  societies  —  industrial  farms  —  in  the  town  of 
Huddersfield ;  and  a  third  society,  within  the  last  few  days,  has  takM 
an  eight-acre  farm,  of  most  excellent  land,  within  one  mile  of  iM 
town.  In  this  society  there  are  seventy-five  members,  and  they  Immt 
taken  the  land  to  stave  off  want,  to  prevent  them  from  becowfapg 
paupers,  and  to  have  something  to  fall  back  upon  without  beconil^ 
burdensome  to  the  town.  The  land  is  good — the  rent  3/.  per  acre, 
and  only  one  short  mile  from  the  market-place.  By  means  of  the 
reproductive  system,  Farnley  has  been  delivered  from  paupers ;  poor- 
rates  and  county-rates  might  be  got  rid  of  in  the  same  way,  or 
greatly  diminished,  and  incalculable  benefits  conferred  on  society. 
— Correspondent. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE    MONTH  OF  MAY. 

Exeter  HaU,  Strand, 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  14th  inst.  Present : — 
Lord  Ashley,  M.P.,  in  the  Chair;  the  Marquis  of  Blandford, 
M.P. ;  R.  B.  Sheridan,  Esq.,  M.P. ;  Charles  A.  Moody,  Esq., 
M.P. ;  William  Gregson,  Esq. ;  Henry  Roberts,  Esq. ;  John 
l^rling,  Ksq. ;  F.  L.  Wollaston,  Esq.;  R.  B.  Seeley,- Esq. ; 
and  Rev.  S.  R.  Cattley. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  16th  April,  and  an  ad- 
journed meeting  of  the  30th,  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Report  of  the  Sub-Committee  of  Finance  was  read,  con- 
mdered,  and  referred  back  to  the  Sub-Committee  for  further 
consideration. 

The  Honorary  Architect  reported  the  progress  of  the  house 
in  Hatton  Garden,  now  enlarging  and  adapting  as  a  lodging- 
house  for  females,  which  may  be  expected  to  be  ready  for  occu- 
pation in  June.  And  also,  the  further  inquiries  made  relative  to 
hollow  tiles  and  bricks  for  the  Streatham-street  Houses,  the  com- 
pletion of  which  experiments  he  expected  to  learn  in  the  course 
of  a  few  more  days. 

The  fixing  of  the  day  for  the  Annual  Meeting  was  postponed 
HO.  UCI.  O 
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until  the  commencement  of  the  Streatham-street  Houses  coud 
be  deterroinedj  it  appearing  desirable  to  combine  the  two  events. 
Letters  were  read  from  the  Earl  of  Cavan ;  Viscount  Brackley* 
M.P. ;  Alexander  Gordon,  Esq. ;  Mrs.  Yellowlj ;  J  H.  H. 
Foley,  Esq. ;  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners ;  R.  B.  Sheridan, 
Esq.,  M.P. ;  Philip  Rose,  Esq. ;  Rev.  R,  King ;  J.  Evett,  Esq. ; 
Robert  A,  Hornby,  Esq. ;  H.  Wildbore  Rumsey,  Esq.,  &c.  &c. 


SERVANTS*  PROVIDENT  AND  BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETY. 

A  PUBLIC  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday,  the  16th  of  Majs  in 
Hanover-square  Rooms,  to  advocate  the  interests  of  this  society, 
which  has  recently  been  established  under  the  auspices  of  the  Queen, 
the  Queen  Dowager,  Prince  Albert,  &c.,  and  whose  objects  are — to 
enable  servants  to  secure  annuities  for  themselves  in  old  age  on 
government  security ;  endowments  for  their  children  at  fourteen  or 
twenty-one  years  of  age ;  a  sum  of  money  at  death  to  cover  the  ex- 
pense of  burial ;  a  home  for  female  servants  out  of  place ;  a  model 
lodging  for  male  servants ;  and  a  registry  for  servants. 

The  meeting  was  of  the  most  brilliant  description  :  there  could  not 
be  fewer  than  1500  persons  assembled  in  the  spacious  hall — the  great 
majority  females — and  the  following  distinguished  persons  appeared 
on  the  platform  : — His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  His  Grace  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Lords  Bishops  of  London,  Oxford,  Salis- 
bury, Exeter,  and  Norwich  ;  Archdeacons  Manning  and  Wilberforce  ; 
Loni  J.  Russell ;  Earls  of  Effingham  and  Nelson  ;  Marquis  of  West- 
minster ;  Lords  Ashley  and  Adair ;  Viscounts  Fielding  and  Camp- 
den,  M.  Guizot,  General  Ewart,  Colonel  Buckley,  Captain  Sir  F. 
Mansell,  Sir  Walter  Stirling,  Sir  Thomas  Djke  Acland,  Bart.,  Sir  P. 
P.  Acland,  Bart.,  Sir  James  Colquhouu,  Captain  the  Hob.  F.  Layard, 
Dr.  Chambers,  Dr.  Mackintyre,  Hugh  H.  Lindsey,  M.P.,  Majors  de 
Winton  and  Campbell,  Revds.  Sir  H.  Dukinfield,  J.  Jackson,  H. 
Howarth,  R.  Burgess,  J,  S.  Brown,  D.  Vaughan,  D.  Butler,  C.  Bana- 
tyne,  J.  H.  Hamilton,  E.  Hawkins,  R.  Harvey,  T.  Bowdler,  H. 
Murray. 

His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  attended  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  Lord  John  Russell,  &o.,  entered  the  room  punctually  at 
three  o'clock,  amidst  the  enthusiastic  cheers  of  the  meeting. 

His  Royal  Highness  having  taken  the  chair,  proceeded  to  address 
the  meeting.  He  said  :  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — The  object  for. 
which  we  have  met  here  to-day  is  not  one  of  charity,  but  is  one  of 
friepdly  assistance  and  advice  to  a  very  large  and  important  class  of 
our  fellow-countrymen — the  domestic  servants  of  this  country.  Who 
does  not  feel  the  deepest  interest  in  the  welfare  of  domestic  servants 
— whose  heart  does  not  feel  sympathy  for  those  who  minister  to  us  in 
all  the  wants  of  daily  life,  who  attend  us  in  sickness,  who  receive 
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US  on  our  first  appearance  in  the  world,  and  who  extend  their  care 
even  to  our  mortal  remains — who  live  under  our  roofs,  who  form 
our  household,  and  a  part  of  our  family  ?  And  yet,  on  inquiry,  we 
find  that  in  this  metropolis  the  greater  part  of  the  inmates  of  our 
workhouses  are  domestic  servants.  I  am  sure  this  startling  fact  is 
no  proof  either  of  a  want  of  liberality  and  kindness  on  the  part  of 
roasters  to  their  servants,  or  of  vice  in  the  latter.  But  it  is  the  natural 
consequence  of  the  peculiar  position  in  which  domestic  servants  are 
placed.  During  considerable  periods  in  their  lives,  they  share  in  all 
the  laxuries  of  their  opulent  masters ;  at  other  periods,  they  have  not 
the  means  even  of  earning  sufficient  to  sustain  them  from  day  to  day. 
It  is  the  consideration  of  these  peculiar  vicissitudes  which  makes  it 
the  duty  both  of  masters  and  servants  to  try  to  discover  and  agree 
upon  some  plan  by  which  domestic  servants  may  be  carried  through 
life  safe  from  the  temptations  of  a  prosperous  and  from  the 
sufferings  of  an  evil  day.  On  that  account,  I  rejoice  in  this  meet- 
ing, and  I  gladly  consented  to  take  the  chair  at  it,  to  assist  the  ob« 
jects  of  the  Servants'  Provident  and  Benevolent  Society.  Ladies 
and  gentlemen,  I  feel  convinced  that  this  Society  is  based  upon  a 
right  principle,  as  it  follows  the  dictates  of  a  correct  appreciation  of 
human  nature,  which  requires  every  one,  by  his  own  exertions,  to 
work  out  his  own  happiness,  which  prevents  us  from  valuing-^nay, 
from  feeling  satisfied,  with  a  prosperity  which  others  have  made  for 
us.  It  is  based  upon  a  right  principle^  because  it  endeavours  to  trace 
out  a  plan  according  to  which,  by  previous  self-denial,  providence, 
and  perseverance,  not  only  is  tlie  servant  raised  in  his  physical  and 
moral  condition,  but  the  master  is  taught  how  to  direct  his  efforts  so 
as  to  aid  his  servants  in  acquiring  resources  which  shall  be  sufficient 
to  sustain  them  in  sickness,  old  age,  and  in  want  of  employment.  It 
is  based  upon  a  right  principle^  because  it  does  not  hold  out  a  temp- 
tation to  servants,  either  by  the  prospect  of  possible  extravagant 
advantages  which  would  tend  to  transform  their  providence  into  a 
species  of  gambling,  or  by  convivial  meetings,  which  would  lead 
them  to  ulterior  expense,  or  by  a  system  of  balloting  for  a  few  prizes, 
which  would  draw  them  into  all  the  waste  of  time  and  excitement  of 
electioneering  contests. 

Such  are  the  characteristics  of  many  institutions  on  which  domestic 
servants  and  a  portion  of  the  other  industrial  classes  in  the  country 
mainly  depend  ;  and  what  can  be  more  heartrending  than  to  see  the 
breaking  of  banks  aT\d  the  failure  of  such  institutions,  which  not  only 
mar  a  man's  prospects  in  life,  and  plunge  him  of  a  sudden  into  the 
depths  of  destitution,  but  which  tend  also  to  destroy  in  others  all 
confidence  in  the  honesty  or  the  wisdom  of  those  who  have  induced 
them  to  risk  in  such  institutions  the  advantages  of  their  providence  ? 
Let  them  consider  well,  that  if  they  must  embark  their  funds  in  such 
institutions — if  they  must  have  convivial  meetings — if  they  must 
claim  for  themselves  a  share  in  the  government  of  the  Society — they 
cannot  do  so  without  risking  their  future  happiness  and  that  of  their 
families.  Let  them  bear  in  mind  that  their  savings  are  capital,  and 
that  capital  will  only  bear  a  certain  rate  of  interest^  and  that  any 
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advantage  which  is  held  out  to  them  beyond  that  rate  of  inte- 
reit  can  only  be  purchased  by  a  correHponding  risk  of  the  capital 
itself.  The  advantages  which  are  held  out  by  the  financial  scheme 
of  this  Society  are  based  upon  the  credit  of  the  country  at  large  and 
the  faith  of  the  government.  It  is  regulated  by  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment called  the  Deferred  Annuities  Act.  Its  principles  are  shortly 
these :  that,  according  to  the  tables  which  I  have  here  before  me, 
anybody  whose  income  does  not  exceed  150/.  may,  by  a  small  in* 
stalment,  purchase  an  annuity  to  be  deferred  for  not  less  than  ten 
yearsf  but  which  after  that  period  may  begin  at  any  time  the  depo- 
sitor may  choose  to  name.  One  annuity  cannot  be  more  than  30/. ; 
but  a  depositor  may  purchase  distinct  annuities  for  his  wife  and 
children,  the  latter  being  fifteen  years  old.  Should  he  wish  at  any 
time  to  withdraw  his  deposits,  they  will  be  returned  to  him,  provided 
the  withdrawal  takes  place  before  the  annuity  commences.  Should 
he  die  before  that  period,  his  deposits  will  be  returned  to  his  heirs, 
and  the  only  loss  he  can  sustain  will  be  the  interest  on  the  money 
deposited.  Although  this  wise  and  beneficial  measure  was  enacted  so 
far  back  as  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  William  IV.,  I  am  grieved 
to  find,  that  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  only  seven  hundred 
persons  have  availed  themselves  of  its  provisions.  I  can  discover  no 
reason  for  this,  except  that  the  existence  of  this  Act  and  its  provi- 
sions is  not  generally  known,  and  that  people  are  afraid  of  law  and 
Acts  of  Parliament,  which  frequently  cannot  be  understood^  on 
account  of  their  complicated  and  technical  wording. 

I  have  heard  another  reason  stated^  to  which,  however,  I  cannot 
attach  much  credit.  It  is  said  that  servants  are  afraid  that  the 
knowledge  of  their  being  able  to  purchase  annuities  out  of  the  savings 
from  their  wages  may  induce  masters  to  reduce  their  wages.  But  I 
have  a  better  opinion  of  the  disposition  of  the  masters ;  and  I  am 
convinced  that,  on  the  contrary,  nothing  tends  more  to  counteract 
the  liberality  of  masters  than  the  idea — which  is  not  altogether  un- 
founded— that  an  increase  in  their  wages  sometimes  leads  to  extrava- 
gance. To  make  this  Act  of  Parliament  more  generally  known  to 
the  public  at  large  is  one  of  the  main  objects  of  this  meeting,  and  one 
of  the  objects  of  this  Society  is  to  form  a  medium  by  which  servants 
may  acquire  for  themselves  the  benefits  which  are  held  out  by  this 
Act  of  i^arliament  free  of  all  trouble,  risk,  and  cost.  Another  object 
id  to  establish  a  home  for  female  servants  when  out  of  employment, 
the  usefulness  and  importance  of  which  hardly  requires  a  single  word 
of  commendation  on  my  part.  It  is  also  proposed  to  establish  model 
lodging-houses  for  men  servants  who  do  not  lodge  with  their  masters ; 
and  to  establish  a  registry  for  servants  in  general.  Anybody  who  is 
aci)uainted  with  the  inconvenience  and  annoyance  of  the  present 
system  of  obtaining  characters  of  servants  will  see  at  once  how  use- 
ful and  important  it  must  be  to  introduce  a  system  by  which  both  the 
servants  on  the  one  band,  may  be  protected  from  the  ruin  which  the 
caprice  of  a  single  master,  with  whom  he  may  perhaps  have  stayed 
only  for  a  sliort  time,  would  bring  upon  him  ;  and  to  protect  the 
master,  on  the  other,  from  the  ri^i^k  which  a  character  obtained  from 


THE   LABOURERS   FRIEND.  83 

a  former  weak  master,  by  the  iinportimiiies  of  au  undeserving  ser- 
vant, will  expose  him  to.  It  is  not  a  small  boon  we  confer  upon  a 
servant,  when  we  enable  him  to  appeal  to  the  records  of  a  long  and 
faithful  service,  in  order  to  redeem  himself  from  the  disqualification 
which  a  single  fault  might  otherwise  bring  upon  him.  If  \vc 
succeed  in  drawing  attention  to  these  diflcrent  points,  and  makn 
the  public  generally  aware  of  them,  I  am  convinced  that  we  shall 
have  the  satisfaction  of  having  materially  aided  a  most  interesting 
class,  which  I  find,  by  the  last  census  taken  in  this  country,  to  be 
among  the  most  numerous  of  the  British  population.  (His  Ko3'al 
Highness  resumed  his  seat  amidst  general  and  prolonged  cheering.) 

Lord  Ashley,  who  moved  the  second  resolution,  stated  that  its 
object  was  so  pi^actical,  it  would  not  require  many  words  from  him  to 
enforce  it.  He  denounced  the  system  of  sick  clubs,  benefit  clubs, 
and  friendly  societies,  as  institutions  which,  with  few  exceptions,  had 
proved  grievous  snares  to  the  working  classes,  as  the  unhappy  dupes 
who  joined  these  associations  generally  lost  their  money,  became 
utterly  demoralized,  and  closed  the  scene  with  broken  hearts  ;  while 
the  persons  who  got  up  the  institution  contrived  the  means  to  become 
rich  out  of  their  ruin.  The  system  proposed  by  the  Society,  of  in- 
ducing the  servants  to  take  Government  annuities,  was  a  much  safer 
course  ;  and  he  could  only  account  for  the  fact  that  the  Act  providing 
for  these  annuities  had  not  been  taken  more  general  advantage  of 
was,  that  its  existence  was  not  generally  known,  and  that  happened 
because  it  was  not  the  interest  of  any  one  to  make  it  known.  But 
the  provision  for  old  age  which  the  Government  scheme  of  annuity 
held  out,  was  not  only  safer  than  any  other  plan,  it  was  also  much 
more  agreeable.  At  present  the  most  usual  manner  in  which  ser- 
vants invested  their  savings  was  either  in  setting  up  a  coal-shed,  or 
in  the  purchase  of  small  tenements  in  the  lanes  and  back  courts. 
Nothing  could  be  more  precarious  t(^an  the  former  mode  of  invest- 
ment; and  yet  it  was  surprising  how  many  servants  invested  their 
savings  in  it ;  while  with  regard  to  the  latter,  the  houses  were  let 
out  to  the  poorest  and  most  destitute  of  the  population,  so  that  the 
landlord  had  to  go  round  and  collect^  his  rents  from  week  to  week, 
and  often  from  night  to  night.  His  lordship  then  proceeded  to  point 
out  the  advantages  of  a  home  for  female  servants,  and  a  model 
lodging-home  for  male  servants.  With  regard  to  this  latter  class,  he 
stated  that  for  want  of  an  accommodation  of  that  kind  they  were  often 
driven  to  the  most  disgusting  lodging-houses,  where  they  became  the 
companions  of  the  swindlers,  thieves,  burglars,  and  even  murderers 
of  the  metropolis.  He  believed  it  would  be  found  that,  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  the  worst  crimes  had  been  concocted  in  one  of  three 
great  capitals — London^  Birmingham,  and  Manchester.  He  had  even 
known  instances  where  servants  who  had  been  driven  to  associate 
with  such  persons  had  their  morals  so  corrupted,  that,  on  afterwaJ*ds 
obtaining  situations,  they  opened  the  door  at  night  to  allow  their  old 
associates  to  enter,  and  plunder  their  masters'  property.  He  concluded 
by  expressing  a  hope  that  this  Society  would  tend  to  restore  the  old 
feeling  of  affection  and  respect  between  master  and  servant,  mistress 
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and  maiden — that  feeling  which  was  so  beautifully  described  in  the 
book  of  Ruth,  when  Boaz  going  into  the  field  among  his  reapers,  said 
to  them,  «*The  Lord  be  with  you/'  and  they  answered  him^  •'The 
Lord  bless  thee."     He  moved — 

"  That  the  Servants'  Provident  and  Benevolent  Society,  having  for 
its  object  to  enable  servants  to  obtain  for  themselves  annuities,  on 
Government  security,  in  old  age,  endowments  for  their  children,  and 
sums  of  money  at  death  to  cover  the  expenses  of  burial,  and  proposing 
also  to  establish  a  home  for  female  servants  out  of  place,  a  model 
lodging-house  for  male  servants,  and  a  registry  for  servants,  is  well 
calculated  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  class." 


THE  PLOUGH— THE  SPADE— THE  FORK. 

{From  the  Monthly  Discussion  at  the  London  Farmenl  Club,) 

Mr.  Cheetham  said:  I  have  listened  with  great  interest  and  pleasure 
to  the  observations  made  by  preceding  speakers  on  the  subject  of 
deep  cultivation  by  the  plough,  the  spade,  and  the  fork.  I  have 
myself  collected  the  results  of  a  few  experiments  which  have  been 
made,  not  by  myself,  but  by  other  persons,  upon  whose  accuracy  I 
can  depend.  If  admissible,  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  you  the  result  of 
an  experiment  made  with  the  plough  and  with  the  fork,  including  the 
practice  of  spade  husbandry  as  it  is  carried  on  in  my  own  county  • 
(Rutland),  especially  as  it  relates  to  small  allotments.  The  experi- 
menl  was  made  by  Mr.  Edward  Wortley,  of  Redlington^  Rutland. 
That  gentleman  has  written  a  short  essay  on  the  subject.  He  says  : 
*<  No  sooner  had  I  ascertained  t^at  a  premium  was  offered  for  a  state- 
ment of  the  comparative  merits  of  ploughing,  and  of  digging  or 
forking,  than  I  determined  to  undertake  the  experiment ;  and  having 
just  concluded  the  carting  and  weighing  of  the  separate  allotments,  I 
feel  great  pleasure  in  thus  contributing  the  result  to  the  public, 
hoping  it  may  tend  to  establish  correct  principles,  and  emulate  to 
advantageous  practices  in  the  husbandry  of  our  country.  I  shall 
endeavour,  in  the  following  remarks,  to  avoid  entering  at  length  into 
a  theoretic  essay,  and  confine  myself,  as  closely  as  possible,  to  a  prac- 
tical statement.  Owing  to  the  continued  severity  of  the  frost,  the 
land  was  not  broken  up,  either  with  the  fork  or  the  plough,  until  the 
month  of  March.  The  experiment  extended  over  four  acres,  which 
were  cultivated  in  the  following  manner : — One  acre  forked,  with  the 
fork  introduced  into  this  neighbourhood  by  R.  W.  Baker,  Esq.,  of 
Cottesmore,  and  drilled  with  carrots.  One  acre  ploughed  once, 
harrowed,  and  drilled  with  carrots.  One  acre  forked  and  drilled  with 
mangold  wurzcl ;  and  one  acre  ploughed  once,  harrowed,  and  also 
drilled  with  mangold  wurzel.  I  should  mention  that  the  tines  of  the 
fork  are  fourteen  inches  long.  It  weighs  eight  pounds  and  a  half. 
The  ploughing  was  done  with  a  Ransome  s  N.  L.  plough — depth  five 
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inches.  The  previous  crop — tlie  fourth — was  wheat,  so  that  (this 
farm  beiog  cultivated  on  the  five-field  system)  the  experimental  crops 
were  last  in  the  rotation,  and  the  land  itself  by  no  means  of  first-rate 
quality ;  in  fact,  some  few  years  ago  it  was  a  fox-cover.  The  soil 
consists  of  a  light  red  loam,  mixed  with  red  sandstone.  On  the  12th 
of  April,  the  two  acres  of  carrots  were  drilled  with  five  pounds  of 
seed  to  the  acre,  mixed  previously  with  one  cwt.  urate,  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  in  the  more  even  distribution  of  the  seed,  one  cwt.  being 
too  small  a  quantity  to  have  much  influence  as  a  manure.  The  two 
acres  of  mangold  wurzel  were  drilled,  the  rows  eighteen  inches  apart, 
on  the  2nd  of  May — ^the  same  quantity  of  seed  as  the  carrots,  and 
mixed,  to  facilitate  the  drilling,  with  the  same  quantity  of  urate.  No 
farm-yard  manure  whatever  was  applied  to  any  of  the  crops ;  so  that, 
however  scanty  the  fare  of  food  allowed,  they  were  nevertheless  all 
treated  alike.  The  experiment  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
manures  but  implements.  As  the  plants  advanced  in  growth,  the 
difference  between  the  plough  and  the  fork  became  very  apparent, 
and  was  greatly  in  favour  of  the  fork.  Each  acre  was  stumped  out 
separately,  but  the  greater  luxuriance  of  the  crops  frooi  the  forking 
was  so  remarkable,  that  the  stumps  were  rendered  quite  unnecessary 
for  reference.  We  began  to  dig  the  carrots  the  first  week  in  Novem- 
ber. I  superintended  the  gathering  of  all  the  roots  myself,  and  can 
vouch  for  the  correctness  of  the  following  statement  :*- 

CARBOTS. 

Prodace  from  one  acre  forked        

Ditto  from  one  acre  ploughed 

Difference  ptr  acre  in  faroor  of  forking     . . . 

MikNGOLD   WURZEL. 

Produce  from  one  acre  forked 

Ditto  from  one  acre  ploughed • 

Difference  j>er  acre  in  favour  of  forking    ... 

Thus  we  see  that  we  have  an  average  gain  of  very  nearly  four  tons 
of  roots  per  acre  by  using  the  fork  instead  of  the  plough,  and  the  only 
drawback  is  the  difference  in  the  expense  between  ploughing  and 
forking.  The  forking  cost  26*.  per  acre :  the  soil  being  stony,  and 
never  having  been  moved  so  deeply  before,  nearly  two  cart-loads  of 
soft  red  stone  were  brought  up  in  forking  the  two  acres,  which  the 
plough  of  course  had  never  touched.  Allowing  10*.  per  acre  for 
ploughing,  it  leaves  16*.  per  acre  only  in  favour  of  the  plough,  to 
stand  against  upwards  of  three  tons  of  carrots  on  one  acre,  and  nearly 
five  tons  of  mangold  wurzel  on  the  other !  I  scarcely  know  how  to 
place  a  money  value  upon  the  roots,  as  we  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
selling  any ;  but  to  a  farmer,  who  produces  and  consumes  them  on 
his  own  farm,  I  do  know  they  are  invaluable,  both  for  food  and 
manure.     But  taking. the  market  value  of  carrots  at  50*.  per  ton,  and 
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reckoning  the  increase  from  forking  of  3  tons  3  qrs.  per  acre  of 
carrots  at  oOs, — 71.  1 1s.  10^.,  and  deduct  for  greater  expense  of  cuU 
tivation,  16«.,  it  clearly  leaves  us  a  balance  per  acre  of  6/.  15«.  JO^. 
in  favour  of  the  fork.  Still  more  remarkable  is  its  advantage  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  mangold  wurzel.  Without  deciding  upon  the  price 
per  ton  of  this  root,  even  if  its  value  should  be  less  than  that  of 
carrots,  this  circumstance  is  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  re* 
lalive  produce  being  much  greater."  Mr.  Wortley  informs  me,  in  a 
letter  this  morning,  that  the  benefits  arising  from  forking  are  the 
most  apparent  in  the  vegetable  and  seed  crops;  that  it  is  not  so  per- 
ceptible in  the  barley  crop,  he  attributes  to  the  circumstance  of  the 
land  being  all  »o  highly  manured  by  the  vegetables  being  fed  off  by 
sheep,  that  the  whole  produces  a  great  crop.  He  conceives  that 
using  the  fork  more  than  once  in  the  rotation  would  be  prejudicial 
rather  than  otherwise.  He  continues  to  use  the  fork  each  succeeding 
winter  with  unfailing  success.  I  am  so  well  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Wortley *s  veracity,  integrity,  and  practical  business-like  habits,  that  1 
feci  the  same  confidence  in  these  remarks  as  though  I  had  super- 
intended his  experiments  myself.  I  have  occasionally  seen  his  vege- 
tables growing,  and  can  speak  to  their  greater  luxuriance  upon  the 
forked  land  over  the  ploughed.  For  much  valuable  information 
relative  to  cultivation  by  the  spade  and  the  fork,  I  am  indebted  to  K. 
W.  Baker,  Esq.,  of  Cottesmore,  Rutland,  who  certainly  lias  contributed 
largely  to  the  science  of  practical  agriculture,  both  by  precept  and 
example,  and  has  successfully  devoted  much  time  and  energy  in 
an  endeavour  to  raise  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes.  And 
although  I  am  unable  to  draw  a  comparison  between  the  merits  of 
the  plough,  the  spade,  and  the  fork,  in  attempting  to  elucidate  this 
question,  still  I  conceive  that  the  system  of  small  allotments,  cultivated 
as  they  arc  entirely  with  the  two  latter  implements,  and  carried  into 
operation  under  the  superintendence  and  judicious  arrangements  of 
Mr.  Baker,  chiefly  upon  the  estates  of  the  Earl  of  Gainsborough,  will 
suflficiently  illustrate  the  advantages  arising  therefrom.  I  shall  take 
leave,  in  the  first  place,  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  Exton  allot- 
ments, 66  in  number.  These  were  taken  out  of  the  park  in  1837, 
the  land  being  dry  and  thin,  and  previously  not  worth  more  than  10*. 
or  12*.  per  acre.  In  that  year  I  inspected  the  crops  myself,  as  one 
of  the  judges  for  awarding  the  premiums  to  the  best  cultivated  allot- 
ments, and  am  bound  to  say  that  their  general  appearance  was 
most  discouraging;  but  in  the  years  1840-1-2,  the  produce  was  as 
follows  :«-> 

AVERAGE  PRODUCTION  UPON  66  ALLOTMENTS 

1«10 

n      
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n      

»»   •••   »..   ... 
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QB.  B. 

Wheat    

...    0     1  per  acre. 

Barley    

...    8    0        „ 

Beans     

...    7     0 

Wheal    

...    0    0        „ 

Barley    

...    7    5        „ 

Beans     

...    7     0 

Wheat    

...    .'»     0 

Barley    

...    7     6         „ 

B«aut 

...    7    8        „ 

^ 
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AVERAGE    UPON    122   ALLOTMENTS    IN    FOUR   PARISHES    IN 


Wheat 
Barley 
Beans 


THREE    YEARS. 

QR8.  BSn.    P. 

!^      1      *2  per  acre. 

.7      T)      1 

7     a     0     „ 


I  regret  that  I  have  no  satisfactory  information  relative  to  the  exact 
quantity  of  potatoes  grown,  but  I  believe  the  produce  ranged  from  40 
to  50  bushels  per  half  rood.  I  feel  convinced  that  these  results  nevcr^ 
could  have  been  equalled  by  the  plough  upon  the  same  quality  of 
land.  I  think,  however,  that  the  Church  field,  or  Brand  Close,  at 
Uppingham,  forms  the  most  striking  illustration  of  the  utility  of  spade 
and  fork  husbandry  coming  within  the  sphere  -of  my  observationr 
This  field  was  let  to  the  labourers  in  1844  most  completely  exhausted, 
in  which  state  I  saw  it ;  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
William  Pickering,  of  Beaumond  Chase,  who  has  watched  the  system 
with  much  interest  and  attention,  for  the  figures  indicating  the  average 
produce,  in  wheat,  of  the  field,  in  the  years  1845-6«7.8,  and  for  the 
following  report : — 


1845. 

bosh,  pecks. 
5      0 


184C. 

busli.  pecks. 
0       3 


J  847. 

busb.  pecks. 
G      2i 


1848. 

bush,  pecks. 
0      0 


Con.sidering  the  unproductiveness  of  this  season,  I  conceive  this  to 
be  the  greatest  produce  of  the  whole.  The  above  quantities  were 
grown,  respectively,  upon  half  roods  of  ground,  from  one  gallon  of 
seed  each.  The  following  quantities  of  wheat  were  grown  by  one 
occupier  upon  half  a  rood  of  ground^  from  less  than  two  quarts  of 
seed  each  : — 


1640. 

bttsb.  pecks. 
U      3 


1847. 

basb.  pecks. 
0      2 


Extract  from  Mr.  Pickering's  letter  : — 

*'  All  these  have  been  dug  with  a  spade,  and  from  ten  to  twelve 
inches  deep.  I  can  certainly  report  the  foregoing  as  being  the  ave- 
rage produce  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  allotments  in  this  once 
wretchedly-cultivated  field,  called  Brand  Close,  and  let  to  the  la- 
bourers by  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish,  who,  the  year  before,  or 
in  the  winter  of  1844,  requested  me  to  decide  on  dilapidations  against 
the  out-going  tenant,  who,  indeed,  had  cropped  and  sold  away,  until 
it  would  crop  no  longer." 

Notwithstanding  these  disadvantages,  its  cultivation  had  attained  to 
such  a  state  of  perfection  in  1846  as  to  merit  this  report,  which  is 
copied  from  a  Stamford  paper  of  the  period  : — **  Seventeenth  anni- 
versar}'  for  awarding  the  premiums  to  the  most  deserving  occupiers 
of  small  allotments  in  the  county  of  Rutland.     Comparative  merits^ 
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Afield  against  field,' — quality  of  the  land,  situation,  clean  and  useful 
husbandry,  general  management,  and  the  number  of  years  under  the 
system,  awarded  to  the  occupiers  of  the  Church  field,  Uppingham : 
25  occupiers.  Is,  each.  The  Ransome  prize  of  one  sovereign  for  the 
best  cultivated  allotment  in  any  of  the  fields,  awarded  to  James  Nutt, 
Church  field,  Uppingham.  These  allotments  were  set  out  in  1844| 
and  although  thb  is  only  the  third  year  it  has  been  under  the  systemt 
by  the  industry  and  perseverance  of  the  labourers  upon  poor  and 
exhausted  land,  its  cultivation  has  arrived  at  this  pitch  of  excellence 
to  merit  the  prize  for  the  best  cultivation,  in  competition  with  all  the 
other  fields,  several  of  which  have  been  under  the  system  from  the 
years  1830  and  1831.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  watched  tlra 
progress  of  the  system  from  its  commencement,  bore  ample  testimony 
to  the  importance  of  its  arrangements  and  annual  examination,  and  to 
the  progressive  increaa.e  in  production.  One  fact  is  worthy  of  noticcy 
that  the  last  year,  in  some  of  the  allotments  upon  poor  land  taken  out 
of  Exton  Park,  from  8,  9,  to  10  bushels  of  barley  were  grown  upon 
half  a  rood  of  ground,  6,  7,  to  8£  bushels  of  beans,  and  6,  7,  to  8 
bushels  of  wheat.  This  year  the  judges  were  of  opinion  that  the 
wheat  crops  generally  would  excel  in  quantity  and  quality  the  produce 
of  former  years.  It  was  also  remarked  that  if  the  average  of  each 
family  was  five  in  number,  J  000  of  the  population  in  the  county  are 
thus  benefited  in  no  small  degree.  It  is  certainly  a  most  desirable 
feature  in  the  allotment  system,  that  notwithstanding  it  has  been  in  ope- 
ration from  the  year  1830,  and  has  gradually  increased  up  to  1844, 
until  they  amount  to  198  in  number,  only  one  man  has  lost  his  occu- 
pation for  dishonesty,  and  he  was  reinstated  in  three  years.''  I  intend, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  conclude  these  imperfect  remarks  by  stating  that 
in  consequence  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  declaring  that  one 
of  its  objects  was  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  labouring 
classes,  Mr.  Baker  sent  to  the  council  a  full  report  of  the  proceedings 
connected  with  the  small  allotments,  from  their  commencement  to  the 
year  1842,  in  the  hope  that  the  system  might  be  adopted  by  that 
society  on  a  scale  of  magnitude  commensurate  with  its  importance. 


BARNSLEY  COTTAGE  GARDEN  ALLOTMENTS. 

It  was  stated  in  the  papers  a  short  time  since,  that  T.  Taylor,  Esq., 
one  of  the  Barnsley  magistrates,  and  Mr.  Edward  Parker,  had  taken 
upon  a  long  lease.several  fields  of  land  belonging  to  the  incumbent  of 
St.  Mary's  church,  some'of  which  they  intended  to  let  to  the  weavers^ 
for  garden  allotments.  They  have,  during  the  last  week,  had  a 
thirteen-acre  field  staked  out  into  allotments,  which  vary  from  four 
hundred  to  thirteen  hundred  yards  each.  In  the  whole  there  are  84 
allotments,  which  are  all  let,  we  believe,  chiefly  to  weavers  in  the 
employ  of  T.  Taylor  and  Son,  who  have  seen  the  benefits  arising 
from  cottage  gardens  to  a  majority  of  their  numerous  tenants  who 
have  smull  gardens,  in  which  many  of  them  spend  their  leisure  hours. 
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which  used  formerly  to  be  spent  unprofitably.  The  field  in  question 
is  situated  adjoining  the  Doneaster  and  Saltersbrook  turnpike  road, 
at  Barebone9,  on  the  south  of  Barnsley.  Through  the  kindness  of 
the  above  gentlemen,  the  poor  men  have  now  been  enabled  to  get 
garden  allotments  at  the  rate  of  Is.  per  100  yards,  while  other  cottage 
gardens  in  Barnsley  are  let  at  from  2«.  to  5s,  per  ]00  yards. 


ALLOTMENTS  UNDER  THE  GENERAL  ENCLOSURE  ACT. 

In  our  Magazine  for  July,  1847,  and  October,  1848,  we  published, 
from  the  Reports  of  the  Enclosure  Commissioners,  lists  of  the  places 
where  allotments  from  the  waste  land  had  been  granted  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Act,  to  which  we  are  happy  to  add  the  following 
list  from  a  subsequent  Report. 


Allotment        | 

jUlotment 

Enclotore. 

County. 

Extent. 

BxereiM 

and 

Reereadoo. 

for 

Labouring 

Poor. 

A. 

B.    P. 

^    B.    P.         ' 

A. 

B.    P. 

P.  Black  Torrington  . 

Devon,    .    .    • 

62 

0  24 

P.  Westirell  Leaeon  . 

Kent    •    •    .    • 

08 

1  16 

3    0    0 

P.  Holster  Yard    .    . 

Devon .    •    •    . 

260 

3    4 

BamscombWells. 

P.  Cowley  Open  Fields 

Oxford.     .    .    . 

084 

2  30 

4    0    0 

16 

0    0 

P.Cradley  .... 

Hereford  .    •    . 

30 

3     5 

P.  Oatltnds,  Botley,) 
andOniey.   •    3 

Oxford.    •    .    . 

161 

2     8 

P.  Urbank  Fells   .    . 

Westmoreland   • 

1200 

0    0 

P.  Oxton     .... 

Nottingham  .    • 

1130 

0  26 

3    0    0 

6 

0    0 

P.  Cadiahead  Moss    . 

Lancaster .    •    . 

100 

0    0 

,,,    , 

5 

0    0 

P.  Dent 

York,  W.  K.  .     . 

20,000 

0    0 

Buiatead.     .    .    . 

Southampton     • 

1187 

0    0 

4    0    0 

6 

0    0 

P.Manafield  Wood-) 
hoDse  Forest .  3 

Nottingham  •    . 

1700 

0    0 

4     0    0 

20 

0    0 

P.  Saint  Harmon  .    . 

Radnor     .    •    . 

1350 

0    0 

2    0    0 

PoBsonby     .    •    • 

Cumberland  .     . 

100 

0    0 

...    •*•  ... 

1 

0    0 

Calder     .... 

Cumberland  .    . 

100 

0    0 

...    ...  ... 

1 

0    0 

P.  Cefn       Eribam  ) 
Common    .    .   ) 

Brecknock     •    . 

851 

1  17 

Hafley  &  Crawley . 

Oxford    "'•    •    . 

230 

0  17 

Village  Green. 

84 

3    0 

Newton  Green  .    • 

Suffolk      ... 

40 

1  20 

2    0    0 

7 

0  10 

Farley  Heath   .    . 

Surrey.    •    .    • 

150 

0    0 

Bansted  Downs    . 

Surrey.     .    «     . 

1301 

3  27 

Clnn 

Salop   .     .    .     . 

600 

0    0 

Hadlow  Common  . 

Kent    .    .    .     . 

50 

0    0 

Bransbory   .    .     . 

Southampton      . 

180 

0    0 

Comsay  Common . 

Durham    •    •     . 

Oil 

0    0 

Asterton .... 

Salop    .    .    .    . 

1500 

0    0 

Longvilles  Common 

Salop   .    .    .     . 

80 

0    0 

Chippingboll  Green 

Suffolk.     .     .     . 

40 

0    0 

Cotherston  Moor  . 

York     .     .     .     . 

5081 

0     0 

Bewerley  Moor  &. 
HardcastleMoor  > 

York     .     .     .     . 

3020 

0    0 

Waaomeirws    .     . 

Carmarthen  .     . 

153 

0  24 



n 


92  TUE  labourer's  friend. 


GLOUCESTER  COTTAGE  BUILDING  SOCIETY. 

From  the  "  Gloucester  Journai" 

In  November  last,  a  public  meeting  took  place  in  this  city,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  receiving  from  Mr.  Samuel  Bowley  a  statement  of  the 
objects  of  the  above  society.  The  subject  having  created  considerable 
interest,  especially  amongst  the  working  classes,  the  room  was  incon- 
veniently crowded  before  the  hour  fixed  for  the  commencement  of 
the  business. 

Mr.  Bowley  commenced  by  expressing  the  satisfactiou  he  felt  in 
seeing  the  meeting  so  well  attended,  as  it  indicated  future  success. 
He  had  two  or  three  objects  in  view  in  calling  the  meeting.  One 
was,  to  explain  the  object  of  the  Cottage  Building  Society  ;  and  the 
next  thing  was  to  create  a  public  opinion  in  favour  of  the  movement, 
in  order  that  it  might  extend,  as  he  hoped  it  would,  to  other  parts  of 
the  country.  As  fkr  as  he  had  conversed  with  people  on  the  subject, 
he  found  all  classes  of  people,  holding  all  shades  of  opinion,  were 
agreed  as  to  the  low  condition,  as  compared  with  what  it  ought  to  be, 
in  which  the  labouring  classes  of  this  country  were  living.  He  would 
not  attempt,  on  this  occasion,  to  enter  into  the  moral  question — he 
would  not  attempt  to  show  how,  as  he  thought,  the  morality  of  tbe 
people  might  be  elevated.  He  had  pleaded  that  often,  but  now 
they  were  met  to  consider  a  plan  for  improving  their  physical  con- 
dition, with  which  their  mental  and  moral  elevation  was  closely  con- 
nected. One  thing  was  palpable,  he  thought,  and  that  was,  that  the 
working  classes  were  living  in  dwellings  which  were  exceedingly  un- 
desirable, and  he  attributed  no  small  proportion  of  the  immorality 
and  vice  which  disgraced  the  human  family  to  the  condition  in  which 
persons  lived,  and  often  were  compelled  to  live  by  poverty  against 
their  own  desire ;  for  it  was  impossible  for  many  of  the  working 
classes  to  get  suitable  cottages  ;  in  fact,  it  was  well  known  that  many 
cottages  were  built  to  scrape  the  largest  amount  of  rent  out  of  the 
smallest  amount  of  accommodation,  and  the  knowledge  of  this  fact 
was  sufficient  to  prove  the  necessity  of  ^bringing  about  a  better  state 
of  things.  Everybody  was  ready  enough  to  deplore  this  evil ;  but  the 
proverb  said,  "a  little  help  is  worth  a, great  deal  of  pity."  It  was 
useless  to  deplore,  while  there  was  a  chance  of  remedying,  the  evil. 
Now  he  thought  that  this  society  would*  effect  a  r.eiuedy  to  some 
extent  in  the  condition  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  in  this  city.  The 
Society,  in  their  cottages,  proposed  never  to  have  less  than  three 
lodging-rooms,  for  it  was  most  undesirable  that  any  person  should 
live  in  a  cottage  having  less  than  three  rooms.  He  need  not  say  why; 
where  there  were  different  sexes  in  the  family,  and  a  father  and  mother, 
it  was  impossible  that  decency  could  exist  unless  there  were  three 
lodging-rooms  in  a  cottage.  He  need  riot  say  what  were  the  con- 
sequences of  there  being  less  than  three  rooms  in  case  of  illness. 
And  here  he  might  mention,  to  show  how  necessary  nome  suck  society 
as  this  was,  that  he  lately  went  into  a  cottage  in  Newtown,  to  see  a 
man  ill  with  the  small-pox  ;  the  cottage  contained  only  two  very 
imall  rooms  for  living  and  sleeping  in  ;  there  was  only  one  bed— and 
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that  hardly  lai^e  enough  to  lie  in  ;  and  yet  the  cottage  was  occupied 
by  the  man  and  his  wife,  and  a  family  of  no  less  than  five  children. 
Imagine  the  consequences  of  such  a  state  of  things  I   He  was  sorry  to 
say»  too,  that  the  land  on  which  the  cottage  stood,  belonged  to  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Gloucester.     Then,  again,  the  society  pro- 
posed to  have  the  cottages  on  such  a  scale,  that  the  persons  in  pos- 
session of  them  might  have  an  opportunity  of  keeping  their  children 
from  the  demoralizing  associations  of  the  crowded  parts  of  a  town. 
A  man  might  keep  his  family  very  decent;  he  might  be  a  good  father 
to  his  children  ;  but  it  was  impossible  in  many  dwellings,  where  there 
was  DO  outlet  but  into  the  street,  to  prevent  the  children  from  running 
out,  where  their  ears  were  assailed  by  bad  language,  and  their  manners 
were  corrupted  by  bad  example.  The  society  thought  that  if  the  cottages 
were  occupied  by  steady  men,  their  children  might  associate  and  play 
together  without  their  manners  being  corrupted  as  they  were  in  the 
crowded  parts  of  the  city.      This,  he  hoped,  would  raise  a  somewhat 
higher  moral  standard  amongst  working  men  than  now  exists.     Then 
again,  the  society  did  not  propose,  as  the  building  societies  did,  to 
wait  ten  years  before  the  whole  object  was  accomplished.     His  object 
was,  if  possible,  to  obtain  the  means  to  build  the  cottages  at  once ; 
and  to  commence  building  as  soon  as  the  money  was  obtained.     He 
did  not  see  why  they  should  delay  these  works  for  ten  years,  till  men 
had  saved  the  money,  if  cottages  could  be  built  by  those  persons  who 
had  capital.     The  country  could  find  millions  of  money  to  make  rail- 
waj8|  some  of  which  paid  only  three  or  four  per  cent.,  and  it  would 
be  very  hard  if  they  could  not  find  a  few  thousands  to  benefit  poor 
men,  who  would  pay  five  per  cent.     The  borrowers  would  give  good 
security  for  the  money,  and  there  were  many  persons  who  would  be 
■more  benefited  by  helping  the  scheme,  and  getting  five  per  cent , 
than  by  putting  their  money  in  savings  banks,  and  getting  only  2^ 
per  cent.     He  thought  there  would  be  considerable  advantage  in 
tiriDging  together  in  one  society  the  different  classes  of  the  community. 
It  would  show  the  industrious  classes  the  advantages  of  capital  to 
%.hemselves,  by  enabling  them  to  get  the  cottages  erected  years  before 
^bej  could  otherwise  have  had  the  benefit  of  them ;  whilst,  on  the 
<^ther  hand,  there  could  be  no  feeling  of  having  received  any  charity 
1  o  the  matter,  since  they  would  pay  a  full  rate  of  interest  for  the 
vnoney.    It  was  important  that  working  n^en  should  maintain  a  feeling 
^f  honest  independence  in  the  consciousness  of  having  acquired  their 
property  by  their  own  industry  and  economy ;  and  it  was  equally 
important  they  should  feel  the  value  and  importance  of  capital  to 
%heir  own  welfare.      The  Cottage  Building  Society   may  justly  be 
termed  self-supporting,  giving  security  and  interest  for  the  capital 
employed  on  the  one  hand,  and  encouraging  habits  of  providence, 
self-respect,  and  independence  on  the  other.     And  he  considered  it 
not  the  least  advantage  of  the  scheme,  that  it  would  raise  up  a  class 
of  men  having  a  stake  in  the  property  of  the  country ;    men  who 
would  feel  as  anxious  for  the  protection  of  their  cottage,  of  100/. 
^alue,  as  the  man  of  wealth  would   be  for  that  of  his  estates,  of 
100,000/.  value.     Moreover,  these  men  would  exercise  an  influence 
in  favour  of  the  inviolability  of  property  among  their  own  class,  as 
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they  worked  side  by  side  at  the  bench  or  the  anvil— an  influence  far 
more  powerful,  and  far  less  liable  to  suspicion,  than  any  that  could 
be  exercised  by  the  more  wealthy  classes  themselves. 

[As  an  illustration  of  the  working  out  of  the  plan,  Mr.  Bowley  made 
the  following  statement.] 

That  when  the  cottage  shall  be  built,  the  tenant  shall  enter  into 
an  agreement  to  pay  quarterly  such  a  sum  as  the  committee  of 
management  shall  fix  as  the  rent  thereof,  such  rent  to  be  based  on 
the  calculation  that  the  occupants  who  pay  regularly  such  rent  shall 
effect  the  purchase  of  their  respective  premises  in  about  fourteen 
years  upon  the  terms  laid  down  in  the  following  rule : — "  That  the 
society  shall  enter  into  a  contract  or  agreement,  legally  stamped,  with 
sach  occupant,  on  hbi  taking  possession  of  his  cottage,  to  sell  and 
convey  to  him  the  said  cottage  and  garden,  at  the  sum  to  be  fixed  by 
the  committee  of  management,  and  which  sum  shall  not  exceed  the 
cost  of  land  and  the  erection  of  the  cottages,  and  also  a  fair  propor- 
tion of  the  other  expenses  connected  therewith."  The  society  bound 
themselves  by  this  rule  to  sell  the  cottage  at  the  cost  price ;  whether  it 
would  be  more  or  less  than  140/.  would  be  dependent  on  the  style  of  the 
cottage.  For  instance,  supposing  the  cottage  and  land  to  cost  140/.| 
the  annual  rent  would  be  14/.  per  annum,  and  taking  5s,  per  annum 
for  expenses  of  management,  the  account  would  stand  thus : — 

PurohAse  money  , 

Interest  on  ditto,  and  expenses,  £7  55.,  leaving  for  liquidation 

Redncing  the  purohase  money,  the  first  year,  to       

Interest  on  ditto,  and  expenses,  £6  18<.  3d.,  leaving  for  liquidation 

Reducing  the  purchase  money,  the  second  year,  to 

Interest  on  ditto,  and  expenses,  £Q  ll«.  leaving  for  liquidation 

Reducing  the  purchase  money,  the  third  year,  to      

Interest  on  ditto,  and  expenses,  £0  d«.  0(2.,  leaving  for  liquidation 

Redncing  the  purchase  money,  the  fourth  year,  to 

Interest  on  ditto,  and  expenses,  £5  16«.,  leaving  for  liquidation    ... 

Reducing  the  purchase  money,  the  fifth  yeai'  to        £102  14    0 

And  so  on  from  year  to  year,  the  interest  regularly  diminishing  as  the 
purchase  money  was  reduced,  leaving  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
annual  rent  (which  would  continue  the  same — viz.,  14/.)  to  go  for 
liquidation,  till  the  expiration  of  the  fourteen  years,  when  it  will  be 
found,  by  continuing  the  calculation,  the  whole  140/.  would  be  paid 
off,  and  the  cottage  and  land  become  the  freehold  property  of  the 
occupant  by  a  proper  deed  of  conveyance.  Now,  14/.  a  year  might 
appear  rather  a  high  rent  for  a  poor  man  to  pay,  and  he  hoped  that 
Id/,  would  be  nearer  the  average  rental,  but  taking  the  highest  calcu- 
lation, it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  garden  was  worth  full  21, 
per  annum,  for  he  would  not  give  much  for  a  man's  gardening  powers 
who  could  not  make  that,  when  he  himself  had  last  year  raised  a 
gross  produce  of  48/.  from  an  acre  of  land  no  better  in  quality. 
Well,  this  would  reduee  the  rent  to  12L,  or  possibly  to  11/.,  for  a 
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eotiagia  far  superior  in  character  and  situation  to  those  for  which 
working  men  now  paid  10/.  a  year,  and  surely  it  was  worth  the  differ- 
ence to  get  possession  of  the  property  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years. 
Of  course,  any  sum  paid  to  the  society,  in  addition  to  the  agreed 
annual  rent,  would  go  to  the  liquidation  of  the  purchase-money,  and 
hasten  the  period  of  getting  possession  ;  while,  in  the  meantime,  the 
stamped  agreement  would  afford  a  legal  and  perfect  guarantee,  that 
so  long  as  the  rent  was  regularly  paid,  the  occupation  could  not  be 
disturl^d,  nor  the  conveyance  of  the  property  refused  when  the  pur- 
chase-money was  all  paid. 


THE  PARSNIP,  AN  EXCELLENT  VEGETABLE  FOOD 
FOR  IRELAND. 

In  1846, 1  urged  upon  the  Relief  Associations  the  expediency  of  de* 
voting  a  portion  of  their  funds  to  supplying  the  small  farmers  and 
cottiers,  who  had  gardens  attached  to  their  houses,  with  donations  of 
seed — Jersey  parsnip,  Belgian  carrot,  and  bean — such  being  the  best 
substitutes  for  potatoes ;  stating  that  relief  in  food  only  would  pro- 
mote a  slavish  indolence,  and  turn  the  peasantry  from  the  tilth  of 
their  land  to  a  vague  dependence  on  future  eleemosynary  aid  ;  whiles 
on  the  other  hand,  donations  of  seed,  tending  to  increase  a  thousand- 
fold the  quantity  of  produce,  would  both  encourage  Industry  and 
ward  off  future  famine.  These  were  my  very  words,  more  forcibly 
urged  by  many  others,  whose  opinions  possessed  more  weight.  Some 
of  the  associations  afterward  partially  adopted  this  view,  but  too  late 
for  the  parsnip  and  carrot  crop.  Early  in  1847  I  received  a  small 
sum  from  the  St.  Jude's  Association,  Liverpool,  with  which  I  pur- 
chased turnip,  cabbage,  mangel  wortzel,  Jersey  parsnip,  and  Belgian 
carrot  seed.  I  purchased  in  London,  before  the  price  rose,  and  was 
thus  enabled  to  give  parcels  of  the  choicest  seeds  to  a  great  many 
small  farmers,  with  written  directions  how  to  secure  a  good  crop  of 
parsnips  and  carrots.  I  was  absent  during  many  months,  and  disco- 
vered, on  my  return,  that  many  had  totally  neglected  my  instructions. 
Some  did  not  sow  the  seed ;  others  sold  it,  and  found  purchasers  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  but  several,  who  took  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunities afforded,  gave  the  same  reply  (without  one  exception)  to  my 
inquiries.  ^  Nothing  so  good  as  the  parsnip  but  the  potato.  Give 
us  more  parsnip,  and  a  little  of  the  carrot  too."  Under  whatever  cir- 
cumstances, this  country  must  look  to  some  root  crop  as  an  important 
part  of  the  staple  food.  I  would  not  yet  despair  of  the  potato,  but  it 
is  a  plant  of  alien  habitat,  and  can  never  be  safely  depended  on.  The 
parsnip  is  a  native,  and  the  hardiest  of  our  vegetables  ;  may  be  sown 
in  the  early  spring  for  autumn  and  winter  use,  and  in  the  early 
autumn  for  winter  and  spring  use.  It  is  nearly  as  farinaceous  as  the 
potato,  as  suitable  for  every  farm  use — pigs,  cattle,  and  fowl ;  will 
give  more  than  double  the  weight  of  produce  per  acre  ;  is  tilled  with 
less  labour  and  manure,  and  more  easily  stored  for  use;  and  is  the 
cheapest  and  most  wholesome  of  vegetables  for  human  food.  In  the 
ligh^  moory,  or  peat  soils,  where  it  will  freely  grow  with  a  dry  and 
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deep  culture,  the  parsnip  does  not  possess  that  strong  flavour  which 
the  rich  soils  give.  Another  advantage  over  the  potato  is  the  trifling 
cost  of  the  seed,  and  its  safety  against  decay. 

Gerard,  the  famous  herbalist,  who  flourished  when  the  ill-fated 
potato  was  introduced  into  these  islands,  states,  that  in  his  time  the 
English  peasantry  made  excellent  bread  from  parsnips,  and  that  vege- 
table was  found  on  every  peasant's  table  in  Ireland.  And  why  not 
try  it  again  ?  The  comparative  nutrition  and  chemistry  of  different 
plants  involve  inquiries  of  wonderful  interest ;  but  your  space  will 
only  permit  one  brief  observation — that  the  proportion  of  water  in 
vegetables  may  be  taken  as  the  comparative  measure  of  their  whole- 
someness.  Those  which  have  the  largest  quantity  of  water,  have  the 
greatest  tendency  to  disease  and  to  quick  decay.  Here  also  the 
parsnip  has  the  advantage  over  the  potato,  as  well  as  over  the  turnip, 
which  is  this  winter,  in  many  districts,  the  principal  food  of  the 
labourers  and  small  farmers — and  a  most  unfit  food  it  is — the  very 
lowest  in  the  scale  of  nutrition. 

Newcaitle,  Feb.  13.  John  Locke. 

Rice  should  be  more  used  in  our  workhouses ;  It  is,  including  its 
wholesomeness,  cheaper  than  maize,  and  cannot  be  adulterated,  which 
is  a  great  advantage. 


Danationi  and  Subscriptions,  Jrom  the  SOth  of  April, 
to  the  31st  of  May,  1849. 

*«*  Those  sams  to  which  (D.)  Is  prefixed  are  Donations ;  all  oUiers^are  Annual  SubscripUons. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  JUNE. 

ExeUr  Hall,  Strand. 

Thb  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  11  th  inst  Present: — 
The  Marquess  of  Blandford,  M.P.,  in  the  Chair;  Viscount 
Bnckley,  M.P. ;  R.  B.  Seeley,  Esq. ;  Heni^  Roberts,  Esq. ; 
Thomas  Twining,  jun.,  Esq. ;  and  Major  Little.  The  Rev. 
P.  A.  L.  Wood,  Visitor. 

The  minutes  of  the  former  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed, 
and  the  Report  of  the  Sub-Committee  of  Finance,  together 
with  certain  resolutions  proposed  by  them,  having  been  adopted 
by  the  General  Committee,  were  reported  as  being  separately 
recorded  for  permanent  reference. 

It  was  resolved  that  Samuel  Gurney,  Esq.,  be  elected  a  Vice* 
Premdent  of  the  Society. 

The  Agent  of  Allotments  reported  that  he  had  completed  the 
examination  of  the  land  on  the  lines  of  the  South  Eastern  Rail- 
way Company,  and  that  he  found  land  suitable  for  allotments  at 
the  following  places:  —  Hastings,  Rye,  Reigate,  Edenbridge, 
Tonbridge,  Asnford,  Five-Oak  Green,  Folkstone,  Wyebridge, 
Chilham,  Sturry,  Minster,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Deal,  Marden, 
Staplehurst,  Headcom,  upon  which  it  was  resolved  that  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Report  oe  referred  to  the  Sub-Committee  on 
Allotments. 

The  Sub- Committee  on  Dwellings  reported  that  they  had 
issued  proposals  and  received  tenders  for  the  erection  of  the 
model  houses  for  families  in  Streatham  Street,  and  that  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  comparative  cost  of  fire-proof  and  non 
fire-proof  construction,  their  Honorary  Architect  had  arranged 
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that  the  tenders  isbQuId  mcliiide  the  cost  of^l^^  tliese  ta^odes  tf 
construction,  and  tHey  have  the  satisfaction  to  add  the  amounts 
of  the  several  tenders  made  by  the  following  eminent  building 
firms: — 

_,.  Fin-Proof  Non  Fire-Proof 

**""•  Consfcraotioiu  ConBtnietioo. 

£       s.  £8. 

Messrs.  Mansfield  &  Co.  ...  9176  0 9015  0    - 

Messrs,  Cubitt  and  Ca......  8981  0 8744  0 

Mr.  G.  Bu-d 80D6  10  7866  10 

Mr.  Hicks 7964  0  7862  0 

Messrs.  Piper 7903  0  7675  0 

Messrs.  Haywood  &  Nixon  7442  .0.  7382  0 

Mr.  Grimsdel 7416  0  7311  0 

Messrs.  Wmsland  &  Holland  7370  0  7328  0 

The  Sub-Committee  reported  that  they  had  not  hesitated  in 
accepting  the  lowest  tender  for  fire-proof  construction — ^namely, 
that  ofMessrs.  Winsland  and  Holland,  who  have  engaged  to 
complete  the  building  within  six  months. 

The  Sub-Committee  further  reported  that  the  works  at  the 
Lodging  House  for  females  in  Ilatton  Garden  are  progressing 
satififactorily,  that  in  all  probability  the  house  wilt  be  readj 
for  occupation  early  in  the  ensuing  month,  and  further,  that^ 
agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  contract  with  Mr.  Hicks,  they  bad 
authorized  the  payment  of  £300,  being  the  first  instalment  on 
the  contract 

Resolved — That  the  above  Report  be  adopted. 

The  letters  received  from  the  following  ladies  and  gentlemeiv 
were  read  by  the  Secretary — namely,  from  Professor  Henslow^ 
Lady  Vane,  Edward  E.  Stevens,  Esq.,  Oswald  Mosley,  Esq., 
Mr.  Campbell,  and  Messrs.  Dale  and  Sheppard,  respectii^  the 
Tunbridge  Wells  property ;  Rev.  Somerton  l^udor,  Kev.  G.  A. 
Rogers ;  Lord  Ashley,  respecting  the  Charles  Street  Lodging 
House;  M.  Huber,  of  Berlin,  Prussia;  Rev.  Mr.  Adams,  of 
Throcking  Rectory ;  the  Earl  of  Cavan ;  Rev.  C.  Girdlestone, 
Elingswinsford  Rectory ;  Viscount  Brackley,  M.P.,  respecting  the 
Friendly  Benefit  Society  Committee ;  Rev.  J.  E.  Middleton,  of 
St  Bee's,  Whitehaven;  Mr.  Donaldson;  Alexander  Gordon, 
Esq. ;  Dowager  Countess  of  Caledon,  &c.  &c. 


The  plan,  view,  and  description  of  the  Lodging-houses  for 
Families,  now  building  in  Streatham  Street,  Bloomsbury,  will  be 
published  in  an  early  number  of  the  Magazine. 

The  annual  meetmg  of  the  Society  will  be  held  at  Willis's 
Rooms,  on  Thursday,  me  12th  of  July,  at  two  o'clock  precisely — 
LoBD  Ashley,  M.P.,  in  the  Chair. 
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THE  RENOVATED  LODGING  HOUSE  IN  CHARLES 

STREET,  DRURY  LANE, 

7b  Aeeommodaie  Eighty^two  Single  Men ; 

AND  THE 

MODEL  LODGING  HOUSE  IN  HATTON  GARDEN^ 

To  Acc(mmodaU  F^fty^seven  Single  Women. 


THE  RENOVATED  LOIXlDia-HOUSE,  CHARLES- STREET. 

Ill  falfilment  of  the  task  undertaken  by  the  oommittee  to  arrange  and 
execute  plans  as  models  for  the  improvement  of  the  dwellings  of  the 
labouring  Classesy  they  have,  in  the  first  place,  felt  it  their  duty  to 
exhibit  a  series  of  new  buildings,  planned  with  the  special  object  of 
combining  everything  essential  to  the  health,  comfort^  and  moral 
habits  of  the  occupants,  and  have  endeavoured  to  show  that  these 
may  be  provided,  on  a  remunerative  principle,  at  a  rent  not  exceeding 
that  usually  paid  for  the  present  wretched  and  extremely  defective 
habitations.  They  have  further  deemed  it  not  less  incumbent  on 
them  to  show  in  what  way  old  and  ill-arranged  buildings  may  be 
renovated  and  fitted  up,  not,  indeed,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  attain 
the  standard  of  accommodation  supplied  in  new  buildings,  but  still  to 
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eifcct  a  vast  improvement  upon  the  existing  state  of  things,  and  to 
secure  the  possession  of  many  comforts  at  present  unknown  in  such 
buildings. 

With  this  vieWy  the  committee  have  undertaken  two  distinct  modeb 
—one  a  lodging  house  for  men»  and  the  other  for  women.  That  for 
men,  which  is  in  Charles-street,  Drury-lane,  originally  consisted  of 
three  separate  tenements,  occupied  as  lodging  houses  of  the  very 
lowest  description ;  a  lease  of  these  premises  for  twenty-eight  yean 
was  taken,  at  a  rent  of  45/.  per  annum ;  they  were  entirely  re- 
modelled, and  the  interior  thrown  into  one  house,  the  greater  part  of 
the  yard  was  covered  over  and  formed  into  a  living  or  common  room ; 
a  scullery  and  requisite  offices,  with  a  bath,  were  added — the  whole 
of  which,  together  with  the  fittings,  furniture,  &c.,  cost  the  sum  of 
1163/. 

For  the  comfortable  accommodation  afforded  in  thb  house,  the 
lodgers  pay  only  the  same  amount  as  is  usually  charged  in  the  neigh- 
bouring wretched  lodging  houses  for  a  single  bed— viz.,  4d.  for  each 
night,  but  if  they  remain  a  week,  the  charge  is  2$.  for  the  week — the 
object  of  the  Society  being  not  to  lower  the  price,  but  to  improve  the 
quality  of  the  dwellings,  and  in  no  other  way  to  assume  the  position 
of  rival  landlords.  After  deducting  all  expenses,  including  the  wages 
of  the  superintendent,  and  assistant,  fuel,  light,  and  other  incidentals, 
together  with  rent,  taxes,  and  interest  on  the  amount  of  outlay,  this 
house  has  been  found,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  the  most  profll« 
able  of  the  Society's  undertakings. 

Whilst  it  is  to  their  new  lodging  house  in  George-street  that  the 
committee  refer  as  a  model  for  imitation,  yet  where  circumstances 
render  it  impracticable  to  adopt  so  extended,  and,  as  they  believe, 
complete  a  plan,  they  trust  that  the  result  of  the  experiment  in  the 
Charles-street  lodging  house  may  have  the  effect  of  inducing  many  to 
embaHc  in  similar  undertakings,  which  will  prove  both  profitable  to 
themselves,  and  beneficial  to  large  numbers  of  the  labouring  classes. 

The  lodging  house  for  women,  at  No.  76,  Hatton  Garden,  has  bead 
more  recently  established,  and  the  result  of  this  experiment  cannot 
yet  be  ascertained.  The  house  taken  on  lease  for  this  purpose,  at  a 
rent  of  56/.  per  annum,  had  been  occupied  as  a  place  of  business,  and 
recommended  itself  chiefly  from  its  locality,  and  partial  adaptation  to 
the  purposes  of  the  Society ;  it  has,  however,  been  deemed  expedient 
to  incur  a  greater  outlay  in  the  enlarging  and  fitting  up  of  this  house 
than  would  have  been  done  had  not  the  committee  felt  it  desirable 
to  render  the  lodging  house  for  women  as  complete  a  model  'as  could 
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possibly  be  without  the  superior  advantage  of  a  new  building,  parti- 
cularly by  subdividing  the  dormitories  into  separate  compartments^ 
and  providing  a  washhouse,  as  well  as  spacious  kitchen,  bath,  lava- 
tories, &C.  The  plans  on  the  following  pages  exhibit  the  two  principal 
floors,  and  show  the  house  as  it  was  in  its  original  state,  and  also  as 
It  now  is,  after  being  enlarged  and  fitted  up  by  the  Society. 

Towards  the  expenses  incurred  in  adapting  and  fitting  up  this 
bouse,  the  committee  invite  the  contributions  of  all  who  are  interested 
in  promoting  the  important  objects  of  the  Society,  and,  in  particular, 
they  hope  that  ladies,  on  inspecting  the  establishment,  will  be  so  sa- 
tisfied of  its  superior  style  and  character,  as  to  favour  it  with  their 
kind  and  liberal  patronage. 

Cownittee  Room,  21,  Exeter  Hall,  July,  1849. 


Ground  Floor  Flan  of  the  Renovated  Lodging  House,  Charles 
Sireel,  Drwry  Lane,  to  accommodate  82  Single  Men, 


Hox»-Thli  HooM  wu  formed  oat  of  three  old  HoMW. 
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MR.  SLANEY'S  MOTION  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS 
RESPECTING  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

On  Tuesday,  tlie  22nd  of  May,  Mr.  Slaney  moved  the  appointment 
of  a  standing  committee,  or  unpaid  commission,  to  consider  and  re- 
port from  time  to  time  on  practical  measures  (unconnected  with 
political  changes)  likely  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  working 
classes,  to  encourage  their  industry,  and  increase  their  contentment. 
He  had  not  to  apprehend  opposition  or  contradiction  from  the  hooM 
at  that  moment.  What  he  had  rather  to  dread  was,  that  hon.  mem- 
bers would  quietly  and  silently  steal  forth  from  that  house,  and  leave 
him  with  so  small  an  audience  that  he  should  be  counted  out.  If 
such  were  to  be  his  fate,  he  trusted  a  good  cause  would  procure  for 
him  a  hearing  on  some  future  occasion.  But,  if  he  were  permitted 
to  proceed,  he  should  observe  that  the  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  the  working  classes  had  not  kept  pace  with  the  improveroeot  in 
the  condition  of  the  more  opulent  classes.  With  respect  to  the  pea* 
santry,  the  parliamentary  committees  of  1817  and  of  1819  reported 
that  abuses  prevailed  in  many  of  the  southern  counties.  And  the 
same  result  was  shown  from  the  proceedings  of-  the  committee  of 
1824  on  labourers*  wages,  over  which  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  government  presided.  He  then  referred  to  the  reports  of  a  par- 
liamentary committee  of  1830,  and  a  commission  of  1833,  for  addi- 
tional evidence  of  the  unsatisfactory  and  neglected  condition  of  the 
agricultural  labourers,  which  he  said  led  them  to  commit  acts  of  out- 
rage in  the  southern  counties.  Then  was  passed  the  stringent  law  of 
1835,  which  had  slowly  effected  some  improvement  in  the  agricalturml 
districts.  The  evils  which  that  law  was  intended  to  remove  had  been 
admitted* to  exist  for  twenty  years  before  the  remedy  was  applied. 
That  could  not  have  happened  if  there  had  existed  some  government 
department  whose  duty  it  would  have  been  to  watch  over  the  con- 
dition of  the  working  classes  and  endeavour  to  improve  it.  What 
now  was  the  condition  of  an  agricultural  labourer  ?  When  he  attained 
the  age  of  seventy,  all  he  could  hope  for  was  to  be  able  to  eke  out  a 
miserable  existence  by  means  of  parochial  aid.  The  hon.  member 
then  proceeded  to  the  case  of  the  population  of  large  towns,  of  those 
engaged  in  manufactures,  mines,  and  railway  construction,  and  rMul 
extracts  from  a  report  of  a  parliamentary  committee  of  1840,  of  the 
Poor-Law  Commission  of  1842,  of  a  commission  issued  under  the 
government  of  Sir  R.  Peel  in  1843,  of  the  Mining  Commission  of 
1843,  of  the  Handloom  Weavers  Commission  of  1841,  of  the  Con!- 
mittee  on  Railway  Labourers  in  1846,  and  of  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission of  1842,  to  show  that,  as  regarded  the  sanitary,  mormlj  and 
religious  condition  of  those  classes,  improvement  was  imperatiTfly 
demanded. 

At  this  time  notice  was  taken  that  forty  members  were  not  presentf 
and  the  house  thereupon  was  adjourned,  at  a  quarter-past  eight 
o'clock. 
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SEACOMBE  ALLOTMENTS. 

A  MOST  inter^ting  and  successful  experiment  has  this  year  been 
made  at  Seacombe,  to  test  the  disposition  of  the  working  and  middle 
classes  to  devote  a  portion  of  their  leisure  time  to  the  pursuits  of 
horticulture.  Those  of  our  readers  who  know  anything  of  the  locality 
may  hare  remarked  a  rather  rough-looking  plot  of  land,  lying  between 
Seacombe  and  Egremont,  and  abutting  upon  a  private  road  or  in- 
tended  street,  leading  from  the  former  place  to  Church-street,  Egre- 
mont,  a  little  above  the  hotel.  The  ground  in  question  being  regarded 
as  shortly  to  be  required  for  building  purposes,  was  unfenced,  and 
was  trespassed  upon  in  every  direction.  In  the  absence  of  any  demand 
for  it,  however,  the  proprietor^  Mr.  Penny,  of  Seacombe,  fenced  it 
round,  and  having  divided  it  by  posts  into  allotments  of  about  four 
bandred  square  yards  each,  offered  it  to  the  inhabitants  for  cultivation 
as  garden  ground,  at  a  rent  of  10«.  a  year  for  each  allotment,  the 
whole  was  promptly  taken  up,  in  part  by  the  tradesmen  of  the  village, 
but  principally  by  the  labouring  and  artisan  classes,  and  the  work  of 
cultivation  was  vigorously  proceeded  with.  At  this  moment  it  pre- 
sents a  most  gratifying  appearance,  being  covered  with  flourishing 
erops  of  potatoes,  peas,  beans,  cabbages,  onions,  lettuces,  &c. ;  in 
abort,  of  every  description  of  vegetable  which  enters  into  the  con- 
sumption of  a  family.  The  whole  b  kept  in  the  neatest  order ;  young 
quicks  and  other  sets  for  hedges  have  been  put  down  between  each 
lot;  and,  morning  and  evening,  their  owners  may  be  seen  bestowing 
their  leisure  hours  in  the  healthy  and  invigorating  occupation  of  cul- 
ture, weeding,  &c.  It  cannot  but  be  an  object  of  gratification  to 
these  parties  to  look  back  upon  the  hours  thus  profitably  employed, 
or  to  their  families,  during  the  ensuing  summer  months,  to  find  their 
tables  furnished  by  the  produce  of  their  own  induBirj^^^Liverpool 
Standard. 


A  MODEL  FARM  IN  IRELAND. 

The  correspondent   of  the   Netary   Telegraph  gives  the   following 
description  of  a  model  farm  in  the  west  of  Ireland : — 

**  Some  enterprising  adherents  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland 
have  taken,  on  most  advantageous  terms,  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  in  Ballinglen,  county  of  Mayo.  They  entered  upon  it  at 
January  last,  committing  its  general  management  to  an  experienced 
agriculturist,  who  has  both  the  temporal  and  spiritual  interests  of  the 
people  deeply  at  heart.  Already  about  sixty  acres  are  under  tillage 
— fences  are  reared  where  all  was  common — beautiful  fields  are 
squared  out,  drained  and  laid  down  in  oats  and  green  crops.  Twelve 
or  fourteen  families  are  regulariy  employed,  where  before  not  a  soul 
could  get  emploj-ment.  The  whole  neighbourhood  has  got  to  work, 
and  those  not  on  the  farm  itself  are  busily  engaged  in  imitating  its 
operations  on  a  small  scale  at  home.     The  Glen  itself  is  one  of  the 
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most  romantic  and  beautiful  places  I  saw  on  the  whole  western  coast. 
At  its  head  stands  the  Nephin  Mountain,  like  some  gigantic  sentinel 
of  the  place.  A  <  splendid  ruin'  (if  I  may  use  the  Irishism)  is  situate 
in  the  very  centre.  It  is  furnished,  too,  with  another  indispensable 
to  the  romantic,  a  quiet  crystal  stream,  whispering  its  way  to  the 
peaceful  plain  blow  ;  and  the  whole  opens  upon  the  broad  expanse  of 
the  Atlantic.  A  more  interesting  spot  could  not  have  been  selected. 
The  soil  is  excellent,  the  present  crops  are  promising,  and  it  in-  the 
conviction  of  all  concerned  and  around,  that  the  speculation  will  not 
only  be  reproductive,  but  remunerative.  The  property  is  divided 
into  10/.  shares  in  a  company,  the  proceeds  to  go  to  the  extension  of 
the  farm,  or  to  charitable  purposes.  Indeed,  the  extension  of  the 
farm  itself  is  a  charity,  and  the  greatest  temporal  benefit  that  could 
possibly  be  conferred  upon  the  Glen.  The  very  sound  of  the  farm- 
yard bell,  and  the  sight  of  busy  workmen,  and  of  sturdy  Scotch  horses, 
engaged  driving  their  business  in  the  open  fields,  would  make  you^ 
heart  leap  for  joy,  and  tell  yon  that  Scotch  piety  and  industry  can 
make  an  oasis  for  themselves  in  the  dreariest  district.  I  should  say 
that  employment  and  agricultural  advice  are  given  without  distinction 
of  sect  or  party,  whilst  the  settlers  are  on  the  very  best  terms  with 
their  neighbours.  A  very  successful  educational  effort  is  also  being 
made  in  the  Glen.  Two  schools  are  already  in  operation,  and  the 
Free  Church  is  about  to  send  over  a  normal  teacher. 

**  The  Friends'  Farm  is  situate  in  Glentone^  county  of  Galway. 
During  the  famine,  the  Friends  distributed  about  200,000/.  in  Ireland. 
They  declare  now  that  all  the  efforts  that  have  since  been  made» 
amounting  to  the  enormous  sum  of  11,500,000/.  sterling,  have  been 
without  permanent  effect.  At  present  they  are  taking  the  scheme 
of  the  cannie  Scotchman,  and  settling  upon  a  particular  district,  and 
carrying  out  upon  it  their  experiment.  Last  year  they  cleared  away 
many  farms,  and  gave  large  donations  of  seed  and  food ;  while  they 
had  all  the  pleasure  of  the  enterprise,  the  landlord  had  all  the  profit 
in  his  cleared  and  cultivated  grounds.  Jonathan  will  play  at  this 
game  no  longer,  unless  his  friend,  the  landlord,  gives  him  some  in- 
terest in  the  soil,  or  a  fair  remuneration  for  tilling  it.  He  thinks  the 
insolvent  proprietor,  born,  by  the  entail  law,  to  an  estate  he  cannot 
get  rid  of,  is  only  realizing  the  fable  of  the  dog  in  the  manger,  who 
would  neither  eat  the  hay  nor  let  the  horse  eat  it." 


THE  CHINESE  MODE  OF  HATCHING  EGGS. 

The  hatching-house  was  built  at  the  side  of  the  cottage,  and  was  a 
kind  of  long  shed  with  mud  walls,  and  thickly  thatched  with  straw. 
Along  the  ends  and  down  one  side  of  the  building  are  a  number  of 
round  straw-baskets,  well  plastered  with  mud  to  prevent  them  from 
taking  fire.  In  the  bottom  of  each  basket  there  is  a  tile  placed,  of 
rather  the  tile  forms  the  bottom  of  the  basket :  upon  this  the  fire 
acts^a  small  fire  being  below  each  basket.     Upon  the  top  of  the 
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basket  there  is  a  straw  cover  which  fits  closely,  and  is  kept  shut 
whilst  the  process  goes  on.  In  the  centre  of  the  shed  are  a  number 
of  large  shelves  placed  one  above  the  other,  upon  which  the  eggs  are 
laid  at  a  certain  stage  of  the  process.  When  the  eggs  are  brought, 
thej  are  put  into  the  baskets,  the  fire  is  lighted  below  them,  and  an 
nniform  heat  kept  up,  ranging,  as  nearly  as  I  could  ascertain,  from 
95°  to  102° ;  but  the  Chinamen  regulate  the  beat  by  their  own  feel- 
ings, and,  therefore,  it  will,  of  course,  vary  considerably.  In  four  or 
five  days  after  the  eggs  have  been  subject  to  this  temperature,  they 
are  taken  carefully  out,  one  by  one,  to  a  door,  in  which  a  number  of 
holes  have  been  bored  nearly  the  size  of  the  eggs ;  they  are  then  held 
•gainst  these  holes,  and  the  Chinamen  look  through  them,  and  are 
able  to  tell  whether  they  are  good  or  not.  If  good,  they  are  taken 
back,  and  replaced  in  their  former  quarters ;  if  bad,  they  are  of 
course  excluded.  In  nine  or  ten  days  after  this,  that  is  about  four- 
teen days  from  the  commencement,  the  eggs  are  taken  from  the 
baakets  and  spread  out  on  the  shelves.  Here  no  fire  heat  is  applied, 
but  they  are  covered  over  with  cotton  and  a  kind  of  blanket,  under 
which  they  remain  about  fourteen  days  more,  when  the  young  ducks 
burst  their  shells  and  the  shed  teems  with  life.  These  shelves  are 
large,  and  capable  of  holding  many  thousands  of  eggs ;  and  when  the 
hatchisg  takes  place,  the  sight  is  not  a  little  curious.  The  natives 
who  rear  the  young  ducks  in  the  surrounding  country,  know  exactly 
the  day  when  they  will  be  ready  for  removal,  and  in  two  days  after 
the  shell  is  burst,  the  whole  of  the  little  creatures  are  sold  and  con- 
veyed to  their  new  quarters.— /^orffcne'^  Wanderings  in  China. 


IRELAND  AND  THE  CORPORATION  OF  LONDON. 

A  NUMEROUS  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation  was  held  on 
FHday,  the  22nd  of  June,  at  the  Mansion  House — the  Right  Hon. 
the  Lord  Mayor  in  the  chair. 

His  Lordship  said  he  was  obliged  to  the  gentlemen  present  for 
their  attendance  upon  so  short  a  summons.  It  afforded  a  proof  of 
the  importance  of  the  subject  upon  which  he  desired  an  expression  of 
their  sentiments,  as  a  preliminary  measure  to  the  calling  of  a  Court 
of  Common  Council,  if  it  were  thought  right  that  the  corporation 
should  entertain  the  question.  His  lordship  called  the  attention  of 
the  meeting  to  the  observations  made  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  his  cele- 
brated speech  on  Irish  affairs  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  which  the 
right  honourable  baronet  held  it  out  as  a  noble  object  of  ambition  to 
the  corporation  of  London,  to  follow  the  example  of  their  predecessors 
in  former  times,  by  becoming  possessors  of  some  of  the  extensive  pro- 
perties in  Ireland  which  were  likely  to  be  brought  into  the  market, 
tod  thus  become  instrumental  in  conferring  upon  other  portions  of 
that  interesting  country  the  blessings  of  peace,  order,  and  prosperity 
which  distinguished  the  northern  provinces  of  the  island,  settled  by 
means  of  the  corporation  and  the  great  London  companies. 
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Mr.  Wire  said  he  had  taken  the  liberty,  at  a  former  Court  of 
Common  Council,  to  throw  out  a  suggestion  similar  to  that  to  which 
the  Lord  Mayor  had  called  their  attention.  It  waa  a  subject  of  the 
greatest  importance,  not  as  a  corporate  question  merely,  but  as  a 
matter  in  which  the  interests  of  both  Ireland  and  England  were 
deeply  involved.  It  was  known  that  a  bill  was  now  in  its  progrets 
through  Parliament,  which  would  facilitate  the  sale  of  encumbered 
estates,  and  give  an  Act  of  Parliament  title  to  capitalists  wishing  to 
embark  in  the  reclamation  of  land  now  suffered  to  lie  barren  and 
unproductive,  amid  a  starving  population,  willing  to  work  if  they  had 
capital  and  enterprise  to  put  them  in  motion.  Mr.  Wire  then  read 
from  parliamentary  reports  a  statement  of  the  quantity  of  the 
uncultivated  land  in  the  various  counties  in  Ireland ;  from  which 
statement  it  appeared  that  there  was  a  great  amount  of  fertile  land 
entirely  uncultivated,  while  a  large  portion  of  the  property  said  to  be 
in  a  state  of  cultivation  might  be  made  twice  as  productive  with  the 
assistance  of  capital  and  labour.  The  subject  for  consideration  wwt, 
whether  the  corporation  would  lend  its  aid  to  supply  a  portion  of 
capital  applicable  to  this  purpose,  if  it  could  be  accomplished  with 
safety.  There  were  three  modes  which  had  occurred  to  his  mind :— - 
1  •  Would  the  corporation  borrow  upon  its  own  resources  capital 
necessary  for  the  purchase  and  settlement  of  say  two  or  three  hun- 
dred thousand  acres,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  Ireland^ 
satisfied  with  the  honour  they  would  derive  from  so  noble  an  under- 
taking ;  but  taking  care,  of  course,  for  the  security  of  the  capital 
embarked,  and  for  payment  of  a  moderate  interest  on  the  amount? 
The  second  mode  involved  the  question  of  prosecuting  the  desired  object 
in  association  with  the  great  livery  companies.  There  did  not  exist 
any  compulsory  powers  for  raising  the  capital  in  the  manner  pursued 
in  the  reign  of  King  James ;  but  it  was  well  known  that  many  of  the 
livery  companies  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  large  resources,  and  he 
did  not  doubt  that,  if  a  safe  and  practicable  plan  could  be  devisedi 
the  companies  would  gradually  co-operate  in  the  undertaking.  The 
third  mode  he  had  to  suggest  was,  that  the  corporation  should  com- 
mence  the  undertaking,  not  only  in  association  with  the  livery  com- 
panies, but  with  other  large  capitalists,  who  might  be  disposed  to 
take  stock  or  shares  with  a  view  to  the  undertaking  as  a  gainful 
speculation.  He  confessed  that  his  own  prepossessions  were  in 
favour  of  the  first  of  these  plans ;  but  as  the  present  must  be  con- 
sidered as  a  mere  preliminary  meeting,  to  devise  means  to  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Common  Council,  he  should  propose 
the  formation  of  a  committee  of  seven  to  collect  and  digest  informa- 
tion, to  be  laid  before  the  Court  of  Common  Council  whenever  his 
lordship  should  convene  a  special  court  to  consider  the  question. 
One  very  large  estate  in  the  county  of  Galway — the  Connemara  pro- 
perty— was  about  to  be  sold  by  auction  in  August  next ;  and  if  the 
corporation  should  think  it  right  to  enter  into  the  suggested  under- 
taking, it  would  be  desirable  for  them  to  employ  all  practicable  ex- 
pedition in  their  deliberations ;  then  they  might  be  able  to  take  ad- 
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vlintage  of  this  sale,  if  terms  were  offered  to  warrant  them  in  looking 
At  this  district  as  a  legitimate  field  of  enterprise. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Jones  said  he  would  wish  to  ask  the  city  solicitor 
whether  they  could  safely  enter  into  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of 
encambered  estates  in  Ireland,  until  the  bill  for  giving  a  general 
title  to  property  disposed  of  under  such  circumstances  should  pass 
into  a  law  ? 

Mr.  Charles  Pearson  said  that  as  this  was  only  a  preliminary  meet- 
ing of  gentlemen  not  acting  in  a  corporate  capacity,  he  did  not  attend 
it  city  solicitor,  but  as  a  private  individual,  feeling  a  deep  interest 
in  promoting  the  success  of  their  object.  He  had,  however,  no 
hedtatioQ  in  saying  that  he  should  never  advise  the  corporation  to 
think  of  making  any  purchases  of  encumbered  estates  in  Ireland 
without  a  parliamentary  title.  There  seemed  to  be  but  little  doubt 
of  the  bill  which  had  passed  the  House  of  Commons  being  speedily 
the  law  of  the  land ;  as,  however,  some  mischance  might  attend  the 
tteaaure  in  the  Upper  House,  the  corporation,  if  they  should  seriously 
intend  to  embark  in  this  great  undertaking,  might  apply  to  Parlia- 
ment for  an  especial  act,  which  would  confer  upon  them  full  powers 
to  carry  out  the  object  as  effectually  as  if  the  purchases  were  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  general  act.  It  was  difficult  to  predicate 
6f  any  measure  affecting  (as  the  general  act  did)  the  interests  of  so 
numy  individuals,  what  might  be  its  fate  if  opposed  by  parties  whose 
property  would  be  subjected  to  its  operation ;  but  it  was  notorious 
that  la^e  tracts  of  land  were  now  in  the  market,  where  the  mort- 
gagors and  the  mortgagees,  the  tenant  for  life  and  the  tenant  in 
remainder,  were  all  willing  to  concur  in  a  sale  under  the  authority  of 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  whether  a  general  Act  or  a  special  Act ;  and 
it  must  be  equally  obvious  that  all  parties  in  the  state  would  concur 
in  passing  a  bill  to  give  facilities  for  the  accomplishment  of  such  an 
object  as  that  which  had  been  suggested  by  the  Lord  Mayor. 

Alderman  Humphbry  said,  that  although  he  was  as  anxious  as  any 
gentleman  could  possibly  be  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  Ireland,  by 
&eilitating  any  measure  that  would  infuse  capital  into  the  country  for 
the  encouragement  of  industry,  in  the  development  of  its  resources, 
he  felt  the  greatest  repugnance  to  any  measure  which  was  not  based 
upon  the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  pending  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Jones  said  that  some  allusion  had  been  made  to  Mr. 
Martin's  estates  in  the  county  of  Galway,  which  were  advertised  for 
sale  in  August  next.  The  property  comprised,  he  understood,  about 
two  hundred  thousand  acres,  and  it  was  reported  to  be  a  very  im-<' 
proveable  property ;  but  he  should  decidedly  discountenance  any  pro- 
posal to  encumber  their  deliberations  with  any  reference  to  any  parti- 
cular estate,  until  they  had  before  them  greater  knowledge  of  the 
various  properties  which  would  be  brought  to  sale.  If  the  corporation 
should  ultimately  be  disposed  to  purchase,  they  might  buy  that 
estate,  or  they  might  think  it  more  advantageous  to  purchase  different 
estates  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  requiring  improvement  pro- 
bably quite  as  much  as  the  Connemara  property,  and  possibly  admit- 


110  TAB  labourer's  FRIBIfI>. 

ting  of  a  profitable  return  for  the  investment.  The  first  question  to 
be  ascertained  appeared  to  him  to  be  whether  the  Government  would 
be  disposed  to  sanction  such  an  employment  of  capital  by  the  corpo- 
ratiooy  if  they  were  willing  to  embark  in  it.  The  statute  of  mortmain 
was,  as  the  law  now  stood,  an  effectual  barrier.  If  Parliament  were 
disposed  to  relax  this  law,  and  to  empower  public  bodies  to  purehase 
and  improve  the  lands  in  Ireland,  there  would  be  no  lack  of  capital 
to  accomplish  that  object.  An  eminent  city  capitalist,  a  few  years 
since,  had  sent  over  an  agent  to  Ireland  to  inspect  and  inquire  into 
certain  large  properties  in  Ireland  offered  for  investment.  He  waa 
advised  not  to  enter  into  the  speculation  ;  a  degree  of  insecurity  was 
supposed  to  affect  the  property  in  that  country,  and  many  of  the 
estates  were  overrun  with  a  pauper  population  that  consumed  the 
value  of  the  land. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Hall  entirely  agreed  with  the  last  speaker  in  the  pro- 
priety of  looking  at  the  project  as  entirely  unconnected  with  any  par- 
ticular property  which  some  gentlemen  might  suppose  presented 
peculiar  advantages  as  the  basis  of  an  undertaking  of  this  nature. 
There  would  be  an  abundance  of  property  in  search  of  purchasers  so 
soon  as  the  bill  which  had  been  referred  to  should  come  into  opera- 
tion. This  must  be  looked  upon  as  only  a  preliminary  meeting  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  Common  Council 
to  the  subject  It  might  be  very  well  for  them  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  the  details  of  a  measure  to  be  submitted  to  the 
court,  if  it  should,  upon  further  reflection,  be  thought  right  to  do  to  ; 
but  there  were  a  great  number  of  topics  to  be  considered  besides^  the 
quantity  or  situation  of  any  property  proposed  to  be  purchased.  The 
ways  and  means  had  to  be  considered.  There  was  one  thing  ooglit 
to  be  well  understood :  at  the  time  when  the  settlement  was  effected 
by  the  corporation  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  it  was  done  with  peculiar 
state  objects  in  view,  which  did  not  influence  them  upon  the  present 
occasion.  It  could  not  be  the  object  of  the  corporation,  if  they  should 
enter  into  such  an  undertaking,  to  remove  from  off  any  estates  they 
might  purchase  the  labourers  who  might  be  willing  to  cultivate  the 
soil,  for  the  purpose  of  planting  other  settlers,  as  it  had  been  termed. 
It  was  desired,  by  the  infusion  of  capital  and  enterprise,  to  stimulate 
industry,  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes,  and  to 
introduce  what  was  so  much  needed  in  that  country,  a  class  of 
respectable  farmers,  with  capital,  credit,  and  enterprise  ready  and 
willing  to  give  to  the  daily  labourer  a  fair  remuneration  for  his  daily 
toU. 

Mr.  Deputy  Harrison  said  he  did  not  wish  at  that  moment  to  ex* 
press  any  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  the  corpo* 
ration  embarking  in  such  an  undertaking  as  appeared  to  be  in  con« 
templation ;  he,  however,  was  himself  prepared  to  express  his  own 
opinion,  if  such  were  desired  ;  but  he  recommended  the  reference  to 
a  committee  to  accumulate  facts  to  be  laid  before  them  on  a  future 
day  for  their  consideration ;  they  would  then  be  prepared  to  exercise 
a  sound  judgment  as  to  the  course  which  ought  to  be  pursued. 

Mr.  Gilpin  said,  that  from  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired  as  one 
of  the  relief  committee  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  as  a  member  of 
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a  company  who  completed  an  investment  in  Ireland,  and  had  con- 
ferred with  the  Government  upon  the  subject,  he  was  enabled  to  state 
two  facts,  which  he  hoped  would  dispel  some  of.  the  doubts  that  had 
been  raised  as  to  the  object  they  had  in  view.  In  the  first  place,  there 
v^^a  nq  doubt  but  that  all  difficulty  oa  the  score  of  the  statute  of 
mortmain  might  be  banished  from  their  minds.  He  was  hardly  at 
liberty  to  say  what  had  passed  during  their  interview  with  official 
persons^  but  it  left' no  doubt  that  facility  to  hold  land  would  be  given 
even  to  a  company  formed  for  the  purpose  of  commercial  speculation  ; 
and  it  would  certainly  not  be  withheld  from  the  corporation  of 
Condon,  who  had  already  administered  with  so  much  prudence  and 
aeal  similar  powers  entrusted  to  them  in  past  times^  .The  supposed 
difficulty  of  disposing  of  the  labouring  population  appeared  to  him 
equally  unnecessary.  One  of  his  friends  had  recently  settled  upon  a 
coosiderable  property  in  the  vicinity  of  Mr.  Martin's  estate.  He  was 
an  entire  stranger  to  Ireland,  a  retired  manufacturer  from  one  of  our 
provincial  towjis;  he. and  his  family  were  engaged  iu  improving  the 
property,  'and  they  described  the  labouring  classes  as  perfectly  willing 
and  anxlolis'to  work  for  the  smallest  wages.  He  had  yesterday  a 
letter,  in  wKich  it  was  stated  that  they  were  willing  to  work,  and  did 
work,  for  a  single  meal  a  day.  .... 

A  long  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  Wire,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr. 
Q.  L.  Tajrlor,  Mr.  Blake,  and  several  other  influential  members  of 
the  corporafion  took  part.  They  appeared  tq  be  unanimous  in  their 
anxiety  to  forward  the  measure,  if,  upon  further  inquiry,  it  should  be 
found  that  it  could  be  safely  undertaken.  A  committee  was  then 
formed  to  make  the  requisite  inquiries  in  conformity  with  the  feelings 
of  the  meeting. 

It  was  said  that  nearly  every  member  who  had  been  invited  was 
present,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  expressed  his  regret  that  from  the 
pressure  of  time  he  had  not  been  able  to  give  notice  to  a  larger 
Dumber  of  the  aldermen  and  common  councilmen. 
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A  cuRions  fact,  and  one  worthy  the  attention  of  the  sanitary 
reformer,  came  out  before  the  borough  magistrates,  during  the 
examination  of  Holloway,  on  the  charge  of  killing  his  child.  The 
house  in  which  the  man  lodged  contains  six  rooms,  which  are  occupied 
by  no  less  than  five  families,  and  there  is  a  small  cottage  in  the  yard 
occupied  by  another  family.  One  of  the  witnesses,  in  answer  to  the 
mayor,  named  the  weekly  sum  paid  by  each  of  the  lodgers  for  rent, 
froni  which  it  appeared  that  the  landlord  realizes  about  26/.  per  year 
from  thus  letting  out  his  rooms,  besides  living  himself  rent-free.  The 
house  is  rated  at  about  9/.,  and  the  houses  in  the  same  street  (which, 
however,  generally  contain  one  or  two  rooms  less)  average  10/.  per 
year  for  rent.  In  answer  to  a  question  by  the  mayor,  Mr.  Dusantoy 
iaid,  that  in  the  course  of  his  professional  duties  he  found  many  such 
cases  of  a  family  allotted  to  each  room  in  a  house. — Hants  Inde- 
pendent. 
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Donations  and  Subscriptions^  from  the  Z\st  of  May ^ 
to  the  30/A  ofJunt^  1849. 

%*  TbOM  siimi  to  wUch  (D.)  Ii  preflxtd  an  Donttloiif  j  all  others  art  Aannal 


HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA.    ...    £20 
HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN  DOWAGER    .    £10 


Moit  Hon.  Marquess  of  Bland- 
ford,  M.P (D.)     5 

Bt.  Hon.  Visoonnt  Castlereagh    5 

Miyor-Oen.  Sir  H.  Bunbury, 
Bart.,  Boston  Honse,  Bnry 
St.  Edmund's 5 

Rot.  J.  E.  MiddletOD,  St.  Bees, 
WhitdiaTen      .    •    •  (D.)     5 

Miss  A.M.  Cotton,  The  Cottage, 
Oirborn,  Cambridge  .  (D.)     5 

T.  H.  Parker,  Esq.,  Park  Hall, 
near  Longton,  Staffordshire 
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C.  V (D.)     6 

Miss  Bird,  Hjde  Park  St.  (D.)    5 

T.  Twining,  Esq.,  jnn.,  Per- 
ryn  House,  Twiekenham    •    5 

H.  B.  Hickman,  Esq.,  Oains- 
borongh (D.)     0 

R.  S.  Holford,  Esq.,  Bolton- 
street,  Piccadilly   .    .     .     .     0 

Gen.  Sir  George  Otway,  Bart., 
GrosTcnor-square .... 

Lady  Boynton,  Winterton  .    . 

RcT.  F.  Hathaway,  Sbadwell, 
Yorkshire 

R.  Killett  Long,  Esq.,  Dunstan 
Hall,  Norwich 

James  Strachan,  Esq.,  North 
Lodge,  Teddington    .     .    . 

Rev.  W.  Harness,  per  Williams 
and  Co 

W.  A.  GarreU,  Esq.,  Hamp- 
stead 

Capt.  W.  CaldweU    .... 

Capt  E.  A.  PereeTal,  Welling- 
ton      

Col.  Lindsay,  Grosvenor-sq.    . 

P.  Cator,  Esq.,  Beckenham     . 
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Miss  L.  M.  Moland,  Bmns- 
wiok-square,  Brighton    .    . 

J.  Braithwaite,  Esq.,  Old 
Broad-street 

Miss  S.  Jeffery,  Bahama  Villa, 
Cheltenham 

W.  Lawrence,  Esq.,  Whitehall- 
place  

Capt.  J.  J.  Chapman      .    •    • 

ReT.  John  Lemesurier  .    •    . 

Miss  M.  0.  Lemesurier  .    .    • 

T.  B.  Crosse,  Esq 

ReT.  Canon  Rogers  .... 

Mrs.  M.  Gunter,  Newport,  Isle 
of  Wight 

Mrs.  A.  Gunter,  ditto    .    .    • 

H.  D.  Burr,  Esq 
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0  10 
0  10 
0  10 

0  10 
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0  10 


Donation  to  Ftmalg  Lodging  Homu^ 
Hatton  Oarden. 
T.  Twining,  Esq.,  jun..  Per- 

ryn  House,  Twickenham     .  10    0    0 


Donations  to  8treatham  Street  Family 

Lodging  Route, 
T.  Twining,  Esq.,  jun..  Per- 
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H.  B.  Hickman,  Esq.,  Gains- 
borough   5 

H.  R.  Farrar,  Esq 2 
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West  Kent,  per  Mr,  H,  Martin,  Agent, 
Right  Hon.  Eari  SUnhope  .320 
Rev.  W.  E.  Hoskius  ...  1  I  0 
Rev.  Dr.  Griffiths  .  (2  yrs.)  10  0 
Rev.  H.  Stevens  ...'..  0  10  0 
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No.  LXIIL  j^eio  ^txiti.  Prick  6d. 

SOCIETY  FOR   IMPROVING  THE  CONDITION   OF 
THE  LABOURING  CLASSES. 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  fifth  Annual  Meeting  was  held  on  Thursday,  July  12tli, 
1849,  at  Willis's  Rooms.  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Ashley,  M.P., 
presided  on  the  occasion.  On  the  platform  were  Viscount 
Castlereagh,  M.P. ;  Viscount  Brackley,  M.P. ;  Mr.  Newdegate, 
HP. ;  Mr.  Young,  M.P. ;  the  Hon.  Captain  Maude ;  Dr.  Cotton, 
Provost  of  Worcester  College,  Oxford;  Rev.  E.  Bickersteth; 
Rev.  E.  S.  Ireland ;  Dr.  Southwood  Smith;  Major  Little;  William 
Gregson,  Esq.,  and  other  gentlemen. 

The  Chairman  requested  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cotton  to  ask  the  Divine 
blessing  upon  the  proceedings;  after  which,  letters  apologizing 
for  absence  were  read  from  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Lord 
John  Russell,  M.P.,  the  Earl  of  HaiTowby,  Viscount  Ebrington, 
the  Lord  Mayor,  M.P.,  M.  Guizot,  the  Bishops  of  London  and 
Norwich,  Sir  T.  Hastings,  John  Labouchere,  Esq.,  Rev.  W.  W, 
Champneys,  &c.,  &c. 

The  noble  Chairman  then  spoke  as  follows  : — Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 
It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  while  we 
are  under  the  influence  of  such  hot  weather,  that  a  large  meeting  could 
be  assembled.  Perhaps  an  apology  is  due  for  the  late  period  at  which 
the  committee  have  called  their  annual  meeting.  It  is  sutlieient  to  state 
that  this  delay  has  been  occasioned  by  unavoidable  circumstances.  It 
had  been  deliberated  whether  a  meeting  should  be  held  at  all  ;  but  after 
further  consideration,  it  was  determined  to  meet  the  subscribers,  and 
state  to  them  the  various  operations  which  the  Society  has  carried  on 
iince  the  last  anniversary.  We  can  assure  our  friends,  that  although  we 
have  so  long  delayed  to  call  them  together,  it  has  not  been  because  we 
have  been  spending  our  time  in  idlencas,  or  neglecting  the  great  duties 
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the  yarioas  expenses,  including  wages  of  superintendent  and  8eryant% 
coalsy  gasy  washing,  water-rate,  chandlery,  breakage,  government  and 
parochial  taxes,  have  proved  so  large  as  to  absorb  rather  more  than  half 
of  the  receipts.  After  minute  investigation,  the  committee  are  satisiad 
that  some  of  these  expenses  may,  hj  a  better  system  of  management  be 
coosiderablj  reduced;  and  new  arrangements  have  been  alr^j  made^ 
and  are  now  in  operation,  by  which  that  desirable  object  will  be  attained 
without  any  diminution  of  tiie  comforts  of  the  lodgers. 

It  is  only  an  act  of  justice  to  the  tenants  and  lodgers  in  the  Soeie^s 
houses,  amounting  altogether  to  262,  to  state  that  they  are  in  genml 
orderly  and  well-behaved,  punctual  in  the  payment  of  their  rent,  and  fully 
alive  to  the  advantages  of  the  superior  accommodation  enjoyed  by  them. 

Before  closing  this  part  of  their  Report,  the  conmiittee  beg  to  nS&t 
to  the  last  number  of  the  Society's  publication,  ^  The  Labourer's  Friend," 
in  which  will  be  found  a  description  and  plan  of  their  renovated  lodging- 
house  in  Charles-street,  Drury-lane,  and  also  of  the  lodging-house  for 
women,  in  Hatton  Garden.  By  that  paper,  it  will  be  seen  in  what  war 
old  and  ill-arranged  buildings  may  be  altered  and  fitted  up— not,  indeed 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  attain  the  standard  of  accommodation  supplied  in 
new  buildings,  but  still  to  effect  a  vast  improvement  upon  the  existing 
state  of  things,  and  to  secure  the  possession  of  many  comforts  at  present 
unknown  in  such  buildings.  And  they  would  add  that  the  former  house 
has  been  found  the  most  profitable  of  the  Society's  undertakings. 

Turning,  next,  to  that  which  was  the  Society's  earliest  field  of  labonr, 
the  committee  have  to  state,  that  the  allotments  now  belonging  to  the 
Society  are  647,  comprising  126  acres  of  land,  and  are  situate  in  the  fol* 
lowing  places:— 


>  Surrey, 
Kent. 


Talworth     ..»     

Rushet  Waste     

Heme  Bay 

Margate      

Chatham     •••     ••• 

West  Mailing     

Denton        Northamptonshire. 

Leominster Herefordshire. 

Tetminster Somerset. 

Cholesbury Bucks. 

JJnchmoreHm I  Middlesex. 

i^idgeware j 

The  rents  of  all  these  allotments  continue  to  be  paid  with  great  punctu- 
ality; and  any  complaint  of  misconduct  on  the  part  of  an  allotment  tenant 
is  of  very  rare  occurrence. 

Several  pieces  of  land  in  convenient  situations  have  recently  been 
offered  to  your  committee  by  the  South-Eastern  Railway  Company,  and  the 
expediency  of  accepting  some  of  them  is  at  present  under  consideration. 

Having  thus  given  a  hasty  sketch  of  the  direct  operations  of  the  Society 
during  the  past  year,  your  committee  must  advert  to  another  and  stiU 
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BMMre  important  way  in  which  the  condition  of  the  lahouring  classes  has 
been,  and,  they  trust,  will  continue  to  be,  improved — namely,  by  those 
▼arious  independent  efforts  which  are  made  by  benevolent  individuals,  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  and  experiments  of  the  Society. 

Tour  committee  are  happy  to  say,  that  in  no  former  year  have  they 
had  so  many  instances  and  proofs  of  this  kind,  of  the  beneficial  opai^tion 
of  the  Society's  labours. 

The  spread  of  the  Allotment  system,  it  is  true,  has  been  evident  for 
several  years  past.  But  the  most  gratifying  circumstance  in  the  past 
year  has  been  the  resolution  taken  by  several  great  proprietors  to  in^>rovey 
without  delay,  and  in  a  most  satisfactory  maimer,  the  Dwellings  of  the 
labourers  on  Iheir  various  estates. 

Among  the  foremost  of  these  must  be  placed  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  who  has  determined  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  cottages 
en  the  whole  of  his  extensive  states,  and  to  expend  a  large  sum  upon 
their  improvement. 

The  Earl  Howe  has  been  occupied  with  a  similar  work  for  some  time 
past  on  his  estates  in  Buckinghamshire. 

A  nobleman  of  large  property,  both  in  England  and  Wales,  but  whose 
name  the  committee  are  not  yet  at  liberty  to  give,  has  recently  intimated 
to  his  tenants,  that  he  intends  to  have  all  the  cottages  on  his  estate^ 
altered,  or  rebuilt,  in  order  to  provide  each  family  with  three  sleeping 
apartments. 

In  Huntingdonshire,  Lady  Olivia  Sparrow  has  completed  a  lodging- 
lioose  for  fourteen  unmarried  labourers;  the  beneficial  effects  of  which  to 
the  inmates  encourage  her  ladyship  to  contemplate  the  adoption  of  the 
Society's  plans  on  other  parts  of  her  property. 

-  A  gentleman  in  Hampshire  has  lately  removed  twenty  old  cottages,  and 
replaced  them  with  twenty  new  ones,  of  an  improved  construction,  with 
land  annexed  to  each,  at  a  moderate  rent 

These  are  a  few  of  the  instances  which  have  been  mentioned  to  your 
committee  within  the  past  year;  but  the  spirit  of  improvement  which  has 
gone  forth  is  hardly  to  be  estimated  by  individual  cases. 

Tour  committee  having  published  several  lithographed  plans  and 
q>ecifications  for  improved  cottages,  and  a  plan  for  a  lodging-house  for 
juunarried  labourers,  adapted  to  agricultural,  mining,  and  quarry  districts, 
firom  the  designs  of  their  Honorary  Architect,  upwards  of  200  applica- 
tions for  these  plans,  accompanied  with  payment,  have  been  made  since 
the  last  anniversary.  And  as  these  designs  are  unembellished,  and  have 
been  prepared  only  with  reference  to  practical  utility,  your  committee 
indulge  a  hope,  that  nearly  all  these  applicants  are  now  employed  in  thia 
important  work,  of  endeavouring  to  improve  the  dwellings  of  their 
kbooring  tenantry.  Nor  is  this  alL  In  the  towns,  as  weU  as  in  tha 
agricultural  districts,  the  suggestions  and  the  example  set  by  this  Society 
are  beginning  to  be  extensively  felt. 

In  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Manchester,  Norwich,  Macclesfield,  Chester, 
Hereford,  Gloucester,  Bath,  and  Brighton,  the  subject  has  excited  con- 
siderable attention;  and  though  in  some  instances  the  efforts  may  have 
been  hasty,  and  for  the  present  suspended,  yet  this  simultaneous  move- 
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ment  in  00  many  of  the  great  towns  proTes  the  existenoe  of  a  convictioi^ 
in  many  minds,  that  something  needed  to  he  done.  And  amidst  all  tlda 
laudahk  effort,  it  is  tolerablj  oertain  that  some  reallj  yaluahle  works  will 
be  undertakai  and  mach  permanent  good  exacted. 

Nor  have  these  movements  been  confined  to  Great  Britain.  Even 
amidst  the  convalsions  of  which  France  has  been  the  subject,  aone 
benevolent  persons  have  found  leisure  to  commence  a  similar  work  in  tkat 
country.  At  Paris,  the  attempt  attracted  so  much  notice,  that  the  new 
President  of  the  Republic  feh  it  to  be  right  and  advisable  to  encomnge 
the  endeavour  by  a  very  considerable  donation. 

The  Society  has  received  applications  for  its  plans  from  Paris,  Ibr* 
seilles,  Berlin,  Magdeburg,  Amsterdam,  Russia,  and  the  United  St«lei» 
These  cirenmstanees  encourage  your  committee  in  their  labours  evsQ 
more  than  the  happy  results  of  their  own  experiments.  A  few  cases  oiigfal 
possibly  occur  in  which  either  novelty^  or  some  other  transient  cansd 
might  appear  to  give  success  to  experiments  not  destined  to  work  $af 
permanent  good.  But  the  approbation,  expressed  in  the  most  practical 
of  all  modes,  of  a  great  number  of  wise  and  good  men  in  various  parts  aC 
the  empire,  and  even  in  foreign  lands>  is  scarcely  to  be  ascribed  to  f^Mum, 
or  whim,  or  groundless  ficmcy.  It  leads  your  committee  to  hope,  not  that 
they  have  discovered  any  wondrous  art  of  Uessing  mankind,  but  thai  UMjf 
have,  in  some  measure,  shown  the  practicability  of  effecting  most  vilaaMi 
ends  by  common  means. 

The^  is  nothing  more  obvious  than  the  vast  difference  betweea  flie 
wretched  hovels  wbidi  still  disgrace  many  of  our  villages  and  a  < 
able  English  cottage:  there  is  nothing  more  easy,  or  more  sim]^ 
the  pulling  down  the  one,  and  replacing  it  by  the  other.  Nor  is  the  i 
of  doing  this  very  great,  or  the  realization  of  a  moderate  rent  very  difficnlt 
Yet  th^  practical  truisms  did  require  to  be  pressed  upon  the  minda  inA 
consciences  of  English  proprietors;  and  when  so  pressed,  the  impidse  Im 
naturally  obeyed.  This  has  been  one  chief  part  of  the  Society's  wvk; 
and  it  is  with  the  highest  gratification  that  the  committee  begin  to  per^ 
ceive  the  possibility  that  even  yery  great,  wide-spread,  and  natioBall^ 
important  reforms  may  ^ring  from  their  nnobtmsive  and  somewliat 
eommon-place  suggestions. 

The  present  period  of  the  world's  history  is,  doubtless,  fraught  wil^ 
the  most  momentous  results.  To  predict,  or  foresee,  whither  the  ] 
of  Christendom  are  hurrying,  is  beyond  the  power  of  the  wisest 
most  penetrating  of  human  minds.  But  it  is  in  such  times  as 
that  before  the  Christian  mind  will  be  most  forcibly  brought  the  wboto' 
some  lessons — 

Ist.  *^  Thine,  O  Lord,  is  the  greatness,  and  the  power,  and  the  glorfy 
and  the  majesty;  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  thou  art  exalted  above 
aH''  ''In  thine  hand  it  is  to  make  great,  and  to  give  strengtifai  mda 
alL"  <' Except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  their  labour  is  but  lost  thai 
build  it:  except  the  Lord  keep  the  ci^,  the  watchman  waketh  bat 
in  vain." 

And,  2nd.  Of  ourselves;  '' Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do^  do  it 
with  thy  might;  for  there  is  no  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wisdom  in 
the  grave  whither  thou  goest." 
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The  Rer.  R  Bickbrstbth  said — Mj  dear  Lord  Ashlej  and  Christian 
finends,  I  have  been  requested  to  move  the  first  resolution.     I  doubt 
ooC,  having  heard  the  Report,  we  shall  all  be  glad  to  read  it  more 
•at  leisure*     It  contains  a  very  gratifying  account  of  the  progress  of 
4he  Society.      In  your  lordship's  speech  you  said  that  this   was  not 
«  charitable  institution.     Now,  I  do  not  think  I  can  quite  agree  witb 
that  opinion.     But  I  can  easily  understand  why  you  take  that  view. 
Yon  would  hardly  look  at  any  of  your  works  and  labours  of  love  in  any 
other  light  than  merely  that  of  duty  and  of  obligation.     But  it  is  moat 
important  as  a  general  system  of  doing  good  to  estaUish  it  on  prindplos 
which  shall  be  self-supporting.      This  Society  is  not  eleemosynary  or 
almsgiving;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is  the  beginning  of  a  moot 
important  charitable  vrork  for  our  country — ay,  and  for  a  wider  extent 
than  our  own  country.     When  I  look  at  the  patronage  of  this  Society, 
and  see  the  Queeu,  the  Queen  Dowager,  Prince  Albert,  and  so  many 
estimable  names  in  our  aristocracy,  I  cannot  but  see  that  the  aristocracy 
of  the  country  are  c(»ning  to  the  sense  of  a  very  great  duty  which  they 
have  to  fulfil  in  these  days — a  duty  which  did  not  lie  so  much  upon 
them  in  past  times.     In  past  times,  the  aristocracy  of  our  country  were 
the  warriors  who  nobly  defended  us  from  our  multiplied  enemies,  and 
k^  us  in  peace  and  safety.     How  delightful  it  is  now,  in  a  time  of 
peace,  to  see  that  aristocracy  using  the  resources  which  God  has  given 
Ihem,  and  turning  the  very  comforts,  and  luxuries,  and  enjoyments  of 
their  own  habitations,  into  so  many  motives  for  seeking  to  remedy  and 
alleviate  the  evils  which  depress  the  lower  classes!     I  cannot  but  think 
that  this  is  not  only  a  truly  Christian,  but  a  most  patriotic  effort.     In 
the  midst  of  all  the  convulsions  of  the  nations — when  the  lower  classes 
mre  every  where  so  disposed  to  self-willedness  and  insubordination — ^te 
see  the  higher  classes  taking  this  deep  and  lively  interest  in  things 
which  so  immediately  concern  the  daily  comfort  of  their  humbler  brethren, 
innst,  I  think,  be  full  of  blessing,  as  it  regards  the  stability  and  security 
of  our  happiy  land.     It  is  also  a  most  Christian  object.     When  our 
Messed  Master  lived  on  earth,  he  said — "  The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the 
hMa  of  the  air  have  nests;  but  the  Son  of  Man  hath  not  where  to  lay 
Ilia  head."    And  really  many  of  the  poorer  classes  do  seem  representatives 
cf  oar  Lord  in  this  respect ;  for  in  our  towns,  and  even  in  our  country 
^ilkges,  they  often  have  hardly  a  hole  in  which  to  lay  their  heads.     I 
think,  thercdfore,  we  are  treading  in  the  very  steps  and  spirit  of  our 
Iiord,  when  we  seek  to  provide  for  their  being  put  upon  an  entirely 
Improved  system.     The  expansiveness  of  that  system,  too,  as  laid  before 
us  in  the  Report,  is  exceedingly  encouraging.     It  is  clear  that  it  is  not 
merely  adapted  to  large  cities  Hke  London,  or  like  our  great  manufacturing 
towns,  but  it  comes  home  to  our  country  villages.     I  know  by  experience^ 
the  very  inadequate  provision  made  in  our  agricultural  districts  for  the 
fiunilies  of  the  cottagers,  and  that  this  is  a  great  source  of  degradation 
nnd  immorality  among  the  lower  dasses.     There  cannot  be  that  purity 
mod  that  attention  to  moral  conduct,  which  is  unspeakably  important  and 
desirable  for  a  healthy  condition  of  the  mind  of  the  lower  orders  of 
soeiety.      But  this  system  is  not  expansive  only  as  regards  the  cities 
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and  Tillages  of  our  own  land;  it  is  delightful  to  see  that  a  thing  which 
was  begun  simplj  to  benefit  our  own  country,  is  spreading  over  tiie 
whole  world,  and  that  we  see  France,  Prussia,  the  United  States^  and 
the  other  countries  mentioned  in  the  Report,  adopting  the  plans  of  this 
Society.  I  think,  therefore,  we  only  want  patience  and  perseyeraoce  to 
accomplish  a  great  and  important  work.  It  began  as  a  work  of  faith,  as 
well  as  a  labour  of  love.  The  attempt  was  made  in  simple  dependenee 
on  the  promise  of  God,  by  fulfilling  a  plain  duty  of  caring  for  the  lower 
and  the  humbler  classes.  And  have  we  not  the  faithful  promise  of  out 
God  to  assure  us,  that  if  we  be  not  weary  in  well-doing,  we  shall  in  doe 
time  reap  an  abundant  reward?  And,  oh!  how  delightful  is  the  thoiq^ht 
to  a  benevolent  mind,  that  by  the  little  efibrts  we  are  making  in  meeting 
together  here,  or  in  committee,  or  in  giving  our  subscriptions,  we  are 
promoting  the  moral  and  spiritual  welfare  of  hundreds  and.  thousands 
of  the  most  afflicted  of  the  lower  classes  of  our  country.  I  view  the 
Society  in  connexion  with  the  great  religious  societies  of  this  land  aa 
filling  up  what  was  wanted  in  them.  It  was  the  characteristic  of  our 
Divine  Master,  that  His  works  of  mercy  to  the  poor  and  afflicted  spoke 
to  every  eye  and  ear,  the  glory,  the  love,  and  the  excellence  of  his 
chi&racter.  Those  who  could  not  enter  into  the  higher  and  dewier 
motives  of  love  and  anxiety  for  the  eternal  welfare  of  the  souls  of  aneii, 
could  yet  at  once  enter  into  those  works  of  love  in  which  he  fed  tlie 
hungry,  opened  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  made  the  lame  to  walk,  and  so  on. 
Now,  I  think,  by  taking  a  part  in  such  societies  as  this,  we  are  preparing 
the  way,  and  opening  the  door  for  access  to  far  higher  benefits  and 
blessings.     (Cheers.) 

Viscount  Castlkbbagh,  M.P.,  said, — I  have  great  pleasure  in  seconding 
the  resolution,  though  called  upon  at  so  short  a  notice.  I  feel  that  I  can 
say  nothing  which  would  enhance  the  value  of  this  Institution,  or  wbidl 
would  give  any  additional  illustration  to  the  effects  which  this  Socielj 
has  already  produced.  It  remains  with  yourselves  to  give  your  best 
efforts  in  order  to  encourage  the  objects  which  this  Society  has  in  view. 
Perhaps  there  is  no  roan  who  has  taken  greater  pains  and  tronhle  in 
promoting  those  oljects  than  our  noble  chairman.  It  is  for  yon  to 
second  his  Christian  efforts^  I  regret  extremely  that  we  do  not  see  a 
larger  assemblage  present  on  this  anniversary ;  but  I  hope  we  have  the  ' 
wishes  and  prayers  of  those  who  are  not  here.  And  may  I  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  it  is  not  only  by  contributions  of  money  that  the  interests  of 
the  Society  are  advanced;  but  it  is  by  looking  after  its  objects,  promoting 
them,  speaking  of  them,  and  explaining  them.  Everybody  may  thus  dO 
something.  It  is  not  the  man  who  comes  down  and  gives  his  201.,  and 
thinks  he  has  done  enough :  but  it  is  the  man  who  gives  his  IJL  and 
sends  another  man  to  give  another  II.,  and  who  endeavours  to  forward 
the  institution  in  every  way,  who  is  Uie  real  and  best  supporter  of  the 
Society.  I  am  sure  that  we  all  wish  most  heartily  that  this  Sodetf 
should  go  on  and  prosper.  We  are  happy,  too^  in  having  the  patreni^ 
of  the  first  person  in  the  realm  next  to  our  gracious  Sovereign.  And  it 
is  very  gratifying  to  think,  that  his  royal  highness  takes  so  much  interest 
in  the  Socie^s  welfare.    I  feel  that,  as  an  Irish  gentleman,  I  am  i 
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what  out  of  place  in  seconding  this  resolution.     I  wish  such  societies 
were  established  and  promoted  in  my  country,  in  the  same  way  as  this  is 
in  England.     True,  I  belong  to  a  more  favoured  part  of  the  country ; 
but  I  hope  that  such  a  society  may  be  established  in  the  north  of  Ireland; 
and  I  can  only  say,  that  if  it  has  a  fair  chance,  and  is  protected  by  the 
Host  High,  it  will  be  the  means  of  removing  much  of  the  evil  which  has 
afflicted  and  desolated  our  country.     I  assure  you  there  is  every  wish 
on  the  part  of  Irish  proprietors  to  do  what  they  can  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  those  who  labour  for  them.     But  it  is  not  for  you  to  judge, 
who  have  not  known  the  extent  to  which  it  has  pleased  God  to  visit 
many  parts  of  that  country.     You  are  not  in  a  position  to  know  how 
alow  improvement  must  be.     We  can  only  pray  to  God  to  give  us  the 
means  of  improving  the  labouring  classes  of  Ireland.     At  the  same  time 
we  can  take  an  example  from  England.     And  sure  I  am  that  Irishmen 
will  never  forget  the  kindness  which  Englishmen  showed  towards  their 
country  in  the  time  of  her  distress.     And  I  am  glad  even  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  opportunity '  to  testify  how  deeply  sensible  we  are  of  our 
obligations,  and  also,  for  myself,  to  show  how  anxious  I  am  to  promote 
the  objects  of  the  Society.     (Loud  cheers.) 
The  chairman  then  put  the  resolution,  which  was  carried  unanimously. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Cotton,  Provost  of  Worcester  College,  Oxford,  wlio  had 
been  requested  to  move  the  second  resolution,  said, — It  may  seem 
ungracious  to  your  lordship  to  combine  in  opposing  your  opinion, 
that  this  is  not  a  charitable  institution.      If  charity  dictates   sym- 
pathy  for  the  bodily,   the  domestic,   and  the   spiritual  evils,   which 
afflict   any  portion  of  the  human  race ;  if  charity  dictates  an  eager 
desire,  and  a  zealous  endeavour,  to  remove  those  evils ;  if  charity  dic- 
tate the  duty  of  procuring  the  blessings  of  health  of  body  and  of  soul, 
together  with  the  comforts  of  life,  for  our  fellow-crentures  ;  then  this  is, 
indeed,  a  charitable  institution — an  institution  which  may  promote  the 
ends  of  life  to  an  immense  extent,  and  in  a  vast  variety  of  directions. 
Tour  lordship  has  given  us  some  of  your  experience  of  the  wretchedness^ 
the  filth,  and  misery,  which  prevail  in  certain  portions  of  the  metropolis: 
my  experience  has  brought  me  to  notice  those  evils  in  agricultural 
districts.     I  have  had  much  occasion  to  witness  them,  and  have  been, 
in  some  small  degree,  instrumental  in  relieving  them.      Having  had 
under  my  care  the  property  attached  to  my  college,  I  have  had  many 
opportunities   of  visiting  the  estates  forming  that  property.      I  wifl 
mention  only  one  village,  in  which  I  found  thirty-seven  cottages  belong- 
ing to  us,  of  a  most  wretched  and  miserable  nature,  plainly  telling  us 
that  it  was  impossible,  or  next  to  impossible,  that  any  one  could  dweU  in 
tiiem  in  a  pure,  moral,  and  religious  state.     I  have  been  enabled  to 
reboild  and  renovate  these  cottages  in  such  a  manner,  that  those  who 
dwell  in  them  can  now  enjoy  many  of  those  comforts  from  which  they 
had  been  formerly  excluded,  and  they  are  now  enabled  to  perform  their 
leligious  duties  in  a  pn^er  and  suitable  manner.     It  must  oflen  have 
•truck  cleiigymen,  who  have  witnessed  such  hovels,  that  it  was  next  to 
impossible  for  the  inmates  to  engage  in  the  duties  of  private  prayer  and 
spiritual  communion.     The  minister  of  Christ  may  enter  such  cottages-*- 
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he  maj  bring  before  them  the  great  duty  of  private  and  domestic  prsfer, 
bat  he  is  appalled — ^he  is  stmck  back;  he  finds  that  he  cannot  urge  with 
anj  effect  his  admonitions,  when  he  witnesses  the  crowded  state,  the 
'filUij  and  miserable  condition  of  these  dwellings.     Now,  it  is  to  meet 
evils  of  this  nature,  that  this  Society  has  been  established.     And  we  in^ 
that,  true  to  its  object,  it  does  meet  evils  of  vast  variety  and  immense 
extent.     It  has  often  dwelt  upon  my  mind,  that  if  the  great  proprietors 
of  land  were  to  set  about  reforming  the  condition  of  the  dwellings  of  Ae 
poor,  they  would  be  conferring  a  most  incalculable  blessing  upon  tfais 
country.     I  may  mention  for  the  sake  of  a  suggestion,  respecting  the 
manner  in  which  this  would  operate,  and  in  which  it  has  begun  to  operate  oft 
an  estate  committed  to  my  care,  that,  by  first  furnishing  decent  and  comfioft- 
able  habitations  to  the  poor,  and  then  by  placing  them  upon  short  tennreo  ' 
a  plan  which  I  have  adopted — wherein  the  poor  sign  an  agreement  to  hold 
the  cottage,  so  as  to  be  removable  in  the  space  of  one  month,  at  the  same 
time  delivering  to  them  a  printed  statement,  in  which  they  are  warned,  thait 
if  they  are  found  harbouring  in  their  cottages  any  one  leading  a  vidoos  er 
immoral  life,  or  crowding  their  habitations  with  additional  lodgers,  cwr  in  aorf 
way  rendering  them  contrary  to  their  original  intention — a  habitation  whete 
morality,  religion,  and  decency  should  flourish — they  should  be  ejected. 
I  conceive,  that  by  such  measures  much  evil  might  be  removed.     The  p«* 
rents  would  then  be  more  careful  in  restraining  their  sons  and  daughters^ 
and  in  selecting  their  friends  and  associates.     But  if  the  condition  of  the 
agricultural  labourer  be  bad,  what  must  be  that  of  the  London  artizan?— ^ 
what  the  condition  of  these  who  dwell  in  the  narrow  streets  and  laiieS 
of  this  and  the  other  great  cities  of  the  empire?     Who  can  form  a 
conception  of  the  almost  appalling  evils  which  degrade  and  depress  this 
portion  of  the  community?     On  the  other  hand,  what  a  vast  amount  rf 
good  must  accrue  to  these  poor  people  by  being  put  in  possession  of 
habitations,  such  as  it  is  the  object  of  this  Society  to  provide!     It  cannot 
but  elevate  the  general  tone  of  character  among  them.     It  cannot  but 
relieve  them  from  that  depressed  and  dispirited  state  which  they  most 
feel,  when  they  see  themselves  surrounded  by  so  much  misery  and  fiMi  ; 
for  it  opens  to  them  the  possibility  of  being  decent  and  respectable 
members  of  society,  and  of  living  moral,  virtuous,  and  religious  lives.     I 
conceive  it  to  be  one  of  the  great  institutions  of  Almighty  God,  that 
man  should  live  in  families,  and  that  such  families  should  be  a  grand 
system  of  training  for  heaven.     I  have  often  contemplated  that  subjeot 
I  have  of\en  thought  of  mankind  arranged  in  domiciliary  habitations, 
connected  by  ties  of  blood,  and  placed  in  that  situation  in  which  thej 
might  be  enabled  to  prosecute  all  the  endearing  duties  of  family  life—^ 
might  together  offer  up  their  prayers  and  praises  to  Heaven — together 
engage  in  religious  studies.     And  we  find  that  where  there  is  indeed  a 
Christian  family — a  family  influenced  by  the  blessed  Spirit  of  Qod-^ 
there  is  also  found  a  united  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  doviestic 
prayer,  and  an  attention  to  those  duties  which  constitute  the  charm,  and 
tend  to  promote  the  well-being,  of  society.     The  Holy  Spirit  fashions 
their  hearts  to  love,  and  that  love  is  exercised  one  toward  another  In 
the  least  as  well  as  in  the  greatest  concerns,  thus  giving  a  foretaste, 
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here  on  earth,  of  that  happy  land  where  love  reigns  through  all  eternity, 
(Cheers.) 

Dr.  SouTHWooD  Smith  said, — My  Lord,  after  the  excellent  Report  just 
read,  and  the  animating  speeches  to  which  we  have  listened,  I  cannot 
content  myself  with  merely  seconding  this  resolution ;  and  yet  I  do  not 
know  what  words  to  use  in  order  to  express  to  you  my  sense  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  object  you  have  met  to  promote.     The  slightest  thought 
moat  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  every  one  that  that  object  must  be  of  some 
importance;  but  some  consideration,  perhaps,  is  necessary  in  order  to 
understand  its  real  magnitude  and  relations.     For  myself,  I  must  own 
that  I  had  no  conception  of  its  true  place  among  the  objects  to  which  the 
wise  and  good  may  dedicate  their  lives.     I  had  no  conception  of  it  until 
I  went  myself  among  the  classes  in  question;  until  I  saw  them  in  their 
houses — if  they  could  be  called  by  such  a  name — and  then  saw  them  in 
dwellings  such  as  it  is  your  object  to  provide.     I  always  believed  that  the 
houses  of  the  poor  exercised  upon  their  lives  a  moral  as  well  as  a  physical 
faflaence,  but  of  the  extent  of  that  influence  I  had  no  knowledge  until  I 
nw  them  removed  Irom  those  dens  of  filth,  and  placed  in  habitations  which 
it  is  no  abuse  of  the  term  to  call  houses — in  houses  capable  of  being  con- 
fcrted  into  homes.  Then  it  was  that  I  saw  the  true  nature  and  the  full  mag^ 
nhnde  of  the  good  that  was  done  after  a  few  months'  residence  in  these 
lopcrior  dwellings.     I  observed  a  complete  change  in  the  appearance  and 
diartcter  of  the  residents — a  change  not  merely  in  bodily  health,  but  in  m 
higher  state — in  a  moral  and  intellectual  point  of  view.     An  instance  of 
tkis  came  under  my  notice,  and  made  a  deep  impression  upon  my  mind. 
1%  was  that  of  a  family,  not  of  the  poorest  or  least  cultivated  class,  but 
belonging  to  the  class  of  skilled  labourers.    The  man  was  intelligent,  veij 
Indnstrious,  and  had  always  maintained  his  family  in  comfort:  misfortune 
befel  him,  and  he,  together  with  his  family,  were  obliged  to  leave  their 
coaifortable  house.     They  were  driven  into  a  bade  street — into  a  filthy 
and  dose  court  in  that  back  street.     They  went  into  one  of  the  so-called 
houses  of  that  court.     What  was  the  consequence?     The  words  of  the 
wife    to    me   were  these: — "  We  felt  the   bitterest  part    of  poverty 
to  be,  the  wretched  house  in  which  we  were  doomed  to  live.   My  husband 
had  been  fond  of  reading,  but  he  never  opened  a  book  after  he  entered 
that  house.     He  lost  all  power  to  work.     I  thought  our  ruin  was  then 
complete,  for  his  very  mind  seemed  to  be  gone.     He  could  no  longer 
design,  (his  trade  being  that  of  a  paper-designer,)  and  I  saw  nothing  but 
nun  before  us.     He  chanced  to  hear  of  these  buildings.     We  came  to 
lee  them;  new  hope  sprang  up  in  our  hearts.     We  have  now  been  here 
iiz  months.     The  day  we  entered  these  rooms  my  husband  became  a  new 
heing;  he  b^an  to  read;  he  began  to  design;  he  set  to  work;  our  pro- 
Mperity  returned;  we  are  now  perfectly  well  off,  for  my  husband  has 
cliteined  a  situation  of  confidence  and  trust  in  a  large  establishment,  and 
I  have  not  been  so  happy  for  many  years.**     Is  this  a  solitary  instance? 
I  Mppeal  to  your  lordship — ^I  appeal  to  every  one  here,  whether  this  can 
be  a  solitary  history,  save  only  in  the  good  fortune  of  its  end.    Is  not  that 
Utte  of  depression,  that  mental  aberration  which  I  have  described,  the 
faievitable  result  of  living  in  such  places?     I  have  given  you  an  instance 
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of  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  as  the  result  of  residence  in  a  better 
class  of  houses.  This  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  is  sure  to  come; 
but  it  is  not  the  first  in  order.  Physical  improvement  comes  first;  and 
that  improvement  is  great  beyond  belief.  I  mean,  that  it  is  greater  than 
any  one  could  have  had  a  right  to  expect  before  experience  of  it.  I  shall 
now  give  you  the  result  of  a  kindred  institution — one  whose  object  is  pre- 
cisely the  same,  and  carried  out  by  very  much  the  same  means  as  ibis 
Society  employs.  The  facts  I  am  about  to  state  have  come  within  my  own 
knowledge;  I  have  examined  them,  and  carefully  worked  out  the  results. 
The  institution  to  which  I  allude  is  the  Metropolitan  Building  Association. 
I  speak  of  the  experience  of  its  first  year.  There  have  been  in  the  St. 
Pancras  houses,  built  by  that  institution,  eight  hundred  souls.  The  whole 
inortality  within  their  walls  has  been  exactly  one-half  of  that  of  the 
metropolis  generally.  But  out  of  these  eight  hundred  souls,  five  hundred 
have  been  children — by  far  the  greater  number  of  them  under  ^\e  years 
of  age.  The  test  of  the  influence  of  a  bad  atmosphere  is  on  infant  life. 
Now  what  has  been  the  mortality  amongst  infants  in  this  establishment? 
Why,  it  has  been  eight  times  less  tlian  that  of  the  metropolis  generallj, 
and  as  compared  with  the  most  unhealthy  districts  of  the  metropolis,  it 
has  been  ten  times  less.  There  has  been  no  case  of  typhus  fever  in  that 
institution  since  its  establishment.  There  has  been  no  case  of  cholera* 
The  seats  of  typhus  and  of  cholera  are  the  same.  The  conditions  on  which 
they  flourish  are  filth  and  overcrowding.  Cleanliness  and  the  preven- 
tion of  overcrowding  are  the  necessary  results  of  such  houses  as  it  is  jont 
object  to  provide.  Hence,  too,  is  the  prevention  of  suffering,  and  of  the 
sacrifice  of  life.  I  did  expect  that  great  good  would  result  from  providing 
the  poor  with  better  residences;  but  such  an  amount  of  good  as  I  have  stated 
to  be  the  actual  result  of  experience,  I  did  not  expect;  and  no  one  conld 
have  expected  it.  I  say,  then,  that  this  is  most  encouraging.  You  are 
in  the  right  track.  Whatever  your  ultimate  object  may  be — however 
well  disposed  you  may  be  to  engage  in  the  physical  improvement  of  the 
people — however  you  may  desire — however  you  may  resolve  to  use  your 
best  exertions  to  improve  their  intellectual,  their  moral,  and  their  religious 
state,  you  must  begin  here.  This  is  the  foundation  stone.  Thank  God, 
we  have  laid  that  stone;  and  by  the  blessing  of  God,  if  we  persevere  in 
our  efforts — if  do  we  not  faint  in  our  undertaking,  we  shall  see  a  glorious 
structure  arise.     (Loud  cheers.) 

The  resolution  passed  unanimously. 

Mr.  Newdegatk,  M.P.,  who  moved  the  third  resolution,  said,»- 
I  fear  I  can  add  but  little  to  the  claims  of  the  Society;  but  perhaps  I 
may  be  permitted  to  assign,  in  a  few  words,  the  reasons  which  impelled 
nie  to  join  this  Society.  Finding  myself  likely  to  be  a  resident  in 
London,  owing  to  professional  engagements,  I  did  not  like  to  be  totally 
disconnected  with  the  various  charitable  societies  in  this  metropolis;  I 
therefore  took  the  advice  of  a  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Seeley,  as  to  what  I 
should  do;  and  at  his  recommendation  I  joined  this  Society.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  there  is  no  Society  founded  upon  principles  so  adapted  and  so 
requisite  for  the  necessities  of  the  times  as  this  Society.  The  course  pur- 
sued by  legislation  is  to  leave  almost  everything  to  private  enterprise;  and 
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this  Society  points  out  a  means  by  which  private  enterprise  may  embank 
capital  for  charitable  purposes,  not  to  a  loss,  but  in  a  manner  which  pro- 
Tides  for  a  profitable  return.     At  the  same  time,  it  accomplishes  the  first 
objects  of  benevolence.     No  one  can  look  around  and  see  the  palaces  with 
which  this  end  of  the  town  is  crowded  and  decorated,  without  feeling  that 
as  this  luxury  increases  it  must  displace  the  poor — without  feeling  that 
as  the  houses  of  the  great  extend  themselves,  the  houses  of  the  poor  recede. 
And  remember  this — it  is  a  heavy  burden  upon  the  poor  man  if  he  has 
far  to  reach  his  labour.     With  regard  to  the  subject  of  this  resolution,  I 
have  seen  the  advantage  which  this  Society  has  conferred  upon  the  Country 
by  the  information  which  it  disseminates.   I  have  known — at  this  moment 
I  am  happy  to  say,  I  have  applications  from  two  large  propnetors,  one 
in  Ireland,  and  one  in  England,  for  the  plans  and  systems  of  this  Society. 
They  wish,  they  say,  to  follow  out  the  benevolent  intentions  upon  which 
it  is  founded.     I  have  myself  seen  the  degraded  condition  of  the  working 
classes.     I  have  noticed  that  they  learn  to  respect  themselves  when  they 
find  their  condition  improved.     A  man  must  be  made  to  respect  himself 
or  he  will  respect  no  one  else.     With  regard  to  allotment  gardens,  I  can 
bear  evidence  of  the  advantages  which  they  confer,  and  principally  upon 
a  mining  or  manufacturing  population.     For  the  nature  of  their  employ- 
ment is  irregular.     We  see  a  labourer  either  not  employed  all  the  hours 
of  the  day,  or  not  employed  all  the  days  of  the  week.     Give  him  an  allot- 
ment, and  you  find  him  profitable  employment,  which  from  its  nature  tends 
to  raise  him  in  his  intellectual  and  moral  capacity.     I  have  often  heard 
it  said  that  "  property  has  its  duties  as  well  as  its  rights."     I  acknowledge 
the  truth  of  that  assertion;  but  I  hope  that  the  teaching  of  this  Society 
will  show  that  it  is  not  only  one  species  of  property  which  has  those 
duties  and  rights,  but  tliat  capital  has  its  duties  as  well  as  its  rights.     I 
do  trust,  that  the  endeavours  of  this  Society  will  meet  the  necessities  of 
the  various  classes  of  the  population  whom  it  is  desirable  to  benefit,  and 
that  its  efforts  may  be  seconded  by  the  wealthy,  whose  property  is  not  so 
invested  as  to  bring  those  duties  more  obviously  before  them.     For, 
depend  upon  this,  unless  the  homes  of  the  poor  are  happy,  the  residences 
of  the  wealthy  are  not  safe.     I  rejoice  to  see  so  many  ladies  present,  aid- 
ing this  good  cause  of  making  the  poor  man's  home  happy.     The  ladies 
of  England  are  the  real  homes  of  England.     It  is  their  province,  over 
"Which  they  are  the  presiding  genius.     A  kindly  word  may  do  much  when 
spoken  by  tliose  also,  who,  in  the  active  pursuits  of  public  or  private  life, 
are  too  apt  to  forget  the  duties  they  owe  to  their  poorer  neighbours.     In 
conclusion,  I  beg  merely  to  say,  that  I  think  the  establishment  and  suc- 
cesses of  this  Society  embody  three  great  principles — viz.,  that  as  the 
energies  of  the  labouring  population  are  our  strength,  as  their  labour  is 
our  real  wealth,  so  their  comfort  and  goodwill  are  the  real  safety  of 
•ociety.     (Loud  cheers.) 

Viscount  Brackley,  M.P.,  briefly  seconded  the  resolution,  cordially 
approving  of  the  objects  of  the  Society. 
The  Rev.  J.  S.  Howson  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman. 
Major  Little  seconded   the  motion,  which  was  carried  by  accla- 
mation. 
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The  noble  Chairman,  in  returning  thanks,  said: — ^Ladies  and  Gentle- 
men: It  would  have  given  me  very  great  pleasure  if  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  committee  had  also  been  associated  with  mine.  For  unless  I  were 
seconded  hy  the  efforts  of  those  who  serve  upon  your  committee,  my  poor 
labours  would  be  of  but  little  avail.  However,  I  shall  take  the  vote  to 
myself  as  the  party  representing  the  committee.  I  only  wish  to  say,  that 
I  have  been  somewhat  misunderstood  in  the  use  of  the  term  which  I  have 
applied  to  this  institution.  I  meant  that  it  was  not  an  alms-giving  insti- 
tution. Perhaps  I  ought  to  have  said  that  it  was  not  an  eleemosynary 
institution.  That  it  is  practically  a  charitable  institution  few  will  be 
found  to  deny.  Neither  can  it  be  questioned  but  that  those  who  have 
contributed  towards  the  objects  of  the  Society  have  been  governed  by  a 
very  large  spirit  of  Christian  charity.  I  trust,  that  when  we  next  meet» 
we  may  have  very  great  triumphs  to  record  over  the  mischief  the  sixi^ 
and  the  danger  which  besets  this  vast  metropolis. 
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BESOLUTIONS  at  the  Fifth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  SociETy, 
The  Lord  Ashxey,  M.P.,  in  the  chair. 

Moved  bj  the  Rev.  E.  Bickebsteth,  and  seconded  by  Viscount 
Castlereaoh,  M.P. 

That  the  Report  now  read  be  received  and  circulated  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee ;  and  that  this  meeting  is  gratified  to  find 
that  the  objects  of  the  Society  are  so  generally  appreciated  throughout 
the  country. 

II. 

Moved  by  the  Rev  Dr.  Cotton,  Provost  of  Worcester  College,  Ox- 
ford, and  seconded  by  Southwood  Smith,  Esq.,  M.D. 

That  the  present  most  defective  state  of  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring 
classes  is  one  of  the  chief  obstacles  to  their  moral  and  social  amelioration; 
consequently,  that  this  Society  is  called  upon  by  considerations,  affecting 
not  only  the  health  and  physical  comfort,  but  also  the  highest  and  best 
interests  of  those  classes,  to  persevere  in  its  efforts  for  the  improvement 
of  their  domiciliary  condition,  and  desires,  at  the  same  time,  to  acknow 
ledge,  with  unfeigned  thankfulness  to  Almighty  God,  the  measure  of  suc- 
cess which  has  hitherto  attended  its  operations  in  that  department. 

III. 

Moved  by  C.  N.  Newdegate,  Esq.  M.P.,  and  seconded  by  Viscount 
Brack  LBV,  M.P. 

That  this  meeting  decidedly  approves  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  Society 
to  improve  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes  by  erecting  buildings  as 
Models  suitable  for  a  town  population,  and  by  circulating  plans  of  cot" 
tages  adapted  for  country  labourers;  also  of  its  continued  exertions  to  dis- 
seminate the  advantages  of  the  field  garden  or  allotment  system;  and  that 
the  following  gentlemen  be  the  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year,  with 
power  to  fill  up  vacancies — viz., 

Committee: — 
The  Lord  Ashley,  M.P.,  Chairman. 


The  Rev.  Edward  Auriol. 
Henry  Blanshard,  Esq. 
John  Bridges,  Esq. 
The  Rev.  S.  R.  Catley. 
Lord  Alfred  Churchill. 
E.  H.  Fitzherbert,  Esq. 
Alexander  Gordon,  Esq. 
William  Gregson,  Esq. 
Edward  P,  Hathaway,  Esq. 
The  Rev.  E.  Hollond. 
William  Long,  Esq. 
Mi^or  Little. 


Charles  A.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.P, 

The  Rev.  H.  O'Neile. 

J.  Dean  Paul,  Esq. 

Henry  Roberts,  Esq.,  F.S.A. 

Philip  Rose,  Esq. 

Robert  B.  Seeley,  Esq. 

M.  T.  Spencer,  Esq. 

John  Sperling,  Esq. 

J.  M.  Strachan,  Esq. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Tate- 

T.  Twining,  Jun.,  Esq. 

F.  L.  Wollaston,  Esq. 


IV. 


Moved  by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Howson,  and  seconded  by  Majoe  Little, 
That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  presented  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 

Ashley  for  his  kindness  in  presiding  on  the  present  occasion,  and  for  the 

Valuable  services  he  has  rendered  to  this  Society. 


General  Statement  of  the  Cash  Account^  fn 


Dr. 


1848. 


To  Balance  brought  from  the  last  Annual  Statement 

To  Annual  Subscriptions 

To  General  Donations 

To  Collections  at  the  Public  Meeting  .         . 

To  Magazines,  and  other  Tracts,  sold  . 

To  Plans,  with  Specifications,  and  Estimates,  sold 

To  Donations  to  the  Streatham-street  Model  Family-houses 

To  Cash  received  for  Materials  of  Old  Houses  pulled  down 

To  George-street  Model  liodging-house  Rents  received 

To  Charles-street  Model  Lodging-house  Rents  received 

To  King-street  Model  Lodging-house  Rents  received    . 

To  Model  Buildings,  Bagnigge-wells,  Rents  received    .. 

To  Allotments  of  Land  Rents  received  of  Tenants — viz. : 

Talworth,  Surrey     .         .        .        .        £4  11 
Chatham,  Kent 
TVillesden,  Middlesex 
West  Mailing,  Kent 
Cholesbury,  Buckinghamshire 
Winchmore-hill,  Middlesex 


34  11 

2  11 

39    0 

17     9 

8    0 


0 
6 
0 
0 
6 
0 


£  $.  d. 
839  19  2 
288    0    6 


44 
4 

11     8 
4 


94 

4145  2 

35  0 

392  9 

272  8    8 

79  2    O 

254  13    O 


1  0 

2  6 
0 
9 
0 
0 
6 


106;  3   0 


£6566  14    1 


N.B. — The  Committee  having  determined  on  closing  their  financial  year  for  tk0 
future  on  the  31st  of  December,  the  iabove  account  comprises,  therefore,  only  eigi^ 
instead  of  twelve  months. 


AeWth  April  to  Slst  December,  1848. 


Cr. 

1848  to  1849: 

Bj  Excheqner  Bills  in  the  Banker's  hands 

B7  Loans  to  the  Society,  repaid  to  Thomas  Twining,  jun.,  Esq.     . 

By  Streatham-street  Model  Family-houses,  payments  on  account 
of  Site,  for  unexpired  Leases,  &c. 

By  Church  of  England  Building  and  Livestment  Society,  Monthly 
Payments,  on  account  of  Loan  on  George-street  House  . 

By  Greorge-street  Lodging-house,  paid  for  sundry  Fixtures  and 
Furniture 

By  Greorge-street  Lodging-house,  Weekly  Expenses,  Taxes,  &c.    . 

By  Cfaarlea-street        ditto  ditto        .... 

ByKng-street  ditto  ditto        .         .         .         . 

By  Model  Buildings,  Bagnigge  Wells,  for  Rates,  Taxes,  and  Repairs 

Bj  Allotments  of  Land,  paid  for  Rents,  Taxes,  and  Sundry  other 
charges — ^vis  : 

Talworth,  Surrey  .        .        .       11  16     6 

Chatham,  Kent 37  17     5 

West  Mailing,  Kent  .  .  .  .  1  15  3 
Cholesbury,  Bucks  .  .  .  .  6  18  0 
Winchmore  Hill,  Middlesex  .  .  10  0 
Tunbridg^  Wells,  Kent  .  .  .  5  0  0 
Leominster,  Hereford  •  •  •  3  0  0 
Little  Stanmore,  Middlesex  .  .  14  12  0 
Yetminster,  Dorset  .  .  .  .  30  10  1 1 
Rushet  Waste,  Surrey        .         .         .        0     7     6 

By  Literest  Account,  paid  on  Mortgages,  Loans,  &c.     . 

By  Printing,  Lithographing,  &c.  .         •         •         • 

By  Plans,  paid  for  calculating  Estimates  of  Quantities  . 

By  Advertisements  in  Newspapers,  &c 

By  Bent  of  Committee-room  and  Office 

BySakries 

By  Travelling  Expenses  paid  the  Allotment  Agent 

Bjr  Expenses  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  fitting  up  Room  at  Free- 
masons' Hall,  Dinner  to  the  Tenants,  &c.,  &c.         •        .         • 

By  Liddentals,  Office  Furniture,  Postage  Stamps,  Stationery,  Mes- 
sengers, &c. 

By  Petty  Expenses 

By  Balance 


£     $.  d. 

2983  10  5 

300    0  0 

403  15  3 

263     4  0 

64     3  5 

207     8  0 

130  15  6 

47    2  7 

64  18  10 


112  17  7 

103  18  2 

245     8  2 

30    9  0 

311   17  0 

20    0  0 

413    0  0 


98  6  1 

93  0  1 

78  14  7 

21  18  9 

572  6  8 

£6066  14  1 


— ^  and  found  a  Balance  in  favour  of  the  Society,  of 
'▼e  hmdred  and  seventy-two  pounds  six  shillings  and 
•t^t-pencc. 

R.  M.  Bates,    1 

Jambs  Lord,     >  Auditors. 

Fred.  Samdoz,  1 
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THE  MODEL  HOUSES  FOB  FAMILXB8  IK  STBEATHAM  STBEET,  BLOOMSBUBT. 

The  Society  having  completed  several  examples  of  improved  dwellings 
for  the  labouring  classes — viz.,  the  Model  Buildings  near  Bagnigge  Wdls, 
for  twenty-three  families  and  thirty  aged  women,  and  the  Model  Lodging 
House  in  George  Street,  St.  GileVs,  for  104  unmarried  working  men; 
and  having  also  established  a  Renovated  Lodging  House,  for  eighty-two 
single  men,  in  Cluurles  Street,  Drury  Lane,  and  more  recently  a  Model 
Lodging  House  for  fifty- nine  single  women  in  Hatton  Garden, — the  only 
model  in  reference  to  town  dwellings  which  remains  for  the  committee  to 
exhibit,  is  that  now  commenced — viz.,  a  building  to  accommodate  a  large 
number  of  families,  on  a  plan  adapted  to  situations  where  the  value  of 
ground  renders  it  necessary  to  occupy  but  a  limited  area. 

This  must  be  considered  the  most  important  of  the  Society's  undertak- 
ings; to  it  the  experience  and  scientific  skill  of  their  Honorary  Architect 
have  been  unremittingly  devoted,  with  a  view  to  combine  ever3rthing 
worthy  of  imitation  in  such  a  building,  and  it  is  matter  for  congratulatkm 
that  a  very  eligible  site  on  the  estate  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  between 
New  Oxford  Street  and  Great  Russell  Street,  near  to  the  Lodging  House 
in  George  Street,  and  sufficient  to  accommodate  forty-eight  families,  has 
been  liberally  granted  to  the  Society,  on  lease  for  ninety-nine  years,  al  a 
rent  of  £50  per  annum. 

Were  it  necessary  to  point  out  the  magnitude  and  wide  extent  of  the 
evils  tliat  arise  from  the  existing  state  of  the  dwellings  in  which  a  great 
majority  of  the  families  of  the  labouring  classes  are  lodged,  as  well  in  the 
metropolis  as  in  the  provincial  towns,  the  most  conclusive  evidence  might 
be  adduced,  to  prove,  that  not  only  are  those  dwellings  ill  arranged  and 
frightfully  overcrowded,  without  regard  to  the  due  separation  of  the  sexes. 
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Irot  that  in  most  cases  thej  are  also  utterly  devoid  of  proper  ventilation, 
efficient  drainage,  and  a  good  supply  of  water,  whilst  the  amount  of  rent 
paid  fully  justifies  a  claim  for  these  essential  requisites.  Nor  is  it  in  a 
physical  point  of  view  alone  that  the  subject  must  be  r^arded  as  one  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  .well-being  of  ^e  labouring  classes;  for,  as 
it  has  been  well  expressed  by  Dr.  South  wood.  Smith,  "  a  clean,  fresh,  and 
well-ordered  house  exercis^  over  its  inmates  a  moral  no  less  than  a 
pliysieal  influence;  and  has  a  direct  tendency  to  make  the  members  of  the 
findilj  sober/ peaceable,  and  considerate  for  the  feelings  and  happiness  of 
.each  Gthi^;  nor  is  it  difficult  to  trace  a  connexion  between  habitual  feel- 
ings of  this  sort  and  the  formation  of  habits  of  respect  for  property,  for 
the  laws  in  general,  and  even  for  those  higher  duties  and  obligations,  th^ 
oiwervance  of  which  no  laws  can  enforce/' 

Deeply  impressed  with  these  views,  and  encouraged  by  the  recollection 
ttat  to  the  labours  of  a  single  individual,  the  illustrious  Howard,  may  be 
traced  the  removal  from  our  prisons  of  evils  similar  in  character,  though 
awire  concentrated  and  intense  in  degree,  the  committee  cannot  but  hope 
that  the  models  they  present  to  the  notice  of  the  public  will  so  far  recom- 
mend themselves  to  imitation  as  greatly  to  promote  the  much  needed 
reform  in  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes. 

In  undertaking  to  provide  in  one  pile  of  building  for  the  accommoda- 
.ion  of  a  large  number  of  families,  amongst  the  most  important  considera- 
Jons  has  been  that  of  preserving  the  domestic  privacy  and  independence 
of  each  distinct  family,  and  so  disconnecting  their  apartments  as  effectually 
to  prevent  the  communication  of  contagious  diseases;  this,  it  will  be  seen, 
on  a  reference  to  the  plan,  is  accomplished  by  dispensing  altogether  with 
separate  staircases,  and  other  internal  communications  between  the  diffe- 
rent stories,  and  by  adopting  one  common  open  staircase  leading  into 
galleries  or  corridors,  open  on  one  side  to  a  spacious  quadrangle,  and  on 
the  other  side  having  the  outer  doors  of  the  several  tenements,  the  rooms 
of  which  are  protected  from  draught  by  a  small  entrance  lobby.  The 
galleries  are  supported  next  the  quadrangle  by  a  series  of  arcades,  each 
embracing  two  stories  in  height,  and  the  slate  floors  of  the  intermediate 
galleries  rest  on  iron  beams,  which  also  carry  the  enclosure  railing.  The 
tenements  being  thus  rendered  separate  dwellings,  and  having  fewer  than 
seven  windows  in  each,  it  is  confidently  submitted  are  not  liable  to  the 
window -tax. 

The  nature  of  the  foundation  rendering  excavation  to  a  considerable 
depth  indispensable,  a  basement  story  has  been  formed,  with  a  range  of 
well-lighted  and  ventilated  workshops;  these  will  doubtless  prove  a  great 
convenience  to  some  of  the  tenants,  as  will  also  the  wash-house  and  bath 
provided  for  their  common  use,  under  the  control  of  the  superintendent  or 
keeper,  for  whom  an  office  is  placed  near  the  public  entrance. 

The  question  of  rendering  the  building  fire-proof  has  had  much  con- 
sideration, and  the  plan  finaUy  adopted  will  secure  this  important  object, 
as  well  as  prevent  the  communication  of  sound,  and  all  percolation  of 
water  between  the  several  floors.  With  peculiar  satisfaction  it  may  be 
stated,  that  the  extra  cost  of  the  ^re-jwoo/*  construction,  beyond  that  with 
the  ordinary  combustible  floors  and  roof,  does  not  amount  to  one  per  cent, 
on  the  contract  for  the  entire  pile  of  building,  which  is  7370/. 
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The  plans,  ahown  on  the  preceding  pages*  fully  describe  tibe  general 
arrangement  of  the  seyeral  floors;  and  that  below  shows,  on  a  larger  acals^ 
one  tenement  or  set  of  apartments,  with  their  i^ppropriate  fittings  wfaieh 
comprise  all  the  oonTeniences  requisite  for  a  well-ordered  fiunilj,  and  m 
a  sapplementaiy  addition  to  the  bed-rooms  is  made  provisioii  for  an 
enclosed  bed  in  the  closet  out  of  the  living-room. 

The  income  derived  firom  this  building  will,  it  is  coofidentlj  believed^ 
at  very  moderate  rates  of  charge,  yield  a  sufficient  remuneration  oa  tfe 
outli^,  a  point  quite  essential  to  the  success  of  a  model  intended  for  general 
adoption;  the  revenue,  after  the  gradual  payment  of  the  amount  bonowad 
for  completing  the  building,  will  be  devoted  to  carrying  on  the 
objects  of  the  Society. 

Committee  Room,  21,  Exeter  Hall,  July,  1849. 
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SANITABY  REMONSTRANCE. 

[In  oonfirfliation  of  the  remarks  made  by  Lord  Ashley  in  his  introdactoiy 
qpeechy  and  of  the  statement  in  the  foregoing  prospectus  of  the  Modd 
Houses  for  Families,  as  to  the  wretched  and  awfully  degraded  conditicm 
of  a  low  but  large  portion  of  the  labouring  classes  in  the  metropolis,  the 
Committee  invite  attention  to  the  following  extract  from  The  Time$  of 
Monday,  9th  July  last,  relative  to  two  streets  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  Greorge-street  Lodging  House,  and  of  the  Model  Houses  iai 
Families,  now  building  in  Streatham-street,  the  correctness  of  which  has 
been  attested  by  the  personal  observation  of  several  members  of  the 
Committee.] 

It  is  but  seldom  that  the  public  attention  is  called  to  the  misery  and  disease 
Ihat  exist  in  the  metropolu,  except  through  the  medium  of  police  reports, 
inquests,  the  returns  of  sanitary  commissioners  and  medical  officers,  and  these 
even  convey  but  a  slight  idea  or  the  horrors  that  really  prevail.  The  subjoined 
description  may  convey  some  notion  of  the  incredible  misery,  destitution,  and 
filtibi  that  often  prevails  near  the  proudest  localities  in  this  great  city : — 

On  Thursday  last,  a  rather  cunous  letter,  or  remonstrance,  addressed  to  the 
editor  of  The  Times,  was  laid  before  the  pubKc,  complaining  of  the  miserable 
state  of  two  streets,  called  Church-street  and  Carrier-street,  which  are  situate 
on  the  extreme  verge  of  St.  Giles's,  and  within  twenty  yards  of  the  handsome 
buildings  recently  erected  in  New  Oxford-street.  It  would  be  neither  desir- 
able nor  safe  to  prosecute  any  inquiries  in  this  locality  alone  and  unaided,  the 
ii^bitants  being  of  the  very  lowest  order — ^perhaps  a  degree  more  respectable 
on  one  side  of  the  street  than  on  the  other — and  our  reporter,  having  secured 
the  assistance  of  a  police-sergeant  well  acquainted  with  the  street,  and  with 
many  of  the  ui^ortunatc  residents,  went  from  room  to  room,  and  from  house 
to  house, — not  to  witness  an  endless  repetition  of  filth  and  degradation,  but  in 
each  house  to  see  some  additional  wretchedness,  or  at  least,  an  aggravation  of 
former  scenes. 

The  street  itself  is  about  fifteen  feet  wide,  very  ill-paved,  and  containing 
ruinous  houses,  having  generally  five  rooms,  but  sometimes  more.  These 
louses  are  let  by  the  owners  to  men  and  women,  who  again  let  out  the  rooms 
Jincly  and  by  twos,  and  these  rooms  are  again  sublet  by  the  occupants. 

&  the  house,  No.  3,  Church-street,  there  are  five  rooms,  which  are  let  and 
sublet  as  before  mentioned.  The  number  of  its  inhabitants  varies  each  night, 
^nie  landlord  or  occupier  of  the  ground-floor  stated  the  average  in  summer  to 
be  thirty,  but  much  more  in  winter.  There  are  no  drains,  and  mere  is  no  privy, 
lStk&  door  leading  to  the  space  dignified  with  the  name  of  a  yard  having  been 
lodEed,  to  make  room  for  the  "  improvements."  The  inmates  of  this  and  the 
two  adjoining  houses  go  to  a  shop  at  the  comer  of  the  street,  at  which  shop 
tiiey  sometimes  leave  the  rent.  The  stairs  are  so  incrusted  with  dirt  that 
weeds  mieht  grow  upon  them,  and  are  also  so  dilapidated,  as  to  make  it  a 
matter  of  risk  to  ascend  them.  The  rooms  vary  from  six  to  seven  feet  in 
height.  It  is  scarcely  possible  for  them  to  be  dirtier,  and  the  atmosphere  is 
miendurable.  The  mtn  and  offal  are  thrown  into  the  street  or  court,  from 
which  it  is  swept  by  a  man  who  is  engaged  for  the  purpose.  All  \h.e  inmates 
j<Hned  in  condemning  the  atmosphere  as  "  enough  to  poison  anybody,"  and  in 
a  hearty  wish  that  something  might  be  done  to  alleviate  their  sufferings  from 
tins  cause.  Any  inquiry  as  to  the  existence  of  fever  was  met  by  the  reply, 
**  Oh,  they  are  all  taken  to  the  hospital ;"  but  the  mephitic  air  was  often  too 
sudden  in  its  action  to  allow  of  these  cases  being  taken  in  time,  as  will  here- 
after be  seen. 
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The  house  Xo.  6  also  contains  fire  rooms,  in  a  similar  state  of  filUi  toikote 
of  No.  3.  Two  of  these  rooms  project  orer  the  back  yard,  where  there  la,  or 
was,  a  very  good  prirj,  bat  this  ]>lace  also  is  locked  np,  the  inhabitania  goiv 
to  the  comer  shop.  The  smell  in  these  premises  is  rerj  ofiensiTe,  caosea 
partly  by  the  utter  absence  of  draina^,  and  by  the  number  of  persona  IiYiiig 
under  the  same  roof.  The  rent  of  iheie  rooms  Tuies  from  2ff.  to  3«.  perweek. 
The  back  room  on  the  ground-floor  had  not  a  vestige  of  boarding,  the  familiire 
being  composed  of  some  old  tubs  for  seats,  and  one  or  two  boSomleaa  cbaot. 
It  is  absolutely  impossible  to  detect  whether  the  walls  or  ceilings  were  eter 
painted  or  whitewashed;  the  filthy  state  of  the  occupants  of  the  rooms  aadtibe 
loaded  atmosphere  having  reduced  everything  to  a  dull  earthy  tint.  Ik  the 
front  room  ot  the  grounffloor  there  was  some  appearance  of  (Seaidineoo,  thai 
ig,  comparatively  speaking.  It  was  inhabited  by  a  man  with  his  wife  and 
family ;  they  had  lived  thrae  for  some  time.  The  man  was  in  the  last  staee  of 
pulmonary  consumption,  and  complained  much  of  the  poisonous  atmo^puBre 
generated  by  the  want  of  drainage,  and  bjr  the  number  of  persons  sleeping  in 
the  house.  He  declined  attempting  to  estimate  the  number,  but  it  was  aao»- 
tained  from  some  of  the  other  mmates,  that  in  a  room  nine  feet  square,  ftom 
eighteen  to  twenty-three  slept  nightly.  The  window  of  this  room  acaradty 
a&iitted  daylight,  and  could  only  De  opened  about  eight  inches. 

In  No.  7  the  backyard  was  not  locked  up ;  it  was  an  imperfectly  flagged 
space,  eight  yards  long  by  three  feet  six  inches  in  width,  and  on  each  aide  of  it 
were  the  entrances  to  the  back  rooms.  In  these  rooms  finom  eighteen  to 
twenty-three  people  slept  on  the  average ;  sometimes  the  number  was  greater. 
The  privy  had  been  taken  away,  and  the  cesspool  just  covered  with  boards  and 
earth.  The  soil  imdemcath  oozed  up  througn  the  boards,  saturatiiig  the  ovth 
with  fetid  matter.  In  one  of  the  back  rooms  several  Irish  families  lived.  One 
girl  supported  herself  by  selling  watercresses,  which  she  purchased  in  Fleet- 
market,  and  afterwards  retailed.  A  little  girl  was  sitting  on  a  basket^  maldng 
up  small  bundles  of  these  watercresses  from  a  heap  which  lay  beside  her  on 
the  floor.  The  Catholic  clergyman  sometimes  came  to  visit  the  sick  thei«,  and, 
as  the  woman  said,  **  there  were  plenty  of  them."  The  room  opposite  was 
occupied  by  only  three  families  in  the  da]^,  but  as  many  as  could  be  got  into  it 
at  ni^ht.  The  price  varied  from  "  anjrtning  they  could  give,"  to  la.  and  2cE. 
per  night.  This  room  fetched  2s,  per  week.  Two  cases  of  fever  had  been 
taken  away  from  it.  The  window  slid  back  about  eight  inches — that  waa  tiie 
only  means  of  ventilation.  Although  this  room  was  not  more  than  nine  feet 
Rquare,  daylight  did  not  reach  the  back  of  it.  It  was  scarcely  high  enough 
for  an  orcUnary  man  to  stand  upright  in.  The  person  who  took  the  rents 
came  to  the  door  for  them  every  Monday  morning. 

Carrier-street  contains  about  twenty  nouses,  and  is  perhaps  the  moat  dis- 
gustingly filthy  spot  that  exists  anywhere  in  London.  A  few  facts  only  will 
serve  to  show  the  nature  of  the  plaice,  and  these  facts,  incredible  as  thej  may 
seem,  are  by  no  means  so  frightful  as  many  that  commonly  occurred  m  thu 
locality.  At  the  comer  of  the  street,  or  rather  a  few  yards  from  it,  there  is  a 
narrow  bricked  alley, — not  wider  than  a  doorway.  On  going  down  it,  as  soon 
as  the  eye  is  enabled  to  perceive  anything  in  the  dim  lignt,  an  opening  ia  seen 
on  cither  side,  each  being  the  entrance  to  a  staircase  so  filthy,  so  oficnsive,  so 
repulsive  to  every  sense  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  give  any  idea  of  it.  On 
^oing  up  one  of  these — a  matter  of  risk  and  difficulty — ^five  or  six  different 
doors  are  perceived  leading  to  as  many  rooms,  and  each  of  these  again  let  to 
as  many  families.  In  one  room,  not  ten  feet  long,  and  less  than  five  wide, 
lived  four  families,  comprising  in  all  sixteen  persons,  eight  adults  and  eight 
children.  One  comer  of  the  room  was  occupied  by  a  heap  of  straw  used  as  a 
bed,  and  near  it,  on  some  old  rags,  was  lying  a  child,  sufiering  apparently  fix>ni 
fever.  The  mother  was  crying  near  it,  and,  pointing  to  a  sn:^  mouldy  Discuit 
from  which  a  small  portion  had  been  taken,  said  that  that  was  all  she  had  had 
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to  give  her  child  for  many  days.    A  man  who  was  lying  on  the  floor  in  a 
comer  of  the  room  corroborated  this  statement,  and  saia  that  he  would  be  Texy 

Slad  to  work  for  anything  instead  of  starring  in  that  den.  The  appearance  of 
le  inmates  was  a  guarantee  for  the  truth  of  their  assertions,  want  being 
visible  in  every  countenance.  A  stout  young  Irishwoman,  who  seemed  better 
off  and  more  intelligent  thim  the  rest,  comp&ined  bitterly  of  the  smell  which 
penraded  the  house,  (it  was  so  bad  in  this  room  as  to  render  it  difficult  to 
breathe.)  There  was  no  water  in  the  place.  Some  medicine  had  been  given 
to  the  mother  of  the  child  by  a  dispensing  surgeon  to  whom  she  took  it.  The 
medicine  when  brought  into  the  room  in  the  evening  was  quite  red ;  in  the 
mominff  it  had  turned  ^uite  black.  It  was  no  doubt  the  air  which  had 
changed  it— opoisoned  as  it  must  be  by  the  breathing  of  so  many  persons  in 
one  room.  It  appeared  at  the  first  sight  of  this  room  to  be  physically  impos- 
sible that  sixteen  persons  could  sleep  in  it;  and  indeed  there  could  not  be 
loom  unless  some  of  them  rested  in  a  sittine^  position  in  the  angles  of  the  wall 
with  their  children  on  their  knees.  The  poCce-sergeant,  who  heard  the  state- 
ment, on  bein^  appealed  to  as  to  its  truth,  said  that  there  was  nothing  either 
impossible  or  improbable;  he  had  seen  many  such  cases.  Jn  the  room  next 
or  next  but  one  to  this,  and  of  much  the  same  size,  three  families  resided. 
There  were  not  so  many  to  sleep  in  it  at  night — the  number  stated  was  eight 
or  ten  persons.  On  a  bed  of  shavings,  and  covered  only  with  a  sack  and  some 
cotton  fragments  sewn  together,  lay  another  child,  also  suffering  from  low 
fever  and  diarrhoea.  It  was  a  boy  about  seven  years  old.  He  was  auite 
naked.  The  father  could  get  no  work,  and  they  had  nothing  to  give  nim. 
The  poor  child  seemed  to  simer  much  from  the  fever.  In  a  room  above  these, 
and  nearly  as  large  as  two  of  them  put  together,  several  Irish  families  resided. 
The  room  was  not  so  bad  as  the  lower  ones  as  to  cleanliness,  and  the  window 
admitted  both  air  and  li^ht.  It  was,  however,  a  most  deplorable  scene  of 
misery.  In  a  comer,  with  only  a  few  rags  to  support  her  nead,  in  her  day 
dress,  and  with  a  sack  thrown  loosely  over  her,  lay  a  woman,  whose  features 
indicated  the  rapid  approach  of  death.  She  was  unable  to  speak  English,  and 
on  being  questioned  oy  the  residents  in  the  Irish  language,  she  saia  that  she 
was  a  stranger— a  poor  widow  with  one  child.  She  hEid  applied  to  the  inha- 
liitants  of  the  room  for  shelter  on  the  previous  night.  They  said  that  she  had 
*'  not  long  to  live  by  the  looks  of  her ;  but  they  could  not  refuse  her."  No 
one  had  sent  for  the  doctor.  They  had  sent  for  the  Eoman-catholic  clere^yman 
of  the  district,  and  he  was  shortly  expected.  Her  child,  a  girl  of  about  nfieen, 
eat  by  her  side,  crying  as  if  her  heart  would  break.  The  clergyman,  on  his 
arrival,  glanced  at  the  woman,  and,  as  if  assured  that  there  was  out  little  time 
to  spare,  he  turned  thepeople  out  of  the  room  whilst  he  administered  the  last 
offices  to  the  dying.  This  woman  laboured  imder  symptoms  of  cholera.  In 
another  comer  of  the  room  was  a  long  bag  stuffed  with  straw,  and  on  this 
a  woman,  her  husband,  and  two  children  slept.  One  boy  in  the  room  was 
pointed  out  as  having  slept  on  the  stairs  for  the  last  twelve  nights.  He  was  a 
^'strai^ge  boy ;"  no  one  Knew  where  he  came  from.  He  had  had  nothing  to 
eat  for  two  days,  except  a  crust  of  bread  given  to  him  by  a  woman  who  pitied 
him,  though  she  could  ill  spare  the  morsel  she  gave  from  her  own  children. 
This  woman  said,  that  they  seldom  tasted  meat — hardly  ever.  They  did  not 
expect  it.  They  were  glad  to  ^et  bread,  and  they  haa  not  often  enough  of 
that.  At  the  l)ottom  of  the  stau*case,  and  about  two  feet  below  the  landing, 
from  which  it  was  entered  by  a  door,  was  the  bedroom  of  a  tailor  named  Jomi 
Crow.  This  room  had  a  bed  in  it.  It  was  about  six  feet  square,  with 
no  window,  and  it  was  impossible  to  see  anything  in  it  without  a  candle,  even 
on  the  most  sunny  day.  TThis  unfortunate  man  complained  that  the  landing 
outside  his  room-door  was  used  by  the  residents  as  a  priv^r.  The  poor  mnp. 
spoke  very  angrily  of  the  annoyance  he  was  put  to  by  the  soil  running  into  his 
room.    It  came  in  at  night  under  the  door;  the  smell  was  almost  6uffocating» 
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and  lie  was  obliged  often  to  rise  and  clean  out  his  room — at  least  to  dear  airaT 
the  soil — before  be  or  his  wife  could  sleep.  The  next  house  to  this  was,  witu 
the  exception  of  the  cases  of  fever,  &c.,  a  repetition  of  the  last.  There  wen 
four  or  fire  houses  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  street,  which  were  a  degree 
better  than  those  described.  The  man  who  was  the  landlord  of  thempointod 
in  triumph  to  a  clock  and  some  crockeiy  in  one  of  the  rooms — a  muaimblo 
place  enough  in  itself,  but  a  paradise  compared  to  many  near  it. 

The  cell^  in  this  street  are  the  next  object  of  attention.  A  flap  in  tlie 
parement  being  opened,  it  rather  surprised  the  bystanders  to  find  uiat  the 
cavern  below  was  mhabited.  It  was  about  eleven  feet  'square,  and  when  IIm 
flap  or  lid  was  down  must  have  been  quite  dark.  There  were  women  end 
children  in  it,  and  the  atmosphere  was  thick  and  moist  with  offensive  effluvia 
and  exhalations.  The  woman  had  seen  or  heard  of  the  letter  whidi  had 
appeared  in  The  Ttmes,  She  was  much  enraged,  and  said  that  her  cellar  was 
the  one  referred  to  as  having  accommodated  sixty  people.  It  was  oertainlj 
impossible  that  sixty  people  could  have  slept  in  it,  and,  indeed,  it  was  a  matter 
of  doubt  and  difficulty  how  any  person  could  have  lived  in  it  at  all,  when  ^ 
number  of  this  woman's  tenants — ^which  she  stated  to  be  twelve — were  tlieie. 
There  were  two  beds  filled  with  shavings  in  the  comers,  and  when  the  tenanta 
came  in,  shavings  were  spread  over  the  floor  generally,  and  they  Ivy  down  to 
sleep.    There  are  ten  or  twelve  of  these  cellars. 

It  would  be  too  disgusting  to  enter  into  many  minutue  observed  in  this  hor- 
rible place.  In  spite  of  the  demoralizing  influence  which  this  locality  nuist 
have,  many  of  its  poorest  inhabitants  seemed  to  desire  cleanliness.  In  nearly 
evexy  house  some  women  were  engaged  in  rinsing  or  washing  the  miaeraUle 
rags  which  covered  their  children  or  their  beds.  Sfany  of  the  better  dasa  of 
the  residents  live  by  hawking  cabbages,  onions,  and  other  ordinary  ve^tables. 
These  they  keep  in  their  rooms  at  night.  All  of  them  complained  ofthe  poi- 
sonous smells  that  often  arose,  and  said  it  was  hard  that  they  should  have  no 
drains  or  water,  and  but  little  light  and  air. 

The  foregoing  description  falls  rather  short  of  the  reality,  as  any  venturous 
person  may  at  once  see  if  disposed  to  enter  this  locahty.  The  polioe  at 
Clarke's-bmldings  station  will  anbrd  every  facility  for  those  who  have  tame 
better  motive  to  lead  them  than  mere  curiosity,  and  the  desire  of  seeing  the 
extent  to  which  misery  and  dirt  can  grow  there— unknown,  and  almost  imcured 
for,  in  this  great  city. 

A  list  in  the  possession  of  the  police-sergeant  returns  the  average  of  the 
inmates  in  this  locality  at  from  sixteen  to  eighteen  per  room.  The  same  ser- 
geant states  that  in  fourteen  small  rooms  he  counted  one  night  150  peo^e — 
men,  women,  and  children,  nearly  all  naked,  and  sleeping  in  promiscuous 
heaps.  At  many  of  the  houses,  the  sergeant  (whose  name  is,  we  believe. 
Fowler)  was  obliged  to  assure  the  inmates  that  "  no  harm  was  meant,"  before 
those  who  went  on  this  sorrowful  expedition  were  admitted. 

It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  the  Bev.  Mr.  Watts,  a  clergyman  wlio 
resided  in  Endell-street,  and  officiated  at  the  new  church  there,  oie^  about 
eight  months  since,  in  consequence  of  visiting  this  locality. 

The  Statistical  Society  of  London,  some  months  since,  undertook  a 
house-to-house  visitation  of  the  streets  above  described;  we  have  only 
space  for  the  following  quotation  from  the  close  of  their  valuable  Report>— 
"  Your  committee  have  thus  given  a  picture  in  detail  of  human  wretdied* 
ness,  filth,  and  brutal  degradation^  the  chief  features  of  which  are  a  dis- 
grace to  a  civilized  country,  and  which,  your  committee  have  reason  to 
fear,  is  but  a  type  of  the  miserable  condition  of  masses  of  the  community, 
whether  located  in  the  small,  ill- ventilated  rooms  of  manufacturing  towns, 
or  in  many  of  the  cottages  of  the  agricultural  peasantry." 
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ETettf,  T.,  £tq 

£wftrty  J&M8  ...         •••         •••         ... 

fyre,  C,  £tq.  ..,         ...         ... 

l^jitf  O.  E.^  Es^.      •••        •••        ... 

FmrsaaBAii,  Eigljt  Hoii.  Ilirl 
FitzwiUinffi,  Righl  Hon.  £«rl 
Fortes«a«,  Right  Hon,  Earl  •.. 

FtltDoiitbr  the  Coont^ga  of 

Folejj  liight  Hon.  Lonl 
Fiet-tj?5,  the  Hod.  G.  W.  T.  F. 
Foster,  Right  Hon.  Sir  AlezAnder,  But. 
Freere,  Eight  Hod.  John     ... 

Fitiroj,  Ljkdj  C*        

Franklin,  La4y  

Farqahar,  Sir  W    Bart 

FlcUiber,  Sif  H.,  Burt 

F.  A«f  hlh^    ft.         ...         ...         ••• 
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Fanner,  O.  W.,  Esq.  

Farmer,  Thomas,  Esq 
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Friend,  A,  by  W.  B.  E 

Frost,  Rev.  J.  D 

Frj,J.  O.,  E»q 

Fry,  BeT.  J,  ...         „,         ...         ,.,         ,, 

Fuller,  J.,  Esq 

Fuller,  G.  A.,  Esq 

Fuller,  W.W.,  Esq 

Obaytov,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  ...         .. 
Gloucester   and   Bristol,    Bight   Bev.   the 

Bishop  of 

OrosTenor,  Bight  Hon.  Lord  Robert,  M.P. .. 

Gage,  the  Bight  Hon.  Lord 

Glynn,  Sir  Biehard  P.,  Bart.  

Gomm,  Sir  W.,  K.G.B.,  Major-Gen.,  &c.     ., 

Gooch,  Sir  Thomas,  Bart 

Grey,  Hon.  W.  Booth  

Gordon,  Sir  A.  D.,  Bart       

Gandall,  Edward,  Esq 

Gardner,  P.,  Esq '    .. 

Garland,  E.  P.,  Esq 

Garratt,  F.,  Esq 

Garrett,  W.  A.,  Esq 

Garth,  T.  G.,  Esq 

Garworth,  J.  B.,  Esq 

Gaselee,  B.,  Esq 

Gatliir;  Charies,  Esq.  

G.  B.  V.  •••         ,..         „•         •••        •• 

George,  G.,  Esq 

Gibbon,  Miss 

Gibbe,  W.,  Esq 

Gibbs,  Mrs 

Gibson,  Francis,  Esq. 

Gilbart,  James  W.,  Esq.,  F.B.S. 

Gillespie,  B.,  Esq 

Gilly,BeT.W.  S.,D.D. 

Gladatane,  Capt.  W 

Gladstone,  W.,  Esq 

Gloucester,  Very  Bev.  Dean  of 

OIoTer,  Miss 

Goldsmid,  Mr«.         

Goldsmiths,  the  Worshipful  Company  of 
GoUgfaUy,  Bey.  G.  P. 
Gomtteraall,  T.  B.,  Esq. 

Goodford,  H.,  Esq. 

Goodwin,  Miss  

Goodwyn,  C,  Esq 

Gordon,  A.,  Esq 

Gordon,  J.  E.,  Esq 

Goring,  Henry,  Esq. 

Goring,  Mrs 

Gosse,  Hemy,  Esq 

Gould,  Bey.  J 

Gowan,G.,  Esq 

Gower,  W.  Lereson,  Esq.    ... 
Grainger,  B.  D.,  Esq. 
QreaTcs,  H.  M.,  Esq.         .... 
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Greeniidd,  Mrs. 
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OrefiftD,  P.  St.  L.,  Esa. 

GrenfeU,  R.  W.,  Esq 

Grevillc,  A.  I.,  Esq. ...         ...         ..* 

GriffiUjt  C.  D„  Esq 

Giifl sen  tiiiPeto,  Messrs,    ... 

Grove,  T     ua.Efiq, ., 

Gunter,  Mrs.  Ann      ...         „.         ..* 
Gunter,  Mrs.  Caroline 

Guriiej,  lK,Eftq ][[ 

Gurney,  S.,  Esq 

GwinnelJ,  Mrs.  

Habbowbt,  Right  Hon.  Earl  of 
Hamilton,  the  Lady  Dowager 

HaddD,  Bight  Hon.  Lord      

Herbert,  the  Right  Hon.  Sidney      ... 

Hanson,  Sir  John,  Bart 

Hjiating*,  Sir  T,,  Bart*  ^. 

Hippealcji  Sir  J.,  Bftrt ^ 

Hogg,  Sir  J.  W^  Bart..  M.P 

Hood,  Sir  A,  Burt,,  M.P 

Hanter,  Sir  C.  3.,  Ban.,  and  Alderman 
Harcourt,  Hon.  Mrs.  Vemom 
Hope,   AidminU,  B.N.,  per   Hon.   and 
M.  YiDiers  ...         „, 

HaliJeinaiid,  G^j  Esq.  

Hallfflx.  Rev,  J '„         ]\\ 

HoUaui,  Henrr^  Esq.  

Hallewell,  J.  d..  Esq 

Hall.  J.  L.,  Esq „[ 

Hftll-^Esq. 

Hall,  John,  Esq 

HaU,  M.  W.  C.  Esq ^ 

Hall,Thos.K..Etq.^        

Hamilton,  Mrs.         ...         ^,         ,,. 
Hatnttioud,  C,  H*,  Esq^ 

Hanson,  Samuel,  Es^,  

Harcourt,  Egerton,  Esq 

Hanlen,  Rev.  E /,] 

HurdiDg,  Wyndham,  Esq 

Hani^t  i.*  Esq.  

Hwford,  J.  Soaadiett^  Esq.  ...        [W 

Barker,  G.,  Etq.        ,.^        

Harmer,  Mr.  J 

Harness,  Rev.  W.       

Harriagtpn,  Mrs 

Harrington,  Mrs. 

Hania,  J^dward,  Esq 

Harris,  F.  T.,  Esq 

Harris,  G.,  Eaq.        

Harris,  J.  O.,  Esq.     ,^ 

Harris,  Rev.  Blr.  jw  H.  

HarrisoBj  Miaa  .^         

HamBon,  Rpt.  W. 

H«rtfcy,Mrs 

Hastier,  J.,  Esq 

Hatkawty,  E,  R,  Esq. 

Batliawty,  Ecy.  Fred 
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Harvey,  Miss  _        ^        ...^    ... 

Harvey,Rev.O.G ,., 

PMT«y^W.,E8q 

HawUnfl,  Dr.  Biaset,  F3.[i..».       >..  ' 
HawklM,B.B.A.,Eiq.      ...        ^ 
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Hudson,  Mrs.  

Hudson,  Robert,  Esr]. 

Hudson,  T.,  Esq 

Hngham,  Mrs.  

Hughes,  J.,  Esq 

Hughes,  Rev.  C 

HuU,  W.,  Esq 

Humber,  A.  H.,  Esq 

Hume,  Rev.  G.  

Hunter,  Miss  M 

Hunt,  W.  Esq 

Hussey,  J.,  Esq 

Hussey,  H  ,  Esq 

Hyett,  W.  H.,  Esq.    ...  •      ... 

Inghah,  Robert,  Esq., 

Irvine,  Miss 

Irving,  Miss  Agnes 

Jerhtn,  Earl  of       

James,  Sir  W.,  Bart.,  M.P.  ... 
Jervoise,  Rev.  Sir  S.  C,  Bt. ... 
Johnson,  Sir  Henry  Allen,  Bart. 

Jackson,  Hugh,  Esq 

Jackson,  J.,  Esq 

Jackson,  Jabez,  Esq 

Jackson,  Miss  C 

Jacob,  C,  Esq.  

James,  Misses  M.  and  A. 

J.  E.  D 

Jefferys,  Misses 

Jefferys,  Venerable  Archdeacon 

Jeffrey,  J.  Esq.  

Jeffreys,  Julius,  Esq 

JeflRreys,  Miss  S 

Jennings,  R.,  Esq 

Jennings,  W.,  Esq 

J.    Xm         •••  ...  ...  ..• 

J.  M.  ...         •••         •.•         ... 

Joceleyne,  Mr.  

Johnson,  J.,  Esq 

Johnson,  J.,  Esq 

Johnston,  A.,  Esq 

Johnston,  Rev.  C.  J 

Jones,  B.  S.,  Esq.      

Jones,  Rev.  D.  

Jones,  W.,  Esq 

Jones,  J.,  Esq.  

Jowett,  B.,  Esq 

J.  B.    •••         ••■         •«•         ■•• 

KsmroH,  Right  Hon.  Lord  ... 
King,  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Keimaway,  Sir  John,  Bart.  ... 
Kearsley'  J.  H.,  Esq.,  M.P.  ... 

Kent,  G.  B.,  Esq 

Kidd,  R.  C,  Esq 

Kingdon,  P.  A.,  Esq 

Kingscote,  Colonel 

Kingscote,  Henry,  Esq. 

King,  W.,  Esq 

Knapp,  Rev.  H. 
Knight,  J.,  Esq. 
KnoUock,  T.  A.,  £iq. 
Koomit         ,„        «••        ... 
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Donadoai 
for  Building 
purpoMt. 
LosTBOH,  Right  Hon.  and    Right  Rer.  the 

Binbopof    ...         X65     0     0 

Lictfidd.  ihe  rooiitesB •.,2     0     0 

Leiglr^  Hight  Hon*  Lord       10    0     0 

Lefevrf,  the  Bight  Hon.  C.  S.,  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Common!)  ,  J5     0     0 

Leslie,  (be  Epv.  Sir  Henry,  Bart 

Lfl«,  Sir  Geoi^e  P 15  10     0 

UA.  

LabotieLere,  Jolin,  Esq.,        (JO     0     0 

Ldbourer'a  Friend    Society,  East   Kent,  per 

G»  CnnelSf  Esq , 

Lady»  A  2     0    0 

Laing,  T.  J.,  Esq 

Langdon,  A.,  Esq 

Langridge,  O.  A.,  Esq 

Larken,  Metcalf,  Esq.,  Civil  Service,  Bombay     5     0     0 

Laurence,  E.B.,  Esq *         ...     5     5     0 

Lair,  Re?.  R.V 

Uwrie,  J.  R, Esq »         ...     5     0     0 

Lawrence,  W.,  Esq , 

Lawson,  C.  J.,  Esq 

I*.B ...  20    0    0 

L.  B.,  at  Messrs.  Coutto        10    0    0 

Lcathun^  J,  A.»  Esq ...  10     0     0 

Lee,  J.  Esq.,  LL.D 

l«e.  John,  Esq 

I^,J,  Esq 

Lee,  J.,  jiin  ,  Esq .,»  . 

Leiford,  J    II-,  Esq ,  . 

Le  Mesnrier^  Rev.  J ,.,. 

Le  Mesurier,  Miss  M.  O 

Levett,  R.,  Esq 

Lewes,  R.  C,  Esq •      ... 

Lewis,  Mrs ^200 

Leyeester,  R.  G.,  Esq ..,  . 

L.  E.,  per  Messrs.  Herries  and  Co ...  •  6    0    0 

Lightfooi,  Mrs ...  25  15     0 

Liodtay,  €  (Lionel        ...     5     0    0 

liw ton,  Colonel  ...  •  5     0     0 

LiiUe,  M^or ..^2    0    0 

Lloyd,  E.,  Esq 

lioyd,  J.  A.,  Esq 10    0    0 

Lloyd,  Rer.  S 

Lloyd,  S.  Jones,  Esq ..^60    0    0 

I-o^J.  Esq 

Locock,  Mre.  .„         ...         ..^  • 

Loder,  G.,  Esq ...  JO  10     0 

Lodiagtfli},  Hev  H.  J ^  •  1     1     0 

LoBff,  B.  Kelletl,  Esq ,  •      ../  •  2     0     0 

Long,  W.,  Esq ... 

Long,  W..  Esq  ... 

Lord,  Charles  F.,  Esq ..*  . 

Lord,  James,  V^aq, ...     5     60 

L.  S.»  per  Willjimsi •       ...     5     0     0 

Lttinley,  R.  W.p  Esq, ., •       ..^6     0     0 

Lashiiigtoii,  J.  G.,  Esq ...     3     0     0 

Ljoa,  D,,  Eaq ...  25     0     0 

Lyon,  W.,  Esq ..,     5     0    0 

Lysons,  Rev.  8 

Mavchistkb,  His  Oraee  the  Dnke  of  '     ...  • 
Mrafwa,  Bight  Hon.  Bail  of  ...  •      ..i  fil    0    0 


for  General 
purposes. 
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Manvers,  Conntess 

Manners  t  Hon.  Lord  J. 

il !...«.,  4...^...  Hon.  Lady  C. 
M  »c  kffOrtU,  CoL  Sir  J}  i  ghj^  Bart ,    . 
Martin^  Sir  Hcbit   Bart. 
MorfaQBi,  Si    J  .Bart.,  M.P. 
Moadaft  AilmiraJ  Sir  George,  Bart. 

Macleod,  Sir  lleniy 

Miiade,  tlj*  Hon,  F.  R,  N 

HoretOD,  lion.  A,  H.,  M.P.  ... 

Mercef.  Gcieral         

Hab«nk«^  J*^  E**!- 

M'Bridf/Mrs.  

lhlaof«Tlnn^,  Major     ... 

31.  :/       .AHssC 

Haekenzie,  A.,  Esq. 
Mackiunon,  W.  A.,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Maelachan,  Mrs 

M  .  1    :  .  '    tpLaiQ  F 

M^oribonks^  E.,  Esq.  ... 

Miicolmj  N.t  Esq 

Malcolm,  W.  E.  Bsq.., 

Mangles,  R.  D.,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Mansel,  J.  C,  Esq 

Maoson,  Mr 

32  .    .;^.  T..  Esq 

MAp]«tof[,  Mj».  Anue 

Haxtlen,  Rev.  O 

MarkbT,  Rev.  T 

Marr,  F.,  Esq.  

Marryatt,  Miss  

ManiuOl,  J.  O.,  Esq.,  M  J» 

Manton,  Miss  

Martin,  J.  Esq.  

Martin,  T.,  Esq 

Martin,  W.  H.,  Bsq 

Mason,  Captain  H.  B.,  R.N  ... 

AiiLnLrllJJu^ii,   h     JL-SiJ.   ...  ...  , 

MiUhmmUt  C*^iMn     

Har,  Mii9«  

Hafnaril<  W    Esq 

Maunsell,  T.  P.,  E5*i„  M.P. 

May,  J..  Esq.  

Mair,  Mre.  F 

M.B 

Menziea,  H.,  Esq 

MelrUlf,  J.,  Esq 

Methnen,  Rev.  T.  A. 

M.O 

Hiadlelon,  Rer.  J.  J 

Middleton,  W.,  Esq. 
MilM,  Joseph  Johnson,  Esq. 

Miles,  W.,  Esq.,  M.P 

MiUar,W.,E»q 

Hil]er»  G.^  Esq  

Kill»p  Artkar/Esq .^ 

Miiii«<«  R.  M.,  Esq,,  M.P.    ..^ 

Miaet,J.,£sq ^ 

Hitcbell.  F,  H.  Esq. 
WiEchdl.  W..R,,E»f, 
Hitford,  R.,  £iq.      ... 

•*''••  •"•  •••         •«•        •••         ■ 

M.  L.  E.        ,,,         „,         ,^        , 

*i*I«»H«         •••         •••         ••• 
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M.lf:S. 

Molimd,  Miss  M 

Idol^rneux^  i  ijomos  €.,  Esq. 

Mon^jt  Wlgmm,  Esq.  

l[o]ita^#,  iliyor  W.  

HoDlcriiare,  Sif  Mo^ed  

Moody,  C.  A.,  Esq.,  MJP 

Moore,  Rev.  H.  

Morgan,  W.,  Esq ^. 

Morgan,  D.  T.,  Esq. 

Morgan,  J.  Minter,  Esq 

Morier,  J.  T.  Esq.  

Morris,  Rev.  G 

Morris,  Charles,  Esq.  

Morris,  H.  Esq 

Mosley,  Oswald,  Esq.  

M.S.  

Mossej,  H.  Esq 

NoBVOLK,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of    - .. 
KortbiUDpton,  the  hto&t  II ou.  Marquis  of 
Kffwitrk,  the  Viscount  ...         ... 

Kottrich,  Bigiit  Rev*  Bishop  of 
Ifagentf  Generifi]  Sir  George^  Bart. 
Veale^  Ludj  Cnroliue 
Koel,  Jlon.  and  Bev,  B.  W.  ^, 

KansoDt  W>,  Esq,      „.         

Keale,  Henrv  Si.  JoLd,  Esfc 

Neale,  E.  v.,  Esq 

Nelson,  Rev.  G.         ....        

Iielthorpe,  Colond 

VAsliitt,  Johoi  'Erni 

Hey*,  J,  Esq.  

KefiUe,  W.  H.,  Esq.  

Kewd^BUte,  C.  N-»  Esq.,  M.P. 

KewniMi,  T.^  Eiq,  

Nicholson,  W.  N.,  Esq 

Mieholson,  G.  H.,  Esq. 
Nicholson,  Messrs  W.  and  J. 

^it^iLiliiJaJr,  \V\  L.,  Esq 

Koble,  J.,  Esq.  

Konuan,  Eev.  0.  B 

Korris,  Cbarles,  Eaq.  

Uotliilgif,  Williaiu,  Esq. 

OxfOBB,  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  •C  ...         ... 

OtwAj,  Sir  George,  Biirt*      .,,         ,., 

OusIqw,  Hon.  Colonel  MattDeHng  , 

0»b«ra«j  Hon*  and  Bev.  ts.  <j.  

OAklej,  Mrs.  Louifift  Jane    „,         , 

Chins,  Ret.  A.  ^,         ,,,         ,.. 

O'BriBir,  Stafford,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Offering  to  the  memory  of  tho  lal|i(]t$..Hon.' 

Lord  George  Beniiinrl( ^         ..^ 

Ogilhy,  Jaroee,  Esq 

«Uw,  Jf  remiab,  Esq ^ 

Oliver,  G„  Esq.         ,, 

Oliver,  H.  Esq ^        „^        ,.^ 

OmIow,  BeT.  Arthur  ••«        ,^        ..•, 

Oft#n,  J.  S.  Esq 

Oftler,  L.,  Esq,          „.         ,.^ 
tW^.Bev.G.  F 


for  Building 

purpoKS. 
£4     0     0 


Donations 

for  General 

purposes. 


5     0     0    £10     0     0 


5     0     0 


10  10 
5     0 

0 
0 

50     0 
10  10 
10     0 
25     0 
2     2 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

3     3 

45     0 

5     0 

5     0 

25     0 

0 
0 

e 

0 
0 

5     0    0 
15  15    0 


10    0    0 


..  10 
..10 


10 
20 


5     0    0 


10 


fioifts^  Earl  of  ... 

Pembroke,  the  CoonftMi  of 


10 
5     0 


80 


0    0 


5    0    0 


5    0    0 


5    a   0 


5    0    0 


1: 

0 

10 
5 

5 
5 


15 

Annuaf 
Subscrip- 
tions. 

£110 
110 

10     0 

2     2     0 

110 

0  10     0 
5     0     0 


2     2     0 
110 


5    0    0        5    0    a 


1     I 

0  10 

1  1 

0  10 

1   1 


0  10    0 
110 


lie 

110 

1  0  6 

10  0 
1  1  0 
10    0 


3    0    0 


110 
2  2  0 
0  10  0 
110 


"iilo  q.o 
...  5o  0  0 


16 


THB  LAISOUBEB'S  FBIBND. 


Pembroke,  Dowager  Coantess 

Paget,  Lord  Alfred 

Peyton,  Ladj  

Plnmer,  Lady 

Paul,  Sir  John  Dean,  Bart. 

Paul,  Lady 

Pirie,  Sir  John,  Bart.  

Pwry,  Sir  Edwaid,  R.K 

Pole,  Sir  W^  Bait. 

Pierre|ioicit,  liigbt  11  ou.  EI.  M. 

Pelljaini  Hon*  Captain  D 

Po^h&in,  General  E.  W.  L 

Pacey,  Rev,  H.  D.,  D.D 

Pailber^  LieuU-Col*  ...  ... 

Palmer,  A.,  Esq 

Palmer,  Mrs.  A 

Palmer,  R.,  Esq.,  M.P 

Palmer,  Rer.  R. ' 

Pannell,  C.  L.,  Eaq 

Park,  Samuel,  Eaq 

Parker,  J.  W.,  Esq 

Parker,  Thomas  Hawe,  Eaq. 

Parrott,  E.,  Eaq.        

Tuny,  3m  Esq.*  per  Messrs.  Williams 

Parry,  Thomas  Q.,  Esq 

Paul,  J.  D.  Esq.         

Paul,  XL  S.,  Esq.       

Payne^  Joseph,  Esq* 

Paynler,  S,,E«q 

Pearce,  Chatlw  T.,  Esq 

Pearce,  Oeorge,  Esq. 

Pearoe,  William,  Esq. 

Pearson,  Charles,  Esq.,  M.P.  •••    ' 

Pease,  J.  R.,  Esq       

Pease,  T     Ki=4 

Peckham,  East,  Laboarer*s  Friend  Soeiety 

Peek,  W.,  Esq • 

Peek,  W.,  Esq.,  jnn.  

Peers,  Rev.  J.  ...        ...         ... 

Pemberton,  Rev.  E 

Pemberton,  Rev.  J 

Pt  Liflll.   li^t.    J  •    • 

Pennant,  Mrs.  Dorkins         

Penrose,  Rer.  T.  T 

Penryhn,  E.,  Esq 

PereeTal,  D.  M.,  Esq 

Peroeral,  Miss  

Pereeval,  Miss  J.      

PerciTal,  Captain  E.  A.        

Perry.  J.  WallingCon,  Esq 

Perry,  R.,  Esq.  ...         ••• 

Peters,  J.  W.,  Esq. 

PfWi,  S,  M..  E*q^  M*P.        ...         ^ 
Pharite*,  A.,  p*r  M#ssiv.  Kisbet 

Ph«Jp»,  John,  Esq.    , • 

PhUlinjoiv.  C  R,  =,  K**!.  „,  ,,,    ■ 

Phillips,  J.  H.,  Esq.  

PhiQips,  Miss  Clara « 

Phillips,  Miss  M 

Pickering  and  Sailh,  Messn. 

Pifoo,  F.,  ^H*         •••        •••        •••■  " 

Pilehtr,  O.,  Esq. . 

ragriM,  C.  H.,  Eaf. ...        
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Pittf,  ThomM,  Eiq 

Pl«tt,'TliM.  PeD,  Esq 

Plnmer,  T.  H.,  Esq.  

Plmntre,  J.  P.,  Esq.,  M.P 

Pollen,  Mn 

PoUen,  B«T.  G.  P.  B 

Tovatnt,  v.,  Eaq 

Portal,  Miu  ... 

PorUl,  W.,  8.,  Esq.,  M.P 

Poitagml  St,  No,  3 

Pot^W.,Ejiq 

Powell,  D.,  Esq.        

PowdJ,  E- L.,  E«q. 

PoTwU,  Georg*»  Esq.  

Powell,  W.,  Enq 

Powitdl,  H.,  Esq 

Frtiice^  Eobefl,  Esq.  

Pt«slon,  Rev.  M.  M.  

Price,  W.,  E«q 

PrielteltfTLomsi,  Esq 

Priue*,  Miss  .., 

P.  8.T ^         

Piyor,  Felix,  Esq 

Paget,  Miijor  H 

PxsrtoD,  W.#  Esq.       

Pntres,  R.,  Esq.        „,         „,  .,, 

PiMfj,  P*»  Esq.,  M.P.  ...         ... 

Pm«j,  Bct.  E.  B.,  D.I) 

Pjm,  Ber.  W,  

Pym,  Mn.  Charles 

Ditto,  per  Hon.  and  Boy.  M.  Tillitrs 
Pft&an,  8*B.rE9q 

QuaTBi»  J.,  Esq 

BiroM;  the  Right  II«>n.  tlie  Earl  of  ... 

Bo»ebeiT|-r  Earl  of     t**         

EiiAseU,  Eight  Hod.  Lord  John,  M J*. 

Eildgb,  Ki^ht  Hod.  Lord 

Bidstock,  Uie  Lord    , 

Bose,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  Qeorge  Henry      . 

B^der^  HoTi.  GninTille  D , 

Bsikeft,  RfiT-  Chancfllrtr        

Bam«dpiit  R.,  E«q 

Buhkiph,  W.,  Eiq.  

RaffiabaVf  H.  Esq.  ...         ... 

K.  B.,^r  Metar*.  Barclay 

B.  £.,  per  Messrs.  Williama  and  Co.  . 
Becordy  per    ...        ...        ...        ...    . 

Bew,  W.  A-,  Esq. 

Beynolds^  Foster,  E»q. 

Bejnoids,  J.,  Esq.     t*.         

Bliodes^  M.  J.,  Epq.  *.,         

BliodeiT  BeT.  Aimltage        

Bicanlo,  D.,  Eaq.       

Bicbwdsozt,  H.,  Esq.  

Bid! c Vj  Ibe  Misses     ..» 

Bidley,  Exeentors  of  the  late  Miss 

Bidley,  M.,  Esq 

Bipley,  F.  B.,  Esq 

BoberU,  H.,  Esq.,  F.8A. 

BoberU,  Fred.,  Esq. 

Bobeiteon,  W*y  Esq*  t«*        •••        ••• 
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Bx^btofOBf  C«i  ns^*    ••■        •••        ••• .      ••• 

Bobinson,  F.  D.,  Esq.  ...        *•# 

ILobinsoB,  CapU        

BobiDson,  Rot.  Sir  Gttfge,  Bart.     .... 

Bockley,  J.,  E«q.        „'. 

Ro^crSi  Mrs.  wi»        ...        •«••         •••.       ••• 
Bog«n,  Bev.  J.,  Canon  of  Exeter,  Sec. 
Boget,  — ,  Esq.,  per  Hon.  and  BiT.  IC  YiUiers 
Bonshaui)  BeT.  G.     •« 

Bose,  Mr.       ...         ...        • 

Bose,  P.,  Esq.  ••• 

Round,  C.  G.,  Esq 

Bowan,  Colonel 

Bowe,  T.  S.,  Esq.      ... 

IlnnistT,  VW  U./Esq.  „..         ^. . 

BurU,  Henry,  Esqi    ••« 

Riiiilionlf  0*t  Hi^-      •••         «••         ••• 

Rti«Mi«Ui  IK,  Epq 

Rus(,Bev.  E.  

ftuTVERUiND,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
ShranRbtiry,  Rig^t  Hon.  Eirl  U  *. 
SiK'-accTj  Right  Hon*  Eur!  ••• 

Btui^rU  Ki^bi  Hon,  l^rd  Jowv      

SkdiuorMile*  Bifbl  Hon.  Lord       

Soudtfii,  UlgtiU  Hon.  Ji^id 

8t»inley»  BifrUt.  Hon.  Lord  ...        ..• 
Sittwut.  Right  Hah.  I^oid  James     .... 
Siuftrt,  l^iJ  IHidley  C. 
»iili«biirv,  Kifbi  Epy.  ihe  Bkbqp  of 
81. 1U\M»,  the  Bi.  Ret.  tbt  Biabof  oC 

ai«||,tjuiy    .t*        -'*        • 

Btywtttir,  Lsily  Aogustn       

IftlMkinaoiii  Ljhdy       *»#         •••         •••.       •• 

8Mit4w,  L«dy  Olhia  

sIiAVi,  Sir  Jobm  Bart.  «..        -*•• 

SliM^m.  Sir  Biehard^  Bkfu  ...  — 
Smart*  Sir  Otwrg*  ...  •••  — 
Smith,  Sir  J,  W.,  Bart.  •..  ••.. 
Siirtis^,  ^krWjdt^,  Bart-    «..        .«»• 

ShHciw,  Si*  R^hwd,  Bfert. 

$ey«i«iir*  IUt,  Sir  J.,  Bart. 

Mil  5"^  li*^-  *^*         

Sandoi.  F..  Ei^       *. 

Sarah,  Jane  — 

•MMUMiers.  T.  H.,  Esq.  ...        «.. 

Sa\a^,  Miss  ...        •••        ..• 

Sayer.  C^  Esq •. 

Schwabe,  S..  Esq «.. 

S<s>beU.  Captain,  R.N. 

S<v*f^r,  Mis» ... 

S\»u,  MtM 

S^'ri^yner.  T.  F.,  Esq.  

S^'iitett*,  0..  Esq. 

SfaUfc.  Joseph,  Esq.  

St«Wy,  R.  bC.  Esf.    ...         

^  *••         ...         ...•        I 

^xm^Mut.  K.  W.»  Esq.  ^..        ^. 

$<ryi»>«r,  li<rat.-Cv>l.  ...        «., 

S^rxHKMftr,  Mt:»  Aufttsta  «..  ««, 
$«ywKMkr,  >li9»  ChariiMte  ...  ««. 
S^ryM^Mar,  Miss  EliM  <«.«       ^. 

SnyHMiH,  MiMtv  Ai^kw      %%%       ^m« 

viJSMMffw  JtMaw  ClfVtKKK  ...  ... 
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,Bev.L.A. 
Shftw,  8.  P.,  Esq. 
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Wtum,  P«le,  Esq 

8hAV»W.,£sq 

Shepherd,  B.  J.,  Esq.  ,..        ...  •       ... - 

~  ~t  Thomas,  Esq.,  per  A.  GordoB,  Esq.  < 
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Poor 
Sol] J,  Isaac,  Esq,      

ii»iithoa*p,  Birv,  G 

SparlEs,  W.,  E&q.       ...         ... 

Bpdr,  W.,  Esq 

Speke^  WiUlun,  Esq 

Speoeer,  M.  T,,  Esq. 

Sperling,  Jolia,  E»q 

Bperlmgy  Mn.  ...  ... 

Speiliagj  Mrs.  H, 

SprAaper,  Hev^  Dr^     ...         ... 

^    >• 

Btandring,  B.,  Esq 

Standring,  B.,  Esq 

Btandzing,  J.,  Esq.,  jun. 
5?^i.|=!.MT..,  W  J-^Eaq. 
•Stevengciiif  W.  F«,  Esq.         ... 

Bt.JeihB.'E.,  Esq 

^1.  lieger,  A.  B.,  Esq. 
^toTMJ,  T.,  Esq. 
^ione,  W^  E  Aq, 

^t^Wf  l.f  Esq,  

Qhrmdbftii,  .Tsjse9,  Kaq.  ••• 

SiracAlAfif  J.  M.,  Enq.  .•• 

Binhsn,  Pauls,  St  Co.^  Messrs. 

EtrahaD,  W.,  Ei^.     ••• 

Bcraebey,  £.,  Esq 

fHii4iiig,  r    Fsg    ... 

Btatit»jHiiMW.,£sq. 
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Sheridan,  R.  B.,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Shipperj,  W,,  Esq,     ...         «..         .w.         ... 

Shirley,  E.  v..  Esq ,«         ...-20     0 

WbfMuTfJ,,  Esq.        ...         ...         .v*         ... 

SimldDsoD,  Ber.  J.  R. 
flbifffeUm,  James,  Esq. 
Sitwell,  8.  Beresby,  Esq. 
Skriiief  H,i  E»(]^        ... 
Slade,  Felix,  Esq.      ... 

SlA4e,  W,,  Esq, 
Slancj,  R.A.,Eiq.,  MJ*. 
muer,  T.  Edq. 
Slaughter,  E.,  E^   ... 
S.  %L  O 

S.  M.  o.       ^.       .;. 
Smith,  B.,  Esq. 

Smith,  B.,  Esq ...  QO    0 

Smith,  E.  J.,  Esq.     ...         ...  • 

Smith,  F.  J.,  Eaq.     .^         

Smith,  GL  F.,  Esq 

Smith,  O.  S.,  Esq 

Smith,  J.  T.,  Seq ...    6 

Smith,  Payne,  and  Smith     '«..         ...        ...  60 

Smilh,  F^theroe,  Esq.,  M.D 

Smith,  W.,  Esq ...         ...  10 
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^invio  Mvor  C.   ' 

Stuart,  Mrs.  William... 

Stuart,  W.,  Esq.        „. 

Sullivan,  L.,  Esq £.50    0    0 

Sutcliff,  W.,  Esq 0     0    0 

Swaisland,  Mr.  C. 

pwect,  Mrs.  ...         ...        .•••         •••        ••• 

Sykes,  H.,  Esq.         ... 2    0    0 

Sykes,  J.,  Esq 

Teiqnmouth,  Right  Hon.  Lord      15  10    0 

Talbot,  Sir  George,  Bart.     10    0     0 

Trevelyan,  Sir  W.  C,  Bart 10    0     0 

Trevelyan,  Lady       ....  3    0.  0 

Tuylc,  Gen.  SirW 

Twistleton,  Honourable  Mrs.  .^        ...  JL5    0    0 

Tabor,  C.  W.,  Esq .7. 

Talbot,  James,  Esq 

Tate,  Rev.  T 

Tatbam,  T.  J.,  Esq 

Taylor,  J.,  jun.,  Esq.  

Telford,  H.,  Esq 

Tennant,  Captain •••  . 

Tennant,  Captain  C.  B. 

Territt,  W.,  Esq.,  LL.D 

T.H 5    0    0 

T.  H ...  10    0    0 

Tbaokery,  G.,  Esq 

Thomas,  Captain  T.  R.,  Royal  Marines 
Thomas,    Edward    B.,   Esq.,    per    Gordon  . 

Forbes,  Esq 

Thompson,  Bonar,  &  Co.,  Messrs 10    0    0 

Thomson,  J.  8.,  Esq.  

Thompson,  N.  S.,  Esq. 
Thompson,  Rev.  John 
Thompson,  R.  J.,  Esq. 
Thompson,  R.  S.,  Esq. 
Thornton,  Edward,  Esq. 
Thresher,  F.  R.,  Esq. 
Throckmorton,  R.,  Esq.,  M.P. 

T.H.S 

Thynne,  F.,  Esq 

«*  Thy  will  be  done" 

Tidswell,  R.,  Esq 

Timins,  T.  J.,  Esq 

Tinney,  W.  H..  ^*"i 

tPi«cuuui,  Captain  R.A. 

Tomlin,  F.,  Esq 

Tomlinson,  J.,  Esq.,  Executors  of 

Tomlinson,  J.,  Esq 

Tomlinson,  J.,  Esq. 

Tomlinson,  T.,  Esq 

Tottie,  J.W.,  E8q.,jun.       ... 

Tottie,  T.  W.,  Esq 

Towers,  W.  C,  Esq 

Townsend,  Rev.  G 

Townsend,  Rev.  J.  C. 
Townsend,  R.  E.,  Esq. 
Townsend,  R.  L.,  Esq. 
Toynbee,  Joseph,  Esq.,  F.R.S. 

Treacher,  H.,  Esq 

Trelawney,  Mrs.  L.,  per  Messrs.  Henries 

Tremenhere,  8.,  Esq.  •.. 
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Tdfiiel,  Rev.  J.  C.  F.  

TnrabttU,  Rev.  T.  8 

Tnnier,  C.  R.,  Esq 

Torninr,  John,  Esq 

Tomer,  Lieutenant-Colonel 

Turner,  Mrs.  F 

Turner,  Rev.  0.  F 

Tomer,  S.,  Esq 

Tomer, —,  Esq 

Tumor,  Charles,  Esq ,  M.P 

Tumor,  John,  Esq 

Tarnouri  J    Eiq.      ...         ,,,         ,,. 

Tweed,  T  R.,  Esq 

Tireedr,  W.,K<tq 

Twining,  R.,  Esq 

Twining,  Thomas,  Esq.,  jnn. 

Twiss,  Rev.  Dr.         

TwisUeton,  E.  J.  B.,  Esq.    ^. 

Ubqubabt,  J.  H.,  Esq 

TliCLAtf,  Bight  Hottoiirflble  Earl  ... 
VemoDi  Bight  Honourable  Lord     ... 

T^er,  Sir  R.,  Bart, 

TemoBi  the  Hoa.  Mia^         ,,,         „, 

Valpj,  W.  H.,  Esq 

Vaugfaan,  W.,  Esq 

Vean,Hcf.  J, 

Veraon,  Rev.  W.  H 

Vigne,  Anguatiiia  O 

VUtebols,  J.,  Esq 

Vinan,  G,,  E«q 

VbM^,W.,  Esq 

Torei,Bev.T 

We  9TM  III  ST  KB,  the  Marquis  of        ..• 

Willoughby,  D'Eresby,  Lord 

Wdl^lej,  Ladj  Charlotte 

Wentwortb,  Lady  A.. 

WigraiD,  Sir  Robert  Tite,  Bart 

Wace,  Rev,  T. 

Wade,  R.  B.,Esq.      .„         

Wagner,  Miss  

Waller,  N.,  E*q 

Wallinger,  Rev.  W. 

Walker,  T.,  E«q. 

Wall,  B.,  Esq 

XlTalpok,  R.  H,  Vade,  Esq, 

^'slt^rs,.  M.,  Eflq,      ,.,         „,  „, 

Walton,  P.,  Esq 

^Rr.  A»  M»»  •••  •••  •,,  ,,,  

Warblington  Labourer's  Friend  Society,  per 

O.  MiUer,Esq 

Ward,  Miss 

Ward,  Thomas  Ln  Esq 

Ware,  Mies „. 

War^  Mrs.  Robert    .„  '      ... 

^Taret  Rev.  J. .«.        ,,,         ...         „,        ,„ 

WariDg,  J.,  Esq '      ... 

Wame,  J.  A.,  Esq.     ,„ 

WarreUp  Miss,..  ,••  •••  •••   .  .  ■•. 

Wijford,  T.,  Esq.       ,„         ,„  ,.,   ^      ... 

Watkins,  EeT.  H.  G ^     •••*...  .•• 

Wmsoii,  0.  H.,  iBn.  .^^        •  , 
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ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTIONS  RECEIVED  FROM  WEST  KENT. 


JPer  3fr.  Martin, 


CaxndeD,  the  Marquis  .... 
Q«ii&al>oroagh,  the  Earl  of  .  .  . 
StenHope,  Bight  Hon.  Earl,  Che- 
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Bart. 
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B.  G.  lUdd,  Esq.,  Hyde-paik-gate, 

Kensington-gore 2    0    0 
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RcT.  A.  Onslow,  Fell-hiU,  Ripley  .  2 

J.  J.  Smith,  Esq.  .     .    (two  yrs.)  2 

Mrs.  Sargent,  York  .  .  .  (D.)  2 
J.   O.   Harris,  Esq.,  Forest-rise, 

Walthamstow 2 

Col.  Sir  Digby  Mackworth,  Bart., 

Uske,  Glen,  Caerleon  ....  1 

Col.  Clinton,  Audley-square    (D.)  1 

Mrs.  MaclacUIan   ....  (D.)  1 

C.  Sayer,  Esq.,  Old  Carendish-st.  1 
P.  St,  Leger  GrenfeU,  Esq.,  Upper 

Thames-st.  .    .    .'   .'  .    .    .  1 

Her.  M.  M.  Preston,  Cheshnnt    .  1 

W.  Dnimmond,  Esq.,  Croydon  .  1 
Noel  Hoare,  Esqf.,  Mill-hill,  Hendon  1 

Rev.  W.  H.  Vernon,  Carshalton    .  I 

R.  Tidswell,  Esq.,  Foster-lane      .  1 

T.  Walford,  Esq.,  Qaeen-st.,  City  1 

0.  Dickin,  Esq.,  Qaeen-st.,  City  .  1 

1.  F.  Bamett,  Esq.,  Crayford  .  .  1 
Rer.  E.  Pemberton,  Belchamp  St. 

Paul,  near  Clare 1 

Rev.  E.  Holmes,  Hales  worth   .     .  1 

G.  S.  Forbes,  Esq.,  Ham     .     .     .  ] 

F.  M.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Wimpole-st.  1 
Mrs.  W.  Harrington,  WesUionme 

Park  Road 1 

Thomas  Prickett,  Esq.,  Bridlington  1 

J.  Ostler,  Esq.,  Grantham  ...  1 
W.  Middleton,  Esq.,  Bury  Green 

Lodge,  Cheshnnt 1 

P.  Chalmers,  Esq.,  Aldburgh  Castle, 

Brechin,  N.B I 

Miss  Marryatt,  Wimbledon      .     .  1 

RcT.T.  T.Penrose,  Coleby,  Lincoln  1 
Thos.  Slater,  Esq.,  Hawley-road, 

Kentish  Town 1 

J.  W.  Parker,  Esq.,  Strand  ...  1 

J.Koble,  Esq.,  Upper  Bedford-place  1 

Rer.  T.  Tate,  Edmonton  ...  1 
ReY.  S.  Lysons,  Hempsted- court, 

near  Gloster 1 

J.  Holdship,  Esq (D.)  1 

Chas.  Reade,  Esq.,  Sussex-gardens  1 

Miss  H.  Blackden,  Wilton-ciesoent  1 
T.  J.  Laing,  Esq.,  Erechtheum 

Club .1 

Rev.   H.    Knapp,    Swaton,    near 

Folkingham 1 

R.    Hilhouse,    Esq.,    Heme-hill, 

Camberwell 1 

F.  Sandoz,  Esq.,  East  India  House  1 
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£   «.  I 

Rev.  W.  Cunningham,  Lowestoft  .  10 

A  Lady,  per  Mr.  Shaw    .     .     .     .  1*  .0 
Rev.     E.    W.     Caulfield,     South 

Wraxall,  near  Bradford,  Wilts  .  1     0 
W.Woodrooffe,  Esq.,  New-square, 

Lincoln's-Inn 11 

Charles  B.  Fhillimore,  Esq.,  Port- 

man-square I     1    i 

J.  Young,  Esq.,  Taunton     .     .     .  0  10    • 
L.  S.  Austin,  Esq.,  Wotton-under- 

edge,  per  Mr.  Hunt    ....  0  10    ( 
J.   G.   Barker,  Esq,   Abbey-hill, 

near  Kenilworth 0  10    I 

Mr.  C.  Straisland,  Crayford      .     .  0  10    ( 

G.  Forbes,  Esq.,  Ham    .     .     .     .  0  10    < 

G.  iHarker,  Esq.,  Thames-street   .  0  10    I 

Miss  Bed  well,  Clapham-common  .  0  10    ( 

Rev.  J.  Pemberton,  Clare     .     .     .  0  10    ( 
Rev.  Chancellor  Raikes,  Chester, 

per  Mr.  Pritchard 0  10    < 

Colonel  Clinton,  Audley-square    .  0  10    I 
Major    Stuart,   Hillingdon-greeii, 

per  J.  W.  Burgess 0  10 

W.  HuH,  Esq.,  Uxbridge,  per  ditto  0  10 
J.  N.  Hibbert,  Esq.,  Chalfont,  per 

ditto 0  10 

Rev.  S.  Brown,  Yoxford,  per  Mrs. 

Bird 0  10 

R.  L.  Townsend,  Esq.,  Stroud,  per 

Mr.  B.  Bucknall 0  10 

J.  C.  Hallewell,  Esq.,  Stroud,  per  . 

ditto 0  10 

S.  Farrow,  Esq.,  Diss     ....  0  10 
J.  W.  Peters,  Esq.,  South  Petber- 

ton,  Somerset 0  10 

D.  Powell,  Esq.,  Gamault- terrace, 

Clerkenwell 0  lO 

Donations  to  Female  Lodging  JSoKSe^ 
HatUm  Garden, 

J.  O.  Harris,  Esq 10    O 

Mrs.  LitUe,  Woolwich    ....  2    O 

Mrs.  Goldsmid IX 

Donations  to  Streatham  Street  Frnmilf 
House, 

J.  0.  Harris,  Esq 10    0 

J.  Wilson,  Esq.,  per  Migor  LitUe  •  1    0 


Per  Mr.  Martin, 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Gainsborough 
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at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  where  .all  Commonicatioiia  tM  lo  I* 
addres8ed.-.-Sold.by.Seeley,  Bumside,  and  Seeley,  Fleet  Stneet;  Nisbet  and  Co.,  T 
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SOCIETY  FOR   IMPROVING  THE  CONDITION   OF 
THE  LABOURING  CLASSES. 


OOWTaWTS. 


Proceedings  of  the  Society  during 
the  Months  of  July  aud  August .  p.  IV) 

On  Labourers'  Cottages.  By  his 
Orace  the  Duke  of  Bedford       .     .  147 

A  Few  Words  to  the  Owners  and 
OecQpiers  of  Land,  and  to  the 
Bate-Payers  in  general  of  the 
Bontingford  Union.  By  the  Bev. 
William  Adams,  M.A.,  Throcking   UO 


Tlie  Sheffield  Kxperimental  Pauper 
Form IVi 

Notes  from  n  Labourer's  Memornu- 
dum  Book l.^ri 

Small  Allotment  System  in  Rutland    107 

Ibeland — The  Erne  Tenantry  ,     .  ITiS 


Donations  and  Subscriptions  during 
the  Month  of  Angast     .     .    .     ,  VtO 


PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTHS  OF  JULY 
AND  AUGUST. 

Exeter  Hail,  Straiuf. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  9th  July,  and  again  on 
Monday,  the  13th  August.  Present  at  those  Meetings: — Lord 
Ashley,  in  the  Chair ;  William  Gregson,  Henry  Roberts,  F.  L. 
Wollaston,  Henry  Blanshard,  Thos.  Twining,  Jun.,  John  Dean 
Paul,  Esquires  ;  Kev.  S.  R.  Cattley ;  and  Major  Little. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Allotments  reported,  that  having  con- 
sidered the  Report  made  by  the  Allotment  Agent  of  the  land  on 
the  line  of  the  South  Eastern  Railway,  as  stated  in  the  last  Report 
of  the  General  Committee,  they  had  resolved  to  recommend  that 
a  letter  be  addressed  to  the  Board  of  the  South-Eastern  Railway, 
to  request  to  know  on  what  terms  the  Company  will  let  to  the 
Society  the  pieces  of  land  specified  below  : — 


Ashford 

Folkstone 

Sturry  ... 

Marden 

Staplehurst 

Headcom 

Gravesend  , 


10 
10 
3 
3 
5 
7 
10 


acres 


Making  a  total  of    48      „ 

The  Sub-Committee  on  jDwellings  report  that  the   Female 
*Iou8e,  in  Hatton  Garden,  is  now  complete,  and  ready  for  the 
»o.  uav.  K 
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reception  of  lodgers — that  they  have  enga^d  a  suitable  matitm 
as  superintendent — and  that  they  are  taking  necessary  steps  to 
give  publicity  to  the  object  of  the  Society  in  fitting  up  that  house. 

They  further  report  that  the  Contractors  for  the  Family  Ilouse, 
Streatham  Street,  have  commenced  their  work,  and  the  building 
is  rapidly  progressing,  being  now  raised  above  the  ground-floor 
level.  They  have  further  to  report,  that  the  inmates  in  the 
respective  lodging-houses  are  all  orderly,  regular,  and  well- 
conducted,  and,  which  is  to  them  an  occasion  of  great  thankful- 
ness, in  good  health. 

They  have  further  to  report  that  a  deputation  went  down  to 
Tunbridge  Wells,  on  Saturday,  the  11th  August,  to  meet  the 
committee  of  that  association,  and  to  inspect  three  pairs  of  cot- 
tages which  are  now  complete  and  occiipicd — namely,  on  the 
plans  Nos.  4,  5,  and  6 ;  aua  the  Lodging  House  for  Agricultural 
Labourers,  which  is  now  ready  for  furnishing. 

It  was  resolved  that  Lord  Alfred  Churchill  be  elected  a 
member  of  the  committee. 

It  being  necessary  to  re-appoint  the  various  sub-committees 
for  the  ensuing  year,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  following  gentle- 
men be  appointed  accordingly — viz. 

ON   THE   DWELLINGS   COMMITTEE. 


Lord  Henry  Cholmondeley 
John  Dean  Paul,  Esq. 
Lord  Viscount  Brackley,  M.P 
Henry  Roberts,  Esq.,  r.S.A 


Marquis  of  Blandford,  M.P. 
Robert  B.  Seeley,  Esq. 
William  Gregson,  Esq. 
Henry  Blanshanl,  Esq. 


The  Lord  Alfred  ChurchilL 

ON   THE  ALLOTMENT   COMMITTEE 

E.  H.  Fitzhe 
Wm.  Long,  Esq< 


Lord  Henry  Cholmondeley        i      E.  II.  Fitzherbert,  Esq. 
Robert  B.  Seeley,  Esq.  I      Wm.  Lc 

Henry  Roberts,  Esq. 


ON  THE   LOANS  AND   BENEFIT   SOCIETIES. 

Alexander  Gordon,  Esq.  i      F.  L.  WoUaston,  Esq. 

William  Gregson,  Esq.  I      Robert  B.  Seeley,  Esq. 

E.  P.  Hathaway,  Esq. 

The  following  letters  were  reported  by  the  Secretary,  fix)m  the 
Revs.  Spencer  Thornton,  C.  Girdlestone,  William  Bucknel, 
Dr.  Pacey,  John  Richardson,  Edmund  Holland,  Edward  Pizey, 
and  J.  Weighill ;  Sir  John  S.  Forbes,  Bart.  ;  Samuel  Gumey, 
Charles  GatlifFe,  J.  Lawrence,  Wm.  Hope,  Joseph  Yates,  Wm. 
Beckett  Denison,  Alexander  Gordon,  Thomas  Wood  Lee,  Row- 
land Fothergill,  Wm.  Sparkes,  II.  Unwin,  John  Nesbitt,  Esqs. ; 
Monsieur  Cremieux,  of  Marseilles,  &c.  &c. 
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ON     LABOURERS'     COTTAGES. 

BY  HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OP  BEDFORD. 

[In  the  Society's  Annual  Report  for  the  past  year,  special  reference 
having  been  made  to  the  improvements  carrying  on  by  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  in  the  cottages  on  his  extensive  estates,  the  following  in- 
teresting communication  on  this  subject^  made  by  his  Grace  to  the 
President  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England,  will  be  read 
with  peculiar  pleasure,  particularly  the  remarks  which  bear  on  the 
obligations  of  landowners  to  provide  suitable  habitations  for  the 
labourers  on  their  estates.] 

"TO   THE    PRBSIDBNT. 

''  My  DEAR  Lord  Chichester, — Observing  in  the  last  volume  of 
the  Royal  Agrictdtural  Society* a  Journal,  that  the  council  is  directing 
its  attention  to  that  very  important  subject,  the  improvement  of  agri- 
cultural labourers'  cottages,  feeling  (in  common,  I  have  no  doubt,  with 
many  other  proprietors  of  estates)  greatly  interested  in  it,  and  having 
bestowed  upon  it  much  and  anxious  consideration,  I  am  desirous  of 
giving  to  others  the  benefit  of  my  inquiries  and  experience,  to  enable 
them  to  follow  the  system  I  am  adopting,  so  far  as  they  may  think  it 
expedient  to  do  so  ;  and  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  offer  to  the  Society 
copies  of  the  plans  and  drawings  according  to  which  I  have  lately 
erected  some  cottages,  and  intend  to  erect  many  more,  on  my  Bed- 
fordshire and  Devonshire  estates. 

"  My  inquiries  into  the  condition  of  the  cottages  on  those  estates 
led  me  to  the  conclusion,  first,  that  notwithstanding  a  very  consider- 
able  annual  expenditure  upon  them,  many  of  them  were  so  deficient 
in  requisite  accommodation,  as  to  be  inadequate  to  the  removal  of 
that  acknowledged  obstacle  to  the  improvement  of  the  morals  and 
habits  of  agricultural  labourers,  which  consists  in  the  want  of  separate 
bed-rooms  for  grown-up  boys  and  girls ;  and,  secondly,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  taking  in  lodgers  had  led  to  still  further  evils.  The  improved 
methods  of  cultivation,  extensive  draining,  and  general  improvement 
in  husbandry  (requiring  additional  hands)  that  are  going  on,  more  or 
less,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  breaking  up  of  inferior  grass- 
hmds,  and  converting  woodland  into  tillage,  (especially  since  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Tithe  Commutation  Act,)  by  giving  work  to  many  more 
labourers  than  were  formerly  employed,  have  caused  a  proportionate 
angmentation  of  their  number,  and,  consequently,  an  increased  want 
of  cottage  accommodation.  To  meet  this  increased  want,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  improve  the  habitations  of  the  labourers,  I  determined 
to  rebuild  the  worst  of  my  cottages,  and  to  add  to  their  number  in 
those  parts  of  my  estate  in  which  it  appeared  necessary  to  do  so.  I 
therefore  directed  my  surveyor  to  prepare  a  series  of  plans  of  cottages 
for  families  of  difi'erent  sizes  and  descriptions,  sufiicient  to  satisfy  the 
reasonable  wants  of  the  labourers  and  their  families,  and  to  be  so  con- 
structed as  that  (avoiding  all  needless  expense)  the  cottages  should  be 
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(3.)  Tlicy  retain  a  spirit  of  independence,  and  arc  above  being 
maintained  by  tlic  parish. 
On  the  other  hand-— 

IN   THE   WORKHOUSE. 

(1.)  The  sum  required  to  keep  the  labourer  and  his  family  it  nuch 
larger  than  what  he  will  keep  them  for  himself. 

(2.)  You  lose  his  labour. 

(3.)  It  ruins  the  man,  as  he  gets  into  a  habit  of  idleness,  and  of 
dependence  upon  the  parish,  and  it  often  breaks  up  his  home. 

It  is  clear  that  you  must  pay,  either  the  labourer  himself,  or  the 
overseer  of  the  poor. 

If  you  prefer  paying  the  overseer,  you  will  not  only  have  to  part 
with  7nore  money,  but  will  get  nothing  for  it. 

The  above  will  dispose  of  the  objection  which  is  so  commonly 
urged  —  **  that  many  farmers  have  no  spare  money  to  pay  their 
labourers  with.''  Why  not  pay  to  your  labourers  a  portion  of  what 
you  are  now  paying  to  the  poor's  rates  ?  If  you  do  not  employ 
them,  they  are  still  supported  by  you.  Therefore,  you  do  Jind  vnomey 
to  keep  them,  and  more  money  than  you  would  pay  for  their  labour. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  some  are  employing  as  manv  as  their  farms 
require.  Now,  I  think,  there  are  very  few  who  would  not  find  em- 
ployment for  a  man,  if  he  offered  to  work  for  nothing.  Suppose*  for 
instance,  the  benefit  you  received  from  his  week's  labour  should  be 
only  worth  half-a-crown — surely  it  is  better  to  get  that  half-a-crowD 
than  nothing  ? 

But  all  experience  proves  that  labour  is  wanted,  and  mucA  vxjMfdt 
and  that  it  will  afford  an  abundant  return. 

The  produce  of  your  land  has  probably  doubled  itself  during  the 
last  twenty  years.  Has  not  this  great  increase  arisen  from  increased 
cultivation  ?  And  can  you  point  to  a  single  farm  in  the  union  that 
will  now  admit  of  no  improvement  ? 

The  expense  of  good  draining,  although  it  appears  great,  and,  in 
the  first  instance,  so  much  out  of  pocket,  has  often  been  repaid  by  ths 
increase  of  a  single  year's  crop. 

I  need  not  tell  a  farmer  how  many  other  improvements  are  wanted, 
which  are  equally  sure  of  producing  a  speedy  return. 

In  a  neighbouring  county,  the  cultivation  of  land  with  the  spade 
and  fork  instead  of  the  plough  has  been  extensively  tried,  ana  has 
been  found  to  pay  well.  From  the  land  being  worked  so  much  deeper 
and  better  by  this  mode  than  it  can  be  by  the  plough,  the  crops  are 
wonderfully  superior  ;  indeed,  the  return  is  stated  to  be  fully  douUe 
that  of  land  under  the  plough.  It  is,  of  course,  obvious,  that  this 
method  will  cause  a  great  saving  in  the  heavy  expense  of  horses,  and 
will  profitably  employ  a  greater  number  of  labourers  in  their  stead* 

Suppose  the  improvements  of  the  last  twenty  years  had  not  been 
made,  and  that  you  had  not  employed  the  extra  labourers,  but  h^d 
kept  them  out  of  the  poor's  rates  instead,  would  your  crops  have  been 
what  they  now  are  ?  The  labourers  must  have  been  kept  in  either 
case.  Some  few  might  have  been  driven  (as  perhaps  they  are  now) 
to  the  manufacturing  districts;  from  whence,  after  spending  their 
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youth  and  glrength  in  amassing  wealth  for  others,  they  return  to  you 
to  be  maintained  in  their  sickness  and  old  age. 

There  are  many  other  ways  in  which  the  unemployed  labourers 
cost  you  dear. 

Idleness  (even  with  plenty)  is  the  fruitful  parent  of  crime  ;  but  if 
we  add  to  that,  the  pressure  of  want,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  a 
man  so  circumstanced  can  escape  becoming  vicious  and  reckless. 
When,  therefore,  we  complain  of  county  rates,  and  other  expenses  of 
that  nature,  we  should  first  consider  whether,  by  giving  employment, 
we  might  not  hsLve  prevented  much  of  the  crime  which  has  occurred. 
I  need  say  nothing  to  you  of  the  insecurity  of  property,  and  of  the 
ill-feeling  which  must  exist  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  in  distress 
from  having  nothing  to  do.  Indeed,  looking  upon  it  as  a  matter  of 
policy  only,  I  am  convinced  that  it  would  be  much  citeaper  to  keep 
the  labourer  in  employ,  even  though  he  should  be  doing  what  was 
absolutely  useless.  And  it  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  a  man  who 
has  been  in  the  workhouse,  or  has  received  parochial  relief,  loses  that 
spirit  of  honest  independence  so  desirable  in  the  poor,  and  requires 
little  more  to  make  him  a  permanent  burden  upon  the  poor  rates. 
And  it  18  not  the  man  alone  who  suffers  ;  his  children  commence  life 
as  paupers,  and  frequently  carry  that  feeling  with  them  to  their  graves. 

I  have,  as  I  before  said,  considered  this  subject  upon  its  lotoest 
grounds.  But  there  are  far  higher  motives  than  pounds,  shillings, 
and  pence ;  and  I  trust  there  are  few  who  would  confine  themselves 
mitlrely  to  that  view  of  the  case. 

We  should  not  forget  that  the  poor  are  our  brethren,  and  are,  in 
the  eye  of  God,  of  as  much  account  as  the  richest  among  us.  Before 
I  conclude,  I  would,  therefore,  briefly  draw  your  attention  to  one  or 
two  modes  by  which  I  think  their  condition  may  be  materially  im- 
proved. 

Cottage  Allotments,  which  are  by  no  means  general  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, are  a  great  benefit  to  the  poor  man  in  many  ways.  They 
afford  him  agreeable  occupation  when  his  work  is  done,  when  he 
might  otherwise,  perhaps,  be  found  in  the  ale-house ;  they  produce  a 
valuable  supply  of  potatoes  for  his  family,  &c. ;  they  give  him  a  stake 
in  the  welfare  of  the  country  ;  and  he  feels  that  he,  too,  has  something 
to  lone,  and  might  be  worse  off. 

A  small  piece  of  ground  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  A  rood, 
probably,  would  be  the  utmost  a  large  family  would  require,  as  it  is 
not  intended  to  make  them  small  farmers. 

It  has  been  generally  found  that  the  holders  of  these  allotments 
wry  rarely  apply  for  parochial  assistance  ;  and  as  far  as  they  have 
been  tried  in  our  own  union,  that  has  certainly  been  the  result. 

These  allotments  might  also  serve  as  the  rewards  of  good  conduct, 
and  as  certificates  of  good  character,  by  allowing  no  one  to  continue 
to  hold  them  who  was  guilty  of  disgraceful  conduct.  They  would 
thus  become  sources  of  credit  and  honest  pride  as  well  as  of  profit. 

Benefit  Clubs,  if  duly  enrolled  and  well  managed,  are  very  worthy 
of  encouragement,  as  provisions  for  sickness  and  old  age. 

Saving  Clubs  for  young  persons,  and  even  for  school  children,  have 
been  found  very  useful,  as  they  beget  habits  of  carefulness  and  economy^ 
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A  friend  of  mine,  in  a  large  neighbouring  parish,  who  has  tried 
this  plan,  has  informed  me,  that  there  is  a  very  marked  cootrast  in 
the  character  and  conduct  of  the  young  persons  as  they  grow  up,  ac- 
cording as  they  have,  or  have  not,  money  in  this  club.  When  it 
amounts  to  a  certain  sum,  it  is  placed  for  them  in  the  Savings  Bank. 

In  many  parishes  there  are  Clothing  Clubs,  in  which  a  certain  sum 
is  received  weekly,  and  the  amount  is  annually  given  back  in  one 
sum,  with  or  without  a  gratuity  in  addition,  on  the  approach  of  winter. 
I  have  been  repeatedly  told,  that  the  money  thus  received  has  been 
quite  as  good  as  a  gift,  as  the  small  sums  thus  accumulated  would 
otherwise  have  vanished. 

All  these  are  of  more  importance  than  at  first  appears,  from  the 
habits  they  beget  of  prudence,  economy,  and  independence. 

I  am  quite  aware  that,  in  the  above  remarks,  there  is  little  new ; 
but,  in  these  days,  the  great  difficulty  is  in  getting  men  to  act  upon 
what  they  feel  to  be  right.  I  hope  that  they  will  not  only  be  the 
means  of  leading  you  thus  to  act  individually,  but  also  to  consult  with 
your  neighbours  whether  the  threatened  enlargement  of  the  work- 
house may  not  be  rendered  unnecessary — your  labourers  be  made 
more  comfortable — and,  at  the  same  time,  yourselves  be  in  every  way 
the  gainers. 

1  do  not  wish  you  to  look  upon  this  as  a  sermon,  and  therefore 
I  have  abstained  from  enforcing  upon  you  our  duties  as  Christians 
towards  our  poorer  brethren ;  but  1  cannot  help  reminding  you,  that 
God  has  made  the  poor  the  objects  of  His  peculiar  care  :  He  it  is 
who  maketh  poor  and  niaketh  rich,  and  who  alone  can  prosper  our 
endeavours. 

Remember,  then,  that  it  is  He  who  hath  said — 

<<  Blessed  is  he  that  cousidereth  the  poor :  the  Lord  will  deliver  him 
in  time  of  trouble." 


THE  SHEFFIELD  EXPERIMENTAL  PAUPER  FARM. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  many  of  our  readers,  especially  those  resident 
at  a  distance  from  Sheffield,  to  learn  something  respecting  this  experi- 
ment for  an  improved  labour  test.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
recent  depression  of  the  trade  of  Sheffield,  which  had  its  origin  early 
in  1847,  the  proposition  to  commence  a  farm  in  connexion  with  the 
Sheffield  Union  Workhouse  was  originated  with  Mr.  Watkinson,  the 
union  clerk,  who,  besides  having  a  knowledge  of  agriculture,  had 
previously  designed  and  carried  into  operation  a  similar  plan  while 
acting  in  connexion  with  the  guardians  of  the  Chorlton  union* 
Mr.  Watkinson's  proposal,  when  first  broached  at  Sheffield,  met  with 
the  opposition  of  several  members  of  the  board  of  guardians ;  but 
encouraged  by  the  approval  of  other  members  of  the  board,  he  perse- 
vered till  the  board  at  length  consented  to  make  the  experiment. 
The  design  was  to  render  pauper  labour  reproductive  by  the  reclaim- 
ing of  waste  land  —  a  description  of  work  upon  which  unskilled 
workmen  may  be  employed  to  advantage.  To  this  end  a  negotiation 
was  early  last  year  opened  with  Mr.  Ellison,  steward  to  the  Duke  o' 
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Norfolk,  the  reiolt  of  which  was,  that  a  tract  of  moorlaod,  fifty  acres 
ID  extent*  the  property  of  his  grace,  was  transferred  to  the  guardians 
on  a  lease  for  twenty*one  years,  at  a  yearly  rental  of  4s.  per  acre. 
This  land  is  situate  at  Hollow  Meadows,  some  six  or  seven  miles  west 
of  Sheffield,  and  on  the  road  to  GIossop.  The  aspect  of  the  site  is  ac 
sterile  and  unpromising  as  can  be  imagined,  and  it  is  obviously  ol 
iueh  a  character,  considering  also  its  distance  from  any  considerable 
town,  as  to  deter  any  one  from  attempting  to  bring  it  into  cultivation 
unless  it  was  insured  to  him  at  a  very  low  rent,  and  he  had  at  com* 
maud  an  abundance  of  unprofitable  Jabour. 

Operations  were  commenced  at  the  Union  farm  in  May,  1848.  Thai 
part  of  the  country  is  but  very  thinly  peopled,  and  the  iirst  requisite; 
therefore,  was  a  house  for  the  labourers.  A  substantial  building, 
situate  near  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  new  possession,  within  a  feii 
score  yards  of  the  Surrey  Arms,  was  forthwith  erected,  at  a  cost  oJ 
about  10001.,  and  in  the  month  of  October  had  arrived  so  nearly  a( 
completion  as  to  be  partially  habitable.  At  this  period  there  wen 
nearly  400  able  men  receiving  parochial  relief,  for  the  employ mcnl 
of  whom  there  existed  only  very  inadequate  provision,  consisting  ol 
grinding  com  by  hand-mills,  and  picking  oakum,  both  of  them 
branches  of  employment  at  once  irksome  and  unprofitable.  In  the 
month  of  October,  then,  a  qualified  superintendent  of  farming  opera- 
tion having  been  engaged,  some  fifty  men  were  drafted  out  of  the 
ranks  of  the  able-bodied  paupers,  and  sent  to  the  farm.  The  mode 
uf  employment,  although  to  many  entirely  novel,  was  greatly  preferreei 
to  the  com  grinding  and  oakum  picking,  and  the  farm  consequentl) 
became^  in  a  short  time,  the  abode  of  the  privileged,  scarcely  an] 
being  sent  thither  besides  those  whose  general  conduct  was  deemeei 
worthy  of  reward  and  encouragement. 

At  present  there  is  no  farm-yard,  the  operations  having  yet  scarcely 

advane^  so  far  as  to  require  the  erection  of  that  part  of  the  plan 

The  farm  is  enclosed  on  one  side  by  a  good  stone  wall,  upon  whicL 

an  immense  amount  of  labour  has  been  bestowed.     It  is  800  yards  in 

lengthy  five  feet  high,  and  about  a  foot  and  a  half  in  thickness.     The 

whole  of  the  stone  was  bared  and  quarried  by  the  pauper  labourers 

and  by  them  conveyed  to  the  spot  where  it  was  required,  the  onl] 

labour  having  to  be  paid  for  being  the  dry  walling.     The  opposite  -oi 

south  aide  of  the  area  is  bounded  by  the  turnpike  road,  which  pre< 

vieoaly  was  walled  on  both  sides ;  and  a  short  wall  at  each  end  en- 

dooes  the  entire  farm.    There  is  plenty  of  stone  on  the  land  adjacent 

the  free  use  of  which  is  allowed.     To  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  the 

Btone  from  the  quarry,  a  tram  road  has  been  laid,  along  which  the 

9 tone  for  the  erection  of  the  house  was  conveyed,  having  been  got 

by  the  men  themselves,  and  laid  on  the  building  site  ready  for  the 

iiiasons.     They  have  in  a  similar  manner  contributed  to  the  erection 

of  a  spacious  shed,  about  midway  between  the  house  and  the  quarry 

intCDiled  to  be  e)ccupied  during  inclement  weather  by  the  men  in  the 

>~ough-dressing  of  stone  for  the  numerous  out-buildings  yet  to  be 

v^ared.     Another  important  operation  performed  by  the  labourers  h 

the  ewnstruction  of  the  water-works ;  a  line  of  pipes  have  been  laieJ 

Underground  to  the  house  from  a  fine  spring  of  pure  water,  at  the 
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Partieulart  of  Ike  Cwi  of  CmHirntittg 
1  Acre  20  PoU*  of  Land^  im  18iG. 

Paid  for  plongliiag        ..      ..  XO     b     i\ 

„      digging 0     5     0 

One  bokbel  of  seed  wheat     ..070 

Planting  wheat     0    4    0 

I^iggiog  100  poles  of  gnrand    0  10    8 

Hoeing  wheat       0    2     0 

Nine  loads  of  manore  . .  • .  2  5  0 
Paid  for  carting  manure  0    0  10 

Hoeing  wheat       0    2     0 

Ploogbing  for  potatoes..  ..OHO 
Planting  22  bnshels  of  potatoes     1  13     0 

Potatoes  for  seed 11-1     0 

Planting  2  boshels  of  potatoes    0    5     0 

Paid  for  hashes 0     4     0 

Drawing  bnshes  in  rails  ..010 
Hoeing  potatoes  four  dajs  . .  0  8  0 
Moulding  up  potatoes  . .  . .  0  4  0 
Reaping  half  an  acre  of  wheat    0    G    0 

Carting  wheat       0    4    0 

Carting  hanlm  straw  ..  ..020 
Digging  105  bush,  of  potatoes     1    0    H 

Taking  wheat  in 0    4     0 

Threshing  28  bushels  of  wheat    0  12     0 

Dressing  wheat 0     1     0 

Carriage  to  market        . .      . .     0     2     0 

Rent       180 

Rales      0     1  10 


Total  cost  £18  15    0 


Alt  J  the  Produce  obtained  Iktrefnm, 

25  bushelsofpotatoes,  inferior  XO  11  3 

10  bushels  dUto,  at  2s.         . .     1  12  II 

1  bushel  ditto,  at  2s.  Od.    . .     0    2  6 

08  bushels  ditto,  at  2s.  :M.  ..  7  13  0 
40  bushels  ditto,  at  2s.        ..400 

3  bushels  ditto,  small,  at  Is.    0    3  0 

1  bushel  ditto,  at  2s.  Gd.    . .     0    2  6 

2  bushels  ditto,  at  2s.        . .     0    4  0 
25  bushels  of  wheat     . .     . .     8  10  0 

3  bushels  of  tafl 0  15  0 

Wheatstraw 1  12  0 


Value  of  produce  X25    5    3 


After  paying  rent,  rates,  manure,  seed, 
and  2s.  per  day  for  labour,  one  acre  aad 
twenty  poles  of  laud,  in  the  year  1846, 
yielded  a  clear  profit  of  Xll  lOti.  3d.,  or 
about  4s.  5d.  per  week,  and  the  amount 
paid  for  labour  in  the  course  of  this  year 
was  £0  5s.  lOd. 


Particulan  of  the  Cost  of  Cultivating 
1  Acre  20  PoUt  of  Land,  in  1847. 

Digging  100  poles  of  land  . .  XI     5  0 

1  bushel  of  seed  wheat. .      . .  0     8  0 

Planting  wheat 0     5  0 

'I  loads  of  manure  and  carriage  0  18  0 

Filling  and  spreading    . .      . .  0     1  6 

10  loads  of  manure  &  carriage  3     10 

2  days,  carting  and  spreading  0  4  0 
Digging  ground  for  potatoes  15  0 
100  cabbage  phmts  ..  ..  0  0  6 
20  bnshels  of  potatoes  . .     . .  2    0  0 

1  quart  of  beans  and  5  quarts 

of  peas      0    1  10 

5  oz.  onion  seed 0    1     0 

3  pottles  of  potatoes     . .     ..010 

200  plants      0    0  10 

3  half-pints  of  broad  beans  ..003 

2  days  digging       0    4    0 

Self  and  lad,  8  days  planting 

poUtoes     13    0 

Hoeing  wheat  three  times  ..070 
1  quart  of  kidney  beans  ..000 
I  pottle  of  potatoes  . .  . .  0  0  4 
Self  4^  days,  hoeing  potatoes  0  0  0 
Self  1  day,  moulding  potatoes  0  2  0 
Reaping  and  carrying  wheat..     0    0    G 

Digging  potatoes 12    4 

Rent       18    0 

Rates     013 


And  the  Produce  obtained  thertfrom. 

Green    pease,    cabbage,    and 

onions        «.  XO    3  3 

1  bushel  of  potatoes  •  . .  0  2  0 
170  bushels   of   potatoes,   at 

2s.  3d 19    2  6 

20  bushels  of  wheat,  at  Gs.  . .     0     0  0 

3  bushels  of  tailing  wheat    . .     0  15  0 

22  cwt.  of  wheat  straw. .      . .     1  15  0 

Stubble 0    5  U 


Total  cost  X15    0    4 


Value  of  produce  X28    3    3 


After  paying  rent,  rates,  manure,  seed, 
and  2s.  per  day  for  labour,  one  aere  and 
twenty  poles  of  land,  in  the  year  1847, 
yielded  a  clear  profit  of  X13  28.  lid.,  or 
about  58.  per  week.  Tlie  amount  paid 
for  labour  in  the  course  of  this  year  wif 
XO  178.  4d. 
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PaHienlart  of  ihe  CoU  of  CHliivatiHO  j  j  ,l    n    j         .^  •     , .. 

1  Acre  20  Poles  of  Land,  in  1848.        .       ^"^  ""^  Prodnce  obiauied  therefrom. 

Gloadf  of  manoreaod  carriage  £1  10  0       Green  pease £0    8     0 

1  day's  work 0     2  0  Beans  cabbage,  and  turnips . .     0     5     (} 

Digging  80  poles  of  ground..  10  0.1  ton  of  wheat  straw    ..      ..     1  10     0 

9  potdes  of  seed  wheat. .     . .  0     :i  0       Haulm  straw 0    5    0 

Planting  wheat  and  lime      . .  0    0  1  '  10  bushels  of  wheat      . .      . .     2  l(t    0 

41oadsofmanure  and  carriage  1     3  0  I   20  bushels  ditto 5     4    0 

Spreading  manure  and  clotting  0    3  10  '     1  bushel  ditto      0    0     0 

I^ifPng  100  poles  of  ground     1     5  0  |     i  bushel  ditto      0    3     0 

8  loads  of  manure  and  carriage  1  11  0  |     0  cwt.  of  carrots 0    0    0 

Night  soil  &  wheeling  into  field  0  14  0  2  bushels  and  44   ropes    of 

14  bushels  of  potatoes  . .      ..  1  11  0           onions       1     0     0 

Planting  potatoes 1     0  3  '  00  bushels  bad  poutoes  at  Cd.     1  14    0 

Hoeing  wheat  twice      ..      ..  0    4  0  !  70  bushels  of  potatoes,  at  3s.    11  17     0 

Hoeingand  moulding  potatoes  0    5  0  I  » — 

SquarUofpease 0    1  8  '  Value  of  Produce  ^(20    4    0 

Plants,  onion  and  carrot  seed  0    2  10  ! 

Heaping  wheat      0    8  0 

I>iggiDg  potatoes 0  18  0  | 

Threshing  wheat 0  17  0  ! 

Tmsoing  straw      0    2  0  j  After  paying  rent,  rates,  manure,  seed, 

Digging  carrota     0    1  0  j  and  2s.  per  day  for  labour,  one  acre  and 

Carting  straw 0     1  0  j  twenty  poles  of  land,  in  the  year  1848, 

Bent       180'  yielded  a  dear  profit  of  £10  189.  3d.,  or 

Poor  rate  and  highway  rate  . .  0    5  7  1  about  4s.  2d.  per  week.  The  amount  paid 

(  for  labour  in  the  course  of  this  year  waa 

Total  cost  Xld     5  0  1  £7  Is.  7d. 

The  foregoing  Notes  will  show  most  conclusively  the  beneficial 
results  arising  from  sixteen  years'  actual  practical  experience  in  the 
cultivation  of  one  acre  and  20  poles  of  land.  Having  obtained  some 
knowledge  of  the  great  advantages  that  an  industrious  labourer  may 
derive  from  the  occupation  of  two  or  three  acres  of  land,  at  a  moderate 
rent,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  such  a  plan  to  the  con- 
sideration  of  all  landowners  desirous  of  placing  the  worthy  and  Indus* 
trious  labourer,  whose  toil  gives  to  the  land  its  value,  in  a  position  he 
may  fairly  claim  to  occupy — that  of  supporting  himself  and  family 
by  his  own  industry,  without  being  exposed  to  the  withering  influence 
of  parish  relief,  or  the  still  more  dreaded  favour  of  workhouse  accom- 
modation. Alas,  for  England  I  that  her  sons  of  toil  should  be  starved 
or  pauperized,  when  their  own  energies  alone,  if  allowed  to  operate, 
^ould  speedily  place  them  in  comparative  comfort ; — raise  them  into 
customers  to  their  manufacturing  brethren,  —  make  them  useful, 
valuable,  indispensable  members  of  society ;  and,  instead  of  the  sullen, 
distrustful  pauper,  or  the  starved-out  emigrant,  we  should  see  an  in- 
dustrious peasantry,  if  not  the  chief  ornament  of  society,  yet  the 
base  on  which  it  rests,  and  the  support  of  the  whole  fabric. 

Newport  Pagnell,  May,  1840.  R.   ShePPARD. 


SMALL  ALLOTMENT  SYSTEM  IN  RUTLAND. 

The  twentieth  annual  examination  of  this  interesting  and  valuable 
work  took  place  on  the  2nd  and  drd  of  August.  We  have  had  much 
pleasure  in  giving  publicity  to  this  scheme  of  cultivation,  being  fully 
assured  of  the  importance  of  bringing  out  the  resources  of  the  soil  by 
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the  application  of  labour  according  to  the  means  of  the  ooctipaot; 
The  system  now  under  notice  was  introduced  under  rules  and  regu- 
lations by  that  well-known  *'  poor  man's  friend,"  Richard  Westbrook 
Baker,  Esq.,  of  Cottesmore,  under  whose  able  and  persevering  band 
it  has  reached  its  present  enviable  position.  Several  fields  in  differeol 
parts  of  Rutland  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Gainsborough,  the  charity 
lands  and  glebe  in  Uppingham,  Whitwell,  and  Cottesmore,  &c^  have 
been  set  out  in  three  half  roods  to  each  occupier,  and  cultivated  with 
one  straw  crop  and  two  green  crops.  An  annual  examination  haa 
taken  place  about  the  end  of  July  or  early  in  August  in  each  year,  by 
gentlemen  from  distant  parts,  who  have  awarded  premiums  for  Mod 
cultivation.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  so  many  instances  where lasd 
is  set  out  for  allotments,  without  judicious  rules  for  occupation,  IIm 
promoters,  as  well  as  the  occupiers,  are  frequently  disappointed  in 
their  expectations.  The  rotation  here  fixed  upon  will  divide  the 
working  operations  throughout  the  year,  and  be  found  yearly  to  pro- 
duce valuable  commodities  for  the  service  of  a  family,  and  will  keep 
the  land  always  in  a  proper  state  for  a  new  entry,  or  a  new  teoaii^ 
and  will  add  to  its  productive  powers.  This  particular  system  of 
Mr.  Baker's  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated,  because  it  has  stood 
the  test  of  twenty  years ;  and  year  after  year  it  has  been  reviewed  by 
some  of  the  most  eminent  agriculturists  in  the  country,  who  have  in- 
variably pronounced  it  as  the  most  perfect  scheme  that  ever  came 
under  their  notice.  The  judges  wer^— William  Mason,  Esq.,  Rigaby, 
Lincolnshire ;  William  Rimell,  Esq.,  Court  House,  Campden,  Uleo* 
cestershire;  Samuel  Cheetham,  Esq  ,  Oakham. 

During  the  examinations  there  were  present — the  Earl  and  CoantcM 
of  Gainsborough,  Lady  Victoria  Noel,  the  Viscount  Campden,  the 
Hon.  and  Revs.  Leland  Noel  and  A.  G.  Stuart,  the  Revs.  Moody, 
Steele,  Stratton,  EUioott,  &c.,  and  a  large  number  of  eminent  agri« 
culturists. 


Srelanb. 

THE  ERNE  TENANTRY. 

Among  the  titled  landlords  in  Ireland  there  are,  perhaps,  none  who 
deservedly  enjoy  a  higher  share  of  popularity  than  the  Earl  of  Erne, 
one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  this  society,  who  is  the  possessor  of 
large  estates  in  the  counties  of  Fermanagh,  Donegal,  and  Sligo.  To 
the  tenants  upon  these  properties  his  lordship  has  just  issued  the  fol- 
lowing address : — 

*<My  Friends, — Since  my  return  to  Ireland,  I  have  been  much 
occupied  in  considering  what  would  prove  the  most  effectual  means 
of  aiding  my  tenantry,  so  as  to  meet  the  great  depression  in  the 
markets,  and  thereby  give  them  a  further  proof  that  I  will  continue 
to  assist  the  industrious.  Since  it  pleased  God  to  place  me  in  my 
present  position,  I  have  earnestly  laboured  for  your  advancement, 
adopting  every  means  whereby  I  could  hope  to  benefit  you ;  while, 
with  satisfaction,  I  perceive  that  very  many  have  attended  to  my  sug- 
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^estions^  I  grieve  to  find  that  many  still  neglect  every  opportunity 
sftfforded  them  of  bettering  their  condition. 

**  To  the  idle,  I  beg.  leave  to  state  that  they  shall  have  no  further 
i  ndulgence  from  me ;  for  I  find  that  that  which  to  others  proves  kind- 
taess,  only  confirms  the  slothful  in  their  bad  habits. 

Sympathizing  as  I  do  with  the  industrious  and  improving  tenant, 
^0  such  I  shall  be  always  found  indulgent.  This  I  consider  to  be  my 
cjuty.  And  when,  through  unforeseen  misfortune,  the  industrious 
suffer,  they  shall  ever  experience  my  assistance.  We  have  embarked 
in  the  same  ship,  and  if  our  annual  voyage  be  successful,  we  shall 
vejoice  together  in  the  reward  of  our  labours. 

*<  But  if  it  please  God  still  to  visit  this  country  with  his  afflictive 
dispensations,  it  shall  be  my  pleasing  duty  to  share  with  you  the  burden 
ivhich  is  laid  upon  us,  and  thus  alleviate  your  difficulties,  and  as  far 
as  lies  in  my  power,  show  you  that  I  am  not  insensible  of  the  industry 
skill,  and  perseverance  which  you  have  shown  during  this  period  of 
agricultural  depression. 

*'I  have,  therefore,  given  instructions  to  my  agents  to  make  an 
allowance  this  year  of  25  per  cent,  to  those  who  have  paid  a  year's  rent 
within  the  last  twelve  months,  independent  of  any  sum  they  may  have 
paid  to  settle  a  year's  rent  for  the  previous  year ;  and,  with  the  view 
of  encouraging  still  further  those  who  have  adopted  an  improved 
system  of  agriculture  upon  their  farms,  I  have  directed  an  additional 
10  per  cent.,  upon  one  half  year's  rent,  to  be  given  to  tenants  holding 
under  thirty  acres  of  land,  and  who  live  by  farming  and  their  own 
industry. 

"  The  additional  allowance  will  be  given  on  presenting  to  the  agent 
a  certificate  from  the  agriculturist,  stating  that  the  cultivation  of  the 
farm  is  carried  on  upon  the  improved  system,  including  green  crops,  and 
that  the  dwelling-house  and  ofiices  are  in  proper  repair.  The  allow- 
ances are  not  to  extend  to  cases  where  land  is  held  under  an  old  lease, 
or  where  the  tenant  has  or  derives  a  beneficial  interest,  nor  will  it  be 
given  to  any  tenant  who  has  not  paid  his  year's  rent  before  the  )st  of 
January,  1850. 

"  Tenants  who  intend  applying  for  the  ten  per  cent,  allowance  must 
^nd  a  written  notice  to  the  agriculturist  before  the  1st  of  August 
next,  who  will  report  to  me  in  what  state  he  finds  their  farms. 
*'  Your  faithful  friend  and  anxious  landlord, 
•*  Crom  CttUe,  June  19."  «*  Erne. 

D&noHans  and  Subscriptions,  from  ilie  Zlsi  of  July, 
to  the  3lst  of  August,  1849. 

♦'^  Thoic  turns  to  which  (D.)  is  prefixed  arc  Donatioiu  j  all  othert  are  Annual  Sabicriptiont. 

Jr^^  X  5.   rf.  £    9,    d  , 

^*^ii  Hardy,  Esq.,  Thryberg-  Rev.  R.  L.  Cotton,  D.D.,  Pro- 

n^»^**»  n«»r  Rothertbam  (D.)  20  0    0  vost  of  Worcester  College, 

^^^sUanus       ....  (D.)  10  0    0  Oxford (D.)     500 

^.     Hargware,      Langley  W.     Sparks,      Esq.,      Crew- 

-«oase,    Abbotts     Langley,  kerne  ....     (8ndD.)    500 

B    *^!^ (!>•)  10  0    0      H.  Unwin,  Esq.,  Ham  Com- 

**•      SmiUi,    Esq.,    Horbling,  mon (D.)    5    0    0 

»ietry«ikingha»,  (6ihl).)    ^  0    0 
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MoRt  Hon.  Marquis  Kortb- 
amptOD 2 

A.  B.  St,  Leger,  Esq.,  Berkeley 
Square '2 

J.  G.  Domville,  Ksq.,  New 
Square,  IJncolu's-Inn  (D.)     2 

Mrs.  Hudson,  Wimbledon,  per 
E.  P.  Hotbaway,  Esq.,  to 
Lodging  Houses  .     .    (D.)     2 

Dowager  Lady  Hamilton, 
Baker-street 

Hon.  W.  Ashley,  St.  James's 
Palace 

Hon.  W.  Cowper,  MP.,  Ad- 
miralty     

Dr.  Quin,  Mount-street,  Gros- 
venor- square     .    .     .     .    .^ 

Messrs.  Willis,  Willis's  Booms, 
St.  James*s  Square   .    (D.) 

B.  D.  Grainger,  Esq.,  Homsey 
Lane,  Highgate     .... 

Miss  Glover,  Dougbty-street  . 
Henry     Menzics,     Esq.,    Al- 

trincbam,  near  Manchester . 
Miss  Harrison,  Weston,  near 

Sheffield 

Miss     Prince,     St.     James's 

Square 

W.    Ellis,     Esq.,     Star    and 

Garter,  Bichmond  .  .  . 
Protheroe  Smith,  Esq.,  M.D., 

Park  Lane 

General  Eden,  Hanj,  Surrey  . 
(i.   H.   Nicholson,  Esq.,   Old 

Square,  Lincoln's  Inn  .  . 
Friends  at  Coggesball,  Essex, 

per  Mr.  Doubleday  .  .  . 
Ber.  B.V.  Law,  Christian  Mat- 
ron!,  Chippenham,  Wilts  . 
Charles  Hilhouse,   Finsbury- 

place  

Lieut.  -  Col.    Palliser,    Derry 

Lasken  Fethard,  Tipperary, 

Ireland 

Bobert  JR.  A.  Hawkins,  Esq., 

Old  Square,  Lincoln's  Inn  . 
E.  Perrott,  Esq.,  Buckingham 
Bev.  £.   B.   Larken,  Burton 

Bectory,  by  Lincoln  .  .  . 
Metcalf  Larken,    Esq.,    Civil 

Service,  Bombay,  per  Bev. 

E.  B.  Larken 

E.  Calder,E8q.,  UpperWobum- 

place  

If.    Woodfall,    Esq.,    Dean's 

Yard,  Westminster     .    .    • 
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£   t.  il. 

Bev.  J.  B.  Cobharo,  Edwin- 
stone,  Ollerton,  Notts,  per 
W.  CluUon,Fsq 1     0    0 

Bev.  H.  Bigge,  Bockingham   .110 

Mrs.  Woods,  Fumival's-Inn  .110 

Mrs.  Locock,  Hertford-street, 

Mayfair 110 

Bev.  G.  Nelson,  Boddicote 
Grange,  near  Banbury,  per 
Mr.  Bushin 0  10    0 

E.  Cobb,  Esq.,  per  ditto     .     .    0  10    0 

J.  Beyuolds,  Esq.,  Boyal  Fort, 

Bristol 0  10    0 

S.  Demaiubray,  Esq.,  St.  Ger- 
maius,  Cornwall     ....     0  10    0 

J.  Martin,  Esq.,  Wymering, 
near  Portsmouth,  per  W. 
Harrison,  Esq 0  10    0 

B.  I^velt,  Esq.,  Coggesball, 
Essex,  per  Mr.  Doobleday  .    0  10    0 

J.  S.  Ortou,  Esq.,  HUl  Boad, 

St.  John's  Wood  ....    0  10    0 

Bev.  G.  Southouse,NetleyHiU, 
by  Southampton   ....    0  10    0 

W.  Sundle,  Esq.,  Wethers- 
field,  Essex,  per  Mr.  Jocelyn 
Braintrec 0  10    0 

T.  Wood,  Esq.,  Craven-street, 

Strand 0  10    0 

Bev.B.  Goodrich, Great  Saling, 

near  Braintree 0  10    0 

Friends,  per  Mr.  Jocele}iie 
Braintree     .....'.    0  10    0 

T.  Butler,  Esq.,  Bury  Lodge, 

Ilorndean,  Hants  ....    0  10    0 

J.  Taylor,  Esq.,  junior,  Col- 
chester, per  Mr.  Benliam     .    0  10    0 

T.  Catchpool,  Esq.,  Colchester, 

per  ditto 0  10    0 

S.    Hodgkinson,     Esq.,     Old 

Quebec-street 0  10    0 

W.  Price,  Esq.,   Beigate,  per 

T.  Martin,  Esq 0  10    0 

Mrs.  WDkinson,  High  Wy- 
comb 0  10    0 

Joseph  Forster,  Esq.,  Totten- 
ham    0  10    0 

Mrs.  Sweet,   Beigate,  per  T. 

Martin,  Esq 0  10    0 

Bev.  G.  N.  Woodrooffe,Somer- 
ton  Vicarage,  near  Ciren- 
cester       0  10    0 


Donation  to  Familjf  House, 
The  Misses  Jeffery  ....    4    0    0 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  SEPTEMBER, 

Exeter  Hall,  atrand. 

'Xbr  Chairman  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Members  of  the 
Committee  being  absent  from  town,  the  usual  monthly  meeting 
lias  not  been  held. 

The  three  Lodging  Houses  for  single  men  have  been  fully 
occupied ;  and  it  is  an  occasion  for  great  thankfulness  that  during 
^  season  so  remarkable  for  the  spread  of  contagion  and  fearful 
^lisease,  no  case  of  cholera,  diarrhoea,  or  fever  has  occurred  in  the 
Society's  Lodging  Houses,  or  in  the  Model  Buildings  during 
^he  past  month. 


THE  TONBRIDGE  WELLS  ASSOCIATION. 

On  MoDday,  the  first  of  the  present  month,  the  first  annual  meeting 
of  the  Tonbridge  Wells  Association  was  h^d  in  the  public  room  at 
tJie  Com  Exchange.  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Ashley  presided,  and 
^poke  with  great  feeling  and  effect  on  the  ravages  of  cholera,  of  which, 
^a  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Health,  his  lordship  had  been  cognizant, 
^nd  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  plans  of  the  society  in  preventing 
the  spread  of  that  fearful  disease  by  improving  the  social  condition  of 
the  poor.  The  meeting  was  respectably  attended,  and  we  hope  to  give 
a  fall  report  of  the  proceedings  in  our  next  number. 

Na  l«XT.  L 
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THE  FERTILITY  OF  ALLOTMENTS.  .  <; 

T«  foUowiog  letter  frop  Captain  Maioni  R.Km  Oiu^of  Iht  okl^ 
suliscribers  to  the  Labourer's  Friend  Society,  wul  be  read  with  m 
terest,  as  showing  the  great  fruitfulness  of  allotment  cultivation  :^« 

«  Dear  Sir, — I  think  the  following  statement  may  be  interesUng, 
as  tending  to  prove  still  farther,  the  superiority  of  the  spade  over  the 
plough.  Some  time  during  the  last  year  I  gave  you  an  instance  ot 
one  of  my  allotment  tenants  obtaining  at  the  rate  of  twelve  sacks 
of  wheat  to  the  acre;  whilst  on  the  other  side  of  the  I|edgi»|  but 
six  (at  most)  could  be  raised  after  the  plough;  but  in  that  instance 
there  was  no  particular  mode  of  culture. 

"  In  the  present  instance  a  man  (not  one  of  my  tenants)  has  produced 
at  the  rate  of  thirteen  sacks  to  the  acre.  The  ground  had  previoosly 
been  planted  with  cabbage.  He  did  not  manure  it ;  dug  it  only  Jour 
inches  deep,  and  dibbled  it,  dropping  in  onfy  one  seed  into  eaoh  dibble* 
The  wheat  was  tillered  out,  averaging  about  thirty  stalks  to  each  grthli 
but  as  many  as  forty-five  have  been  counted.  Nothing  farther  hM 
been  done  but  the  usual  hoeings,  and  the  result  is,  as  I  before  saldt 
at  the  rate  of  thirteen  sacks  per  acre  I  !  and  yet  our  soil  is  not  com* 
sidered  favourable  for  wheat,  though  particularly  so  for  barley  and 
turnips.     How  is  this  to  be  accounted  for  ? 

"  Believe  me,  very  truly  yours,  H.  B.  Mason.^ 

« Yately,  Hartfordbridge,  Hants,  Sept.  10, 1849." 


SAVINGS'  BANK  ANNUITIES. 
CoNSiDBRABLB  attention  having  been  recently  given  to  the  mbjeet  of 
a  suitable  provision  for  old  age,  especially  at  the  late  meeting  of  thie 
Domestic  Servants'  Provident  Institution,  of  which  we  gave  an  ac« 
count  in  a  previous  number,  we  take  leave  to  republish,  for  the 
more  general  information  of  our  readers  on  this  interesting  topic»  an 
article  which  appeared  in  our  magazine  in  August,  1839 : — 

<'  A  new  branch  has  recently  been  added,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
legislature,  to  the  operations  of  savings'  banks,  by  which,  if  it  were 
generally  adopted,  the  system  would  be  rendered  complete.  The. ob- 
ject of  the  formation  of  savings'  bank  annuities  is  to  enable  any  per- 
son above  the  age  of  fifteen  to  purchase,  by  the  paymenl  of  a  oeitaia 
sum  in  the  first  instance,  or  by  weekly,  monthly,  quarterly,  or  yearly 
instalments,  an  annuity  of  not  less  than  four  pounds,  nor  exceeding 
twenty  pounds,  to  commence  at  any  age  the  purchaser  may  wish. 

<<  The  transactions  are,  in  general,  to  be  conducted  through  the 
medium  of  savings'  banks;  but  in  places  where  such  institutione  do 
not  exist,  the  business  of  an  annuity  fund  may  be  managed  by  a 
society  established  for  the  purpose,  provided  the  clergyman  of  the 
parish,  or  a  resident  justice  of  the  peace,  be  one  of  the  trustees. 

"  The  rules  of  every  such  society  must  be  transmitted  to  the  certify- 
ing barrister,  who  will  immediately  furnish  the  managers  with  the 
necessary  forms,  together  with  the  system  of  book-keeping,  and  any 
further  information  that  may  be  specially  applied  for.  The  necessary 
tables  &c.  have  been  calculated  by  Mr.  Finlayson,  and  are  published 
by  authority. 
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<<  Every  possible  facility  is  afforded  by  law  to  enable  the  purchasers 
of  savings'  bank  annuities  to  reap  the  full  benefit  of  their  produce. 
The  treasurer  and  paid  officers  are  required  to  give  security  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  their  trust ;  and  no  stamp  duty  or  charge  of 
any  kind  is  exacted  from  the  annuitants,  excepting  a  fee  of  two 
ihUlinga  and  sixpence  on  admission,  and  a  contribution  of  one  shilling 
MinaaUy  towards  the  expenses  of  the  institution.  Upon  the  death  of 
the  person  on  whose  life  the  annuity  depended,  a  sum  equal  to  one- 
foorib  part  of  the  annuity  will  be  payable  to  the  party  interested,  or 
(sappoaing  the  annuity  to  be  on  his  own  life)  to  his  executors.  If  a 
porobaaer  ia  unable  to  continue  the  payment  of  his  instalments,  he 
may  at  any  time,  on  giving  three  months'  notice,  receive  back  the 
whole  of  the  money  he  has  paid,  though  without  interest ;  and  if  the 
puTcbaser  of  a  deferred  annuity  die  before  the  time  arrives  at  which 
the  aniiQity  is  to  commence,  the  whole  of  the  money  he  has  actually 
qontributed  will  be  returned  to  his  family  without  deduction. 

<<  The  advantages,  and,  above  all,  the  security  of  this  plan,  to  the 
industrious  classes  in  general,  and  to  domestic  servants  in  particular, 
greatly  exceed  any  which  can  be  given  by  benefit  societies,  and  even 
those  wbioh  attend  the  deposit  of  savings  in  the  ordinary  manner» 
since  a  much  smaller  payment  will  suffice  to  ensure  an  adequate  pro- 
vision for  old  age. 

<<  A  mechanic,  in  good  employ,  earning  twenty  or  thirty  shillings  a 

week,  might  easily  contrive  to  put  by  three  shillings  and  sixpence 

weekly  from  the  age  of  twenty-five  to  forty-five,  and  for  this  sum 

be  might  enjoy  the  certainty  of  receiving  twenty  pounds  a  year 

from  the  age  of  forty -five  for  the  remainder  of  his  days.     Or>  if  a 

doneatic  servant  or  labouring  man  would  determine  to  lay  by,  on  the 

^verage^  three  or  four  pounds  annually  in  the  interval  between  his 

twentieth  and  his  fortieth  years,  he  might,  at  the  expiration  of  that 

periodt  purchase,  with  his  accumulated  savings,  an  annuity,  to  com- 

menoe  at  the  age  of  sixty,  which  would  support  him,  in  comfort  and 

independence  during  the  season  of  infirmity  and  decline.  The  records 

€if  the  Exeter  Bank  have  proved  that  such  savings  are  practicable  in 

every  rank  of  society  excepting  the  very  lowest.    Were  they  uni- 

^Versally  made,  where  would  be  the  necessity  for  our  almshouses  and 

CMir  workhouses  for  the  aged  and  infirm  ?  A  miserable  asylum  do  they 

ctfer  at  the  best,  even  where  fairly  earned  by  a  life  of  laborious  in-  • 

clnstry ;  and  such  as  they  are,  how  few  can  obtain  them  ! 

^  The  following  extracts  and  tables  are  taken  from  a  pamphlet  en- 
titled, **  Instructions  for  the  Establishment  of  Parochial  Societies  for 
granting  Government  Annuities,  &c.,"  which  may  be  had  gratis  on 
Application  to  John  Tidd  Pratt,  Esq. 

**  By  the  SUt.  drd.  Wm.  4th,  c.  14,  it  is  enacted,  '<  That  it  shall  and 
xxiay  be  lawful  for  any  two  trustees  or  managers  of  a  savings'  bank, 
legally  established,  to  receive  from  any  depositor  in  the  said  savings' 
l^nk,  or  other  person  whom  the  said  trustees  or  managers  shall  think 
^^ntitled  to  become  a  depositor  in  a  savings'  bank,  any  sum  or  sums 
ol  money  for  the  purchase  of  immediate  or  deferred  life  annuities,  or  of 
immediate  or  deferred  annuities  for  a  certain  limited  term  of  years ; 
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such  annuities  to  be  contracted  for  by  any  two  of  the  said  trustees  or 
managers  on  behalf  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  reduction  of  the 
National  Debt,  and  to  be  charged  and  chargeable  upon  the  confloli- 
dated  fund  of  the  United  Kingdom,  under  the  limitations,  restrictioDS, 
and  regulations  in  the  said  Act  expressed ;"  and  by  the  27th  section 
it  is  enacted,  '<  That  in  any  parish  or  place  in  the  United  BAnffdom 
where  no  savings'  bank  is  legally  established  under  the  provisions  of 
the  9th  Geo.  4th,  c.  92,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  anj 
persons  in  such  parish  or  place  to  establish  a  society  for  carrying  the 
provisions  of  this  act  into  execution,  provided  that  the  rector^  or  mMr, 
or  minister  of  the  parish  for  the  time  being,  or  a  resident  justice  ^  ike 
peace,  shall  be  one  of  the  trustees  of  any  such  society  ;  and  provided 
also  that  all  the  provisions  of  the  9th  Geo.  4th,  c.  92,  and  of  this  Act, 
in  as  far  as  the  same  can  or  may  be  applicable,  shall  apply  to  tlie 
trustees  and  managers  of  any  such  society  to  be  formed  for  the  par- 
poses  of  this  Act,  and  to  the  parties  purchasing  such  annuities  herein 
mentioned,  and  to  the  rules  and  regulations  to  be  made  for  carrying 
the  same  into  effect." 

"  The  Stat,  drd  Wm.  4thy  c.  14,  was  framed  with  the  view  of  en- 
baling  the  industrious  classes  to  purchase,  by  the  payment  of  a  certain 
sum  in  the  first  instance,  or  by  annual  instalments,  an  annuityi  to 
commence  at  any  age  the  purchaser  may  please ;  and  may  be  either 
immediate  or  deferred,  for  life  or  for  a  term  of  years. 

"  No  unnecessary  expenses  are  incurred  in  the  management,  which 
is  wholly  gratuitous  ;  the  trustees  and  managers  acting  as  the  agents 
of  government,  the  amount  of  the  annuity  to  be  purchased  cannot  be 
less  than  four  pounds  or  more  than  twenty  pounds*  per  annum,  and  is 
secured  by  government.  No  annuity  can  be  contracted  for  on  the  life 
of  a  person  under  the  age  of  fifteen.  The  money  to  be  paid  may  be 
either  in  one  sum  in  the  first  instance,  or  by  weekly,  monthly,  quarterly, 
or  yearly  payments,  as  may  suit  the  convenience  of  the  purchaser. 

'<  The  amount  of  the  money  paid  down,  or  of  the  yearly  instalmentey 
will  of  course  depend  upon  the  age  of  the  party,  and  the  time  when 
he  wishes  the  annuity  to  commence.  The  annuity  is  payable  half- 
yearly — viz.,  on  the  26th  of  January,  and  the  6th  of  July,  or  the  5th 
of  April  and  10th  of  October.  But  if  a  party  wish  to  have  the 
annuity  payable  quarterly,  he  may  effect  his  object  by  purchasing 
one-half  payable  in  January  and  July,  and  the  other  in  April  and 
October.  Provisions  are  also  made  for  enabling  the  party  to  make 
his  annual  payments,  or  receiving  the  annuity  at  any  other  society 
than  the  one  at  which  the  contract  was  originally  entered  into.  Upon 
the  death  of  the  person  on  whose  life  the  annuity  depended,  a  anm 
equal  to  one  fourth  part  of  the  said  annuity  (over  and  above  all  half- 
yearly  arrears  thereof  respectively)  will  be  payable  to  the  person  or 
persons  entitled  to  such  annuity,  or  his,  her,  or  their  executors  or 
administrators,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  provided  such  last-mentioned 
payments  shall  be  claimed  within  two  years  after  such  decease,  but 
not  otherwise  ;  provided,  also,  that  the  fourth  part  of  any  expired  life 
annuity,  payable  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  will  not  be 

*  The  limit  has  since  been  extended  to  thirty  pounds. 
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payable,  nor  be  paid  upon,  or  iu  respect  of,  any  deferred  life  annvity^ 
ame»  one  half  yearly  payment  of  such  deferred  life  annuity,  shall 
have  been  actually  paid  or  become  due  at  the  time  of  the  decease  of 
the  nominee.  Independently  of  the  advantages  which  are  thus 
afforded  to  the  industrious  classes  to  obtain,  by  small  payments,  a 
certain  provision  in  old  age,  or  at  any  other  stated  period,  secured  hy 
<fOvemmentf  and  of  which  they  cannot  be  deprived  on  account  of 
miscalculation,  the  tables  of  contributions  have  been  so  calculated, 
that  if  the  purchaser  of  a  deferred  life  annuity  die  before  Uie  time  arrives 
at  which  the  annuity  is  to  commence^  the  whole  of  the  money  he  has 
actually  contributed  will  be  returned,  without  any  deduction,  to  his 
family.  And  if  it  does  not  exceed  50/.,  it  is  not  necessary  that  pro- 
bate or  letters  of  administration  should  be  taken  out.  But  if  he  has 
left  a  will,  or  administration  is  taken  out,  no  stamp  or  legacy  duty  is 
payable  in  respect  of  the  sum  so  returnable,  if  the  whole  estate,  Stc, 
of  the  member  is  under  50/.  And  again,  if  a  purchaser  is  incapable 
of  continuing  the  payment  of  his  yearly  instalments,  he  may  at  any  time, 
upon  giving  three  months'  notice,  receive  bach  the  whole  of  the  inoney 
he  has  paid.  No  annuity  granted  will  be  subject  or  liable  to  any 
taxes,  &c. ;  nor  can  the  same  be  transferred  or  assigned,  but  must 
continue  to  be  the  property,  or  be  received  for  the  benefit  of  the 
party  by  or  for  whom  it  was  purchased ;  but  in  case  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy or  insolvency  of  the  purchaser  of  an  annuity,  the  same  is 
to  be  re-purchased  by  the  commissioners  at  a  valuation  according  to 
the  tables  upon  which  the  annuity  was  originally  granted,  and  the 
money  will  be  paid  to  the  assignee  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors. 

'*  In  order  to  establish  a  society  under  the  provisions  of  the  above 
statute,  the  first  step  to  be  taken  is  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  pers6ns  who 
niay  be  desirous  of  forming  it,  and  at  such  meeting  to  appoint  the  trus- 
tees, treasurer,  managers,  and  secretary,  and  to  prepare  a  set  of  rules. 
<'  Rules  have  been  framed  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  statute; 
but  such  other  rules  for  the  management,  Sfc, ,  may  be  added,  or  such  altera' 
^Ums  made  in  them,  as  the  parties  forming  the  society  may  thinh  proper, 
**  The  rules,  when  agreed  upon  by  the  trustees  and  managers,  must 
t>e  written  on  parchment,  and  signed  by  two  of  the  trustees,  and 
transmitted    to    John    Tidd    Pratt,   Esq.,   the    barrister-at-law   ap- 
l^ointed  to  certify  the  rules  of  savings'  banks,  London,  for  his  certi- 
^cate  that  they  are  in  conformity  to  law  and  with  the  provisions 
of  the   Act  drd  Wm.  IV.,  c.  14 ;   and,  when  so  certified,  must  be 
^ent,  with  a  duplicate  copy,  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  county, 
^c.,  in  which  the  parish  or  place  is  situate,  for  the   purpose   of 
l^ing  enrolled  at  the  ensuing  quarter  sessions ;  when  enrolled,  the 
^nplicate  copy  will  be  returned  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace.     A  copy 
^fthe  rules  on  parchment,  with  the  certificate  of  two  trustees  that  they 
^kave  been  duly  certified  and  enrolled,  and  that  one  of  the  trustees  is 
^Ae  rector,  Sfc,  of  the  parish,  or  a  justice  of  the  peace  resident  in  the 
,^!^arish  must  be  transmitted  to  tlie  commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the 
-National  Debt,  Old  Jewry,  London,  and  the  necessary  forms,  &c.,  with 
X,he  system  of  book-keeping,  will  be  immediately  forwarded  to  the 
trustees,  to  enable  them  to  open  an  account  with   the  said  commis- 
<»ioncrs  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  Act." 
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In  the  pamphlet  above  referred  to,  tables  are  published  for  erery 
year,  commencing  at  the  defined  period  of  fifteen  up  to  siiLty-ftre 
years,  of  which  the  following  ar<;  given  as  a  specimen  : — 
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THE  MARSEILLES  SOCIETY  OF  THE  FRIENDS  OF 
THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

Thb  following  letter  and  prospectus  from  Marseilles  will  be  interestr 
log  to  our  readers,  as  showing  the  extended  usefulness  and  influence 
of  the  operations  of  the  society  :*- 

(COPT.) 

ManeiUes,  July,  1849. 
Sift, — ^I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  read  the  interesting  report,  pub- 
lished by  your  committee  on  the  30th  of  last  January,  respecting  th6 
present  and  future  condition  of  the  working  classes  in  England. 

Convinced  of  the  good  which  could  be  done,  especially  under  pre- 
sent political  circumstances,  by  the  wealthy  classes  in  France,  con- 
secrating a  small  portion  of  their  abundance  to  ameliorate  the  moral 
mnd  religious  condition  of  the  working  classes,  by  procuring  for  them 
s  material  well-being,  as  regards  comfortable  dwellings,  I  endeavoured 
«  short  time  after  the  Revolution  of  1848  to  establish  at  Marseilles  a 
society  for  that  purpose.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  handing  to  your 
committee  a  copy  of  our  regulations. 

Unfortunately,  religious  feeling  crept  in,  and  paralyzed  our  efforts  ; 
liut  We  entertain  the  hope  that  by  perseverance,  and  with  the  blessing 
of  Him  who  "judges  the  cause  of  the  poor  and  needy,"  we  may,  at 
length,  realise  the  necessary  sum  for  commencing  our  first  establidh- 
ment,  which  is  destined  to  lodge  150  unmarried  workmen. 

We  also  propose  to  construct  a  building  for  married  workmen  ;  but 
in  order  for  us  to  go  on,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  give  me  an 
account  of  the  plans  which  your  experience  has  enabled  you  to  in- 
troduce into  the  house  mentioned  in  your  excellent  report  I  should 
be  thankful  if  you  would  kindly  furnish  me  with  the  plans  of  your 
principal  enterprise  in  London — viz.,  the  model  house  for  families. 

The  public  spirit  and  benevolence  which  animates  English  archi- 
tects leads  me  to  hope  that  my  request  will  not  be  deemed  improper. 
I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  add  to  it  any  documents  which 
could  give  us  an  idea,  both  as  to  your  economical  arrangements,  in 
regard  to  the  material  well-being  of  the  labourers,  and  especially  as 
to  jour  plans  for  improving  their  moral  and  religious  condition. 

I  have  still  another  favour  to  ask  of  your  committee — viz.,  permis- 
sion to  tender  to  them  an  account  of  the  progress  and  results  which,, 
with  the  help  of  the  Lord,  our  society  may  obtain. 

Receive,  &c.  &c., 

Vauchbr  Crsmieux. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  Improving  the 
Condition  of  the  Labouring  Clasiesi  &c. 


mOSPBOTtS  OP  THB  SOCIBTY  OP  THB  P1IIBNDS  OF  THE  WORKING 
CLASSES  At  MARSEILLES. 

The  object  which  this  society  has  in  view,  is  not  to  procure  assist- 
ance for  the  poor  laboured  of  our  city.    The  charity  of  our  wealthy 
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classes,  so  active  and  prompt  in  replying  to  the  appeak  which  are 
made  to  them,  has  long  since  provided  for  the  wants  of  the  poorest 
portion  of  our  population ;  but  true  philanthropy  ought  not  to  8t<^ 
here.  Our  real  object,  therefore,  is  to  improve,  first,  their  phj8ical» 
and  then  their  moral  condition.  Many  among  our  labourers,  without 
having  recourse  to  public  charity,  are,  nevertheless,  far  from  eDJoying 
in  their  physical  existence  that  comfort  and  economy  which  would 
give  them  the  inclination  as  well  as  the  possibility  of  elevating  them- 
selves in  an  intellectual  point  of  view,  and  thus  enable  themselves  to 
occupy  that  position  which  our  republican  institutions  henceforth 
assign  them. 

The  present  regime^  or  management,  under  which  the  working 
classes  of  our  numerous  manufactories  are  placed,  obliges  them  to 
rest  contented  with  very  confined  dwellings,  which,  besides  being 
rendered  unwholesome  through  the  absence  of  air  and  deanllpiieM^ 
are,  nevertheless,  comparatively  expensive.  The  food  which  oar 
labourers  eat  is  hardly  more  wholesome  or  inviting  than  their  lodging. 
Thus,  from  these  daily  privations  often  arise  that  need  of  noisy  en- 
joyments which  lead  them,  at  the  expense  of  health  and  morality^  to 
squander  on  the  sabbath  the  savings  of  the  week. 

Without  waiting  for  that  amelioration  which  may  result  to  the 
working  classes  from  the  theories  more  or  less  applicable,  which  have 
been  put  forth  respecting  the  organization  of  labour,  our  socie^ 
desires  to  arrive  at  that  end,  by  the  system  of  association  very  simply 
applied  to  every-day  life. 

The  plan  we  propose  consists  in  the  construction,  under  particular 
conditions,  of  extensive  buildings  destined  to  lodge  single  individuals 
and  families.  The  establishments  of  this  kind,  already  founded  in 
England  and  the  United  States,*  have  produced  the  best  results  in 
favour  of  the  labourers  received  into  them,  and  have  afforded  a  re- 
munerating interest  to  the  shareholders  who  have  invested  capital  in 
them.  We  consider  it  superfluous  to  enter  into  general  considerations 
respecting  the  advantages  which  these  establishments  ought  to  pro- 
duce. The  reader  will  appreciate  them  more  strongly  when  be  he- 
comes  acquainted  with  the  details,  which  we  are  about  to  give,  of  the 
project  we  wish  to  carry  into  execution  at  Marseilles. 

In  order  to  simplify  the  society's  first  enterprise,  wc  shall,  at  pre- 
sent, confine  ourselves  to  the  construction  of  a  single  huilding  for 
lodging,  for  example,  360  unmarried  workmen.  According  to  the 
estimate  annexed  to  this  prospectus,  and  the  plans  which  have  been 
drawn  out,  the  building,  disposed  into  three  parts,  would  be  sur- 
rounded by  a  garden,  where  the  inhabitants  of  the  house  could  walk 
and  enjoy  themselves  during  their  leisure  hours.  On  the  ground 
floor  would  be  a  porter,  whose  duty  would  consist  in  preserving 
order;  a  lodging  for  the  steward  of  the  house;  two  large  eating- 
rooms,  which  would  also  serve  for  assembling-rooms ;  a  kitchen,  with 
its  provision  stores  ;  a  laundry ;  and,  lastly,  rooms  with  hot  and  cold 
baths.     The  four  upper  stories  would  be  divided  into  360  rooms, 

*  PriiicipaUjr  iu  tUe  industrious  town  of  Lowe),  near  Boston. 
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2x3^  fruftres,  (about  6^  x  11^  feet)  The  furniture  of  these  rooms 
would  coDBist  of  an  iron  bedstead,  with  mattrass  and  straw  bed,  two 
cbairsy  and  a  convenient  table,  with  zinc  wash-band  basin.  Between 
two  ranges  of  rooms  there  would  be  a  large  corridor,  at  the  end  of 
which  there  would  be  some  water-closets  for  each  story.  These 
would  be  lighted  during  the  night  until  midnight,  which  might  be  the 
r^ular  hour  for  closing  the  establishment. 

The  steward  would  be  charged  with  the  custody  and  preservation 
of  the  furniture  and  house-linen,  which  would  be  washed  in  the  esta- 
blishment. The  tenants  would  be  responsible  for  any  damage  done 
by  themselves.     This  would  be  an  established  regulation. 

Each  room  would  be  let  by  the  month  or  half-niontb,  and  the  rent 
would  be  payable  in  advance.  Each  tenant  would  also  be  required 
to  signify  to  the  steward,  eight  days  in  advance,  his  intention  to  pro- 
long or  cUscontinue  his  residence  in  the  house. 

For  the  rent  paid  to  the  society,  the  tenants  would  receive  a  sepa- 
rate»  healthy,  and  commodious  lodging ;  a  hot  or  cold  bath,  at  plea- 
sure, daily  ;  the  use  of  the  eating-rooms,  which  would  be  warmed  in 
winter ;  also  the  use  of  a  kitchen,  with  its  stores ;  of  a  laundry,  with 
its  stove  for  drying  their  linen  or  garments ;  and,  lastly,  of  an  in- 
firmary for  serious  illnesses.  The  baths  would  be  a  small  expense  to 
the  society  from  the  manner  in  which  they  would  arrange  the  kitchen 
fire-places,  and  because  the  municipal  corporation  would,  doubtless^ 
allow  the  free  use  of  water. 

francs. 
The  estimate  annexed  to  this  notice  appears  at   .     233,000 
The  cost  of  land  and  of  construction,  the  purchase 
of  furniture  and  house-linen 38,000 


Total     .     .     .f.271,000 


By  taking  from  this  amount  1 0  per  cent,  for  interest 
of  capital,  wear  and  tear  of  furniture,  unlet 
rooms,  and  diminished  value  and  rents,  we  have       27,1 00 

To  which,  if  we  add  for  salaries  to  steward  and 

porter,  gas,  bleaching  of  linen,  kc 5,300 

We  shall  arrive  at  the  sum  total  of f.  32,400 


[In  English  money  this  would  be  about,  say,  £1300.] 

Tbos  affording  to  the  shareholders  a  reasionable  rate  of  interest  for: 
their  capital,  a  compensation  for  the  risks  which  they  may  incur  by 
the  enterprise  and  the  expenses  with  which  they  may  be  charged. 
This  sum  of  32,400  francs  is  equivalent  to  a  rent  of  7  francs  50  cents 
a  month  for  each  of  the  360  rooms  of  the  establishment.  We  think, 
that  it  would  be  advisable  to  establish  a  graduated,  scale  of  prices  for 
the  different  stories,  so  that  the  poorest  labourers,  as  well  as  those 
who  are  in  better  circumstances,  may  find  a  lodging  suited  to  their 
means. 
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Under  tlie  preieDt  state  of  tbiog%  the  labouren  who  wish  to  lodge 
siDgly,  hare  to  ptj  from  10  to  12  frenee  a  moath  lor  a  rooH  te  trhieh 
they  can  hardly  find  space  for  a  chair  besides  their  bed,  and  which 
has  also  an  aperture  too  small  to  admit  fresh  air.  The  poecer  pay 
from  5  to  6  francs  a  month  for  part  of  a  bed,  in  a  room  containing 
four  or  fire  persons,  in  which  they  enjoy  no  Isind  of  conrenience  or 
propriety. 

One  may  form  an  idea,  by  comparison  with  the  above  prices,  and 
especially  with  the  amount  of  good  they  procure,  of  the  benefits 
which  our  establishment  ought  to  bestow  on  the  labouring  classes  ; 
and,  doubtless,  as  soon  as  its  advantages  become  known,  the  applica- 
tions for  admission  will  far  exceed  the  number  of  rooms  to  let.  This 
is  what  has  taken  place  wherever  similar  establishments  have  been 
founded. 

We  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  reduce  the  income  of  the 
shareholders  in  order  to  lower  the  rate  of  the  rents  already  so  low. 
We  consider  that,  in  a  case  where,  after  a  year's  experience,  the 
society  could  give  up  a  portion  of  its  profit,  the  most  Judicious 
method  of  employing  it  would  be  by  increasing  some  of  the  means  of 
instruction  offered  to  the  tenants,  by  increasing  their  comfort,  or 
even  by  devoting  it  to  some  charitable  object. 

As  regurds  food,  and  the  washing  of  their  linen,  we  think  it  more 
advisable  that  the  tenants  should  form  an  association  among  them^ 
selves  to  attend  to  those  particulars.  This  system  will  enable  them 
by  the  purchase,  in  large  quantities,  of  provisions,  and  by  their  pre- 
paration on  a  large  scale,  to  realise  a  great  saving  of  expense  on  the 
cost  of  their  meals.  It  will  also  have  the  advantage  of  leaving  them 
at  liberty  to  choose  for  themselves  the  times,  substance,  and  price  of 
their  meals,  without  which  the  society  would  lie  open  to  the  reproach 
of  speculation  as  regards  this  article,  which,  in  a  different  way,  is 
quite  as  important  as  lodging. 

Without  wishing  to  express  any  decisive  opinion  as  to  the  method 
of  carrying  into  execution  the  objects  of  this  society,  we  think  it 
proper,  nevertheless,  to  reply  beforehand  to  the  objections  which  may 
be  made,  and  to  point  out  what  appears  to  us  the  most  suitable 
method  of  working  them  out. 

The  steward  of  the  society  would  be  its  accountable  agent  He 
would  be  under  the  surveillance  of  a  directing  committee,  composed 
of  three  or  five  members,  appointed  by  election  for  the  space  of  a 
year  or  six  months. 

The  advances  for  the  purchase  of  kitchen  utensils,  plates,  dishes, 
and  provisions,  would  be  made  by  the  society  to  the  community. 
The  directing  committee  would  regulate,  in  conjunction  with  the 
steward,  and  at  the  commencement  of  each  month,  the  price  of  the 
meals,  so  as  to  leave  to  the  community,  for  example,  a  certain  gain 
of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  outlay.  Each  labourer  should  pay  for  his 
meals  every  day,  or  at  the  end  of  the  week.  The  same  course  would 
be  adopted  as  regards  the  washing  of  their  linen,  for  which  ther 
would  pay  according  to  a  fixed  rate.  A  balance  would  be  struck 
every  six  months,  and  would  serve  to  fix  the  amount  of  gain  as 
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jegards  food  and  washing.  The  accounts  would  be  submitted  by  the 
steward  and  the  directing  committee  to  the  approval  of  a  general 
meeting  of  the  tenants. 

Half  of  thb  gain  would  be  divided  amongst  those  tenants  who 
shall  have  made  an  uninterrupted  stay  in  the  house  of  at  least  six 
months,  or  it  should  be  placed  in  their  name  in  the  savings  bank. 
The  remaining  half  would  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  objects  of 
general  utility,  such  as  medicines  for  the  infirmary,  of  which  anon ; 
books,  &c.  &c.  By  this  plan  the  community  would  never  find  itself 
a  loser  in  respect  of  the  food  which  would  be  supplied  to  its  members. 
Those  who  remained  more  than  six  months  in  the  establisbment 
ought,  reasonably,  to  enjoy  some  advantages,  in  which  those  who 
made  but  a  short  stay  would  not  participate.  These  last  would^ 
nevertheless^  obtain  good  food  at  a  price  manifestly  lower  than  at  the 
ordinaries  where  they  now  take  their  meals. 

We  ought  to  remark  here,  that  the  price  of  the  meals,  furnished  on 
behalf  of  the  community,  will  consist  only  of  the  purchase  and  pre- 
paration of  the  food,  together  with  the  use  of  plates,  dishesi  and  other 
utensils,  without  being  increased  by  what  the  eating-house  keepers 
charge  in  order  to  pay  the  rents  of  their  kitchens  and  eating-ro&ns. 
This  charge  is  given  up  to  the  community,  it  being  comprised,  for 
the  sake  oT  simplicity,  in  the  rent.  Had  it  been  deducted  from  the 
rents,  they  would,  perhaps,  have  been  reduced  to  6  francs  50  cents  a 
moDtli. 

We  have  said  above  thai  the  society  would  allow  the  tenants  the 
use  of  an  infirmarv,  for  which  no  extra  charge  would  be  made,  as  it 
would  enter  into  dae  rents.  But  they  would  have  to  collect  monthly 
sttbecripUons  in  order  to  procure  the  assistance  of  a  medical  roan,  and 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  overseers  {ir\firmiers\  and  also  to  provide 
for  the  purchase  of  medicines.  Labourers,  so  often  exposed  to  acci- 
dents and  dangerous  illnesses,  would  thus  find,  at  a  very  trifling 
expense,  that  prompt  assistance  and  watchful  care  which  they  cannot 
now  procure. 

We  believe  we  have  given  in  this  detail  of  the  plan  of  the  society 
a  sufficient  idea  of  the  benefits  which  it  ought  to  procure  for  the 
working  classes  in  a  physical  point  of  view.  The  benefits  which  it 
would  vibrd,  morally  and  intellectually^  are  not  less  great  i  andit  is, 
perhaps,  under  this  aspect,  that  we. are  desirous  of  introducing  it  into 
Marseilles.  We  shall  conclude  this  prospectus,  already  too  long,  by 
observing  how  very  useful  it  Would  be,  under  existing  circumstances, 
to  create,  by  building  them,  some  work  for  a  large  number  of  oor 
labourers  of  all  kinds. 

VAueBttt  CltZlllttTX, 
MirtfiUet,  AjrU  U,  I84fi  SecreUwy  of  the  OtmmUtee. 


THE  DUKE  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND'S  COTTAGE& 
We  are  happy  to  say  that  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  is  at  pre- 
lent  expending  a  sum  of  20,000^.  in  improving  the  cottages  of  the' 
tenantry  on  his  estates.-i-i2iKt?We  Times. 
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LODGINGS  FOR  LABOURERS— LETTER  FROM 
ARMAND  COURTOIS. 

The  following  interesting  extract  from  a  letter  received  by  Josiah 
Foster,  Esq.  of  Tottenham,  has  been  laid  before  the  Committee  by 
the  honorary  architect  to  the  Society  : — 

"  Touloua6,  July  27,  1840. 

<<  My  Dear  Friend, — Our  Consistory  having  received  a  legacy  of 
1200/.,  has  bought  a  very  large  house  and  garden  in  one  of  our 
suburbs  on  the  road  of  Bayonne,  with  the  intention  of  making  of  it  a 
house  to  lodge  the  poor, 

'<  Our  intention  then  is  to  have  a  house  on  the  plan  of  those  which 
the  English  have  established,  and  which  do  so  much  good  to  the  poor 
classes  of  society;  but  before  making  our  regulations,  we  wish  to 
know  how  those  houses  are  directed  in  England.  We  have  been 
requested  by  our  friends  to  inquire,  and  to  procure  a  report  oo  the 
subject  Could  your  dear  friend  get  for  us  the  regulations  of  thoee 
houses,  and  give  us  your  advice  how  we  are  to  act.  We  are  very 
inexperienced,  and  need  directions  from  those  who  know  those  ques- 
tions better  than  we  do.  We  hope  you  will  kindly  answer  our  letter 
as  soon  as  possible.  If  the  papers  you  have  to  send  are  too  volumi- 
nous to  be  forwarded  in  a  letter,  pray  send  them  by  diligence,  via 
Paris,  to  Messrs.  J.  Monod  freres,  Havre,  or  Mr.  Liedker,  Libraire 
Protestante  in  Paris,  rue  Trouchon,  No.  2. 

«*  We  beg  you  to  excuse  the  trouble  we  are  about  to  give  you ;  we 
know  you  will  willingly  think  of  the  affair,  as  it  concerns  a  good  work» 
which^  if  well  undertaken,  may  do  good,  and  induce  others  to  buHd 
houses  of  the  same  kind ;  but  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
establbh  good  regulations,  to  maintain  order  and  morality  in  such  a 
house. 

*^  We  understand  that  at  Hamburgh  they  have  done  much  good.'* 
"  My  Dear  Friend,  &c.  &c.'* 

(Signed)  Armand  Coubtois. 


PROPOSED  ALLOTMENTS,  &c.,  IN  THE  PARISH 
OF  HITCHAM. 

{Abridged  from  an  address  hy  Oie  Rector,) 
In  order  to  avoid  those  misapprehensions  and  mistakes  which   so 
commonly  arise  whenever  new  plans  are  proposed,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  laying  the  following  statement  before  the  parish. 

The  feoffees  of  our  charity  lands  have  consented  to  let  to  me  six- 
teen acres,  upon  the  understanding  that  I  intend  to  re-let  them  in 
allotments.  I  wish  the  parish  to  be  acquainted  with  my  reasons  for 
so  doing.  First,  then,  I  am  trusting  to  find  my  own  profit  in  this 
speculation,  in  an  increase  of  that  *'  good  wilL^  with  which  I  am 
desirous  of  taking  the  necessary  trouble  and  risk  upon  myself  which 
belongs  to  such  an  adventure ;    secondly,  I  am  hoping  the  **  usual 
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benefits'*  that  have  resulted  from  the  establishment  of  the  allotment 
system  will  be  **  enjoyed  by  the  poor  of  Hiteham."  The  benefits 
which  have  resulted  from  the  introduction  of  this  system  into  other 
parishes  have  been  twofold  ;  they  have  consisted  in  the  improvement 
of  the  social  condition  of  the  already  industrious  portion  of  the  poor  ; 
and  also  in  the  reformation  of  many  among  them,  who,  through  want 
of  sympathy  and  due  encouragement  upon  the  part  of  those  above  them, 
had  become  degraded  and  vicious  to  an  extent  that  was  a  shame  to  a 
country  professedly  Christian.  .  .  .  We  all  know  that  very  many  of  our 
agricultural  labourers  cannot  meet  with  employ  ment  sufficient  to  occupy 
their  time.  There  is  scarcely  a  family  in  this  parish  receiving  full  wages 
from  week  to  week  throughout  the  year,  whilst  many  an  able-bodied 
labourer  passes  week  after  week  without  receiving  any  wages  whatever. 
Thus  a  considerable  amount  of  that  labour  which  forms  the  capital  of 
the  poor  man  is  never  brought  to  bear  upon  the  soil,  and  for  this  the 
parsuit  to  engage  their  minds  so  often  inclines  rich  men  to  desert  the 
position  which  they  are  called  to  occupy  in  serving  their  getieration, 
how  can  we  wonder  that  the  serious  temp^tion  of  <<  idleness"  (often 
imposed  through  no  fault  of  their  own)  should  be  leading  the  poor 
into  those  vices  which  are  more  especially  induced  by  their  worldly 
allotment  system,  when  properly  conducted,  finds  a  suitable  applica- 
tion. The  result  is  necessarily  an  increase  in  the  worldly  comforts  of 
the  badly  employed  poor;  and  thus  an  improved  opportunity  is 
afforded  them  for  quietly  enjoying  "  the  promise  of  the  life 
that  now  is,  as  well  as  of  that  which  is  to  come/'  ....  It  will  be 
important  for  us  to  see  that  the  rules  to  be  laid  down  should  be 
strictly  kept.  I  am  promised  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Labourer's  Friend  Society  in  London,  in  apportioning  the 
allotments  and  in  framing  the  necessary  rules.  In  the  meantimiey  I  wish 
to  invite  those  who  may  be  thinking  of  becoming  my  tenants,  to  let 
me  know  their  wbhes.  The  aUotments  will  be  in  quarter  acres,  for 
which  a  rent  of  14s.  6d.  will  be  required,  and  the  cultivation  is  to  be 

by  spade  and  fork The  labourers  should  remember  that  the 

land  has  been  hired  expressly  to  benefit  as  many  of  them  as  are  likely 
to  make  good  use  of  it,  and  that  I  have  no  intention  of  making  any 

profit  whatever  from  it  myself The  following  is  the  estimate  of 

the  probable  annual  expenses^  according  to  which  I  have  been  in- 
duced to  set  the  rent. 

£    <.  d. 

Bent  of  tbe  whole  sixteen  acres  34    0    0 

Bent  Charge 5  12    0 

Poor-Bates     2    6    0 

Highway-Bates 0  10    0 

Cborch-Bates 0    4    0 

Portion  of  out-going  Tenant's  charge  2    0    0 

£44  12    0 


Whatever  surplus  may  arise,  after  a  balance  has  beeu  yearly  struck, 
shall  be  invested  in  the  Savings'  Bank  as  an  <<  Allotment  Fund"  for 
aasiating  or  promoting  the  system  in  the  parish.    We  may  now  hope 
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to  see  a  Horticultural  Society  establiibed  iu  the  parbh,  upon  the 
same  priuoiples  which  have  been  found  to  work  most  beneficially  in 
some  parishes  where  the  poor  are  also  receiving  this  encouragement 
to  exert  themselves  in  a  manner  that  is  well  calculated  to  raise  theoi 
in  the  social  scale.  The  allotments  will  afford  to  many  the  oppor* 
tunity  of  growing  fine  vegetables,  whilst  some  of  their  own  gardens 
will  enable  some  to  cultivate  good  flowers  and  fruit.  Since  we  oan- 
not  turn  over  a  new  leaf  too  soon»  I  hereby  propose  that  the  first 
exhibition  of  the 

<<HITCRAIC   HOBTJCULTURAL   SOCIBTT," 

ba  appointed  to  take  place  some  day  in  July  next,  on  the  Rectory 
Lawn.  Whoever  may  be  inclined  to  second  this  proposition  will, 
perhaps,  assist  me  in  getting  together  a  Committee  to  arrange  the 
necessary  rules  and  to  appoint  the  proper  prizes  to  be  distributed 
on  the  occasion. 

Whilst  I  am  speaking  of  turning  over  a  new  leaf  in  our  parish 
annals,  I  wish  to  mention  that,  instead  of  the  dinners  to  which  I  haire 
been  in  the  habit  of  annually  inviting  the  farmers,  ever  since  the  old 
Tithe  Audit  was  abolished,  I  intend,  in  future,  to  appropriato  the  ten 
or  twelve  guineas,  (the  usual  cost  of  these  dinners)  towanis  a  ^*  Reorea^ 
tion  Fund,"  to  be  applied  in  a  way  that  will  be  far  more  satisfactory  to 
my  own  mind.  Our  village  excursion  to  Ipswich  last  year,  and  that 
to  Harwich  during  the  present  summer,  as  well  as  the  little  f^te 
on  my  own  lawn,  seem  to  have  afforded  such  universal  satisfaetiooy 
that  I  shall  prefer,  in  future,  offering  similar  opportunities  for  our 
associating  together,  after  a  manner  that  is  so  much  more  bene- 
ficial to  body  and  mind,  rather  than  continue  the  plan  I  had  adopted 
in  imitation  of  the  old  Tithe  Audit  dinner.  .  .  .  Since  these  new  plana 
appear  to  me  far  preferable  to  the  old  ones,  I  must  crave  the  forbear- 
ance of  those  who  are  not  of  my  opinion.  That  we  may  all  be  im- 
proving in  mutual  good  will  and  friendly  intercourse  is  my  heart-felt 
desire ;  but  this  we  may  not  hope  to  be  doing  without  personal 

sacrifices  of  some  sort 

J.  S.  Hknslow. 

Bsotory,  10th  Sept.  1849. 


REPORT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS  IN  IRELAND. 

The  last  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  in  Ireland 
contains  a  detailed  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners 
in  carrying  out  the  Land  Improvement  Act.  Up  to  the  present 
time  the,  total  sum  applied  for  on  loan  under  that  act  amounts  to 
8,074,959/.,  while  the  total  advance  sanctioned  by  the  Treasury  has 
been  1,481,860/.,  and  leaving  a  balance  of  68,140/.  still  to  be  appro- 
priated out  of  the  original  fund  of  1,500,000/.  In  their  former  report 
the  commissioners  were  enabled  to  show  that  the  advances  then  made 
had  been  successful^  and  they  now  announce  that  their  anticipations 
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M  tp  t]i9  eKtent  to  which  the  various  works  w«re  likely  to  lead  to  aq 
JBcrease  in  the  value  of  the  land  drained,  and  at  the  same  time  to  an 
improvement  in  the  system  of  agriculture,  promise  to  be  fully  realized. 
Out  of  the  total  advance  sanctioned,  the  instalments  at  present  issued 
jamount  to  520,700/.,  more  than  two-thirds  of  which  issue  have  takea 
plaoe  during  the  past  year.    Of  thb,  295,717/.  has  been  laid  out  in 
Ihoroogb  draining,  subsoiling,  fencing,  and  making  farm^roads ;  and 
the  remainder  is  in  progress  of  expenditure.    The  number  of  acres 
that  have  been  thorough  drained  from  the  commencement,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1647,  up  to  the  present  time,  is  38,860,  at  an  average  of 
4£  10«.  per  acre ;  and  a  great  portion  of  the  drained  land  has  also 
been  subsoiled.    In  fencing  and  clearing,  and  also  in  the  divbion  of 
deserted  lands  into  moderate*sised  farms,  adapted  to  a  regular  rota- 
tion of  crops,  much  has  been  done ;  and  the  system  of  superintend- 
eaee  under  which  the  whole  has  been  conducted  has  worked  in  a 
mtisfaetory  manner^  the  cost  of  progress  inspections  not  having  ex- 
eeeded  an  average  of  1/.  16#.  per  cent,  on  the  expenditure,  although  the 
inspectors  have  had  to  perform  their  duty  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
even  to  the  most  remote  of  its  western  promontories,  dealing  with 
unbusiness-like  proprietors,  unskilful  overseers,  and  labourers,  whose 
spirit  of  industry  and  self-reliance  had  been  deadened,  if  not  destroyed, 
by  pauperism.     In  the  wildest*  localities  the  operations,  imperfectly 
executed  at  first,  gradually  assumed  a  better  character ;  the  overseers, 
gratified  by  their  own  success,  became  zealous  in  the  performance  of 
tbeir  duty ;  and  in  the  most  backward  districts  of  the  west,  drainage 
works  are  now  being  executed  in   a  manner  which  two  years  ago 
would  have  been  considered  in  the  best  districts  worthy  of  imitation. 
Owing  to  the  increasing  demand,  new  draining  tile  manufactories  are 
aiuUiplying  rapidly,  and  excellent  tiles  can  now  be  procured  at  upwards 
.  of  forty-seven  different  places  in  Ireland,  while  last  year  there  were 
only  twenty-five,  and  in  the  year  1846  only  two.     The  introduction 
of  task  work,  it  is  stated,  has  been  of  the  greatest  service,  and 
although  at  first  there  was  extreme  disinclination  to  it,  it  is  now  in 
some  places  nearly  universal,  and  is  preferred  to  the  old  system  of 
day  labour.     The  commissioners  remark,  that  in  the  humid  climate 
of  Ireland  the  direct  benefit  derived  from  drained  land  is  even  more 
striking  than  in  England,  and  the  neighbouring  farmer  whose  land  is 
nndrained,  and  whose  ditches  are  full  of  water,  looks  with  wonder  at 
late  autumn  or  early  spring  ploughing,  which  he  cannot  attempt,  and 
still  more  at  the  double  crops  of  corn,  and  more  than  double  crops  of 
tomips,  raised  on  land  which  the  previous  year  exhibited  the  same 
neglected  and  unproductive  character  as  his  own.     By  one  inspector 
it  is  reported,  in  illustration  of  the  effects  of  imitation,  that  these  im- 
provements have  acted  like  leaven  on  the  whole  agricultural  com- 
munity, and  that  '<  there  seems  to  be  a  determination  on  the  part  of 
the  tenant  farmers  to  meet  depressed  prices  by  an  improved  system 
of  tillage,  and  more  active  and  industrial  habits."     Another  writes, 
**  In  the  commencement  I  generally  found  the  tenantry  indisposed  to 
4nun|^  works  being  undertaken  on  their  farms  at  the  instance  of 
their  landlords.     At  present,  however^  this  feeling  has  x[uite  passed 
away,  and  on  every  estate  where  works  have  been  completed,  the 
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tenants  have  expressed  their  conviction  that  drainage  is  the  fouiKUilieii 
of  all  improvements  in  agriculture.  On  some  farms  the  oecoplen 
stated  that  the  first  crop  obtained  from  lands  drained,  and  which  were 
previously  valueless,  has  nearly  repaid  the  entire  expenditure."  By 
a  third  it  is  reported,  "  The  genersd  impression  among  the  proprietors 
and  others  interested  (and  in  which  I  fully  concur)  is,  that  the  in- 
creased value  will,  in  most,  if  not  in  every  instance,  exceed  10  per 
cent,  upon  the  actual  outlay.  A  fourth  says,  <<  In  many  instanees 
lands  which  three  years  ago  were  not  worth  2#.  6d,  per  acre  are  now 
good  value  for  10«.,  either  for  tillage  or  pasture.**  Of  course  tiie 
advantages  obtained  from  the  loans  have  greatly  depended  on  the 
class  of  persons  who  received  them,  but  while  in  some  cases  extra- 
ordinary results  have  been  attained,  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  aatifl- 
faction  appears,  to  have  been  felt  in  all.  In  short,  the  commissiotten 
observe,  *'  Adversity  is  a  wholesome  monitor.  AU  now  perceive  that 
he'  who  would  thrive  must  abandon  the  ancient  lazy  and  alovenlT 
system;  and,  happily  for  the  country,  increasing  energy  and  skiU 
have  become  the  order  of  the  day." 
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Donations  and  Subscriptions,  from  the  Zlst  of  August 
to  the  30th  of  September,  1B49. 

%•  TboM  Boms  to  which  (D.)  is  prefixed  are  Donations}  aU  othen  are  Aaniial  SohaoifplloM. 

£  B,  d. 
Ed.  B.  Bastaid,  Esq.,  Yealmp- 

ton,  Devon  .  .  .  (D.)  10  0  0 
J.  Nisbett,  Esq.,  per  Messrs. 

Wflliams  ....  (D.)  10  0  0 
J.  C.  Hall,  Esq.,  Bloomsbary- 

Place (D.)     5     0    0 

Qeo.  Harding,  Esq.,Montagae- 

Btreet,  Russell-square  (D.)  3  0  0 
Gen.  Sir  William  Burgit,  Bart., 

per  Miss  Williams  .  (D.)  2  2  0 
Ford   Fenu,    Esq.,    Botolph- 

Une,  City 2    2    0 

C.  Dixon,  Esq.,  Stanstctt, 
Emsworth        2    2    0 

Lady  Plnmer,  Canons  Park, 
Edgeware 110 

D.  T.  Morgan,  Esq.,  Leyton- 
stone,  Essex     .....    1     1    0 

A.  F.  Slade,  Esq.,  Stock  Ex- 

change 110 

Bev.  B.  Tweddall,  Halton,  near 
Frodsham 110 

Miss  E.  Cochrane,  Mussel- 
burgh, NJB.      ...  (D.)     100 


£    9.  d. 

Bev.  H.  J.  Lodington,  Higbam 
Ferrars 

B.  Wilson,  Esq.,  Mirfield,  near 
Dewsbury 10 

W.  Shaw,  Esq.,  Bloomsbury  .    0  10 

Bev.  S.  G.  T.  T.  Demainbray, 
Broad  Somerford,  near  Chip- 
penham, WUts 0  10 

H.  F.  Fardon,  Esq.,  Brooms- 
grove,  Worcester  ....    0 

E.  Jowett,  Esq.,  Pontefraot     .    0 

J.  Tomlinson,  Esq.,  ditto  .     .    0 


10 
10 
10 


Per  Mr,  Martin,  Agent. 
Sir  E.  Filmer,  Bart,  M.P. .    .    5    0 
Sir  John  Croft,  Bart.     ...10 

Bev.  E.Moore 10 

Bev.  J.  C.  B.  Warren    ...11 

J.  Mercer,  Esq 0  10 

A.  Bandall,  Esq 0  10 

C.  G.  Whitaker,  Esq.    ...    0  10 


Donation  to  Family  House, 
Josiah  W.  Smith,  Esq.   .  (D.)    1     1 


Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Savill,  at  his  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  Pariah  of 
St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  pnbUalMd 
by  JoHH  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  wbeiv  all 
Communications  are  to  be  addressed.— Sold  by  Seeleys,  Fleet  Street ;  Niabtiaai 
Co.,  Bemers  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  London. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  OCTOBER. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand. 

^HB  CoMBfiTTEE  met  on  Monday,  the  8th  October.  Present: — 
^Ifajor  Little,  in  the  Chair;  R.  B.  Seelej,  Henry  Roberts,  and 
Tl^bomas  Twining,  jun..  Esquires. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings  reported  that  the  Family 
^>welling-House  is  progressing  rapidly,  having  now  reached  the 
^dlh  story,  and  that  having  received  the  Certificate  of  the  Hon» 
Architect  authorizing  a  payment  to  the  Contractor  of  the  second 
instalment,  the  further  sum  of  £850  had  been  paid  to  Messrs. 
XVioslaod  and  Holland. 

The  Sub-Committee  further  report  that  the  three  Lodging- 
Houses  continue  fully  occupied,  and  it  is  still  a  matter  of  thank- 
Sblness  to  Almighty  God,  to  record,  that  with  the  exception  of 
ODe  aged  individual,  there  has  been  no  case  of  fever,  cholera,  or 
^liarrhcea,  worthy  of  notice. 

The  new  Lodging-House  for  Females  in  Hatton  Garden  was 
opened  on  the  6th  August,  and  there  are  at  present  ten  inmates. 

They  have  also  to  report  the  increase  of  applications  for  the 
Society's  Publications  and  Papers  from  the  Continent.  The  fol^- 
lowingwere  the  applicants  in  September: — Monsieur  Hamot,  an 
c^cer  connected  with  the  Government  of  France,  for  our  Cottage 
mod  Lodging-House  Plansfor  unmarried  Labourers) and  also  AUot- 
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ments  of  Land  Papers;  aUo,  Mopneur  Reioont,  of  liegi;^^ 
puted  by  the  Kii)g  of  the  Belgians,  for  Papers  as  regards  Lodgbig 
and  Dwelling  Houses,  Cottage  Plans,  and  the  Allotments  of 
Land  Papers. 

Letters  were  read  from  Lord  Lyttelton,  Marquis  of  Blandfiirdy 
Lady  Stradbroke,  Sir  H.  Stewart,  Sir  John  Hanson,  Bart;  Rer. 
Messrs.  Whitehead,  Tweddall,  Henslow,  Piatt,  BuckoIl>  fiaher, 
Thompson,  Holland,  Welghill,  and  Brill ;  Capt  Mason,  R.N. ; 
W.  Beckford,  W.  Kitson,  H.  P.  Newry,  W.  Colman,  K  P. 
Bastard,  K  Slaughter,  Philip  Rose,  Wm.  Gregson,  Octave  Foa, 
Joseph  Lee,  W.  BuUar,  A.  Symons,  B.  Smith,  T.  ChethaiD» 
Esquires;  Mr.  Hargreaves,  Mrs.  Smithson,  &c.  &c. 


ON  THE  DOMICILIARY  CONDITION  OF  THE 
WORKING  CLASSES. 

A    LETTER   FROM   LORD   ASHLEY   TO   THE   EDITOR   OF   *<  THE  TIMIS." 

Sir, — It  is  with  some  reluctance  that  I  venture  to  request  for  this 
letter  a  place  in  your  oolumns.  I  am  induced,  however,  to  do  so  by 
an  earnest  hope  that  the  present  opportunity,  resulting  from  the 
ravages  of  the  late  epidemic,  and  the  painful  experience  it  has  eoth 
veyedy  may  issue  in  some  effective  and  permanent  improvement  of 
the  domiciliary  condition  of  the  working  classes. 

The  time  is  singularly  favourable  for  such  an  effort  We  have 
been  spared,  by  God's  mercy,  the  profligacy  and  demoralization  so 
often  the  consequences  of  pestilence  and  mortality ;  the  people  ha?9 
been  rather  softened  than  exasperated  by  their  sufferings.  The 
Talaable  reports  of  Mr.  Grainger  to  the  Board  of  Health,  and  of 
Mr.  Simon  to  the  corporation  of  London,  will  attest  that  they  are 
labouring  under  no  prejudice,  nor  belief  of  poisoned  wells,  imd 
sinister  attempts  to  reduce  the  population  ;  nfiy,  the  reverse,  th^y  ar^ 
really  grateful  to  those  who  have  visited  from  house  to  boose  In 
their  behalf;  and,  having  acquired  at  last  a  better  underataDdlog  of 
their  own  physical  and  social  exigencies!  are  roost  ready  to  reoMT* 
any  counseb  that  friendly  and  experienced  persons  might  be  dispoa^ 
to  give  them. 

I  refer  now  especially  to  their  domiciliary  condition,  beeaose  it 
lies  at  the  root  of  all  attempts  to  render  to  a  people  substantial  senpioe. 
Regarded  physically  or  morally,  it  b  an  indispensable  prelimio^rr  to 
all  improvements  that  they  should  possess  within  their  dwellings  what* 
ever  is  required  for  cleanliness  and  decency.  Now,  to  show  tile 
physical  mischiefs  that,  in  this  respect,  beset  the  population  of  Lon« 
don,  as  well  as  most  of  our  towns,  be  they  great  or  small,  (and  aiooh 
that  is  said  of  the  towns  may  be  applied  to  not  a  few  of  the  agriciil- 
tural  districts,)  I  need  only  refer  to  the  statements  nearly  every  d^j 
in  the  columns  of  your  journal,  the  Reports  of  the  Registrar-General, 
and  of  the  various  sanitary  assoelations.    Disgusting  and  horrible  as 
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they  are,  t  can  assert,  of  my  own  personal  knowledge,  that  they  fall 
short  of  the  monstrous  reality.  If  they  do  not  beget,  they  unquey-* 
tionably  invite  and  localize  epidemic  disorders ;  and  I  have,  indeed^ 
long  entertained  a  belief,  which  is  confirmed  by  hourly  investigation, 
«nd  the  opinion  of  many  friends  who  are  joined  with  me  in  these 
inquiries,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  pauperism  of  the  country, 
with  its  appalling  train  of  debilitated  frames,  widows,  and  orphans, 
is  the  result  of  the  sanitary  condition  to  which  our  neglect  has 
abandoned  such  vast  multitudes. 

As  for  the  moral  mischief^,  their  name  is  Legion.  I  can  call  to 
^witness,  I  am  sure,  every  minister  of  religion,  the  Scripture  readers, 
Che  city  missionaries,  the  district  visitors.  They  will  concur  with 
ne  in  declaring  that  to  aim  at  the  spiritual  improvement  of  the  fetid 
swarms  that,  without  either  the  practice  or  the  possibility  of  decency, 
^^irithout  limitation  of  age,  sex,  or  numbers,  crowd  the  stinking  apart- 
ments of  the  lanes,  courts,  and  alleys  of  this  great  metropolis,  is  a  vain 
«ind  fruitless  effort  The  work,  too,  of  education  is  altogether  baffled  ; 
^or  the  child,  returning  to  these  abodes  of  promiscuous  and  animal 
Kfe,  unlearns  in  a  single  hour  the  lessons  of  an  entire  day. 

An  effort  such  as  this,  offers  another  advantage — it  requires  no 
preliminary  delay — we  may  commence  forthwith.   The  improvement, 
3  rejoice  to  say,  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  with  its  concomitant 
l>lessing8  of  health  and  morals,  is  no  longer  a  matter  of  theory  or  ia« 
'vestigation — it  has  been  established  by  abundant  proof;  it  may  be 
seen  in  full  operation  in  the  various  model  lodging-houses  of  Londoui 
founded  by  the  Labourer's  Friend  Society,  by  many  benevolent  indi* 
^idnalsy  and  by  the  Metropolitan  Society  for  Improving  the  Dwellings 
^f  the  Working  Classes — a  joint-stock  company  which,  if  it  were  wdi 
supported,  would,  of  itself,  be  able  to  grapple  with   half  the  mis- 
chief.    We  may  see  in  them  decency,  cleanliness,  and  repose ;  in  tha 
houses   for   single   men,   every   comfort  their  station   requires,    at 
the  price  which   each  one  would  ebewhere  pay  for  the  twentieth 
part  of  some  pestilential  sty ;  in  the  houses  for  families,  three  well- 
aired  apartments,  with  a  daily  and  ample  supply  of  water,  for  the 
rent  they  would  otherwise  pay  for  one  single  room,  and  no  water  at 
all*     The  effects  are  corresponding ;  the  human  beings  are  elevated : 
they  look  better,  speak  better,  think  better,  and  are  placed  in  a 
situation  where  it  is  their  own  fault  if  they  do  not  discharge  their 
duties  as  Englishmen  and  Christians. 

It  is  well  worthy  of  remark  that,  while  the  cholera  was  ravaging 
to  a  frightful  extent  the  filthy  and  overcrowded  receptacles,  these 
new-fashioBed  lodging-houses  were  altogether  spared.  In  all  the 
establishments  belonging  to  the  Labourer's  Friend  Society  there  was 
not  (so  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Berry,  our  honorary  surgeon)  one 
case  of  cholera  and  two  only  of  diarrhoea,  which  speedily  yielded  to 
medical  treatment  I  have  heard  the  same  most  striking  statement 
from  Mr.  Gatcliffe,  the  secretary  of  the  Metropolitan  Association. 

The  establishment  of  baths  and  washhouses  is  an  indispensable  part 
of  any  system  for  improving  the  domestic  condition  of  the  poor.  To 
omit  for  a  moment  the  effect  upon  health,  we  may  assert  that  it  is 
absolately  impossible  to  a  large  mass  of  the  population,  however  well- 
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disposed,  to  be  cleanly  in  their  clothes  or  in  their  persons.  This  is  no 
figure  of  speech — if  any  one  doubt  it,  let  him  perambulate  the  streets 
and  alleys,  penetrate  the  courts,  dive  into  the  cellars,  and  climb  into 
the  garrets,  the  swarming  nests  of  filth  and  misery,  and  he  will  then 
admit  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  He  may  find  some  houses,  perhaps* 
where  the  laborious,  scanty,  and  imperfect  washing  is  carried  on  in 
the  only  apartment  tenanted  by  the  whole  family.  But  an  evil  arise* 
here,  for  hundreds  of  instances  may  be  recounted  in  which  the  hus- 
bands, to  avoid  the  disorder  and  discomfort  of  their  homes,  have 
become  the  habitual  frequenters  of  the  pothouse. 

These,  too,  require  no  further  investigation ;  the  success  of  the 
admirable  establishments  in  Goulston -street,  Euston -square,  and  the 
parish  of  St.  Martin,  has  manifested,  beyond  a  duubt,  the  adaptation 
of  such  arrangements  to  the  welfare  of  the  people,  and  the  exigeoeies 
of  the  times. 

The  truth  is,  that  all  these  provisions  should  henceforward  form  a 
part  of  our  normal  state,  and  become  inseparable  items  of  the  paro- 
chial system. 

Every  one  will  admit  it  to  be  a  singular  advantage  in  the  plans 
proposed,  that  they  partake  in  no  respect  of  an  eleemosynary  cha- 
racter. The  institutions  are  self-supporting,  and,  in  order  to  be  widely 
diffAised,  must  be  remunerative.  The  model  houses,  constructed  or 
adapted  to  the  purpose,  at  the  expense  of  individuals  or  associated 
bodies,  have  proved  that  they  will  be  so,  and  encourage  the  outlay  of 
public  and  private  funds  in  a  benevolent  yet  profitable  investment. 
The  rents,  fixed  at  a  reasonable  amount,  are  rigorously  demanded  and 
punctually  paid.  The  independence  of  the  working  man  is  thus  con- 
sulted and  maintained,  while  the  aid  of  those  who  possess  capital  or 
leisure  (the  very  things  which  the  working  men  generally  neither 
have  nor  can  have)  does  no  more  than  render  available  for  his  service 
the  gifts  and  resources  of  health  and  industry. 

It  has  been  estimated  that,  on  an  average,  the  working  man  loses 
by  sickness  (the  result,  in  most  instances,  of  his  noisome  abode)  about 
thirty  days  of  labour  in  each  year.  Suppose  his  condition  improved, 
and  he  loses  but  ten,  the  savings  on  the  twenty,  in  time  and  medicine, 
may  be  calculated  as  worth  at  the  least  3/. ;  no  inconsiderable  sum  in 
the  minute  details  of  iOs.  a-week.  But  the  pecuniary  benefit  of  the 
washhouses  to  the  labouring,  class  is  still  greater.  A  woman  may  now, 
by  the  excellent  arrangements  of  these  institutions,  do  for  herself  and 
her  family,  in  three  hours  and  a  half,  and  with  the  outlay  of  a  few 
pence,  as  much  as  (badly  done,  after  all)  would  have  occupied,  in  her 
own  house,  the  better  part  of  two  days,  amidst  neglected  children,  a 
disordered  household,  and  the  pestiferous  exhalations  from  linen  hung 
to  be  dried  in  the  common  apartment.  And  as  to  the  financial  effects^ 
some  housewives  of  this  class  informed  me  that  they  calculated  the 
reduction  on  the  actual  sum  formerly  assigned  to  washing  expenses 
(omitting  the  value  of  the  time  saved)  to  be  no  less  than  seventy-fivo 
per  cent.,  and  in  some  instances  even  more. 

These  several  reductions  must  be  estimated  as  tantamount  to  an 
actual  increase  of  the  wages  of  labour  by  a  legitimate  and  permanent 
mode, .which  hurts  no  principle  of  political  economy,  maintains  and. 
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confirms  the  independence  of  the  working  man,  and  simply  opens  to 
liim  the  field  for  the  free  and  rightful  exercise  of  his  moral  and  phy- 
«ieal  energies.  If  I  am  correct  in  this  view  it  will  be  unnecessary  to 
seek  any  further  arguments ;  those  to  whom  I  appeal  will  remember 
the  10th  of  April  and  the  noble  demeanour  of  the  people;  they  will 
Temember  their  fortitude  and  patience  under  their  late  sufferings,  and 
will  award  that  sympathy  and  co-operation  which  the  wealthy  and 
powerful  of  these  realms  have  oftentimes  been  so  forward  to  bestow. 
I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  humble  servant, 

Octoker  16.  1849.  AsHLRY. 


0B3KRVATI0NS   BY   THE  EDITOR   OF    <<  THB   TIMBS"    ON    THE   ABOVB 

LETTER. 

Wb  are  obliged  to  Lord  Ashley  for  a  letter  recalling  the  attention  of 
the  public  to  a  work  on  which  he  has  long  been  employed  with  sin- 
galar  success — <«  the  effective  and  permanent  improvement  of  the 
domiciliary  condition  of  the  working  classes."  It  is  scarcely  possible 
to  overstate  the  importance  of  this  subject,  or  the  force  of  its  peculiar 
claims  at  this  time  and  place.  The  recent  calamity  has  opened  to 
our  eyes,  as  it  were  with  the  spell  of  a  benevolent  genius,  the  noisome 
courts,  the  dark  cellars,  and  the  hideous  chambers  of  poverty.  A 
large  part  of  our  fellow-citizens,  the  men  by  whose  toil  we  prosper, 
and  in  whose  well-being  we  are  every  way  interested,  dwell  in  habi- 
tations destructive  of  health,  and,  what  is  more,  of  morality.  Selfish- 
ness, even  more  than  philanthropy,  is  concerned  in  the  question.  A 
merely  gratuitous  benevolence  might  send  us  elsewhere  in  search  of 
more  novel,  more  exotic,  or  more  picturesque  objects ;  and  we  might 
satisfy  our  feelings  without  revolting  our  senses.  But  self-interest 
impels  us  to  see  that,  if  possible,  the  people  about  us  shall  not  live 
ID  the  burrows  of  vermin,  or  the  lairs  of  wild  beasts ;  that  we  shall 
not  be  surrounded  with  the  stills  of  malaria,  and  the  nests  of  typhus ; 
and  that  the  spreading  rot  of  the  great  human  flock  shall  be  checked 
in  its  beginning.  We  are  more  than  two  millions ;  we  are  a  popu* 
latioD  not  much  less  than  t||at  which  covers  the  whole  surface  of 
Scotland,  which  peoples  its  mountains  and  plains,  its  friths  and  its 
shores ;  or  than  that  which  is  spread  over  a  thousand  miles  of  Scan- 
dinavian coast  from  the  North  Cape  to  the  Sound;  but  we  are 
crowded  into  a  plain  about  ten  miles  square  on  the  banks  of  a  tidal 
river.  To  house  so  large  a  mass  under  such  adverse  circumstances 
with  tolerable  salubrity  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  of  our 
country  and  our  age ;  and  we  are  only  repeating  what  we  have  re- 
marked on  a  former  occasion  when  we  say,  that  no  living  man  has 
contributed  to  its  solution  with  more  practical  success  than  Lord 
Ashley. 

It  is  a  matter  unfortunately  removed  from  the  category  of  ques- 
tions left  to  the  natural  play  of  competition.  If  a  set  of  poor 
wretches  choose  to  poison  earth,  air,  and  water  around  us— -proxtniicf 
ardetj  we  roust  consult  our  safety  by  stopping  the  evil.  But,  in 
fact,  the  labouring  classes  of  this  metropolis  have  no.  choice  bot 
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to  take  such  dwellings  as  the  caprice  or  the  folly  of  wealth  may 
leave  them.  The  question  is  not  whether  we  shall  interfere  at  all  for 
the  improvement  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  but  whether  ouir  in- 
terference shall  be  for  good  or  for  evil.  Any  one  who  thinks  the 
welfare  of  the  metropolis  and  his  own  interest  in  it  worth  an  hoor's 
trouble,  may  visit  in  the  course  of  an  hour  two  great  and  signal  cases 
of  interference ;  the  one  sweeping,  inconsiderate,  and  tyrannical ;  the 
other  gentle^  prudent,  and  kind.  Let  him  first  go  to  Churcfa-lsoc^ 
near  the  western  extremity  of  New  Oxford-street,  between  it  and 
High-street,  St.  Giles's.  It  is  the  remains  of  the  Rookery.  Psriia* 
ment  interfered  to  destroy  that  miserable  but  necessary  abode  of  the 
labouring  poor,  and  the  thoughtless  public  hailed  the  destruction  as 
an  unqualified  blessing.  The  result  is,  that  the  inhabitants  have 
been  crowded  into  the  surviving  portion  with  an  increased  intensity 
of  wretchedness  and  dirL  The  Legislature  built  splendid  shops 
which  were  not  wanted,  and  destroyed  humble  lodgings  which  were;— ^ 
a  double  interference.  We  do  not  choose  to  anticipate  in  this  plaos 
the  results  of  a  walk  through  Church-lane,  much  more  of  a  doniiei* 
liary  inspection,  on  any  one  but  a  case-hardened  philanthropist. 
From  this  plague-spot  it  is  barely  two  miles  to  the  comparatively 
airy  neighboutrhood  of  Old  St.  Pancras  Church,  the  burying-groofKl 
of  which  is  familiar  to  old  Londoners  as  the  resting-place  of  many  dis* 
tinguished  refugees,  and  other  foreigners,  for  several  generations. 
Opposite  to  that  church,  which  has  lately  lost  its  rural  character,  is  t 
spacious  and  even  a  handsome  pile,  reared  under  the  auspices  of  our 
noble  correspondent,  and  other  like-minded  gentlemen,  and  called  the 
Metropolitan-buildings.  It  contains  more  than  a  hundred  sets  of 
rooms  so  airy,  so  cheerful,  so  clean,  and  so  well  provided  for  comfoft 
and  health,  that  an  Oxford  student  might  find  himself  at  home  in  aay 
one  of  the  bedrooms  and  ]farlours  ;  yet  let  on  as  reasonable  terms  as 
the  separate  cellars  and  garrets  of  Church-lane.  Nor  is  it  a  *' charity*** 
It  is  not  an  institution  for  paying  the  rent  of  the  helpless  out  of  the 
subscriptions  of  the  easy.  It  is  a  speculation,  and  it  actually  pays^ 
The  rents  are  sufficient^  and  are  really  collected.  Speaking  frooi  me- 
mory, we  should  say  the  population  is  about  the  same  as  in  Chnrch* 
lane;  but  what  a  difference!  The  population  of  the  lane,  always 
sickly,  has  been  decimated  with  cholera.  In  the  Metropolitan-build- 
ings there  has  not  been  a  case.  Now,  both  of  these  are  interferences. 
Government  interfered  to  destroy  the  Rookery,  leaving  one  street  to 
tell  the  tale  of  the  rest  Private  kindness,  good  sense,  and  real 
economy  have  interfered  at  St.  Pancras  to  supply  the  labouring  elafs 
with  habitations  fit  for  human  beings.  We  are  sorry  to  say,  that  this 
metropolis  presents  many  other  contrasts  equally  painful  and  equally 
significant  Our  improvements  are  in  every  direction,  except  that 
which  is  the  most  important  of  all,  and  which  affects  the  broad  basis 
of  society.  We  enlarge  and  rebuild  churches,  exchanges,  streets  of 
mansions,  shops,  and  warehouses ;  we  occupy  the  spare  space  of  the 
metropolis  with  docks  and  with  railways ;  the  one  thing  most  needful 
we  not  only  omit,  but  we  even  aggravate  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
its  attainment.  We  not  only  neglect,  we  actually  prevent  proper 
hahitalions  for  the  labouring  poor. 
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FIRST  QUARTERLY  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  COM- 

MITTEE  OF  THE  HALIFAX  TOWN  COUNCIL. 

(^CamMunicaUfd  hy  W.  Alizakdeb,  M.D.,  Phy$,  to  the  Halifax  Infirmary  and 
Diipensary,  and  to  the  Union  Hospital,) 

{From  the  Journal  of  Public  HeaUh.) 

LODOING-BOUSB   RBODLATIONS* 

*^  Trb  regMtmiion  of  the  eommon  lodging-houses  of  the  borougfe>- 
I«i  cetoformitj  with  the  bye-laws,  has  also  elaimed  the  attention  of 
your  Sanitary  Committee.  Thirty-three  of  these  dwellings  have  been 
dWfy  rqfistered,  and  s9eps  taken  to  bring  efo  rest  under  a  wholesome 
supervision.  Those  of  them  already  entered  iu  the  town  clerk's  book 
limve  been  personally  inspected  by  members  of  your  committee^  in 
^sompany  with  Dr.  Wm.  Alexander,  and  in  pr6posing  to  invade  opon 
"Me  accastooied  privileges  of  these  tenements  in  the  regulations  as  to 
SMtmisttons  and  cleanliness,  it  has  been  thought  desirable  that  yoor 
^sommlttee  ehoald  specially  report  to  you  th^  grounds  upon  whiob 
%heir  recommendations  are  based,  lest  their  motives  should  be  mis* 
mpprehended  by  the  parties  concerned^  or  any  portiota  of  the  public. 

Theae  bouses  are  situated  for  the  most  part  in  ill-^selected  localitiea 
mad  densely  peopled  districts^— alike  destitute  of  external  and  internal 
ventilation  or  under-ground  sewerage.  They  have  very  justly  beett 
termed  the  •*  plague-spots  of  towns,"  and  the  nurseries  of  paupertem, 
contagion,  and  crimCi  More  than  one-half  of  the  thirty-three  visited 
by  yont  oooimittee  wefe  unprovided  with  any  yard ;  a  third,  without 
a  supply  of  water;  and  many  were  destitute  of  all  fixed  place  of  coni^- 
Teoieifeoe.  The  drainage,  when  situated  in  courts  and  narrow  streets^^ 
was  almost  invariably  found  to  be  at  the  surface^  gluing  rise  to  acea^^^ 
molatiotts  which  stood  much  in  need  of  sweeping  and  cleansing.  The 
internal  arrangements  we  found  to  correspond  with  outward  appear- 
ances. Genemlly  speaking,  these  houses  are  Hot  so  constructed  as  to 
be  adapted  for  the  reception  of  lodgers,  and  in  many  instances  the 
sise  of  the  rooms  is  sueh  as  barely  to  aoeommodate  the  members  bf 
tlM  family  Itself.  About  one-half  of  them  consist  of  but  two  rooms—*' 
a  kittsKetti  dr  **  house,"  and  a  chamber ;  and  yet  your  committee 
have  been  credibly  Informed  that  twenty  persons  and  upwards  have 
occasionally  been  huddled  together— ^they  cannot  say  lodged — in  these 
squalid  abodes  during  the  night. 

Anything  like  a  dassification  of  sexes  we  found  to  be  impossible  $ 
nor  was  it  attempted)  except  in  two  or  three  instances  \  In  one  of 
which,  In  ike  Causewasf,  the  men  had  to  pass  through  the  women's 
room  to  get  into  or  out  of  their  own.  For  the  use  of  the  sick  and 
disabled,  which  are  numerous,  there  is  of  course  no  accommodation, 
and  they  are  therefore,  through  the  vagrant  office,  sent  to  the  work- 
house as  a  charge  to  the  town. 

The  interior  arrangements  are  in  every  way  faulty.  During  the 
day-time,  even,  the  rooms  were  generally  found  to  be  low,  dark,  and 
close ;  the  windows  frequently  small  and  without  moveable  sashes ; 
the  chamber  fire-places  often  walled-up,  or  otherwise  closed  by  fire* 
hoarda  or  old  rags,  and  the  beds  and  bedding,  with  several  MLceptiom^ 
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of  the  scantiest  and  worst  possible  descripti<fn.  Of  chamber  furni- 
ture there  is  commonly  none  whatever,  and  the  only  limitation  to  the 
numbers  of  lodgers  received  seems  to  be  the  amount  of  space  otfloor^ 
ing  uncovered,  and  the  ability  of  the  keeper  to  provide  the  requisite 
bedding.  Those  kept  by  the  Irish — about  a  third  of  the  whole-^are 
usually  in  the  dirtiest  condition. 

Practically,  however,  the  greatest  evil  to  the  inmates  that  attends 
these  houses  is  the  utter  absence  of  all  circulation  of  air  within  them, 
and  the  crowding  of  so  many  human  beings  in  such  limited  apnea. 
The  air  which  has  been  once  breathed,  the  council  is  aware,  hat 
become,  in  fact,  no  longer  air,  but  an  impure  gas ;  and  when  it  is  qoa't 
sidered,  too,  that  each  person  in  the  space  of  every  minute  require*  a 
quantity  of  fresh  air  nearly  double  his  own  size,  no  wonder  will  be 
expressed  that  much  sickness  surrounds  these  dwellings,  or  at  the  lata 
melancholy  disasters  at  the  Tooting  establishment,  and  in  the  steerage-^ 
hold  of  the  Londonderry  steam-ship.  At  night,  with  doors  and  win- 
dows dosed  and  the  fires  extinguished,  the  circulation  of  air  is  alflaost 
wholly  suspended  ;  and  to  your  committee,  who  have  taken  an  apprasi- 
mate  admeasurement  on  the  spot  of  these  sleeping-rooms,  it  is  peinfnl 
to  contemplate  the  smothering  sensations  and  poisoning  inflnenee 
which  these  fever-breeding  chaipbers  must  occasion,  at  a  season  when 
drowsy  languor  prevents  the  inmates  from  l)ecoming  conscious  of  iheir 
danger. 

Protection  to  these  people  themselves,  and  to  the  public,  froM 
epidemic  and  contagious  diseases,  alike  demands  the  interference  of 
the  council  in  mitigation  of  these  evib;  but  your  committee  are 
strongly  impressed  with  the  necessity,  for  the  present,  of  dealing  with 
those  houses  in  a  spirit  of  toleration,  and  with  a  due  regard  to  the 
pecuniary  interests  at  stake.  Strictly  speaking,  all  but  three  or  four 
of  those  visited  ought  to  be  condemned  at  once,  and  prohibited,  an 
unsuitod  to  the  reception  of  any  addition  to  the  existing  membens  of 
the  families  occupying  them.  Until  a  better  class  of  houses,  however* 
is  provided,  the  effect  of  this  exclusion,  besides  disturbing  eusting 
Interests  of  owner  and  occupier,  would  be  to  render  some  hnodrede 
of  piH>plo  Aenjefesf.  It  would  be  an  easy  task  to  refuse  registrj  to  all 
houses  assessed  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  at  a  less  sum  than  liML^  as 
ret|uirod  by  the  Act  just  introduced  at  HuddersfiM^  but  to  Oj^ims 
such  a  provision  kert  would  abolish  suddenly  the  wkoie  of  the  ezistiDg 
Imlging-houses,  the  highest  and  best  of  which  is  rated  at  9iL  IOil  only, 
whilst  some  are  assessed  as  low  as  \L  St.,  and  the  majority  of  those 
we  visited  at  amounts  varying  from  ^  4iL,  and  5L  each. 

Such  a  course,  therefore,  your  committee  deems  impracticable  at 
iiaiifiut  i  but  they  are  prepared  to  necommend  for  the  adoption  of  the 
council  another  plan,  whereby  all  lodging-houses  shall  be  suffered  to 
receive  a  limited  number  of  persons,  according  to  a  fixed  standard  of 
the  respective  tiimtenskms  of  the  rooms,  subject  to  the  amdiUem  that 
certain  arrangements  are  made  for  ensuring  a  due  supply  of  air  by 
adequate  ventilation.  Crowding  is  at  all  times  injurious  to  health, 
but  especially  so  when  no  sufficient  means  are  employed  for  a  rrmemai 
of  this  essential  element.  The  foul  air  must  be  made  to  eseape  bj 
apertures  through  the  ceiliQgs  and  waUs,  and  the  ingress  of  fresh  air 
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secured  oo  priociples  and  plans  as  mach  as  possible  beyond  the  con- 
trol  and  evasion  of  the  inmates^  who  are  ever  ready  ignorantly  to  stuff 
«p  and  close  any  crevice  whereby  they  might  be  benefited  by  this 
vital  flaid. 

If  the  office  of  a  common  lodging-house  keeper  be  a  profitable 
t>usiness,  as  is  alleged,  the  owner  and  occupier  will  singly,  or  mutu* 
ally,  your  committee  think,  agree  to  adopt  certain  prescribed,  simple, 
mad  inexpensive  systems  of  ventilation  to  each  apartment,  as  one  of 
aJie  conditions  alone  on  which  these  houses  can  be  thus  appropriated 
for  lodgers ;  whilst,  after  the  first  registry  is  completed,  they  recoro« 
mend  that,  in  order  to  encourage  the  substitution  of  a  better  clsss  pf 
dwellings,  all  future  houses  devoted  to  these  purposes  shall  be  rated 
Uo  the  relief  of  the  poor  to  a  certain  stated  amount. 

Calculations  as  to  dimensions  will  thus  determine  the  number  of 
"beds  and  persons  that  may  safely  be  allowed,  the  principle  will  be 
simplified*  and  a  progressive  improvement  as  to  the  regulation  of  all 
aobsequently  registered  lodging-houses  ensured. 

The  faulty  construction  of  these  houses  will  not  admit  of  a  perfect 
syatem  of  ventilation,  and  the  air  admitted  will  in  the  winter  season 
be  coId»  which,  however,  is  preferable  to  having  no  air  at  all ;  and  the 
proposed  minimum  of  cubic  space  allotted  to  each  bed  is  far  less  than 
could  be  otherwise  desired,  were  not  some  compromise  of  opinion 
under  the  circumstances  absolutely  demanded.  The  air-bricks^  iron 
^^roHngSt  and  ventilaUng  panes^  when  made  without  valves,  traps,  or 
governing  flaps,  are  not  expensive ;  and  when  suitably  placed,  arc 
efficient  for  the  purpose,  and  not  liable  to  get  out  of  order,  though 
those  within  reach  might  be  choked  up,  if  permitted,  which  would 
otherwise  ensure  a  change  of  air. 

With  regard  to  the  standard  your  committee  have  taken  as  to  the 
cubic  area  required  for  each  double  bed,  they  would  observe  that  the 
prison  allowance  of  air  is  1000  cubic  feet  for  each  criminal,  and  that 
the  mmimwn  quantity  recently  recommended  for  the  sick  wards  of  the 
metropolitan  workhouses,  exclusive  of  ventilating  arrangements,  is 
800  for  each  individual, — comparisons  which  will  enable  the  council 
to  form  an  idea  of  the  great  moderation  of  the  measures  suggested 
by  the  committee. 

Finally,  as  it  is  understood  that  no  charge  is  usually  made  for 
children  accompanying  their  parents,  the  proposed  dimensions  include 
an  allowance  for  the  accommodatipn  of  a  reasonable  number  of  them; 
and  the  resident  members  of  the  family  must  be  lodged  on  the  ground- 
floor,  or  house.  The  effect  of  these  regulations,  it  is  expected,  will 
be,  that  in  many  cases  where  there  are  now  fix  beds  in  a  chamber,  the 
number  permitted  will  be  reduced  to  foury  and  in  a  like  proportion 
downwards,  or  thereabouts. 

For  the  more  effectually  providing  against  disease  and  for  the  pre- 
servation and  security  of  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  common  lodging-houses,  the  Sanitary  Committee 
unanimously  recommend  the  following  regulations  for  the  sanction  of 
the  council : — 

1st.  That  such  of  the  existing  lodging-houses  as  shall  have  been 
duly  registered  by  the  1st  day  of  June  next,  and  shall  have  conformed 
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to  the  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Town  Council  as  to  ceitaitt  iie^ 
cessary  alterations  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  better  ventilatkNi  of 
these  dwellings,  shall  continue  to  receive  such  limited  number  •f 
persons  as  the  cubic  area  of  the  respective  rooms  will  safely  admit. 

2nd.  That  the  surveyor,  or  other  qualified  person,  shall  superintead 
or  otherwise  assist  the  owner  or  occupier  in  the  necessary  improfe- 
nierttSy  and  apprise  them  to  this  effect. 

drd.  That  the  cost  to  the  owner  or  occupier  for  these  alterations 
shall  in  no  case  exceed  SOs,  for  each  house ;  and  that  in  the  deftmh 
of  the  adoption  of  thette  improvements  by  the  1st  of  June,  such  hoaw 
shall  be  struck  off  the  register. 

4th.  That  the  dimensions  of  the  respective  chambers  shall  gorera 
the  number  of  inmates  to  be  received  as  lodgers,  the  standard  oracale 
of  limitation  being  that  there  shall  be  two  hundred  cmd  fifty  eyiriejeti 
cf  space  for  each  adult  person,  or  five  hundred  for  each  double  bed>- 
stead,  including  a  reasonable  number  of  children, — the  members  of 
the  family  being  understood  to  occupy  the  ground-floor.* 

5th.  That  after  the  1st  day  of  June  liext,  no  house  in  future  skall 
be  appropriated  to  lodgers,  or  be  admitted  on  the  register  (except  the 
then  existing  ones)  which  shall  be  assessed  to  the  relief  of  this  peer 
on  a  less  sum  than  6/. 

6th.  That  these  resolutions,  together  with  a  copy  of  such  bye*lm«ps 
of  the  council  as  affect  and  regulate  the  periodical  cleansings  mad 
lime-washing  of  the  common  lodging-houses,  shall  be  forwarded 
without  delay  to  each  lodging-house  keeper.'* 
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On  Monday,  the  8th  of  October,  the  first  public  meeting  of  the  Tub* 
bridge  Wells  Branch  Society  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the 
Labouring  Classes,  was  held  in  the  Corn  Exchange.  Notwitbstaod* 
ing  the  extreme  wetness  of  the  day,  which  no  doubt  prevented  maaf 
attending,  the  large  room  was  filled  with  a  highly  respectable  and 
attentive  audience.  The  chair  was  kindly  taken  by  Ijord  Asliley  { 
and  on  the  platform  we  observed  the  Rev.  Sir  Henry  Thomp- 
son, Bart.)  the  Rev.  Dr.  Curaming,  the  Rev.  Stephen  Langstone* 
the  Rev.  W.  E.  Light,  W.  S.  Taylor,  Esq.,  Thomas  Gurney,  Esq., 
W.  H.  Yaldwin,  Esq.  of  Tunbridge,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davis,  Oswald 
Mosley,  Esq.  There  were  also  present,  the  Rev.  T.  W.  FraDklra^ 
Arthur  Pott,  Esq.,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alfree,  Thomas  Alfree,  Esq.,  &(^&c» 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Light  having  opened  the  proceedings  with  prayer— i 
The  noble  Chairman  saia  that  there  might  be  many  reasoDS, 
assigned  for  his  having  offered  to  take  the  chair  that  day,  and  he 
thought  they  would  all  agree  with  him  that  there  could  be  no  reason 
at  all  assigned  why  he  should  not  take  part  in  this  their  first  anai* 
versary.  At  this  particular  period  of  the  year,  when  our  legislators 
seek  for  recreation  in  the  country,  he  had  come  down  to  this  place 

^  It  will  not  be  found  pneticable  to  keep  persons  in  health  with  an  allowance  of 
only  350  eitbio  feet  of  space  for  etch  adolt— Ed. 
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to  se^k  repose  Md  invigorated  health  after  the  ardaouft  duties  of 
the  parliamentary  si^ssion  were  ovfer;  and  it,  perhaps,  tnight  have 
l>een  resolved  upon  holding  the  meeting  at  this  period,  seeing  that 
lie    had  taken  a  somewhat  active  part  in  institutions  of  this  kind, 
tiiat  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  joining  with  them.     Be  that 
WkB  it  might,  however,  he  thought  the  Society  was  perfectly  justified 
in  calling  this  meeting  together,  to  offer  their  gratitude  to  Almighty 
Ood  for  his  great  mercy  in  sparing  this  place  from  the  visitation 
of  that  plague  with  which  he   had  seen  fit,  in   His   all-wise  pro- 
evidence,  to  visit  so  many  other  towns  and  rural   districts,  and  to 
testify  that  gratitude  by  resolving  to  improve  the  condition  of  our 
poorer  neighbours.     The  object  of  the  Society  they  were  now  met  to 
support  was,  as  they  were  no  doubt  well  aware,  to  build  model  houses 
for  the  labouring  poor.     In  this  he  thought  they  acted  wisely ;  and 
■aot  only  so,  it  was  their  duty  so  to  do.     It  was  a  duty  they  owed  to 
^heir  poorer  brethren — it  was  a  duty  they  owed  to  themselves — it 
'^rnn  a  duty  they  owed  to  Him  who  had  placed  it  in  their  power  thus 
%o  aet,  and  whose  stewards  they  were.     At  the  present  time,  the 
clwellings  of  the  poor  were  far  from  being  what. they  ought  to  be; 
atnd  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  from  much  personal  experience,  that 
It  was  to  little  or  no  purpose,  so  far  as  these  poor  creatures  were  con- 
cerned, their  appointing  of  ministers  and  sending  forth  missionaries,  if 
"Ehey  continued  to  let  the  people  live  in  their  present  wretched  abodes 
«f  filth  and  misery.     He  knew  that  in  making  this  remark  he  should 
l)e  met  by  many  who  would  say,  this  is  all  very  well  so  far  as  the  large 
towns  go,  but  the  evils  of  which  you  are  now  speaking  are  not  to  be 
anet  with  in  the  ruM  districts.     Let  him  tell  them  that  it  was  in  the 
Yural  districts  where  the  people  were  congregated  together  that  the 
«vils  existed  in  a  greater  degree  than  they  did  even  in  the  worst  places 
In  large  toWns.    This,  perhaps,  might  startle  them  at  first  mention  of 
the  sabject,  but  it  was  nevertheless  true.  The  fact  was,  that  many  in 
comfortable  circumstances  themselves  had  not  the  least  idea  of  the 
wretched  state  and  condition  of  their  poorer  neighbours.     What  they 
had,  however,  failed  to  see  with  their  eyes,  had  been  brought  home  to 
their  senses,  by  the  disease  by  which  this  country  had  been  visited. 
It  had  spoken  to  thehi  iii  language  not  to  be  misunderstood — ^it  had 
brought  to  Kght  many  things  that,  till  now,  had  been  hidden  in  dark- 
ness.  The  Sanitary  Commissioners  who  had  been  sent  to  examine  into 
the  atatte  of  things  where  so  mtieh  disease  and  sickness  had  occurred, 
had  reported  of  things  which  no  one  would  have  believed  could  possibly 
be  tme ;  and  this  in  the  rural  districts,  too,  where  there  was  every 
outward  appearance  of  comfort  and  cleanliness,  thus  showing  that 
neither  the  purity  of  the  water,  the  bracing  qualities  of  the  air,  nor  the 
beaiitlfal  scenery  by  which  they  were  surrounded,  were  safeguards 
against  disease  while  filth  and  misery  existed  in  and  about  their  dwell- 
ings.    But  the  fact  was,  very  few  people  really  knew  what  was  going 
on  around  them.     Things  looked  pleasant  to  the  eye  as  they  rode  or 
walked  along,  and  they  fancied  all  was  right.    He  verily  believed  the 
good  people  of  Tunbridge  Wells  knew  but  very  little  of  what  was  going 
on  even  around  them.   He  had  heard  people  say,  since  he  had  been  in 
this  towv,  that  St  was  wholly  needless  to  do  more  than  had  already  been 
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done  ID  the  cleansing  of  the  place.  They  fancied  that,  becanae  tbey 
had  hitherto  been  providentially  preserved  they  had  little  or  no  cause 
to  fear  the  disease  that  had  made  so  sad  a  havoc  elsewhere.  But  let 
them  not  deceive  themselves.  He  would  not  name  the  localities,  but  he 
would  point  out  the  spots  that  were  as  foul  and  as  liable  to  engender 
disease  as  any  place  be  could  point  out  in  this  land  ;  and  they  might 
depend  upon  it,  that,  if  it  was  allowed  to  continue,  some  day  or  other 
the  disease  would  break  out  and  bring  down  this  town  to  a  level  with 
others.  They  must  not  go  on,  depending  upon  the  excellence  of  their 
water,  the  purity  of  their  air,  the  natural  dryness  of  their  soil,  and  tbe 
delightful  scenery  by  which  they  were  surrounded  ;  these  things, ao 
invaluable  in  themselves,  would  be  rendered  perfectly  useless  in  pre- 
venting the  disease  engendered  by  the  miasma  arising  from  the  filthy 
plague-spots  to  which  he  had  alluded.  He  would  not,  however, 
enlarge  upon  this  subject,  but  point  to  another  equally  as  importaot— 
and  that  was,  the  overcrowding  of  persons  in  our  dwellings.  To  this 
subject  the  Board  of  Health  had  devoted  much  of  their  attention,  and 
the  result  of  their  inquiries  was,  that  they  had  discovered  that  nothiog 
more  invited  and  encouraged  the  disease  than  the  overcrowding  oC 
dwellings.  It  was  ten  times  more  injurious  than  either  bad  water  or 
bad  drainage.  As  an  illustration  of  this  fact,  he  would  remind  them  of 
the  late  terrible  case  at  Tooting,  where  so  many  were  carried  off  througl^ 
the  overcrowding  of  so  many  in  close  rooms,  in  which  there  was  no  po»> 
sible  means  of  sufficient  ventilation.  They  had  also  a  most  striking 
instance  of  the  ravages  of  cholera  in  the  rural  districts,  through  filth  and 
misery,  and  the  overcrowding  of  houses,  in  a  small  village  in  Norfolk 
— the  total  number  of  inhabitants  of  which  was  1 15.  It  was  precisely 
the  place  where  one  notaware  of  the  real  circumstances  would  naturally 
have  supposed  they  would  have  escaped  the  disease,  and  yet  of  these  115 
souls,  not  less  than  fifty-nine  were  taken  away — being  more  than  one* 
third  of  the  whole  population.  A  still  more  striking  instance  was  that  of 
a  small  hamlet  in  Buckinghamshire,  which  contained  fifty-nine  iohar 
bitants.  This  hamlet,  one  would  have  supposed  passing  on  either  side  of 
it,  was  not  only  one  of  the  pleasantest,  but  one  of  the  healthiest  spots  in 
the  kingdom.  But  it  contained  all  the  seeds  of  disease ;  and  of  the  fif^* 
nine,  no  less  than  nineteen  were  struck  with  the  cholera,  and  interred 
within  the  short  space  of  a  very  few  hours  of  each  other.  Had  London 
been  thus  severely  visited  in  proportion  to  its  number  of  inhabitants, 
no  less  than  600,000  would  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  cholera  in  London 
alone.  He  pointed  out  these  things  to  show  them  what  an  agent  the 
cholera  was  in  localities  favourable  to  its  destroying  influence ;  and  he 
would  tell  them  that,  by  neglecting  the  cleanliness  and  comfort  of 
the  poor  they  might  make  ail  localities  alike  favourable  to  its  der 
vastating  influence.  He  knew  that  many  thought  that,  because  tbey 
themselves  had  all  necessary  comforts,  they  were  safe;  but  let  him 
remind  them,  that  it  was  to  their  interest  as  well  as  their  duty  to  pro- 
vide clean  and  comfortable  residences  for  the  poor.  If  they  looked 
at  the  returns  that  had  been  made,  they  would  find  that  by  far  the 
greater  portion  of  those  who  had  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  cholera,  were 
those  who  ranked  among  the  middle  and  the  wealthy  classes  in  life,  as 
though  God  had  seen  fit  to  visit  upon  the  richer  portion  of  his  creaturest 
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the  sin  of  neglecting  the  comforts  of  their  poorer  brethren.    Terrible 

as  was  the  cholera  in  1882,  it  had  been  still  more  terrible  in  the  year 

1849,  nor  had  we  any  security  but  that  on  its  next  visit  it  might  be 

tliree  times  more  terrible  than  it  had  been  on  the  present  occasion. 

^ot  only  had  it  made  terrible  havoc  within  these  realms,  but  it  had 

made  terrible  havoc  in  the  other  countries  of  Europe.     At  the  Board 

of  Health  they  had  received  records  from  St.  Petersburg,  from  which 

it  appeared  that  in  the  Russian  empire  no  less  than  800,000  persons 

liad  fallen  victims  to  the  scourge.  He  sincerely  trusted  that  this  awful 

Saltation  of  the  Almighty  would  turn  men's  minds  and  hearts  to 

aa  more  complete  discharge  of  their  duty  to  God,  themselves,  and  to 

^heir  neighbours.     He  was  happy  to  find  that  this  did  now  seem  to 

^be  a  more  general  feeling  among  mankind,  and  that  the  public  press 

^was  also  taking  up  the  cause  in  a  most  earnest  and  praiseworthy 

snanner.     It  required  no  argument  to  show  that  hitherto  this  town 

liad  been  most  mercifully  preserved.    Let  them  not  neglect  their  duty 

«re  it  was  too  late.     In  1832,  when  the  cholera  visited  this  country, 

many  persons  made  promises  of  performing  many  things ;  but  the 

plague  was  stayed,  and  the  promises  were  forgotten.     He  trusted 

men  had  now  become  more  wise — ^that  they  would  turn  their  hearts 

to  seek  after  God,  which  was  of  far  more  importance  than  the  things 

ef  this  life,  not  forgetting,  at  the  same  time,  to  do  all  in  their  power 

to  ameliorate  the  condition,  and  to  benefit  their  poorer  neighbours. 

He  trusted  that  this  would  be  the  result  of  this  awful  visitation — at 

all  events,  let  that  be  the  result  of  this  meeting.     Although  they  were 

a  small  body,  they  knew  not  what  beneficial  results  might  flow  from 

the  good  example  they  showed  to  those  around  them.     It  was  a 

little  leaven  that  leavened  the  whole  lump.     In  conclusion,  he  would 

exhort  them  thus  to  act,  that  by  giving  their  hearts  to  God,  and 

showing  mercy  to  the  poor,  they  might  avert  the  judgments  of  the 

Most  High  from  our  land.      The  noble  lord  then  called  upon  Mr. 

E.  N.  Stevens,  assistant-secretary  to  the  Association,  to  read  the 

Report. 

We  regret  that  our  space  will  not  allow  us  to  insert  more  of  the 
interesting  proceedings  of  this  Association  than  the  following  speech 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gumming : — 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Gumming  said,  that  he  had  been  very  forcibly  struck, 
while  his  lordship  was  speaking  of  the  filth  in  that  neighbourhood, 
sufficient  to  create  a  pestilential  disease,  of  a  circumstance  that  oc- 
curred on  one  occasion  when  he  was  down  here  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health.  His  sense  of  smelling  was  exceedingly  sensitive,  and  he  had 
often  been  much  annoyed,  in  passing  along  Drury  Lane,  with  the 
nauseoos  and  unwholesome  smells  in  that  neighbourhood.  One  day, 
u  he  was  walking  about  enjoying  the  invigorating  breeze  of  this 
neighbourhood,  the  thought  occurred  to  him,  whether  or  not,  in  this 
delightful  place,  there  was  a  spot  that  was  at  all  analogous  to  Drury 
Lane.  He  made  some  inquiries,  some  directed  him  to  one  place,  and 
some  to  another,  and  one  man  thought  that  the  most  likely  place  was 
Tatley*s  Village.  In  strolling  about,  he  one  day  came  to  a  small 
thatched  cottage,  situated  beyond  the  Parade,  and  seeing  that  they  sold 
good  ginger  beer  at  a  penny  a  bottle,  he  walked  in.    On  entering  into 
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conversation  with  the  woman,  he  said  to  h^r,  you  seem  to  have  a  rwy 
comfortable  little  cottage  here,  and  most  pleasantly  situated.  She  re- 
plied, <*  it  was  a  comfortable  cottage  enough,  but  it  had  one  bad  lm|ilt| 
when  it  rained  the  wet  came  in  ;  they  were  always  plagued  with  the  wet 
in  rainy  weather."  He  said,  that  was  indeed  exceedingly  bad.  **  Ob>" 
replied  she,  **  that  is  not  half  so  bad  as  another  nuisance.*'  What  waa 
that  ?  he  asked.  **  Oh,"  said  she,  **  we  have  no  peace  night  norday,  only 
when  the  wind  is  in  one  quarter,  and  that  was  when  it  was  in  the  oorth- 
west.  At  all  other  times,"  she  added,  **  the  stench  arising  from  that  4i|ah 
was  intolerable ;"  and  just  at  that  time,  with  a  breeze  of  wiud,oame  tM* 
foul  stench  arising  from  the  filthy  ditch.  Now,  thought  he,  I  hava 
discovered  the  spot  analogous  to  Drury  Lane.  Well,  he  asked  the  poor 
woman  what  she  might  give  for  that  awful  abode,  and  she  replied,  12jl 
a-year.  Now,  he  would  engage  to  say,  that  for  this  annual  rent,  and 
get  a  good  per-centage  for  his  money,  a  cottage,  a  palace  almost  la 
comparison  with  the  one  in  which  this  poor  woman  lived,  might  be 
erected.  And  it  was  for  sins  like  these,  our  neglect  in  perforoiiog  our 
duty  to  our  poorer  brethren  in  providing  them  with  clean  and  oral* 
fortable  dwellings,  that  the  Lord  had  seen  fit  to  visit  this  nation.  In 
answer  to  his  creatures'  prayers,  however,  it  had  pleased  him  of  hia 
mercy  to  abate  the  plague.  He  visited  us  for  our  sins  and  our  neglecty 
and  it  was  not  till  we  had  cried  to  him  for  mercy  that  he  had  withdrawn 
his  afflicting  hand.  But  in  that  he  had  been  pleased  to  listen  to  oar 
prayers,  let  us  be  thankful  to  him  for  his  mercies  and  his  loving  kindnea^ 
to  the  children  of  men.  He  trusted  that  this  affliction  which  he  had  seat 
among  us,  would  teach  men  to  be  wise  to  their  best  interests.  It  was 
a  national  visitation,  and  for  this  his  mercy,  in  turning  from  ua  hia 
national  displeasure,  might  the  nation  be  thankful.  The  nation  bad 
sinned,  and  those  poor  sheep  who  had  been  cutoff  had  fallen  a  sacrifiea. 
He  trusted  that,  as  we  werd  nationally  responsible,  that  we  should  hava 
one  day  set  apart  for  a  national  thanksgiving,  and  men  might  learn  wit* 
dom  from  the  past.  They  must  remember  that  the  judgments  of  God 
were  not  to  be  trifled  with.  Although  he  had  stayed  the  plague,  if  theso 
foul  spots  were  allowed  to  remain,  the  disease  would  return  again,  and 
it  would  have  its  victims.  The  late  affliction  had  taught  them  one  leaaon* 
whereby  they  ought  to  humble  themselves  and  repent :  it  had  taught 
them  that  they  had  not  done  their  duty  to  the  poor ;  it  showed  us  in  the 
beautiful  language  of  the  Church  of  England  liturgy,  that  we  have  left 
undone  many  things  that  we  ought  to  have  done.  Oh,  that  the  men  of 
this  nation  were  wise,  that  they  would  consider  these  things,  and  do  their 
duty  to  their  God  and  to  their  fellow  roan  as  much  as  in  them  lay.  Thm 
church  of  which  he  was  pastor  devoted  one  day  to  humiliation  and  pr^yaf» 
that  it  would  please  God  to  stay  his  judgments,  and  at  the  same  tiaae 
made  collections  for  their  poorer  brethren  who  were  afflicted  with  thia 
grievous  malady.  On  that  occasion,  no  less  a  sum  than  150/.  wasoql-f 
lected  in  his  own  church.  A  portion  of  this  they  divided  among  seToa 
physicians  for  the  relief  of  the  sick,  whom  they  should  be  called  in  |q 
visit.  They  had  a  portion  still  left  for  other  cases  that  might  happen* 
But  a  few  days  ago,  a  fellow-countryman  of  his  called  upon  him,  and 
asked  if  he  could  not  spare  a  portion  of  that  which  was  remaining  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  in  erecting  model  lodging-houses  for  the  poor 
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number,  which  have  been  for  some  years  under  the  able  direction  of 
Major  Taylor. 

tenants'  supper. 

On  Thursday  eveningi  the  11th  Oct.,  a  supper  was  given  to  the 
whole  of  the  tenants  of  both  the  allotment  grounds  and  the  model 
cottages,  at  the  Clarence  Tavern  ;  there  were  present  about  seventy 
in  number.  The  supper  consisted  of  good  old  English  fare  of  roast 
and  boiled  beef  and  mutton,  and  plum  pudding,  &c.  They  were 
addressed  by  Mr.  Wood,  the  secretary  of  the  Society,  &c..  Rev.  H. 
T.  Lumsden,  J.  Waithman,  Esq.,  Mr.  Stevens,  &c.  During  the 
evening,  they  sung  the  national  anthem,  and  after  enjoying  them- 
selves in  pleasant,  social  conversation,  they  departed  in  good  order  a 
little  after  ten  o'clock,  highly  delighted  with  their  entertainment 


Errata. — In  eztractiog  from  the  address  at  p.  173,  five  lines  of  suppressed 
matter  have  been  accidentally  inserted  oat  of  place.  The  words  to  be  eaneeUed 
are,  from  **  parsoit,"  line  16,  to  **  worldly,"  line  20. 


Donations  and  Subscriptions^  from  the  ZOth  of  September 
to  the  Slst  of  October^  1849. 

•«•  Those  sums  to  which  (O.)  is  prefixed  are  DonatioDSj  all  other*  are  Aonaal  Sahscrlptions. 


£    $.    d, 

W.  £.  Habbard,  Esq.,  Forest 

Hoa8e,Leyton8tone(2ndD.)  5  0  0 
Hod.  £.  Phipps,  Park-lane  .110 
Bev.  T.  Franklyn,  Tunbridge 

Wells,  per  the  Lord  Ashley, 

M.P 110 

BeT.  E.  Auriol,  Mecklenbtirgb- 

sqnare 110 

J.  A.  Longridge,  Esq.,  Tyne- 

moath,  North  Shields     ..110 
F.  H.  N.  Olossop,  Esq.,  Isle- 
worth,  Middlesex     ...     1     1     0 
8.    Tremenhere,    Esq.,    Pall 

Mall 110 

O.  Pilcher,  Esq.,  Gt.  George- 
street,  Westminster   ...     I     1     0 
B.    Davy,     Esq.,     Bingwood, 

Hants 0  10    0 

Per  Mr,  Martin,  Agent. 

W.  H.  Yaldwyn,  Esq.    ...     1     1  0 

Bey.  J.  I.  Monypenny    .    .     .    0  10  0 

S.  L.  Lnoas,  Esq 0  10  0 


DonatioiiB 


Familj  bodirinff- 


X    s.   4. 


From  M.   0. — One  who  baa 
read  Lord  Ashley's  Letter  in 
The  Tifnes  of  the  19th  inst, 
as  a  Thank  Offering  for  pre- 
servation of  herself  and  fa- 
mily from  the  late  epidemic   100 
Dowager  Lady  Cooper  ...  10 
Lieut.-Col.  Seymour      ...     5 
G.  Pownall,  Esq.,  per  H.  Bo- 
berts,  Esq.,  F.S.A.     ...     5 

J.  M.G 3 

Genera]  Bradshaw     ....    2 

G.  Wingfleld,  Esq 2 

G.  LH 2 

J.  C.Hall,  Esq 

B.  Bamsden,  Esq 

S.  Nodes,  Esq 

Mrs.  Smith 

Miss  Barrow 


Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Savill,  at  his  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  Parish  of 
St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  published 
by  JoHB  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  where  all 
Communications  are  to  be  addressed.— Sold  by  Seeleys,  Fleet  Street ;  Niabet  and 
Co.,  Berners  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  London. 


ts^e  Uta1>0mtv*&  ifftimtf* 


DECEMBER,  1849. 


No.  LXVIL  JJiiii  ^txiti.  Vrice  {id. 


SOCIETY  FOR   IMPROVING  THE  CONDITION   OF 
THE  LABOURING  CLASSES. 


COXTTBITTS. 


Proceedings  of  the  Society  during 
tlie  Montb  of  November  .     .     .  p.  lOJj 

Buildings  for  Work-pcopic  iit  Brussels, 
under  Government  nulhority     .     .  lO.') 

Crewkerne,  Chai-d,  and  Ilminster 
Labourer's  Friend  Society   .     .     .  100 

Counauglit  Industrial  Schools      .     .  1  tM) 


Lodging-houses  for  Female  Opera- 
tives    -^.on 

Social  Improvement  in  Tails  .     .     .  iJ(U 

Thjink8gi>ing  Oflcriu^s      ....  -i^^-i 


Donations  and  Subscriptions  during 
the  Month  of  November  ....  208 


PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  NOVEMBER. 

JCxt'tvr  Hall,  Strand. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  12th  November.  Present: — 
Major  Little,  in  the  Chair;  Henry  Blanchard,  E.  II.  Fitzherbert, 
Philip  Rose,  J.  Sperling,  Thomas  Twining,  jun.,  Henry  Roberts, 
Wm.  Grdgson,  and  R.  B.  Sceley,  Esquires,  and  Rev.  S.  R. 
Cattley.    Lord  Radstock,  Visitor. 

Letters  were  read  from  J.  M.  Strachan,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Tate,  resigning  their  office  as  members  of  committee; 
and  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bateman,  F.  II.  N.  GIossop,  and 
Samuel  Hanson,  Esquires,  were  elected  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  having  been  directed  to  the 
valuable  gratuitous  services  of  Edward  Unwin  Berry,  Esq., 
who  has  for  some  time  filled  the  office  of  honorary  surgeon  to 
the  Society's  Lodging  Houses,  it  was  resolved  that  the  thanks 
of  the  committee  be  presented  to  him  for  his  kind  and  vigilant 
attention  to  the  inmates,  and  especially  during  the  prevalence  of 
the  late  epidemic.  ^f 

The  Report  of  the  allotment  agent  was  read,  stating  that  the^  F< 
rents  of  the  Society's  allotments  at  Winchmore  Hill,  Little  Stan-?! 

NO.  LXVIL  N  ^ 
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more,  West   Mailing,   Talwortb,   Riishet  Waste,  DentODt  and 

Chatham,  have  all  been  paid  with  great  punctuality,  and  the 
allotments  have  been  well  managed  through  the  year. 

The  Hadlow  rent  supper  was  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  Ton- 
bridge,  which  was  kindly  lent  for  the  purpose,  free  of  charge, 
when  seventy-eight  out  of  eighty  tenants  attended  and  paid  their 
rents ;  and  such  has  been  the  effect  of  the  allotments  there,  that 
a  gentleman  farmer  from  Hadlow  declared  that  he  did  not  know 
of  one  bad  character  in  the  whole  parish. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings  report  that  the  building  in 
Strcatham-street  is  going  on  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  architect, 
and  that  the  tiling  of  the  roof,  arches,  and  several  of  the  floors,  is 
now  completed. 

They  have  also  to  report  that  the  three  lodging-houses  for 
single  men  continue  fully  occupied ;  that  the  tenants  are  orderly, 
ana  in  the  same  healthy  state  as  reported  to  the  last  meeting. 

The  Female  House,  in  Hatton  Garden,  has  fourteen  inmates. 

The  Committee  met  again,  by  adjournment,  on  Saturday,  the 
24th  November.  Present: — Lord  Ashley,  in  the  Chair;  F.li.N. 
Glossop,  Wm.  Gregson,  Thomas  Twining,  lun.,  Samuel  Hanson, 
11.  B.  Seelejr,  Henry  Roberts,  Henry  Blanchard,  and  E.  P. 
Hathaway,  Enquires. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  the  amount  received  for  coUeo- 
tions  made  at  the  churches  on  the  day  of  public  thanksgiving, 
amounted  to  1675/.  I5s,3d.;  and  the  amount  of  donationSi 
to  1185Z.  125. 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed — viz.. 

Resolved,  that  the  Committee  respectfully  present  their  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London,  for  the  counte- 
nance and  support  which  he  has  uniformly  afforded  to  the  Society, 
and  more  especially  for  his  Lordship's  powerful  recommendation 
of  its  claims  to  the  clergy  of  his  diocese,  in  consequence  of  which 
considerable  collections  made  in  various  churches  and  chapels  in 
London  and  elsewhere,  on  the  Day  of  Public  Thanksgiving,  have 
been  already  received  by  the  Society, 

It  was  also  resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Committee  be  pre- 
sented to  the  parochial  and  other  clergy  of  the  diocese  of  Loniion, 
who  so  promptly  and  effectually  lent  their  aid  to  the  objects  and 
endeavours  of  this  Society,  by  bringing  ils  claims  before  their 
congregations,  in  their  late  Thanksgiving  Services.  Also,  that 
the  like  thanks  be  given  to  various  other  clergymen  in  different 
parts  of  England,  who  have  given  similar  aid  to  the  Society. 

It  was  also  resolved,  that  it  appears  expedient,  and  due  to  the 
contributors  on  the  late  occasion,  to  attempt  to  raise  some  New 
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CREWKERNE,  CHARD,  AND  ILMINSTER   LABOURER'S 
FRIEND  SOCIETY. 

Tub  Annual  Meeting  of  this  very  flourishing  Allotment  Society  was 
held  on  Saturday,  the  13th  of  October,  at  Crewkernc.  Although  the 
weather  was  anything  but  inviting,  a  very  large  party  of  ladies  aod 
gentlemen  mustered  in  the  Town-hall,  which  was,  as  usual,  decorated 
with  tlie  productions  of  tlie  cottagers.  Dahlias,  fuschias,  roses,  and 
other  flowers  were  prettily  intermingled  with  the  more  substantial 
products  of  the  allotments.  Onions,  parsnips,  potatoes,  turnips,  and 
carrots,  were  in  great  profusion,  and  borecole,  kohl  rabi,  and  other 
winter  greens  were  exhibited,  of  very  fine  appearance.  The  utmost 
interest  was  manifested  both  by  the  competitors,  (more  than  200  of 
whom  occupied  a  platform  at  the  end  of  the  hall,)  and  also  by  the 
very  large  company  present,  who  filled  the  rooms  even  to  the  door. 
Amongst  tliose  present  we  noticed  the  following : — The  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Bridport,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Hood,  C.  A.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.P., 
Lady  Bridport,  Mrs.  Whitehead,  Mrs.  Cole,  Mrs.  T.  Hoskins,  Mrs* 
Walrond,  Revds.  \V.  B.  Whitehead,  J.  B.  Coles,  George  Ware,  Alex- 
ander Templeman,  Crosse,  II.  Helyar,  C.  Penny,  Bond,  Newberry, 
J.  Wills,  Woodcock,  &c  ,  T.  Hoskins,  Esq.,  W.  Sparks,  Esq.,  —  Coles, 
Esq., —  Ilayward,  Esq.,  J.  James,  Esq.,  H.  Rocheford,  Esq.,  Hon. 
Mrs.  Rocheford,  Mrs.  Penny,  Mrs.  J.  Spairks,  Misses  Best,  Rev.  J. 
Allen,  W.  Hoskins,  Esq.,  Miss  Sparks,  John  Sparks,  Esq.,  Mrs. 
Johnson,  &c,  &c. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  Hood,  on  taking  the  chair,  said — The  seven- 
teenth anniversary  of  the  society  was  held  this  year,  in  one  respect 
under  most  favourable  auspices :  for,  by  God's  blessing,  the  harvest 
in  that  neighbourhood  hud  been  most  abundant — (hear,  hear,) — and 
tiic  potato  disease  (which  might  be  termed  the  poor  man's  enemy) 
had  come  in  a  greatly  miligated  form.  And  if  they  looked  around 
the  room  they  had  gratifying  proofs  that  the  productions  of  the  field- 
garden  allotments  had  been  this  season  very  excellent;  thereby  add- 
ing to  the  comforts  of  the  agricultural  labourer,  and  giving  him  a 
resource  against  the  approaching  winter.  The  object  of  this  society 
was  to  increase  the  produce  of  flie  soil;  to  add  to  the  comforts  of  the 
labouring  classes;  to  promote  their  moral  and  religious  condition; 
and  to  make  them  independent  of  parochial  relief.  These  objects  had 
been,  to  a  certain  extent,  attained  in  that  locality  by  the  formation  of 
this  society — he  said  to  a  certain  extent,  for  he  regretted  that  the 
allotment  system  was  not  established  in  every  town  in  the  kingdom, 
for  by  its  establishment  the  most  beneficial  results  were  produced — 
habits  of  industry  and  sobriety  being  inculcated  by  it,  whilst  at  th6 
same  lime  it  afTorded  many  of  the  comforts  of  life.  There  was  one 
rcfioction  that  did  not  convey  so  much  satisfaction,  and  that  was,  that 
the  subscriptions  to  this  society  had  been  latterly  diminishing,  whilst 
the  allotniLMits  had  been  increasing.  That  was  a  subject  of  much 
regret,  as  the  funds  now  did  not  admit  of  the  Committee  awarding 
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premiuins  to  some  industrious  occupiers  of  allotments.     He  could  nut 
refrain  from  urging  the  claims  of  such  a  society  upon  the  farmer,  the 
landlord)  and  the  tradesman,  each  of  whom  had  an  interest  in  the 
well-being  of  the  labourer,  >vho  would  not  be  found  ungrateful  or 
unwilling  to  makie  a  return  for  any  benefit  bestowed  upon  him.     He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  tliis  appeal  would  be  responded  to,  and  that 
their  able  secretaries  would,  at  the  next  meeting,  be  in  a  position  to 
say  that  the  funds  had  been  largely  increased.     The  possession  of  an 
allotment  might,  and  often  did,  mark  the  difierences  between  want  and 
sufficiency — between  privation  and  comfort;  but  of  course  it  could 
not  be  expected  to  be  the  sole  remedy  for  the  various  difficulties  which 
beset  the  labouring  classes.  He  believed  it,  however,  to  be  one  of  the 
most  ready  means  of  improving  their  condition  and  increasing  their 
comforts,  and  therefore  deserving  of  the  warmest  support  of  all  classes 
of  the  community.     The  hon.  Chairman  then  called  on 
The  Rev.  W.  B.  Whitehead,  who  read  the  Report. 
Lord  Bridpobt  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and  adopted. 
Mr.  Thomas  Hoskins  had  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  noble 
Iord*s  proposition.     The  report  touched  upon  a  variety  of  subjects, 
1%'ith  one  of  which  he  especially  was  very  much  struck — he  meant 
t  liat  of  cottages  and  lodging  houses  for  the  labouring  poor.     That 
'^^as  a  subject  which  had  occupied  the  attention  of  a  large  number  of 
landowners  and  others  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  it  was  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  welfare,  comfort,  and  happiness  of  the 
J>oor,  that  they  ought  to  give  it  their  earnest  attention.     He  trusted 
the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  something  of  the  kind  would  be 
carried  out  in  their  own  neighbourhood.    They  had,  indeed,  had  some 
^^ti  versation  on  the  subject,  but  nothing  definite  had  been  determined 
^^  »     yet  as  it  had  been  so  prominently  mentioned  in  the  report,  he 
trusted  their  best  attention  would*  be  turned  to  this  important  subject, 
AQd     that  something  would  be  done  in  it.     Before  he  sat  down  he 
^^tAld  just  throw  out  a  hint  respecting  the  cultivation  of  that  im- 
P^^>*t«nt  root  the  potato.     It  appeared  to  him  that  a  most  advantageous 
PrtOciple  in  connexion  with  that  root  had  been  overlooked,  and  that 
^^A    autumn  planting.     He  had  tried  the  experiment  himself  on  a 
**^^Jil  scale,  and  it  had  succeeded  so  extraordinarily  well  that  he  had 
^'^^H  the  liberty  of  sending  in  a  few  specimens.     [Mr.  Hoskins  then 
^.^■•ibsted  some  gigantic  specimens  of  the  kidney  potatoes,  the  large 
***^  cf  which  excited  much  admiration.]     They  happened  to  be  grown 
'^■^  ^erj  heavy  land;  it  had  previously  borne  a  very  good  crop  of  par- 
^'P«,  after  which  it  was  dressed  with  lime,  and  the  result,  he  thought 
^y    would  agree  with  him,  was  worth  thinking  about.     He  would 
'IJ^nimend  them  to  try  the  experiment  of  planting  a  portion  of  their 
***Otiiienta  on  a  dry  soil  with  potatoes  this  autumn — putting  in  the 
f?^^  a  sufficient  depth,  say  six  or  seven  inches.     His  man  assured 
^^  that  he  had  taken  up  at  least  ten  under  each  root — of  course  not 
^  >o  fine  as  those  exhibited,  but  they  were  all  sound.     He  could  not 
^f  that  that  might  be  the  result  another  year,  but  he  thought  it  was, 
^  •tjr  the  least  of  it,  encouraging. 
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The  Rev.  Geo.  Ware,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  observed  that 
it  referred  with  thankfulness  to  the  continued  beneficial  efitectji  of  the 
field-garden  system  on  the  moral  and  physical  'condition  of  the  la- 
bourers. That  had  been  seen  from  seventeen  years'  experience,  and 
there  was  nothing  like  experience.  The  truth  was,  the  society  was 
one  of  the  most  catholic  kind ;  it  was  not  a  religious  society,  though 
it  might  be  the  handmaid  of  Religion.  It  asked  no  questions  of  any 
persons,  but  it  examined  into  the  characters  of  those  who  were  to 
possess  allotments.  It  helped  those  who  helped  themselves,  and  It 
was  evident  that  it  ought  to  do  this  and  nothing  else.  The  resolution 
spoke  of  the  improvement  of  the  labourer's  moral  and  physical  condi- 
tion. They  knew  that  the  society  had  acted  beneficially  in  a  moral 
point  of  view,  and  therefore  it  was  a  handmaid  to  religion.  The 
command  of  God  was,  that  we  should  reverence  the  Sabbath-day, 
and^this'  the  society  sought  to  obey  by  directing  a  regular  attendance 
of  its  tenants  at  their  usual  places  of  worship.  For  bis  own  part  he 
felt  grateful  that  his  parish  was  blessed  with  field  gardens,  and  for 
their  introduction  he  sincerely  thanked  Lord  Bridport.  Wherever 
this  society  had  introduced  itself,  there  the  labourers  were  in  much 
better  physical  condition.  They  lived  better  and  were  better  able  to 
do  their  master's  work.  He  had  heard  it  objected  that  if  a  man  la: 
boured  for  himself  in  the  morning  he  was  not  able  to  perform  his 
master's  work^  but  experience  had  shown  that  this  was  not  the  truth. 
The  second  part  of  the  resolution  pledged  them  to  increased  exertion  ; 
this  must  be  effected,  or  they  must  stop  short.  There  had  been  a 
considerable  increase  of  allotments,  but  there  had  not  been  any  in- 
crease of  means ;  and  the  consequence  would  be,  that  unless  exerttons 
were  made  there  must  be  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  prizes. 
Two  or  three  years  ago — when  there  was  a  very  hard  winter  indeed, 
and  a  great  deal  of  privation  amongst  the  poor — a  friend  of  his  met 
a  labourer  who  had  a  very  large  family,  and,  after  inquiring  about  his 
condition,  he  remarked — *<I  suppose  you've  been  on  the  list  some 
time?"  **Li8t,  sir!"  said  the  man.  "Yes,  at  the  union,"  said  the 
gentleman.  **  Union  I  list!"  ejaculated  the  labourer,  "Lor*,  no  sir; 
don't  you  know  I've  got  an  'lotment."  (Laughter  and  cheers.) 
The  poor  man  spoke  with  an  air  of  righteous  indignation  of  parochial 
relief.  The  rev.  gentleman  concluded  with  an  appeal  to  the  land- 
owners on  behalf  of  the  society,  which  he  affirmed  to  be  a  means 
of  raising  the  condition  of  the  labourer  by  leading  him  to  in- 
dustrial pursuits,  to  a  more  strict  observance  of  the  commands  of 
God,  and,  of  necessity,  made  him  a  more  respectable  character  in  his 
social  sphere. 

We  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  omit  several  other  interesting 
speeches  delivered  at  the  meeting  bv  eminent  friends  of  the  Society, 
but  we  cannot  deny  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  inserting  the  annexed 
List  of  the  Parishes  included  in  the  Society,  with  the  Number  of 
Allotments  in  each  Parish,  and  the  Amount  of  Prizes  dbtributed 
amongst  the  Tenants  :•— 
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f  Parishes,  Number  rf^ 

dllottnen 

ts,  and  Amount  c 

fi 

Buckland,  St.  Mary    . 

..     26 

£1   19 

0 

Chillington 

..       9 

0     7 

(5 

Cudworth     

..     13 

0  19 

6 

Chaffcooibe 

7 

0  10 

0 

Coombe,  St.  Nicholas . 

..       8 

0  12 

0 

Crewkerne 

..     91 

7     6 

6 

Chard           

..     64 

4  11 

0 

Chard  Stock         ...     . 

..     43 

3     4 

(1 

Dawlish  Wake     ...     . 

..     40 

3     5 

0 

Dinnington 

..     20 

1   10 

0 

Hardington 

..     12 

0   18 

0 

East  Coker 

..   103 

7  13 

4 

Hawke  Church    ...     . 

..     28 

1   14 

6 

Hintoo,  St.  George     . 

..     12 

0  18 

0 

Haselbury 

.,     34 

3     1 

0 

Ilminster      

..     92 

6  18 

6 

Knowle,  St.  Giles 

..     18 

0     7 

6 

Kingston      

..     12 

0  18 

0 

Lopen  

..     46 

4  13 

0 

Misterton     

..     49 

3     7 

0 

Mosterton    

..     31 

2     3 

0 

Middle  &  West  Chinm 

)    c50 

3     9 

6 

Norton-under-Hampdo 

n     50 

3     9 

6 

North  Perrott      ...     . 

..     49 

3     4 

6 

South  Perrott      ...     . 

..     29 

2     3 

6 

Pendomer    

..     12 

0  18 

0 

Seavington,  St.  Mary  . 

..     31 

2     5 

0 

Ditto         Abbott     . 

8 

0  12 

0 

Shepton  Beauchamp  . 

..     44 

3     4 

6 

Stock  Linch 

..     15 

1     2 

6 

White  Lackington 

..       5 

0     7 

6 

Winsham      

..     16 

1     4 

0 

White  Stanton     ...     . 

..       3 
1047 

0     4 

6 

£79     1 

4 

CONNAUGHT  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS. 

The  pages  of  our  Magazine  lately  contained  an  account  of  the 
iDdwtrial  Schools  at  Aberdeen,  which  interested  so  many  of  our  sub- 
scribers, that  the  committee  were  induced  to  publish  it  as  a  separate 
pamphlet ;  and  feeling  the  great  importance  of  every  well  sustained 
effort  to  combine  the  inculcation  of  industrial  habits  with  a  sound 
education,  they  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  following  account  of 
the  Connaugbt  Schools,  which  are  under  the  patronage  of  the  Mar- 
chioness of  Londonderry  and  Lady  Anoesley.  President,  Rev.  Dr. 
Edgar ;  Treasurer,  Miss  Hamilton,  Mount  Vernon,  Belfast 

**  The  object  of  the  Belfast  Ladies'  Relief  Association  for  Con- 
naught,  is  to  improve,  by  industry,  the  temporal  condition  of  the  poor 
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females  of  Connaugbt,  and  tlieir  spiritual,  by  the  truths  of  the  Bible* 
Thoy  aim  to  accomplish  this  by  Industrial  Schools,  in  which  the  Bible 
is  read,  and  by  afibrding  to  poor  females  the  means  of  disposing  of  their 
work.  Their  manufactures  are  plain  knitting  and  sewed  muslin,  by 
the  latter  of  which  the  females  of  Ulster  earn  annually  about  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds.  They  have  sent  thirty-two  schoolmis- 
tresses to  Connaught,  committed  to  the  charge  of  resident  ladies,  who 
have  proved  themselves  eminently  worthy  of  the  trust. 

"  In  the  face  of  many  difficulties,  the  Belfast  Ladies*  Relief  Asso* 
ciation  have  not  laboured  in  vain.  They  undertook  to  train  females 
to  earn  their  own  support^  and  they  have  trained  many  ;  they  under-* 
took  to  find  a  market  for  their  industry,  and  it  has  been  done ;  they 
offered  suitable  schoolmistresses  to  ladies  of  influence  who  would 
patronize  them,  and  the  accounts  from  many  quarters  of  the  character 
which  these  young  women  have  sustained,  the  example  they  set,  and 
the  influence  they  exercise  for  good,  are  full  of  encouragement  and  of 
hope.  Two  principles  on  which  the  Association  act  are,  that  bene- 
volence may  prepare  the  way  for  profitable  industry  ;  and  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  Scriptural  maxim,  diligence  in  business  should  ever  be 
united  \>ith  fervency  of  spirit,  serving  the  Lord. 

«<  For  a  practical  illustration  of  these,  the  Association  beg  an 'In- 
spection of  their  schools  and  their  work.  Their  schools  are  open  to 
every  visitor,  their  work  commands  high  prices  in  the  first  markets, 
and  their  sewed  muslin  was  lately  honoured  by  the  admiration  of  her 
Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen. 

"  An  increasing  proportion  of  their  pupils  are  able  to  earn  two 
shillings  weekly,  some  of  them  three ;  the  last  account  from  one  of 
the  schools  is,  that  the  pupils  had  earned  in  the  preceding  fortnight 
three  pounds.  Mothers  and  sisters  of  children  at  school  arc  learning 
from  them,  and  earning  wages;  schoolmistresses  of  other  schools  are 
also  learning,  and  teaching  their  own  scholars,  and  the  manufacture  is 
continued  in  districts  from  which  the  teacher  has  been  withdrawn. 
Thus  industry  and  the  means  of  earning  subsistence  spread. 

'*  The  chief  change,  however,  is  the  change  on  mind.  Reformation 
of  habits  and  character  has  been  largely  effected.  Let  any  one  look 
at  the  young  females  of  Connaught  without  and  within  an  industrial 
school ;  and  from  the  contrast  judge  of  the  change.  Order  and  elean- 
liness  have  been  established,  attention  fixed,  the  fruits  of  industry  are 
prized.  Some  who  stole,  steal  no  more  ;  others.  Once  faithless  and 
profane,  love  the  truth,  and  fear  God's  holy  name.  Discipline  has 
done  much  to  effect  this  reform,  example  more,  but,  most  of  all,  the 
living  truth  of  God.  That  truth,  which  was  resisted  by  the  pupils  at 
first,  is  now  cheerfully  committed  to  memory,  deeply  felt  by  some,  and 
highly  prized.  There  arc  districts  in  which  as  many  attend  the  Sun- 
day-school as  the  day-school ;  children,  who  abstain  from  work  on 
Romish  holidays,  come  to  school  to  read  God's  Word,  while  many,  in 
admiration  of  what  they  learn  from  the  Bible,  beg  permission  to  take 
it  with  them  to  read  to  friends  at  home.  The  little  child  has  been 
heard  repeating,  in  the  delirium  of  fever,  verses  learned  at  school; 
and  young  lips  of  the  dying  have  closed  for  the  last  time  on  texts  full 
of  the  faith  and  triuniph  of  the  Gospel. 
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**  The  whole  subject  lies  in  a  small  compass.  Is  it  better  that  these 
children  should  work  or  beg,  be  vicious  or  moral,  live  or  die  ?  Is  it 
cheaper  to  support  them  by  charity,  or  to  help  them  to  support  them- 
selves? The  Belfast  Connaught  Association  have  about  two  thousand 
3)ersons  under  their  charge — a  number  small,  indeed,  in  comparison 
with  what  might  be  benefited  were  adequate  funds  supplied.  An  in* 
come  of  £700  annually  is  necessary  for  working  the  system  on  its 
present  limited  scale,  but  an  enlargement  of  the  sphere  of  usefulness 
would  not  incur  a  proportionately  increased  expense. 

«*  Many  efforts  had  been  made  for  promoting  the  industrial  educa- 
tion of  females  in  Connaught,  but  fatal  errors  were  interwoven  with 
nearly  all  of  them.  The  work  was  chiefly  of  a  kind  commanding  a 
limited  sale,  its  prices  arbitrary — as  much  as  female  influence  could 
command,  and  not  what  mercantile  business  can  afford.  Such 
industry  is  only  charity  in  a  deceptive,  toilsome  form,  which  disturbs 
the  market,  injures  the  fair  dealer,  erects  a  false  standard  of  wages, 
and  ends  in  disappointment  and  ruin. 

**  A  first  principle  of  our  association  is  to  manufacture  work  of 
universal  consumption,  and  to  pay  for  it  such  price  alone  as  the 
market  brings.  We  have  confined  ourselves  chiefly  to  plain  knitting 
and  sewed  muslin,  which  latter  has  for  years  had  an  extensive  increas- 
ing consumption,  is  a  chief  source  of  support  to  the  females  of  Ulster, 
and  is  suitable  to  our  circumstances,  as  it  requires  no  capital  and 
runs  no  risk,  manufacturers  supplying  the  raw  material,  and  paying 
ready  money  for  work. 

"  To  carry  out  our  system,  we  appointed  thirty  schoolmistresses,  of 
high  qualifications  in  industry,  and  distinguished  for  Christian  activity 
and  worth,  and  placed  them  under  ladies  of  influence,  whom  we  had 
known  in  the  time  of  famine  as  friends  of  the  poor.  We  cannot 
be  sufficiently  grateful  for  our  success  in  the  selection  both  of  mis- 
tresses and  patronesses. 

<<  We  labour  among  a  people  undisciplined,  and  habitually  idle, 
because  without  stimulus  to  industry.  The  greater  number  of  pupils 
entering  our  schools  never  had  a  needle  in  their  hand  or  a  thimble  ou 
their  finger ;  and  of  punctuality,  order,  cleanliness,  obedience,  atten- 
tion, they  had  no  knowledge.  Their  huts,  dark,  damp,  disorderly, 
and  filthy,  are  fit  for  no  work ;  few  of  them  have  an  entrance  for 
light)  except  a  hole  in  the  roof  and  the  door.  The  expense  of  carriage 
is  a  heavy  bill.  Communication  is  uncertain  and  tedious,  and  raw 
material,  brought  at  a  high  rate  from  England  and  Scotland,  must  be 
carried  back,  manufactured,  to  compete  with  the  work  of  those  who 
have  been  long  in  the  trade. 

*^What,  with  most  unpromising  subjects,  in  most  unpromising 
circumstances,  has  been  the  fruit  of  our  industrial  teaching  ?  It  is 
before  the  world,  in  the  principal  markets  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
We  sold  in  a  few  hours,  lately,  in  Glasgow,  between  four  and  five 
thousand  pairs  of  our  hosiery  ;  we  are  at  present  filling  an  order  for 
about  two  thousand  pairs  for  one  house ;  and  wo  have  established  a 
regular  business  in  the  best  species  of  knitting,  fit  only  for  city  trade. 
Such  success,  in  so  short  a  period,  could  only  have  been  attained  by 
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the  perseveriog  effort  of  properly  qualified  members  of  our  Astocia- 
tioo — instructions,  materials,  patterns,  being  furnished  to  our  patro- 
nesses, and  they  carrying  out  our  plans  with  praiseworthy  assiduity 
and  accuracy. 

**  To  succeed  in  training  to  earn  a  livelihood  would  only  fulfil  part 
of  our  hope.  Our  pupils  would  be  but  savages  still,  whatever  their 
earnings,  did  they  continue  vile  in  their  habits,  besotted  in  intellectt 
dark  in  understanding  and  conscience.  We  feel  that  Providence  has 
committed  to  us  a  solemn  trust — the  sisters,  wives,  and  mothers  of  a 
coming  generation — and  that  a  fearful  omission  would  be  ours  if  we 
did  not  bring  to  bear  upon  them  the  saving  truth  of  God.  Having 
committed  them  to  mistresses  who  had  given  evidence  of  piety,  under 
the  superintendence  of  ladies,  anxious  for  their  spiritual  welfare,  we 
waited  for  Heaven's  blessing  on  Scriptural  teaching  and  high  and  holy 
example. 

**  We  had  not  to  wait  long.  Few  of  our  schools  have  been  more 
than  a  year  in  existence,  yet  there  come  to  us  encouraging  accounts 
of  the  improvement  of  our  pupib  in  diligence,  order,  cleanliness, 
punctuality,  truth,  honesty,  and  of  their  hearty  practical  advance  in 
the  knowledge  of  Scriptural  truth. 

'<  The  fairest  illustration  of  our  success  may  be  derived  from  the 
statements  of  our  patronesses.     One  writes  as  follows: — 

*'  *  The  children  are  improved  beyond  my  expectation  in  every  way. 
All  but  three  read  the  Scriptures,  and  they  will  soon  bo  able  too. 
The  children  are  become  so  civilized,  so  neat  and  clean,  and  are  so 
raised  from  the  state  of  ignorance  and  poverty  they  were  in,  that  it  is 
most  gratifying  and  encouraging.  The  adults,  who  did  not  even  know 
their  letters,  and  came  only  to  work,  begged  to  be  taught  to  read  their 
Bible.  The  girls  were  all  delighted  with  their  payment  last  week. 
Some  of  them  took  home  their  little  earnings  and  bought  meal  for 
their  parents.  It  brought  tears  to  my  eyes  to  see  the  delight  with 
which  they  held  in  their  hand  a  sixpence  or  a  shilling,  the  first-fruits  of 
their  own  earnings.  What  a  happy  feeling  it  gives  to  see  the  poor 
relieved,  in  connexion  with  their  own  efforts,  and  to  know  that  the 
good  received  is  lasting  for  both  body  and  mind.' 

<' Another  patroness  says, — <  We  have  now  sixty nseven  pupils  OB 
our  roll,  and  a  regular  attendance  of  from  fifty  to  fifty-five,  whose 
bearing  and  general  good  conduct  do  our  excellent  schoolmistresses 
the  highest  credit.  There  are  only  three  Protestants  on  the  roll.  I 
do  feel  that  the  Lord  has  blessed  our  endeavours,  when  I  see  suoh  a 
number  of  well-dressed,  tidy,  and  industrious  girls  before  me  every 
day,  setting  forth  by  their  conduct  and  example  the  meekness  and 
lore  of  Christians,  seeming  to  feel  the  blessings  of  remuneraiiTe 
employment.  Our  youngest  pupil,  nine  years  old,  reads  fluently*  and 
earns  sixpence  a* week  by  knitting.  All  our  pupils,  except  seven,  read 
well ;  the  sewers  earn  from  one  and  sevenpence  to  two  shillings  weekly. 
When  I  last  went  to  pay  them,  I  found  a  girl  waiting  at  the  gate*  to 
entreat  I  would  give  her  what  would  provide  breakfast  for  her  father. 
I  wish  you  had  witnessed  her  delight  when  I  told  her  that  I  had  money 
of  her  own  earnings  which  would  buy  it;  she  and  her  sister  drew 
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tiscd  in  these  places,  than  they  would  have  incurred  by  residiag  in  a 
higher  class  of  lodgings.  Good  air  and  good  company,  although  very 
valuable,  arc  not  costly  commodities,  and  both  these  will  be  secured 
under  the  new  arrangements.  Then  there  will  be  a  great  economy  in 
regard  to  food  and  fuel.  The  meals  of  a  great  many  being  prepared 
together  there  will  be  less  waste,  while  one  fire  may  serve  for  a  large 
number  of  persons.  This  will  lead  to  a  great  improvement  in  the 
physical  condition  of  the  workers.  By  getting  a  warm  and  comfort* 
able  meal — well  prepared  and  ready  for  them  the  moment  they  return 
from  their  work,  they  will  soon  feel  their  condition  improved,  and 
will  thus  go  through  their  toil  with  more  cheerfulness  and  alacrit?. 
But  we  anticipate  that  the  moral  advantages  of  the  new  system  will  be 
even  greater.  Removed  from  the  pernicious  influences  of  vice  to 
which  these  classes  have  hitherto  been  peculiarly  exposed,  we  expect 
to  see  a  decided  improvement  in  their  whole  conduct  and  dcportmeut. 
We  therefore  cordially  wish  all  success  to  the  movement,  and  consider 
that  the  community  are  much  indebted  to  those  kind-hearted  aud 
public-spirited  individuals  who  have  taken  so  much  trouble  io  bring* 
iug  matters  to  their  present  satisfactory  state." 


SOCIAL  IMPROVEMENT  IN  PARIS. 

A  MOVEMENT  to  improve  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  has  been  insti- 
tuted at  Paris.  The  Presse  publishes  a  list  of  more  than  1 100  persons  of 
every  rank,  who  have  taken  shares  of  from  25  to  1000  francs  each  in 
a  society,  called  "  La  Soci6l6  des  Cit6s  Ouvrieres,'*  to  build  improved 
lodging-houses  for  the  poor,  not  only  in  Paris,  but  apparently  in  every 
large  city  of  the  republic.  The  capital  is  240,000/.  It  is  under  the 
patronage  of  the  President.  The  lodgings  will  consist  of  a  small 
kitchen  and  two  bed-ch ambers,  and  also  of  a  single  room,  to  be  heated 
by  calorifi^res,  which  in  summer  will  serve  the  purpose  of  ventilators. 
The  buildings  will  be  of  three  stories,  with  courts  and  gardens.  The 
ground-floors  will  be  arranged  as  warerooms,  shops,  aud  workroonw. 
Each  building  will  be  constructed  to  contain  forty  or  fifty  families^ 
a  lavatory,  an  establishment  of  baths,  a  great  hall  for  concourse  of  the 
lodgers  and  for  district  meetings,  and  an  asylum  hall  to  receive  the 
children  during  the  necessary  absence  of  their  mothers  at  their  avocan 
tions.  The  furnished  rooms  will  be  let  at  six,  eight,  and  ten  francs  a 
month ;  part  to  go  in  payment  for  the  furniture,  which  will  ultimately 
belong  to  the  lodger.  In  connexion  with  these  edifices,  it  is  also  in* 
tended  to  establish  registries  of  servants  and  work-people  open  to  en- 
gagement.    One  of  the  lodging-houses  is  in  course  of  construction. 

It  is  truly  gratifying  to  find  that  our  Continontal  neighbours  are 
thus  zealously  engaged  in  similar  efforts  for  the  social  improvement 
of  the  working  classes,  to  those  in  which  thi^  country  has  had  the 
honour  to  take  the  lead.  The  Committee  of  the  Labourer's  Improve* 
ment  Society  cannot  but  mark  with  peculiar  pleasure  the  adoption  of 
the  general  principles  laid  down  in  their  published  plans,  for  which 
numerous  applications  have  been  made  to  them  from  various  parts  of 
the  Continent,  as  well  as  from  the  metrop'blis  of  France  and  Belgium. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  DECEMBER. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand, 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  10th  December.  Present — 
W.  Gre^raon,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair;  Lord  Alfred  Churchill ;  Major 
Little ;  R.  B.  Seeley,  Henry  Roberts,  Henry  Blanshard,  Thos. 
Twining,  jun.,  J.  D.  Paul,  Samuel  Hanson,  and  F.  H.  R. 
GIossop,  l^rs. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  the  Collections  at  the  Churches 
on  the  Thanksgiving  Day  already  received  amounted,  up  to  the 
8th  inst,  to  2C^1/.  18s.  5d. ;  and  the  Donations,  up  to  tnc  30th 
ult,  amounted  to  1699/.  Ids.  lOd. 

The  Report  of  the  Allotment  Agent  was  then  read.  He 
reported  that  the  new  allotments  at  Margate,  twenty-four  in 
number,  have  been  completed,  and  let  to  respectable  tenants, 
making  the  total  number  of  tenants  in  that  town  to  be  one  hundred 
and  six.  A  very  pleasing  circumstance,  and  one  that  reflects 
much  credit  on  the  tenants,  occurred  during  the  last  autumn. 
Two  of  the  tenants  died  of  cholera,  leaving  w^ows  and  families, 
who  would  have  been  obliged  to  have  given  up  their  allotments ; 
but  the  other  tenants  came  forward,  and  voluntarily  ofiered  to 
render  any  assistance  in  their  power,  in  cultivating  and  keeping 
m  order  the  poor  widows'  allotments,  if  they  might  be  allowed  to 
retain  them,  which  was  of  course  complied  with. 

Maidstone. — Several  of  the  magistrates  and  gentlemen  being 
anxious  to  improve  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town,  and  the  general 
condition  of  its  poor,  have  appointed  a  provisional  committee,  to 
make  inouiry  as  to  what  can  be  done  to  obtain  allotments  of 
land,  to  nt  up  a  lodging-house  for  single  men,  and  to  adopt  other 
measures.     To  carry  out  their  purpose,  a  field  near  the  town^ 
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containing  about  ten  acre?,  has  already  been  selected  for' allot- 
ments, and  other  steps  will 'be  immediately  taken. 

The  Sub-committee  on  Dwellings  report  that  their  attention 
has  been  much  occupied  in  seeking  to  obtain  a  site  for  the  intended 
new  building,  or  Thanksgiving  House,  and  also  the  consideration 
of  various  plans,  according  to  the  resolution  of  the  comn)ittee; 
and  they  have  now  to  state  that  an  eligible  piece  of  freehold  land, 
in  Portpool-lane,  Gray's  Inn-lane,  is  to  be  sold  for  1170/1,  which 
is  in  many  respects  desirable*  and  suitable  for  the  purposes  of  the 
society ;  upon  which  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Sub-committee  of 
Dwellings  be  empowered  to  proceed  with  the  treaty  for  the  said 
site  in  PortpooUane,  and  to  offer  for  it  the  sum  of  1170/. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings  further  report  that  the 
buUding  in  .Strcatham-street  is  progressing  to  their  satisfaction 
and  that  of  the  Honorary  Architect ;  and  having  received  a  cer- 
tificate from  him  to  that  effect,  they  have  aiitliorized  two  pay- 
ments of  5002.  each  to  Messrs.  Winsland  and  Holland,  on  account 
of  the  third  instalment. 

They  have  further  to  report,  that  the  Men's  Lodging-Honsts 
continue  to  be  fully  occupied,  and  the  tenants  are  orderly,  and 
in  the  same  healthy  state  as  previously  reported ;  but  they  regret 
to  say  that  in  the  Female  Lodging-Uouse  there  arc  not  more 
than  fourteen  inmates. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  received  95  letters  from 
the  clergy  and  others,  relating  to  Donations  and  Collections  in 
the  Churches;  also  the  following: — Bishop  of  London;  Earl  of 
Cavan;  Reverends  Professor  Henslow,  R.  M.  Hope,  Henry 
Dunckley,  F.  C.  Tliompson,  J.  Skelton  Coles,  E.  D.  Wickhom, 
T.  T.  Carter,  W.  Gover,  R.  H.  G.  BaiUe,  and  R.  A,  Smith; 
Colonel  Kinlock  Logic,  K.B.;  Dr.  Robertson,  Yarmouth;  Dr. 
Greenhill,  of  Oxford;  J.  Stevens,  H.  Bray  ley,  H.  B.  Wood 
Penny,  B.  H.  Jalland,  Henry  Darley  Seymour,  Julius  Jeffreys, 
J.  C.  Colquhoun,  Alex.  J.  Burt,  Daniel  Walker,  and  John  May, 
Esqrs.,  &c.  &c. 


THE  EIGHTH  REPORT   OF  THE    HEREFORD  SOCIETY 
FOR  AIDING  THE  INDUSTRIOUS, 

CONTAINING   A    BRIEF   VIEW   OF   ITS   OPERATIONS   FROM   ITS  ESTABLISH- 
MENT, IN  THE  MONTH  OF  MARCH,  1841,  TO  THE  31  ST  AUGUST,  1849. 

(Abridged.) 
The  Hereford  Society  for  Aiding  the  Industrious  Las  now  attained  a 
position  of  so  much  importance,  and  its  operations  are  being  con- 
ducted on  SO  large  a  scale,  tlint  a  Krport  containing  a  brief  view  of  iU 
proceedings  from  its  establishment  to  the  present  time,  may  prove  a 
useful  and  interesting  document  both  to  its  members  and  to  the  public 
at  large. 
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sufficiently  near  to  the  city,  and  has  been  compelled  to  rent  it  at  the 
price  usually  paid  for  fields ;  a  price  necessarily  high.  The  numbef 
of  acres  now  let  out  in  allotments  by  the  Society  is  about  50 ;  and 
the  number  of  tenants  is  852.  The  size  of  an  allotment  is  about  one- 
eighth  of  an  acre ;  though  in  some  instances  it  is  ^  acre.  The  rent 
charged  by  the  Society  varies  according  to  the  situation  and  the 
quality  of  the  ground ;  the  highest  rent  is  at  the  rate  of  6/.  S$.  per 
acre ;  most  of  them  are  let  at  41.  per  acre  ;  the  average  rent  upon  the 
whole  id  at  the  rate  of  4/.  lbs.  Id.,  and  the  tenant  has  nothing  besidea 
his  rent  to  pay. 

The  tenants  have  every  year  paid  all  their  rents,  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions ;  and  they  have,  upon  the  whole,  cultivated  their  allotments 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee.  Some  of  the  allotments  are 
almost  perfect  specimens  of  spade  husbandry ;  and  so  abundant  has 
been  the  produce,  that  not  only  have  the  tenants  supplied  themselves 
with  vegetables,  but  they  have  also  brought  large  quantities  into  the 
market,  to  the  benefit  of  the  public  iu  general.  It  may  be  safely 
asserted  that  the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  ground  now  let  out  in 
allotments,  amounts  to  at  least  2000/.  a  year ;  exceeding  its  former 
produce  in  value  by  at  least  1500/.  a  year.  And  while  this  increased 
produce  has  been  obtained  from  the  land,  it  has  afforded  an  interest- 
ing and  healthy  occupation  to  the  tenants  in  their  leisure  hours,  which 
might  otherwise  have  been  wasted  in  idleness,  or  spent  (at  least  in 
too  many  instances)  in  the  public-house  or  beer-shop.  Between 
eight  and  nine  pounds  are  annually  given  in  prizes  to  the  best  culti- 
vated allotments. 

Applications  for  allotments  are  still  so  numerous^  and  the  Society  is 
so  convinced  of  the  great  benefit  conferred  by  them  upon  the  public 
in  general,  as  well  as  upon  the  working  classes,  that  tiiey  hope  shortly 
to  be  able  to  carry  out  the  system  still  more  extensively. 

Loans  of  Money. 

The  loan  of  a  small  sum  of  money  for  a  short  time  is  frequently  of 
very  great  service  to  a  working  man.  It  will  often  extricate  him 
from  difficulties,  and  even  save  him  from  ruin,  and  help  him  to  sup* 
port  himself  by  his  industry  and  labour. 

But  how  is  he  to  obtain  it  ?  He  very  seldom  indeed  has  friends, 
who  are  both  able  and  willing  to  lend  him  money  ;  and  no  banker 
would  ever  listen  to  an  application  from  him.  If  he  goes  to  a  pawn- 
broker, he  must  take  some  article  to  give  in  pledge — an  article,  per- 
haps, which  he  can  very  ill  spare ;  and  for  the  money  that  he  thus 
borrows,  he  must  pay  interest  at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent.*  per  annum. 

To  meet,  therefore,  a  great  and  urgent  want,  the  Society  for  Aiding 
the  Industrious,  as  soon  as  it  was  established,  availed  itself  of  the 
facilities  afforded  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  passed  3  and  4  Vict  c. 
110,  and  commenced  lending  money  in  conformity  with  the  provisions. 
The  rules  were  submitted  lo  the  certifying  barrister  in  London,  and 
being  approved  of  by  him,  were  duly  enrolled  in  the  proper  court. 

The  plan  is  as  follows : — Any  person  may  borrow  from  the  Society 
any  sum  between  1/.  and  15/.;  provided  he  can  get  some  resident 
householder,  approved  of  by  the  committee,  to  be  security  for  the 
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posal  of  the  meeting  some  copies  of  an  Abridgment  of  two  Leotvref 
on  the  subject  of  Deferred  Annuities,  published  hj  that  Society ,  and 
added,  that  after  a  close  investigation  of  this  subject,  he  was  con- 
vinced no  scheme  would  be  likelj  to  promote  more  effectually  tbe 
permanent  welfare  of  the  labouring  classes  than  that  of  Demred 
Annuities,  and  he  therefore  rejoiced  to  see  it  thus  zealously  advocated 
by  those  whose  position  and  circumstances  gave  them  the  power  of 
recommending  its  extensive  adoption  to  so  large  a  body  as  that  of  the 
building  operatives. 

Mr.  Piper  thought  when  his  friend  Alderman  Lawrence  was 
speaking,  he  was  giving  a  history  of  the  infirmities  of  human  nature, 
instead  of  describing  the  habits  and  dispositions  of  the  woiiiing 
classes,  for  he  (Mr.  Piper)  believed,  the  latter  as  a  body,  to  be  aa 
provident,  as  thoughtful,  and  as  intelligent  as  any  class  of  the 
community.  He  had  always  found  them  ready  to  receive  and  adopt 
any  suggestion  sincerely  made  for  their  benefit. 

Mr.  Lee  expressed  hb  warm  approbation  of  the  scheme,  and  his  con- 
viction that  the  difficulties  attending  it  might  and  ought  to  be  overcome. 

The  following  motion  was  then  put  and  carried :  —  **  That  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  carefully  into  the  subject  of 
the  Provident  and  Friendly  Society,  suggested  and  prop<Med  by 
Mr.  Cockerell,  in  connexion  with  the  building  branches,  and  to 
collect  facts  and  statistics  relating  thereto ;  and  that  such  committee 
do  report  to  a  further  meeting  of  the  parties  present,  and  such  other 
friends  as  may  take  an  interest  in  the  matter."  Mr.  Cockerell,  Mr. 
Hard  wick,  Mr.  Tite,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Bunning,  and  Mr.  Angell 
(architects),  Mr.  T.  Cubitt,  Mr.  W.  Cubitt,  M.P.,  Mr.  Alderman 

Lawrence,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Piper  (builders),  were  then 

constituted  a  committee,  in  accordance  with  the  above  resolationi^ 
with  power  to  add  some  engineers  to  their  number,  (Mr.  Walker^^ 
Mr.  Rennie,  and  Mr.  Field,  were  subsequently  named,)  and  it  mmmm 
understood  that  the  opinion  of  some  intelligent  workmen  shonh^a 
be  sought  in  aid  of  their  deliberations. 

On  the  evening  of  the  following  day,  a  meeting  of  Builders'  For^^ 
men  was  held,  with  a  view  to  deliberate  on  the  same  subject,  and 
series  of  resolutions  were  passed  warmly  approving  of  the  measure. 

It  has  afforded  us  great  pleasure  to  see  the  above  proposal  to  nuk^^K 
provision  for  the  decline  of  life  taken  up  as  it  is,  on  behalf  o^~  ^ 
distinct  class  of  operatives,  and  we  hope  the  example  thus  set  by  !>■-  ^ 
the  masters  and  the  workmen  will  be  extensively  followed. 


THE  O'CONNOR  LAND  SCHEME. 

We  give  insertion  to  the  following  stetement  of  the  disastrous  ( 
of  the  O'Connor  Land  Scheme,  for  the  purpose  of  contrasting  it 
the  Allotment  System,  which  has  been  so  successfully  advocate^l 
the  Labourer's  Improvement  Society,  and  carried  out  by  its  fr» 
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throughout  the  country.  And  in  order  to  show  the  contrast  more 
decidedly,  we  append  at  the  close  of  this  article,  the  first  six  of  the 
General  Suggestions  on  Allotments  published  and  circulated  by  this 
Society. — 

The  O'Connor  Land  Scheme. — The  GaUahead  Observer  pub- 
lishes the  following  letter,  dated,  *<  Lowbands,  Redmarley,  near  Led- 
bury, Worcestershire,  November  21,  1849/'  written  "on  behalf  of 
the  occupants  of  the  Lowbands  estate,"  by  <<  Mr.  W.  A.  How,  for- 
merly a  resident  in  Sunderland :"  ^<  We  took  possession  of  our  hold- 
ings on  the  16th  of  August,  1847,  considering  before  we  came  there 
that  the  land  was  good,  that  each  allotment  was  well  drained  and 
cropped.  Soon  did  we  discover  that  only  a  few  were  good  land,  while 
none  were  well-drained,  manured,  or  cropped.  These,  and  the  high 
rate  of  provisions  at  that  period,  debarred  us  from  applying  our  aid- 
money  as  ^e  would,  had  we  had  before  us  on  the  land  what  was  so 
often  promised,  and  which  we  had  anticipated ;  consequently,  when 
cropping  time  came,  each  who  had  not  means  exclusive  of  what  was 
dded  out  by  the  company  had  not  wherewith  to  pursue  operations. 
A  loan  of  5/.  per  acre  was  granted,  but  few  got  it  in  proper  time  to 
enable  them  to  crop  their  land.  This,  and  our  inexperience,  com- 
bined to  leave  us  in  1848  scanty  crop?.  Then  came  the  potato 
blight,  which  drove  many  good  men  from  us.  Those  who  remained 
had  to  drag  out  a  miserable  existence,  often  wanting  the  common 
necessaries  of  life.  No  pen  can  portray  the  sufferings  we  endured 
up  to  the  harvest  of  1849;  since  which,  it  is  true,  our  conditions  are 
much  improved,  and  every  appearance  of  success  crowning  our  en« 
deavours ;  when  F.  O'Connor,  Esq.,  M.P.,  comes  forward,  through 
his  agents  and  servants,  and  demands  one  half-year's  rent,  at  the  exor- 
bitant rate  of  15/.  for  four  acres,  13/.  for  three  acres,  and  11/.  for  two 
acres.  As  we  were  not  able  to  pay,  he  actually  laid  distresses  on  some 
of  our.prembes  for  2^  years  rent;  that  is,  37/.  10#.  for  four  acres; 
and  one  has  been  laid  for  that  sum  on  two  acres ;  though  last  Christ- 
mas he  publicly  pledged  himself,  through  the  columns  of  the  Northern 
Siar,  to  pay  for  the  occupants  on  this  estate  one  yearns  rent  each, 
which  was  a  good  Christmas-box.  One  of  those  on  whom  a  distress 
is  now  laid,  Thomas  Lee,  has  expended  on  his  own  allotment  138/.  of 
his  own  hard  earnings,  exclusive  of  the  money  allowed  by  the  com- 
pany withal.  He  fears  not  of  succeeding,  could  he  but  obtain  time. 
Indeed,  we  have  no  desire  to  defraud  the  members  of  the  land  com- 
pany of  one  penny,  provided  due  time  be  allowed  and  a  fair  rental 
established  ;  but  we  do  earnestly  hope  that  the  public  voice  will  be 
rabed  in  our  behalf,  thereby  preventing  the  crying  injustice  of  entic- 
ing a  body  of  men  from  their  usual  avocations,  and,  after  2^  years  of 
suffering,  send  them  adrift  on  the  world,  many  with  large  and  helpless 
families.  Some  of  us  have  paid  over  80/.  for  right  of  location  alone. 
Repeatedly  have  we  entreated  Mr.  O'Connor  to  come  amongst  us  and 
arrange  matters.  Eyen  a  most  respectful  letter  was  addressed  to  him 
by  the  females  on  the  estate,  soliciting  his  presence — without  avail. 
Often  have  we  been  vilified — represented  as  idle,  lazy,  dissipated, 
grumbling  fellows.     If  so,  it  is  rather  curious  for  all  being  so,  inas« 
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much  as  that  no  one  here  has  yet  succeeded.    Some  of  us  are  teeto- 
tallers of  12  and  16  years*  standing. — W.  A.  How,  Chairman!' 

GENERAL   SUGGESTIONS   ON    ALLOTMENTS. 

1.  The  Society  does  not  recommend  the  investment  of  capital  in 
land,  either  in  shares  or  in  any  other  form,  except  where  it  may  bo 
deemed  expedient,  by  local  associations  or  by  individuals,  to  rent  a 
suitable  quantity  to  carry  their  plans  into  effect. 

2.  Home  colonization,  or  the  settling  a  pauper  population  in  any 
part  of  the  country,  for  the  cultivation  of  waste  or  other  lands,  is  not 
the  plan  recommended  by  the  Society. 

3.  The  Society  does  not  encourage  the  removal  of  labourers  from 
one  parish  to  another,  but  proposes  to  benefit  them  wherever  they 
aice  found,  to  attach  them  to  the  soil,  and  in  some  degree  to  equalize 
the  supply  of  labour  to  the  demand. 

4.  The  Society  recommends  the  letting  to  the  labourer  so  much 
hind  only  as  he  can  cultivate  with  the  aid  of  his  family  during  his 
leisure  time ;  consequently,  not  sufficient  to  make  him  a  small  farmer^ 
or  independent  of  his  regular  labour. 

6.  The  rent  of  allotments  should  be  the  average  rent  of  land  in  the 
locality,  as  paid  by  the  farmer  or  large  tenant,  with  such  addition 
thereto  only,  as  will  cover  rates,  tithes,  and  expenses ;  if  more,  it  is  a 
tax  upon  the  labourer,  if  less,  a  charity  to  him ;  and  in  order  to  sug« 
cesv,  both  must  be  avoided. 

6.  The  Land  Allotment  System  thus  qualified  does  not  tend  to  the 
formation  of  a  cottier  population  similar  to  that  which  exists  in  Ireland* 


HUMANIZING  EFFECTS  OF  THE  ALLOTMENT 
SYSTEM. 

(FrtMi  ike  JESmmt  SUmdard,) 
The  following  most  deeply  interesting  occurrence  has  been  kindlj 
commnnicated  to  us: — About  fourteen  years  ago,  a  gentleman  of  this 
county  purchased  a  farm  of  sixty  acres  at  Stradbroke,  in  Suffolk, 
which  he  divided  into  allotments  to  eighty  labourers,  most  of  whom 
irere  out  of  employment,  and  receiving  relief.  During  all  this  time 
no  default  in  the  payment  of  rent  occurred  till  recently ;  one  of  the 
tenants  died,  leaving  a  widow  with  five  children,  who,  nnable  to  bear 
up  against  the  difficulties  of  her  situation,  she  fell  into  arrear  wHh 
the  rents  of  both  her  cottage  and  allotment  The  landlord  of  the 
former  seized  the  crops  on  her  allotment,  leaving  the  owner  of  that 
nothitts  in  satisfaction  of  his  claim ;  bnt  the  honour  as  well  as  the 
sympatny  of  the  little  colonv  was  engaged  in  the  poor  widow's  behalf, 
and  a  few  days  rince  the  following  letter  tras  received  by  the  bene- 
volent owner  of  the  allotments,  enclosing  the  rent  due  :-*- 

«*  Sir, — We,  the  tenants  on  your  allotment  farm,  are  so  sensible  of 
your  kindness  to  us,  and  of  the  great  benefit  we  have  derived  from 
the  occupation  of  our  allotments  that  we  have  held  for  the  last  four- 
teen years,  which  rents  have  always  been  paid  to  the  fttll>  except  one 
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poor  widow  as  we  was  sorrow  to  hear  this  last  year/which,  through 
sickness  and  death  of  her  husband,  and  being  left  with  six  children/ 
rendered  her  unable  to  pay  her  rent,  we  have  subscribed  the  money 
this  last  year's  rent»  which  I  have  sent  inclosed  in  this  letter  by  post- 
office  order,  £1  li.  4d.,  which  we  think  is  the  full  amount. '  We  hope 
yoo  will  except  it,  as  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  do  so  in  such  very  trying 
cases ;  and  never  let  it  be  said  that  the  allotment  tenants  do  not  pay 
their  rents :  and  may  all  other  follow  the  same  example. 
<<  I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

**  John  Bullard,  Labourer. 
"  Btradteoke,  November  SOtb,  1849/' 


ON  SOME  OF  THE  PREDISPOSING  AND  MORE  IMME- 
DIATELY EXCITING  CAUSES  OF  CHOLERA, 

JVkh  a  Description  of  JearrarcTs  Registered  Apparatus  for  fFashing 
Infected  LineHy  and  for  common  use  in  Baths  and  Washhouses,  and 
PrivtOe  Houses;  and  a  few  remarks  on  the  importance  of  Clean" 
Uness  to  Health. 

By  Waller  A.  Lewis,  M.B.  Cantab. 
Mescal  Superintendent  Inspector  of  the  General  Board  of  Health. 

Having  had  the  honour  of  being  employed  by  the  General  Board  o£ 
Health  as  Medioal  Superintendent  loApeetor  of  the  western  districts: 
of  London  during  the  late  epidemic,  it  was  part  of  my  duty  to  inquire 
into  the  predisposing  and  more  immediately  exciting  causes  of  Cholera. 

AH  medical  men  who  have  had  any  experience  in  the  disease  that» 
within  the  last  twelvemonth,  has  destroyed  fifteen  thousand  lives  in 
the  metropolis  alone,  will  have  one  common  report  to  make  of  these 
causes*  It  consists  in  the  fact,  that  when  the  epidemic  poison,  let  it 
be  of  what  nature  it  may,  pervades  the  atmosphere,  nothing  tends  so 
direotly  to  cause  it  to  exercise  its  baneful  influence  on  any  individual 
as  its  finding  him  in  conditions,  hygienic  or  moral,  tliat  lower  the 
▼ital  powers  below  par. 

The  more  this  is  the  case,  the  more  fatally  does  the  disease  show, 
itself  in  the  patient.  Among  the  most  common,  and  happily  the  most 
removable  causes  of  this  condition,  is  the  breathing  a  vitiated  atmo- 
aphere.  In  London  and  other  large  towns,  the  most  active  agent  in 
deteriorating  the  air  is  the  gas  called  Sulphuretted  Hydrogen.  This 
gas  is  disengaged  by  all  decomposing  animal  substances,  and  is  there-, 
fimre  .found  in  the  vicinity  of  cesspoob,  privies,  graveyards,  drains  and 
sewers,  and  all  places  where  decomposing  animal  refuse  of  any  kind, 
is  deposited.  If  any  of  your  readers  would  wish  to  observe  for  them- 
selves the  natural  process  of  manufacturing  this  gaa  on  a  large  scale^ 
1  would  recommend  a  visit  to  Netting  Hill,  in  the  parish  of  Kensing-*. 
too*  Let  them  inquire  for  <Hhe  Potteries."  It  is  an  area  of  seven  or. 
eight  acres  in  extent,  containing  between.two  and  three  hundred  houses^, 
ami  many  hundreds  of  pigs,  fowls,  ducksi  dogs,  and  horses.  Almost. 
every  street,  lanci  courts  aod  alley,  has  its  pond  or  ponds  of  stagnant 
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water,  saturated  with  organic  matter  from  the  human  and  other 
animals  existing  there.  These  ponds  are  generally  prismatic  with 
decomposing  matter,  the  colours  being  broken  in  upon  every  now  and 
then,  by  a  large  bubble  of  gas  rising  slowly  through  the  muddy  water, 
or  watery  mud,  to  give  an  additional  dose  of  poison  to  the  atmosphere. 
When  a  chemist  in  his  laboratory  wishes  to  detect  the  presence  of  a 
small  quantity  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas,  he  exposes  a  solution  of 
a  salt  of  lead  to  the  current  of  the  gas  in  question.  From  being  origin- 
ally colourless,  the  solution  quickly  turns  black,  on  account  of  the 
sulphur  of  the  gas  combining  with  the  lead  in  the  solution,  and  form- 
ing a  black  sulphuret  of  lead. 

In  the  same  manner  does  the  white  lead  used  to  paint  the  window 
sills,  and  other  wood  work  in  the  potteries,  show  the  presence  of  thia 
poisonous  gas,  by  becoming  black  after  a  very  few  months'exposure. 

Th6nard,  the  French  chemist,  has  proved  that  one  eight  hundredth 
part  of  this  gas  in  the  atmosphere,  is  sufficient  to  destroy  a  dog,  and 
a  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  part  will  kill  a  horse.  It  is  no  wonder 
then,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  wretched  «pot,  and  of  several  other 
parts  of  this  metropolis  that  I  could  point  out,  show  the  effects  of 
so  polluted  an  atmosphere  in  their  faces  and  constitutions.  Fre- 
quently their  skins  arc  of  an  unhealthy  white,  showing  an  imperfect 
digestion,  and  a  languid  circulation  ;  or  their  cheeks  are  flushed  hecti- 
cally. Some  have  a  brown,  earth-lik^  complexion,  with  sunken  eyes, 
and  a  dark  areola  round  them ;  while  others  have  a  constant  watery 
state  of  the  eyes^  so  common  in  those  exposed  to  the  fumea  of 
nascent  ammonia.  Though  I  mention  the  locality  of  the  Potteries 
as  one  where  this  state  of  things  can  be  seen  on  a  large  scale,  there 
are  streets  and  lanes  by  the  hundred  in  other  parts  of  this  me- 
tropolis, where  the  same  processes  are  in  action^  but  slower.  And 
though  in  these  latter  places,  the  effects  may  not  be  so  rapid  and 
so  well  marked,  they  are  there  notwithstanding,  undermining  the 
constitutions  of  the  inhabitants,  and  predisposing  them  to  take  CholerB, 
Typhus,  and  other  diseases  of  that  nature,  directly  the  atmosphere  is 
in  the  state  that  favours  their  development.  It  is  abo  in  these 
localities  that  medicine  is  utterly  powerless  in  most  instances,  when 
an  epidemic  rages.  How  necessary  then  is  it  to  take  care  that  animal 
and  vegetable  refuse  is  not  allowed  to  accumulate  and  decompose  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  dwelling  houses.  The  late  melancholy  accident  at 
the  Pimlico  sewer,  proves  how  immediately  fatal  this  gas  is  when  con- 
centrated. Though,  in  some  of  the  metropolitan  parishes,  some 
advances  have  been  made  lately  towards  improving  the  sanitary  state 
of  a  small  number  of  the  worst  courts  and  alleys  where  the  epidemic 
has  prevailed  extensively,  yet  more,  much  more  remains  to  be  done. 
London  must  have  a  thorough,  efficient,  and  scientific  system  of 
drainage.  The  Thames  must  revert  to  its  original  state  of  a  clear 
limpid  stream  of  water,  fit  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  and  for  the 
existence  of  numerous  species  of  fish,  which  the  gradual  poisoning 
of  its  waters  has  destroyed.  The  dead  must  no  longer  be  interred  in 
the  midst  of  the  living,  but  must  have  a  quiet  rural  resting  place,  where 
their  remains  may  be  free  from  disturbance  by  avaricious  speculators 
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ID  mortality.  Slaughter-houses,  tallow-melters,  bone^boilers,  gaa 
works,  chemical  and  alkali  manufactories,  must  be  removed  from 
localities  where  the  proprietors  receive  all  the  profit  and  the  neighbours 
all  the  loss. 

Lastly^  water  pure  in  quality,  abundant  in  quantity,  and  cheap  in 
price,  must  be  supplied  to  every  house  in  London,  fit  for  drinking  as 
well  as  for  purposes  of  ablution.  Without  this,  no  inhabitant  of  a 
large  town  can  possibly  keep  his  skin,  that  large  secretory  organ  con- 
taining more  than  seven  millions  of  pores,  in  such  a  state  as  will 
enable  him  to  resist  an  epidemic  from  whose  visitation  no  country  is 
free. 

The  importance  and  magnitude  of  the  improvements  our  increasing 
experience  so  loudly  calls  for,  demand  the  interference  of  a  powerful 
hand.  Private  interests,  superstition,  and  similar  causes,  will  always 
prevent  any  effectual  remedy  being  applied  by  Corporations  or  Boards 
of  Guardians.  It  will  scarcely  be  credited  that  the  state  of  things  in 
the  Potteries  just  described  has  been  declared  to  demand  no  altera- 
tion. In  most  parishes  (though  not  in  all)  I  regret  to  say  that 
medical  men  have  found  the  present  authorities  antagonistic  rather 
than  friendly,  to  the  carrying  out  any  effectual  system  of  improve- 
ment they  deemed  it  their  duty  to  suggest,  if  it  involved  the  outlay 
of  any  sum  of  money.  Parliament  must  be  prepared  to  confide 
much  greater  powers  than  it  has  hitherto  done,  to  the  General  Board 
of  Health.  These  powers  must  not  be  such  as  can  be  thwarted  by 
every  interested  party,  as  in  the  question  of  closing  the  overcrowded 
graveyards,  &c.  Though  the  above,  and  some  other  of  the  sanitary 
measures  demanded  for  the  health  of  London,  require  the  interference 
of  the  Legislature,  yet  there  are  others  of  high  importance,  that  will 
be  better  left  to  private  enterprise  and  the  benevolence  of  the  public. 
1  allude  particularly  to  improving  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring 
poor,  a  work  which  the  very  excellent  Society  for  that  purpose  has 
taken  in  hand  in  the  right  way.  It  has  already  done  immense  good, 
and  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  the  means  of  stimulating  private  enter- 
prise to  the  same  end.  The  admirable  letter  of  Lord  Ashley  to  "  the 
Times,**  reprinted  in  the  November  number  of  this  work,  has  excited 
that  universal  attention  which  the  importance  of  the  subject,  the  lucid 
reasoning,  and  philanthropic  nature  of  its  noble  author  demand.  The 
fcourge  with  which  we  have  lately  been  visited  has  proved,  by 
namerous  examples,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  the  rich  that  the  poor 
should  be  well  lodged  and  housed.  For,  although  Cholera  and 
Typhus  commence  almost  universally  among  the  poorest  and  most 
dirty  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  town,  yet  they  do  not  remain  there,  but 
radiate  in  all  directions  as  from  a  common  focus. 

Two  of  the  parishes  under  my  superintendence — ^viz.,  Chelsea  and 
Kensington,  being  in  the  outskirts  of  London,  contain  the  residences  of 
a  number  of  that  useful  class  of  persons — laundresses.  A  very  great 
number  of  these  suffered  from  the  disease,  and  an  inspection  of  the 
returns  of  the  Registrar  General  of  the  deaths  from  Cholera  during 
the  summer  will  show  that  a  great  many  of  these  persons  fell  victims 
to  the  disease.     It  has  been  asserted  that  many  of  the  women  who 
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had  washecTthe  clothes  of  Cholera  patients  had  contracted  the  disease 
immediately,  and  died.  ■  Without  going  into  the  question  of  the 
contagion  or  non-contagion  of  Cholera,  I  will  only  say  here  that  I 
have  taken  great  pains  to  investigate  every  one  of  these  cases  that 
has  been  brought  to  my  notice,  and  have  never  been  able  to  trace  it 
to  this  cause.  Still  there  are  many  reasons  why  this  class  of  persona 
should  be  very  liable  to  take  a  zymotic  disease  of  this  sort.  Gene- 
rally speaking,  they  are  not  temperate  in  their  habits,  and  their 
employment  is  not  a  healthy  one.  Breathing  an  atmosphere  saturated 
with  moisture,  more  especially  when  the  clothes  washed  are  very  foul, 
will  predispose  to  illness  of  any  sort.  But  when  to  the  above  physical 
causes  we  add  the  moral  cause  of  fear,  wc  have  abundant  reason  for 
the  mortality  among  this  class. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  was  led  to  consider  whether  some 
machine  might  not  be  contrived  in  which  the  clothes  could  be  washed 
without  exposing  the  women  to  the  steam.  During  one  of  my  daily 
visits  to  the  workhouse  of  St.  George,  Hanover  Square,  in  Monnt 
Street,  I  heard  that  a  machine  of  this  description  was  actually  in  use 
there.  Two  wards  in  the  Infirmary  having  been  fitted  up  for  tbe 
reception  of  Cholera  patients^  much  foul  linen  required  washing. 
From  a  woman  having  died  of  Cholera  after  washing  some  of  the 
linen,  it  was  thought  right  not  to  force  others  to  the  same  employ- 
ment. Mr.  Jearrard,  the  district  surveyor  of  the  parish,  was  applied 
to,  who  contrived  the  machine  now  at  work  there.  It  consists  of  an 
air-tight  box,  in  which  the  clothes,  after  being  exposed  to  the  action 
of  a  disinfectant,  if  necessary,  are  washed  by  the  movement  of  a  lever 
outside.  The  entire  operation  is  conducted  without  communication 
with  the  atmosphere  of  the  room.  The  steam  is  conducted  up  a  flue, 
and  the  waste  and  dirty  water  runs  off  through  a  pipe  fixed  to  the 
bottom  of  the  machine,  in  communication  with  a  drain.  Some  im- 
provements have  been  made  on  the  original,  and  the  apparatus  is  now 
registered  by  Mr.  Jearrard. 

I  believe  they  can  be  made  of  the  full  size,  for  hospitals  and  work- 
houses, for  from  ten  to  thirteen  guineas  each,  but  smaller  ones  can  be 
made  for  private  families,  where  such  perfect  air-tightness  is  not 
required,  for  much  less.  Such  a  machine  on  a  smaller  scale, 
perhaps  2  feet  6  inches  in  length  instead  of  3  feet  6  will  be  found  of 
great  benefit  for  the  use  of  poor  women  at  the  public  washhouses,  as 
by  means  of  it  one  woman  can  do  the  same  amount  of  washing  as 
four  or  five  in  the  ordinary  manner,  and  with  less  damage  to  the 
clothes.  The  saving  of  three  or  four  hours  in  washing  will  be  a  great 
boon  to  such  persons.  The  engravings  show  two  external  and  two 
internal  views  of  the  apparatus,  which  is  of  so  simple  a  construction 
that  it  cannot  fail  of  being  easily  comprehended. 

There  is  a  description  of  all  the  different  parts  attached,  and  the 
engravings  are  executed  to  a  scale  of  about  half  an  inch  to  the  foot. 

It  so  completely  answers  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  constructed, 
that  I  cannot  do  otherwise  than  recommend  it  for  general  use.     All 
who  have  seen  it  at  work  speak  highly  of  its  efficiency.     I  may  add 
that  I  have  no  pecuniary  interest  whatever  in  the  matter. 
20,  Edwards  Street,  Portman  Square, 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  iMONTH  OF  JANUARY. 

Exeter  HaU,  Strand. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday  the  14th  of  January. — Present, 
J.  C.  CoLQCHOUN,  Esq.,  in  the  chair;  the  Marquis  of  Bland- 
fiwd,  M.P. ;  Major  Little ;  Rev.  S.  R.  (^ittley ;  F.  H.  N.  Glossop; 
J.  Sperling;  ll.  Roberts;  IL  Blanshard ;  J.  Bridges,  and 
E.  El.  Fitzherbert,  Esqrs. ;  Rev.  T.  Bennett,  visitor. 

The  business  of  the  Committee  having  been  commenced  in 
the  usual  manner,  the  report  of  the  allotment  agent  was  read. 
He  stated  that  he  had  been  much  occupied  at  Maidstone,  to 
which  place  he  had  referred  in  his  last  report  In  examining 
into  the  state  of  the  lodging-houses  in  that  town,  he  found 
eleven  lodging-houses,  containing  177  beds,  and  320  persons 
sleeping  in  them  without  any  regard  to  decency,  and  that  the 
accommodation  was  of  the  worst  description.     He  further  re- 

Crted  the  success  that  had  attended  the  Margate  allotments, 
d  induced  some  gentlemen  at  Ramsgate  to  adopt  the  same 
plan. 

Also  that  the  committees  at  Faversham  and  Sittingboume  have 
met  to  take  land  in  thos^  neighbourhoods. 

The  Sub-committee  on  Dwellings  report  that  the  total  amount 
of  collections  at  churches  on  the  Thanksgiving  day  is  £201 1 3s.  2d., 
and  of  Thank-oflFerings  and  Donations  to  the  society  £2346 
lis.  4d.  They  further  report,  that  agreeably  to  the  resolution 
piiased  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Committee,  they  made  an  offer 
of  £1170  for  the  site  of  land  in  Portpool-lane,  and  that  the  same 
has  been  accepted,  and  measures  are  now  being  taken  for  con- 
veying it  to  the  society.  And  they  also  report,  that  having  re- 
ceived a  certificate  from  their  honorary  architect,  they  have 
authorized  a  payment  of  £306  to  Messrs  Winsland  and  Flolland, 
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and  a  pay  men  t  of  228Z.  to  Messrs.  W.  Oubitt  and  Co.,  for  the 
hollow  roof  and  floor  tiles;  the  said  payments  being  part  of  the 
contract  for  the  Streatham-street  building. 

They  further  report  that  the  Men's  Lodging  Houses  continue 
fully  occupied,  and  in  the  same  satisfactory  state  as  in  former 
reports,  and  that  in  the  liattcm-gardcn  Female  Lodging  House 
there  are  now  seventeen  inmates. 

On  a  statement  being  made  of  the  value  of  the  several,  proper* 
ties  in  the  possession  of  the  Society,  it  was  resolved,  that  it  is 
expedient  to  take  measures  to  obtain  a  charter  of  incorporation 
for  the  Society,  and  that  the  solicitors  be  instructed  to  obtain  all 
needful  information  relating  thereto,  and  to  report  upon  it; 
and  that  a  sub-committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  E.  H.  Fit«- 
herbert,  Wni.  Gregson,  and  E.  P.  Hathaway,  Esquires,  to  advise 
upon  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  and  on  such  other  matters 
connected  therewith,  as  may  be  submitted  to  their  consideration. 

Resolved — That  in  pursuance  of  Article  9  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  General  Committee  on  the  r4th  May,  1849,  a 
sub-committee  on  finance  be  nppointcd,  and  that  VV.  Gregson, 
H.  Roberts,  K.  B.  Sccley,  J.  overling,  ¥.  IL  N.  Glossop,  and 
S.  Hanson,  Esqis.,  be  tlic  said  sub-comiuittee. 

Letters  were  read  and  rc})c)rtcd  from  Capt.  Wigram,  Messrs. 
Gregsons,  R.  Brctten,  E.  II.  Fitzherbert,  Oswald  Mosley,  J. 
Sayer,  A.  R.  Stretfield,  W.  Nanson,  Philip  Rose,  Wyndham 
Portal,  P^scjuires;  Revs.  H.  (iibson,  J.  Edwards,  H.  J.  Shackle- 
ton,  H.  Blissett,  B.  Bannin<r,  J.  West,  J.  S.  Coles,  J.  O.  Routb, 
F.  C.  Carey,  &c.,  &c. 


On  Monday  evening,  ilie  21st  Jan.,  at  the  Royal  Institute 
of  British  Architects,  IG,  Grosvcnor- street,  the  Earl  de  Grey, 
K.G.,  President,  in  tlic  chair,  a  paper  was  read  on  the  Dwellings 
of  the  Labouring  Classes,  by  Henry  Roberts,  Esq.,  F.S.A., 
Fellow  of  the  Institute,  and  Hon.  Architect  to  the  Society  for 
Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes.  The  interest 
excited  Wcis  such,  that  several  niem])ers  were  unable  to  find  room, 
their  y)laces  being  preoccupied  by  a  number  of  distinguished 
scientific  visitors  who  were  present  on  the  occasion,  some  of 
whom  took  a  part  in  tiie  very  interesting  discussion  which  arose 
aRer  the  conclusion  of  the  lecture. 

We  abstain  for  tlic  present  from  giving  any  account  of  the 
paper  itself,  as  Mr.  Roherts  has,  at  the  request  of  Lord  Ashley 
and  several  nxiiiljcrs  of  the  conunitlee,  ])repared  it  with  a  view 
to  its  being  publishc  d  liy  tlie  Society,  and  we  doubt  not  that, 
with  the  numerous  ilUiMralivo  engravings,  and  a  revised  set  of 
cottage  plans,  it  will  prove  a  most  valuable  addition  to  the 
Society's  publications. 
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LORD  BATEMAN'S  COTTAGE  TENANTRY. 

(From  the  Northampton  Herald,  Dec.  29,  1849.) 

Kklmarsh,  Northamptonshire. — An  interesting  m'eeting  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  little  village,  tbe  whole  of  which  belongs  to  Lord 
Bateoian,  was  held  at  the  Hall,  last  week.  It  appears  that  his  lord- 
ship had  been  compelled  to  serve  notices  to  quit  upon  the  occupiers 
of  every  cottage,  in  consequence  of  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  their 
holdings,  and  a  spirit  of  insubordination  which  had  grown  up  from 
long  indulgence,  and  these  notices  expired  on  the  21st  inst.  The 
whole  of  the  cottagers  being  assembled,  his  lordship  commenced  by 
stating  that  he  had  sent  for  them  to  explain  his  future  plans.  He 
wished  to  forget  the  past,  and  hoped  he  might  never  again  feel  it  ne- 
cessary to  exercise  the  rights  of  a  landlord.  His  intention  was,  firsts 
to  open  a  school  in  the  village,  at  which  the  children  of  his  cottage 
tenants  might  be  taught  to  read,  to  write,  and  to  sum,  and  where  he 
hoped  also  they  would  learn  their  duty  to  God  and  their  neighbour. 
The  school  would  be  opened  very  early  iu  January.  He  thought 
that  the  parents  would  value  more  this  opportunity  for  educating 
their  children  if  they  contributed  some  portion  of  the  expense,  and 
they  would,  therefore,  be  required  to  pay  a  penny  a  week  to  the 
mistress  for  each  child,  the  remainder  of  the  expense  would  be  borne 
by  him.  His  lordship  then  expressed  his  intention^  in  the  course  of 
the  spring,  to  put  all  the  cottages  into  good  repair,  and  to  pull  down 
the  buildings  which  had  grown  up  from  time  to  time  at  the  back  of 
the  cottages,  of  which  he  had  that  day  been  making  a  personal  in- 
spection ;  and  that,  instead  of  the  present  gardens,  he  had  given 
directions  to  his  agent  to  set  out  immediately,  in  the  rear  of  the 
cottages,  an  allotment  of  a  quarter  of  an  acre  for  every  cottage.  He 
then  read  a  form  of  agreement  which  every  cottage  tenant  would  be 
required  to  sign,  and  stated  his  determination  to  require  a  literal 
performance  of  the  conditions.  He  particularly  desired  to  impress 
upon  them  that,  under  no  circumstances,  would  two  families  be  per- 
mitted to  reside  in  one  cottage,  and  lodgers  would  be  strictly  pro-* 
hibited,  except  with  his  knowledge  and  consent.  His  lordship  also 
read  the  rules  which  he  intended  to  adopt  for  the  management  of  the 
allotments,  and  went  on  to  add  that,  to  offer  every  encouragement  to 
good  conduct  in  the  school,  he  should  annually  distribute  rewards 
proportioned  to  the  progress  and  good  behaviour  of  the  children ;  and 
to  stimulate  the  exertions  of  his  cottage  tenants,  he  should,  once  a 
year,  invite  all  those  who  had  paid  their  rent  regularly,  and  conducted 
themselves  properly,  to  a  rent  supper,  and  distribute  prizes  in  money 
for  the  best-grown  vegetables  on  their  allotments,  and  a  separate 
priie  for  the  allotment  which  was  best  kept  and  cultivated  on  the 
whole.  Each'  of  the  present  tenants  would  have  the  option  of  con- 
tinuing his  cottage  and  having  an  allotment  upon  these  terms.  His 
lordship  concluded  by  urging  them  to  attend  their  church  regular!}', 
to  live  in  peace  with  each  other,  and  to  conduct  themselves  honestly 
and  soberly,  and  offered  to  reply  to  any  question  or  observation  they 
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might  wish  to  niako.  Several  questions  were  asked,  and  a  general 
feeling  of  hearty  and  deep-felt  gratitude  was  expressed  by  all  present, 
for  the  kind  and  considerate  manner  in  which  tiieir  interests  had  been 
attended  to  by  his  lordship. 

We  understand  that  his  lordship  is  engaged  in  similar  good  works 
upon  his  large  estates  in  Herefordshire.  He  has  given  directions  to 
have  a  new  schoolmaster's  house  erected  in  the  village  of  Shobdon, 
where  the  children  of  the  poor  have  long  been  educated  at  the  ex- 
pense of  his  lordship's  ancestors  ;  and  he  is  also  about  to  build,  in  the 
same  village,  a  series  of  model  labourers'  cottages,  which  it  is  hoped 
may  have  the  effect  of  improving  the  class  of  labourers'  dwellings 
generally  throughout  that  county,  where  improvement  is  so  much 
needed.  The  great  desire  is,  to  combine  internal  comfort  with  ex- 
ternal design,  without  falling  into  the  error  so  frequently  committed 
by  landowners,  of  building  fancy  picturesque  cottages,  regardless  of 
cost,  which,  80  far  from  benefiting  the  labouring  classes,  generally 
have  a  mischievous  effect,  in  preventing  others  from  embarking  upon 
a  sphere  of  improvement  which  seems  so  generally  accompanied  bj  a 
ruinous  and  unprofitable  outlay. 

The  following  is  the  Form  of  Agreement  referred  to  in  the  above 
article : — 

The  Right  Honourable  WILLIAM  BATEMAN,  BARON 
BATEiMAN,  hereby  leU  to  who  hereby  hires  of  the 

said  Baron  Batema>7,  the  Cottage  situate  in  Kelmarsh,  in  the  County 
of  Northampton,  and  known  as  No.  together  with  the  piece  of 

Garden  in  front,  to  hold  from  the         day  of  18     from  week 

to  week,  at  the  weekly  Rent  of  subject  to  the  following  con- 

ditions : — 

1. — All  taxes  and  rates  to  be  paid  by  the  landlord. 

II. — The  windows,  ovens  and  coppers  in  the  several  cottages  to  be 
kept  in  repair  by  the  landlord,  and  the  cost  of  such  repairs  to  be 
re-paid  by  the  tenant. 

III. — 'The  fences  to  be  kept  in  repair  by  the  landlord,  and  the  cost 
of  the  repair  to  be  re-paid  in  equal  proportions,  by  the  tenants  of  all 
the  cottages  enclosed  in  such  fence. 

IV. — "The  re-payment  agreed  to  in  the  Clauses  numbered  2  and  3, 
as  above,  to  be  made  by  the  several  tenants,  conformably  to  the  said 
clauses,  within  one  week  after  payment  thereof  shall  have  beea  de* 
manded  by  the  landlord's  agent. 

V. — The  tenant  to  clear  away  the  ashes,  and  to  remove  all  manure^^. 
kc.y  which  may  have  been  laid  near  the  cottage,  every  week. 

VI. — Only  one  family  will  be  permitted  to  reside  in  a  cottage,  anA* 
the  tenant  is  not  to  under-let,  or  take  in' a  lodger,  or  keep  poultry  -^ 
without  leave,  first  obtained,  in  writing,  from  the  landlord's  agent. 

VII. — The  gardens  in  front  of  the  cottages  to  be  kept  in  goocX. 
order,  and  in  a  neat  and  tidy  state,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  landlordi^ 
or  his  agent. 

VIII.— Free  access  to  be  given,  at  all  times,  to  the  landlord,  hi^ 
agent,  servants,. or  workmen. 

Dated  this  day  of  18 
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IF^^^y^^^^  Anniversary  Meeting  of  this  important  institution  was  held  on 
AToxirlay,  the  29th  of  October,  at  the  Town  Hall,  Langport.   There  was 
*  ver^  numerous  attendance  of  the  clergy  and  gentry  of  the  neighbour- 
"Ood,   ^vho  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings.     The  Hall  was  de- 
corated   with  flowers  and  vegetables  brought  for  the  purpose  by  the 
?**5^^"riciiit  tenants,  the  produce  of  their  gardens;  the  specimens  were 
indeed     first-rate,  and  the  excitement  that  prevailed  amongst  them,  as 
Well    21.S    the  inhabitants  generally,  (being  the  first  meeting  of  this  kind) 
^PPo«»i-od  more  like  the  bustle  of  a  Covent  Garden  market,  and  re- 
neot^d    the  highest  credit  upon  the  labourers. 

^-^-^*^^ong  the  gentl-y  present,  we  observed.  Sir  A.  Hood,  Bart,  M.P., 
JJL-  ^r»»riney,  Esq.,  M.P.,  E.  Divett,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Captain  Scobell,  VV, 
Mood^-,  Esq.,  Rev.  J.  Stratton  Coles,  Rev.  W.  R.  Newbolt,  Rev.  A. 
^^2  F*l^c;man,  Rev.  —  Bond,  Captain  Page,  N.  Broadmead,  Esq.,  Rev. 
'^   -^s^^^chelor,  Rev.  G.  S.  Grueber,  —  Eraser,  Esq.,  Rev.  VV.  Alfred, 

J  ^-X* Roberts,  B.  Peren,  Esq.,  L.  Bartlett,  Esq.,  S.  Sparks,  Esq., 

^••^^"■^oodmead,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  T.  Shepherd,  &c.  &c.     We  were  also 

5^*^    i:>lcascd  to  notice  the  presence  of  the  ladies  who  have  taken  an 

X      Y^^'^^^part  in  the  formation  of  this  Society,  amongst  whom  we  noticed 


^'^'    Cjeorgiana  Woolf,  Mrs.  J.  Stratton  Coles  and  party,  Miss  Pinney 
Mi       ^"*^^>*ty>  i^Irs.  Newbolt,  Mrs.  J.  Parsons,  Mrs.  Grueber,  Mrs.  Sparks, 
,^5^    Xiroadraead  and  party,  &c.  &c. 

Pinney,   Esq.,  having   been   called  to   the   Chair,  opened  the 


Qp       J    ^^•^  *"  ^  bvief  address.     He  said  that  this  was  the  first  meeting 

^P        "^  iis.  Society  and  was  held  under  most  favourable  auspices,  and  he 

gij^^^^cl  that  it  would  continue  to  meet  with  a  liberal  patronage  and 

ll^JL  ^^^••t,  and  be  enabled  to  extend  its  prizes  and  excellent  objectn 

Ij^^'^^^'^^hout  this  important  district,  and  be  the  means  of  securing  to 

ji^   til        Vjourer  and  hii  family  a  profitable  return  for  the  labour  bestowed 

\^^  ^*^>ir  gardiins,  as  well  as  a  continuation  of  crops,  and  also  tend  to 

^Ij^.^^^se  sobriety,  honesty,  industry,  and  morality.     He  stated  that  a 

^Y^     **^r  society  had  been  long  established  in  an  adjoining  district  and 

Q«i3.     ^^^  vantages  were  well  known,  and  that  his  friends,  Mr.  Divett,  and 

^*^in  Scobell,  would  be  happy  to  furnish  the  meeting  with^an 


^      ^^^nt  of  their  own  experience  of  the  working  of  such  societies  and 
^^      i*cal  good  they  afforded  to  every  class  of  the  community.     He 
'^^^^d  now  call  on  Mr.  James  Parsons,  their  Honorary  Secretary,  to 


^^  the  report. 

^  ^Xr.  Parsons  read  several  letters  which  had  been  received,  one  from 

*  A.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.P.,  regretting  his  unavoidable  absence.     He 

^^iuely  approved  of  the  Allotment  System,  having  carried  it  out  in 

\Us  own  parish  for  some  years  past,  and  proposed  that  Kingsdon  should 

^^  future  be  incorporated  in  this  society.     The  Secretary  then  pro- 

^«€(Ied  to  read 

THE   REPORT. 

As  this  is  the^r*^  Meeting  of  the  Mid-Somerset  Labourer's  Friend 
Society,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  gentlemen  forming  the  Com- 
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miitee  can  give  a  very  elaborate  and  lengthened  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings for  the  past  year,  but  they  trust  that  from  their  present 
prodpects,  aided  by  the  kind  assistance  and  active  co-operatioo  of  the 
numerous  clergy  and  gentry,  and  also  the  patronage  of  the  ladies  in 
this  important  and  extensive  district,  that  they  will  be  enabled  to 
-extend  its  usefulness  into  other  parishes  where  this  system  has  not 
been  introduced ;  and  for  this  purpose  the  Committee  have  engaged 
to  take  upon  themselves,  if  necessary,  the  responsibility  of  taking 
land  and  reletting  the  same  to  allotment  tenants,  under  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  this  society.  Since  the  society  has  been  formed,  no 
less  than  nine  parishes  have  come  under  its  notice,  and  about  800 
allotment  tenants  are  at  present  reaping  the  fruits  of  their  industry, 
sobriety,  and  tnorality. 

The  allotments  in  the  respective  parishes  have  been  carefully  looked 
oyer  and  inspected  by  persons  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  it  has 
been  arranged  to  award  prizes,  to  be  had  in  money,  to  such  of  the 
tenants  who  has  best  cultivated  his  garden  as  well  as  for  his  general 
conduct  and  regular  attendance  at  his  usual  place  of  worship  together 
with  his  family,  subject  to  the  rules  of  this  society.  Out  of  this  num- 
ber sixty-two  tenants  from  the  several  parishes  are  now  present,  and 
will  be  called  upon  to  receive  their  prizes,  as  they  stand  in  rotation. 
The  Committee  think  it  right  to  state,  that  when  these  prizes  have 
been  awarded,  the  funds  of  this  society  will  be  nearly  exhausted*  they 
therefore  hope  that  ample  means  will  be  afforded  them  to  continue 
to  carry  out  the  objects  of  this  society  by  annual  subscriptions  and 
donations,  and  also  by  liberal  contributions  at  the  door  after  the 
mseting. 


EAST  SOMERSET  LABOURER'S  FRIEND  SOCIETY. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  above  Society  was  held  at 
the  Assembly  Rooms,  Bath,  on  Wednesday,  the  19th  of  Dec.  The 
show  of  vegetables  took  place  in  the  Octagon  which  was  filled  with 
a  profusion  of  most  excellent  specimens — the  products  of  the  industry 
of  Field  Garden  occupants — many  of  which  would  have  been  no  dis- 
et^it  to  our  best  market  gardeners.  The  exhibition  elicited  the 
warmest  expressions  of  approval  from  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  who 
had  assembled  to  witness  it.  The  public  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Concert-room,  the  platform  being  occupied  by  a  large  number  of 
well-tried  friends  to  the  Field  Garden  System.  Lord  Ashley,  with 
whom  was  W.  SutclifTe,  Esq.,  also  arrived  soon  after  the  proceedings 
began,  and  was  received  with  cheers.  Lord  Duncan,  who  had  been 
announced  in  former  bills  to  take  the  chair,  was  prevented  being 
present  by  an  important  engagement  that  rendered  it  necessary  for 
-  him  to  leave  town  the  same  morning. 

Lord  MiDLETON  being  called  upon  to  preside,  opened  the  pro- 
ceedings with  an  appropriate  speech. 

Capt.  Leigh  Lye,  the  Hou.  Secretary  to  the  Society,  then  read  the 
Annual  Report,  which  represented  the  great  benefits  arising  from  the 
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adoption  of  the  field-garden  system.  In  reference  to  the  present 
Society,  the  laTge  attendance  at  its  nipeting3  and  tlie  enthusiastic 
support  it  received  in  the  earlier  period  of  its  existence  compared 
with  the  present,  was  alluded  to.  Several  district  societies  have  been 
established  which  caused  the  contributions  to  tall  off  from  the  funds 
of  the  Bath  Society;  but  its  conductors  earnestly  hoped  that  although 
the  Society  did  not  now  possess  the  charm  of  novelty,  it  would  not 
lose  its  interest  with  the  charitable  and  benevolent;  and  expressed 
their  conviction  that  the  field- garden  system  was  never  of  more 
importance  than  at  the  present  time. 

Lord  Ashley,  on  rising  to  move  the  first  resolution,  was  received 
with  loud  cheers.  He  said,  the  meeting  must  pardon  him  if  he  did 
not  enter  into  minute  details  upon  the  present  occasion,l}ecause,  upon 
entering  the  room,  he  had  on  a  sudden  been  requested  to  move  the 
first  resolution.  But  as  the  subject  was  one  with  which  he  was  con- 
versant, and  on  which  he  had  before  addressed  public  meetings,  be 
would  make  a  few  remarks  upon  it.  Their  report  said  that  the  con- 
ductors of  the  society  sincerely  hoped  that  although  it  had  lost  its 
charm  of  novelty,  it  would  not  lose  their  (the  meeting's)  support* 
It  might  be  true  that  this  and  other  societies  of  a  kindred  character 
had  lost  the  charm  of  novelty,  but  they  had  attained  another  and 
more  powerful  one — the  charm  of  successful  experience.  Their  suc- 
cess was  an  additional  claim  upon  the  supportei-s  of  this  society  to  go 
forward,  and  not  cease  in  their  efforts  until  they  had  accomplished, 
or  at  least  had  approached,  the  great  object  they  had  in  hand. 
He  concluded  from  the  report,  that  one  of  their  great  means  of 
benefiting  the  labourers  was  by  granting  them  allotments,  or  what 
was  a  better  term,  field  gardens.  He  believed  that  of  all  the  means 
taken  to  accomplish  that  great  object,  they  would  not  find  one  more 
auspicious,  in  a  moral  and  financial  point  of  view,  than  that  of  grant- 
ing field  gardens  to  the  labouring  classes.  This  was  beyond  contro- 
versy. It  could  not  be  gainsaid.  They  would,  however,  meet  with 
opposition  to  this  system  in  some  parts;  and  opposition  had  and 
would  continue  to  be  met  with  more  particularly  from  the  farmers. 
Tet,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  farmers,  he  would  call  upon 
the  supporters  of  this  society  to  go  forward  and  not  to  desist  in 
their  efforU ;  and  he  would  call  upon  the  landlords  also  to  go  forward, 
and  to  insist  that  every  man  upon  their  estates  should  have  this  means 
of  employing  the  spare  labour  of  himself  and  family.  The  benefita 
resoltiDg  from  the  field-garden  system  were  so  manifest,  from  every 
report  of  this  kind  of  societies,  that  he  need  not  dwell  upon  them 
forther.  It  would  be  to  little  or  no  purpose,  however,  comparatively 
ipeakiDg,  to  grant  allotments,  and  hold  out  rewards  for  honest  and 
indostrioos  conduct,  unless  at  the  same  time  by  some  new  and  effeC' 
tive  system,  they  improved  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring  poor,  and 
extricated  them  from  the  state  of  filth  and  indecency  in  which  they 
hid  so  long  been  plunged.  Ho  would  venture  to  say,  and  he  should 
be  able  to  produce  ample  evidence  of  its  truth  from  ull  tlie  large 
towns  and  rural  districts  where  the  experiment  h:ul  been  tried,  that  it 
was  productive  of  the  best  physical  and  moral  result!^ ;  and  that  it 


\ 


24  THE  labourer's  friend. 

was  not  ruinous  to  those  who  undertook  to  cany  out  the  system  of 
improved  dwellings,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  rent  was  paid  fairly 
and  honestly  by  the  poor  tenants,  whose  better  health  and  increased 
energy  enabled  them  to  pay  the  additional  charge  necessarily  imposed 
upon  them.     Whilst  speaking  upon  the  subject  of  rewards,  he  desired 
also  to  observe  that  these  societies  sliould  not  only  offer  rewards  for 
cultivation  of  "  onions,  turnips,  parsnips,  leeks,  carrots,  savoys,  Other 
winter  greens,  and  potatoes,'' — this  was  not  going  far  enough,  they 
should  hold  out  to  the  working  man  a  substantial  rewai*d  for  good 
conduct.     Not  as  they  did   in  the  county  to  which    he  belonged, 
give   one   pound   and   a  great   coat   for   twenty   years*   good   con- 
duct-    That  was   perfect   nonsense.     They  should  offer   something 
substantial ;  they  should  say  that  if  a  poor  man  could  show  a  good 
character  for  honesty  and  industry  for  20  years^  they  would  enter  50L 
or  100/.  to  his  name  in  the  Savings'  Bank.     They  would  then  be 
offering  something  substantial  to  induce  men  to  a  life  of  honest  io* 
dustry.  He  hoped  the  time  was  past  when  a  few  trumpery  red  letters 
to  be  hung  up  over  the  labourer's  fire-place,  and  a  great  coat,  was  con- 
sidered a  reward  for  years  of  exemplary  conduct,  and  that  henceforth 
the  reward  would  be  somewhat  commensurate  to  that  for  which  it  WM 
given.     He  spoke  with   a  considerable  degree  of  diffidence  before 
those  of  greater  practical  knowledge  than  himself,  but  so  far  as  he 
could  gather  the  truth  of  the  case,  nothing  was  more  essential  to  the 
peace,  honour,  and  prosperity  of  the  landlords,  to  the  stability  of  the 
Government,  and  to  the  interest  of  the  labourers,  than  that  the  con- 
nexion between  the  landlords  and  the  poor  should  be  immediate  and 
direct.     There  should  be  no  middlemen  ;  and  instead  of  holding  his 
cottage  and  his  land  from  the  farmer,  the  peasant  should  hold  them 
direct  from  the  landlord  himself.     The  poor  man  should  be  brought 
into  daily  contact  with  his  landlord ;  and  by  the  non-intervention  of 
middlemen,  a  better  understanding  would  exist  than  now  prevailed, 
when  both  were  ignorant  of  the  feelings  and  intentions  of  the  other— 
of  what  the  one  would  demand,  or  the  other  be  inclined  to  grant. 
Of  course,  the  quantity  of  land  was  regulated  by  circumstances;  bat 
this  fact  was  certain,  that  there  was  a  desire  amongst  the  working 
classes  to  turn  their  industry  to  good  account.    In  the  manufacturing 
districts,  where  the  duration  of  labour  had  been  brought  down  from 
14  and  15  to  10  hours  per  day,  large  tracts  of  land,  which  before 
were  waste,  were  now  under  cultivation.     The  operatives  leaving 
the  factory  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  set  off  to  the  allotraentSi 
and  were  frequently  to  be  seen  working  in  their  gardens  by  moon- 
light, and  thus  the  evenings  that  before  were  spent  in  the  crowded 
factory,  the  beer-shop,  or  the  gin  palace,  were  occupied  by  healthful 
and  profitable  exercise  in  the  cultivation  of  these  waste  plots  of  land. 
Until  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  however,  received  proper  attentioUf 
it  was  impossible  they  could  have  an  honest  and  industrious  popu- 
lation.    It  would  be  to  no  purpose  that  they  had  diligent  and  pains- 
taking clergymen,  and  active  missionaries,  until  they  put  the  poor  in 
a  position  to  practise  what  they  were  taught — until  they  placed  the 
poor  man  in  a  position  to  be  a  receptacle  of  all  that  was  set  before 


TUE  labourer's  faibnd.  25 

him  for  his  moral  life — until  they  saw  the  necessity  of  affording  him 
every  opportunity  for  the  display  of  his  industry— and  that  to  main- 
tain his  own  rights,  and  promote  their  welfare,  the  labourer  was 
worthy  of  his  hire.  His  lordship  concluded  amidst  loud  cheers,  by 
moving  the  first  resolution,  and  shortly  afterwards  left  the  meeting. 

Mr.  T.  R.  JoLLiFPB  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  carried 
unanimously. 

Captain  Scobell  then  rose  to  move  the  second  resolution,  and 
was  received  with  that  enthusiasm  which  always  greets  his  appearance 
at  these  meetings, 'and  which  he  so  richly  deserves  for  his  able  and 
consistent  promotion  of  the  field -garden  system.  He  addressed  him- 
self as  usual  to  the  labourers  and  labourers*  friends,  and  observed 
that  they  had  all  or  most  of  them  had  experience  enough  to  know 
that  at  many  meetings  held  in  this  country  a  great  deal  of  discussion 
and  wrangling  often  took  place,  and  a  great  deal  of  anger  and  ill-feeling 
crept  in.  It  was  refreshing,  therefore,  to  attend  a  meeting  where 
unanimity  prevailed,  and  where  they  were  all  agreed  to  assist  in  a 
good  cause.  He  would  ask  them  were  they  all  labourers'  friends 
in  deed  as  well  as  in  name  ?  If  so,  now  was  the  time  to  exemplify 
their  friendship.  It  was  a  thing  to  be  mourned  over  that  such  a 
great  chasm  existed  between  the  classes  in  this  country.  There  was 
a  great  gulph,  he  would  not  say  it  was  fixed,  but  there  was  a  great 
gulph  between  the  classes  in  England.  They  held  aloof  from  each 
other.  To-day,  however,  labourers  were  there  in  the  presence  of 
landlords,  and  all  of  them  present  had  assembled  to  do  their  duty  in 
the  position  in  which  God  had  placed  them.  To-day  they  had 
labourers  and  noblemen,  who  were  labourers'  friends,  present ;  but 
this  small  company  were  not  all  the  labourers'  friends  there  were  in 
Bath ;  there  were  hundreds  walking  in  the  streets  then.  This  was 
the  room  of  gaiety  ;  they  should,  however,  show  that  it  was  also  the 
room  of  brotherly  kindness.  The  Society,  whose  anniversary  they 
were  met  to  commemorate,  flourished  in  this  way  —  it  inoculated 
other  districts.  They  did  not  ofler  large  premiums ;  in  fact,  their 
premiums  were  necessarily  small.  The  noble  lord,  who  had  left 
the  meeting,  had  said  they  ought  to  give  more  substantial  rewards, 
that  they  ought  to  invest  50/.  or  100/.  for  the  well-conducted 
labourer  in  the  Savings'-bank.  They  had  not  the  means.  Give  them 
the  means,  and  they  would  find  plans  enough  for  rewarding  the 
honest  labourers.  Open  their  pockets,  and  the  conductors  of  the. 
Society  would  gladly  engage  faithfully  to  carry  out  their  desires.  Till 
that  was  done,  this  Society  was  content  yet  awhile  to  give  rewards 
for  such  splendid  vegetables  as  they  had  seen  in  the  next  room.  He 
believed  these  rewards  did  great  good ;  but  the  principal  advantage 
of  this  Society  was  to  inoculate  other  districts  with  the  field-garden 
system.  Throughout  East  Somerset  most  of  the  parishes  had  now 
got  their  field-gardens;  he  was  not  so  well  acquainted  with  West 
Somerset,  but  in  the  Chard  and  llminster  district  he  believed  nearly 
50  parishes  were  associated  in  a  society  like  their  own,  which  held 
its  annual  meetings,  distributed  its  rewards,  and  if  they  did  not  take 
care  would  soon  outstrip  them.     He  had  also  gone  at  the  end  of  the 
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first  year  to  the  Langport  meeting,  and  he  never  knew  anythiDg 
more  satisfactory.  It  was  not  a  large  meeting,  for  it  was  the  first  of 
the  Society ;  nor  were  the  vegetables  so  fine  as  those  produced  to- 
day ;  indeed,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  they  should  be,  for  time 
Mas  required  for  their  growth.  One  thing,  however,  struck  him  M 
being  most  satisfactory.  The  noble  lord  (Ashley)  had  said  empbaticftllj 
that  the  farmers  were  their  greatest  opponents.  They  certainly  wen 
so ;  they  were  generally  slow  to  countenance,  much  less  to  practise 
the  system  ;  but  it  afforded  him  much  gratification  to  be  able  to  re- 
late to  the  meeting  an  instance  to  the  contrary.  At  the  Langport 
meeting,  two  yeomen  stood  up  and  said  they  had  thought  that  the 
field-garden  system  would  make  their  labourers  too  independent— -as 
though  they  could  do  that  in  the  present  day.  They  said  they  thought 
if  they  had  allotments  they  would  not  do  their  work  properly,  that 
they  would  be  too  tired  after  working  in  their  gardens  to  do  a  day's 
work  upon  the  farm.  But,  they  continued,  they  had  found  the  field* 
garden  tenants  the  best  of  labourers,  the  film  had  been  removed  from 
their  eyes,  and  they  announced  their  intention  of  becoming  henceforth 
supporters  of  the  society.  If  they  looked  over  the  country,  they 
would  find  the  system  spreading  fast ;  but  they  must  not  give  up  their 
exertions — he  could  not  say  for  JBngland  as  he  could  for  this  county*  In 
London,  thesociety  of  which  the  noble  lord  (Ashley)  was  president— the 
Society  for  improving  the  condition  of  the  labouring  poor,  had  adopted 
the  principle  of  this  society  as  one  of  its  most  important  modes  of  im« 
provements.  This  was  a  gratifying  fact.  It  had  only  about  1000 
tenants,  however,  connected  with  it.  That  was  a  large  number,  they 
would  perhaps  say.  It  was  so ;  but  it  was  only  as  a  drop  in  the 
bucket,  when  they  remembered  that  in  this  country  there  were  a 
million  labourers.  There  was  one  strong  sentiment  in  the  report  read 
to-day.  It  said,  *Hhe  field-garden  system  never  fails.''  That  was  a 
very  strong  expression.  He  thought,  however,  he  had  uttered  it  be- 
fore, or  he  had  dreamt  it ;  at  all  events,  he  beliiBved  it.  That  was,  it 
never  fails  from  any  fault  of  the  labourer's,  but  it  must  be  from  some 
cause  independent  of  him.  Out  of  ISO  tenants  of  his  own,  only  one 
had  been  convicted  of  any  crime  against  the  laws  of  the  country 
during  the  nineteen  years  he  had  practised  the  system.  He  was  not 
a  man  of  large  property,  but  he  devoted  some  portion  of  the  little  he 
had  to  this  great  object ;  and  as  it  was  scattered  about,  he  was  enabled 
to  exercise  an  influence  in  favour  of  the  system  in  several  distrietSy 
and  he  repeated,  that  only  one  of  his  allotment  tenants  had  been  con* 
victed  of  crime  in  nineteen  years,  and  that  one  stole  from  him  (Capt. 
Scobell).  It  was  not  much — a  mere  wisp  of  hay,  but  he  felt  it  hia 
duty  to  make  an  example  of  him.  He  was  tried  for  the  offence,  and 
he  (Capt.  Scobell)  recommended  him  to  the  merciful  consideration  of 
the  Court,  and  he  was  sentenced  to  one  week's  imprisonment.  After 
he  came  out  of  gaol,  he  remained  two  or  three  years  without  a  garden, 
and  it  would  have  done  any  one's  heart  good  to  have  seen  him  when 
he  (Capt.  Scobell)  unexpectedly  said  to  him  one  day  that  he  intended 
to  put  him  into  a  garden  again.  He  seemed  overjoyed,  and  said  he 
sever  thought  he  should  be  allowed  to  have  a  garden  again.     He 
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there  now,  and  he  (the  speaker)  firmly  believed  he  was  a  changed 
man,  and  had  become  one  of  the  honest  peasants  of  their  country. 
The  noble  lord  who  moved  the  first  resolution  spoke  upon  the  dwell- 
ings of  the  poor.  Other  gentlemen,  who  he  believed  would  move  a 
resolution  in  reference  to  that  question,  would,  no  doubt,  also  speak 
open  the  subject.  He  would,  therefore,  only  remark,  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  the  first  importance  that  they  should  make  comfortable  the 
peasant's  home.  How  could  they  expect  the  labouring  population  to 
be  virtuous  and  good,  when  the  sexes  were  intermixed  together  in  the 
bed-room,  and  when  at  home  they  had  not  the  comforts  nor  the 
decencies  of  life?  There  was  another  subject  he  could  not  pass  by— - 
the  wages  of  the  poor.  The  resolution  said,  <'  the  difficulties  of  the 
labourers  may  be  greatly  meliorated,  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
unemployed  poor  of  thiH  country  considerably  lessened,  by  the  uni- 
versal adoption  of  the  field  garden  system."  At  the  present  day, 
there  was  a  great  tendency  to  reduce  the  wages  of  the  labourer,  and, 
coDsequently,  to  increase  his  difficulties.  He  would  not  pretend 
to  fix  the  amount  that  should  be  paid  to  each  labourer,  but  he  re- 
peated that,  in  the  present  day,  there  was  a  tendency  to  reduce  wages. 
A  fact  he  heard  at  a  meeting  in  this  county  was  illustrative  of  what 
he  had  said.  It  was  stated  that  the  farmers  were  uniting  to  reduce 
the  wages  of  their  labourers  to  6s,  per  week ;  and  when  he  (Captain 
Scobell)  mentioned  this  fact  with  surprise,  in  the  presence  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  first  stated  it,  at  another  agricultural  meeting,  and  said  it 
was  no  better  than  the  poor  shirt  makers  working  for  2^d,  per  day  in 
London,  a  farmer  rose  up  and  said,  <'  Oh,  that  was  nothing  strange, 
for  in  Wiltshire  they  could  get  labourers  at  5a.  per  week."  He  (Capt. 
Scobell)  shuddered  at  such  a  state  of  things.  He  must  say  now  as  he 
said  then,  that  in  the  midland  counties  where  the  labourers  were 
paid  I2s.  per  week,  agriculture  flourished  best.  Low  wages  could 
never  form  the  basis  of  agricultural  prosperity.  To  talk  of  dispensing 
Irith  labour !  it  was  begrudging  oil  to  the  wheel.  Labour  was  the 
surest  source  of  >Y^alth.  Let  the  farmer  employ  it  to  remove  the 
weeds,  and  they  would  not  see  so  frequently  as  they  now  did  the  tares 
growing  up  with  the  wheat.  If  they  reduced  the  labourer  to  a  state 
of  starvation,  what  was  he  to  do?  He  must  either  beg  or  steal. 
What  else  could  he  do  ?  He  would  ask  them,  did  they  treat  their 
animals  so  ?  Would  they  then  treat  their  fellow  mortals  so  ?  He 
would  lift  up  his  hand  then  for  the  labourer,  and  he  would  say,  not 
that  the  farmer  should  pay  too  high,  but  that  he  should  pay  a  fair  day's 
wages  for  a  fair  day's  work.  Let  them  take  another  view.  If  the 
labourer  was  reduced  to  starvation  wages,  he  would  be  driven  to  the 
workhouse,  perhaps  to  the  gaol.  What  would  be  the  consequence  ? 
He  had  heard  a  clergyman  say  at  one  meeting,  that  a  family  which 
had  been  driven  to  the  workhouse  cost  the  union  50/.  a  year,  whereas 
60s.  wonld  have  kept  them  out.  And  if  the  labourer  was  driven  to 
the  gaol,  they  must  not  wonder  if  he  came  out  a  worse  man  than  he 
went  in.  If  they  neglected  him,  let  them  not  wonder  if  he  returned 
the  compliment.  One  thing  also  deserving  of  attention  was  the  system 
of  poaching,  to  which  the  poor,  he  believed,  in  many  instances  were 
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driven.  Two  thousand  persons  had  been  sent  to  prison  iu  two  ycart 
for  this  ofTenco,  and  no  less  than  fifty  deaths  of  gamekeepers  or 
poachers  had  been  occasioned.  He  might  go  through  all  the  food 
and  clothing  of  the  labourers  also,  and  show  the  evil  consequences  of 
low  wages.  They  drank  no  wines,  ate  nothing  foreign,  nor  scarcely 
wore  anything  foreign.  They  drank  beer  it  was  true,  but  that  was 
made  of  barley  of  home  growth.  Their  clothes  were  also  nearly  all 
made  of  the  coarsest  wool  of  home  growth.  If,  therefore,  the  wages 
of  labourers  were  generally  to  be  reduced  to  the  amount  he  had 
named,  six  millions  of  money  would  be  withdrawn  from  the  consumers* 
market,  which  was  now  nearly  all  spent  on  the  farmers'  produce.  They 
should  be  careful,  in  carrying  out  the  Field  Garden  system,  to  blend 
with  it  encouragement  to  the  young.  Some  one  had  observed  that 
iu  England  they  dragged  down  the  poor  instead  of  lifting  them  up. 
This  should  not  be,  and  the  young  in  particular  required  to  be  treated 
with  great  tenderness.  He  would  not  now  enter  upon  the  subject  of 
education — that  must  go  on.  But  a  great  effect  might  be  produced 
upon  the  young  people  through  the  feelings  of  their  parents.  There 
was  not  a  day  throughout  the  year  in  which  the  industrious  field 
garden  peasant  might  not  cut  something  from  his  allotment  for  his 
family.  There  were  25,000  head  of  cabbages  on  his  allotments. 
These  the  labourers  could  cut  and  carry  home  to  their  families,  and 
he  believed  the  young  would  be  improved  by  hearing  their  parents  say 
where  they  got  them  from,  and  by  witnessing  the  happiness  and  com* 
parative  comfort  which  was  due  to  the  cultivation  of  their  allotment. 
He  would  sum  up  all  this,  by  asking  those  present  one  plain  question, 
— Did  they  mean  to  support  the  Labourer  s  Friend  Society  ?  He 
called  upon  them  to  come  to  their  assistance,  and  would  conclude  by 
again  asking  them  whether  at  this  time,  with  the  magnificence  of  the 
world  around  them,  they  loved  the  diggings  of  California  or  the  dig- 
gings of  the  poor  but  industrious  English  labourer  best.  The  gallant 
Captain  sat  down  amidst  great  applause,  after  having  moved  th6 
resolution. 

The  prizes  were  afterwards  awarded  to  the  cottagers  in  the  octagon 
room^  and  the  meeting  separated. 


BUILDING  AND   ENGINEERING  WORKMEN'S 
PROVIDENT  AND   FRIENDLY  SOCIETY. 

On  Friday  evening,  the  25th  Jan.,  a  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Lower 
Room,  Exeter  Hall,  with  a  view  to  carrying  out  the  Plans  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  of  Architects,  Engineers,  and  Builders, 
whose  appointment  was  announced  in  the  last  number  of  our 
magazine.  The  platform  was  filled  with  members  of  the  Comniittee, 
comprising  Messrs.  Cockerel,  Hardwick,  Angel,  Tite,  Roberts, 
Running, — Architects;  Mr.  Walker,  Engineer;  Messrs.  Thomas 
Cubitt,  William  Cubitt,  Alderman  Lawrence,  Mr.  George  Bakeri 
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and  Mr.  Lea, — Builders  ;  Messrs.  George  Rennie,  Field,  and  Piper 
weK*«=^  unavoidably  absent;  several  eminent  builders  were  also  on  the 
platform;  the  body  of  the  room  and  the  gallery  were  overflowing 
wit.  I  ft  cft  respectable  and  very  attentive  audience,  consisting  of  foremen 
fro  WMTM,  the  various  building  establishments,  who  had  been  invited  thus 
to  nn^ct  and  to  confer  with  the  Committee  on  the  plan  they  had  pro- 
posed  for  the  benefit  of  the  workmen. 

X«  "Xhat  a  fund  be  raised  and  sustained,  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
gre^'^^Altous  advice,  information,  and  agency  to  workmen  desirous  of 
in^^stlng  their  savings  in  government  and  other  valid  securities. 
Al^o  with  a  view  to  aid  them  (by  temporary  loan  or  otherwise) 
wli<ii:i  by  reason  of  sickness,  accident,  or  want  of  employment,  they 
mvLy    l>e  unable  to  keep  up  their  periodical  payments. 

XX.  To  recommend  and  assist  workmen  in  effecting  investments  in 
go^v^i^ninent  deferred  annuities  under  the  Savings*  Bank  Act. 

I  X  r.  To  bring  within  reach  of  workmen  the  advantages  of  Life 
A&Mi.ir^nce,  enabling  them  to  secure  to  their  representatives  at  death 
BUix^s  as  low  as  £10 — (for  instance,  by  the  weekly  payment  of  1^. 
fro¥*i  the  age  of  25  years,  or  of  \^d.  from  the  age  of  35  years,  £10 
can    t>e  assured  at  death.) 

X^V.  To  establish  an  office  and  to  appoint  an  agent  to  communicate 
•*  oouvenient  hours  with  workmen,  and  to  receive  their  periodical 
pay  na  en  to. 

professor  Cockerel,  R.A.,  being  called  to  the  Chair,  briefly  ex- 
plaln^cL  the  motives  by  which  he  and  his  colleagues  were  influenced 
^^  thus  tendering  the  hand  of  friendship  and  good  will  to  the 
^P^t'o.^ives  engaged  under  them,  and  expressed  his  earnest  hope  that 
Y^^  lender  made  in  all  sincerity  would  be  received  with  equal  cor* 
^»a.lity ;  the  same  sentiments  were  repeated  by  Mr,  Baker,  Mr.  Tite, 
^*"'-  *X*liomas  Cubitt,  Mr.  Hard  wick,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Lawrence, 
^hiol^  called  for  individual  as  well  as  a  repeated  unanimous  ex- 
pre»3|^jj  of  the  meeting  in  favour  of  the  proposed  phns,  and  it  was 
•"■^^lly  agreed  that  a  second  meeting  of  the  operatives  present  should 
^  ^ouvened  at  the  same  place  on  the  following  Friday  evening  to 
appoint  a  Committee  which  should  confer  and  cooperate  with  the 
,^**^Oaittee  of  Architects,  Engineers  and  Builders,  in  carrying  out  the 


GARDEN  ALLOTMENTS. 

»    ^^^l.  Manvers  has  given   up  a  beautiful  field  to  the  frame-work 

^^^'^ters  and  artisans  of  Carlton,  for  garden  allotments;  it  contains 

^    ^Ut  eight  acres. — The  Earl  of  Chesterfield  has  promised  at  the 

^Hiest  convenience  a  further  extension  of  land,  and  gave  up  twelve 

^^^  for  the  same  purpose  about  six  years  ago. — Nottingham  Review • 
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G.  GowADtEsq.,  Park -crescent 
Mr,  Wurreu, |3ri  .M I ^^s^i^^Nisbett 
C,  J.  Wriglit,  Etq.,  per  ditto  . 
B,   Ct    Smplytocif    Ksq.,   per 

H^ars.  HaLeUiu-d  .  .     . 

£.  H,  Fit£bQrbert,  Ksq,^  Paper 

BnJldiagSf  Tem|i]e  *  .  . 
J.  C*  Colquhoim,  Esq.,  CUes- 

ham-street 

G.  R.  flof^re,  £»q.,  NeW'iqiiarc 
Q»Q*  CiiTich^  Ei^cj.t  Caiitcrbary 
EifUt  Hon.  Lord  SkelmersdjUf 
Mit%  Bjr  11  Duk^iiaeia,  Bart. 
IMj  Pmilt  TempJD  Bat  .  . 
Ladf    Augusta   i^eymoitr,   St. 

Jame^'fi-^qnare  *  .  .  .  . 
Bev.  Sir  John  Sejtaout%  Bart. 
flir  Htnry  Martip,  Burt.,  Tuu- 

biidgeWeU 

Bfj-  W.  B.  R   Cookbiirn,  Bart., 

Lanadovru«creAceiiS,    Baib, 

per  Mn  Crotrden  .... 
Bfi^  Joljti  DsjdapD,  Mnj  Fair  . 
Lady  Dfidson,  dUto  .  .  . 
Oipi,  V.  E.  Tenuant  .  .  . 
ilL  Boare,  Eb(j,*  Fleet-street  . 
W.  Tweedy, E^q,  Truro  .  . 
J.  Williams,  Esq.,  Truro  .  . 
J.  Aogi^rsteiri,  E^l|.,  UlfUikbealb 
BcT.  li.  BurgiESp  Cbelsca  .  * 
T*  Coekbum,  Esq.,  Rofibjunp- 

ton    .    * 

J.   M.   Strachan,   Ksq.,    Ted 

dington 

H.Oosse,  Esq., per  Mr.  Dorliiig, 

Epsom 

J>  T.  Laing,  Esq.,  Eroctheun 

Clob  .    . 

A.  Johnson,  Ksq,,  ILiIeswortli 
Ber.  J.  N*  sSimkiofion,  llorrow- 

on-Hill 

X«df  Elizabeth  Ashburnbani, 

fiiolimond 

V  Ja«fi?it,  Esq.,  Whiteball-pl. 
V^-^tn.  Sir  W.  Gofnm  .  . 
N.  Bridges,  Esq.,  Red  Lion-sq. 
A  Lady,  per  Lord  Ashley  .  . 
Ber.  T.  Bennett,  Lower  Park- 
street,  Islington  .... 
S.Wright,  Esq.,  Portland  Hotel 
BeT.  O.  E.. Webster,  Grundis- 

borgh 

W.  Glutton,  Esq  ,  Ollerton 
A  Tkank-'  ^HWrn g,  per  ditto      . 
^*  Heselimp   l^^q  ,  Montague- 

|il«ce,  Claphitn]  .... 
B,  Stillldriliff»  E»«q  ,  Minon<*H  * 
''.  Hardy,  E*q*t  Tbryberg  piirk 
^%pt.  W.  Mi^nUgtie^  CMii[dmm 

Common 

^-  Tomer,  Esq.,  Clnpham  .  . 
;?•  Wild,  Esq.,  Clapbam  .  . 
^.  JackaoD,  Esq.,  Ilampstead 
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J.  Jackson,  Esq.,  Hampstead  . 
Miss  Moland,  Brighton  .  . 
W.  N.  Nicholson,  Esq.,  New- 

aik-on-Trent 

W.    Nanson,     Esq.,    Camden 

Lodge,  C  ran  brook  .... 
I ,  ?^  [  0  w ,  i  1  fi  i] . .  G  vetn  « ich  .  . 
Mtlt'!!  i> limit-,  K^q.iBishopsgale 
J*  C  Mum^eli  Esq*,  WliiiiLcotiih 
fL  M.  Oreavesj  Esq.^  Bonner's 

Cross 

Dr.  J.  W.  Calvert,  Regcnt's-pk. 
G,  Uiirris,  l.^q.,  Rugby  .  .  , 
JameH   Sira>^bau,  Esq.,  Wal- 

liogton-'pliicej  Has^tings  .  . 
ll^v.  T,  Fiuherbei  t,  Marston, 

nettr  Sherbourue  .... 
W.   Bean,    Esq.,    Camberwell 

(irove      ....... 

James  Loat,  Esq.,  Balbam-hill 
W.  Harding,  Esq.,  York-road  . 
Col.  Crabbe,  Highfleld,  South- 

ampton 

J.  T.  Alston,  Esq.,  Gloucester- 
place,  Ricitmoud    .... 
E.  P.  Ilalbawny,  Khq.,  Old-sq. 
W.  Vizard,  Esq.,  Lincoln's-inn- 

fields  . 

T.  H.  Bastard,  Esq.,  jun.,  near 

Blundfoid 

N.    Waller,    Esq.,     Masongil 

Hi)  ».L\  iitror  Kjrhy  Lonsdale 
J.  ti.  1  omp^dti,  Eitq.^  Ilfoid  . 
Mo^ira.  Bam,  l^p.  Tlmtnes^st, 
E.  PerroK,  Euq.«l!uckiiJ(;ham 
Iter.  E  Bickersieth,  Waiion  . 
JoIjii  CuTteiH,  Eaq,,  Gordon-pl. 
T.  F.  CuHeis,  Esq.,  Borough  , 
E.  Thornton,  Esq.,  Pldward'i^ 

street 

^frs.  E.  Fisher,  Dorset* square 
Miss  C.  Fisher,  ditto  .  .  . 
Capt.  T.  H.  Thomas,  Ltingham 
W.  NuuiJgtf*  J  -?iq.,  \\'jinda worth 
R.  Evans,  Esq.,  Gloiirceter-rd^ 
Rev.  Dr.  Pucey,  Aston  Par- 
sonage      

Rev.  T.  Evetts,  Prestwood  Par- 

fioni^e  ... 

J.  S.  STuarE,Esq.tKaigk  House 
Rev.  T  Majrkly  Queen'n  Coll. 
Mr.    Savnu^p,     Brighton,     per 

Bishfjjn if  London ,  .  .  . 
T.  H.  Plumer,  Esq.,  Canons- 

puiik 

Lmly  SimkinmoiJ.  Bedford  place 
W.  kllia.  Esq,*  Codogon  terr.  • 
W.  Beckfoiti  Esq,,  Ongar  .  . 
Rev  A.W  Mason  .  .  (D.) 
T.  CoTfiiitry*  Esq.,  Old-square 
Mrji,  Boot/,  Dotiglity-sireet  . 
Sam.  Haydon,  Esq.,  Guildford 
E.  F.  Turner,  Esq.jScarboro* . 
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A  Thank-Offering,  per  Messrs. 

Hatchard 

C.  Stokefl,  Esq.,  per  ditto    . 
Mrs.  C.  Stokes,  per  ditto 
Mrs.  Stokes,  per  ditto    .     . 

C.  G.,  per  ditto     .... 

D.  M.,  per  ditto  .... 
Hon.  W.  Herbert,  per  ditto 
ReT.  C.  L.  Loder,  per  ditto 
Miss  Milan,  per  ditto  .  . 
J.  E.  Hill,  Esq  ,  per  ditto  . 
LmAj  H.  Cooke,  per  ditto  . 
Misses  James,  Addison-road 
J.  ^ortescue,  Esq.,  Upper  Bel 

grave-plaee  ..... 
W.  W.  W 


T«  Mainworing,  Esq.,  Wiex 

bam 

Miss  Irvine,  Montague-place 
£.  Stracbey,  Esq.,  Clifton  . 
ReT.  Peter  A.  L.  Wood,  Little 

ton  Rectory 

Col.  Nelthor]>e,  Mount-street 
W.  J.  Clutton,  Esq.,  York  . 
H.  E.  Aosten.Esq.,  New  sq. 
Rev.  O.  Marden,  Brighton  . 
Joseph  Seaton,  Esq.,  Richmond 
W.  Day,  E.sq.,  Isleworth 
J.  FamcU,  Esq.,  Isleworth 
J.  Brickwood,  Esq.,  Grove-lane 
Miss  Scorer,  Champion  Hill 
J.  Lee,  Esq.,  Redbrook,  Whit 

chnrch 

J.  Lee,  Esq.,  jun.,  ditto  .     , 
J.  Deverell,  E3q.,Parbury-park 
G.  George,  Esq.,  Crescent,  St, 

Helier's,  Jersey     .     .     . 
Miss  E.  Seymour,  St.  James's 

square 

Miss  A.  Seymour,  ditto  .  . 
Miss  C.  Seymour,  ditto  .  . 
Master  H.  Seymour,  ditto  . 
Mr.  F.  Seymour,  ditto  .  . 
Mr.  A.  Seymour,  ditto  .  . 
Rev.  G.  Morris,  Saresbury,  per 

Mr.  Rayner 

ReT.  Dr.  Wilson,  Southampton, 

per  ditto 

Capt.  Matthews,  East  Cosham, 

Portsmouth 

F.    J.    Thynne,    Esq.,   Great 

George-street    .     .     .     , 
E.J.  Smlili, Esq-.Whitehnll-pl 
Messrs.  Pickering,  ditto 
J.  Standring,  Esq.,  Minorics 
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p.  Walton,  Esq.,  Norfolk  Hotel, 

Brighton 0  10    0 

Rev.    L.    Deedes,    Bramfield, 

Herts 0  10    0 

B.  Sundring,  Esq.,  jun..  Forest 

'    Hill 0  10    0 

W.  Vaughan,  Esq.,  FenchurcU- 

street 0  10    0 

J.  Fuller,  Esq.,  ditto      .     .     .  0  lU     0 

J.  Solly,  Esq.,  ditto  ....  0  10     0 

J.  R.  Pease,  Esq.,  Hull  ...  0  10    0 

C.  Farrens,  Esq.,  Chester-place  0  10  0 
Rev.  J.  Venn,  Hereford  ...  0  10  0 
Rev.  J.  Fry,  Sompliug  .  .  .  0  10  0 
Mrs.  Everard,  Lynn  .'...0100 
W.  Maynard,  Esq.,Crowmarsh  0  10  0 
J.  Currall,  Esq.,  Bishopsgate  .  0  10  0 
T.  Pitts,  Esq.,  Melina-place  .  0  10  0 
Mrs.  Rose,  Peun  Cottage,  near 

Amersham 0  10    0 

Rev.  R.  Davies.  Brencbley  .  .  0  10  0 
M.  Walters,  Esq.,  per  Mr.  C. 

Crowden,  Bath  ....  0  10  0 
Mrs.  Ames,  per  ditto      ...0100 

W.  Sntcliff,  Esq.,  per  ditto       .  0  10     0 

W.  Hunt,  Esq.,  per  ditto     .     .  0  10    0 

D.  Cabanel,  Esq.,  per  ditto  .  0  10  0 
Rev.  E.  J.  Crawley,  per  ditto  .  0  10  0 
W.  Long,  Esq.,  per  ditto  .  .  0  10  U 
W.  H.  L.  Bruges,  Esq.,  M.P., 

per  Mr.  Cochrane,  Melksham  0  10    0 

Rev.  G.  Hume,  per  ditto    .    .  0  10    0 

Rev.  J.  Wilkinson,  per  ditto    .  U  10 

Rev.  S.  Barbutt,  Chichester     .  0  10 
J.  D.  Robinson,  Barham  House, 

Beccles 0  10 

Major  Little,  Woolwich      .    ,  0  10 

B.  M.  Foakes,  Esq.,  Dunmow  0  10 

Mrs.  Scrivens,  Clapbam           .  0  10 
J.  Heaton,  Esq.,  Leeds,  per  H. 

Richardson,  Esq 0  10 

T.  B.  Pease,  Esq.,  per  ditto      .  0  10 

H.  Richardson,  Esq.,  Leeds     .  0  10 

G.  Ashness,  Esq.,  Btfttersea     .  0  10 

Rev.  G.  Bucknill,  Rugby    .     .  0  10 

Rev.  Dr.  Twiss,  Hamilton-terr.  0  10 
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Per  Mr,  H.  Martin,  Aytnt, 

Rev.  E.  W.  Hoskii^      annatl  11  o 

W.  C.  Moreland,  Esq.    ...  1  10^  0 

Rev.  D.  Griffiths  .     ...»  0  If^  0 

Major  Wayth 0  IC^  0 

D.  Serntton,  Esq 0  lO  0 

Rev.  St.  Leger  Baldwin     .    •  0  JC^  0 


Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Savill,  at  his  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  Pari 
St.  Psul,  Coveut  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  pnbii- 
by  John  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  wbe 
Communications  are  to  be  addressed. — Sold  by  Seeleys,  Fleet  Street ;  Nisbet 
Co.,  Beniers  Street ;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  London. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  FEBRUARY. 

Exeter  Hallt  Strand. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  11th  February. — ^Present, 
Lord  Ashley,  M.P.5  in  the  chair;  Lord  Alfred  Churchill ;  Charles 
A«  MoodVy  Eaq.f  M.P. ;  Major  Little ;  William  Long ;  T.  Twining, 
Junior ;  J .  Sperling ;  Henry  Roberts,  Esqrs. ;  J.  G.  Shephard, 
Csq.,  and  the  Rev.  T.  Bennett,  visitors. 

The  business  of  the  Committee  having  commenced  in  the 
Usual  manner,  and  the  minutes  of  January  been  read  and  con- 
firmed, the  report  of  the  allotment  agent  was  read.  He  stated 
that  a  supper  had  been  given  to  the  Society's  allotment  tenants 
mt  CholesDury ;  also,  at  Edgeware,  a  similar  supper  was  given 
to  the  allotment  tenants  there;  in  both  cases  the  allotments 
liave  been  cultivated  in  a  very  satisfisurtory  manner,  and  the 
^«nt8  well  paid  up ;  the  expenses  of  these  suppers  were  chiefly 
defrayed  by  the  clergy  and  resident  gentry. 

The  Sub-committee  on  Dwellings  report  that  an  offer  having 
l>een  made  by  the  Right  Hon.  Sidney  Uq;rbert  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Female  Emigration  Fund  for  the  occupation 
for  two  or  more  years  of  the  Hatton-garden  Female  Lodging 
House,  they  determined  to  recommend  to  the  General  Committee 
%hat  the  offer  should  be  accepted,  and  that  it  should  be  let  on 
^the  following  terms : — the  Committee  of  the  Female  Emigration 
I'und  to  take  the  whole  responsibility  of  the  rent,  rates,  taxes, 
&C.,  and  to  pay  to  the  Society  an  additional  rent  of  £75  per 
«uioum  as  a  return  for  the  ouday  of  the  Society  on  the  repairs 
W[id  fittings ;  an  inventory  of  the  furniture  to  be  taken,  ana  the 

HO.  LXX.  D 
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same  to  be  left,  tdgether  with  the  premises,  ^n  good  otiet  Md 
condition,  wear  and  tear  excepted. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  on  Mcmday, 
28th  January. — Present,  John  Dean  Paul,  Esq.,  in  tho  pfawr; 
Lord  Ashley;  Marquis  of  Blandford;  J.  C.  Colquhoun,  Esq.; 
Major  Little;  Henry  Roberts;  T.  Twining,  junior;  Henry 
Blanshard;  F.  H.  N.  Gloasop;  John  Sperling;  E,  H*  Fftdier- 
bert,  and  R.  B.  Seeley,  Esqrs.!  when  tqe  follQwing  resolutions 
were  passed: — 

Resolved — That  the  recommendation  of  the  Sub-committee 
relating  to  the  Hatton  Garden  house  be  adopted,  with  thii 
addition,  that  the  furniture  be  valued  on  the  commencement  and 
termination  of  the  agreement,  and  that  the  difference  of  Tiliic 
be  paid  by  the  Committee  of  the  Emigration  Fund,  the  expeBie 
of  the  valuation  to  be  paid  by  the  two  Societies;  also — 

Resolved — That  the  inmates  of  the  Hatton-garden  House  have 
each  a  week's  notice,  and  one  week's  rent  paid  to  them  in  money. 


The  Sub-committee  further  report  that  an  ofibr  having  ] 
made  by  Messrs.  Locke  and  Neesham  of  two  front  houses^ 
situated  between  Portpool-lane  and  the  site  they  have  abnoady 
purchased,  ^for  the  sum  of  £480,  and  the  same  being  deemed 
eligible  for  the  purposes  of  the  Society,  they  resolved  to  re- 
commend that  that  purchase  be  made.  Whereupon  it  was  re» 
solved  that  the  report  of  the  Sub-committee  be  received^  and 
that  the  Sub-committee  be  empowered  to  complete  the  piurcbase 
of  the  said  houses  in  Portpool-lane. 

Mr.  Roberts  laid  on  the  table  a  proof  copy  of  his  **  Eaay 
on  the  Dwellings  of  the  Labouring  Classes,"  read  at  the 
Institute  of  British  Architects,  which,  at  the  request  of  Loid 
Ashley,  he  had  prepared  for  pubUcation,  with  twenty-five  pagaa 
of  illustrative  engravings,  containing  plans  and  elevations  of  ue 
buildings  erected  by  the  Society,  and  designs  for  dwelliD^^ 
adapted  to  towns  as  well  as  agricultural  districts,  whereon  it  wm 

Resolved — That  3000  copies  be  printed,  the  detail  of  circular 
tion  being  left  to  the  Sub-committee  on  Dwellings,  with  the 
understanding  that  each  subscriber  to  the  Society  be  entitled  to 
a  copy  free  of  charge. 

The  following  letters  have  been  received  this  month: — Lady 
Canning,  Colonel  Kinlock,  Dean  of  Carlisle,  the  Revs.  P.  Wright 
J.  E.  Middleton,  E.  Moore,  and  R.  Gee;  VVjndhara  Portal^ 
James  (iadesden,  W.  Golding,  T.  G.  Parry,  J.  C.  ColquhouD, 
T.  Austin,  —  Holt,  J.  Waithraan,  H.  Grainger,  and  W,  Wiggin- 
ton,  Esqrs.,  &c.  &c. 


«PADE  HUSBANDRY  IN  IRELAND. 

(From  the  Irish  Farmer^s  Gazette.) 

'A  TBRY  SQceessAil  practical  proof  of  the  advantages  derivable  from 
the  sabstitution  of  the  spade  for  the  plough,  has  occurred  during  the 
1a«t  season  on  the  esta,tes  of  that  truly  energetic^  indefatigable,  and 
eJDterprising  gentleman,  Col.  Knox  Gore,  near  Ballina,  in  the  County 
Mi^jo. 

We  have  b^en  favoured  with  a  very  able  and  business-like  report, 
drawn  ap  by  the  Colonel,  which  will  be  found  at  length  in  our 
eolnmns  of  this  day.  Colonel  Gore,  seeing  the  destitution  of  the 
poor  inhabitants  of  the  Ballina  union,  took  the  humane  resolution  of 
initiating  their  destitution,  by  employing  them  in  the  cultivation  of 
a  portion  of  his  extensive  estates,  thrown  on  his  hands  by  emigrating 
tenants,  in  an  exhausted  condition,  and  by  that  means  enabling  them 
to  support  themselves  and  families,  reducing  the  number  of  claimants 
for  out-door  relief,  and  improve  his  property,  establish  a  means,  by 
practical  proof,  of  removing  the  frightful  blotch  on  the  country,  of 
ihoQsands  of  acres  going  out  of  tillage,  and  a  whole  nation  dropping 
piecemeal  into  the  grave  by  starvation. 

The  result  has  been,  from  the  combined  forethought,  energy,  and 
determination  of  one  man,  that,  from  December  to  July,  with  un- 
trained, half-starved,  emaciated  men,  there  were  100  Irish  acres  dug  14 
inches  deep,  sown  with  flax  ;  100  acres  dug  10  inches  deep,  sown  with 
otts  ;  and  100  acres  dug  twice,  drills  openjed,  manure  deposited,  co- 
vered with  the  spade,  and  sown  with  turnips ;  which,^deducting  all 
eipens^s  of  labour^  manure,  and  seed,  has  left  a  profit  on  the 

£ 

100  screi  of  oaU,  at  21.  2$.  per  acre  910 

100  acres  of  flax»  at  21,  lOs.  per  acre        250 

100  Mief  of  turnips,  at  V,  16«.  par  apre  (a  low  arerage) . .         •  •    280 

Benderipg  a  totali  on  300  aores,  of m     HO 

ID0CSS8PUL  CULTIVATION  OF  THRBE  HUNDRED  ACRES  IN  ONE  SEASON 
BY   THE  SPADE, 

Sir, — ^Laat  December  1  saw  such  destitution  amongst  the  labouring 
population  of  the  Ballina  Union,  that  I  felt  most  anxious  to  alleviatu 
it,  if  possible,  by  giving  employment ;  I  therefore  determined  on  ^ 
trial  of  spade  caltivation,  and  as  I  had  in  my  possession  a  quantity  of 
hod  lying  for  some  years  in  a  neglected  state  (since  the  tenants  bad 
enigrated  to  America),  I  saw  it  would  be  also  beneficial  to  myself,  if 
it  eould  be  effected  on  remunerative  terms. 

I  accordingly  commenced  to  dig,  14  inches  deep,  100  acres  of  clay 
ground  ;  and,  to  give  a  just  idea,  not  only  of  its  state,  but  also  of  a 
vaat  proportion  of  the  best  land  in  this  district,  J  will  just  mention 
Ihaty  to  prepare  these  100  acres  for  farming  purposes,  1  waa  obliged 
lo  level  1400  perches  of  small  useless  ditch  and  bank,  to  drain  10 
airai  of  land  hitherto  unproductive,  and  to  subsoil. about  lOaerea 
Aalt  from  its  sballowneq^,  bad  never  been  cultivated  before*    Tbeie 
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operatioDs  were  carried  on  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act  The 
yearly  instalment,  payable  for  22  years,  for  these  improvments,  amounts 
to  8/. 

I  endeavoured  to  get  the  digging  done  by  task,  and  I  offered  the 
price  per  acre  at  which  it  has  been  done  in  other  parts  of  Ireland ; 
but  the  people  were  so  wretched,  and  had  so  little  confidence  in  each 
other,  that  they  declared  they  could  only  work  by  the  day,  saying 
they  could  not  subsbt  24  hours  without  being  paid  their  wages,  de- 
pending almost  entirely  on  outdoor  relief,  which  would  cease  when 
they  began  to  work  for  nie.  I,  therefore,  most  reluctantly  felt  obliged 
either  to  give  up  my  project,  or  employ  the  men  by  the  day,  at  the 
usual  wages  of  the  country,  and  I  promised  to  pay  them  every  evening. 
I  thus  engaged  in  an  undertaking,  the  difficulty  of  which  none  can 
appreciate  who  have  not  tried  it ;  and  though  I  was  assisted  by  a  moiit 
efficient  and  energetic  steward  (Mr.  James  O'Connor),  yet.  as  he  had 
to  attend  to  my  usual  farm  operations,  which  are  on  an  extensive  scale 
(having  had  200  head  of  cattle  tied  up  last  winter),  the  principal  duty 
of  overseeing  and  paying  these  labourers  devolved  on  me,  and  from  it 
I  never  flinched  from  December  to  July,  being  out  each  morning  be- 
fore light  in  winter,  and  five  o'clock  during  the  other  months,  and  not 
home  till  dark  or  eight  o'clock,  according  to  the  season.  I  mention 
this  solely  for  the  purpose  of  showing  proprietors,  who  are  similarly 
circumstanced,  that,  if  they  seriously  wish  to  regenerate  their  country 
or  their  estates,  they  must  not  be  stopped  by  difficulties  which  can  be 
overcome  by  energy  and  resolution. 

To  return  to  my  detail.  I  continued  digging  the  land  after  the 
100  acres  were  completed;  so  that  at  the  beginning  of  April  the  quan- 
tity liad  reached  200  acres,  100  of  which,  having  been  dug  10  inches 
deep,  were  sown  at  once  with  oats  or  barley,  and,  with  the  assbtance 
of  a  moderate  dressing  of  guano,  has  proved  a  good  crop.  The  other 
100  acres  were  dug  at  least  12  or  14  inches  deep,  being  intended  for 
turnips  ;  but  having  been  fortunate  enough  to  induce  Messrs.  Bernard, 
Hay,  and  Co.  to  form  an  establishment  at  Ballina,  for  the  steeping  of 
flax  on  the  patent  system,  where  I  have  built  a  scutching-mill  for 
them,  I  found  it  necessary  to  sow  near  100  acres  of  flax,  the  land  for 
which  I  principally  selected  from  that  intended  and  dug  for  tumipa. 
I,  however,  still  determined  to  have  100  acres  for  turnips;  so  I  con- 
tinued digging  fresh  ground,  and  by  the  1st  of  June  my  operations 
extended  over  800  acres. 

The  flax  crop  was  put  down  after  the  oat  crop  was  finished,  and 
was  not  completed  until  the  Srd  of  June ;  it  also  has  proved  a  fair  crop 
and  remunerative,  as  can  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  concluding  table 
of  expenses  and  returns  of  each  crop.    For  the  reasons  before  stated, 
I  was  unable  to  begin  my  turnip  crop  till  June ;  I  then  dug  over,  a 
second  time,  100  acres,  harrowing  and  rolling  after  this  as  well  as  the  a 
preceding  digging,  new  marked  out  the  drills  along  a  line  by  men.^ 
with  spades,  opened  the  drills,  put  in  the   manure,  and  closed  tb«v 
drills — all  the  operations,  except  tlie  harrowing  and  rolling,  being  per^— 
formed  by  men,  women,  and  boys.     The  seed  was  sown  by  a  pon;^ 
with  a  machine,  sowing  two  drilb  at  a  time.     There  was  no  failure 
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o?cr  the  entire  100  acres;  but,  owing  to  an  uninterrupted  drought 
during  the  month  of  June  and  beginning  of  July,  the  seed  lay  dor- 
mant for  several  weeks,  particularly  in  the  strongest  and  best  land ; 
80  that  the  crop,  as  far  as  the  swedes  were  concerned,  became  a  late 
crop.  The  moment  it  was  possible,  the  plants  were  singled  and  wed 
with  the  hand  and  hoe,  and  afterwards  the  whole  extent  was  dug  over 
between  the  drills,  the  land  now  presenting  a  garden-like  appearance 
— uot  a  weed  to  be  seen,  and  not  a  blank  in  the  crops — it  will,  at  a 
low  estimate,  pay  all  expenses,  and  a  fair  rent  for  the  land,  which  has 
been  transformed,  by  the  cultivation,  from  a  mangled,  exhausted  waste, 
to  a  fertile,  highly-cultivated  field,  quite  equal  to  any  Scotch  or 
English  farm,  and  which  will  yield,  next  year,  a  superior  grain  or  flax 
crop  at  a  small  expense. 

During  these  operations,  I  have  employed  almost  every  person  ask- 
ing for  work,  most  of  them  unknown  to  me  by  name  or  appearance. 
The  thankfulness  with  which  these  poor  people  received  their  wages 
each  evening  was  most  gratifying,  and,  as  a  proof  of  their  gratitude 
and  kind  feeling,  I  may  mention  that  my  cattle  and  sheep  were  the 
only  flock  unwatched  in  this  county,  and  yet  I  never  lost  one,  nor  can 
I  complain  of  finy  injury  done  my  property. 

At  first  1  found  the  people  unable  to  work,  being  weak,  ill-fed,  and 
unskilled  (except  those  who  had  been  employed  by  the  excellent  So- 
ciety of  Friends  last  year),  but  in  a  short  time  they  improved,  and 
have  gone  on  tolerably  well ;  men  actually  came  each  morning  six 
miles  to  my  work.  When  I  found  a  family  was  large,  I  employed  a 
sufficient  number  to  make  their  wages  enough  to  support  the  entire 
family;  and  I  thus  gave  employment  to  children  who  had  never 
earned  a  penny  before.  I  am  convinced  if  this  system  was  generally 
adopted,  even  to  a  small  extent  by  each  proprietor  and  landholder  in 
each  electoral  division,  the  labourer  and  the  land  would  soon  rise  in 
value;  for  I  do  not  think  the  labouring  population  too  great  for  the 
requirements  of  this  country,  were  its  agricultural  resources  fully 
developed. 

The  deductions  of  public  interest  to  be  drawn  from  detail  and 
annexed  table  are,  I  think,  as  follows : — That  the  upland  of  this  large 
district  (a  great  part  of  which  is  now  lying  a  barren  waste)  is  capable 
of  giving,  even  without  manure,  a  remunerative  crop  of  flax,  of  which 
We  cannot  grow  too  great  a  quantity,  if  good.  The  land  is  also 
capable  of  giving  a  good  crop  of  oats  or  barley,  with  a  little  dressing, 
or  of  tarnips,  at  an  expense  which  the  crop  will  fully  pay. 

That,  by  thus  employing  the  labouring  population,  there  would  be 
an  end  to  out-door  relief  and  its  attendant  evils ;  that,  by  adopting 
the  system  here  detailed,  a  farmer  of  capital,  settling  in  the  county, 
could,  within  one  year,  put  the  land,  which  now  strikes  the  eye  of  the 
stranger  as  so  unmanageable  and  valueless,  into  a  suitable  state  for 
profitable  farming,  at  no  greater  outlay  than  the  crop  of  the  year 
would  repay. 

That  to  enable  this  class  of  farmers,  so  much  required,  to  take  land 
in  the  country,  the  provisions  of  the  *»  Land  Improvement  Act"  should 
be  extended  to  the  building  of  farmsteads;  as  farmers  are  unwilling 
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to  employ  their  capital  in  the  erection  of  buildings,  add  proprietoHi 
with  scarcely  any  exception^  are  unable  to  do  so. 

TahU  ofSxpen9ei  mnd  Betums. 

OAT  CBOP.  £    9.  i. 

Digging,  nine  to  twelre  inches  deep,  per  Irish  tore ••••  0  150 

Four  cwt.  of  best  PeniTian  giiuio    • ••••  3    0  0 

Twentj  stone  of  seed,  at  Is.  per  stone 1     OH 

Harrowing  and  rolling 0    80 

8  18  0 

The  Ttloe  of  the  straw  in  sei  against  the  expenses  of  harrett- 

ing  and  thrashing 

Produce  24  cwt.  of  oats,  at  b« 8    0  0 

Dedaet  expenses i 8  18  0 

Profit d    SO 

n.AX  CBOP. — XXPXXSKS. 

Digging  twi«e,  per  Irish  aore  .« •»••  1    7  0 

Weeding 0    3  0 

Harrowing  and  rolling 0    4  0 

One  barrel  of  Riga  seed 1  18  0 

Palling,  stooking,  and  ricking 1    0  0 

I   ■  *  11 

Total  expense • 4    00 

Produce 7    00 

I  hare  sold  my  crop  to  the  Messrs.  Hay,  for  £V  per  Irish  acre 

Dednet  expenses  ..  t  .•.•.•••  < •  *  *  •  ^  1^0  0 

Profit 2  10  0 

tVBint  CB0P.*-BXPBBSft8. 

t>>nuiS  t^>^^f  P«r  Irish  acre    « 1  10  0 

Harrowing  and  rolling 0    4  0 

Opening  and  closing  drills,  and  patting  in  mannre 0  13  0 

Six  Ibe.  of  seed 0    8  0 

The  manure  was  either— per  Irish  aore— twenty  eubie  yards  of 
farm-yard  manure,  and  four  cwt.  of  Peruvian  guano:  or 
three  tons  of  dry  sea-weed,  and  four  cwt.  of  guano  ;  or  three 
owt.  of  best  Pemrian  guano,  and  four  cwt.  of  ritriolited 
bones;  or  seven  cwt.  of  best  Peravian  gnano.    The  average 

cost  of  manure  being,  per  Irish  acre 4    00 

Singling,  weeding,  and  digging  between  the  rows 0  13  0 

Total  expenses 7    40 

Produee,  per  Irish  aore,  15  to  20  tons  of  Swedes,  or  36  to 

80  tons  of  yeUowB    10    00 

Dedaet  expenses   7    40 

Profit i..«.«.i  3  18  0 


The  turnip  crop  varies  much  in  produce,  per  aore  i  some  i 
tions  of  Swedes  (the  earliest  sown)  will  reach  36  tons  the  acrtf^  wkih^ 
others  (late  sown)  will  not  reach  20.  I,  however,  calculated  fl^0 
entire  ten  tons  per  acre  under  the  estimate  of  persons  capaUt  o^ 
Judging,  being  determined  not  to  overstate  anything.-^ Yours,  h^ 

F.  A.  Knox  Gojub, 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  Castos,  Co.  Blig'^ 
December  3, 1849* 
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ALMONDBURY  FIELD  GARDENS   SOCIETY. 

This  Society^  established  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  cottagers  of 
Atmdndbury  (pHncipallj  fancy  weavers)  to  employ  themselves  ad- 
vanUl^eously  during  the  periods  of  depression  of  trade,  in  the  culti- 
tttioD  of  small  allotments,  held  its  first  show  (September  last)  in  the 
Central  School-room,  Almondbury,  when  prizes,  varying  in  value 
ft6ttk  8s.  6d.  to  6d.,  were  awarded  to  those  members  who  produced 
from  their  allotments  the  best  specimens  of  useful  vegetables.  A 
lumdsome  copper  tea-kettle  had  been  subscribed  for,  by  a  few  friends 
io  Huddersfield,  and  was  also  offered  for  the  best  tray  of  vegetables. 
Though  this  was  essentially  a  working  man*s  exhibition,  the  wealthy 
tMlilOh  of  the  inhabitants  aided  it  by  their  presence.  In  the  evening, 
two  hundred  sat  down  to  a  substantial  supper,  the  vegetables  for 
.which  w&re  supplied  from  the  field  gardens,  and  prepared  by  the 
wiVei  of  the  allottees.  To  this  part  of  the  proceedings,  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Battye,  with  her  usual  kindness,  presented  a  monster  plum-pudding. 
The  evening  was  spent  in  a  friendly  and  harmonious  manner.  Several 
g^tlemen  who  have  taken  a  warm  interest  in  the  foundation  of  the 
•oeieiy  were  present,  and  took  part  ih  the  proceedings. 


PROFITABLE  CULTIVATION  OF  AN  ALLOTMENT. 

OVEftTON   ALLOTMENTS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Labourer* 8  Friend, 

Slit, — I  beg  to  give  you  a  staldment  of  the  produce  of  an  atlotmeiit 
(of  iO  rods)  in  the  year  1849.     The  tenant  has  occupied  the  same 
^otftient  since  the  year  1846,  inclusive,  during  which  tim^  he  had 
SAined  tio  less  than  six  prizes :— • 
^  £  «.    rf. 

Garbages,  850  tops 0    9    8 

Ditto,  Pickling,  10  tops  . .  . .  0     18 

Ditto,  LBfg«  BattCTsfes,  50  tops  . .         ..         ..         ..         0    8    4 

Potfitbes,  Walntit-shaped  Kidneys,  11  gallons       . .         . .         0    7    4 

Ditto,  Kftrly  Lemon,  4  sacks  2  bnsbels  . .         . .         18     0 

Swedes,  4i  bushels . .         . .         0    3     5 

Turnips.  9  bushel 090 

Beans,  l2j  pecks,  (in  the  pods)     ..         ....         ..         046 

Pcto,  15J  pecks,  ditto  ..         ....         ..         0  10    4 

Carrots,  2  bushels 050 

Parsnips,  Sl4  bushels  ..         ..         0T6 

.Onions,  5  gallons 0    2    6 

Be4  Beetroots,  51 0^0 

Total     ..•       ..         ..      £4  19    3 

Tbe  rent  for  this  allotment  is  8s.  4d. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  serlfant, 

Wyndham  S.  Portal. 

lUMiangar,  Baaingtioka) 
9th  Feb.  1800. 
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especially  for  those  working  at  the  spinning-mills,  and  that  they  had 
now  fitted  up  a  house  in  Soouringburn-ftreet,  which  would  be  ready 
for  the  reception  of  lodgers  in  a  few  days. 

The  Chairman  said,  they  must  all  feel  gratified  at  hearingy  fWim 
the  Report  which  had  been  just  read,  that  this  institution,  even  ih  ttke 
first  year  of  its  existence,  had  been  self-supporting.  The  iostitutiob 
had  not  only  been  self-supporting,  but  they  had,  as  it  would  be  pet- 
ceivedf  a  surplus  of  rather  more  than  18/.  The  institution  for  sofade 
time  laboured  under  certain  disadvantages,  but  these  had  been  rettt^» 
died ;  and  he  would  say  that  there  was  not  a  better  model  lodging- 
house  in  the  kingdom  than  the  one  in  this  place.  The  surplus  might 
enable  the  Committee  to  discharge  the  debt  they  owed ;  abd  hH 
thought  they  should  be  relieved  from  that  responsibility  as  Ibon  as  poi^ 
sible,  and  therefore  it  was  expedient  that  an  appeal  to  the  public  shotild 
be  made.  Besides,  they  would  require  to  extend  their  operations,  and 
it  might  happen  that  in  the  course  of  two  years  there  might  be  no 
surplus  at  all.  Mr.  Paterson,  after  some  remarks  on  the  necessity  Or 
eittending  model  lodging-houses,  Concluded  by  moving  the  adoption 
Df  the  Report. 

Mr.  Alexander  Easson  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  uiUuii* 
raously  agreed. to. 

Mr.  Thomas  Nbish  said,  they  would  perceive  by  the  Report  that 
there  had  been  a  saving  of  18/.  on  Victoria  House.  Though  they 
had  sixtv  or  sixty-two  beds,  he  had  been  told  by  the  Superintendent 
that  he  had  often  been  compelled^  from  want  of  room,  "to  refuse  as 
manv  as  from  twelve  to  twenty  persons  on  a  night,  desirous  of 
admission. 

Mr.  T.  W.  MiLN  stated,  that  the  female  lodging-house,  containing 
sixty  double  beds,  was  almost  finished,  aiid  would  be  ready  in  a  few 
days ;  iudeed,  they  could  accommodate  thirty  lodgers  at  present,  but 
in  the  course  of  next  week  the  inHitutioti  would  be  in  operatidri. 

Mr.  Edward  Baxter,  in  moviiig  a  vote  6f  thanks  to  the  Chainnao, 
or  the  interest  he  has  taken  in  the  institution,  observed,  that  he  yrm 
informed  by  Mr.  Braidwood  that  a  very  great  improvement  had  taken 
place  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  lodging-houses  in  the  Overgate.  This 
was  saying  much  respecting  the  Overgate.  Now,  were  lodging-honses 
kept  cleanly  and  properly,  he  would  consider  they  had  attained  their 
objett,  as  he  did  not  reckon  it  the  business  of  any  association  to  inters 
fere  with  the  trade  of  any  person. 

The  Chairman  returned  thanks,  and  the  meeting  then  broke  up. 


PAUPER  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS. 

A  mestikq  was  held,  early  in  the  last  year,  in  thd  National  SchooU 
joom,  Trowbridge,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  proprietf  of 
establishing  a  Paupef  Industrial  School  in  Wiltshire.  The  proposal 
made  was,  to  procure  a  large  building  and  several  acres  of  land,  in  a 
central  spot,  to  be  used  as  school  premises  for  the  children  of  the 
several  unions  who  might  join  together  for  that  purpose ;  the  design 
being  to  afford  instruction  in  industrial  ont«door  pumuitSy  apart  ftoa 
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mXL  cottatntinication  \riih  the  union  workhouses.  To  explain  the  pro** 
posed  systism,  the  Authority  for  th6  carrying  out  of  which  is  found  in 
Ml  act  of  parliament  passed  about  two  years  since.  Lord  Courtenay, 
S.  Gulsotiy  Esq.,  and  -^  Ruddoclc,  Esq.,  attended.  There  was  a 
large  number  of  guardians  present,  from  various  unions  in  the  neigh- 
lioiirhood. 

.  Mr.  SoTHERON  was  voted  to  the  chair,  and  said  it  was  the  duty  of 
^T<sry  one  in  the  boudtry  to  lend  a  hand  in  improving  the  education 
of  all  those  who  were  placed  under  their  care,  as  guardians  of  the 
poor ;  And  if  any  one  thought  it  was  possible  to  cat-ry  out  that  pritl^ 
'triple  tdp  far,  then  there  was  a  total  difference  in  the  opinions  of  thAt 
Senilenmn  and  of  those  enteHained  by  himself.     He  considered  it  was 
their  duty,  as  well  as  their  interest,  to  train  up  those  persons  amotigst 
'  whom  they  had  to  live  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  them  useful 
tnettibers  of  society  when  they  went  from  beneath  their  care ;  and 
VftpeciAllv  to  impart  such  instruction  as  would  fit  them  for  the  position 
In  life  which  they  would  afterwards  be  liicely  to  occupy.     This  prin- 
ciple he  would  apply  to  all  classes — to  that  in  which  his  own  lot  was 
cast-^to  the  children  of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  and  the  labourer, 
And  with  just  the  same  force  to  the  children  of  the  indigent  poor:  to 
.  all  he  would  give  such  an  education  as  would  fit  them  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  their  position,  and  to  render  them  respectable  and  upright 
before  God  and  man.   There  might,  it  was  true,  be  some  difference  bm 
to  the  kind  of  education  that  should  be  given,  but  that  it  was  advisable 
to  give  some  such  education  as  would  produce  similar  results  to  those 
he  had  mentioned,  all  would  admit,  and  he  would  never  allow  that  ft 
Was  possible  to  carry  such  a  system  to  too  great  a  length.    This  was 
especially  seen,  if  they  considered  the  limited  time  during  which  the 
childreil  of  the  paupers  would  be  under  their  care — ^five,  six,  or  seven 
yean  at  most.    During  that  period  they  would  have  to  teach  him  his 
duty  to  God  And  his  neighbour,  and  instruct  him  so  as  to  render  him 
eompetenl  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  respectably  and  honestly ;  he 
therefore  considered  they  could  not  be  too  diligent  in  using  the 
limited  time  before  them  to  attain  th^se  important  results.    The 
education  thus  given  would  be  sufficiently  limited  by  the  very  nAture 
of  the  condition  in  which  these  children  were  unfortunately  placed, 
as  they  all  knetr  that  as  soon  as  they  were  able  to  earn  A  penny,  it 
was  indispensable  for  them  to  leave  the  workhouse  and  earn  it. 
There  could,  h^  apprehended,  be  no  one  who  had  taken  part  ih  th6 
InAnagtimCnt  of  the  affairs  of  any  union,  but  must  feel  that  something 
WAS  required  to  be  done  in  the  direction  proposed,  and  that  nothing 
could  be  more  unsatisfactory  than  the  present  mode  of  training  up 
the  childreti  in  the  workhouses.    Mr.  Sotheron  then  made  allusion  t6 
the  incompatibility  of  the  duties  of  boards  of  guardians,  by  which  they 
were'CAlled  upon  to  pay  all  the  necessary  attention  demanded  by  thb 
old  and  infirm,  and  at  the  same  time,  in  the  satne  building,  and  by 
the  same  machinery,  to  train  up  the  young,  and  to  apply  that  stern 
system  of  discipline  to  the  debased  and  idle  amongst  the  adult  Able- 
bodied  inmates  which  was  often  found  necessary.     To  him  this  ap- 
peared a  great  evil,  and  one  which  called  for  a  remedy.    That  remedy 
was  now  partially  suggested,  by  the  proposed  removal  of  the  children 
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from  the  building  in  which  the  able-bodied  and  the  infirm  were  kept* 
tiius  rendering  the  duties  of  the  guardians  more  compatible,  aod  pro- 
viding more  fully  for  their  due  and  proper  discharge.  In  consideriog 
such  a  plan,  there  would  doubtless  be  many  difficulties  occur  to  their 
minds,  with  respect  to -which  they  would  be  glad  to  receire  the 
information  to  be  afforded  by  those  who  had  now  come  down  for  tliet 
purpose. 

Lord  CouRTENAY  said,  it  was  a  matter  of  satisfactioo  to  Mr. 
Gulson  and  himself  that  they  were  not  the  parties  with  whom  the 
present  meeting  had  originated,  but  that  they  came  at  the  invitmtioo 
of  members  of  the  different  Boards  of  Guardians  in  the  districts  to 
give  tfieir  advice  and  information  on  this  subject.  They  had  simplj 
come  to  co-operate  with  those  present  in  promoting  such  a  system  as 
they  conceived  would  be  most  effectual  in  fitting  the  pauper  child  for 
the  situation  in  after  life  which  he  would  have  to  fill.  He  foUj 
recognised  that  definition  of  a  pauper's  education  which  said — it 
should  be  such  as  to  fit  him  for  his  future  station  and  prospects,  and 
as  would  teach  him  to  use  his  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  since  it  was 
by  his  hands  that  he  would  have  to  obtain  his  livelihood  in  after  life. 
Mr.  Sotheron  had  referred  to  a  point  which  had  always  strucJiL  him 
as  a  very  strong  argument  for  the  establishment  of  some  such  a  system 
as  that  of  an  Industrial  Pauper  School,  namely,  the  variety  of 
opposite  functions  which  Guardians  were  called  on  to  perform  in  the 
administration  of  the  provisions  of  the  Poor-law.  The  workhouse 
was  thus  made  at  once  an  asylum  for  the  aged  and  infirm,  a  place  in 
which,  with  regard  to  those  who  were  able  bodied,  such  condltioos 
were  imposed  as  to  render  them  undesirous  of  coming  on  the  charity 
of  others  for  their  support;  and,  thirdly,  a  place  of  education  for  the 
children  of  the  indigent  poor,  for  orphans,  and  illegitimate  children, 
all  of  whom  might  be  called,  for  the  time  being,  the  children  of  the 
State.  Mr.  Sotheron  had  truly  stated,  that  there  were  thus  inoon* 
gruous  and  almost  incompatible  functions  devolving  on  the  directors 
of  the  establishment.  With  regard,  too,  to  those  appointed  to  in- 
struct the  children  under  the  present  system,  they  would  find  it 
almost  universally  the  case  that  they  had  not  men  of  such  high  attain- 
ments as  it  was  desirable  they  should  have,  it  being  indeed  imposrible 
to  get  such  persons  to  be  willing  to  live  in  the  workhouse,  under  the 
present  system  of  discipline,  and  bearing  such  a  relation  to  the  master 
as  they  were  now  obliged  to  do.  This  was  of  course  to  the  die- 
advantage  of  the  children,  and  could  not  be  remedied  as  long  as  the 
present  plan  was  continued.  It  placed  a  very  great  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  their  ever  being  able  to  give  such  a  sound  education  to  the 
children  as  to  fit  them  for  after  life.  And  yet  this  was  the  point 
they  had  to  look  to,  after  all.  It  was  not  whether  they  should  give 
a  certain  amount  of  reading  and  writing,  and  of  intellectual  culture, 
but  whether  they  should,  through  the  medium  of  the  workhouaesy  so 
train  them  up  as  to  prevent  the  likelihood  of  their  becoming  paupers 
in  after  life,  and  so  of  diminishing  pauperism  by  means  of  a  sound 
education^  given  to  the  young.  Lord  Courtbnay  then  read  an 
extract  bearing  on  the  subject,  and  setting  forth  the  interest  which 
the  State  had  in  raising  up  such  a  set  of  men  as  should  be  fit  to 
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supply  the  army,  the  navy,  the  merchant  service,  the  agriculturist, 
And  the  manufacturer,  with  efficient  hands ;  and  of  adopting  such  a 
system  as  would  prevent  the  rearing  up  a  race  of  prostitutes  and 
Felons.     It  was  a  question  whether  the  present  system  did  not  effect 
the   latter  rather  than  the  former.     He   feared  that  our  courts  of 
justice  would  show  a  great  proportion  of  those  who  had  been  brought 
mip  in  our  workhouse  schools ;  and  this  was  a  very  strong  reason,  he 
€M>Dceived,  why  a  fresh  system  should   be  adopted  as  speedily  as 
possible, — a  system  the  results  of  which  should  be  more  beneficial  to 
the  subjects  of  it  themselves,  and  to  society  at  large.     There  was 
another  point  which  bore  particularly  on  the  question,  namely,  the 
<M>mmunication  which   took   place,  and  which  it  was  impossible  to  ^ 
prevent,  between  the  children  and  the  adult  portion  of  the  inmates  of 
^e  workhouse ;  and  he  felt  sure  they  would  bear  him  out  in  saying, 
Ihat  there  was  no  greater  difficulty  in  the  way  of  training  up  those 
children   in  habits  of  industry  and  virtue  than  the  communication 
'Which  thus  took  place.     It  was  the  custom  in  most  workhouses  for 
Ihe  children  to  have  such  work  given  them  as  brought  them  neces" 
sarily  and  almost  constantly  into  contact  with  the  adults ;  and  there 
could  not  be  a  state  of  things  more  likely  to  prevent  the  growth  of 
those  sound  principles  which  otherwise  might  be  engrafted  in  them 
than  this  daily,  and  perhaps  hourly,  contact  with  those  who  were  often 
reckless  and  depraved,  and  almost  always  indifferent  as  to  their  past  life, 
and  the  circumstances  which  had  reduced  them  to  their  present  posi- 
tion.    He  was  sure  that  every  gentleman  who  turned  his  attention  to 
this  point,  and  who  considered  the  subject  in  a  political,  a  moral,  and 
a  religious  point  of  view,  would  endeavour  to  withdraw  the  children 
from  these  dangerous  and  contaminating  influences.     Then,  as  to  the 
economical  part  of  the  subject.     He  was  sure  that  they  would  see 
that  those  children  who  were  trained  for  their  respective  positions 
in  life— he  did  not  mean  that  they  should  be  educated  beyond  their 
station — that  these  children  were  far  more  likely  to  obtain  good  situa- 
tions, and  become  honest  and  independent  members  of  society, — and 
good  colonists,  also,  if  opportunities  of  emigrating  should  occur — than 
those  who  had  not  been  so  trained.     They  would  thus  be  kept  from 
the  necessity  of  burthening  the  parishes  for  their  support,  and  here 
they  would  receive  a  pecuniary  advantage.     He  knew  that  he  was 
now  touching  upon  a  point  which  naturally  led  to  an  objection  made 
by  some  to  the  system  of  district  schools,  viz.,  that  the  education  they 
were  about  to  give  would  be  such  as  would  place  the  child  of  the 
pauper  above  that  of  the  independent  labourer.     He  felt  sure  there 
was  not  one  present  who  did  not,  with  him,  lament  from  his  heart, 
that  the  independent  labourer  had  not  the  means  of  obtaining  a  sound 
industrial  education  for  his  child  —  and  that  not  one  of  them  who 
went  into  a  village  school  did  not  regret  deeply  that  so  low  an  amount 
of  instruction  should  be  there  available.     But,  surely,  if  this  state  of 
things  did  exist  (though  in  many  districts  it  was,  he  believed,  rapidly 
giving  way)  that  was  no  reason  why  they — who  were  charged  with 
the  administration  of  the  law,  having  for  its  object  the  prevention  of 
pauperism— should  decline  to  give  to  the  children  under  their  charge 
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an  edacation  likely  to  make  them  independent  members  of  society 
when  they  left  the  union.  )t  was  not  a  question  as  to  whether  or  np^ 
these  pauper  children  should  exist.  Here  they  had  a  large  bodj  of 
them  already,  and  if  they  did  not  train  them  up  right,  they  ,wpul4 
grow  up  paupers  as  their  fathers  and  grandfathers  were  before  ihem% 
The  question  was,  whether  they  should  endeavour  to  prevent  ituf 
result.  Many  of  these,  they  should  remember,  were  thrown  on  tlui 
public  without  any  fault  of  their  own,  or  of  their  parents ;  |ip4  U 
seemed  to  him  a  duty  they  owed  to  the  state,  as  well  as  to  their  com^ 
mon  Christianity,  to  seek  to  give  these  the  best  education  they  codM 
impart.  Lord  Courtenay  then  said  he  considered  that  <*  i^  dlatvi^'' 
niight  be  formed  of  the  five  unions  of  Warminster,  >ye8tbury,  Brtd^ 
ford,  Melksham,  and  Frome ;  all  of  which  it  would  be  found  are  PQW 
more  or  less  closely  connected.  A  spot  might  then  be  selected  Buff^ 
ciently  near  to  each  of  the  workhouses  for  the  site  of  the  school^  |q 
which  all  the  children  of  a  specified  age  should  be  sent.  The  numbert 
it  was  estimated,  would  be  from  300  to  350;  but  looking,  as  of  coqfM 
they  would,  to  a  probable  increase  in  the  population,  if  a  new  bujlding 
were  contemplated  for  the  purpose,  they  would  not  erect  it  for  Um 
than  400.  For  defraying  the  expenses  of  this  erection,  Mr.  GulppH 
had  calculated,  as  he  believed,  justly,  that  a  farthing  rate  upon  ib^ 
pound  annually,  for  twenty  years,  or  a  5d,  rate  on  the  whole,  WQnM 
cover  it;  the  estimated  cost  being  about  7,000/. — in  the  first  pla^ 
to  be  borrowed  of  Government,  at  4  per  cent.  The  next  point  woiiI4 
be,  the  annual  expense  of  such  an  establishment.  Some  portion  of 
this — the  payment  of  the  schoolmaster — .would  be  borne  by  ti>o 
Government ;  and  he  thought  the  annual  expense  to  the  five  UDiooft 
would  not  be  more  than  200/.  or  250/.  a  year  between  them.  Tbi| 
would  be  set  against  the  savings  of  the  rations  of  the  schooimaatef, 
and  the  produce  of  the  ground  on  which  the  children  were  oocupM 
— which  would  be  no  inconsiderable  sum.  The  expense  of  maiotl^ 
ing  the  children  would  be  the  same  as  now,  though,  if  any  difier«P(Ml 
occurred,  there  would  be  n  saving,  from  the  increased  number  pro* 
vided  for  in  one  place.  On  the  whole,  he  thought  the  expense  would 
be  about  the  same  as  at  present,  but  there  would  be  but  very  Utth 
difierence. 

Mr.  Ruddock  offered  some  remarks  in  further  explanation  of  the 
scheme.  As  to  the  general  state  of  workhouse  education  at  presfiBtf 
he  knew  from  his  official  duties  that  it  was  of  the  very  lowest  kind: 
There  was  a  sad  deficiency  of  moral  and  religious  impressions  pro* 
duced  upon  the  minds  of  the  children;  their  intellectual  acquirement* 
were  often  of  a  low  order;  their  understanding  was  undeveloped,  and 
as  to  their  industrial  pursuits,  these  were  not  sufiicient  to  enable  tbeio 
to  obtain,  or,  if  so,  to  maintain,  an  independent  position  when  they  left 
the  workhouse.  Then,  as  to  the  time  they  remain  in  the  house,  79  per 
cent,  remained  over  six  months,  and  53  per  cent,  over  two  years* 
There  was  thus  produced  in  the  minds  of  the  children  a  feeling  of 
pauperism,  so  that  when  thrown  on  the  world,  and  finding  themselves 
physically  incompetent  to  perform  the  duties  of  life — never  having 
been  trained  to  industrial  employ  mepts,  and  looking  back  to  tfcf 
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^vrorkhouse  as  tiieir  liome-*^they  return  thithefi  and  do  not  care  to 
leave  it  again.  They  thus  become  permanent  paupers,  and  burthens 
to  the  rate«payers. 


Donations  and  Subscriptions,  Jrom  the  Slst  of  January j 
to  the  2Sth  of  February,  1850. 
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%f  osl  Hon.  Marchioness  Lon- 
dondeiry    .    .     .    .     (D.) 

Stigbt  Hon.  Lord  Foley      .    . 

^Rigfat  Hon.  Lord  Henry  Chol- 

mondcley     ....... 

^^eiitfraUe  Archd.  Viokers  (D.) 
Charles  Pearson,  Esq.  M.P., 

OiuldbaU 110 

^B.  S.  Jonesr  Esq.,  Lennard's- 

>     place,  St.  John's  Wood  .     . 

^r.  B.  Herring,  Esq.,  Finchley 

^Ck,  C.  Ooorthope,  Esq.,  Whi- 

ligh 

^^.  Hoper,  Esq.,  Sbermanbury. 
^^.  J.  Bonll,  Esq.,  New-square 
^%.  K.  Whitehead,  Esq.,  Thee- 

8«omb,  near  Nailsworth  .     . 

"^.    A.    Rew,  Esq.,   Tanfield 

Conrt 1 

^.  Harris,  Esq.,  Hampstead- 

road    .......     1     1 

3.  Williams,  Esq.jBircbin-lane     1     1 


Donatfcmsi  all  others  are  Annual  BabseriptioBS. 
Mrs.      William     Harrington, 

Post-offlce-lone,  Tooting  .110 
Rev.  E.  Harden,  Norwood  ..100 
A.  A.  Young,  Esq.,  Orlingbury, 

near  Kettering 110 

Rev.  G.  G.  Harvey,  Hailsham  110 
Mrs.  Hooper,  Amwell  ...  1  1  0 
G.  S.  Smith,  Esq.,  Baker-st.  .110 
J,  M.  Elwes,  Esq.,  Bassington, 

near  Stockport 110 

Miss  Lewis,  Up.  Gloucester-pl.  110 
G.  Wood,  Esq.,  Hanger-hill, 

Acton  110 

P.  Rose,  Esq.,  Hana-plaoe.  .110 
Mrs.    CottreU,   Holly  Lodge, 

EastBamett 

R.  Pitman,  Esq.,  Paddington- 

gwcn 

Charles  Gatliff,  Esq.,  Coleman- 

street      

Rev.  W.  Adams,  Throekfng, 

near  Buniingford  ....     1     1     0 

D.  Cronin,  Esq 110 

Rev.  J.  Penfold,  Cheam .  .  .  0  10  0 
Rev.  S.  T.  Adams,  Great  Hor- 

wood . 0  10    0 

W.  Arnold,  Esq.,  South   Sea 

House     ' 0  10    0 

J.  G.  Fry,  Esq.,  St.  Helen's-pl.     0  10     0 
R.    Wrench,    Esq.>    London- 
bridge      0  10    0 

S.  Bowring,  Esq.,  Tower-st.   .     0  10     0 
C.  Jacob,  Esq.,  Ingram-conrt .     0  10    0 
J.    Rockley,     Eaq^     Co  vent- 
garden     . 0  10     0 

S.  B.  Pyman,  Esq.,  Gough-aq.     0  10     0 

Ditto,  for  Irish 0  10     0 

W.   F.   Hebbe,   Esq.,  Boxted 

Lodge,  ne|r  Colchester  .     .    0  10    0 


1     1     0 
I     0 


1  0 
1  0 
I     0 


Per  Mr.  H,  Martin^  AfenU 

R.  S.  Stable,  Esq.     ....    0  10  0 

J.  Hollingworth,  Esq.    ...     0  10  0 

Sir  W.  R.  P.  Geary,  Bart.  .     .     0  10  0 

J.  Lindop,  Esq 0  10  0 

J.  Camell,  Esq 0  10  0 


FamUj  XiOflgtiip-Boaaa. 

^oat  Hon.  tbt  Marquis  of  Lauadowne,  par  Bight  Hon.  Lord  Aahlay, 

M.P (D.)480 


0    0 
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THANKSGIVING    OFFERINGS. 

Contributions  from  the  Clergy  —  continued  from  January  31. 

Very  ReT.  Dean  of  Carlisle.    ColIecUon  at  Bugby £10    0    0 

Received  per  Becord, 14  10    0 

Ber.  W.  Hulme,  Bishop  Hereford 8  11    0 

Rev.  W.  Gadman,  Park  Chapel,  Chelsea 101  10    4 

ReT.  R.  Shutte 000 

Re?.  £.  Bollock 000 

BeT.  H.  Beamish,  Trinity  Chapel,  Conduit  Street 30    1  10 

Donations  per  Bankers, 

Per  Messrs.  Coutts: — 

Lady  Boynton 100    0    0 

Admiral  Sir  T.  J.  Cochrane 10    0    0 

Miss  C.  A.  a.  Burton 10    0    0 

Mrs.  Robinson 500 

R.  W.  F ft     0     0 

J.  H.  Philipps,  Esq 500 

Lieat.-Gen.  Hon.  A.  P.  Upton 500 

R.B 3     0    0 

Miss  M.  Maxwell 320 

Mrs.  Holberton 220 

Per  Messrs.  Hebbibs  : — 

0 100    0    O 

8 30    0    O 

W.  C.  Towers,  Esq 10    0    O 

Robert  Moon,  Esq OOO 

K.  Y.Z. 0     0    0 

8.  C 2  10    0 

Per  Messrs.  Williams  &  Co. : — 

A  Lady 80    0    0 

Rer.  W.  W.  Bum 25     0    0 

J.  Henry  Smith,  Esq 2OO0 

0.  C.  WilUhire,  Esq 10  10    0 

A  Friend 10    0    0 

O.  C 10    0    0 

R.  Williams,  Esq 10    0    0 

Rer.  C.  Strong 500 

H.  A.  H 0    0    0 

Gamma 500 

L.  M.  Simon,  Esq. 830 

G.  J.  Blake,  Esq 220 

H.  H 2    0    0 

J.  C. . 2    0    0 

J.  Reed,  Esq 110 

A.W.  G 10    0 

M.A.0 10    0 

Per  Messrs.  Paul  : — 

SirG.  Munday    .     .    .* 10    0    0 

R.  Lousada,  Esq 10    0    0 

Captain  H;  Coote 500 

Rev.  Wm.  Hoare 500 

Miss  A.  Bailward 500 

Rev.  E.  Frood 200 


Printed  by  Tboiias  C.  Sayill,  at  his  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  Parish  of 
St.  Paul,  Covent' Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  pnUiahed 
by  JoHX  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  Connty,  where  ad 
Communications  are  to  be  addressed. — Sold  by  Seeleys,  Fleet  Street ;  NMwt  aai 
Co.,  Bemers  Street ;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Suand,  London. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  MARCH. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand. 

^M'he  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  11th  March. — Present, 
-^Lord  Alfred  Churchill,  in  the  chair ;  the  Marquis  of  Blandford, 
^ISi.P. ;  Charles  A.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.P. ;  W.  Gregson ;  Henry 
^^loberts ;  Henry  Blanshard ;  S.  Hanson ;  J.  Sperling ;  and 
3R,  B.  Seeley,  Esqrs. ;  Rev.  S.  R.  Cattley,  and  Major  Little ;  and 
^^lev.  T.  Bennett,  visitor. 

The  meeting  of  the  Committee  having  been  opened  in  the 
^^sual  manner,  and  the  minutes  of  February  read  and  con- 
^^3rmed,  the  following  report  was  made  by  the  allotment  agent : 
-^^n  the  parish  of  Great  Missenden,  twenty  acres  of  land 
^r^ave  been  set  apart,  under  the  General  Enclosure  Act,  for  the 
^Cxrcupation  of  eighty  families,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
^^^lergyman,  and  three  gentlemen  as  allotment  wardens;  at 
--^^shford,  Kent,  a  committee,  consisting  of  two  clergymen  and 
'^Jiree  gentlemen,  has  been  formed,  who  propose  immediately 
^^riiakin^  application  for  a  piece  of  land,  for  the  purj)ose  of  letting 
"^z^ut  allotments  for  the  labourers  of  that  town ;  at  Maidstone, 
'"'^iie  committee  established  there  have  the  promise  of  five  acres  of 
^^.^nd,  within  five  minutes'  walk  of  the  Town  Hall,  to  be  let  out 
^  n  allotments ;  also  at  Ramsgate,  a  clergyman  has  oflFered  land 
ibr  the  same  purpose. 

The    Sub- committee    on    Dwellings  report   that   they  have 

examined  the  plans  prepaied  by  the  honorary  Architect  for  the 

^ortpool-lane   huildings,    and    recommend   the   same  for   the 

adoption  of  the  general  Committee ;  also,  that  the  building  in 

Streatham-street  is  not  progressing  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr. 

lEloberts;   and  they  have  given  notice  to  the  Contractors  to 

KO.  LXXf.  £ 
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complete  the  buildings  without  furtlicr  delay,  according  to  the 
conditions  of  their  contract;    also  that  they  have  authorized  a 

Saymcnt  of  dElOOO  on  account  of  this  contract.  The  Model 
tuildings  and  the  Lodging-houses  continue  to  be  fully  occupied, 
and  Che  tenants  and  lodgers  are  in  the  same  healthy  and  satis&c- 
tory  state,  as  previously  reported.  Upon  which  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  report  of  the  Sub-committee  be  adopted,  and  that  the 
honorary  Architect  be  requested  to  take  such  measures  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  erection  of  the  buildings  in  Portpool-lane. 

The  Sub-committee  on  the  Charter  report  they  have  agreed 
upon  the  form  of  petition,  which  they  now  submit  for  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Committee,  and  request  powers  to  take  such  far- 
ther measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  Charter.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  report  of  the  Sub- 
Committee  be  adopted;  but  that  it  be  suggested  to  them,  to 
make  the  clause  as  to  the  future  appropriation  of  the  snrplm 
more  comprehensive,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  take  any 
measures  necessary  to  obtain  the  Charter. 

Henry  Penton,  Esq.,  Park-street,  Park-lane,  was  proposed  by 
Lord  Alfred  Churchill,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Committee. 

The  following  letters  were  read: — from  R.  D.  Grainger;  T.  A. 
Knoblock;  G.  Sunhouse;  W.  Long;  E.  Parrott;  J.  'Hdd  Pratt; 
E.  Brewin;  Joseph  Scott,  Esqrs.  Lady  Caroline  Murray;  CoL 
Kinloch ;  Messrs.  Richardson,  Langdon,  &c.  &c. 


REPEAL  OF  THE  BRICK  DUTY. 

Our  Subscribers  who  have  read  Mr.  Roberts's  Essay  on  the 
Dwellings  of  the  Labouring  Classes,  will  have  been  prepared  to  hear 
with  pleasure,  that  her  Majesty's  Government  has  determined  on 
the  entire  removal  of  the  duty  on  bricks. 

We  congratulate  our  readers  on  a  measure  which  cannot  fail  of 
conducing  most  materially  to  the  improvement  of  the  dwellings  of 
the  working  classes ;  and  in  proof  of  the  hoon  thus  conceded  to  those 
who  are  engaged  in  this  good  work,  may  state  that  the  amount  of 
duty  paid  on  the  bricks  used  in  building  the  Model  Houses  for 
Families,  now  *on  the  point  of  completion  in  Streatham-street,  is 
about  £800. 

PROPOSED  COUNTY  ASSOCIATION. 
{From  Sofnerset  County  Herald^  Jaiu  bth,) 
In  alluding,  in  our  last  week's  publication,  to  the  late  meeting  held  in 
Bath,  of  the  East  Somerset  Labourers'  Friend  Society,  we  reported  a 
valuable  suggestion  then  made  by  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Whitehead,  vicar  of 
Chard,  to  establish  a  Somerset  County  Association  of  the  above  ex- 
cellent society,  and  we  spoke  of  a  communication  which,  it  was  under- 
stood, had  passed  on  the  subject  between  that  gentleman  and  C.  A. 
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IVJoodjr,  Esq.,'  one  of  our  representatives  in  parliament.  We  have 
since  been  favoured  with  a  copy  of  that  letter,  which  we  have  great 
pleasure  in  laying  before  our  readers : — 

"  Cbard,  October  4th,  1640. 

**  Dear  Mr.  Moody, — I  am  now  writing  to  you  on  a  subject  on 
ivYiAch  I  believe,  from  the  icnowledge  I  have  of  you,  your  sympathies 
»o     entirely  agree  with  my  own,  that  any  apology  for  dding  so  would 
L»€3     .^uperiluou.4. 

*  «    Ours  is  an  age  of  philanthropy, — it  may  be,  to  some  extent,  of  a 

fhjL^Mm  ionable  and  therefore  partly  unsound  philanthropy ;  but  still,  with 

c  v^  ary  abatement,  I  believe  it  to  be  zealously  disposed  to  mitigate 

h,  aa  m-mr^m  evil  of  every  kind,  and  to  make  *  the  rough  places  plain,*  in  all 

^h€=»i^e  social  inequalities,  the  necessary  existence  of  which  Providence 

b  ^^       ordained  as  a  condition  of  our  present  being. 

~  ~     But  among  all  the  salutary  reforms  and  beneficial  changes  of  our 

«, — whether  political,  ecclesiastical,  civil,  or  social, — in  which  no 

&       has  more  rejoiced  than  myself,  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me 

^fc.    the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  of  our 

«i^w-countrymen   has  been   too  much   overlooked,  that  it  has  not 

?*  ""^  made,  as  other  much  less  important  reforms   have  been,  the 

«:^  ific  object  of  any  one  general  improvement,     Wc  have  heard,  and 

S^^ear,  happily,  a  great  deal  of  institutions  amended  ;  of  laws,  civil 

^^  *^       criminal,  consolidated  and  rendered  more  perfect  in  application  ; 

***^    ^=^  Vacation  largely  promoted  ;  of  penitentiaries  and  prisons  raised 

*?^*^      civilized;  of  new  and  valuable  appliances  invented  to  increase 

^^  ^^  ^^roductive  powers  both  of  art  and  nature  ;  to  embellish  and  elevate 

80^^  i  ^ty,  and  to  develop  human  resources  ; — but,  under  all  this  advanc- 

'^^  ^S"      ^nd  upward  progress,  we  see  among  the  masses  of  our  labouring 

P^^^^^^  still  the  same  amount  of  destitution,  the  same,  or  an  increasing 

.^^■^^^^tint  of  crime,  and  almost  the  same  amount  of  ignorance,  which 

^^^'^      so  long  drawn  too  marked  a  line  of  separation  between  them  and 

^^^  ^     higher  ranks  of  their  fellow-countrymen.     In  short,  everything 

^^^^m.^  and  reformatory  has  seemed  to  be  advancing  around  us,  except 

^^^      condition  of  those  who  form  the  great  bulk  of  the  community,  and 

l-^  I^ly  nearly  all  its  material  wants.      This  is  a  strange  state  of  thingS| 

.^^^  ^riling  anomaly,  but  Christian  benevolence  is  at  length  endeavour- 

^'^^S'      to  penetrate  the  darkness,  and,  of  late  years,  has  made  many 

^^riDg  advances. 

^  *  *  It  is  to  aid  these  advances,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  within  the  circuit 

Y^     '^ur  own  extensive  localities,  that  I  now  suggest  to  the  wise  and 

^^^volent  of  the  county  of  Somerset,  through  you,  so  deservedly  one 

Our  representatives  in  parliament,  one  measure,  which,  if  zealously 

.^  effectively  carried  out,  must  confer  many  and  much-needed  bless- 

^S»  on  our  labouring  poor. 

**  You  are  a  member  of  the  managing  committee  of  the  Society  for 
TOproving  the  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes,  of  which  Prince 
Albert  is  the  worthy  patron,  and  Lord  Ashley  the  benevolent  president, 
&a4  you  take  an  interest,  I  know,  in  its  metropolitan  meetings.  You 
•^  well  aware,  therefore,  of  its  practical  character,  and  of  the  admir- 
able objects  which  it  has  in  view,  and  you  will  feel  how  vastly  in- 
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creased  would  be  its  power  to  attain  those  objects,  if  it  were  establislied, 
in  working  efficiency,  in  every  county  of  the  kingdom.  It  is  to 
suggest  such  an  establishment  of  it,  under  the  best  and  most  inflaential 
patronage,  in  the  county  in  which  we  live,  that  1  now  address  you. 

"  I  am  happy  to  say  that  we  are  not  without  our  efforts,  humble 
though  they  be,  both  in  the  eastern  and  western  divisions  of  Somenet, 
to  aid  some  of  the  operations  of  our  great  parent  society,  and  therefore  I 
believe  spirits  would  not  be  found  wanting,  if  called  on,  to  assist  in  giving 
life  to  the  greater  movement  which  1  recommend.  The  great  object 
of  the  society  is  sufficiently  explained  by  its  title,  and  it  endeavoun, 
as  you  well  know,  to  carry  out  its  beneficent  views — by  the  improve- 
ment of  the  comfort  and  accommodations  of  labourers*  dwellings,  by 
the  extension  of  the  field-garden  system,  and  by  the  establishment  of 
loan  and  friendly  benefit  societies,  regarding  favourably,  at  the  same 
time,  any  other  well-adapted  mode  of  improving  the  poor  man's 
condition. 

<<In  the  establishment  of  a  county  association,  worthy  of  Its  cha- 
racter, I  see  no  difficulty,  if  the  magistracy,  gentry,  clergy,  and  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  generally,  would  unite  in  its  support.  That  they 
would  do  so  I  cannot  doubt. 

*'  It  would  be  quite  out  of  place,  in  this  letter,  to  enter  into  the 
details  of  the  institution  which  I  propose,  but  I  may  suggest  that  it 
should  have  a  central  establishment,  and  intelligent  and  zealous  cor- 
responding members  in  every  considerable  district  of  the  county  ;  that 
it  might  advantageously  offer  annual  prizes  for  the  best  essays  on  im- 
portant subjects  connected  with  it ;  and  that  it  should  publish  annually 
a  statistical  report  of  its  progress.  Moderate  subscriptions,  extensively 
obtained,  would  amply  provide  all  necessary  funds,  and  its  genial 
meetings  might  be  held  alternately  in  the  eastern  and  western  divisions 
of  Somerset. 

*'  I  will  not  presume  to  impress  on  you,  practical  as  is  your  mind» 
how  great  an  impulse  would  thus  be  given  to  all  those  improvements 
so  necessary  to  promote  the  well-being  and  happiness  of  our  labour- 
ing poor;  nor  need  I  advert  to  the  honour  which  would  result  to  this 
county  by  its  being  the  first  in  England  to  establish  such  an  associa- 
tion. At  present,  the  western  counties  possess  the  unenviablci  but  I 
believe,  exaggerated,  distinction  of  being  inhabited  by  a  more  depressed 
peasantry  than  are  to  be  found  in  any  other  of  the  English  counties. 
But  such  an  establishment  as  I  now  recommend  would,  under  the 
•Divine  blessing,  in  no  long  time,  relieve  us  from  this  undesirable 
notoriety. 

"  The  subject  is  a  tempting  one,  but  I  must  not  exceed  the  limits 
even  of  a  long  letter.  You  and  I  have  often  met  as  magistrates ;  we 
have  met  as  labourers'  friends ;  we  have  occasionally,  also,  met  ts 
promoters  of  the  education  of  the  poor;  but  knowing,  as  we  must  have 
done,  from  long  experience,  their  generally  destitute  and  neglected 
condition,  and  the  evil  influence  of  their  domestic  circumstances  oa 
their  moral  and  religious  well-being,  how  often  must  we  have  mourned 
over  the  necessary  punishments  to  which  such  destitution  and  neglect 
have  mainly  reduced  them,  and  regretted^  while  we  have  advocated 
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^heir  education,  its  almost  certain  inefficacy,  when  offered  to  those 
"^ho  too  often  suffer  under  a  want  of  the  first  necessaries  of  food  and  , 
clothing,  and  are  reared  amidst  the  most  depressing  and  demoralizing 
tendencies  of  home. 

"  I  shall  await  your  reply  with  anxiety,  and  remain,  my  dear  Mr. 
JMoody,  <«  Yours  very  sincerely, 

"  C.  A.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.P."  «  Wm.  B.  Whitehead.** 


THE  MINING  DISTRICTS  OF  DERBYSHIRE. 

^0  the  Committee  of  the  Society  for  Improving  the  Condition  o/th^  Labouring  Ctastet, 

Gentlemen, — I  would  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the 
l^ining  Districts  of  the  High  Peak  of  Derbyshire,  which  I  think 
jpresents  a  wide  field  wherein  the  benefits  of  the  Society  are  much 
:yequired  and  would  be  attended  with  most  satisfactory  results. 

It  is  an  acknowledged  fact  that  the  occupation  of  a  miner  is  by  no 
^neana  favourable  to  health,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  their 
^omes  are  destitute  of  that  amount  of  cleanliness,  ventilation,  and 
space,  which  are  indispensable  to  the  physical  wants  of  man,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  but  few  attain  the  average  term  of  human  life.     The 
tillage  of  Sheldon,  in  the  parish  of  Bakewell,  contains  a  population 
chiefly  employed  in  the  lead  mines  of  that  district.     The  earnings  of 
the  miners  for  some  years  past  have  been  so  small  that  it  has  urged 
many  to   send   their   children    at  a  very  early  age  to   gain   a   few 
additional  pence  by  breaking,  pounding,  washing,  and  sifting  the  ore 
when  raised  to  the  mouth  of  the  shaft ;  an  occupation  particularly 
unhealthy  from  the  fact  of  their  working  nearly  ankle  deep  in  water. 
Their  places  of  abode   in   numerous  instances   are   mere   huts,  so 
miserably  constructed  as  almost  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  cleanli- 
ness.    The  walls  are  composed   of  rough    unhewn    limestone  piled 
together  in  the  rudest  manner,  and   covered  with  thatched  roofs, 
generally  so  mended  and  plastered  that  they  are  past  all  recovery, 
and '  are  little  better  than  a  nest  for  most  offensive  vermin.     These 
houses  mostly  contain  but  two  rooms,  one  occupied  as  the  living 
apartment,  and  the  other  as  the  dormitory  for  the  entire  family,  few 
bed-rooms  containing  less  than  two  beds,  grown  up  sons  or  daughters 
commonly  sleeping  in  the  same  room  with  their  parents. 

This  village '  occupies  a  small  space  on  the  summit  of  a  range  of 
hills  forming  the  north-western  side  of  the  valley  of  the  Wye.  From 
its  elevated  position  the  supply  of  water  is  very  limited,  no  artificial 
means  are  resorted  to,  and  in  dry  seasons  all  water  for  domestic  pur- 
poses is  fetched  from  a  spring  half  a  mile  distant.  It  is  perhaps  one 
of  the  coldest  and  least  sheltered  spots  that  could  be  found  in  the 
entire  county,  and  the  poor  inhabitants,  under  the  impression  of 
obtaining  warmth,  resort  to  every  means  of  arresting  ventilation,  few 
of  the  rooms  have  more  than  one  window,  and  that  in  scarce  any 
instance  is  made  to  open :  the  average  height  of  the  apartments  ih 
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about  BIX  feet  nine  inches.  One  of  the  most  repugnant  features  con- 
nected with  their  abodes,  is  the  total  absence  of  all  sense  of  decency 
in  the  miserable  substitutes  for  closets,  few  of  which  have  a  door  or 
screen  of  any  kind,  and  having  no  drain,  tank,  or  cesspool,  the  stench 
arising  therefrom  is  most  intolerable ;  all  refuse  water  is  thrown  out 
in  front  of  the  house,  where  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  find  a 
heap  of  manure  sending  forth  its  pestiferous  odours  into  the  dwelling 
with  every  gust  of  wind.  The  idea  of  a  sunk  manure  tank  appears 
never  to  have  entered  their  minds. 

The  foregoing  remarks  will  equally  apply  to  the  village  of  Stoncy 
Middleton  and  to  many  of  the  dwellings  in  Eyam,  which  are  in  a 
similarly  deplorable  condition.  The  great  desideratum  in  each  o\ 
these  localities  is  a  superior  class  of  dwellings,  most  especially  fo 
those  whose  employment  is  of  such  a  character  that  they  need  (mor( 
perhaps  than  any  other  class)  those  advantages  which  would  tend  t 
invigorate  the  system,  promote  their  physical  energies  and  place  thei 
in  possession  of  domestic  comforts. 

This  brief  sketch  will  convey  some  idea  of  the  present  state  of  tlL_ 
Mining  Districts  of  Derbyshire  :  I  shall  be  happy  to  enter  into  mo: 
minute  particulars,  should  the  committee  deem  the  locality  worthy 
their  notice,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  furnishing  such  a  statement 
would  prove  how  much  the  Society's  aid  is  needed  towards  amcHor: 
ing  the  condition  of  the  poor,  and  now  comparatively  neglected,  Lc^ 
Miners. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  yours  respectfully, 
A.  I 

ALLOTMENTS  NEAR  WORCESTER. 
(From  a  Correspondent.) 

Within  a  mile  of  the  centre  of  this  city  about  fifty  allotments 
occupied  by  poor  people,  those  who  have  large  families  with  wa 
from  8*.  to  14*.  per  week — each  allotment  about  one-sixth  of  an  ac 
payment  255.  per  acre,  all  rates  iwclusive,  payments  made  quartei 
A  committee  have  taken  this  land,  and  endeavour  to  make  it  pay 
own  way,  which  it  does  with  the  aid  of  a  small  subscription.     Th 
allotments  are  highly  prized  and  sought  after.     One  man  whom 
Committee  thought  needful  to  give  notice  to  quit,  as  he  was  beh 
in  his  payments,  said,  <*  I  will  pay  yon  all  on  the  25th  of  this  moi 
and  give  security  for  the  future ;  if  you  turn  me  out  it  will  be  f^ 
turning  me  out  of  house  and  home.'* 


ALLOTMENT— POTATOES  AND  STARCH. 
(From  the  Rev.  Professor  HensUno,) 

Hitcham.  Hadlcigli,  Suffolk.  18th  March.  18^  -r>^' 
A    CLERICAL   friend   who   had  just   laid    out   a   few   allotment*^     '« 
his  glebe,  was  fearful  that  he  should  be  obliged  to  abandon  tto^^/ 
on  account  of  the  potatoe  disease,  when  it  made  its  first  appearx^.-'^cie 
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in  hid  parigh.     On  making  inquiry  of  one  of  his  tenants,  he  found 

**iat  he  had  raited  seventeen  sacks  of  potatoes  from  his  allotment  of 

*  quarter  of  an  aero,  which  he  held  at  a  yearly  rentol  of  lOs,    Thirteen 

^aoks  were  good,  and  the  other  four  were  bad.     From  the  latter  he 

^l>tained  dOlbs.  of  excellent  starch,  a  portion  of  which  he  sold  in  the 

^Jiops  at  1*.  per  lb.     He  was  fortunate  in  obtaining  such  a  price  at  a 

*.»me  and  in  a  place  where  potato  starch  was  selling  at  ScL  per  lb. ; 

^ut  still  the  facts  of  the  case  are  worthy  our  consideration.     If  he  had 

»o)d  his  301bs.  of  starch  at  Sd.  per  lb.,  he  would  have  raised  enough 

"JODey  within  half-a-crown  to  pay  his  rent,  and  would  still  have  had 

t/jirteen  sacks  of  good  potatoes  for  family  consumption,  at  a  time 

^^hea  he  could  not  possibly  have  afibrded  to  purchase  any,  as  they 

^•^efe  then  selling  from  7s.  to  lOs,  the  sack,  and  even  higher.     If  all 

^^ci    turned  out  bad  he  might  have  procured  1 051  bs.  of  starch  from 

JtAorn,   valued  at  1/.  Gs,  3c/.,  at  3d.  per  lb.     It  would,  however,   have 

oe^n    more  to  his  advantage  to  have  consumed  this  at  home,  with  the 

jJ"*J*tion  of  the  small  quantity  of  meat  or  milk  sufficient  to  render  it 

****  ^jr    nutritious. 


STATE  OF  COTTAGES  IN  DEVONSHIRE. 

~~  {From  llic  Morning  Chronicle.) 

jtj-*^  *^  H  the  cottages  which  I  inspected,  it  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
^^^■^i-ton  perhaps  that  I  encountered  the  most  wretched  specimens. 
^.  ^"^i^-  een  that  town  and  the  sea  stretches  a  rugged  and  sequestered 
^  *"ict,  varying  in  width  from  eight  to  ten  miles,  which  I  was  advised 


**«:»verse,  as  it  might  discover  to  me  phases  in  agricultural  life  not 


trl       ^^      generally  exhibited  along  the  high  roads.     Between  Exeter  and 


*^  i.fon  the  country  is  divided  into  long  and  broad  valleys^  hemmed 
%^^^    ^"^^  let  in  question  has  a  broken  appearance,  resembling  that  of  a 


'  ^"  ridges  of  hills  well  cultivated  to  their  very  summits ;  but  the 


^^^  Viltaous  sea. 

%^     '■^V  Imost  throughout  its  whole  extent  the  condition  of  the  labourer 

^^    ^^^Xe  of  extreme  privation.    In  parish  after  parish  which  I  traversed, 

^^^^'^     Evidence  of  this  accumulated  upon  me.     But  there  was  one  spot 

<^       '^^  liich  the  complicated  misery  which  I  witnessed  seemed  to  culmi- 

^"^^^     It  was  the  village  and  parish  of  Sonthleigh. 

^^     ^*lie  parish  is  one  of  considerable  area,  but  of  very  limited  popula- 

^^^^.     Indeed,  it  was  difficult  to  understand  where  or  how  the  350 

^^^U  inhabiting  it  were  housed ;  for,  with  tli*  exception  of  the  snudl 

^  ^^Vage  which  it  contains,  but  few  cottages  of  any  kind  were  to  be  seen 

^^  the  parish.     To  the  village  I  directed  ray  footsteps  without  delay, 

^V>|)roaching  it  from  the  brow  of  one  of  the  high  hills  which  encircled 

^^  on  all  sides.     The  deep  glen,  at  the  bottom  of  which  it  lay,  was 

"^ell  wooded,  and  it  was  not  until  I  was  close  upon  the  village  that  I 

discovered  any  traces  of  its  vicinity.     First  came  the  grey  square 

tf)wer  of  the  parish  church,  which   peered  over  the  tree  tops ;  then 

the  thin  subtle  smoke  of  wood  fires  mingling  with  the  foliage ;  and 
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luUy  the  cottages  themselves,  with  their  mud  walls  and  heavilj 
thatched  roofs.  On  descending  to  the  road  which  leads  through  the 
village,  I  found  a  woman  of  about  fifly  years  of  age,  engaged  with  a 
pitchfork  collecting  some  straw  at  the  corner  of  one  of  the  honsea.  I 
remarked  that  the  day  had  been  fine — an  observation  which  she 
seemed  to  think  so  common-place,  that  she  scarcely  deigned  to  reply 
to  it.  But  there  was  more  than  this  ;  for  both  her  tone  and  manner 
betrayed  that  she  entertained  towards  me  a  mingled  feeling  of  sus- 
picion and  dislike.  I  stood  looking  at  her ;  but  she  turned  her  back 
upon  me,  and  worked  all  the  harder,  as  if  she  wished  me  to  under«> 
stand  that  the  brief  interview  was  over. 

'^  You  seem  to  work  very  hard,"  I  observed,  determined,  if  pos- 
sible, to  draw  her  out.  '^  What  are  you  doing  that  you  are  so  earnest 
about  r 

**  Gathering  straw,"  was  her  categoric  reply. 

"  What  are  you  gathering  it  for?*'  I  asked  her. 

*«  For  the  pig,"  said  she. 

After  a  lengthened  conversation,  during  which  she*  had  scraped 
together  an  enormous  fork-full  of  straw,  she  threw  it  over  her 
shoulder,  and  informed  me  tliat  if  I  wished  to  learn  any  more  from 
her,  I  must  follow  her  to  the  pig-sty.  I  had  no  objection,  and  did 
so,  ascending  for  a  few  steps  one  of  the  roads  leading  up  the  hill,  at 
the  side  of  which  was  the  residence  of  the  family  pig.  Having  de- 
posited the  straw  in  the  sty,  and  spread  it  into  a  comfortable  litter 
for  the  pig,  which  she  scratched  for  some  time  on  the  back — addreae- 
ing  it,  at  the  same  time,  in  a  language  which  it  seemed  to  understand^ 
but  which  I  didn't — she  turned  round,  leant  again  upon  the  foric,  and 
waited  to  be  interrogated. 

"  How  long  have  you  resided  here  ?'*  I  asked  her. 

"  Twenty  years." 

"  In  the  same  house  ?" 

"  Yes/*  said  she,  "  in  this  piggery  for  twenty  years." 

We  had  by  this  time  gained  the  house,  but  before  entering  I 
thought  it  as  well  to  examine  its  exterior.  It  was  a  cottage,  con- 
taining, like  too  many  others,  but  two  rooms ;  the  walls  were  of  niudy 
or  rather  of  what  is  called  "  cob,"  a  kind  of  mixture  of  mud  and 
small  stones.  The  roof  was  of  thatch,  and  had  been  recently  repaired 
in  parts.  Each  room  had  but  one  window ;  that  in  the  upper  room, 
which  was  in  the  gable  end  of  the  cottage,  being  extremely  small. 
On  three  sides  of  the  house  tliere  were  great  cracks  or  fissures  In  the 
walls,  all  of  which  added  to  its  discomforts,  and  one  of  which  posi- 
tively endangered  its  stability;  it  was  in  the  front  of  the  cottage, 
near  one  of  the  corners,  and  ran  from  the  thatch  £o  the  ground,  occa- 
sioned by  the  end  wall  having  fallen  considerably  from  the  perpendi- 
cular. I  asked  her  if  she  was  not  afraid  that  the  house  would  come 
down  about  her  ears.  She  replied  to  the  effect  that  her  apprehensions 
had  been  blunted,  as  they  had  been  excited  by  the  same  cause  for  the 
last  ten  years.     I  then  entered  the  hovel. 

Bad  and  unprepossessing  as  was  its  exterior,  it  did  not  half  prepare 
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^e  for  what  I  witnessed  inside.     The  chimney  stalk  was  at  the  side 

of  the  door,  and  its  side  formed  with  the  wall  a  small  passage,  about 

*ve  feet  long,  at  the  end  of  which  was  another  door,  suspended  upon 

one  binge,  which  opened  into  the  lower  apartment.     In  the  recess 

formed  by  the  other  side  of  the  chimney  stalk  and  the  opposite  wall 

^as  the  window,  so  small  and  so  situated  that  it  threw  but  a  shabby 

♦w'ilight  into  about  one-half  of  the  room.    The  other  half  was  equally 

•lighted  when  the  door  was  open  ;  but  when  it  was' shut  it  was  in  such 

A  ^loom  that  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  discern  the  objects  which  it 

<5oiitained.     1  requested  her  to  leave  the  door  open,  that  I  might  see 

^o    more  advantage,  but  chiefly — although  I  did  not  tell  her  so — that 

-^   might  have  the  benefit  of  the  fresh  air,  to  counteract  the  sour  and 

^'c^Gwiing  smells  which  were  rife  within.     The  ceiling,  which  was 

™^<5lcened  with  smoke,  was  so  low  that  it  was  only  between  the  small 

'^^^t^m^  that  I  could  stand  erect  with  ray  hat  on.     The  fire-place  was 

^^    ^**  enormous  size;  but  although  the  day  was  cold  and  raw,  there 

**"     ~         iot  at  the  time  a  spark  of  fire  upon  the  hearth.     There  were  a 


the 


thairs  and  some  tripods,  in  the  shape  of  stools ;  about  and  within 

^       — mmple  fire-place  was  a  bit  of  log,  supported  on  four  rude  legs, 

^.  ^*^^fc  formed  a  kind  of  bench,  on  which  about  three  could  sit  at  a 

.***^^».    sheltered  by  ^he  chimney-stalk,  in  which  they  sat,  from  the 

■''^' ««fc^  which  pervaded  the  room  in  every  direction.     At  one  corner 

1^^^         ^in  empty  barrel,  which  answered  the  purposes  of  a  table,  and 

I*  j^^^    to  it  an  old  deal  chest,  over  which  were  two  or  three  shelves 

^-.  *^^^:^f  crockery  of  all  shapes,  colours,  and  devices,  and  in  all  stages 

^^^*^*^4icture.     Hard  by  was  a  large  IJack-looking  tub,  iu  which  there 

^iJ^^  a  quantity  of  flour  which  had   recently  been  sifted   from  the 

J^^^-^  ^    In  the  centre  of  the  room -was  the  moiety  of  an  old  round 

^s  m  *'^^,  at  which  the  family  partook  of  their  meals.     What  these  were 

^^_^^^be  afterwards  mentioned.     In  the  deep  recess  occupied  by  the 

t^^^^^ow  sat  the  eldest  daughter  of  my  guide,  working  hard  at  the 

^^J^^^  ^^  cushion,  taking    that   position    as   the  one  which  afforded  her 

^1^^^"^  light  in    the    room.     A  good   deal    of  the    fabric  known  as 

^^^^^^  iton  lace  is  manufactured  here.     The  floor  of  the  hovel  was  of 

l^/^^4 .     It  had  never  known  the  covering  of  quicklime  and  sand,  which 

.^^^^iiently  forms  the  flooring  of  the  cottages,  and  which  is  to  be  seen 

^^^^me  of  those  in  the  village.     Towards  the  fire-place  it  descended 

^^  ^«  to  form  a  tolerably  deep  hole,  in  which  water  not  unfrequently 

^^^lects,  and  which  has  been  prevented  from  deepening  still  further  by 

^  species  of  rough  causeway  work  with  which  it  is  lined.     With  this 

^^^fseption,  you  trod  nothing,  whilst  in  the  lower  room,  but  the  cold 

^Uy  which  formed  the  uneven  flooring.    I  hesitated  ere  I  ventured  up 

•tairs.     The  family  was  not  large,  as  most  of  the  children  were  grown 

up,  and  were  afloat  on  the  world  for  themselves.     But  there  were 

still  five  at  home — the  father  and  mother,  a  young  man  of  twenty-one 

years  of  age,  a  girl  of  about  eighteen,  and  another  girl  of  about 

thirteen.     The  five  slept  in  the  room  above.      In  this  instance  it 

was   more    the   chamber  itself  than  its  furniture  that  was  at  fault. 

It  was  wretchedly  lighted,  and  the  room  seemed,  in  places,  to   be 

falling  ill.    To  ventilation  it  was  an  utter  stranger.     The  crazy  floor 
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shook  and  creaked  under  me  as  I  paced  it.  The  bedroom  was 
approached  by  a  few  broken  steps,  vhich  rose  to  it  out  of  a  dark 
recess  opposite  the  door,  and  in  which  were  stowed  away  a  few  pots 
and  pans,  some  small  bundles  of  fagots,  pieces  of  broken  furniture, 
and  a  few  implements  of  labour. 

"What  do  you  think  of  it  now?"  asked  my  guide,  after  I  had 
emerged  into  the  jight  and  fresh  air  ;  <'  is  it  fit  for  a  pig  to  live  in  ?*' 
With  its  cracked  walls,  its  clay  floor,  its  imperfect  light,  and  unwhole- 
some atmosphere,  I  certainly  could  not  say  that  it  was  fit  to  be  the  abode 
of  a  human  being.  **  What  rent  do  you  pay  ?"  I  asked.  '•  A  shilling 
a  week,''  she  replied — a  rent  for  which,  in  many  places,  the  labourer 
has  a  very  comfortable  home. 

The  next  cottage  which  I  inspected  was  situated  directly  opposite  -=^=^ 

the  one  described.     As  in  that  case,  the  walls  were  of  cob-work,  nnd  -^^    * 

the  roof  of  thatch.     It  was  one  of  two  cottages  which  were  attached  ^^~^ 

together.     The  door  was  in  the  gable  end,  which  faced  the  main  road, 
liike  that  just  visited,  it  had  but  two  apartments,  one  above  and  the 
other  below.      What  struck  me  before  entering  was  the  condition  of         ""^  ^CDi 
the  window  designed  to  admit  light  into  the  lower  room.     The  aper-  —  —-^^t 

ture  in  the  wall  was  about  two  feet  high  and  about  fifteen  inches  wide.         — >  "^^^  ^^ 
This  was   occupied  by  a  leaden  window-frame,  with  small  diamond-  —  M-i^i 

shaped  panes.  Some  of  them  were  filled  with  glass,  some  with  brown  -«"*  "^^* 
paper,  and  others  with  rags — ^whilst  a  large  piece  of  rusty  sheet-iron  m:M'  ^z^^ 
occupied  the  place  of  several  of  them  which  had  been  broken.  It  was  ^sx.m^  "^i 
difficult  to  recognise  it  as  a  window\  Small  as  it  was,  only  about  one- 
half  of  it  was  serviceable  for  the  admission  of  light,  the  only  purpose  ^ 
to  which  the  other  half  was  applied  being  the  exclusion  of  fresh  air.  « 
I  entered  the  cottage,  and  on  my  eyes  becoming  accustomed  to  thc^s 
twilight  within,  I  found  myself  in  the  presence  of  five  small  childrei 
and  a  woman  who  appeared  to  be  their  mother.  The  floor,  as  in  th< 
other  case,  was  of  clay,  and  the  ceiling  so  low  that  I  had  to  stoop  tc 
walk  about.  The  cottage  was,  in  every  way,  as  wretched  in  its 
appearance  and  accommodation  as  that  which  I  had  just  quitted — 
whilst  the  general  condition  of  its  inmates  was  much  worse  than  in  th 
other  case,  seeing  that  the  family  was  comparatively  large,  and  all  th 
children  of  so  tender  an  age  that  they  could  not  work.  I  asked  to  \ 
shown  up  stairs,  and  groped  my  way  to  where  I  supposed  the  ataircas 
to  be.  But  instead  of  a  flight  of  steps,  no  matter  how  rude  or  ni 
steady,  I  came  in  contact  with  what  seemed  to  be  a  perpendicnl 
ladder,  which  led  through  a  hole  in  the  ceiling.  On  inquiring  if  th 
was  the  only  means  of  communication  with  the  upper  apartment 
was  informed  that  it  was.  It  was  up  and  down  this  that  children 
two  and  three  years  of  age  had  to  climjj  up({aily,to  get  to  and  from  tb 
miserable  dormitory.  The  poor  woman  observed  that  she  was  in  da 
dread  of  some  accident  happening,  especially  to  the  younger  childr-""--  ""^^"^ 
in  their  ascents  and  descents.     It  was  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  tl^  em 

to  tumble,  especially  on  endeavouring  to  descend  ;  but  hitherto  ir^ — ^h 

mishaps  had  not  been  attended  with  any  serious  consequences,  for      ^Ae 

clay  floor  on  which  they  fell  was  generally  moist  and  soft.     A&  for 

herself,  she  did  not  much  care  about  it,  having  become  accustom^dr^fo 
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it;  but  it  was  rather  a  difBcult  job  to  go  up  and  down  when  she  had  a 
ckild  at  the  breast.  She  had  not  the  means  herself  of  improving  her 
•tairease  or  repairing  her  window,  nor  was  her  landlord  disposed  to 
aid  her  in  so  doing. 

The  cottage  attached  to  this  had  ratlier  a  sad  story  connected  with 
it.  It  was  built  of  precisely  the  same  materials  as  its  neighbour,  and 
"was  of  about  the  same  dimensions.  The  end  looking  upon  the  hill 
behind  the  village  had  been  overgrown  with  ivy,  which  had  been  cut 
down,  as  it  was  supposed  that  it  rendered  the  cottage  damp.  The 
•dead  wood  of  the  mutilated  parasite  was  still  thickly  imbedded  in  the 
Trally  as  it  could  not  be  pulled  out  without  endangering  the  stability 
of  the  edifice.  On  scanning  the  wall  closely,  one  could  see  near  the 
angle  of  the  roof  a  square  hole,  in  which  there  was  a  casement  with 
four  panes  of  glass.  The  whole  window  did  not  look  more  than  fifteen 
inches  square,  yet  it  was  all  the  means  by  which  light  was  admitted 
ittto  the  upper  chamber  of  the  hovel.  There  was  no  tenant  occupying 
it  at  the  time,  the  door  being  locked — nor  is  it  likely  that  it  will  ever 
be  opened  again  for  the  admission  of  another  occupant.  In  the  course 
of  a  few  more  years,  it  will  be  another  cottage  blotted  from  the  face 
of  England.  Its  last  occupant  had  died  about  a  month  before.  She 
had  been  long  an  invalid,  and  was  removed,  shortly  before  her  last 
struggles,  to  a  cot  not  far  distant,  that  she  might  not  die  alone. 
About  the  close  of  last  year,  as  I  was  informed  by  some  of  the 
villagers,  she  was  frequently  visited  by  the  lady  of  the  vicar  of  the 
parish,  of  both  of  whom  they  all  spoke  in  terms  of  the  greatest  kindness 
and  affection.  Her  malady  was  increasing,  and  she  was  then  confined 
to  her  bed  in  the  upper  room  of  the  cottage.  On  the  occasion  of  her 
first  visit  to  the  invalid,  this  lady  is  reported  to  have  said  to  her, 
**  Betty,  do  you  not  feel  this  room  too  cold  for  you  ?'*  "  Yes,"  she 
replied,  "I  do;  but  you  see  there  is  no  glass  in  the  window,  and  it 
hm  been  so  for  a  long  time."  It  was  as  she  represented.  There  was 
not  a  single  pane  in  the  casement.  Tlie  temperature  without  was 
consequently  that  within.  The  wind  rushed  in  whenever  thore  was 
any  stirring ;  the  rain,  when  it  fell,  encroached  upon  the  floor,  and 
sometimes  upon  the  very  bed  ;  and  on  stormy  winter  days,  when  the 
snow  was  driven  before  the  blast,  it  would  enter  at  the  open  casement, 
and  form  tiny  wreaths  upon  the  floor.  **  And  was  it  allowed  to 
remain  open?'*  I  asked  my  informant.  "It  would  have  been,  sir, 
but  that  the  vicar  had  it  glazed  at  his  own  expense,"  was  the  answer. 
And  who  was  she  whose  last  sickness  was  thus  aggravated  by  the 
cruel  discomforts  of  her  home?  One  who  for  five-and-twenty  years 
of  her  life  had  been  a  faithful  servant  to  the  squire  I  Her  reward, 
on  becoming  superannuated  in  the  service,  was  the  liberty  to  occupy 
this  doomed  cottage  rent  free. 

I  crossed  the  road,  and  entered  another  hut,  which  overlooked  the 
churchyard.  It  had  two  apartments  below,  and  but  one,  I  believe, 
shove.  The  outer  of  the  two  lower  apartments  seemed  to  be 
abandoned  by  the  inmates,  and  looked  as  ii'  it  would  have  been 
applied  to  the  purposes  of  a  storehouse,  had  there  been  anything  to 
store  away  in  it.    I  passed  through  it  to  get  to  the  inner  apartment. 
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Everything  was  grim  and  black,  the  ceiling  being  low,  and  the  flocMr 
composed  of  earth.  The  water  was  trickling  in  different  direetioiis 
about  it :  and  no  wonder.  The  aperture  which  contained  the  window 
was  divided  into  three  parts,  something  like  a  Venetian  window,  by 
two  perpendicular  pieces  of  wood,  which  formed  the  staple  of  the 
casement.  There  was  neither  glass  nor  sash  in  the  middle  portion, 
nor  had  there  been  since  it  was  tenanted  by  its  present  occupantfi 
which  it  had  been  for  many  years.  It  was  open  winter  and  summeri 
except  when  they  chose  to  close  it  up  with  some  opaque  substance, 
which  they  seldom  did,  as  they  would  be  thereby  deprived  of  light 
One  winter  it  was  intensely  cold,  and  they  had  it  boarded  up.  It 
remained  so,  however,  but  for  a  very  short  time,  for  the  board  was 
soon  taken  down  to  be  burnt  as  firewood.  Immediately  below  the 
open  window  was  a  cradle,  in  which  an  infant  was  being  rocked*  It 
was  nothing  but  a  black  greasy  box,  shattered  a  little  on  one  side, 
and  placed  upon  a  couple  of  rough  rockers.  The  child  was  coTered 
by  what  appeared  to  be  a  tattered  horsecloth.  Only  a  few  days 
before,  I  had  inspected  a  workhouse,  where  I  was  shown  the  apait- 
ment  which  served  as  a  nursery  for  the  children.  What  a  contrast 
did  their  comfortable  circumstances  present  to  the  wretched  accom- 
modation of  this  child  of  honest  and  industrious  parents  I  I  re- 
mained below  whilst  one  of  the  family  went  up  stairs  to  show  me 
the  state  of  the  ceiling.  There  was  scarcely  a  plank  but  seemed  to 
yield  under  her  feet,  whilst  the  scams  whigh  extended  along  the  flooi 
at  one  corner  were  so  broad  as  to  expose  to  those  above  everything 
going  on  below. 


LODGING  AND  BOARDING  LABOURERS. 

When  Mr.  Sotheron  took  his  farm  in  hand,  about  four  years  ago,  he 
found,  as  usual,  a  bam  of  double  the  size  required,  and  divid^  one 
end  of  it  into  three  compartments, — a  dining  hall,  a  sleeping  room 
containing  six  beds,  a  washing  room,  with  a  loft  over  it,  for  keeping 
chests  of  clothes,  and  a  sink  communicating  with  the  tank  in  the 
yard.  The  barn  doorways  are  walled  up  with  brick,  and  fitted  witli 
glass  casements,  a  large  window  with  a  swing  sash  is  opened  over  the 
sleeping  apartment,  one  of  the  thrashing  floors  forms  the  dais  of  the 
dining  hall,  on  which  stand  a  plain  large  table  and  some  wooden 
chairs.  A  lamp,  and  a  long  pole  for  drying  clothrs,  are  let  down  b\ 
pulleys  from  the  tie-beams  of  the  roof,  a  plain  hearth  and  chimney 
corner  have  been  added  at  the  end,  and  a  cupboard  completes  th< 
furniture.  In  this  building  from  iive  to  seven  lads  have  been  house< 
and  fed  during  the  last  four  years.  Tlieir  wages  commence  at  4L 
and  rise  gradually  to  8/.  10s.  per  annum.  They  purchase  their  owi 
clothing  out  of  their  wages.  The  married  man  is  a  good  workroai 
and  manages  the  steam-engine.  Several  of  the  boys  have  become 
excellent  ploughmen,  and  have  won  prizes.  After  work  they  occa 
sionally  amuse  themselves  with  cricket  or  other  games,  or  witl 
reading  and  writing,  playing  the  flute,  &c.     The  weekly  expenses  o 
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their  board  per  bead  are  as  follows : — Bread  and  flour,  Is.  Id, ;  Meat 
JiDd  bacou,  2*. ;  Groceries,  J*.  0}jd,;  Beer,  Is, ;  Total,  5*.  1^.* 

They  are  allowed  to  come  at  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  remain  till 
they  niarry  or  obtain  situations.  The  youngest  boy  cleans  oM  the 
Toom,  and  they  take  it  in  turns  to  prepare  the  table  for  meals,  which 
are  cooked  by  the  wife  of  the  bailiff,  who  lives  in  an  adjoining  house, 
and  has  the  assistance  of  one  female  servant,  who  is  not  allowed  to 
go  into  the  building  where  the  young  men  live.  '  The  bailiff's  wife 
also  provides  for  their  washing.  The  young  men  are  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  bailiff,  who  presides  at  their  meals,  and  reads 
prayers  with  them  morning  and  evening.  A  bell  rings  at  meal-times, 
and  those  who  arc  absent  from  a  meal  without  leave  or  good  cause, 
go  without  it.  They  are  required  to  observe  some  rules,  few  and 
simple,  tending  to  order  and  cleanliness, — such  as  to  sit  down  to  their 
meals  in  clean  smock  frocks,  which  they  put  off  when  they  go  out 
again  to  work.  I  ascertained  that  these  rules  are  in  no  way  irksome 
to  them,  but  have  inspined  them  with  a  feeling  of  self-respect, — as 
their  phrase  is,  they  are  glad  to  keep  themselves  respectable.  I  sat 
with  them  at  their  breakfast  table,  and  conversed  with  them  while 
the  bailiff  was  out  of  the  room,  and  can  therefore  testify  to  their 
demeanour  being  at  once  intelligent  and  respectful.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  that  such  a  plan,  carried  on  with  kindness  and  good  sense, 
must  tend  to  the  best  results,  and  such,  in  fact,  have  been  produced. 

Of  the  total  number  of  youths  who  have  been  admitted,  two  have 
married,  one  of  whom  works  on  the  farm,  the  other  for  a  neighbouring 
gentleman ;  four  have  been  placed  out  in  good  situations ;  three, 
having  absented  themselves  without  leave,  were  not  taken  back ;  one 
left  owing  to  ill  health,  and  afterwards  died  ;  iivc  are  now  at  the 
farm.  None  have  misconducted  themselves,  nor  been  discharged  for 
any  fault. 

In  connexion  with  these  arrangements  for  the  boarding  of  the 

*  The  following  details  are  token  from  tbe  average  of  the  consumption  for  several 
veeks : — 

38    lbs.  of  bread,  at  l^d.             £0  4     0 

44  lbs.  of  flour,  at  l^d.              0  0     7^ 

oS  lbs.  of  butcher's  meat,  at  5d.            . .          . .  0  3  11^ 

14|lbs.  ofbncou,  at  nd.              0  6     0^ 

dl  lbs.  of  cheene,  at  G^d 0  3     0 

2|  lbs.  of  sugar,  at  4d 0  0  10 

}  lb.  of  coffee,  at  Is.  2d 0  0     0^ 

f  lb.  of  cocoa,  at  8d . .  0  0    4 

lbs.  of  rice,  at  2d 0  0     4 

Pepper,  salt,  &c 0  0    8 

Board  of  five  boys  . .         . .         10    6^ 

Board  of  one  boy             . .          . .         0    4     1^ 
Beer  in  addition 0     10 

Actual  fbod  of  each  boy  . .         . .         0    5     1^ 

To  this  most  be  added  t  small  sum  per  head  for  washing,  soap,  and  candles  and 
filing. 
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farm  servants  who  live  in  the  house,  two  advantages  are  provided  for 
the  other  labourers.  A  cup  of  cocoa  is  given  to  every  person 
employed  on  the  farm  at  tlie  time  appointed  for  the  beginning  of 
work;  and  during  the  winter  months  nourishing  soup  is  offered  to 
those  who  choose  to  pay  for  it,  at  the  rate  of  one  halfpenny  per  quart, 
which  covers  the  actual  cost,  and  is  even  more  valued  than  it  would 
be  if  it  were  given  without  payment.  The  early  cup  of  cocoa  is 
found  to  have  the  great  merit  of  allaying  the  feeling  of  thirst  during 
the  day,  which  is  so  great  a  temptation  to  labourers :  this  probably  is 
owing  to  the  irritation  of  the  stomach,  caused  by  beginning  the  day's 
work  fasting,  being  prevented. 

The  receipt  for  the  soup,  which  is  made  d  la  Soyer^  is  as  follows : — 
Meat,  2 lbs.,  minced,  9^/. ;  Sago,  6  lbs.,  \s,  6d. ;  Pepper  and  8alt>  Id.; 
Total,  2f.  4d. ;  making  16  gallons, — which  are  sold  for  2$.  Sd,^  leaving 
4d,  to  set  against  the  value  of  the  vegetables  grown  in  the  garden, 
fuel,  and  the  time  of  the  servant  who  makes  it. 

The  merit  of  these  plans,  especially  of  the  boarding  of  the. boys, 
seems  to  be,  that  they  are  natural  and  simple, — in  fact,  a  revival  of 
an  old  English  habit,  universal  some  years  ago,  and  still  practised, 
even  on  very  large  farms,  in  the  north  of  England,  but  driven  out  in 
the  southern  counties,  partly  by  the  encouragement  given  to  early 
marriages  under  the  old  Poor-law,  and  partly  by  the  refinement  of 
modem  habits,  which  have  banished  the  labourer  from  the  society  of 
his  master,  whereas  he  would  cferive  great  advantage  from  it,  and  be 
made  a  more  useful  servant. —  T,  D.  Acland,  in  the  Journal  of  the 
English  Agricultural  Society, 


THOUGHTS  ON  LAND  SOCIETIES. 

Fair  play  is  said  to  be  a  jewel,  and  as  this  jewel  cannot  be  attained     — X^"^ 

unless  both  sides  of  a  question  be  heard,  and  its  merits  fairly  dis-      ^*- 

cussed,  no  subject  of  importance  should  be  held  proven  to  be  advan-     -        *-* 

tageous,  till  the  data  on  which  it  is  founded  have  been  fonndy  on ^M^i 

thorough  investigation,  to  be  correct. 

This  conviction  induces  mc  to  commit  to  paper  some  though ta^^ -^  ^ -'^■ 
which  crossed  my  mind,  in  consequence  of  hearing,  at  a  meetings*  ^^  ^i 
which  I  very  unexpectedly  attended  in  Guildford,  a  very  acute  an  A-  J^  •^ 
attractive  speech  in  favour  of  a  "  Land  Investment  Society,"  fronts  ^  ■  **^ 
the  lips  of  the  talented  Secretary  to  the  proposed  Association. 

The  main  features  to  which  he  drew  public  attention,  and  on  whicli  ^mMsU 
he  based  his  hopes  of  success  for  the  Society,  were,  the  speedy  attain-  — -^^- 
ment  by  its  members  of  the  elective  franchise,  a  profitable  investment  ^  ^^^ 
of  money,  a  resource  against  want  in  old  age,  and  a  reduction  of  the  ^n^-^e 
poors'  rates. 

His  method  for  obtaining  the  franchise  is  novel  and  ingenious^  but  ^  Mii 

in  my  mind  impracticable  on  the  terms  proposed,  by  which  each  sub-  — ^^ 

scriber  is  to  obtain  a  forty-shilling  freehold  in  five  years. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  land  may  be  purchased  more  reason-  —  '" 

ably  in  large  than  in  small  quantities,  and,  therefore,  that  an  estate 
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'^which  would  confer  one  hundred  votes,  could  be  procured  for  less 
xnoney  than  would  be  required  to  purchase  the  same  number  of  sepa- 
X"Tite  freeholds;  but  as  the  largest  landed  estates  seldom  pay  three  per 
csent.  on  the  investment,  is  it  just  for  a  society  of  this  kind  to  gua- 
rantee five  per  cent,  clear  of  the  many  reductions  to  which  revenue 
"From  land  is  subject  ?  The  present  fall  in  the  marketable  value  of 
land  is  considered  favourable  to  the  plan,  but  I  do  not  perceive  any 
advantage  therefrom,  as  the  price  is  reduced  only  because  the  income 
derivable  from  it  is  reduced  also,  and,  consequently,  the  amount 
s-equired  for  a  qualification  relatively  to  its  cost,  will  remain  the 
^ame. 

Allowing  the  Society  to  progress  at  the  rate  named  by  the  Secre- 
'^jtry,  namely,-  allowing  100  members  for  the  first  year,  with  an  annual 
Sncrease  of  fifty,  the  fifth  year  will  find  a  body  of  360  members, 
^^rith  a  capital  of  about  4200/.,  which  invested  in  land  at  twenty-eight 
^ears*  purchase,  gives  a  return  of  150/.  per  annum,  or  elective  en- 
dowment for  seventy-five  instead  of  112  individuals.  This  allows  no- 
"Siliing  for  conveyance  and  valuations,  which,  on  suc^  a  purchase,  can 
^Muurcely  be  reckoned  at  less  than  300/.  in  addition.  This  calculation 
ms  hasty,  but  will,  I  believe,  prove  sufficiently  near  the  truth,  to  throw 
^reat  doubt  on  the  possibility  of  realizing  the  expectations  held  out 
"^o  the  supporters  of  the  proposed  undertaking. 

The  same  argument  will  apply  to  the  profitable  nature  of  the  in- 

^^restment,  and  as  Savings'   Banks  were   brought  into   unfavourable 

^H>inparison,  I  would  allocate  a  man  who  annually  for  ten  years  placed 

^/.  in  one  of  those  institutions,  with  one^who  subscribed  the  same 

sum  to  the  Land  Society. 

At  the  expiration  of  that  period,  the  Savings'  Bank  depositor  would 
^avc  in  his  own  power  a  capital  of  above  46/.  in  ready  cash,  under  a 
jgovernment  guarantee;  while  the  subscriber  to  the  Land  Society 
"^ould  have  a  freehold  valued  at  40/.,  but  which  could  not  be  turned 
wato  money  without  delay  and  expense,  and  which  (in  spite  of  the 
Igreat  skill  in  making  bargains  which  the  Society  is  to  manifest)  might 
xot  be  worth  the  original  cost. 

As  a  provision  against  want  in  old  age,  though  a  sum  of  near  50/. 
5s  not  to  be  despised  by  a  poor  man,  there  are  few  who  would  feel 
independent  on  ninepence-halfpenny  per  week,  especially  as  the  poors' 
rates  would  be  relieved  by  the  contrivance  not  to  their  benefit,  inas- 
much as  the  law  allows  no  help  from  his  parish  to  the  owner  of  free- 
liold  property. 

These  few  remarks  are  off'ered  with  all  deference  to  the  very  respect- 
able and  intelligent  audience  which  heard  the  pros  of  an  enticing 
acheme  very  cleverly  set  forth,  with  none  of  the  cons  brought  before 
them  ;  and  as  no  plan  which  involves  the  savings  of  the  hard-working 
man  ought  to  be  undertaken  without  carefully  weighing  all  the  dis- 
advantages which  can  happen,  against  the  benefits  which  may  result 
from  it,  I  venture  to  hope  that  those  who  heard  the  eloquent  speech 
in  favour  of  the  plan  with  pleasure,  will  read  these  unadorned  reasons 
against  it  with  patience. 
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THANKSGIVING    OFFERINGS. 

CoiUrihuti&iis  from  the  Clergy  —  cofiHnuedfrom  FArvary  28. 

Be?.  John  Panl,  part  collection,  St.  Germain's  Chapel,  Blackbeath,   on 

Tbank8gi?ing  Day X24    8 


Donations  and  Subscriptions^  from  the  2%th  of  February ^ 
to  the  Zlst  of  March,  1850. 

%*  Tboae  sums  to  which  (D.)  is  prefixed  arc  Donations  j  all  others  are  Aonoal  SabicrlpCkik's 


Miss  Portal     .     .     (3rd  D.)  £100    0     0 

Sir  Richard  Glynn,  Bart.     .     .  30     0     0 

Bev.  Dr.  EUerton,  Theale,  near 

Reading  ....  (4th  D.)  20     0     0 

Hon.  W.  Booth  Guy    (2nd  D.)  10    0    0 

Sir  James    W.    Hogg,    Bart., 

M.P 5    0    0 

W.  MUe8,i:sq.,  M.P.,  Hamilton- 
place    5     0     0 

H.  D.  Seymour,  Esq.,  Upper 

Grosvenor-street   .     .     (D.)     5     0     0 

Samuel   Bcltz,    Esq.,   Fulham 

(3rdD.)     5     0     0 

W.  Peek,  Esq.,  jun.,  Eastcheap 

(2ndD.)     5     0     0 

Capt.  Warden,  R.N.,  Hanover- 
terrace,  Kensington-park  ..500 

J.  E.  Heat}icote,Esq.,GreTille- 
street  2 


Right  Hon.  Earl  Harrowby  .  I 
Col.  Sir  John  Edwards,  Bart.  .  1 
Hon.  G.  D.  Ryder,  Wcsthrook, 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  APRIL. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand. 

Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  8th  April. — Present, 
d[qor  Little,  in  the  chair;  Charies  A.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.P.; 
tev.  S.  R.  Cattley ;  E.  H.  Fitzherbert,  F.  H.  N.  GIossop,  R.  B. 
KcNeley,  H.  Roberts,  and  P.  Rose,  Esqrs.  f  Rev.  T.  Bennett, 
isiton 

The  meeting  of  the  Committee  having  been  opened  as  usual, 
be  minutes  of  1 1th  March  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  allotment  agent  reported  that  fifty  new  allotments  had 
^een  made  in  the  pari&h  of  Hitcham,  under  the  superintendence 
1^  the  Rector,  Rev.  Professor  Henslow.  There  are  numerous 
k|iplicants  for  allotments  still  on  the  list,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
Kiore  land  will  be  obtained  in  a  short  time,  so  that  every 
abourer  in  the  parish,  desirous  of  obtaining  an  allotment, 
laay  be  supplied.  One  of  the  most  pleasing  facts  connected 
^tn  these  allotments  is,  that  assistance  has  been  freely  offered 
o  the  tenants  by  some  of  the  farmers,  in  the  way  of  carting 
loanore,  &c.,  thus  showing  their  hostility  is  greatly  diminished. 

The  new  allotments  at  Hadlow,  taken  by  the  Society  accord- 
ing to  the  resolution  passed  10th  December,  are  now  all  fully 
occupied  by  fifty-six  tenants.  The  agreements  have  been  signed 
:sj  the  tenants,  who  are  very  grateful  for  this  timely  assistance, 
Uid  thus  prevented  the  allotments  being  given  up.  The  fol- 
Lowmg  gentlemen  at  Hadlow,  have  become  members  of  the 
Society,  and  will  assist  in  the  management  of  the  allotments, — 
Kev.  J.  I.  Monypenny,  J.  Larkin,  Esq.,  and  W.  Kipping,  Esq., 
of  Gold  Hill-green. 

KO.  Lxxn.  F 
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At  Maidstone  a  committee  of  gentlemen  has  been  appointed 
for  managing  the  allotments  in  that  town,  and  for  improvmg  the 
c(mdition  ofthe  poor. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  his  detailed  plan  for  the  ThankagiviDg 
Buildings  in  Portpool-lane,  and  explained  its  various  arrange-, 
ments,  which  comprise  dwellings  for  twenty  families,  and  for 
128  women,  with  a  spacious  wasn-house  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  neighbourhood  as  well  as  of  the  occupants  of  the  Thanks-^ 
giving  Buildings;  also  spacious  stowage  for  fruit,  vegetables, 
and  other  perishable  articles  sold  in  the  streets  by  hucksters,  who 
reside  in  large  numbers  in  this  neighbourhood. 

A  check  was  drawn  for  the  payment  of  part  of  the  land  pur^ 
chased  in  Portpool-lane,  together  with  the  fixtures  on  the 
premises,  and  interest,  amounting  to  £1203. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  met  the  Committee  ef 
the  Tunbridge  Wells  Association,  on  Saturday  the  23rd  March, 
when  they  resolved  to  take  immediate  measures  to  obtain  tenders 
for  the  erection  of  three  pairs  of  cottages,  after  the  new  plan 
No.  2,  and  one  pair  after  the  new  plan  No.  5. 

Letters  were  read  from  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  Viscount 
Bracklev,  M.P.,  Revs.  Dr.  Gilly,  J.  G.  Bigg,  Sir  John  Seymour, 
Bart,  Woodhouse  Raven,  John  Venn,  and  J.  N.  Green- Armi- 
tage ;  also  from  J.  Wilkinson,  H.  D.  Seymour,  S.  Beltz,  R.  H. 
Vade  Walpole,  J.  Timms,  Sydney  Smirke,  Robert  Rawlinson, 
E.  H.  Fitzherbert,  Haskett  Smith,  Esqrs. ;  Messrs.  Stevens, 
Stable,  Filt,  Thompson,  Soyer,  &c.  &c. 


INDUSTRIAL  INVESTMENTS. 

Mr.  Slaney,  on  the  16th  of  April,  moved  for  a  select  committee  to 
eontider  and  suggest  meana  of  removing  obstacles  and  giving  facilities 
to  Mife  investments  for  the  savings  of  the  middle  and  working  classes, 
and  for  affording  them  the  means  of  forming  societies  to  insure  them* 
selves  against  coming  evils  frequently  recurring.     The  richer  the 
person  and  the  larger  the  investment  the  less  drd  it  cost  in  proportion. 
Now,  taking  a  man  possessed  of  5000/.  as  representing  the  richer 
class,  he  might  invest  that  sum  in  land  at  a  cost  of  only  27.  10«.  per 
cent.,  or  125/.     A  man  posse.ssed  of  only  500/.  might  represent  the 
middle  class,  but  the  investment  of  that  sum  in  land  would  cost  him 
10/.  per  cent.,  or  50/. ;  whilst  a  man  possessed  of  only  50/.  could  not 
invest  it  for  loss  than  20  per  cent.,  or  10/.     That  gave  the   humbler 
classes  a  strong  claim  to  relief  being  afforded  to  them  in  some  other 
mddeof  investment.     It  might  be  said  they  could  invest  in  the  public 
funds;  but  they  might  invest  when  the  funds  were   high,   and   be 
obliged  to  sell  out  when  the  funds  were  low,  and  thereby  lose  a  part 
of  their  capital.     There  was  already  an  example  for  what  he  proposed. 
The  other  day  a  large  lodging-house  for  the  humbler  classes  had  been 
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lablished  in  this  metropolis,  in  shares,  yielding  profit,  and  he 
lieved  that  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government  and  the 
iRDcellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  well  as  the  noble  lord  lately  at  the 
mI  of  the  Woods  and  Forests,  were  partners  in  it.  A  charter  had 
•o  granted  to  it,  and  it  was  being  carried  un  by  joint  capitaL  But 
)  local  improvements  which  he  proposed  could  not  at  present  he 
derlaken  without  a  separate  act  of  Parliament  in  each  case.  He 
imA,  then,  only  that  the  same  principle  should  be  applied  in, 
m  ORM  as  was  applied  for  the  landed  gentry  a  short  time  since 
r  the  enclosure  of  commons,  at  a  comparatively  small  expense. 
i  did  not  ask  the  Government  to  give  anything,  but  to  afford  to 
i  humbler  classes  the  means  of  a  safe  investment  for  their  small 
rings.  If  the  Government  thought  his  motion  was  too  extensive, 
d  rsfitsed  it,  he  trusted  they  would  consider  the  subject,  for  he  felt 
ttfidRRt  that,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  middle  and  humbler 
issesj  and  attaching  them  to  this  country,  nothing  was  of  more  con* 
laeoce  than  to  give  them  every  facility  for  the  safe  investment  of 
iRl  they  had  obtained  by  their  labour  and  diligence. 
Mr.  Labouchebe  had  great  pleasure  iti  stating,  he  did  not  feel  it 
eessRry  to  oppose  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend.  No  one 
aid  doubt  that  the  object  of  his  honourable  friend  was  of  the  utmost 
iporiRnce,  and  he  thought  it  probable  that  the  committee  might 
itain  valuable  information  on  various  topics  connected  with  it ;  at 

0  ssme  time,  some  of  those  topics  were  of  great  difficulty.  He 
;sssd  with  his  honourable  friend  that  it  was  of  great  consequence 
r  industrious  persons  among  the  humbler  classes  to  have  greater 
Bililies  than  they  now  possessed  of  investing  their  savings  in  an  easy 
id  asfe  manner,  and  he  should  be  glad,  by  every  means  in  his 
>wer,  to  remove  the  obstacles  to  carrying  out  that  object.  The 
(fRirjTy  however,  would  involve  serious  questions  connected  with 
m  hiw  of  partnership,  upon  which  point  he  would  refer  to  the  evi- 
Miss  given  by  many  of  the  most  eminent  men  in  the  mercantile 
orld  before  the  committee  of  1837.  But  he  would  suggest  to  bis 
>o.  friend  the  propriety  of  altering  the  terms  of  his  motion,  as  the 
ttsr  psrt  of  it  was  not  very  clear.  The  first  part  of  it  was  for  a 
leei  committee  to  consider  and  suggest  means  of  removing  ob- 
aeles  and  giving  facilities  to  safe  investments  for  the  savings  of 
10  middle  and  working  classes,  and  so  far  was  clear  enough  ;  but 
10  latter  part  of  it,  ''  and  for  affording  them  the  means  of  form- 
g  societies  to  insure  themselves  against  coming  evils  frequently 
ieorring,"  was  obscure.  The  hon.  member  had  better  omit  the 
ords. 

Mr.  P.  Howard  hoped  the  committee  would  direct  its  attention 

1  tho  removal  of  the  difficulties  with  which  building  societies  had 
>  eontood. 

Mr.  Slaney  said  he  might  defend  the  phraseology  of  his  motion 
r  high  authority. — *^  Coming  events  cast  their  shadowii  before 
oai;"  but,  nevertheless,  he  would  omit  the  passage  which  had  been 
ijooltd  to. 

The  motion,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

f2 


SMALL  TENEMENTS'  RATING  BILL. 

A  Bill  is  now  before  the  House  of  Commons,  having  for  ita  object 
the  rendering  liable  to  Poor  and  Highway  rates  the  owners  as  well 
as  tlie  occupiers  of  all  tenements  under  the  annual  value  of  aiz 
pounds.  The  merits  and  demerits  of  this  measure  have  been  folly 
discussed  in  a  pamphlet  by  G.  Poulett  Scrope,  Esq.,  M.P.,  from 
which  we  make  the  following  extracts,  believing  that  the  sabjeet  is 
one  of  considerable  importance  both  to  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
cottage  property,  and  may  have  an  extensive  influence  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  labouring  classes. 

"  Two  arguments  arc  brougiit  forward  in  support  of  the  proposed  j 

change.  First,  that  it  is  not  fitting  that  any  class  of  real  property 
should  escape  contribution  to  local  taxation.     Secondly,  that  there  is  ^^ 

great  difRculty  and  trouble  in  ascertaining  who  is  able  to  pay,  and  ^^^ 

wlio  not,  and  also  that  much   partiality  and  abuse  prevails  in  the        ^^ 
excusing  of  the  poor  occupiers,  jobbing  house-owners  contriving  to       ^:^j 
get  their  tenants   excused,  and  obtaining   excessive  rents  in   con-     ..^  ^.^ 
sequence.  _ 

^  Those  who  oppose  the  bill  admit  that  these  difficulties  and  abuses.^^  ,^^ 
do  exist  under  the  present  mode  of  excusal ;  but  they  urge  that  the^^  ^^.^ 
true  way  to  put  an  end  to  them  would  be  to  draw  the  line  broadlj^^  ^^ 
between    those  occupiers  who  should  be  excused,  and  those  wh(^    ^.^ 
.  should  not,  by  adopting  the  same  simple  and  just  principle  of  exemi 
tion,  which  is  employed  in  the  case  of  other  taxes,  such  as  the  incomi 
tax,  the  window,  house,  and  assessed  taxes ;  that  is  to  say,  by  exempt 
ing  altogether  the  occupiers  of  houses  below  a  certain  annual  valui 
This  might  be  the  six  pounds  yearly  value." 

*^  Now  the  Bill  before  Parliament  proceeds  on  the  admission,  tl 
the  occupiers  of  houses  of  this  low  value  are  unable  to  pay  rat 
from  which  it  ought  surely  to  follow  on  the  principle  of  rati 
expressly  laid  down  in  the  43rd  Elizabeth,  namely,  the  ability 
occupiers,  that  they  ought  to  be  altogether  exempted.  luHtead 
which  the  Bill  proceeds  to  make  the  otoners  liable  in  the  first  instan 
but  maintains  the  power  of  distraining  the  occupiers'  goods  for 
rate. 

<<Thus  the  occupier  is  not  to  be  excused,  but  the  owner  is  ncmas^ile 
jointly  liable  with  him,  in  order  to  secure  the  collection  of  the  w^^^mie, 
which  it  has  been  found  impossible,  in  the  case  of  about  a  millio  wmm^  of 
tenements,  to  gather  from  the  poor  occupiers.*' 

**  But  this  Bill,  if  carried  into  a  law,  must  have  the  efifect  of  male   ^ag 
cottages  and  the  dwellings  generally  of  the  labouring  population  aaaotf 
the  ])oor,  still  dearer,  scarcer,  and  more  inadequate  to  their  wB'w^it, 
both  physical  and  moral,  than  they  are  at  present.     It  is  admi^   tetf 
universally  that  the  existing  house-accommodation  of  these  dasse^^iif 
most  insufficient — that  the  evils  resulting  from  the  consequent  o^^'er* 
crowding  of  families,  and  often  of  more  families  than  one,  into  hoi-iwi 
containing  only  a  single  bed-room,  ijnd  very  deficient  in  spacfr      «• 
])rovision  for  health  or  decency,  are  of  the  most  injurious  charac^  ter, 
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not  only  to  the  poor  themselves,  but- to  society  at  large,  directly 
creating  a  vast  amount  of  disease,  pauperism,  immorality  and  crime, 
which  might  and  would  be  avoidable  if  these  classes  were  better 
rapplied  with  house-room." 

**  If  the  repeal  of  the  tax  on  bricks  of  which  cottages  are  built  will 
operate  (as  no  one  disputes  it  will)  as  a  benefit  to  the  poor,  by  en- 
coaraging  the  building  of  cottages,  surely,  d  fortiori,  the  imposition 
of  a  tax  on  the  cottages  themselves,  to  be  paid  by  the  owners,  must 
have  the  opposite  effect,  by  discouraging  the  building  of  cottages. 
'  ^  The  landowner  who  is  meditating  the  erection  of  decent  cottages 
for  the  occupation  of  the  labourers  who  work  on  his  estate,  will 
surely  be  induced  to  pause,  or  at  least  will  enter  less  warmly  into  the 
natter,  if-  he  is  to  be  made  to  pay  all  the  parish  rates,  however  low 
the  rent  he  may  obtain.  But  whatever  wealthy  and  benevolent  land- 
owners may  do  in  this  way,  the  chief  supply  of  houses  for  our 
increasing  labouring  population  must  always  be  provided  by  those 
who  build  for  profit — ^speculating  builders,  as  they  are  often  called. 
And  can  any  one  doubt  that  they  must  be  disinclined  from  investing 
their  capital  in  this  manner  by  being  made  liable  to  the  rates,  whether 
they  get  their  rents  paid  or  not  ?*' 

*'  One  of  the  most  usual  arguments,  adduced  in  favour  of  making  the 
owners  of  cottages  liable  to  rates,  is  the  inordinately  high  profits  said 
to  be  obtained  by  '  speculating  builders'  of  this  class  of  houses.  But 
h  the  fact  so  ?  Every  landowner  well  knows  that  Jie  cannot  make  a 
rmnnnerative  rent  from  the  cottages  he  builds.  They  are  notoriously 
considered  as  the  very  worst  species  of  property;  and  if  extraordinary 
profits  were  really  obtainable  anywhere  for  a  time  by  cottage* 
Iniiiding,  the  competition  of  rival  speculators  must  of  necessity  very 
shortly  bring  them  down  to  the  usual  rate  of  profit  on  building 
investments." 

^I  have  before  me  well-authenticated  details  of  several  large 
cottage  properties  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  from  which, 
after  allowing  for  these  and  other  necessary  deductions,  such  as 
insurance,  land-tax,  property-tax,  and  ground-rent,  not  more  than 
from  two  to  three  per  cent,  upon  the  outlay  has  been  obtained  on  an 
average  of  several  years  by  the  proprietors." 

''If  the  builders  or  owners  of  houses  have  to  pay  a  tax  upon  them, 
they  must  charge  the  tax  in  the  price  or  rent  of  their  houses,  just  as 
a  dealer  in  tea,  sugar  or  coffee  must  charge  to  his  customers  the 
taxes  he  pays  on  these  articles,  or  they  could  not  continue  to  supply 
them.  And  they  will  in  the  long  run  obtain  the  repayment  of  the 
tax  in  this  form  from  their  tenants  or  purchasers,  for  the  reason  that 
the  demand  of  an  increasing  population  for  house-room  must  go  on 
increasing,  and  will  raise  and  maintain  the  rents  (or  price)  of  houses 
op  to  the  level  of  the  terms  on  which  alone  that  demand  can  be 
profitably  supplied."  # 

<'  How  the  Legislature  might  act  in  that  opposite  direction  has 

beeB  briefly  suggested  already.     Small  tenements  under  a  certain 

value  might  be  wholly  exempted  from  rates,  applying  to  th<*ni  the 

jost  principle  which  pervades  our  fiscal  policy,  which  exempts  incomes 
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below  a  certain  value  from  income-tax,  establisbmentA  below  a  oerUin 
scale  from  assessed  taxes,  bouses  below  a  certain  scale  from  windoWy 
and  formerly  from  bouse-tax." 

<'  I  believe  that  the  improvement  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poorar 
classes,  which  would  immediately  begin  to  take  effect  upon  the 
removal  of  the  direct  taxes  on  them,  would,  by  improving  the  com* 
fort,  the  health,  and  the  morals  of  these  classes,  not  only  teod*  but 
almost  immediately  operate,  to  diminish  pauperism  and  the  poor-nitee 
in  a  degree  far  beyond  the  ratio  in  which,  if  undiminished  in  amoosti  , 
their  burden  would  be  augmented  upon  the  smaller  number  of  rate- 
payers who  would  have  to  contribute  to  them. 

*<  It  would  be  in  itself  a  sanitary  measure  of  universal  operatioa 
and  great  infiueoce.  Indeed  the  exemption  might  be  made  ooa* 
ditional  on  sanitary  precautions  and  arrangements,  as  was  propoaed 
in  the  several  bills  which  have  been  brought  forward  for  the  par* 
pose." 

**  And  this  is  not  mere  speculation.  There  is  no  want  of  the  light 
of  experience  to  guide  our  anticipations  of  the  results  In  Liverpool, 
as  in  some  other  towns  also,  a  Local  Act  was  obtained  a  few  yetta 
since  (in  1832)  by  the  ratepayers,  to  do  within  the  limits  of  that  great 
and  populous  city,  precisely  what  the  Bill  now  before  Parliamant 
proposes  to  do  generally  in  every  town  and  parish  through  tha 
country ;  that  is,  to  rate  the  owners  of  all  houses  under  a  certain 
value,  instead  of  the  occupiers.  Its  effect  was  so  greatly  to  svfell  the 
pauperism,  and  consequently  the  Poor  rates  of  the  town,  through  the 
pressure  it  occasioned  upon  all  the  poorer  classes,  who  had  been 
previously  excused  from  payment  of  rates,  and  whose  rents  were».of 
course,  immediately  raised  by  their  landlords  to  epable  them  to.  pay 
the  new  tax  imposed  upon  them,  that  the  ratepayers,  after  a  triu  of 
three  years,  unanimously  agreed  to  apply  to  Parliament  for,  and  in 
fact  obtained  at  mnch  cost,  a  new  Act  to  repeal  the  former,  and 
restore  the  original  state  of  the  law  and  practice  of  the  city,  whioh 
was,  and  still  is,  to  exempt  from  rates,  not  individtuils  on  the  aoort 
of  proved  poverty,  but  the  entire  class  of  occupiers  of  tenements 
under  a  certain  value.  And  the  result  of  this  return  to  their  former 
practice  was  a  great  reduction  in  the  rates.'' 

<*  Those  country  gentlemen  who  have  studied  the  recent  Reporta  of 
the  Settlement  Commissioners,  or  who  have  opened  their  eyea  to 
what  is  going  on  in  their  own  neighbourhoods,  must  be  aware  that 
with  a  view  to  that  cheaper  and  improved  system  of  field-coltoreb 
which  is  indispensable  to  enable  our  agriculturists  to  compete  with 
the  foreigner,  a  better  supply  of  dwelling-houses  is  needed  for  agri- 
cultural labourers,  on  the  spot  and  close  to  their  work.  It  is  owing 
only  to  the  unhappy  tendency  of  the  law  of  Parish  Settlement  that 
the  cottages  in  close  parishes  have  been  generally  pulled  down,  or 
allowed  to  decay,  and  the  laboiyj^rs  driven  to  reside  in  other  pariahei^ 
at  a  distance  from  the  scene  of  their  daily  labours ;  to  which  thqr 
arrive  exhausted  by  a  long  walk,  and  physically  unable  to  afford  foU 
value  to  their  employers  for  the  wages  paid  to  them." 

'<  Supposing  the  line  of  exemption  from  local  taxation  to  be  drawn 
at  the  occupation  of  a  dwelling  of  6/.  annual  value  (as  in  Mr.  Halsey's 
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BUILDING  AND   ENGINEERING  WORKMENS' 
PROVIDENT  AND  AID   SOCIETY. 

Amongst  the  means  by  which  the  Society  for  Improving  the  Con* 
dition  of  the  Labouring  Classes  has  sought  to  promote  the  importaDt 
objects  for  which  it  was  constituted^  is  the  establishment  of  Friendly 
or  Benefit  and  Loan  Societies,  upon  sound  principles,  and  reporting 
the  results,  with  a  view  to  rendering  them  available  as  models  for 
more  extended  adoption.  Insurmountable  difficulties  have  prevented 
the  Committee  from  accomplishing  more  in  this  direction  than  the 
issuing  of  Rules  and  Regulations  for  Loan  Societies  and  Friendly 
Societies,  and  two  lectures  on  Deferred  Annuities. 

In  a  late  number  of  the  "  Labourer's  Friend,"  an  account  was  giTen 
of  a  meeting  held  at  the  Guildhall,  with  a  view  to  promote  the 
Establishment  of  a  Provident  and  Friendly  Society  for  Building  and 
Engineering  Workmen — a  very  numerous  body  of  the  labouring 
classes  in  all  large  towns.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  this  measure 
has  been  taken  up  by  the  leading  members  of  those  professions,  and 
we  refer  with  pleasure  to  the  annexed  report  made  by  the  Committee 
appointed  at  that  meeting  to  investigate  the  whole  subject,  and  trust 
that  the  fund  to  be  raised  by  donations  will  speedily  amount  to  sueh 
a  sum  as  to  place  the  Society  on  a  permanent  basis.  Our  honoran^ 
architect,  Henry  Roberts,  Esq.,  who  is  one  of  the  Committee,  will 
receive  the  contributions  of  any  of  our  readers  who  may  be  desirous 
of  promoting  the  establishment  of  a  society  which  we  trust  will  prove 
<<  a  model"  for  many  others. 

REPOBT    PRESENTED   AT   A   PUBLIC    MEETING   HELD  AT  BXBTER   HALLy 

2Qrd  April,  1850. 

In  the  fulfilment  of  the  duty  with  which  this  Committee  was 
charged  at  the  General  Meeting  of  Architects,  Engineers,  and 
Builders,  held  the  11th  December  last,  we  beg  leave  to  report, — 

That  we  have  had  numerous  meetings,  with  a  view  to  collect  facts 
and  statistics  on  the  practicability  of  establishing  a  Provident  and 
Friendly  Aid  Society  in  favour  of  Building  and  Engineering  Work- 
men. 

That  assisted  by  the  highest  professional  advice,  we  have  investi- 
gated the  statistics  of  lives,  previously  extracted  and  compiled  at  the 
Registrar-Generars  Office,  by  the  Builders*  Society.  We  have  also 
considered  the  various  forms  of  benefits  best  suited  to  the  workmen-— 
the  means  at  their  command — the  scale  of  premiums  which  might  be 
safely  relied  on  for  a  self-supporting  society — the  legal  liabilities  and 
the  Government  protection,  as  well  as  the  practice  of  similar  Institu* 
tions. 

We  have  further  thought  it  necessary  to  obtain  the  opinions  of  the 
workmen  themselves  with  respect  to  the  proposed  measure;  and 
accordingly,  by  invitation,  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  this  Hall  on 
the  25th  January  last,  to  discuss  the  four  propositions  contained  in  a 
prospectus  issued  with  the  invitation.  That  meeting  was  attended 
by  334  workmen,  who,  by  individual  declarations  and    unanimous 


THE  LABOUBER^S  FRIEND.  73 

resolutions,  expressed  their  cordial  acknowledgments  of  the  regard 
manifestedfor  their  interests.  .  A  desire  was  manifested  by  some  of  the 
Warkmen'Speahers,  that  they  should  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  propositions  among  themselves:  accordingly,  this  Hall  was 
retained  for  them,  and  they  met  on  the  1st  of  February,  when  the 
whole  question  was  fully  discuMcd,  there  being  no  less  than  541 
persons  present.  On  that  occasion,  a  Committee  of  thirteen  was 
appointed  to  confer  with  your  Committee ;  and  after  a  lengthened 
oooference,  on  the  Idth  February,  they  informed  us  that,  at  their 
PMic  MeeHngy  resolutions  were  passed  approving  generally  of  the 
propositions  set  forth  ;  but  expressing  a  fear  that  the  object  of  the 
second,  proposition,  (viz.,  Government  Deferred  Annuities,)  was 
scarcely  available  for  them,  being  beyond  the  means  of  the  great 
majority.  They  also  stated  that  it  bad  been  strongly  urged  to  graft 
a  General  Sick  Fund  on  to  the  scheme. 

We  feel  it  due  to  the  Committee  of  Thirteen  who  met  us  on  this 
Oecasion,  to  express  our  satisfaction  at  the  clear  and  straightforward 
Uanner  in  which  their  opinions  were  given. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Committee  felt  it  their  duty  to 
>*«view  the  steps  they  bad  taken,  and  the  reasons  which  had  influenced 
Ihem,  especially  with  reference  to  the  Sick  Fund  ;  and  having  fully 
c^oosidered  all  the  liabilities  to  which,  from  various  causes,  a  Sick 
ipQDd  is  subject,  even  under  the  most  carefully  constructed  rules  and 
]>ersonal  supervision,  when  watched  over  among  small  numbers  of 
xuen  all  residing  near  to  each  other ;  and  also  keeping  steadily  in 
'^iew  the  great  moral  and  social  objects  contemplated  in  this  move- 
snent,  viz. — to  encourage  self-dependence  by  habits  of  forethought 
&od  present  sacrifice,  and  in  so  doing  to  help  only  those  who  help  them- 
meEvee^  finally  resolved,  *^  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  attempt  to 
ausociate  a  Sick  Fund  with  the  other  objects  in  view." 

Before  proceeding  to  record  the  result  of  our  deliberations,  we 
desire  most  cordially  to  acknowledge  the   kind   and  efiicient  aid 
endered  to  us  throughout  our  proceedings  by  Mr.  Ansell,  the  well 
KDOwn  actuary. 

The  following  recommendations  are  now  made  by  the  Com* 
mittee  :— 
1st. — That  a  Fund  be  raised,  by  Donations  or  otherwise,  to 
be  called  **  The  Permanent  Fund,"  which  shall  be  increased 
until  the  interest  thereon  shall  be  considered  sufiScient  to  meet 
the  ordinary  working  expenses  of  the  Society. 

2ndly. — That  a  Fund  be  raised  by  Annual  Subscriptions, 
which,  together  with  the  interest  on  the  Permanent  Fund  whed 
It  shall  have  attained  its  maximum,  shall,  after  payment  of  all 
necessary  expenses,  be  applied  at  the  discretion  of  a  Committee 
of  Management. 

One  part  to  be  devoted  to  the  direct  encouragement  of 
Assurances  of  sums  payable  at  death  ;-^ 
Another  part  to  the  encouragement  of  Annuities  for  old  age ; — 
And  the  remaining  one-third  might  be  applied  generally,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society ;  but  may 
well  embrace  such  objects  as  the  assbtance,  by  way  of  loan  or 
gifti  to  those  who  from  lost  of  healthy  accidents,  or  want  (fworh. 
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should  be  unable  otherwise  to  keep  up  the  periodical  paymiMili 

under  the  two  previous  heads  ;  or  for  other  eucouragemeDU  to 

deserving  Workmen  or  their  families,  vyhofrmm  iUkealik  dr  lit 

unheaUhiness  of  their  occupation,  might  have  been  excluded  from 

the  Assurance  Fund,  and  had  not  adopted  the  Deferred  ADBuiiy 

Class ;  andi  if  the  Fund  should  permit,  other  objects  of  a  liko 

kind  might  be  included,  as  circumstances  should  present  them* 

selves  to  the  Committee  of  Management. 

To  carry  out  the  Assurance  Fund,  a  distinct  Inttitution  might  bo 

formed,  and  duly  enrolled  under  the  Friendly  Societies'  Act,  so  as 

completely  to  exonerate  the  Parent  Society  from  pecuniary  respoon- 

bility  as  respects  the  Assurances  themselves ;  although  the  Society 

would  still  be  able  to  pay  the  expenses  of  management,  and  offer  sock 

further  encouragement  by  way  of  bonus,  as  its  funds  might  permit. 

In  this  Fund  a  valuation  of  its  liabilities  and  assets  could  be  mado 
at  the  end  of  every  five  years,  and  any  iurplus  which  should  then 
appear,  or  a  determined  proportion  of  it,  could  be  divided  among  tho 
Members,  according  to  some  rules  to  be  made  by  themselves*  This 
arrangement  would  possibly  tend  to  make  the  Assurance  Fuod  a 
popular  one  with  the  Workmen  ;  while  the  fact  of  its  being  entirelj 
self-dependent,  would  give  them  a  clearly  defined  interest  in  guardiog 
it,  as  much  as  possible,  against  deception  or  fraud. 

The  principle  of  allowing  Workmen  to  make  Assurances  for  surnt 
at  death  by  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  down  at  once,  withoat 
entailing  on  them  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  Monthly  payments  as 
long  as  they  live,  might,  under  proper  regulations,  be  adopted,  mad 
would  probably  be  found  a  convenient  and  favourite  mode  of  makiog 
some  provision  for  wives  or  families. 

The  Deferred  Annuities  might  for  some  time  be  regarded  with  loss 
favour  than  the  Assurances.  This  is  the  more  probable,  becaoao  tlie 
Workmen  have  already  expressed  a  hesitation  to  adopt  these  An- 
nuities; but  the  setting  apart  the  same  actual  sum  annually  in  aid  of 
them  as  for  the  Assurance  Fund,  would  make  such  aid  more  effoolivo 
to  the'  individuals  taking  Deferred  Annuities,  and  so  ultimately  in- 
crease their  popularity.  It  is  suggested  that  the  agency  for  working 
this  Branch  shall,  as  with  the  Assurances,  be  conducted  yree  ^ 
expense  to  the  benefit  Members. 

If  the  scheme  thus  proposed  should  be  thought  by  any  to  bo  lets 
comprehensive  than  might  be  desired,  and  therefore  to  offer  fewer 
inducements  to  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  parties  most  interested 
in  its  success,  your  Committee  can  assure  you  that  no  pains  have  been 
spared  on  their  part,  in  endeavouring  to  ascertain  the  utmost  extmtt  to 
which  they  could  safely  recommend  an  attempt  to  carry  out  the 
various  plans  suggested  to  their  consideration.  And  they  are  fully 
persuaded  that  the  scheme  now  proposed,  when  brought  into  fuu 
operation,  will  prove  a  most  valuable  boon  to  the  deserving  Workmen, 
as  well  as  to  those  dependent  on  their  exertions. 

C.  R.  CocKBRELL,  Chairman. 
Gbosge  Wales,  Hon.  Secretary. 
17,  8x.  HBLBys  Placs,  aSH  Aprii,  1850. 

It  was  resolved  unanimoosly— 
«*  That  the  Report  now  read  be  reeeiTed  and  adopted,  and  that  a 
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Society  of  Architects,  Eugineers,  aDcl  Builders  be  formed, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  recommendations  therein 
contained. 
<'  That  the   following  gentlemen   do   form  the  Committee  of 
Management : — 

Messrs.  Angell,  Bunniog,  Cockerell,  Hardwicki  Penrose* 

Roberts,  Tite — ArcJUtects. 
Messrs.  Brunei,  Field,  Locke,  Rennie,  G.  Stephenson, 

Walk  er — Engineers, 
Messrs.  Baker,  Cubitt  T.,  Cubitt,  W.,  Grimsdell,  Leej 
Lawrence,  Piper — Builders. 
*'  And  that  subscriptions  be  forthwith  entered  into  towards  the 
Permanent  Fundy  and  that  W.  Cubitt,  Esq.,  M.P.,  be  requested 
to  accept  the  office  of  Treasurer." 


LODGING-HOUSES    FOR   THE  WORKING-CLASSES   IN 
EDINBURGH. 

BttiDEs  being  productive  of  beneficial  effects  in  a  moral  and 
sanitary  point  of  view,  it  has  now  become  an  established  fact  that 
lodging-houses  for  the  working-classes  may  be  made  profitable  in  a 
pecuniary  sense.  There  are  in  Edinburgh  three  establishments ;  one 
of  these  is  in  Cowgate,  and  the  second  in  Westport,  both  far-famed 
places  of  resort  for  travellers  of  the  lowest  class.  However  un- 
desirable such  localities  may  be,  it  seemed  to  be  a  matterof  necessity  that 
they  should  be  planted  in  those  districts  where  they  might  be  expected 
most  effectually  to  rival  the  old  lodging-houses.  These  two  housee 
are  for  men,  and  will  unitedly  accommodate  143  lodgers.  The  house 
for  females  is  in  Merchant-street,  and  affords  bed-room  for  76 ;  thus  . 
giving  an  aggregate  of  219.  During  the  year  ending  October,  1849, 
there  were  lodged  in  the  Westport  House,  17,125  persons;  in  the 
Cowgate  House,  25,408 ;  and  in  the  Merchant-street  House,  in  ihe 
five  weeks  from  the  time  of  its  opening,  1,013 — ^giving  a  total  of 
48,646.  The  receipts  for  this  acoomm^ation,  at  8d.  each  persoDf 
aaoiinted  to  502/.  Os.  9d.  This  sum  covered  every  expense  of 
■anegement,  both  direct  and  incidental,  and  left  a  surplus  of 
Ml  Qs.  8d.  on  the  Westport  House,  and  128/.  18s.  Sd.  on  the  Cow- 
gate House.  The  Westport  House  is  held  on  a  ten  years'  lease ;  the 
Cowgate  House  was  purchased,  and  is  held  in  trust  for  the  associa- 
tion, for  615/.;  and  the  Merchant-street  House,  which  had  been  to 
acellent  hotel,  was  bought  for  800/.  Subscriptions  were  raised  for 
the  pnrohase  and  fitting-up  of  the  property,  but  the  regular  ineome  b 
quite  adequate  to  meet  all  current  expenses,  and  provide  meant  for 
the  replenishment  of  furniture,  repairs,  &c.  &e.  How  desirable  it 
would  be  to  have  similar  buildings  in  other  large  manufacturing 
towns,  not  to  mention,  where  they  are  most  of  all  needed — in  the 
ttetropoKe.  The  houses  in  Edinburgh  have,  we  suppose,  been 
opened  by  the  society,  recently  established  there  for  the  building  of 
woriiBien's  houses.  There  were  colleeted  within  a  few  weeks  for 
this  society  1500/.,  and  a  row  of  houses  is  immediately  to  be  com- 
~  on  the  Leith-walk. 
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ABERDEEN   SOCIETY   FOR   THE   IMPROVEMENT   OF 
THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

A  SociEtY  has  been  formed  at  Aberdeen  for.  the  above  important 
object,  and  the  first  measure  they  have  determined  upon  is,  to  give 
prizes  for  the  best  Essays  on  the  subject,  written  by  the  working 
men  themselves,  with  the  intention  of  carrying  out  practically  any 
really  good  suggestions  they  may  contain.  The  following  notice  has 
been  sent  us,  and  we  are  happy  to  add,  a  sufficient  amount  of  dona- 
tions has  been  obtained  to  enable  the  Committee  to  offer  prizes  of 
10/.,  71,  41.,  and  21.     ' 

"  At  a  preliminary  meeting  of  parties  favourable  to  the  getting  up  of 
Prize  Essays,  on  the  Elevation  of  the  Working  Classes,  to  be  written 
by  bona  Jide  Working  Men  of  Aberdeen,  held  in  Mr.  Meston's 
Academy,  on  the  9th  of  March,  SherijQT  Watson  in  the  Chair,  it  was 
resolved — 

<*  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  complete  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments, and  thereafter  to  appeal  to  all  parties  favourable  to  the 
Elevation  of  the  Industrious  Classes,  for  Donations,  in  order  that 
Prizes,  of  adequate  amount,  may  be  offered  for  suitable  Essays; 
that  Mr.  Hutchinson,  of  the  Banner,  act  as  Convener ;  and  Mr. 
Wright,  of  the  Post-office,  as  Secretary." 

^'  The  Committee,  appointed  as  above,  have  now  to  intimate  tliat 
Professor  Blackie,  of  Marischal  College;  Jas.  Abernethy,  E2sq., 
Engineer,  Ferryhill ;  and  G.  B.  Bothwell,  Esq.,  Dean  of  Guildi  hare 
agreed  to  act  as  Arbiters  on  the  Essays." 


THE  PHILANTHROPIC  SOCIETY'S  FARM  SCHOOL. 

The  first  anniversary  of  the  Farm  School  established  by  this  society 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Redhill  and  Reigate  station  on  the 
Brighton  and  South-Eastern  Railways,  was  recently  celebrated 
at  the  London  Tavern,  Bishopsgate-street,  when  upwards  of  100 
gentlemen  sat  down  to  a  dinner  provided  on  the]  occasion.  Sir  J. 
Pakington,  M.P.,  presided,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  Freshfidd, 
the  High  Sheriff  for  the  county  of  Surrey,  Mr.  M.  Milnes,  M.P., 
Mr.  Seijeant  Adams,  M.  Ducpetiaux,  Inspector  of  Prisons  in 
Belgium,  &c.  After  the  usual  toasts,  the  Chairman,  in  proposing 
"The   Philanthropic  Society's   Farm    School,   and  success   to   it," 


gave  a  rapid  slcetch  of  the  establishment:  —  The  society 
instituted  in  1788,  for  the  reformation  of  youthful  offenders  by  rell 
gious  and  industrial  training.  Until  last  year  it  carried  on  its  opera- 
tions at  the  Asylum  in  St.  George's  Fields,  when  the  managers,  led 
by  the  example  of  the  celebrated  French  institution  at  Mettray, 
removed  from  London  to  Redhill,  and  transferred  its  manufactory, 
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wliere  only  sedentary  trades  could  be  carried  on,  to  a  farm,  where, 
being  trained  in  the  more  healthful  and  more  active  operations  of 
agricultural  life,  the  boys  could  be  efficiently  prepared  for  emigration. 
The  farm  consists  of  133  acres,  and  has  been  taken  on  lease  for  150 
years.     The  farm-house  accommodated  about  50  boys,  to  which  have 
been  added  a  chapel,  school-room,  and  two  houses;  each  capable  of 
receiving  56  boys.     Hitherto  the  undertaking  has  greatly  prospered. 
The  number  of  boys  at  the  school  is  84,  and  they  are  all  destined  as 
emigrants  to  our  English  colonies.     Provided  with  a  stout  smock- 
frock,  strong  boots,  leather  gaiters,  and  a  round  felt  hat,  thej  are. 
taught  to  be  indifferent  to  weather  and  work,  just  as  the  labourers 
x^'ho  direct  them,  without  minding  rain  or  cold.    Ten  very  promising 
lads  have  lately  been  sent  to  the  farm  by  Sir  George  Grey  from  the 
AVestminster  Bridewell.     Sir  J.  Pakington   rejoiced  at  this   recog- 
x^ition  of  the  utility  of  the  society  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Home 
X^epartment.     With  respect  to  the  receiving  of  lads  from  the  ragged 
s^chools,  he  doubted  the  expediency — at  all  events  in  the  outset  of  the 
society— -of  any  fusion   taking  place  between  those  who  were  the 
^i^bjects  of  charity  solely  from  destitution,  and  those  who  had  become 
^^bjects  of  charity  froni  having  been  led  into  crime.    The  society  was. 
xmaaking  a  great  experiment,  upon  the  success  or  failure  of  which 
"*«vould  depend  the  future  mode  of  dealing  with  juvenile  offenders  in 
^^  hia  country.     A  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  society  was  then 
^c*ead  by  the  Rev.  Sydney  Turner,  resident  chaplain,  from  which  it 
^^.ppeared  that  65  boys  had  been  admitted,  and  46  placed  out  since 
^^.pril,  1849 :  22  of  these  lads  had  left  the  Farm  School,  eight  of 
"^^pvhom  had  emigrated,  and  seven  had  absconded.    36  boys  emigrated 
'&:o  Algoa*bay  in  February,   1849;    favourable   accounts  had  been 
^^^eceived  of  kbout  two-thirds  of  them ;  the  excitement  in  the  Cap^ 
^^i^olony  on  the  convict  question  having  acted  unfavourably  on  the 
^.JDoys.     Of  the  19  lads  that  were  sent  to  Swan  River  in  August,  1848, 
^7  still  remained  in  the  colony,  13  of  them  maintained  a  good  cha- 
^^acter,  and  only  three  had  relapsed  into  criminal  courses.   The  society 
^  sad  assented  to  the  admission  of  some  of  the  older  and  more  deserving 
K  ^ads  from  the  ragged  schools  on  payment  of  the  cost  of  their  main- 
^  «nance.     The  report  gave  a  very  favourable  account  of  the  conduct 
^::^f  the  boys.     On  the  health  of  M.  Ducpetiaux  being  drunk,  that 
^^entleman  expressed  his  acknowledgments,   and   said   that  he  had 
^:^ad  opportunities  of  observing  the  working  of  penitentiary  systems 
>^^^  adopted  in  England,  in  Belgium,  in  France,  and  in  Germany,  and 
ie  was  convinced  that  of  all  the  different  systems  he  had  seen,  the 
st  for  the  reformation  of  young  offenders  was  the  agricultural 
jstem  as  established  at  Mettray,  and  now  at  Redhill,  by  this  society. 
K*he  secretary  announced  that  there  was  room  in  the  school  for  25 
acre  boys ;  but  the  expenses  of  the  Farm  School  being  considerable, 
^e  committee  would  for  the  present  require  some  payment  in  aid  of 
Mxe  support  of  all  fresh  admissions. 
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THE   LIVERPOOL   INDUSTRIAL    SCHOOLS    AT 
KIRKDALE. 

Tbe  erection  of  this  handsome  and  spacious  building,  situated  in 
Booth>lane,  Kirkdale,  near  Lirerpool,  was  commenced  in  Jone>  1848, 
and  completed  at  a  cost  of  upwards  of  32,000/.  The  stjle  it  Elin- 
bethan,  and  the  building  (from  the  design  of  Messrs.  Lockwood  ftod 
AUom,  of  London)  is  considered  one  of  the  principal  architeeCmml 
ornaments  of  the  vicinity  of  Liverpool.  The  whole  cost  of  the  eree- 
tion  was  borne  by  the  parish.  It  was  found,  for  some  years  prior  to 
its  establishment,  that  the  juvenile  pauperism  of  Liverpool  wm  fo 
largely  on  the 'increase  as  to  be  incapable  of  being  accommodated  ia 
the  workhonse.  It  was  accordingly  determined,  after  long  and  anxious 
debates  in  the  vestry,  that  schoob  shonld  be  erected  at  some  abort 
distance  from  the  towu,  where  the  young  children  thrown  upon  the 
parish  should  be  located  apart  from  the  adult  paupers,  and  instmoted, 
not  only  in  the  elements  of  a  plain  education — reading,  writing*  and 
arithmetic — and  in  their  religious  duties,  but  in  the  most  common  and 
useful  trades.  The  institution  was  opened  May  1,  1845,  and  eoni- 
menced  with  300  to  400  scholars  :  at  present  it  contains  1 123  childreOy 
of  whom  640  are  boys,  and  483  girls ;  the  number  is  limited  to  I  JdO« 
The  annual  cost  to  the  parii»h  for  their  support  and  education  is 
10,483/.  U.  9d,  The  result  of  this  experiment  has  been  liiglily 
favourable  in  extending  education  among  the  destitute  children  of  the 
town ;  but  it  has  not  been  to  relieve,  as  was  intended,  the  workhouae 
from  an  overflow  of  juvenile  pauperism.  The  workhouse  stili  eon- 
tains  upwards  of  300  children,  which  is  almost  as  many  aa  it  did 
before  the  Industrial  Schoob  were  founded.  The  trades  whicli  tlie 
boys  are  taught  are  tailoriqg,  shoemaking,  and  carpentering.  The 
girls  are  instructed  in  knitting  and  needlework,  in  washing,  ironing, 
mangling,  cooking,  and  general  household  work,  to  qualify  them  for 
domestic  servants.  For  such  of  the  boys  as  exhibit  an  inclination  to 
go  to  sea,  instruction  is  also  provided.  A  ship  has  been  erected  on  a 
portion  of  the  groubds,  where  an  old  sailor  teaches  the  aspirants  for  a 
maritime  life  the  work  required  of  young  sailors  on  their  first  few 
voyages — everything,  in  fact,  except  steering,  and  such  other  matters 
as  can  only  be  performed  upon  the  water.  The  boys  generally  aeem 
to  consider  it  a  privilege  to  learn  to  be  sailors  ;  and  many  of  them, 
under  the  tuition  thus  acquired,  have  been  qualified  for,  and  have 
obtained,  good  situations  on  board  ship.  No  coropubion  is  exeretaed 
upon  them  as  to  the  trade  which  they  shall  learn.  It  is  found,  that, 
next  to  the  sea,  the  tailoring  business  is  the  most  popular  among  them. 
On  the  day  of  our  vi^it  we  were  introduced  to  an  assemblage  of  about 
forty  young  tailors,  sitting  cross-legged,  in  the  appro%'ed  fashion,  and 
all  being  engaged,  under  the  superintendence  of  a  foreman,  in  mend- 
ing clothes  for  the  whole  establishment.  Their  labour  is  not  suffieiently 
skilled  or  valuable  to  be  employed  in  making  their  own  garments 
The  labour  of  the  female  part  of  the  establishment  is  turned  to  greater 
account ;  and  the  girb  not  only  mend,  but  make,  the  shirts  and  other 
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*<^^^^»  required  in  the  schools.     What  effect  the  annual  training  of 

*o  »^ri«^  ny  tailors  and  sempstresses  at  the  public  expense  may  have  in 

'atmrnar^  upon  the  slop  trade  of  the  town,  we  shall  not  inquire  ;  although 

^^^^    are  not  wanting  many  who  assert  that  its  inevitable  tendency  is 

•J*^^       further  to  overstock  a  labour  market,  so  cruelly  overstocked 

jf^^^i  J  as  not  to  afford  a  bare  subsistence  to  men  and  women  who 

***^^^^«  for  eighteen  hours  a  day.      The  establishment,  however,  is 

^^■■^^■■^bly  conducted,  and  is  a  model  of  order  and  cleanliness.     The 

^^y  ^    ftave  an  excellent  band,  and  have  made  such  proficiency  in  music 

*•    ^o     |>e  able  to  perform  several  favourite  airs  and  other  pieces  in  a 

^'^y     cn^ditable  manner.     The  schools  offer  so  many  advantages  to 

^^^^^'    children,  that  it  has  become  an  object  of  ambition  among  many 

-  55^^F*1«,  who  are  not  paupers,  to  get  their  children  introduced  into  it. 

^^^  _  *^      is  an  ambition,  however,  which  the  parish  finds  it  essential  to 

,^^^^^«%  under  the  penalty  of  being  overwhelmed  with  claimants,  and 

m^^    ^^^Ing  justly  charged  with  offering  a  premium  upon  parental  neglect, 

*^'-     X^ushtoUy  the  able  and  humane  stipendiary  magistrate  of  Liver- 

in  a  very  valuable  letter  addressed  to  the  Town-Council,  on  the 

of  February  last,  upon  the  question  of  juvenile  crime  in  the  towo, 

s    his  cordial  approbation  to  the  Industrial  Schools,  and  states  that 

knows  of  no  institution  which  has  done  more  good — whether  that 

^^^^^    be  estimated  by  the  blessings  it  has  conferred  upon  the  inmates, 

^»         ^^y  the  evil  it  has  prevented  to  the  community."     Mr.  Rushtou, 

^*^      whom  no  man  has  had  more  practical  experience  of  the  eviU 


a»t.w 
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^_      _  *^^^li  he  wishes  to  remove,  cites  in  his  letter  the  case  of  14  juvenile 
^^^*  "^^  i  nals,  whose  prosecution  and  maintenance  in  prison  cost  the  parish, 


^^ftcoessive   times,   no   less  a  sura  than  889^.  1^.,  independently 
S«ther  of  the  amount  of  their  depredations  upon  the  public  when 


f  prison  ;  and  earnestly  urges  upon  the  attention  of  the  Town- 

il  the  expediency  and  the  policy  of  going  to  th^  root  of  juvenile 

and  preventing  it,  by  means  of  education,  which  will  be  in  every 

^«        l^^ict  a  better,  and  what  to  some  minds  may  be  a  very  important 

^^^^^^<leration,  a  cheaper  process.      Mr.  Rushton  says:—**  By  the  3rd 

<^l^  ^^     ^th  Victoria,  cap.  90,  the  Lord  Cliancellor  of  England  may  assign 

-j^  'k^ersons  of  all  children  convicted  of  felony  to  the  custody  of  any 

^^^^^<:ins  who  are  willing  to  take  charge  of  them,  until  they  are  twenty- 

-j^^     ^ears  of  age.     Now,  if  the  Select  Vestry  of  Liverpool  will  appro- 

^l^\^^^  a  department  of  the  schools  at  Kirkdale  to  the  reception  of 

p^  **^4  ren  of  this  description,  and  if  the  Corporation  will  join  in  the 

^^^^^  »  we  shall  take  the  first  step  in  the  right  direction  in  dealing  with 

Ii^^*^^«.     If  this  plan  were  adopted,  I  should  send  the  children  whose 

I^^^^^Ty  I  have  detailed  to  you,  for  trial.     When  the  jury  found  them 

Ij^   ^  ■  ^  J,  and  the  conviction  was  recorded  by  the  consent,  of  the  learned 

^l^^^^rder  an  application  would  be  made  to  the  Chancellor,  and  the 

Yl  ^^^ren  would  be  assigned  to  the  care  of  the  institution.     1  am  oon- 

jj^^^^^d  that  the  costs  would  not  be  more  than  those  now  incurred  by 

^^!^    *"epeated  convictions  and  imprisonment  of  juvenile  offenders.     If 

1^    ^    pUn,  to  the  consideration  of  which  I  invite  your  serious  attention, 

3^^*^  adopted,  the  children  detained  would  in  the  first  instance  be 

^^^ted  from  the  children  in  the  Industrial  Schools,  and  only  trans- 
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uliufsftt.  A  K&pi*i  call!  La 
cicat  tsp  Make  a  profdr-ic^ic  :i>fl  W&i:  1  prcpcce  ta  jo«  i^  thai  tke 
GMacU  aad  Sefeet  Vcatrr  s&ill  zcaiicate  &  ecau£icsc«  to  coafer  witb 
tW  m^ptKnUA  oc  tikkt  t ::t;ect,  &n<2  uas  &  rep^ct  s&ooki  be  Bade  to 
cack  c^  tkwft  bo^I«.  I  *LftiL  cf  eo-~r>e.  be  ^appr  to  aiTe  aO  the  in- 
lonaatJMi  ia  bit  power ;  ai:d  I  feei  bopef^  ot  tiie  nssolt,  if  the  Lirer* 
pool  people  vili  Mt  abojt  ills  voHk  cf  merrr  vidii  a  portioa  of  that 
btoewiAtnt  eaerzj  «L:cb  tier  alvars  »hov  ia  the  eaiae  of  hamaaitj. 
If  thift  plaa  *boc.IJ  b«  idovitd,  and  exiecdcd  to  other  placet^  we 
•hoold«  ia  mj  opir«ioD,  in  tlaie*  abate  the  anxietr  respectxag  the  dia* 
poial  of  our  eon  nets  ;  for  we  fbocid,  I  hope,  deerease  the  anmber  of 
adalt  eriniaals/' 

The  Town-CoaDcil  Lare  uoaninioiislT  agreed  to  coasider  the  pro 
pontioo  of  Mr.  Riuhtoo,  and  to  hear  farther  eTideoee  opon  the 
Aobjeet. 


THANKSCIVINC    OFFERINGS. 

GnUrUnUitns  from  the  Clergy  —  eomUnmedfram  MarA  28. 

VLtf.  B.  S.  Bover,  part  ccllccticii,  St.  Muy  Mafdalene  wiih  St.  Gregoiy,  \f 

St.  PMJt Xll    S 

Be?.  T.  Faller,  ht.  Peter't,  Pii&llco,  pan  eoUectioii  on  ThanksgiTiiig  l}wy    90    0 

Donations  and  Subscriptions,  from  the  2Sth  ofMareh^ 
to  the  ZOth  of  April,  1850. 

aU( 


%•  IfeoM  rami  to  wliich  CD.;  U  preflxcd  are 

A  Friend,  per  IJenry  RoberU, 

Esq.,  F.H.A .'D.)X50    0     0 

W.  Jaa.  ThoiDpiion,  juo.,  Ksq., 
TootJng  romroon  .    .   (D.)  2(i     0    0 

liear-Adftiira]  Hope     (2nd  D.)  20    0    0 

llaakett  Smith,  Kf»q.,  Lloyd's, 

(D.)  10  10     0 

M n.  E.  £.,  per  Mr.  Pajne  Ash. 
ley,  Newbury   .    .    .    (D.>  10    0    0 

Tlioa.  Clemeota  Parr,  Ksq., 
Athencom  .    .    .    .     (D.) 

Mra.  Egerton,  St.  James's-nq. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Kenvon     .    . 

Mn.  Landon,  Cretcent,  Bath  . 

IL  K.  Farrer,  Esq.,  Jofan-st., 
(D.) 

Robert  A.  iromby,  Esq.  Win- 
wick,  Warrington  .... 

Right  Mod.  Earl  of  Cbichetter 


10 

0 

0 

:» 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

ReT.  J.  Oregson,  Ticarage,  Sal- 
ton  Courtney,  per  Mr.  Abing- 
don      

E.  B.  Wbeatley,  Esq.,  Cote 
Hall,  near  Dewabory  .     .     . 

Miss  Alexander,  Crouch-end    . 

Miss  C.  Minehin 


1  L 

1  m^ 

1  o 

1  m 


Per  Mr,  H,  Martin,  Agent. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Stanhope  .  .  2  O 
T.  Bnmbam,  Esq.  '....II 
Rev.  W.  M.  S.  Marriott  .  .  1  10 
Rev.  W.  H.  Wilberforee  ..10 
Col.  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Stratford  .  0  10 
J.  W.  Siratfoid,  Esq.  ...  0  10 
Rev.  R.  Shepherd       ....    0  10 

J.  Edmead,  Esq 0  10 

C.  Spencer,  Esq 0  10 


Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Savili,  at  his  Office,  No.  4.  Chandos  Street,  in  the 

Ht.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  pabUs' 
by  JoMM  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  whne 
C:ommnnications  are  to  be  addressed.— Sold  by  Seelcys,  Fleet  Street ;  Nisbet 
Co.,  Bemers  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  London. 


0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


W^t  %u'bomtv*&  ffvimXf. 


JUNE,  1850. 


»o.  LXXIII. 


£telo  ^txitfi. 


Price  Sd. 


SOCIETY   FOR  IMPROVING  THE  CONDITION   OF 
THE  LABOURING  CLASSES. 


COWTBITTS. 
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^if^^Kaaal  Meeting 82 
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L -street,  Bloomsbury  ....     83 
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Hints  on  the  Employment  of  Agricul- 
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Regulation  of  Savings  Banks  .  .  92 
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X>ROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  MAY. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand. 

Committee  met  on  Monday,   the    13th   May. — Present, 

*les  A.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.P.,  in  the  chair;  Rev.  S.  R.  Cattley 

Major  Little,  W.  Long,  E.  H.  Fitzherbert,  H.  Roberts, 

^.  Twining,  jun.,  F.  IL  N.  Glossop,  H.  Blanshard,  and  W., 

gson,  Esqrs.     Visitors,  Colonel  Lindsay,  and  C.  Lindsay, 


^■^le  minutes  of  the  8th  April  were  read  and  confirmed. 
^       -^^le  allotment  agent  reported  that  sixty  new  allotments  have 
^^^  made  by  the  Directors  of  the  South  Eastern  Railway  Com- 
^^^^^,  on  their  land  at  Ashford,  containing  about  twenty  poles 
^^'*^,  and  let  at  a  moderate  rent. 


al 


fo: 


-  he  Company  are  also  erecting  sixty  new  cottages,  with  three 
^ing  rooms  each,  similar  to  the  Society's  plans. 
W^lso  at  Sydenham,  about  forty  allotments  have  been  set  out 
,    '^    "^he  poor  of  the  parish,  on  glebe  land  belonging  to  Becken- 
^^*^^^.     The  quantity  of  land  to  each  is  about  twenty-six  poles, 
^^   let  at  the  rate  of  about  £2  per  acre. 

'•'^he  Sub-Committee  of  Dwellings  report  that  their  attention 
been  chiefly  occupied,  during  the  past  month,  with  pressing 


tU 


^^^^ard  the  contractors  of  the  Streatham-street  houses,  to  get 


^^^  completed ;  and  they  have  the  pleasure  to  say,  that  they 
^  Lzzm.  o 
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are  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness,  that  they  will  be  ready  for 
the  inspection  of  the  public  next  week. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  has  attended  two  meetings  of 
the  Tunbridge  Wells  Association,  and  that  they  have  receiTcd 
the  following  tenders  for  the  erection  of  three  pairs  of  cottages, 
after  the  new  plan  No.  2,  and  one  pair  No.  5 : — 


No.  2. 

No.  5. 

Mr.  Barrett    

...  £258  10     . 

— 

Messrs.  Mercer  and  Edwards 

...     250    0     .. 

..     280     0 

Messrs.  Chalkier  and  Son     

...     289     0     .. 

..     293  10 

Mr.  Scholes 

...     255     0     ., 

..     265     0 

Messrs.  Thorp       

...     245     0     ., 

..     264    0 

Letters  from  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  Revs.  G.  Southwell* 
W.  K.  Marshall,  E.  A.  Dayman,  Frederick  James,  Thos.  Fuller, 
Jas.  Ware,  and  Wm.  Gover ;  Lord  Ashley,  M.P.,  and  Sir  W, 
Colebroke;  J.  B.  West,  R.  Ward,  J,  Waithman,  S.  Comyn, 
R.  A.  Hornby,  W.  B.  Young,  Oliver  Farrer,  —  Gardner,  J. 
Williams,  W.  J.  Thomson,  J.  D.  Paul,  Thos.  Twining,  jun.,  and 
Henry  Roberts,  Esqrs.;  Messrs.  Bridges,  Mason,  and  Bridges, 
D,  Wright,  E.  A.  Stevens,  &c.  &c. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 
The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  held  in  St,  Martin's 
Hall,  Long  Acre,  on  Thursday,  the  6th  instant.  The  chair  will  be 
taken  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  M.P.,  at  two  o'clock. 


THE  WORCESTER  LABOURER'S  FRIEND  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held,  a  few  days  ago,  at  the 
Guildhall,  Worcester.  It  appeared  from  the  treasurer's  accoant  tbat 
there  is  a  balance  against  the  society,  and  a  hope  was  expressed  that 
the  public  might  be  induced  to  discharge  this  by  coming  forward  with 
subscriptions  or  donations.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr. 
Eaton,  the  treasurer.  We  hear  that  the  working  classes  are  very 
eager  to  obtain  allotments,  and  that  the  rents  are  generally  paid  up 
well.  The  manner  in  which  the  land  is  cultivated  is  carefully  looked 
to,  and  is  carried  on  very  satisfactorily.  Fifty-six  persons  hold  allot- 
ments, and  it  is  calculated  that  they  have  dependent  upon  them  ht* 
tween  300  and  400  children,  persons  having  the  largest  families  beiDg 
selected  as  those  requiring  such  aid.  It  is  hoped  that  this  deservinr 
institutiou  will  meet  with  the  public  support. 
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IMODEL  HOUSES  FOR   FAMILIES,   STREATHAM 
STREET,  BLOOMSBURY. 

*  ^*^fc  bouses  for  families  being  finished,  and  ready  for  occupation,  were 
®F*^*^  «d  for  inspection  on  the  20th  of  May.  They  have  been  visited 
|V  »acfc  any  persons  of  distinction,  among  whom  were : — The  Earl  Love- 
Jj^^^  »  Lord  Kinnaird;  the  Earl  and  Countess  Powis;  Lord  Radstock ; 
^^1^^ .  the  Hon.  Dudley  Pelham,  R.N.,  M.P. ;  Lady  Charles  Wellesley ; 
*^**^-  Charles  Lushington  ;  Lady  Simpkinson  and  Party;  Sir  S.  Vin- 
?p**  "^  H.  Whitshed  ;  Dowager  Lady  Hamilton  ;  Sir  James  Eyre,  M.D.; 
^'^^^j'n  Shirley,  Esq.;  Colonel  Angel ;  Major-General  Mercer  and 
^^^^'^Jf',  Mr.  Pollard  Urquhart,Craigaton  Castle;  Mr. Kenny,  Belgrave- 
^**^^t;  Major  Bell  Beverley;  Lord  R.  Grovesnor;  Sir  George  and 
^^^^y  Smart;  Lady  Verney  ;  Mrs.  Hope ;  Lord  Skermerdale ;  Bishop 
zjL^  St.  David's;  Marquis  of  Cholmondeley;  Earl  Waldegrave; 
?~^*^<|ui8  Azeglio;  Marquis  Ricci ;  Bishop  of  Gloucester  and  Bristol; 
*~^*  and  Mrs.  Robert  Hollond ;  Alfred  Seymour,  Esq. ;  Mrs.  Hoare; 
ir^^^ louse  Wigram,  Esq.,  and  Party  ;  Neile  Malcolm,  Esq. ;  Mr.  H. 
^  ^^  ^rs  and  Party  ;  Henry  Pownal,  Esq. ;  Captain  Roxburgh ; 
^^¥^^ain  Meek;  Captain  Bradfeet;  Captain  Houston;  Reverends 
S'*  ^^^idout,  D.  S.  O.  Dusantoy,  T.  Markby,  Charles  Lacy,  John  H. 
1^  ^^'^^'ell,  H.  Gotobed,  &c.  &c.  The  editors  of  the  principal  papers 
j^l^^  also  visited  them,  and  have  borne  testimony,  in  the  Morning 
M^^^  ^-^^^  *^®  Morning  Chronicle,  the  Daily  News,  the  Morning 
'^^^^^^^^^rtiser,  Belts  Weekly  Messenger,  &c.  &c.,  to  their  adaptation  to 
I^^J^  X^urpose,  and  to  the  excellent  accommodation  they  offer  to  the 
-^^—^^  miring  classes.  As  our  pages  will  not  admit  of  our  giving  the 
l^^^^^le  of  the  testimonies  from  the  public  press,  with  which  we  have 
l^.,^^*^  favoured,  we  have  great  pleasure  in  inserting  the  following 
^^  *^^  the  Morning  Chronicle,  which  contains  an  accurate  description 
^•^e  building  :— 

MODEL   HOUSES   FOR   FAMILIES. 

^^^  ^^-^pon  a  site  once  occupied  by  masses  of  ill-drained,  ill-ventilated> 

^2;^^^^^*^  houses — the  northern  suburbs,  in  fact,  of  what  was  formerly 

w^?     Hookery — there  now  stands  a  plain,  but  handsome  and  mas.sive, 

1^^  ^*  cling  of  very  considerable  size,  with  this  inscription  over  its  prin- 

"^^J  door-way  *•  Model  Houses  for  Families."      This  is  the   fifth 

^^■^lilishraent  erected  by  "  the  Society  for  Improving  the  Condition 

«     ^%ie  Labouring  Classes/'  and  is  considered  by  them  as  the  most 

^Porttot  of  their  undertakings,  presenting,  as  it  does,  a  model  for 

^^  erection,  in  localities  where  space  is  valuable,  of  a  building  suited 

^  the   accommodation  of  large  numbers  of    the  families    of  the 

•'^ixan  and  journeyman  class,  with  all  requisite  conveniences  for 

Itousehold  life  complete  in  each  dwelling,  with  a  perfect  system  of 

teDtilation   aod   drainage — managed   upon  the    newest    and    most 

Ifiprored  principles — the  building  arrangements  being  wonderfully 

Mflipaety  and  the  rents  at  which  wholesome,  airy,  and  convenient 
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premises  can  thus  be  let,  lower  than  the  average  sums  paid  for  %] 

airless,  lightless,  and  fetid  rooms  in  which  are  lodged  so  great  a  i  z::>i 

portion  of  the  operative  classes  of  London  and  of  England, 

On  entering  the  model  houses  from  Streatham-street,  the  vis  —z  ^m 
perceives  that  their  plan  of  construction  embraces  three  sides  oi 
oblong  square — that  all  round  the  quadrangle  thus  formed,  and  wtz^B^c^K. 
will  do  duty  as  a  drying-place  for  clothes  and  a  playing  place  for  c^  — ^  J 
dren,  rise  successive  open  galleries  or  corridors,  attained  by  \^^^  -  -S< 
general  staircases,  and  from  which  galleries  open,  in  long  ranges^  ^ 

outer  doors  of  the  different  tenements.  This  arrangement  ensi=L_-^*^ 
the  privacy  and  self-contained  nature  of  each  dwelling,  by  doing  gl'^^^^^^J 
with  the  necessity  for  internal  communication.     Each  gallery  is_   — -j^" 

fact,  a  covered  street,  and,  as  we  have  said,  the  rows  of  tenemg- — ■   ^^ 

open  upon  it  by  outer  doors,  so  that  no  more  communication  can  f-^^*^^"® 


place  between  two  separate  dwellings  than  between  two  neighbour^=^^  "^"^ 
houses  in  a  street.     These  corridors,  being  'roofed  in,  will  affon 
pleasant  promenade  in  wet  weather^  while  another,  and  probably 
still  more  favourite,  resort  will  be  the  flat  terraced  roofs  upon  V^ 
summit  of  all,  secured  by  parapets,  and  commanding  a  good  spe     ^ 
men  of  such  brick  and  mortar  views  as  can  be  obtained  over  a  crowd 
and  smoky  part  of  London. 

The  houses  arc  of  four  classes,  and  will  be  let  respectively  at  ^ 
5*.,  6s,,  and  6*.  6d,  per  week.     This  includes  every  charge, 
arrangements  of  all  the  abodes  are,  however,  nearly  similar,  tho 
ference  being,  except  in  two  or  three  instances,  one  as  regards  s 
not  number  or  disposition  of  rooms.    As  a  general  rule,  the  folio? 
is  the  arrangement  adopted  in  laying  out  the  apartments. 

The  whole  dwelling  is  an  oblong  square.  This  is  divided  len| 
wise  into  two  compartments,  one  somewhat  broader  than  the  ot:=: 
The  smaller  one  is  taken  up  by  two  bed-rooms.  The  larger  is  a  . 
mapped  into  two  sub-divisions,  one  of  which  forms  the  living 
cooking-room.  The  other  is  taken  up  by  the  lobby,  from  whieb.  ^:>iw 
of  the  bed-rooms  opens,  and  by  a  compact  arrangement  of  cupbo^at^C''^^^ 
scullery,  safe,  sink,  dust  place,  and  watercloset.  Entering  from  *-a« 
gallery  before,  you  pass  a  bed-room  on  your  right,  and  walk  into  ^^ 
commodious  sitting-room,  from  which  another  bed-room  opens, 
on  the  right.  Turning  round,  with  your  back  to  the  windoir* 
then  see  three  doors — one  of  them  that  by  which  you  have  pas^ 

the  middle  one,  leading  to  the  scullery  and  its  dependencies;  and '^ 

third,  to  the  righti  opening  into  a  capacious  store-closet.     The  s^^^^ 
of  the  rooms  in  one  of  the  best-class  dwellings  are  as  follows :  h'W    ^^f* 
room,  15  ft.  6  in.  by  10  ft.  2  in. ;  best  bed-room,  12  ft.  6  in.  by  ^^      ^ 
2  in. ;  second  bed-room,  10  ft.  by  8  ft.  6  in.     In  the  living-room  S^  •^.* 
small  and  compact  cooking-range,  including   a   boiler.    .Water  ^ 

plenty  is  laid  on  over  the  sink  and  in  the  closet.     The  dust  »  flc^  ^^ 
into  a  perpendicular  shaft,  like  a  chimney,  and  falls  into  a  rcceptiP-^f* 
in  the  basement  story  ;  while  a  second  system  of  shafts,  commia  ^'* 
eating  by  means  of  sheets  of  perforated  zinc  with  the  different  roo^»'^ 
carries  off  the  foul  air,  and  supplies  a  fresh  atmospheric  current   i^^' 
the  rooms  are  floored  with  a  composite  stuff,  perfectly  porous  mo^ 
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■y^EDdthe  doors  are  stained  by  means  of  a  composition  which  sinlu 
>  ^deeply  into  the  wood  as  only  to  be  removable  by  a  plane. 

TXThua  each  tenement  is  in  itself  a  snug,  little,  self-contained  house. 
Es^re  is  no  danger  of  fire,  the  whole  building  being  composed  of 
oxBe,  brick,  and  iron.  Ingenious  arrangements  have  also  been  made 
i*^»  the  view  of  deadening  sound,  and  preventing  the  percolation  of 
mAmr  through  the  floors. 

^3o  much  for  the  houses.  Beneath  them  there  is  a  sunk  basement 
^Ty*  Upon  one  side  of  the  quadrangle  this  is  occupied  by  a  range 
^  ^^^ulted  apartments,  intended  to  be  let  as  workshops.  Upon  the 
*0€>iid  side  it  will  be  partly  taken  up  by  a  bakehouse,  common  to  all 
t^  Inhabitants,  and  by  a  depot,  from  which  coals  will  be  retailed  to 
•^■n.at  fair  rates ;  while  upon  the  third  side  there  is  a  bath,  with  hot 
><1  ^cold  water  continually  laid  on,  and  a  series  of  laundries  and 
•^■■iog-rooms,  to  which  the  women  will  have  free  access,  in  which 
^Y  'Will  find  ample  conveniences,  and  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  banish 
^  ^>^ashiDg-day  disagreeabilities  from  home.  In  the  open  quadrangle 
■^^^cr  the  balustrades  of  which  you  look  down  upon  the  range  of 
ittenicnt  workshops,  and  from  the  area  of  which  you  look  up  to  the 
'^^^^e»sive  ranges  of  corridors  above  you — are  planted  poles  for  drying 
^•fces.  The  space  is  paved  with  hard  composite,  and  is  duly  pro- 
••©fl  -with  gutters  to  carry  off  rain  water.  We  would  suggest  the 
^^^iion  of  a  good  striking  clock  in  a  niche  of  the  wall  which  forms 
'•  ft>urth  side  of  the  quadrangle,  where  it  could  be  seen  from  the 
^^^^  door  of  every  tenement.        ^ 

p^^  ia  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature 
i  ^''^^y  ^°  connexion  with  the  plan  of  this  institution.  The  rents, 
•J**out  counting  those  from  the  shops  in  the  basement  story,  are  cal- 
^■^Mefi  to  pay  at  least  five  per  cent,  upon  the  money,  nearly  8000/,, 
^^^ted  in  the  building,  while  the  relations  between  the  occupants 
^^  the  originators  of  the  institution  are  simply  those  of  landlord  and 
^^'^t,  the  obligation  being  mutual.  The  model-houses  start  under 
^  ?^t  auspices.  There  is  accommodation  provided  for  forty-seven 
^^%e8»  and  the  number  of  applications  is  already  one  hundred  and 

^^^^s  we  stood  upon  the  roof  of  the  Streatham-street  building  the 
*J^^r  day,  and  looked  down  upon  the  crowded  houses  of  George- street, 
^*^ing  through  the  open  windows  glimpses  of  their  squalid,  filthy, 
?|^  Unwholesome  interiors,  crowded  with  slatternly  women  and  ragged 
^jjiren,  it  was  impossible  not  to  contrast  the  habits  which  may  natu- 
Jj*y  be  expected  to  arise  from  dwellings  provided  with  every  conve- 
l^^^ce  for,  and  incentive  to,  cleanliness  and  proprete,  with  those  which 
^^  Were  actually  gazing  upon,  as  the  fruit  of  inconvenient,  ill-built, 
?^irded,  and  unhealthy  dwellings.  Upon  the  very  spot,  we  were  in- 
^^med,  where  the  best  class  tenements  of  the  fhodel  now  stand,  there 
j^^merly  existed  one  small  house,  in  which  pigged  together  eighty-five 
^  W  Irish." 

We  would  very  earnestly  recommend  a  visit  to  the  model  houses  at 
^tieatham-street.  We  cannot  but  imagine  that  similar  structures 
^oaldi  in  many  localities,  be  found  excellent  and  safe  investments  for 
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moDey,  while  the  eapitalitt  would  have  the  satisfmetioii  of  Uriokiag »  — 

that,  while  he  was  senriDg  his  own  interests,  he  was  at  the  sane  time  ^^^ 

materially  aiding  in  the  social  advance  of  the  working  eommmiity.  —  ^ 

Other  ideasy  too,  may  spring  from  an  inspection  of  the  Streatham-  *— *^ 

street  model.     Why  should  not  some  such  principle  of  assoeiatioii  be  mlj^^ 

acted  upon,  so  as  to  provide  dwellings  for  the  middle  and  better  '~3v< 

classes  of  society,  as  much  superior  to  the  ordinary  houses  which  they  *^^^ 

DOW  occupy,  as  are  the  tenements  we  have  just  been  describing  to  the  ^^  m. 

class  of  buildings  which  make  up  the  mass  of  courts  and  alleys  in  mm  m 

London?     We  cannot  help  thinking  that  some   such  undertaking  -3^^ 

would  be  a  most  successful  monetary  speculation,  while  it  might  lay  ^^^^^i 

the  foundation  of  a  great  social  and   sanitary  change.     There  are  ^g^-^^ 

thousands  of  families  in  London,  paying  rents  of  from  80/.  to  60L  a  .^am 

year,  who  would  be  only  too  happy  to  exchange  the  incooTenient  .^  ^^  \ 

shares  of  houses  which  they  dccupy  in  the  heart  of  town,  or  the  out  .^  mm^ 
of  the  way  suburban  dwellings — often  mere  flimsy  brickwork  sheila— 
to  which  they  are  forced  to  resort  in  the  remote  outskirts  of  LoDdon— 
could  they  partake  in  the  advantages  of  some  such  scheme  as  we  have 


*^ 


.indicated.     The  thing  might  be  done  on  a  grand  scale — the  range 

of  building  might  form  a  metropolitan  feature  and  a  national  oma ,^^ 

ment,  while  every  resource  of  science  as  applied  to  domestic  arehilac^        g^^  ^^ 
tnrCy  every  sanitary  expedient,  and  every  refinement  of  househol^^^^^^^f" 
convenience  might  thus,  by  the  power  of  association,  be  put  withii^^K  ^  ^^O 
the  reach  of  the  professional  and  commercial  classes.     Why,  in  fae^^^^^  '^ 
might  not  families — ladies  and  children,  as  well  as  gentlemen— »eDJo^^^^^   ^ 
to  a  certain  degree  the  cheap  luxuries  of  the  clubs?     We  have  ae^^^^^    ^ 
kingly,  princely,  and  more  recently  club  palaces;  and  it  may  be  with     -^  ^J^'' 
the  range  of  possibility  that  family  palaces,  palaces  built  by  the  pow*    .^   ^^  '" 
of  association,  and  designed  by  that  power  to  place  at  the  dispoaal      »  ^ 

many  a  system  of  luxury  which  was  never  yet  enjoyed  but  by  the  frr^      ^ 
the  very  few — we  may,  we  say,  expect  yet  to  find  such  buildimy^^^  --^ 
pointed  to  as  a  new  and  grand  feature  of  an  improving  age,  an«l  ^% 

prosperous  and  advancing  people. 


Since  the  Streatham-street  houses  have  been  oommeai 
a  Harlow,  Esq.,  of  No.  2,  North  Bank,  Regent's  Park,  haa 
a  building  for  a  similar  object,  containing  eighteen  apartmeoti^  in 
New-street  Mews,  Dorset-square — viz.,  twelve  sets  with  one  bed*ro 
rent,  4$.  6<L  per  week ;  and  six  sets  with  two  bed-rooms,  at  ba» 
per  week.  These  apartments  are  furnished,  and  several  of  then 
tenanted.  The  total  cost  was  about  1500/.  Architect,  Mr.  Chi 
topher,  Hammersmith. 


(8TEWPONEY    ALLOTMENT    BECHER    CLUB    AND 
ENDOWMENT  SOCIETIES. 

Tn  ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  above  societies  was  held  on  Tua 
day,  the  21st  of  May,  at  the  Stewponey  Inn,  near  Stourbridge. 


/ 


TB£  LABOUBBB's  FRIEND.  87 

be  morning  the  members  formed  in  procession,  and  walked  to  Kinver 
oburch,  preceded  by  a  band  of  music,  and  an  excellent  discourse  was 
delivered  by  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Heale,  M.A.,  vicar  of  Wombourn. 
The  members  having  returned  to  the  Stew  pony  Inn,  about  200 
penK>ns  sat  down,  about  three  o'clock,  to  dinner,  which  was  served  up 
in  a  spacious  marquee  erected  for  the  occasion.  Among  those  pre- 
sent were  J.  H.  H.  Foley,  Esq.,  M.P. ;  H.  J.  W.  Foley,  Esq. ;  G. 
Bale,  Esq.;  Rev.  R.  Harris,  J.  VV.  Grier,  W.  J.  Heale,  R.  P. 
Tamer,  T.  Hill,  M.  Hill,  Messrs.  H.  Giles,  H.  A.  Belts,  B.  Williams, 
C.  Gates,  G.  CoUis,  T.  M.  Woodyatt,  —  Woodyatt,  jun.,  J.  F.  Lee, 
G.  Thompson,  —  Williams,  Corbett,  Smith,  Beddard,  Woodcock,  G. 
Thompson,  jun.,  C.  J.  Machin,  T.  Mellard,  &c.  Mr.  Foley,  M.P., 
presided. 

After  dinner  the  usual  loyal  toasts  were  given.     In  reply  to  **  The 

Bishop  and  Clergy,''  the  Rev.  J.  VV.  Grier  returned  thanks  and  said 

be  was  sure  that  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  the  dioceses  (Worcester, 

Lichfield,  and  Hereford,)  into  which  the  society  extended,  would  be 

•ver  ready  and  willing  to  promote  its  interests.     The  rev.  gentleman 

Aiade  a  humorous  allusion  to  the  evils  of  communism,  and  explained 

it«  absurdities.     As  one  of  the  members  of  the  club  he  felt  extremely 

^hjuous  for  its  welfare,  and  had  no  doubt,  based  as  it  was  on  firm 

ground,  that  the  society  would  become  more  and  more  vigorous,  and 

be  in  existence  when  other  societies  would  be  no  more. 

Mr.  Foley  next  rose  and  said — ''  The  toast  that  I  am  about  to 
t^ropose  to  you  is  success  to  the  Stewponey  Societies,  the  objects  of 
'^^bich  are  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes.     It  was 
^^ODsidered  desirable  to  have  one  regular  time  of  meeting  for  these 
Societies,  and  that  that  time  should  be  at  this  season  of  the  year,  when 
^^ire   may  usually  hope  for  fine  weather,  when   nature  displays   its 
^^reateat  beauty,  and  at  a  time  which  is  one  of  rejoicing,  and  par- 
ticularly so  to  the  labouring  classes.     I  trust  that  the  statement  I 
^hall  make  will  prove  that  the  societies  may  justly  lay  a  claim  to 
<ftiaviDg  been  eminently  successful  in  doing  good.      We  have  now, 
^^ritbio   a   small   fraction,  300  acres  of  land,  which  are  underlet  to 
!3400  labourers  at  the  same  price  that  farmers  would  give  for  it  in 
«^milar  situations.     This  is  not  the  time  of  year  to  judge  who  are 
Ifthe  best  cultivators  of  the  land,  and  it  is  intended,  as  the  Agricultural 
Society  has  been  given  up,  that  the  same  inspection  should  take  place 
^at    Michaelmas  as  formerly,  and    that    a    report   should   be  made 
^aDd  prizes  awarded  as  usual  by  the  sub-committee,  and  that  those 
^lenons  entitled  to  receive  them  should  do  so,  and  dine  with  us  on 
^e  following  Whit-Tuesday;    and  it  appears  to  me  that  societiei 
liaving   the  same   object  should   naturally  be   united  as  much   as 
poMible :  they  both  tend  to  better  the  condition  of  honest  and  indus- 
trious labourers — the  one,  by  giving  them  a  healthy  and  profitable 
•mployment  to  fill  up  their  leisure  hours;  the  other,   by  showing 
them  how  to  expend  the  money  obtained  by  that  employment  in  a 
safe  and  secure  investment,  to  provide  for  relief  in  sickness,  in  old 
•ge,  and  for  decent  interment  at  death  ;  and  happy  must  be  that  man 
who  avails  himself  of  the  means  thus  pointed  oat  to  him  of  so  6X« 
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maDly  feeliog  li  lost-*-he  feeU  himself  a  poor  man,  and  will  probaUj 
soon  set  bis  wits  to  work  to  obtain  all  be  possibly  can  from  the  pariah 
-^is  dignity  is  gone,  be  becomes  altogether  an  altered  charaofter, 
and  discontent  is  his  constant  companion.  Nor  is  this  at  all  surpria- 
iogy  for  in  truth,  nine  or  ten  shiliings  a  week  is  little  enough  to  main- 
tain a  man  with  a  wife  and  family;  yet  with  this  small  pittance,  if 
provided  with  a  good  garden  adjoining  his  cottage,  at  a  fair  (not  low) 
rent,  an  honest  and  industrious  labourer  will  bring  up  a  family  with 
cheerfulness;  and,  unless  visited  with  affliction  or  misfortune,  will 
never  degrade  himself  by  applying  for  parochial  reU^^  but  will,  from 
this  small  income  (and  this  is  not  an  un frequent  occurrence^  give 
something,  in  chanty  to  his  poorer  neighbours. 

A  very  great  mistaice  is  made  in  altering  the  labourer's  wages 
according  to  the  price  of  coru  :  this  of  itself  breaks  down  his  inde* 
pendence,  makes  him  think  he  is  poor,  and  sours  his  mind.  Then 
the  question  is.  How  is  this  to  be  met,  so  that  he  may  have  sufficient 
when  wheat  (which  is  his  principal  subsistence)  is  100«.  per  quarter, 
and  only  so  much  as  the  master  can  afford  when  it  sells  at  40«.?  My 
practice  boa  always  been  to  pay  my  men  in  icind  as  far  as  possible, 
thus :  giving  a  regular  supply  of  wheat,  according  to  their  families, 
at  4dtf.  per  quarter,  allowing  to  a  single  man  one  bushel  per  month, 
and  progressively,  in  proportion  to  the  number  in  the  family,  to  one 
bushel  per  week.  This  has  been  objected  to,  as  a  temptation  to  rob 
the  barn  or  granary.  A  master  ought  never  to  allow  such  a  suspicion 
to  cross  his  mind,  or  at  any  rate  to  be  harboured  there,  as,  if  he  do, 
he  is  liable,  at  some  time  or  other,  to  give  expression  to  it,  when  the 
labourer  at  once  looks  upon  his  master  as  his  enemy,  whereas  he 
should  always  be  encouraged  to  regard  him  as  his  sincere  and  con- 
stant friend* 

Payment  in  kind  is  really  a  most  advantageous  plan,  both  for  th 
farmer  and  the  labourer;  and  this  I  had  strongly  exemplified  a  fa' 
weeks  since.     On  telling  my  foreman  (who  has  been  with  me  thirt'^ 
years,  and  has  brought  up  a  large*  family  without  parochial  aid)  thai 
I  wished  him  to  come  to   our   Farmers'  Club,  and  state  what  h< 
thought  of  finding  wheat  at  a  fixed  price,  he  begged  of  me  not  tc^ 
alter  my  plan,  giving  as  a  reason,  that  he  always  had  a  loaf  of  breach 
on  a  Saturday  night,  whereas  he  knew  that  some  of  his  neighbours* 
who  earned  much  more  money,  were  often  without. 

I  give  a  statement  of  fourteen  weeks'  earnings  of  this  man,  wjt& 
the  mode  of  payment.  His  wages  for  that  time  were  7/.  2$.  6d,  paid 
as  follows : 

12  bushels  of  wheat  at  6^ £3  12  0 

Kg 0  19  0 

3  bushels  of  peas  at  4^ 0  12  0 

16  lbs.  of  cheese  at  6^^. 0  8  8 

Cash 1  10  9 


£7    2    5 
The  item  of  cheese  is  very  important,  as  the  labourer  pays  for 
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a  shed  until  wanted  again.  He  wanders  through  the  place  at  first 
with  a  feeling  of  sorrow,  then  of  sharae^  then  of  misery  and  repiniDgt 
and  ultimately,  perhaps,  proceeds  to  demands  and  threats.  Having 
been  reduced  to  want  and  beggary,  he  deplores  his  poverty,  weeps 
over  his  wife  and  children,  and  gives  himself  up  to  despondency.  The 
evil  of  turning  off  labourers  is  a  grievous  one ;  and  it  would  be  well 
to  remember,  that,  whatever  be  the  result,  the  master  is  more  or  less 
accountable. 

A  kind  feeling  should  be  cultivated  by  the  master,  and  the  men 
will  never  abuse  it.  I  speak  generally,  for,  of  course,  among  so 
many,  some  bad  ones  will  be  found ;  but  many  become  so  in  conse- 
quence of  wrong  management  on  the  part  of  the  master. 

But  to  return  to  our  subject.  A  great  evil  to  be  remedied  is,  the 
want  of  suitable  accommodation  in  the  labourer's  cottage,  in  which* 
generally,  there  is  but  one  sleeping-room  for  father,  mother,  boys,  and 
girls.  This  is  very  injurious,  and  ought,  where  it  is  possible,  to  be 
altered  even  in  old  cottages :  in  building  new  ones,  there  can  be  no 
excuse  for  such  a  defect.  I  have  lately  been  building  some  at  a  very 
cheap  rate,  with  a  lower  room  12  feet  square,  washhouse  at  the  back 
6  feet  wide,  with  two  chambers  over ;  and  if  a  third  bed-room  be 
required,  by  having  the  entrance  through  the  washhouse,  a  shut-np 
bedstead  might  be  placed  in  the  lower  room.  These  cottages,  fitted 
up  with  stoves,  shelves,  and  all  that  is  requisite,  if  built  two  adjamimp^ 
will  cost  60/.  each.  Then  the  rent  may  be  2/.  10«.  a  year,  with  a 
shilling  per  rod  for  good  garden-ground.  Thirty  rods  would  then 
make  a  rent  of  4/.  a  year,  which  is  all  that  the  labourer  can  afford  to 
pay.  The  advantage  of  a  good  garden  at  home  is  greatly  beyond 
that  of  a  distant  allotment.  As  soon  as  the  man  comes  home,  he  can 
set  to  work ;  and  when  he  leaves,  the  wife  can  see  to  the  family,  and 
keep  the  children  at  work :  but  this  is  not  the  case  with  an  allotment 
far  from  home.  Then  again,  the  manure  made  in  the  pig-sty  can  be 
harrowed  into  the  garden:  indeed,  everything  is  in  favour  of  a. 
garden  at  home. 

Another  great  boon  may  be  bestowed  upon  the  labourer's  family* 
in  the  shape  of  old  cast-off  clothes  and  shoes. 

And,  though  last,  not  least  is  the  solace  as  well  as  comfort  imparted 
to  the  labourer  and  his  family,  by  timely  and  kind  visits  from  the 
master  or  mistress  in  the  time  of  affliction.  Little  comforts  and 
nourishing  things,  sent  at  such  a  time,  are  always  gratefully  received ; 
and  such  times  afford  opportunities  for  counsel  in  various  ways,  which, 
if  rightly  embraced,  may,  under  Divine  Providence,  be  lastingly  blessed; 


ON  THE  BILL  BEFORE  PARLIAMENT  FOR  THE  REGU- 
LATION OF  SAVINGS  BANKS. 

(^Frotn  the  Mominy  Chronicle,) 

In  directing  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  some  of  the  details  of  the 
Bill  introduced  by  Government  for  the  regulation  of  Savings  Banksi 
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ire  IxcL^re  to  offer  one  remark  at  the  outset,  as  to  the  spirit  in  which  the 
qoes^Ion  ought  to  be  discussed.  Thi»is  not  a  Party  measure.  It  is 
J^ot,  ^  measure  which  any  reasonable  person  will  oppose  for  the  pur- 
pose c>  f  annoying  or  perplexing  the  ministry.  The  subject  belongs 
^■nphsktically  to  the  list  of  neutral  topics,  and  we  concur  to  the  fullest 
®**^»afc  in  the  desire  which  was  expressed,  in  effect,  by  Sir  Charles 
,^^oo«l,  that,  in  the  consideration  of  this  matter,  the  maintenance  of 
^Ppo^mte  opinions  may  not  involve  the  collision  of  opposite  tempera. 

^^^^  us,  in  the  first  place,  recapitulate  concisely  the  general  facts  of 
^^  ^^  v^estion.  At  the  present  moment  there  are  in  the  United  King- 
^■*^  "%rery  nearly  600  distinct  institutions,  called  **  Savings  Banks." 
■*- "^3^  liave  accounts  open  with  more  than  one  million  of  depositora, 
^'^^  ^%e  gross  sum  of  the  small  accumulations  entrusted  to  them 
*™«=*^^:«nts  to  no  less  than  £28,000,000.  These  institutions  are  essen- 
^*^*^y  benevolent  associations  of  a  voluntary  character,  formed  and 
*Hl^F*^^Tted  in  each  locality  by  persons  of  substance  and  responsibility, 
'^  »re  called  »*  Trustees,"  and  who  discharge   the   duties   of  an 

^^ity  committee  of  management.  Since  1844  these  **  Trustees'* 
'fceen  exempt  from  all  personal  responsibility.  The  Government 
^  country,  represented  in  this  case  by  the  ^*  Commissioners  for 
t.  eduction  of  the  National  Debt,"  have  undertaken,  since  the  year 
»  to  invest  in  the  Public  Funds  all  money  paid  over  to  them  by 
enlistees  of  any  Savings  Bank — to  render  certain  returns — and  to 
-  %e  a  certain  species  of  supervision  over  the  proceedings,  the 
^  nts,  and  the  general  state  of  each  bank.  In  point  of  iaw^  such 
*^en  the  whole  extent  of  the  connexion  of  these  institutions  with 
^ate.  The  Government  has  acted  as  the  metropolitan  agent  and 
^^1  commissioner  for  Savings  Banks — maintaining  an  official 
'^^)nship  towards  these  associations,  but  not  assuming,  by  express 
^^«ct,  any  official  responsibility  for  their  proceedings. 
i^^^  ^^  consequence  of  the  semblance  of  Government  control  thus  exist- 
f.^^  ^^^  every  part  of  the  machinery  of  Savings  Banks,  a  very  natural 
llj^j^  *-^  has  arisen.  The  poor,  almost  without  exception,  have  believed 
aol^  ^^  ^^6  Government  of  the  country  was  legally  responsible  for  the 

thi^  ^^  ^cy  and  the  due  administration  of  each  particular  bank.  And 
it)^^^  ^Delief  has  in  a  most  material  degree  aided  the  progress  of  these 
p^^^^ A  ^-  ations — it  has  extended  their  popularity,  and  has  given  them  a 
b  V-  ^  ion  and  an  influence  which  would  have  been  quite  unattainable 
si^^^^^y  local  charity  conducted  merely  by  an  honorary  and  irrespon- 
Of^^^^^  committee.  From  this  state  of  things  certain  most  lamentable 
b^^^^^quences  have  ensued.  In  numerous  instances,  defalcations  have 
<i^.^  ^^  discovered  on  the  part  of  the  managers  of  Savings  Banks— 
Oc^^^^^^ cations  of  which  we  cannot  speak  in  sufficiently  strong  terms  of 
t.1^^  ^^  em  nation — and  the  suffering  depositors  have  suddenly  found 
^^^^^selves  without  remedy  or  redress. 


^c^l^^^  %ach  is  the  present  posture  of  the  question.  And  the  problem  to  be 
Ir^  ^d,  as  we  formerly  remarked,  presents  itself  under  three  aspects. 

'^  ^^^e  first  place,  we  must  ^x.  the  extent  and  the  conditions  of  the 
^»«  legal  responsibility  of  the  Government  with  reference  to  Savings 
lu ;  in  the  second  place,  we  must  determine  the  nature  and  amount 


94  THB  LABOUBBB^  VBIEHD* 

of  that  moral  respooiibility  which  the  state  hai  ineanred  with  refevMiea 
to^pctf^  transaotioiui;  and  lastly,  we  must  settle  the  large  question  of 
the  details  of  maoagement  and  supervision. 

In  the  bill  now  before  parliament,  Sir  Charles  Wood  proposeo  a 
peculiar  mode  of  dealing  with  the  question  of  future  legal  responsi- 
bility for  Savings  Bank^.  As  the  law  stands  at  present,  the  troslece 
of  each  bank  have'  the  control  of  the  whole  of  its  affairs.  They  appoint 
treasurers,  managers,  cashiers,  and  ail  other  officers,  and  they  fix  the* 
scale  of  salary  in  each  case.  They  also  exercise  a  certain  discretion 
in  the  employment  of  the  funds  of  the  Bank  ;  and,  as  we  have  already 
said,  the  Government  is  responsible,  no^  for  the  money  paid  by  the  public 
to  the  trustees,  but  for  the  money  paid  by  the  trustees  to  the  office  of  the 
National  Debt — a  distinction  which  implies  a  most  essential  difference. 
Sir  Charles  Wood  conceives  that,  if  the  Government  is  to  assume  what 
may  be  called  a  plenary  responsibUity  for  deposits  in  Savings  Banks, 
it  ought  to  select  the  parties  who  will  officially  receive  the  money  over 
which  the  guarantee  of  the  state  is  extended.  He  proposes,  there- 
fore,  that  the  treasurer  of  every  Savings  Bank  shall  be  appointed  bj 
the  Commissitiners  of  the  National  Debt — that  each  treasurer  shaU 
give  security — that  moneys  shall  only  be  paid  to  and  by  the  treasurer 
—that  for  all  moneys  not  so  paid  or  received  the  Government  shall 
incur  no  liability — and  that,  as  a  check  on  the  conduct  of  treasurers, 
a  more  rigid  and  formal  system  of  accounts  between  them  and  the 
National  Debt  Office  shall  be  introduced.  He  further  proposes  that 
the  National  Debt  Office  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  InspBdotM 
from  time  to  time  to  proceed  in  person  to  any  Savings  Bank,  and^  to 
examine  into  its  affairs. 

We  are  fully  sensible  of  the  great  merit  of  this  scheme,  in  conced- 
ing the  principle  of  legal  responsibility  for  the  future.     This  prin- 
ciple once  admitted,  we  believe  that  the  difficulties  connected  with 
the  best  mode  of  applying  it  may  be  overcome  by  perseverance  and 
determination.     There  appear,  however,  to  be  at  least  three  seriou^ 
objeotions  to  the  present  form  of  the  Government  proposition  fo 
appointing  treasurers.     In  the  first  place,  it  will  not  quite  accomplisli 
the  principal  object  in  view.     The  great  thing  to  be  done  is,  to  pla 
the  Government  in  a  position  of  positive  legal  responsibility  towards  aL 
bomdJld$  depositors  in  Savings  Banks.     This  end  might  or  might  n<K  ^*4 
be  attained  by  Sir  C.  Wood's  scheme.     It  is  to  be  borne  in  mins 
that  there  are  six  hundred  of  these  institutions  scattered  over  tl^ 
eoontry — many  of  them  in  remote  districts.     And  we  are  extremel 
apprehensive  that  much  inconvenience  and  evil  would  arise  from  in 
posing  on  poor  people  the  necessity  of  distinguishing  between  a  sp 
rious  and  a  genuine  treasurer.     We  also  fear  that  to  annex,  on  t. 
one  hand,  serious  responsibilities  to  the  office  of  a  trustee,  and 
deprive  him,  on  the  other,  of  the  appointment  of  the  functionary 
whose  acts  he  is  to  be  in  a  great  measure  liable,  is  not  a  very  v« 
arrangement.     We  apprehend  that  such  a  scheme  will  be  very  ajv 
frighten  those  shrewd  and  active  persons  whom  it  is  most  desirabL 
retain  as   members  of  Savings  Banks  Committees.     The  offic 
trustee  would,  in  fact>  become  an  exceedingly  peculiar  positioci^^h.    ^— -ft 
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^^^^■•aild  imply  the  assumption  of  an  indefinite  risk,  without  pay,  pa- 
^'^^sifli.ge,  or  any  other  compensating  advantage.  And  in  the  last 
pl^c»^^  the  expense  of  such  an  arrangement  is  to  be  considered.  At 
P^^^^^nt  treasurers  receive  no  remuneration.  They  are  generally 
•••■*k«rB  resident  in  the  neighbourhood;  and  the  balance  whieh  they 
■^*^  at  the  credit  of  the  Savings  Bank's  current  account  pays  them, 
•o  some  extent,  for  the  trouble  that  it  occasions.  But  if  a  banker  is 
**  '^■^ciertake  a  formidable  liability,  and  to  give  large  security,  he  will 
J^¥^^^5t  a  proportionate  reward ;  and  we  doubt  the  sufficiency  of  the  . 
^^51***^s  Banks'  resources  to  provide  the  needful  funds, 

-^^^ve  seems  to  us,  however,  to  be  a  middle  course.     Still,  adhere 

J?S'     t-o    the  just  principle  laid  down  by  Sir  Charles  Wood — namely, 

^^      tHe  Government  must  have  some  control  over  the  receipt  of 

.  ^^*^^y   for  which  it  gives  its  guarantee— r-we  would  suggest  an  exten- 

B^V    ^^^  *'^*  P'®°  °^  JnspeetioH  contemplated  in  the  eighth  clause  of  the 

f^}    \  As  that  clause  now  stands,  an  inspector  will  be  merely  a  cor- 

•  **'«'«.  not  a  preventive  officer.     He  will  be  sent  down  only  when 

yj^*^^^  lefts  suspected  to  have  already  taken  place.   We  would  reverse 

^1**    ^-^rangement,  by  providing  that  the  inspectors  should  be  con- 

^|r^*^^^3r  employed  as  preventive  officers,  upon  the  plan  which  is  found 

^«    ^"^^B^wrer  so  well  in  several  of  our  large  joint-stock  banks  in  the  pro- 

^^^s  and  the  colonies. 
^^  ^o  effectual  check  afforded  by  a  well-conducted  system  of  inspec- 
^      *^     Can  only  be  appreciated  properly  by  those  who  have  seen  its 
j^^**"^^ ^ical  operation.     The  essence  of  the  whole  arrangement  consists 

e^  ^iie  constancy  of  the  inspection.  As  many  inspectors  are  em- 
^?3r«ci  as  will  admit  of  each  office  connected  with  the  parent  concern 
^^^  ^  ■*  ^  Tisited,  once  a  year  or  oftener,  at  some  uncertain  time.  These 
^^  ^^tionaries  are  constantly  moving  about— -in  other  words,  the 
^^,,/^^^lt  is  in  ceaseless  action.  They  give  no  notice  of  their  intended 
j^^^^'^^ls  or  departures;  they  move  east,  west,  north,  or  south,  on  a 
^^^  ,^  of  systematic  eccentricity.  They  are  clothed  with  full  powers 
ijj^**^  vcstigation,  and  they  regulate  the  duration  of  their  visits  accord- 

^,^^c>  the  requirements  of  each  case. 
%^    "^^^^^  it  seems  to  us,  that  if,  instead  of  nominating  six  hundred 
%^^  *^  hirers,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  appoint  ten  or 
*^^^   inspectors — practical,   zealous,    and  active  men,   expert  at 


^j^  — ^a  nts,  and  not  afraid  of  hard  work — and  would  turn  them  Ipoae 
^^  ^^^^  the  United  Kingdom,  to  move  about  from  one  Savings  Bank  to 
^tfy>  ^^  cr  in  the  manner  we  have  described,  he  would  obtain  a  far  more 
tl^^  ^^^ual  check  upon  the  management  of  those  institutions  than  by 
e^^^^  S=^Un  of  procedure  which  he  has  embodied  in  his  bill.  Tha 
'^^l^l^^^se  would  be  very  much  less;  there  would  be  no  interference 
tli^  the  trustees — no  uncertainty  in  the  minds  of  depositors ;  and 

^^^^J^^ control  would  be  constant,  because  no  Savings  Bank  manager 
kl^  ^^  be  assured  that  on  any  particular  morning  he  would  not  find 
l^^^^^^flice,  and  all  its  contents,  in  the  possession  of  a  functionary  who 
%  1:^  ^^uule  a  sudden  descent  upon  him  unbidden,  unexpected,  and  for 
%1^^^^'od  of  indefinite  duration.  It  appears  to  us  that  the  kind  of 
*^^*^i»ion  and  control  which  would  be  created  by  the  adoption  of 
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such  a  plan  would  id  a  great  measure  fulfil  the  just  and  moderate 
demands  of  the  trustees  of  Savings  Banks,  as  expressed  in  the  reso- 
lutions adopted  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  managers  of  the  Pro* 
vident  Institution  in  St.  Martin's-place,  presided  over  by  Lord 
Walsingham.  We  find  in  these  resolutions  an  opinion  strongly 
expressed  in  favour  of  the  introduction  of  some  simple  and  efficient 
cheeky  so  contrived  that,  while  maintaining  the  control  and  authority 
of  the  National  Debt  Office,  it  shall  at  the  same  time  leave  anim- 
paired  the  local  supremacy  of  the  trustees.  In  these  sentimenta  w« 
entirely  concur ;  and  we  conceive  that  any  legislative  measure  which 
fails  to  combine  these  two  vital  principles  will  be  in  the  highest 
degree  inexpedient. 


Danatums  and  Subscriptions,  from  the  30th  ofAprU^ 

to  the  Zlst  of  May,  1850. 

%*  Tliose  tami  to  whiofa  (D.)  is  prefixed  are  Donatkme ;  aU  oOien  are  Aonaal  SobaeripliOBa. 

Keil  Malcolm,  Eiq.,  Great  Stanhope-streei  (D.)  20    0    C 

Bichard  Dorant,  Esq (D.)  20     0    O 

Thos.  Twining,  Esq.,  juD (D.)  10    0    0 

O.  Pearce,  Esq.,  Blackheath-park (D )  10    0    0 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ashley,  M.P (D.)  5     0    0 

O.  W.  Farrer,  Esq.,  King's-bench-waik,  Temple,  per  W.  Oregson,  Esq.  (D.)  5    0    0 

P.  Gardiner,  jun.,  Esq.,  Ventnor,  Isle  of  Wight (2d  D.)  5    0    0 

T.  Twining,  jun.,  Esq.,  Twickenham 5    0    0 

LadyA.Wentworth,  Connaught-placo  (D.)  2    2    0 

J.  E.  Heathcote,  Esq.,  GrenTiUe-street       (D.)  2    2    0 

RcT.  T.  Dowell,  Wellington-heath,  Ledbury  2    2    0 

Miss  Moland,  Bmnswick-sqaare,  Brighton  (D.)  2    0    0 

Most  Hon.  Marquis  Cholmondeley 110 

Most  Hon.  Marchioness  Cholmondeley      110 

Bt.  Hon.  Viscount  Do wne 110 

J.  B.  Boardeaux,  Esq (D.)  10    0 

Colonel  Beid,  C.  B.  B.  E.,  per  Major  Littla  (D.)  10    0 

Mr.  J.  Harmer,  Newick,  Sussex       10    0 

W.  N.  Alcock,  Esq.,  Gisbum-park,  Blackburn       110       ^ 

W.  M.  Fowler,  Esq.,  Lower  Brook*street 110       < 

BeT.  C.  Blaokden,  WUton-crescent (D.)  10    0^ 

Miss  H.  Blackden,  Wilton-crescent  1    1    0    ^ 

Miss  Ewart 1     1    0   CI 

BeT.  O.  W.  WaUon,  I'illongley,  Warwickshire        10    0^3 

Lady  A.  Wentworth,  Connaught-place         1    1    0^^ 

W.  v.  Stephens,  Esq.  1    0    ilCl^ 

Miss  F.  Clarke,  Grove  road,  St.  John's* wood         11    QC^ 

The  Dowager  Lady  HamUton  '^     (D.)  0  10 

Mrs.  J.  Cranmer,  Quenden-hall,  Bishop  Stortford 0  10 

Per.  Mr.  H.  Martin,  Agent. 

Bev.  J.  Hilton  ..,        0  10 

W.  Hutley,  Esq 0  10 

Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Satill,  at  his  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  Parish 
St.  Paul,  CoTent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  . 
by  Jobs  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  when 
Commnnicationa  are  to  be  addressed. — Sold  by  Seeleys,  Fleet  Street ;  Nishtt 
Co.,  Bemtrt  Strtst ;  and  J.  W.  Psiksr>  StrsDd,  London. 
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Ko.  LXXIV.  fttb}  derirtf.  Pricb  6d. 

SOCIETY  FOR   IMPROVING  THE  CONDITION   OF 
THE  LABOURING  CLASSES. 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

J^^XiJEi   Sixth  Anniversary  of  this  Society  was  held  on  Thursday, 

Jtsm^Mzm,^  6,  in  St.  Martin's  Hall,  Long  Acre.     The  Right  Hon.  Lord 

«fc>i^  an  Russell,  M.P.,  occupied  the  Chair  on  the  occasion.   There 

^^:xr^^  present  the  Marquis  of  Westminster ;  the  Earl  of  Harrowby ; 

th^^        JKarl  Waldegrave;  the  Earl  of  Galloway;  Viscount  Ebring* 

*o«==^ :»        M.P. ;  Lord  Ashley,  M.P. ;  Lord  Robert  Grosvenor,  M.P. ; 

Ij^^'M^  ^mj,  Redesdale  ;  Lord  Radstock ;  Lord  Faversham ;  Sir  Robert 

S-     — ^^^^dair ;  the  Rev.  Sir  H.  Dukinfield,  Bart. ;  Sir  Harry  Verney, 

B^-'^:**^^  M.P.;  Mr.  Pusey,  M.P. ;  Mr.  Labouchere;    Mr.   Page 

^^^^^^^•d,  M.P. ;  the  Rev.  the  Master  of  the  Temple ;  the  Rev. 

-^^^^^^srs.  Champneys,  Auriol,  Reeves,  Burgess,  &c. 

-*^"*Ae  proceedings   were   opened   with   prayer,   by  the   Rev. 
^*^"^^ard  Auriol,  of  St.  Dunstan's,  Fleet-street 

"*^*^^RD  John  Russell  then  said: — Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  shall 

^1^^     »^^ut  a  very  few  words  before  the  Secretary  is  called  upon  to  read 

^^      i^eport     Indeed,  the  objects  of  this  Society  are  so  well  known  to 

^    ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  1*^^®  to-day,  that  it  would  be  quite  unnecessary  for  me 

^^      ^^^uble  you  at  any  length  upon  the  subject.     My  belief  is  not  that 

3  ^  ^ood  which  we  can  achieve  has  yet  been  achieved  ;  but  that  this 

ijj^^^i^ty  is  the  beginning  of  a  great  change  which  is  of  the  utmost 

^^l^^^^rtance  to  this  country.     In  the  villages  and  rural  parts  of  this 

1^^  ^fiom,  it  has  been  observed  that  proprietors  have,  in  many  quarters 

■j^l^l^Tjturned  their  attention  to  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes. 

^^^^3r  have  perceived  the  evils  which  result  from  over-crowding  these 

p^  filings,  and  they  have  taken  steps  which  will  be  of  the  utmost  im- 

^£.     ^^nce,  not  only  in  immediately  promoting  the  comfort  and  welfare 

^^    '^lie  labouring  men  and  their  families  who  have  to  live  in  those 

^^  ^^^es,  but  also  in  indirectly  promoting  many  other  good  works,  such 

fife      «^he  purity  and  decency  of  the  domestic  relations,  attendance  oa 

^     ^  ^e  worship,  and  regularity  and  morality  of  conduct  among  the  great 

^|^^5  of  the  people  of  this  country.     In  our  large  towns  these  objects 

^  ^Xild  scarcely  be  left  to  individual  proprietors,  and  can  hardly  be 

j^^^mpUshed  by  their  independent  efforfe.  It  is  therefore  of  the  utmost 

^^tH>rtance  thai  there  should  be  a  Society  which  should  direct  its  atten* 

^a  Lxxrv.  H 
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I  of  gronnd  tbey  had  647  tenaotS)  all  of  whom  paid  their  rent 
I 'tkankfulneASy  and  great  punctuality.  The  additions  made 
fejf  the  year  have  been,  three  aeres  of  land  at  Margate,  and  tern 
vat  Hadlow,  by  which  two  plots  of  ground  eighty  more  tenants 
died  to  the  Society's  lists ;  while  all  these  pieces  of  land  are  let 
Mrtl  which  cover  the  Society's  expenditure. 

IfeczteBsion  of  the  allotment  system  was  one  of  the  first  and 
^ftptl  objects  for  which  the  Society  was  formed,  and  the  com- 
•a  lose  no  opportunity  of  affording  aid,  wherever  it  ean  be  ad- 
^geoosly  extended.  But  they  are  glad  to  remark,  that  the  utility 
le  fystem  seems  to  be  now  so  generally  acknowledged,  that  it  is 
'ttitensively  adopted  by  private  benevolence^  in  all  parts  of  the 
i^y  without  any  publicity  being  given  to  the  measures  so  taken. 
Society's  efforts,  limited  as  they  have  been,  have  imperceptibly 
'^  mults  which  are  constantly  multiplying,  without  either  cost,  or 
ft^  or  eclat.  The  effects  of  the  publications  of  the  Society,  in 
roijy  have  probably  been  greater  than  could  easily  be  computed, 
^MFe  rendered  its  printing  and  publishing  department  one  of  real 
SKteSMve  utility. 

^  the  second  branch  of  the  Society *s  operations,  that  having 
ft  ace  to  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes,  has  occupied  the 
»>'<  share  of  the  committee's  attention,  and  has  secured  the  chief 
ft  in  the  public  interest,  during  the  past  year, 
ffening  first  to  the  dwellings  for  agricultural  labourers,  the  com- 
B  have  to  report,  that  they  have  continued  to  issue  the  plans  of 
Set  furnished  by  their  Honorary  Architect,  Henry  Roberts,  Esq., 
t^as  increased  the  number  of  designs  to  ni?i€y  for  the  purchase  of 

II  there  has  been  a  continued  demand. 

^m  Roberts  having  been  requested  to  deliver  a  lecture  on  the 
fags  of  the  labouring  classes  before  the  Royal  Institute  of 
^li  Architects,  the  committee  gladly  obtained  his  permission  to 
oil  that  interesting  and  valuable  Essay,  with  plans  and  elevations, 
(*ating  the  subject.  Of  this  work,  nearly  2000  copies  have  already 
ptitinto  circulation  ;  and  the  interest  evidently  taken  by  the  public 
*  publication,  furnishes  a  pleasing  proof  of  the  extent  to  which 
object  is  occupying  the  attention,  especially  of  the  higher  and 
©  classes,  with  regard  to  the  practical  application  of  these  plans. 
^^s  stated  in  the  last  report,  that  a  committee  at  Tunbridge  Wells 
Klfiertaken  to  build  a  range  of  cottages  on  the  Society's  designs, 
pairs  of  these  cottages  have  since  been  completed,  and  a 
'S-houso  for  fourteen  single  men,  all  of  which  are  now  occu- 
^Dd  have  obtained  the  approval  of  a  great  number  of  intelligent 
■•.  To  these, ybi^  more  pairs  of  cottages  are  about  to  be  added, 
(nay  be  expected  that  when  the  whole  plan  is  completed,  a  very 
•>Oiple  will  be  afforded  of  what  may  be  accomplished,  in  a  single 
J-,  by  the  zeal  and  perseverance  of  a  few  philanthropic  persons. 
•^^  given  by  your  society  has  been  limited  to  a  loan  of  500/.,  to 
If anced  in  annual  payments  of  50/. 

^  works  undertaken  by  your  committee  in  the  metropolis  have 
i^rily  been  of  a  much  larger  and  more  costly  description.  In 
^mmittee's  former  Reports  the  particulars  were  given,  from  time 
^^  of  the  commencement  and  completion  of  the  model  buildings 
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\  been  visited,  in  the  coarse  of  the  lost  twoi  or  three  weeks,  by  a 
it  number  of  persons  fully  qualified  to  form  an  opinion,  and  the 
_  end  verdict  has  been  one  of  the  highest  satisfaction. 
HdiThe  committee  feel  that,  in  the  unwearied  care  and  consummate 
rikilk devoted  by  their  friend  and  colleague  the  honorary  architect  to 
Hwi  great  work,  animated  only  by  a  desire  of  doing  good,  and  his 
Miy  reward  being  the  consciousness  of  having  achieved  his  object, 
ICn  Roberts  has  added  greatly  to  the  manifold  obligations  he  had 
piimoasly  conferred  on  the  Society,  and,  through  it,  on  the  commu- 
at  large. 

work,  now  brought  to  entire  completion,  has  cost  the  Society 
her  about  8000/.     It  is  obvious  that  such  a  building,  however 
t  in  its  arrangements  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  its  occu- 
,  would  fail  in  producing  its  intended  effect,  as  a  model,  unless  it 
I  be  shown  that  the  accommodation  could  be  afforded  on  terms  at 
^iremunerative  for  the  outlay,  and  yet  not  exacting  from  the  tenants 
'  rents  than  they  are  now  under  the  necessity  of  paying  for  their 
Dt  inferior  abodes.     The  scale  of  rents  for  these  dwellings  has 
;  regulated  upon  this  principle. 
MHnM  building  is  calculated  to  accommodate  forty-eight  families, 
'■  consists  of  five  dwellings  of  two  rooms  each,  at  4^.  a-week ; 
en  dwellings  of  a  larger  size  of  two  rooms  each,  at  5^.  a-week  ; 
r-eix  dwellings  of  three  rooms  each,  at  6; .  a-week ;  and  three 
Dgs  of  three  rooms  of  a  larger  size,  at  7s.  a-week ;  together  with 
Dge  of  workshops  and  light  cellars  on  the  ground  floors.     There 
reason  to  believe  that  the  gross  rental  will  be  between  nine 
per  cent,  on  the  entire  outlay. 
IShe  net  rental,  or  actual  per  centage  realized  by    the  Society, 
^        be  correctly  ascertained  until  a  year's  receipts  and  disburse- 
I  shall  have  taken  place ;  but  that  no  loss  ought  to  arise  from 
tenements,  or  from  bad  tenants,  is  clear  from  the  fact,  that 
forty-eight  sets    of  rooms,  the    committee   have  already 
ired  more  than  two  hundred  applications. 
^Vhe  committee  must  now  hasten  on  to  the  third  of  the  under- 
_  ;  alluded  to  under  the  present  head. 

;  will  be  remembered  that  on  the  removal  of  the  cholera,  and  the 

Btment  of  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  for  that  mercy,  in  the 

Bmn  of  last  year,  a  desire  was  naturally  felt  to  make  the  day  tri- 

j  to  some  benevolent  object,  which  should  in  a  measure  accord 

L'the  occasion  of  the  service.     The  Bishop  of  London  was  the 

to  give  public  expression  to  this  feeling  in  a  circular  addressed 

;the  clergy  of  his  diocese,  from  which  the  committee  feel  much 

in  quoting  the  following  passage : — 

iff  I  venture  to  recommend,  that  the  alms  then  collected,  should  be 

^  to  the  promotion  of  some  well  considered  plan  for  improving 

dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes.     I  would  not  be  understood  to 

ribe  the  channel  through  which  the  collections  should  be  so 

1 ;  but  I  would  suggest,  that  where  the  funds  so  raised  are  not 

snt  for  carrying  out  a  local  scheme  for  that  purpose,  they  may 

[■  tafely  entrusted  to  the  '  Society  for  Improving  the  Condition  of 

Labouring   Classes,'  without  fear  of  misapplication  or  waste. 

igood'haa  been  already  effected  by  that  Society  in  setting  aa 
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tfcami^  of  what  auij  be  done  towmrdi  pravkUag  dK  pMT  witt  ( 
nd  eoBBodMWi  habtetioiM,  by  n  ootfay  wU^  wil    ~ 
rqMud  with  iatefcfl,  both  in  a  Mdal  asd  a  pmnivyiMnft  oTi 
It  it  a  remaribabla  and  eneoor^n^  fact,  tint  in  the  ~ 
lodging-boosci  beleDging  to  the  Society  there  waa  not  one  esM  d 
eholeia,  and  two  only  of  diarrhoea^  which  speedily  yidded  to  i 


Tour  eoomittee  fell  called  apon  to  heartily  second  the  bishop** 
benevolent  snggcation,  and  they  at  once  reMWed  to  derote  the  offer- 
iDgs  so  presented  to  the  erection  of  some  new  and  substantial  build- 
ingy  which  nigfat  remain  as  a  lasting  memorial  of  the  thankigiving 
day  of  lM9l  They  have  the  pleasure  to  state  that  the  ofleiingB 
reoeiTcd  for  thai  purpose  amounted  to  the  sum  of  5900)2. — ra^ 
9S^L  11a.  7dL  from  church  collections,   and  2967/.  8».  5d.  firom 


Thns  enabled  and  encouraged,  the  committee  immediately  sought  ^ 

for  a  suitable  piece  of  ground,  and  found  in  Portpool  Lane,  Gray's  -^ 

Inn  Lane,  a  freehold  site,  of  the  most  faTourable  description,  whwh.  — ^ 

they  have  purchased  at  the  cost  of  about  17001.  . 

The  bnildinga  proposed  to  be  erected  on  this  site,  and  which  will  -^^ 

probably  be  commenced  before  the  middle  of  the  present  summer,  ^^_  1 

will  comprise  accommodation  for  twenty  families,  and  a  haute  contain* 
Sng  sixty-four  single  rooms,  each  sufficiently  large  for  two  persons.  ^^^  a 

It  being,  unfortunately,  too  certain  that  this  metropolis  contains  a  ^^^*»* 

large  number  of  poor  women  dependent  on  needlework,  and  other  ^^'^ 

oecupationi,  whose  weekly  earnings  are  exceedingly  small,  it  has  been  ^  ^  «! 

a  chief  object  of  the  committee,  in  this  new  undertaking,  to  exhibit  ^.^  ^  i 

the  model  of  a  building  fitted  to  meet  the  peculiar  difficulties  of  their  ^^^ 

condition,  by  providing  them  with  clean  and  wholesome  apartaaent%  ^^^J^ 

partly  furnished,  at  a  rate  which,  though  low,  should  be  remunerative  ^^^^ 

on  the  outlay.     The  estimate,  therefore,  is,  that  in  this  new  house  128  .^^d 

auch  females  may  be  accommodated  at  the  moderate  charge  of  one  ^^   ^j 

shilling  per  week  each.     Thus,  upon  this  one  spot,  when  the  family  '~*^ 

houses  are  added,  there  will  be  good  and  healthy  dwellings  for  between 
200  and  300  persons. 

But  this  site  also  furnished  the  committee  with  an  opportunity  of 
conferring  another  boon  upon  the  poorer  classes.  A  lai^e  building 
now  standing  may  be  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  a  Public  Washbouse, 
affording  room  for  twenty -four  washing  troughs  to  be  in  uae  at  the 
same  time ;  an  arrangement  by  which  it  is  obvious  that  the  whole 
neighbourhood  will  be  greatly  benefited. 

Under  this  intended  washhouse  is  a  cellar,  which  will  be  divided 
into  depositories  for  the  reception  of  huckster's  goods,  which  are 
chiefly  of  a  perishable  nature,  and  therefore  unfit  to  be  kept  in  their 
own  rooms. 

The  committee  must  add,  that  while  they  hope  to  complete  this 
important  work  early  in  the  ensuing  spring,  they  greatly  need  Jwriker 
pecuniary  aid.  The  cost  of  the  whole,  including  the  site  and  build- 
ings, will  be  nearly  10,000/. ;  towards  which,  as  already  stated,  the 
Thanksgiving  Offerings  have  realized  only  5,3001. 

As  it  may  be  expected  that  some  information  should  be  given  as 
to  the  pecuniary  results  of  the  Society's  building  operations^  they  beg 
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0  itete  Ihal  the  cnnttal  rental  from  iisfomr  ettabiishxaeois,  which  have 
tor  some  time  past  ia  opendoBf  is  as  follows;^— 

Model  Bnildings,  Bagnigge  Wdls        £966  4  6 

George  Street  Lodging  HoQse     580  8  6 

Charles  Street  Lodging  House 40f  18  6 

King  Street  Lodging  House         118  16  0 

£i504    9    « 

But  from  All  these  receipts  must  be  deducted  the  amount  of  general 
~  local  taxes,  and,  in  the  case  of  the  three  lodging  houses,  the  ex- 
snse  of  superintendents,  servants,  ooals,  gas,  chandlery,  &c«,  and 

if  rent  in  the  two  last  named.     The  expenses  tbtts  referred  to  are  as 

allows: — 

In  the  Model  Buildings            ^£98  11  7 

In  George  Street           ^  907  12  S 

la  Chafles  Street          222  4  1 

In  King  Street 74  16  3 


£7-08    4     7 


6 

0  percent. 

12 

6        ,. 

15 

0        „ 

^K^  saving,  as  a  clear  annual  income  on  these  four  establishments,  the 
^^umof^dOl  4s.  ild. 

On  the  more  difficult  question  of  the  rate  per  cent,  returned  by 
"^^^  hese  ybtfr  properties,  the  committee  find  it  to  be^  as  nearly  as  can  be 
"^ci^alculated— 

On  the  Model  Buildings,  about  £5 

On  the  George  Street  Lodging  House       ...       4 
On  the  Charles  Street  and  King  Street  Houses  17 

^Lor,  on  the  whole  property,  about  four  per  cent,  on  the  land,  and  six 
'^^=md  a  hamper  cent,  on  the  buildings,  fittings,  and  furniture.  Some 
^Cieduction  from  this  amount  ought  to  be  made  for  the  expense  of 
^^^"epairs,  but  the  experience  of  the  Society  has  not  yet  been  sach  as  to 
"^^nable  them  to  form  a  fair  estimate  of  the  sums  requisite  for  that 
'^^urpose. 

It  should  always  be  borne  in  mind,  that  these  ^rst  attempts  of  the 
^Society  in  building  operations  have,  from  their  novel  and  experimental 
-^eharacter,  been  attended  with  more  than  ordinary  difficulties.  The 
^Bommittee  have  been  breaking  up  new  ground — acting  as  pioneers-— 
-^uid  instead  of  confining  themselves  to  the  comparatively  easy  task  of 
"teaching  by  precept,  they  have  laboured  to  illustrate  and  enforce  their 
^lans  for  improving  the  Dwellings  of  the  People,  by  actual  examples, 
"^hich  can  easily  be  understood  and  imitated. 

The  last  point  to  which  the  committee  must  advert,  is  that  of  the 
:Sncreased  and  increasing  interest  manifested  on  behalf  of  the  welfare 
<«f  the  Labouring  classes ;  a  fact  which  must  be  regarded  as  an  en- 
'<K>nraging  feature  of  the  times.  Evidences  of  this  good  feeling  are 
•constantly  presented  to  the  Society  in  the  applications  made  for  the 
3)lans  of  their  buildings,  and  other  documents  published  by  them. 
Kor  is  it  from  Great  Britain  alone  that  these  applications  have  been 
aiade,  but  also  from  numerous  parts  of  the  Continent,  as  well  as  from 
^e  United  States. 
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LimitiDg,  bowever,  our  yiew  to  our  own  countryy  the  cbange 
which  has  become  perceptible,  since  the  formation  of  this  Society  in 
1844,  is  very  great.  In  many  of  the  principal  towns  and  cities, 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Bristol,  Manchester,  &c.,  and  in  several  of  the 
secondary  seats  of  industry,  efforts  of  a  similar  kind  to  those  com* 
menced  by  your  Society  have  been  made,  or  are  making.  With 
regard  to  our  own  metropolis,  the  committee  rejoice  to  witness 
the  rapid  multiplication  of  similar  attempts  to  raise  the  social  con- 
dition, and  increase  the  comforts  of  the  working  classes.  Besides  the 
extensive  and  important  operations  of  the  Metropolitan  Association* 
independent  efforts  have  been  commenced  in  Soho,  in  St.  James's,  in 
Paddington,  in  Marylebone,  in  Chelsea,  and  in  the  Borough. 

The  aggregate  of  all  these  works  begins  already  to  be  of  real  impor- 
tance, inasmuch  as  they  tend  to  relieve  the  working  classes  from  a 
domiciliary  state  which  has  a  most  depressing  effect  on  their  health 
and  spirits,  as  well  as  on  their  mental  and  moral  energies. 

If  such  operations  can  be  continued  for  a  few  years  longer,  it  is 
probable  that  a  result  will  be  attained  the  hope  of  which,  to  many, 
seemed,  a  short  time  ago,  altogether  chimerical :  we  mean,  an  actaal, 
substantial  improvement  of  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  working 
classes  of  the  Metropolis. 

And  when  we  come  to  regard  so  great  an  end  as  even  remotely 
possible,  how  deeply  interesting  do  such  labours  become.  Some 
modern  writers  have  very  recently  depicted  the  condition  of  the 
working  classes  as  presenting  to  the  community  at  large  a  near  pros- 
pect of  frightful  danger,  if  not  of  social  dissolution  and  general 
anarchy.  And  even  more  calm  and  thoughtful  politicians  have  m>t 
hesitated  to  allude  in  the  senate  to  the  increasing  separation  of  the 
higher  and  lower  classes — the  one  daily  becoming  richer,  the  other 
poorer — with  deep  and  well-founded  alarm.  The  remedy,  however, 
they  failed  to  suggest. 

It  is  not  assumed  for  a  moment  that  that  remedy  is  found,  at  once 
and  completely,  in  an  association  like  the  present.  But  this,  at  least, 
may  be  safely  asserted,  that  the  formation  of  such  a  society  was  a 
step  in  the  right  direction ;  and  the  experience  of  a  few  short  years 
has  shown  that  the  measures  thus  cautiously  begun  are  capable  of  a 
wide  and  almost  indefinite  extension,  for  purposes  of  good,  without 
any  infringement  of  the  principles  of  sound  economy. 

And  now  the  Society,  after  a  sufficient  trial,  no  longer  assuming 
the  modest  style  of  an  experiment,  boldly  appeals  to  the  facts,  evident 
to  the  most  cursory  view,  and  may  without  hesitation  reason  from 
past  successes  in  its  claim  to  confidence  for  the  future. 

It  offers  itself,  therefore,  without  fear,  to  those  among  the  higher 
and  middle  classes,  who  acknowledge  their  responsibility  to  God,  and  - 
their  obligations  to  society,  and  who  desire  to  devote  apart  of  their- 
wealth  to  the  work  of  benefiting  their  poorer  brethren  ;  it  offers  itsel£^ 
to  ail  such,  as  willing,  and  it  may  now  venture  to  say,  as  able  also,  to^ 
direct  their  good  intentions  to  operations  of  real  practical  utility. 

Something  effectual  has   already  been  done,  but   still    more,  in^ 
various  departments  of  labour,  remains  unattempted. 

It  is  the  hope  of  your  committee,  that  as  the  practicability  of  th^ 
Society's  plans,  and  the  sound  economy  of  its  principles,  become 
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-^nown  and  appreciated  by  the  people  of  England,  the  means  of  larger 
and  more  important  operations  will  be  afforded,  until  the  Society  may 
4Lt  last  be  enabled  fully  to  realize  its  title,  and  to  assert  that  it  has 
actually  promoted,  in  an  important  degree,  the  great  work  of  "  the 
Improvement  of  the  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes." 

On  moving  the  first  Resolution,  the  Earl  of  Harrowby  said— 
I  have  been   called   upon  thus   early  to   address  you,  and  having 
l>ut  partially  heard  the  Report,  I  feel  some  difficulty  in  performing 
3ny  task.     I  feel  a  difficulty  also,  which  arises  from  the  nature  of 
^he  subject;   for  as   undertakings  such   as   this  become  more   and 
3nore  familiar,  we   have  to  tell  you  oftentimes  nothing  more  than  a 
"lAwice-told  tale,  and  to  address  you  upon  a  subject  in  which  there 
ds  no  controversy  to  excite  the  speaker.     It  is  easy  to  say  some- 
^ing  in  favour   of  a  scheme  on  its   first    appearance   before   the 
'3>ablic — it    is    easy   enough   to   address   a   public   meeting   on   the 
subject.     You  have  objections  to  meet  as  well  as  a  point  to  gain ; 
l>ut  it  is  a  weak  and  feeble  task  to  endeavour  to  enlist  your  sympathies 
in  a  matter  with  which  you  are  already  familiar.     The  Report  has 
^iven  so  full  a  detail  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Society,  that  I  can  add 
comparatively  little  to  what  you  have  already  heard,  especially,  too, 
tis  I  have  had  personally  but  little  concern  in  carrying  on  the  afiairs 
of  the  Society.     The  objects  of  the   Society  are  divided  into  two 
l)ranches — viz.,  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  labouring 
classes  in  the  country  by  the  allotment  of  gardens,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  particularly  in  crowded  towns. 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  latter  object,  1  confess  I  have  no  great 
familiarity.     With  the   former,  I   have   been   familiar  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  and  with  allotments  to  the  number  of  many  hundreds. 
The  subject  of  allotments  was  one  which  had  once  excited  much  con- 
troversy, especially  on   the  part  of  the  country  farmers.     They  had 
urged  that  it  would  not  do  to  make  their  labourers  little  farmers  like 
themselves — it  would  not  do  to  give  them  the  opportunity  of  stealing 
from  their  ricks  under  the  guise  of  its  being  their  own  property — it 
would  not  do  to  induce  them  to  bestow  their  labour  on  their  own 
property  and  to  give  their  employers  a  moiety  of  that  which  they  had 
engaged   to   perform.     Such  were  a  few  of  the   objections  raised 
against  this  system,— objections  I  have  myself  heard  on  coming  into 
contact  with  farmer  after  farmer.     But  I  am  happy  to  say,  having 
had  to  contend  before  the  establishment  of  these  allotments,  I  have 
never  had  to  do  so  afterwards. — I  have  never  in  any  instance  heard  a 
farmer  complain  that  his  men  came  to  their  labour  to  give  him  only  a 
portion  of  that  labour  for  which  he  bargained.     I  have  never  heard 
him  complain  that  they  became  dishonest;  but  I  have  heard  one 

Soeral  acknowledgment  that  they  have  had  better  and  more  efficient 
tourers.  Care,  however,  should  be  taken,  not  to  give  too  great  an 
extension  to  the  allotments.  If  we  give  a  labouring  man  one,  two, 
three,  or  four  acres,  we  make  him  lose  his  value  as  a  labourer  and 
we  make  him  but  a  poor  farmer.  I  have  seen  the  land  racked  in  conse- 
quence, and  the  men  run  away,  leaving  their  landlord  in  arrear.  With 
regard  to  the  improvement  of  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring  poor, 
you  have  heard  facts  recited  which  can  leave  no  doubt  upon  your  mind 
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as  ta  tiM  bMM&ti  conteied  bjr  thk  SocMtj.  Mavjof  ym  Imvc^  ftr* 
bapiS  seal  soom  of  Hkmt  improTed  dwdlingiy  pommuog  eonrfbrli  mA 
eomneneictt  with  which  the  wcahhier  claMfls  weM  UMcqwinAid  a 
Ibw  yean  ago.  It  » then  an  inuncMe  advantage  to  have  a  Soeiei^ 
at  work  spedfieally  engaged  in  enlisting  suceessfally  ia  the  servkjS  <» 
the  dwellings  of  the  poor  every  new  discovery  of  art  or  science— every 
Biethod  of  economy — every  dbcovery  in  regard  to  health  which, 
firom  time  ta  time,  becomes  known.  There  is  still  one  point  to 
which  the  Society  might  direct  its  attention  still  more  extensiv^y. 
They  mighl  go  even  to  other  men's  properties — to  the  propertiea  of 
other  landlorda— bestowing  a  small  outlay  on  some  of  the  weot 
homes  ia  some  of  the  worst  localities^  might  show  what  can  be  done 
in  the  way  of  improvement  without  a  complete  reconstruction  of  the 
buildings.  If  this  is  done — ^if  on  the  one  hand  the  landlord  be  shows 
what  he  can  do,  and,  on  the  other,  the  tenant  what  he  has  reason  to 
ezpecfty  one  cannot  help  foreseeing  that  a  still  more  extended  rise  may 
be  cfiiMted  in  the  social  scale.  The  great  advantage  of  the  Soeie^ 
^eottrists,  however,  not  so  much  in  what  it  actually  does  in  itself,  aa  in 
the  stimulus  which  it  gives  to  the  efforts  of  other  parties,  in  the 
constant  direction  of  the  attention  of  men  to  an  important  ol^iect 
Half  the  good  which  might  be  done  is  neglected  becauae  it  does 
not  occur  to  people  to  think  about  it.  It  is  therefore  a  great 
SMlvaoti^e  to  have  societies  of  this  nature,  which  show  ua  not 
anly  what  is  required,  but  the  way  to  perform  it.  The  diotribntian 
4tt  the  little  sketches  produced  by  the  disinterested  labour  and  inr 
fennity  of  our  excellent  architect,  Mr.  Roberts,  have  been  prodii^ve 
of  most  beneficial  effects ;  and,  instead  of  having  to  conenlt  some 
country  builder  or  architect  as  to  the  best  DMans  of  improving  bis 
property  and  carryiag  out  his  plans,  a  landlord  has  only  to  write  «f 
to  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Society  and  have  the  results  of  the  thought 
and  consideration  of  the  most  experienced  persons,  and  he  is  able 
to  adopt  them  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  according  to  circaiastaneeSk 
The  effect  of  this  is  not  left  to  be  inferred  by  what  must  be>  bat  is 
patent  also  in  the  results  of  tbe  various  similar  eiforts  which  aie 
making  throughout  the  empire.  Tbe  investigations  which  have  been 
made  in  regard  to  the  cholera  have  taught  us  that  if  we  lealLj 
Mean  to  discharge  our  duty,  not  only  to  our  neighbour  but  tooarsdves^ 
nna  must  look  boldly  in  the  face  the  disordered  condition  of  our  great 
towna.  It  is  idle  to  expect  peace,  virtue,  or  godliness,  wben  the 
dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes  are  huddled  together  ia  suck  HUk 
and  confusion.  The  investigations  iu  regard  to  the  sonreea  of  ]«• 
temperance  and  the  spread  of  intoxication,  have  shown  us  how  ' 
it  is  to  expect  improvement  as  long  as  this  its  most  fertile  oaw 
still  suffered  to  continue.  And  really,  when  you  visit  the  pla 
themselves,  and  see  the  absolute  want  of  anything  like  reasonabfa 
TCcreatioR^  and  the  consequent  misery  of  the  mass  of  the  people^  all 
leeiing  of  anger — if  such  a  feeling  could  exist — is  lost  in  cnmpassiea 
and  sympathy  for  the  miserable  creatures  who  are  so  necessarily 
driven  to  the  beer-shop  and  public-house  as  a  refuge  from  the 
wretchedness  of  their  own  homes.  We  must  take  up  this  question 
beoadly.  Let  us  imitate  the  ancients,  who  had  officers  speciaUy 
appointed  to  look  after  the  construction  and  management  ^  their 
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oiticB«      We  must  provide  widtk  of  streets,  abandmiee  of 
Tf  nod  thorougk  ventilation.     We  miut  provide  open  placet  for 
We  must  give  every  facility  to  make  the  liomes  of  the 
^people  oheerfol  and  cleanly,  and  if  possible  for  having,  when  from 
'Siomey  wholesome  and  innocent  recreation.    The  so-called  improve* 
iKBents   of  our  great  towns   are  perhaps  the   greatest  evils  to  the 
^a;»oor.     When  we  look  at  some  of  our  magnificent  streets  and  admire 
^mlieir  fine  elevations  and  breadth,  we  are  not  to  consider  them  ae 
nmioiiiitigated  benefits.     Only  last  night,  in  passing  through  that  part 
^of  Westminster,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Broadway,  where  a 
•^clearmnce  has  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  a  new  passage  for  the 
^^reat  thoroughfare  from  the  Abbey  towards  the  district  of  Belgnive 
.Square,  I  was  at  first  highly  gratified ;  but  on  reflection,  the  thought 
^aroae,  where  are  the  people  gone  to  who  lived  upon  this  very  area? 
^B  asking  one  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  locality,  his  reply 
^ivaa,    **  They    are    crowded   into    the    back  streets,    two    penooa 
^^eing  where  one    was    before.      I    am   glad  to  have  an   oppor- 
^tunity  of  stating  these  facts  in  the  presence  of  your  Lordship,  who 
^takes  a  deep  interest  in  these  things,  and  who  possesses  no  small 
^are  in  the  administration  of  the  afiairs  of  this  country.     And  I 
would  call   upon  the   legislature  when   they   interfere    by   act  of 
parliament  for  the  purposes  of  making  those  great  clearances,  to  make 
stipulations  that  there  should  be  dwellings  in  the  rear,  built  on  sound 
sanitary  principles,  to  which  the  poor  might  go,  on  being  turned 
oat  of  their  former  abodes.     I  see  nothing  unreasonable  in  this. 
We  make  stipulations  respecting  the  fronts  of  houses,  why  should 
we  not  make  similar  stipulations  respecting  the  building  of  houses  for 
the  poor?    We   cannot  interfere  with   the   price  put   upon   these 
dwelliogs.     That  may  be  safely  left  to  the  haggling  of  the  market- 
to  the  common  chance  of  supply  and  demand.    But  we  can  secure 
food  accommodation  for  those  very  labouring  classes  whom,  by  our 
improvements,  we  are  displacing.     I  do  hope,  therefore,  that  this 
Society,  which  is  constantly  engaged  in  stirring  the  public  mind  upon 
this  subject,  will  continue  to  receive  that  support  which  the  nature 
of  its  operations  so  much  deserves.     His  lordship  then  moved  the 
fint  resolution. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Champneys  said — Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  stand 
liere  as  the  representative  of  36,000  human  beings,  chiefly  composed 
of  the  middle  and  working  classes,  and,  therefore,  as  twelve  years  of 
my  life  have  now  been  spent  among  them,  as  my  kindliest  feeling* 
are  connected  with  their  interest,  and  as  I  have  laboured  for  the  ad- 
vance of  their  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare,  I  am  able  to  testify  to  the 
very  great  need  which  exists  for  the  eflforts  of  such  a  Society  as  thia. 
It  may  not  be  known  to  many  here  present,  what  is  the  character  of 
oar  common  lodging-houses  in  the  east  of  London,  and,  therefore^  I 
■my  venture  to  put  before  them  the  average  state  of  those  houses  into 
which  so  large  a  number  of  our  poor  artizans,  reduced  by  misfortune^ 
ire  compelled  to  herd  together.  On  entering  one  of  these  houseiy 
jott  pass  into  what  is  called  the  common  room,  the  average  size  of 
which  is  18  feet  by  16  feet,  and  about  S  feet  in  height.  Some 
aie  smaller  or  larger  than  this ;  but  what  I  have  said  is  a  fair  average. 
la  ihis  room  there  are  generally  packed,  especially  on  wet  days  or 
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late  in  the  eYening,  from  20  to  40, 00,  80,  in  one  eaie»  bat  in  a  lafMr 
room,  150  persons.  In  this  room  they  cook  their  meals,  nt,  smofce, 
and  gamble,  both  by  cards  and  other  means,  and  often  carry  on  their 
work*  The  tongues,  as  may  be  supposed,  are  not  idle,  and  mnch 
fearful  moral  mischief  is  going  on.  Young  men  who,  having  a  little 
knowledge,  a  gift  of  speech,  and  have  read  a  few  infidel  books, 
are  always  ready,  like  young  Manlius's,  to  attack  all  who  enter ;  and 
you  may  judge  of  the  effect  of  conTersation  in  these  common  rooms, 
where  respectable  persons  who  have  seen  better  days,  or  young 
children,  cannot  avoid  hearing  all  that  passes.  The  sleeping  apart- 
ments  are  even  more  fearfully  crowded  than  the  common  room. 
Notwithstanding  this  state  of  things,  I  can  testify  to  the  deference 
and  respect  shown  towards  those  whom  they  believe  are  honestly  em- 
ployed in  doing  their  work,  either  of  earthly  or  heavenly  mercy.  Few 
people  know  the  baneful  circumstances  into  which  some  of  our  fellow- 
Christians  are  thrown  by  being  compelled  to  live  in  these  pestiferous 
abodes.  1  was  called  very  late  one  night,  to  administer  the  Lord's 
Supper  to  a  poor  Manchester  man,  who  was  taken  ill  in  one  of  these 
lodging-houses.  Having  been  constantly  visited  and  attended  by  my 
curate  and  the  Scripture  reader,  he  was  brought,  I  believe,  to  see  the  -^ 

value  of  what  his  mother  in  early  life  had  instilled  into  his  mind,  and  Jl 

which,  under  the  softening  influence  of  affliction,  had  begun  to  bring  ^^ 

forth  fruit.    1  found  in  a  small  room  sixteen  beds,  all  crowded  together  ^-a 

to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  kneel  between  the  bed  X 

on  which  the  dying  man  lay  and  the  adjoining  one.      The  room  was  ^m 

filled  with  people,  and  the  mixture  was  of  the  most  painful  nature.  ..'- 

I  would  not  outrage  your  feelings  of  propriety  and  humanity  by  -^ 

describing  to  you  the  moral  and  physical  state  of  that  room.     In  ^oi 

many  of  these  lodging-houses  no  classification  is  adopted,  no  inquiry  -^^ 

made  as  to  character ;  the  simple  question  is,  whether  the  applicant  .sir  m 

can  pay,  and  how  many  can  be  crowded  within  the  given  space.     I  3E.J 

have  frequently  pointed  out  to  the  keepers  of  these  houses  the  objee-  a» 

tions  to  their  system,  and  the  only  answer  I  could  get  was,  **  I  wish  I  ZMD 

could  get  a  great  many  more."     The  room  has,  in  many  instances,  a  <^im 

single  window,  and  the  atmosphere  is  so  vitiated  that  if  the  foul  air  -"i 

were  coloured  in  one  way  and  the  pure  oxygen  in  another,  no  one  js— u 

who  understands  the    necessity   of    the    latter  for   health,    would  j^ 

scarcely  venture  to  put  his  head  within  the  room.    The  effect  of  ~^*" 

this  state  of  things  is  evident  upon  the  appearance  of  the  inmates.  ^ 

Lord  Harrowby  has  spoken  as  to  the  prevalence  of  intemperance,  and  - 

has  directly  traced  it  to  the  state  of  physical  depression  and  bodily 
exhaustion  into  which  those  persons  are  reduced.  They  feel  as  if 
ready  to  sink,  and  resort  to  the  use  of  spirits  as  a  kind  of  cordial  to 
revive  them :  until  the  continued  repetition  of  the  act  produces  the 
most  baneful  consequences.  I  have  not  only  my  own  evidence  to 
bring  forward  on  this  subject,  but  I  have  also  that  of  my  Scripture 
readers.  The  testimony  from  all  of  them  is  corroborative  of  my  own ; 
and  as  long  as  these  great  physical  evils  are  suffered  to  remain,  it  is 
almost  next  to  hopeless  to  expect  any  result  from  our  endeavours  to 
cultivate  and  improve  their  moral  and  religious  feelings.  It  is  true 
that,  here  and  there,  the  visits  of  the  Scripture  readers  have  been 
blessed,  and  many  persons  living  in  sin  have  been  arrested  by  the  simple 
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:veadiog  of  the  Word  of  God.     But  these  efforts  will  be  unavailing,  as 
long  as  the  pure  light  and  air  of  heaven  are  not  suffered  to  make  their 
^aj  into  these  wretched  abodes.    But  there  is  another  painful  result-— 
jminful  in  one  sense  and  agreeable  in  another — viz.,  the  rapidity  with 
iRrhieh  children  are  carried  off  in  these  wretched  localities.    It  is,  in  one 
Tespect,  a  painful  thought ;  but  believing,  as  I  do,  that  these  poor  chil- 
•  dren  are  taken  away  from  the  evil  to  come,  it  is  a  happy  one.    People^ 
on  entering  our  Sabbath  and  day  schools,  are  often  struck  with  the 
robust  appearance  of  many  of  the  children,  and  are  inclined  to  doubt 
the  evil  effects  of  the  abodes  in  which  they  are  brought  up.     To 
such  people  our  answer  is.  You  see  only  the  strong  ones,  who  have 
weathered  the  storm — ^you  see  those  who,  by  dint  of  a  strong  consti- 
tution, have  been  able  to  resist  the  influence  of  those  evils ;  but  you 
do  not  see  the  larger  numbers — the  infinitely  larger  numbers — whose 
irritability  of  temperament,  or  other  causes,  render  them   an  easy 
prey  to  the  innumerable  diseases  and  accidents  consequent  on  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  live.     The  benefit  resulting  from 
this    Society  consists  not  only  in   the   direct  moral   influence  pro* 
duced  on  those  who  are  received  into  their  model  lodging  houses, 
but  also  in   the   indirect  effect   upon   the   generality   of  lodging- 
house  keepers.     I  got  hold  the  other  day  of  a  notice  on  a  common 
piece  of  paper,  advertising  a  model-lodging  house  for  men  and  women, 
ia  the  neighbourhood  of  one  of  the  Society's  houses.     I  could  not 
doubt  for  a  moment  that  the  erection  of  that  building  had  induced 
the  landlord  of  the  other  lodging-house  to  imitate  the  plans  of  the 
Society,  and,  if  possible,  to  provide  those  who  came  to  him,  certainly 
not  with  similar  comforts,  but  with   something   that  should  be  a 
substitute,    and    wear    the    appearance    of   the   same    attractions. 
I    do    verily  believe    that   in   any    neighbourhood,   if   a  suflicient 
number  of  houses,  under  the  care  of  responsible  parties  connected 
with  this  Society,  were  erected  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  comforts 
to  the  lower  orders  at  a  justly  remunerative  price — if  these  could  be 
employed  to  a  suflicient  number  to  make  their  influence  felt  in  the 
neighbourhood,  so  as  not  merely  to  have  a  single  spot  with  a  moral 
influence  around  it,  but  a  large  number  of  similar  spots,  my  firm 
belief  is,  that  a  great  moral  good  would  result  not  only  to  the  inmatea 
of    those  houses,    but  that  all  the  houses  within  that  neighboar- 
liood   would   be    raised   by   the   competition.      Before   concluding, 
I  would  take  the  liberty  of  referring  to  what  Lord  Harrowby  said 
Yeapecting  the  building  of  new  streets.    I  can  bear  testimony  that, 
"when  a  large  street  was  carried  through  the  worst  part  of  my  own 
parish,  and  the  houses  of  the  poor  were  pulled  down,  I  found  that 
those  who  lived  there  previously  had  to  pay  from  6^.  to  2s.  a-week 
more  for  their  lodging,  or  had  to  go  to  Somers  Town,  St.  Pancras, 
and  other  places  equally  distant  from  their  ordinary  work,  and  thereby 
make  a  great  sacrifice ;  or  else  they  were  jammed  together  so  closely 
in  the  houses,  that  the  moral  evil  was  doubled,  at  the  same  time  that 
they  had  to  pay  one-fifth  more  for  their  accommodation  than  they 
had  been  doing  before.     I  would  therefore  bear  my  honest  testimony 
as  to  the  great  importance  and  efficiency  of  this  Society.     Though  I 
have  not  one  of  these  houses  in  my  parish,  I  should  esteem  it  the 
greatest  possible  boon  to  possess  one,  presided  over  by  responsible 
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persons,  and  tkiH  demonstrate  to  my  poor  parishioners  how  thej  auiy 
improve  their  present  miserable  condition.  I  beg  to  second  t^ 
resolution.     (Loud  cheers.) 

Lord  John  Russell  rose  to  put  the  resolution  to  the  meetiilgi 
but  a  person  named  Reynolds,  and  another  named  Beacon — the  former 
standing  on  the  platform,  the  latter  in  the  body  of  the  hall — requested 
permission  to  speak.  Reynolds,  who,  it  may  be  remembered,  took  ft 
conspicuous  part  in  some  of  the  Chartist  meetings  previously  to  the  lOtk 
of  April,  was  supported  by  half  a  dozen  people  at  the  end  of  the  hiU^ 
who  shouted  out  his  name  and  demanded  a  hearing  for  him. 

This  interruption,  after  being  persisted  in  for  some  time,  was  p«t 
down,  and  the  resolution  submitted  to  the  meeting  was  carnad 
almost  unanimously. 

Lord  John  Russell  then  said — If  any  member  of  this  society  hat 
remarks  to  make,  or  any  question  to  put  connected  with  this  rnolft- 
tion,  he  will  be  at  full  liberty  to  do  so  when  the  speaker  has  finisMl 
(cheers),  but  it  would  be  against  the  rules  of  the  society  to  admit  9mf 
person  not  a  member  to  speak  or  to  address  the  meeting  and  advaMe 
other  topics  for  discussion.  (Cheers.)  Lord  Ashley  will  move  tbe 
next  resolution  to  the  meeting.  (Loud  cheers  and  some  uproar,  in  the 
midst  of  which  Mr.  Reynolds's  voice  was  conspicuous.) 

Lord  Ashley. — Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  listen  to  the  few  wwA 
I  have  to  say  to  you,  and  allow  the  members  of  the  society  to  transMIt 
their  own  business?     I  had  intended  to  enter  at  some  length  into  Um 
working  of  the  society,  and  to  point  out  the  beneficial  result  of  ili 
operations  to  the  working  classes,  and  to  call  on  you  to  join  witk  M, 
iieart  and  hand,  in  furthering  this  great  object  so  manifestly  for  the 
welfare  and  interest  of  society  at  large.  (*<  Oh,  oh !")   My  good  InemiB 
down  there,  at  the  end  of  die  room,  I  have  been  in  the  habit  as  raudh 
as  any  one  of  mixing  with  all  dasses  and  conditions,  and  I  have  ben 
exposed  as  much  as  any  one  to  be  browbeaten  by  large  assembiioi; 
and  I  can  only  say  I  have  ever  come  oat  of  those  associations,  nol-    • 
withstanding  the  rebuffs  I  met,  with  increased  respect  and  esteem  far  ' 
the  working  classes  of  this  kingdonu     As  I  see  we  don't  happeo  to  - 
be  in  the  most  perfect  good  humour,  and  as  the  little  that  remakiB  - 
among  us  may  be  soon  evaporated,  I  will  give  up  all  I  intended  toaaf,. 
and  merely  address  myself  to  the  terms  of  the  resolution.     ( Cries  oP^ 
^  €ro  on,  go  on*")     I  may  say  it  is  quite  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  oP 
the  meeting,  which  is  met  to  celebrate,  as  it  were,  the  opening  of  the 
model  dwelling  houses*  to  direct  attention  to  the  zeal  of  those  who  gum 
HM  the  means  of  carrying  them  out  with  their  kindred  instituticnt. 
By  God's  great  mercy,  we  have   been  delivered   from  a  grieroas 
epidemic  and  the  piety  of  our  people  urged  them  to  call  for  a  day  af 
general  thanksgiving.     (Mr«  Reynolds,  and  one  or  two  people,  erted 
**  Oh!'')     Depend  on  it  he  who  murmurs  and  says  "  Oh !"  to  sueh  a 
sentiment  as  that  is  not  a  true  member  of  the  working  classes.     (Tpo- 
BMndotts  cheering.)     [Mr.  Reynolds,  '<  I  only  said  *  oh  I'   becaate 

."     Renewed  and  indignant  cheering  drowned  the  concluiimi^ 

and  soon  after  the  interrupter  took  his  departure.]  Lord  Athlcj 
then  ooBtinued  :-»The  resolution  I  have  to  move  is  grounded  apon 
tihe  feeling  of  thankfulness  to  which  I  have  alluded. 

We  bare  accepted  febat  duty^  aad  upon  that  basis  we  noir  < 
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^— '<<  You  abominable  fellow  !  you'll  be  the  ruin  of  me.  Since  you 
opened  your  house,  I  have  been  obliged  to  spend  £400 ;  for  nobody, 
after  seeing  your  place,  will  come  into  mine."  (Laughter  and  cheers.) 
Such  will  certainly  be  the  result  in  other  cases,  when  the  tastes  of  the 
labouring  classes  are  improved.  Their  tastes  have  been  only  degraded 
because  they  have  been  compelled  to  live  in  the  midst  of  so  much 
discomfort  and  filth,  from  which  no  powers  of  their  own  can  rescue 
them..  And  most  true  it  is,  that  something  must  be  done  in  respect 
to  future  clearances,  in  order  to  provide  the  poor  who  are  displaced 
with  suitable  accommodation.  In  the  place  called  Church-lane,  the 
population,  which,  four  years  ago,  was  extremely  over-crowded*  is 
at  this  moment  double  what  it  was;  and  this  is  caused  almost  entirely 
by  the  new  clearances  which  have  been  made  in  its  vicinity,  no  pro- 
vision having  been  made  for  the  poor  who  were  displaced  by  them. 
I  do  hope,  therefore,  that  whenever  this  subject  is  reviewed  in  its 
length  and  breadth,  some  legislative  provision  will  be  introduced  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  such  evil  consequences.  Nor  would  this 
be  any  limitation,  any  undue  infringement  on  private  property.  For 
the  purposes  of  decoration,  health,  and  public  convenience,  we  do 
interfere.  Why  should  we  not  do  so  when  the  interests  of  the 
working  classes  are  at  stake?  I  hope  also,  now  that  we  have 
been  enabled  to  prove,  by  the  most  undoubted  evidence,  that  it  is 
possible  to  give  all  the  advantages  which  our  model  lodging-hoi 
afford,  at  the  very  smallest  possible  cost, — for  instance,  that  we 
able  to  supply  as  much  water  as  is  required  for  every  purpose 
the  moderate  rate  of  1^.  and  2d.  per  week, — I  hope,  I  say,  that 
provision  will  be  introduced  into  future  building  acts,  requiring  tha^. 
no  man  shall  be  allowed  to  construct  a  house,  even  for  the  poorest  o^ 
the  poor»  unless  that  house  is  to  have  within  it  every  requisite  foK 
health  and  decency,  and  above  all,  seeing  how  moderate  is  th^ 
cost,  with  the  due  provision  of  water.  Our  experiments,  which 
call  upon  you  to  aid  and  promote,  have  proved  the  necessity  of 
this.  I  would  make  two  observations,  in  answer  to  certain  comment 
which  have  been  made  upon  us  and  our  proceedings.  The  firs 
objection  raised  is,  that  the  site  of  the  new  buildings,  the  opening 
which  we  are  met  to  celebrate,  is  not  good  ;  it  is  too  much  within 
the  heart  of  the  town,  and  ought  to  have  been  chosen  in  a  moi 
distant  part  of  London.  No  doubt,  if  we  had  looked  merely  to  coi 
fort  alone,  we  should  have  selected  a  more  salubrious  site.  But  I 
addressing  working  men,  who  will  agree  with  me  that  the  working 
man's  house  must  be  situated  within  the  reach  of  his  working  pi 
If  he  live  out  at  Clapham,  for  instance,  you  compel  him  to  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  reaching  his  daily  work.  Indeed,  it  is  oi 
necessary  that  he  should  live  close  upon  the  very  locality.  In 
most  unhealthy  parts  of  London,  I  have  found  people  earning  fro^=^ 
25«.  to  SOs.  a  week ;  and  on  asking  them  why  they  could  continue  — ^ 
live  in  such  places,  the  answer  I  received  was,  that  they  might  li^^ 
elsewhere,  but  they  would  be  so  far  removed  from  their  place  " 
work  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  attend  at  a  moment's  notice,  ^ 
was  frequently  required  by  their  employer.  This  is  the  necesi 
that  binds  many  to  these  miserable  localities.  The  place  which 
have  chosen  is  very  central,  and  well  adapted  to  meet  this  requi 
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sneDt.  Aoother  objection  is,  that  oar  houses  are  for  persons  in  a 
lietter  condition  of  life,  and  not  for  the  very  poorest.  It  is  true 
<<oar  houses  have  not  been  constructed  for  that  particular  branch 
<^f  the  community  ;  but  we  are  only  experimenting.  In  these  works, 
"we  have  two  duties  to  perform.  We  must  endeavour  as  much 
-to  save  people  from  falling  into  tlie  mire,  as  to  extract  them  when 
once  fallen  in.  These  houses  are  constructed  for  those  who,  if  thej 
"be  not  extracted  at  once,  will  assuredly  swell  the  ranks  of  the  most 
^lestitute.  I  appeal  to  those  around  me — to  clergymen  as  well  as 
medical  men — whether  this  will  not  be  the  case.  My  friend  Dr. 
Gavin,  who  will  shortly  address  you,  is  in  possession  of  facts  which 
set  this  matter  in  the  clearest  light.  We  wish  to  rescue  those  who» 
coming  hither  in  the  prime  of  life  and  in  full  capacity  for  work^  are 
in  danger  of  becoming,  by  living  in  the  midst  of  such  filth  and 
wretchedness,  the  victims  of  fever  and  pestilence.  Depend  upon  it, 
this  is  one  of  the  great  causes  of  the  evils  of  our  great  towns* 
Having  thus  begun,  we  shall  go  forward,  I  trust,  to  see  what  can  be 
done  for  the  poorest  and  most  destitute.  But  to  do  that,  we  muat 
be  efficiently  supported,  not  only  by  the  great  and  wealthy,  but  bj 
every  man,  whatever  his  condition  in  society,  by  every  one  who 
has  the  least  desire  to  see  his  fellow-creatures  elevated  in  the 
social  scale.  Our  duty  is  to  protect  the  working  classes,  to  protect 
them  morally  and  religiously.  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  domiciliary 
condition  of  our  labouring  people  is  the  root  of  many  of  the  evlb 
which  oppress  this  country.  Until  that  be  improved,  all  hope  it 
useless  and  every  effort  vain.  And  I  am  also  sure  that  nothing  can 
so  tend  to  the  harmony  of  all  estates  and  conditions — nothing  can  so 
bind  man  to  man — nothing  can  so  tend  to  keep  this  country  at  peace 
within  herself — nothing  can  so  make  government  an  easy  task — as 
that  your  lordship,  holding  the  great  position  of  First  Minister  of  the 
Crown,  with  so  much  honour  to  yourself  and  benefit  to  the  country, 
should  continue  to  place  yourself  at  the  head  of  such  a  movement  as 
this.  (Cheers.)  Under  such  circumstances,  we  may  all  rejoice  in 
the  title  of  protectionist ;  because  we  are  protectionists  of  everything 
that  relates  to  the  welfare  of  the  human  race,  of  the  throne  of  onr 
beloved  Queen,  and,  under  God,  to  the  maintenance  of  all  its  rights. 
(Loud  cheers.) 

Lord  Robert  Grosvenor  seconded  the  motion.  The  noble  lord, 
llaving  briefly  and  good-humouredly  alluded  to  the  interruption  in  the 
«arly  part  of  the  meeting,  said  that,  no  doubt,  at  the  time  of  the 
cholera,  many  good  resolutions  were  made  as  to  improvements  which 
People  would  endeavour  to  make,  but,  upon  the  illness  passing  away, 
the  cares  of  life  had  driven  those  good  intentions  out  of  their  minds. 
tie  thought  it,  therefore,  most  important  that  these  houses  should  be 
erected,  in  order  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  return  of  that 
ireful  and  devastating  disease. 

Ix>rd  John  Rossell  then  rose  and  said, — Before  I  put  the  resolution 
I  beg  to  say  a  few  words.  The  meeting  has  heard  from  Lord  Ashley, 
^hose  whole  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  amelioration  of  those  evils 
%o  which  the  labouring  classes  in  this  country  are  exposed,  a  full  and 
tiirect  explanation  of  the  objects  of  the  society.  The  strict  rule  of 
tlie  society  is  that  at  such  meetings  members  are  alone  entitled  to 


114  TUB  ULBOinSE'B  WMIBBK 

•peak»  At  the  nBie  timey  if  any  gentleiaany  who  ktef»  kimielf  to  the 
cibjeeli  of  the  retolution,  wishes  to  obtain  explaaatflMU  as  to  tlnse 
ehyects,  1  trnsi  the  meeting  will  hear  such  obserratieM  as  he  has  %a 
offer,  within  those  limits.  If  any  extraneous  subjeet  is  intro4nca4 
or  any  rtsolntioo  moved,  I  must  put  a  stop  to  it  as  irregnlary  bat  aaj- 
thing  that  tends  to  call  forth  explanations  I  trnst  the  BieetiBg  will 
listan  to  with  patience  and  good  temper. 

Viscount  Ebbingtois  M.P.,  moved  thai  the  thanks  of  the  meeting 
fae  giTen  to  the  committee  and  treasurer  for  their  exertions  during 
the  past  year.  He  wished,  in  doing  so,  to  be  allowed  to  call  attentioa 
to  the  fact,  that  the  epidemic  the  cessation  of  which  they  were  about  to 
cooraMmorate  by  the  erection  of  this  new  building,  haid  attacked  the 
▼ery  sane  spots  which  had  been  attacked  by  previous  epidemics^  and 
that  these  Tisitations  might  be  in  a  great  measure  prevented  by  proper 
aanitary  reguUitions.  To  show  what  miseries  resulted  from  the  wast 
•f  those  regulations,  he  might  state  that,  in  Aylesbury,  thirty-foar 
persons  who  had  never  received  parochial  relief  were  attacked  by 
dMsfera,  twent}"  of  whom  died.  The  result  was  that  three  widows 
and  seven  children  became  chargeable  to  the  parislu  The  expenses 
off  the  funerals  of  those  who  died  was  22/.  13^.  4d.y  the  relief  to  the 
widows  up  to  the  time  of  the  return  being  made  amounted  to  4lM^ 
and  to  the  orphans  47 iL,  making  a  total  of  128/.,  the  whole  of  which 
Slight  have  been  saved,  if  proper  sanitary  regulations  for  giving  fresh 
air^  a  good  supply  of  water,  and  proper  drainage^  had  existed*  The 
advantage  of  proper  sanitary  regulations  was  shown  by  the  fact*  that 
daring  the  recent  epidemic,  the  deaths  in  St.  George's*  Hanover 
Sqaare^  were  only  at  the  rate  of  6  in  10,000,  while  in  Bermoadsey 
tbsy  amoonted  to  196  in  1^,000.  He  would  not  further  trouble  the 
Meeting,  but  content  himself  by  moving  his  resolntioo. 

Dr.  GAvm  said, — It  is  with  iniiuite  satisfaction  I  rise  to  second  Sd 
wote  of  thanks  to   the  Committee  and  Treasurer  of  this  Society,, 
beeaose,  if  the  thanks  of  the  public  were  ever  faiirly  earned,  they  hav^ 
been  so  by  tliis  Society,  which  has  been  unwearied  in  its  exertiona  t^ 
IpvoBSOte  the  public  wei£ire  in  matters  of  the  highest  importance^  bi^ 
w4ach,  before  its  existence,  had  been  greatly  neglected,  if  not  entirely 
disregarded.     While  it  has  proved  that  certain  of  the  greatest  evis^ 
which  afflict  the  labouring  population  are  remediable  evils,  it  b^. 
Bkewise  busily  engaged  itself  in  demonstrating  the  necessary  rexaedi( 
asd  in  practically  applying  them.    It  has  proved  that,  great  and  em 
SMus  as  the  particular  evib  are,  they  are  remediable  not  only 
a  small  outlay,  but  that  the  very  application  of  the  remedial  meaan; 
will  ensure  a  fair  and  legitimate   return  for  the  capital  in^ 
in*  them. 

None  but  those  who   are  fully  cognizant   of  the  facts   aa  tl 
actually  exist,  can  form  an  idea  of  the  fearful  amount  of  suffering 
wretchedness  endured  by  the   labouring  classes  from  causes  wJ 
hanre  no  necessary  connexion  with  their  condition.     None  but 
thus  informed  can  be  brought  to  believe  that  in  this  great  metrop 
^e  centre  of  civilization  as  it  is  called,  so  great — so  overwh  ~ 
evils  could  possibly  exist.     Certainly,  after  it  had  been 
that,  as  a  measure  merely  of  wise  economy,  even  less  than  aa  a 
servative  and  remunerative  measure,  it  was  practicable  to  changi 


sad  oooditioB  of  tliiog%  none  oould  believe  that  these  evik  would  bo 
permitted  to  continue. 

The  Sooiety  has  had  the  honour  of  demonstrating  this  great 
eoonotny,  the  great  means  of  ameliorating  the  oondition  of  the 
labouring  classes,  and  for  the  demonstration  is  it  not  emisentlj 
worthy  of  the  thanks  of  this  meeting,  and  of  all  interested  in  the 
social  progress  of  the  human  race  ?  The  work  which  this  Society  has 
aooomplishedy  the  experiment  which  it  has  successfully  carried  on 
to  its  final  and  demonstrative  conclusion,  is  indeed  a  model,  not  only 
iMT  this  metropolis,  but  for  all  civilized  countries.  As  Editor  of  the 
Jmumal  <if  Pubiic  Healthy  I  was  made  aware  that  the  success  of  its 
efforts  was  not  only  known  in  distant  lands,  but  had  cncoaraf*ed 
mnilar  undertakings.  The  good  work  it  has  in  hand  will  therefore 
aot  be  confined  to  the  metropolis — it  will  germinate  wherever  a 
.laowledge  of  the  Society's  operations  can  be  made  known. 

la  regard,  however,  to  the  metropolis,  the  necessity  of  the 
JSociety's  experiment  had  been  yearly  becoming  more  and  more 
wrgcat.  The  enormous  increase  in  the  population  of  the  metropolis, 
without  adequate  provision  for  their  accommodation  in  healthful 
^weiiiogs,  has  been  yearly  increasiug  the  sum  of  wretchedness 
unfiioted  on  the  poor  and  working  classes,  through  a  neglect  of  that 
OKwt  necessary,  most  essential,  provision  for  their  welfare.  It  has 
been  observed  by  Dr.  Prichard,  the  eminent  natural  historian  of  man, 
(bat  if  men  be  deprived  of  wagons,  tents  and  coverings,  in  the  cold 
nylons  of  Central  Asia,  they  perish ;  and  that  if  similarly  circum- 
atanced  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  they  degenerate  into  debased  savages. 
la  the  metropolis,  the  deprivation  of  physical  necessaries  does  not  lead 
ia  the  same  marked  way  to  the  sudden  extermination  of  the  race, 
aeither  does  it  exhibit  the  same  kind  of  physical  and  mental  degrada- 
tiOB ;  but  to  those  who  have  studied  the  natural  hbtory  of  the  dwellers 
ia  towns,  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  persons  chiefly  exposed  to  the 
laflaenoes  of  unhealthy  habitations,  though  not  exterminated,  hare  the 
duration  of  their  lives  grievously  cut  short,  and  that  they  and  their 
laoiilieSyV^beoome  sickly,  diseased,  pauperised,  and  altogether  inferior  in 
their  moral  as  well  as  in  their  physical  condition. 

It  is  quite  possible  to  walk  nearly  continuously,  as  I  have  done, 
for  miles  through  districts  of  the  metropolis,  where,  on  every  side, 
poverty  and  pauperism,  sickness  and  disease,  moral  depravity  and 
m  marked  diminution  in  the  appreciation,  if  not  a  total  abandonmeat, 
•f  the  social  obligations,  are  clearly  traceable  to  agencies  which  can 
be  easily  and  economically  removed.  Yet  the  task  of  polating  out  a 
aeans  of  remedying  much  of  this  sad  condition  of  things,  and  of 
demonstrating  their  easy  application,  was  left  to  a  voluntary  society. 
The  attempt  was  to  grapple  with  the  results  of  years,  I  might  say 
•eaturies,  of  neglect.  But  in  order  to  estimate  the  success  of  the 
attempt,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  actual  evils  themselves. 
Dr.  Glover,  the  medical  officer  attached  to  the  Edinburgh  police 
force,  informed  me  this  morning,  that  from  one  room  only,  in  a 
hoaae  in  that  city,  sixty  persons  had  been  traced  on  the  register  to 
have  been  removed  ill  with  typhus  fever.  From  another  small  flat, 
frooi  forty  to  flfty  persons  had  been  also  removed  ill  with  the  saae 
Sttch  astonishing  aad  almost  incredible  iastaaces  of  keavy 
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calamities  entailed  on  the  unhappy  poor  and  labouring  populatioo, 
compelled,  by  circumstances,  over  which  they  can  exert  no  control,  to 
take  up  their  abodes  in  dwellings  incompatible  with  the  conditions  on 
which  the  physical  life  of  man  is  dependent,  are  not  peculiar  to  any 
one  town.  They  are  common  in  London  as  in  Edinburgh,  varying 
only  somewhat  in  degree,  somewhat  in  kind. 

The  experience  derived  from  the  largest  and  most  comprehen8i%*e 
sanitary  measure  ever  instituted  for  the  preservation  of  a  people,  and 
for  the  stay  of  pestilence,  proved  that  in   London — from  Fulham  to 
Greenwich — from  Lambeth  to  Hackney — in  almost  every  locality, 
there  abounded  the  most  extraordinary,  unlooked-for,  and  lamentable 
conditions  of  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes  possible  to  be 
described.     London  was  never  so  thoroughly  made  known  as  during 
the  house-to-house  examination  instituted  during  that  epidemic ;  and 
I  am  sure  I  am  within  the  mark  when  I  declare  the  condition  of  the 
localities  inhabited  by  the  working-classes  to  be  a  disgrace  to  the  age 
—an  enduring  satire  on  its  so-called  civilization — to  be  huge  spaces 
covered  with  buildings,  termed  houses,  reeking  with  impurities,  fever- 
nests,  pest-dens,  destroyers  of  the  wealth,  as  of  the  health,  of  the  people. 
They  are  utterly  opposed  to  any  real  progression  of  the  people  in 
all  those  conditions  or  circumstances  which  indicate  either  an  enjoy- 
ment, or  an  appreciation,  of  the  great  objects  of  existence.     Whcfe 
rows  and  blocks  of  houses,  courts  and  alleys,  are  so  notorious  for 
producing  disease  and  pauperism,  that  the  overseers  and  parochial 
medical  officers  are  never  absent  from  them,  and  some  of  the  inhsr 
bitants,  or  their  widows  or  orphans,  are  always  to  be  found  in  the 
workhouse,  burdening  the  rates.     In   New  Tyssen   Street,  Bethnal 
Green,  I  found  a  new  family  entering  upon  their  tenancy.     The  three 
previous  families  had  been  removed  to  the  workhouse  in  consequeooe 
of  typhus  fever.    The  landlord  at  the  time  of  my  visit  had  commenced 
some  inadequate  changes  in  his  premises;  but  these  changes,  it  is  to 
be  noticed,  were  not  commenced  till  three  families  had  been  successiTcly   - 
stricken  down  by  typhus  fever,  and  had  become  burdens  on  the  parisiL — 
Five  and  twenty  years  ago,  Mount  Square  was  known  as  a  fetei 
haunt ;  eleven  years  ago,  it  was  a  pest  den ;  two  or  three  years  ago^ 
it  was  proved  that  it  had  continued  so  ever  since,  and  even  then  wa^ 
a  fever  haunt.    The  continuance  of  disease  in  this  spot  was  predicted^ 
and  the  prevalence  of  cholera  when  the  epidemic  should  have  arrived. 
Since  then,  typhus  and  cholera  have  taken  off  many  victims  frooi  thst 
Square,  and  lamentably  verified  the  prediction.     In  another  Sqoarei 
which  has  ever  been  a  constant  fever  haunt,  the  well  which  supplies 
water  to  twenty  houses  is  within  two  feet  of  a  large  cesspool.     la 
Windmill  Square,  Shoreditch,  the  inhabitants  are  always  ill  from  the 
same  cause;  eleven  out  of  twenty-two  inhabitants  died  of  cholen. 
In  Silkmill  Row,  Hackney,  sixty-one  out  of  sixty -three  inhabitants 
were  ill  from  a  similar  cause.     They  were  glad  to  drink  water  from 
the  kennel.     Beckford  Row  is  a  narrow  row  of  sixteen  two-roomed 
houses,  one  above  the  other;    each  room  occupied  by  a  separate 
family.     This  place  is  a  concentration  of  abominations,  yet  three 
shillings  and  sixpence  and  three  shillings  a-week  are  paid  for  these 
miserable  habitations— as  much,  in  fact,  as  is  paid  for  the  healthful 
dwellings  built  by  this  Association.     In  one  house  alone,  eight  cases 
of  fever  occurred ;  in  fourteen  weeks^  thirteen  cases  had  taken  place. 
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^he  other  face  of  this  row,  called  Alfred  Row,  is  similar.     In  the  last 

Jiouse  the  atmosphere  was  scarcely  to  be  breathed  for  a  moment  with 

impunity.  In  one  of  the  rooms,  three  cases  and  one  death  from  small- 

jpox  had  just  taken  place.     In  the  lower  room  of  the  next  house,  four 

;person8  were  recovering  from,  or  were  afflicted  with,  confluent  small- 

jK>x.     It  was  in  these  houses  that  the  chief  outbreak  of  cholera  took 

place,  in  that  registration  district.     The  cost  in  poor-law  reliefy  in 

consequence  of  disecue  induced  hy  the  state  of  these  houses,  would  have 

bought  up  the  whole  property.    Forty-eight  rooms,  nearly  all  containing 

a  separate  family,  were  supplied  with  water  from  one  open  barrel, 

twenty-one  inches  in  diameter  and  twelve  inches  deep,  situate  under 

the  same  roof  as  the  privy,  and  supplied  two  hours  thrice  weekly. 

These  few  facts  (and  a  thousand  others,  in  strict  truth,  could  be 
added)  will  suffice  to  demonstrate  the  evils  this  society  appreciated,  and 
considered  it  necessary  to  establish  a  remedy  for.     I  would  add,  that 
it  is  not  by  sweeping  away  whole  rows  and  streets  of  unhealthy 
and  wretched  dwellings  that  the  condition  of  the  metropolitan  labouring 
classes  is  to  be  improved.     Already  this  point  has  been  adverted  to, 
but  I  would  wish  further  to  prove  that  a  great  evil,  almost  peculiar 
to  the  present  age,  is  perpetrated,  in  the  desire  to  effect  good  results. 
St  John   Street,  in  the  cholera  epidemic  of  1831,  was  remarkable 
for  an  excessive  mortality.     The  Eastern  Counties  Railway  swept 
away  one  half  this  street  and  many  other  houses.     Now,  when  I 
visited  this  locality,  two  years  ago,  I  found  only  two  empty  houses  in 
the  Registration   District,  and,  as   a  general   rule,  the  population 
excessively  crowded.     The  comfort,  convenience,  and  health  of  the 
people  of  the  district  was  not  only  not  increased,  bnt  actually  dimi- 
Hiahed,  by  what  at  first  sight  would  have  appeared  to  be  a  happy  and 
beneficial  change.     The  sweeping  away  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poor 
itad  labouring  population,  without  adequate  provision  for  their  ac- 
commodation, is  merely  a  concentration  of  the  evil  elsewhere. 

I  would  now  point  to  a  different  kind  of  result,  a  result  brought 
'^bout  by  the  operations  of  this  Society,  and  by  the  demonstrations  it 
^as  made  of  the  wisdom  of  adopting  enlightened,  in  place  of  narrow 
mnd  selfish,  views  of  personal  interest.     Old  Castle  Street,  some  few 
^ears  ago,  on  both  sides,  was  well  known  to  the  parochial  medical 
-officer  as  a  peculiarly  unhealthy  locality ;  it  constantly  furnished  to 
liim  cases  of  fever,  diarrhoea,  &c.;  now  a  great  part  of  the  southern 
«ide  was  very  considerably  improved  a  few  years  ago  by  an  intelligent 
landlord.      He  effected  radical  changes,  which,  though  by  no  means 
perfect  specimens  of  Sanitary  appliances,  had  nevertheless  the  foUow- 
:iog  result :  the  south  side — the  improved  side — was  comparatively 
free  from  cholera  during  the  late  epidemic,  while  the  north  side, 
"which  had  not  been  improved,  contributed  a  considerable  number  of 
^ctims.     The  street,  in  consequence  of  the  improvements  effected, 
altogether  changed  its  position  in  reference  to  unhealthiness,  as  com- 
pared with  other  streets.     The  medical  officer  has  now  much  less 
disease  than  heretofore  in   that  street.     Thb   is  an  instance  of  an 
unknown   benefit  to   the   community,    unobtrusively   and   modestly 
springing  out  of  the  great  demonstration  effected  by  this  Society. 

I  have  not  exaggerated  the  expression  of  my  sentiments  in  reference 
4o  the  obligation  which  the  public  owes  to  this  and  kindred  societies.  It 
b  my  firm  coovictioni  founded  on  an  extensive  and  minnte  kaowled§^ 
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of  the  acinal  condittoa  of  the  labouring  populaiioD,  the  resolt  of  woaaj 
years  of  untiring  inquiry,  that  the  surest  way  to  remove  one  great,  if 
not,  as  I  believe,  the  chieA  obstaele  to  their  improvement,  cousists  m, 
providing  for  them  improved  dwellings— -dwellings  where  health  CMi 
be  preserved,  free  from  contaminating  iaipurtties,  under  the  baneful 
influence  of  which,  mind  as  well  as  body  inevitably  become  impaired. 
With  so  strong  a  conviction,  the  successful  experiments  of  this  society 
offer  to  me  the  strongest  assurances,  that  the  right  of  the  public  te 
healthful  dwellings  will  shortly  be  acknowledged  and  j^ced  under  the 
protection  of  the  legislature,  and  that  the  Government,  ackoowkc^iBg 
the  economy  as  well  as  the  policy  of  the  measure,  will  provide  that  % 
habitation  shall  no  more  be  permitted  to  destroy  the  health  and  live^ 
of  the  occupants  by  imperfections  in  its  sanitary  condition,  than  that 
it  shall  be  permitted  through  imperfect  structural  arrangements  to 
endanger  or  destroy  the  lives  of  its  inhabitants  or  of  the  passers-by. 

In  finally  adverting  to  the  condition  of  the  dwellings  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  labouring  population  of  the  metropolis,  I  am  desirovs  to 
speak  cautiously  on  matters  not  so  strictly  within  my  province  as  a 
physician,  but  it  is  impossible  to  overlook  the  feelings  of  the  peopla 
themselves,  as  to  the  causes  of  their  impoverishment  and  degradation^ 
The  people  feel  and  appreciate  the  wretchedness  they  endure  through 
being  compelled  to  reside  where  they  are  necessarily  subjected  to 
perennial  filth  and  pervading  impurities.  ^*  We  do  not  die  here,  wemtm 
murdered  by  the  fever ^  was  -the  deep-felt,  indignant  exclamatioOy  tw0 
or  three  years  ago,  of  an  inhabitant  of  Half  Nichol -street.  Cholent 
last  year  attacked  almost  every  house  in  that  street,  and  spread  terror 
and  dismay.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at  then,  that  such  neglected  looi^ 
ties,  shut  out  apparently  from  the  consideration  and  regard  of  society, 
should  abound  with  men  discontented,  and  brooding  over  a  sease  oC 
undeserved  wrong?  Is  it  surprising  that,  in  disturbed  times,  thej 
should  be  the  chief  seats  whence  the  ranks  of  insubordination  and 
sedition  are  recruited  ?  Surely  if  we  are  altogether  forgetful  of  the 
duties  which  we  owe  to  our  fellow-men,  self-interest  should  teaob  qb 
that,  in  times  of  disorder,  such  a  state  of  things  is  a  source  of  weakneH^ 
and  that  while  it  continues  we  cannot  be  secure  in  the  possession  of 
the  great  political  privileges  and  liberties  we  enjoy* 

John  Laboucherb,  Esq.,  moved,  and  the  Marquis  of  WESTMiNsnot 
seconded,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  John  Russell  for  his  kindness  m 
presiding  over  the  meeting. 

The  Resolution  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

Lord  John  Russell,  on  returning  thanks,  said,  I  beg  to  return  aij 
most  sincere  thanks  for  the  honour  just  conferred  upon  me.  Thoa^ 
the  harmony  of  the  meeting  was  interrupted  for  a  time,  yet  I  waa 
very  much  pleased  to  see  that  the  vast  majority  participated  in  tlie 
feelings  that  this  society  is  a  valuable  one,  and  showed  that  they  woe 
determined  to  support  it  The  interesting  statements  which  you  hai^e 
heard  to  day  will,  I  trust,  still  more  favour  the  progress  of  this  iBflt;^ 
tution,  from  which  I  hope  the  working  classes  will  derive  all  Ibe 
benefits  it  is  intended  to  confer.  My  time  could  not,  I  am  sure,  be 
better  occupied  than  in  presiding  over  such  a  meeting  as  the  prnnat 
(Cheers.) 

The  prooeediDga  then  terminated  on  the  Seeretary'a  leaduq^  « 
lirt  of  Snbflcriptiona. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

PasMdat  tbe  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society. 

The  Right  Hod.  Lord  Johm  Russell,  M.P.,  in  the  chair. 

I. 

Sieved  by  the  Earl  of  Harrowbt,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  W.  W. 
Champnbts* 

Thai  the  Report  now  read  be  adopted,  and  circulated  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee ;  and  that  this  meeting  whilst  acknow- 
ladging  the  goodness  of  God  in  continuing  to  bless  the  efforts  of  the 
Society,  rejoices  more  particularly  in  the  progress  made  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes,  and  in  the  con- 
tioued  extension  of  the  allotment  and  field  garden  system. 

II. 
Moved  by  Lord  Ashley,  M.P.,  seconded  by  Lord  Robbit 
Gbosvenor,  M.P. 
'*  That  the  thanks  of  the  Meeting  be  presented  to  the  Right  Hon. 
and  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London,  and  to  the  Clergy,  for  tiie 
oollections  made  in  the  charches  on  the  day  of  General  Thanksgiving, 
and  that  this  Meeting  approve  of  the  design  of  this  Society  to  erect 
a  pile  of  batldings  as  a  memorial  of  that  great  NaUonai  Mercy  —  the 
deliverance  from  the  Cholera. 

in. 

Moved  by  Viscount  Ebrington,  M.P.,  seconded  by  Dr.  Gavin. 

Resolved, — That  the  thanks  of  the  Meeting  be  presented  to  the 

Committee  and  Treasurer,  for  the  past  year,  and  that  the  foIlowlBg 

noblemen  and  gentlemen  be  appointed  the  Committee  for  the  ensuing 

year,  with  power  to  fill  up  vacancies — viz., 

Committse. 
Lord  Ashley,  M.P.,  CbainnaD. 

Samuel  Hanson,  Esq. 


Henry  Blanshard,  Esq. 
John  Bridges,  Esq. 
Lord  Bateman. 
Viscount  Brackley,  M.P. 
Lord  Alfred  Churchill. 
Rev.  S.  R.  Cattley. 

E.  H.  Fitzherbert,  Esq. 
Alexander  Gordon,  Esq. 
William  Gregson,  Esq. 

F.  H.  N.  Glossop,  Esq. 
tl.  P.  Hathaway,  Esq. 
Hev.  Edward  Holland* 


William  Long,  Esq. 
Major  Little. 

Charles  A.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.P. 
John  Dean  Paul,  Esq. 
Henry  Roberts,  Esq.,  F.S.A. 
» Philip  Rose,  Esq. 
Robert  B.  Seeley,  Esq. 
John  Sperling,  Esq. 
Thos.  Twining,  jun.  Esq. 
F.  L.  Wollaston,  Esq. 

d  that  John  Labouchere,  Esq.,  be  requested  to  continue  in  the 
ce  of  Treasurer. 

IV. 

Moved  by  John  Labouchere,  Esq.,  seconded  by  the  Most  Hon. 
the  Marquis  op  Westminster. 

That  the  sincere  and  most  respectful  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
^^E'^sented  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Jobs  Russell,  for  his  kindness 
^    preddiDg  oB  tba  pnMBt  oceaaioa. 


The  Thanh^winff  Model  Building  in  Portpool  Lane,  Gray's-Inn  Lane,  to  omx 
20  FandHes  and  128  Single  Women,  including  a  Public  Waehknue. 
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POKTPOOL  LANE. 
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Ht.  RoBon.  1^8. 
70  to 
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A    Entnaee  to  Modal  BoUding  liMr  1»  Sini^  Women. 
B    Entnaee  to  ModtlBiiikBiigfbr  Twelve  FunUtof. 


C    Entrmnce  to  Model  BaUdlBg  ibr  BIgkt  1^ 
D    Entrenoe  to  PoMie  Verthoim. 


/0( 


LMnf-ffoene.     h  Bed-roomt.      e  SeoUerieg.      d  Water-eloeets.       e  Entnnee-lobbiM. 

#  SteireMet.       A  Enelonn  Ibr  light  and  Tentilirtkn.  with  dait-diell.«Dd  *  ilidi  l 

k  OUanMrHheft  fttNn  holler  of  WMfahouae.        I  FBj-<ifflce  Ibr  the  Superintendent  oT  the  WMUaf 

BtaiTCaBetothe  Betha,  and  the  dweUI^  efwrtmenta  of  the  Superintendent.        »  Pay4ohhy  to  We Ahwi 

\  date  eooloaoraa.        p  Wrini^  machine.        a  Sliding  horaea  for  drying  linen.       r  Iroolag  ti 

down  to  the  Btere  Cellar,  nader  Uie  Waahhonae,  fiir  dcfpoaiting  Huckatert*  gooda,  with  trado^  ftc 

JlTolSr.— Light  and  TtntUationwffl  be  giTcn  to  the  Waahhonae  from  the  root 


MODEL  DWELLINGS  FOR  THE  LABOURING  CLASSES, 
AKD  A  PUBLIC  WASHHOUSE, 

BAISED   WITH 

Thanksffivinff  Offerings  for  the  Removal  of  the  Cholera  in  1849. 


v 


aw  THS    EAST    SIDE   OF   THE   THANKSOIYIKO   MODEL    BUILDINGS,   POBTPOOL   LAKE,    QBAY'S-INV   LAMS. 

Gratitude  for  deliverance  from  a  pestilence  which  has  invariably 
found  its  congenial  atmosphere  in  the  miserable  dwellings  of  the  poor, 
could  not  be  more  appropriately  manifested  than  by  contributing  to 
their  improvement,  and  to  the  removal  of  those  physical  evils  which 
press  so  heavily  on  a  large  portion  of  our  fellow-creatures,  and  tend 
80  greatly  to  their  degradation  as  rational  and  accountable  beings. 

The  Bishop  of  London,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  clergy  of  his 
diocese,  previous  to  the  day  appointed  for  the  National  Thanksgiving, 
Nov.  15,  1849,  thus  wrote: — "I  venture  to  recommend,  that  the 
alms  then  collected  should  be  applied  to  the  promotion  of  some  well- 
considered  plan  for  improving  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes. 
I  would  not  be  understood  to  prescribe  the  channel  through  which  the 
collections  should  be  so  applied  ;  but  I  would  suggest,  that  where 
the  funds  so  raised  are  not  sufficient  for  carrying  out  a  local  scheme 
for  that  purpose,  they  may  be  safely  entrusted  to  *  The  Society  for 
Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes,'  without  fear  of 
misapplication  or  waste.  Much  good  has  been  already  effected  by 
that  Society  in  setting  an  example  of  wliat  may  be  done  towards  pro- 
viding the  poor  with  decent  and  commodious  habitations,  by  an  outlay 
which  will  ultimately  be  repaid  with  interest,  both  in  a  social  and  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view.  It  is  a  remarkable  and  encouraging  fact» 
that  in  the  dwellings  and  lodging-houses  belonging  to  the  Society 
there  was  not  one  case  of  cholera,  and  two  only  of  diarrhoea,  which 
iq>eedily  yielded  to  medical  treatment." 

The  liberal  response  made  to  this  appeal,  together  with  the  con* 
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tribations  made  directly  to  the  Society,  has  enabled  the  Committee 
to  purchase  a  spacious  freehold  site,  eligibl}'  situated  in  Portpool-lane, 
Gray*s-inn-lane,  on  which  will  be  nused  Model  Dwellings  for  twenty 
families,  and  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  single  women ;  whilst 
an  existing  building  will  be  converted  into  a  spacious  Washhouse  for 
the  use  of  the  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  of  the  tenants  of  the  Model 
Dwellings.  In  the  cellar  under  the  Washhouse  will  be  provided  a 
range  of  enclosed  depositories  for  perishable  goods,  such  as  fruit  and 
vegetables,  sold  in  the  streets  by  the  numerous  hucksters  residing  in 
this  locality.  As  their  miserable  and  crowded  lodging-houses  afford 
no  secure  and  ventilated  receptacle  for  their  articles  of  trade  when 
they  quit  the  street,  these  depositories  will  offer  a  great  advantage ; 
and  being  closed  from  Saturday  evening  to  McMMlay  morning,  may 
prove  an  inducement  to  abstinence  from  Sundmj  traffic,  to  which 
many  of  this  dass  of  persons  appear  to  be  almost  dnveo  bj  oeoeMitj* 
Two  Baths  will  also  be  provided  for  the  inmates  of  Hie  dwdlingi. 

The  twenty  families  will  occupy  two  dlstinet  bukUngs,  of  fear 
stories  in  be^ht — one  building  having  three  teBemeBts,  with  three 
rooms  each  on  a  floor ;  the  other  having  two  tSDements,  with  tws 
rooms  each  on  a  floor — a  scollery  and  other  reqaisile  eonvenieaoes 
bdng  provided  separately  for  each  fiimily,  whOst  to  both  hwum 
there  will  be  an  open  staircase^  and  to  the  laiger  one  a  galleij 
of  commnnieadon,  by  which  means  oonplete  vetttOaftion  wiU  bn 
secured. 

The  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  single  womoi,  of  whon  the 
majority  wiU,  donbdess,  be  poor  metikummem,  are  to  ooonpy  sixty- 
four  rooott,  in  a  bniWng  of  fonr  stories,  divided  by  a  central  stair- 
case ;  a  corridor  on  ntho*  side  will  form  a  lobby  to  eight  rooms,  each 
12ft.  6in.  long,  by  9ft.  6in.  wide,  sufficiently  large  for  two  persons. 
They  will  be  flttcd  up  with  two  bedsteads,  a  table,  chairs,  and  a  — i 
washing-stand.  The  charge  will  be,  Is.  per  week  for  each  person,  or  ^^ 
2f.  per  room. 

The  washhouse,  60ft.  long,  by  20ft.  broad  (formerly  a  brewhouse),^^--* 
will  have  washing^troughs  for  twenty-four  persons,  and  ironing-tableau^  - 
for  twelve  persons  ;  a  wringing  apparatus,  and  twelve  drying-horses^ 
heated  with  hot  water.     The  arrangements  for  this  establishment  arer 
made  with  a  view  to  avoid  confusion,  by  keeping  the  various  processed 
as  distinct  as  possible. 

The  principal  building,  that  for  single  women,  is  intended  to  meet 
the  peculiar  and  difficult  circumstances  of  a  class  of  persons  on  whoso 
behalf  much  public  sympathy  has  been  justly  excited,  and  for  whom 
no  suitable  provision  has  hitherto  been  made  by  the  society.  In  the 
arrangement  of  the  houses  for  families,  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the 
honorary  architect,  Henry  Roberts,  Esq.,  to  show  how  the  disadvan- 
tages of  an  enclosed  Common  staircase  may,  in  a  great  measure,  bo 
obviated;  and  to  offer  two  models  of  houses,  one  adapted  to  tht 
accommodation  of  two,  and  the  other  of  three  families  on  a  floor. 

With  the  exception  of  the  washhouse  roof,  the  buildings  will  be 
wholly  of /re-proq^  construction,  similar  to  the  plan  adopted  in  the 
Society's  model  houses  for  families  in  Streatham-street,  a  full  descrip- 
tion of  which  is  given  in  the  Essay  on  the  Dwellings  of  the  Laboiir- 
iog  Classes,  published  by  the  Society. 

The  cost  of  these  bnildings,  indndmg  the  land,  will  be 
9000/.  and  10,000/.,  whilst  the  total  anonat  reoeived  does  not  < 
53002.    The  oonmittee  feel  it  to  be  Tery  desirable  that  these  tkaaks- 
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gmag  bvildiog*  Bbould  Ve  ecmpleted  without  tlie  neeessity  of  bor- 
lowiiig  on  mortgage,  as  they  hare  been  forced  to  do  in  the  case  of 
aH  their  other  model  houses. 

2t,  Exeter  Halt,  London,  May,  1850. 


UFFORTS  FOR  IMPROVING  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 
LABOURING  CLASSES  VIEWED  AS  GUARANTEES 
FOR  NATIONAL  PROSPERITY. 

{Frvm  the  Timet  o/Qth  June,  1850.) 

3ff.  Ledrd  Rollin  professes  to  be  a  philosopher  and  a  statesman, 

^nd,  being  induced  by  somewhat  peculiar  circumstances  to  reflect 

-^pon  the  condition  of  this  country,  he  was,  he  tells  us,  driven  to  the 

conclusion  that  we  are  a  declining  people,  destined  in  no  short  period 

-to  exhibit  to  mankind  a  fearful  spectacle  of  misery  and  ruin.     Some 

^persons  have  thought,  that  the  many  manifestations  of  material  wealth 

•and  power  which  must  have  presented  themselves  to  the  eyes  and 

snind  of  M.  Ledru  Rollin,  even  on  the  most  casual  observation,  should 

^laye   induced   him   in   his  character  of  philosopher  to  hesitate  in 

deciding  so  hastily,  and  with  such  emphasis,  that  our  destruction  is 

omminent.     But  in  our  opinion,  there  are  events  of  everyday  occur- 

leuce  connected  with  our  social  habits  and  customs — events  which, 

:firom  their  frequency,  cease  to  excite  our  attention — which  should  be 

deemed  still  more  important  and  significant,  and  which  to  one  really 

deserving  the  name  of  a  philosopher  would  appear  more  powerful 

.guarantees  for  the  future  happiness  of  a  people  among  whom  they 

occur  than  any  aflbrded  by  mere  proofs  of  great  wealtb,  power,  or 

skilL    It  is  much  the  fashion  with  those  who  delight  to  deaJ  in  doleful 

TEticinations  as  to  the  future  destiny  of  England,  to  dwell  with  great 

emphasis  upon  the  amazing  diversity  of  conditions  to  be  seen  here — 

to  exaggerate  the  suflering  of  the  millions  of  our  poor,  and  to  place 

them  in  a  sort  of  rhetorical  contrast  with  the  extravagant  wealth  of  a 

favoured  few.     But  there  is  still  something  in  the  mutual  relations  of 

all  classes  of  society  in  this  country  that  proves  a  healthy  condition 

to  exist  in   our  body  politic,  that  shows  that  we  are  really  brethren, 

and  that  whether  interest  or  kind  sympathies  govern  us,  we  are  still 

one  people — with  great  differences  of  opinion  among  us  indeed,  openly 

expressed  by  all,  but  still  with  a  feeling  prevalent  in  all  classes  of  the 

community  that  we  form  one  people,  and  that  we  are,  from  the  most 

powerful  to  the  most  weak,  bound  together  by  tics  of  great  regard  as 

wdl  as  national  brotherhood. 

These  thoughts  have  been  suggested  by  the  meeting  held  by  the 
Society  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes,  on 
Thursday  last.  Over  that  meeting  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  country 
presided  —  men  of  very  different  and  opposing  schools  of  politics 
tmiied  in  supporting  him,  and  persons  of  all  ranks  combined  their 
efforts  for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  the  physical  wellbeing  of 
the  poorest  classes  among  us.  In  such  a  proceeding  there  could  be  no 
admixture  of  mere  political  feeling — party  politics  could  have  had  no 
share  in  it.  But  let  us  ask,  has  history  ever  told  us  of  a  people  thus 
united  going  violently  to  destruction  ?  Was  such  a  state  of  things  as 
this  the  condition  that  was  the  precursor  of  the  great  revolution  of 
1789?     This  is  not  the  dUtUanie  profession  of  regard  for  the  poor 
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that  it  eoofiaed  to  >  dniwiiig'-roo»  or  the  coapoaag  of  >  phiioropfcical 
tb€M  or  of  aa  wMttUng  noiwtL    Here  b  a  aober  praelicil  appHcalioa 
of  intelligeDce  and  of  wealth  to  a  well-defined  and  bcf  ftciai  pwpoae. 
No  mere  Utopia  b  attempted ;  no  onsabstantiai  theory  b  talked  of 
and  not  acted  on.     The  whole  scheme  u  one  of  apparendr  rerf 
common -place  beneTolence,  in   which   the   cooperation   of  all  the 
penoD3  interested  is  required,  and  even  a  fair  profit  is  proposed  for 
the  capital  which  is  applied  to  the  purpose  in  view.     And  let  no  one 
with  idle  fancies  of  romance  in  bis  head  express  contempt  for  this 
last  provision.     Anr  plan  which  depends  upon  mere  enthosiasm  u 
doomed  to  disappointment.     Anything  that  requires  a  constant  effort, 
either  of  the  imagination  or  the  feeling  of  benevolence,  must  at  length 
yield  to  the  silent  but  effective  pressure  of  those  common,  bat  ever 
existing,  ever  active  influences  which  belong  to  human  natore  and 
incite  to  indolence  and  ease.    To  combine  the  wishes  of  an  enlightened 
benevolence  with  the  common  ordinary  habits  and  ends  of  11^  b  the 
object  of  a  really  wise  philosophy ;  and  human  nature  b  better  pro- 
vided for — the  happiness  of  the  millions  better  promoted,  by  seeing  a 
calm  apathetic  minister  like  Lord  John  Russell,  presiding  at  a  meetings 
whose  humble  object  is  to  provide  comfortable  dwellings  for  the  poors 
than  by  having  a  congress  of  monarchs  meeting,  surrounded  by  the 
mighty  powers  of  the  earth,  and  swaying  the  multitudes  that  surrounc 
them  to  the  attainment  of  vast  schemes  of  conquest  in  the  name  o« 
tome  fancied  principle  of  order  and  subordination.     We  believe  sue*" 
a  scene  as  that  of  the  meeting  we  speak  of  is  peculiar  to  this  age  i 
this  country.     In  no  other  nation  of  the  world  do  the  rich,  the  nobU 
and  the  powerful  bear  that  relation  to  the  poor  which  would  per 
them  to  perform  such  a  service  for  the  humble  and  the  weak ;  and  iP 
yet  is  a  question  for  the  philosophic  statesman  to  determine,  whetfa 
there  has  been  devised  a  system  which  calls  into  action  so  benefici&~ 
as  our  own  all  those  refinements  and  acquirements  that  wealth  alo 
enables  men  to  adopt,  we  would  advise  him  to  look  to  such  assembi 
as  these  for  evidence  to  guide  his  determination. 

And  yet  some  may  think  this  language  inflated,  when  we  consi  ^c=3er 
the  apparently  humble  purpose  for  which  these  men,  powerful  am^z^  mg 
their  people,  were  assembled.     Civilization,  as  Lord  John  Rusf^^iT 
truly  said,  brings  with  it  evils  as  well  as  benefits.     Of  the  evils,     ^i^ne 
of  the  most  alarming,  because  most  fraught  with  misery  to  milli^>  zis, 
b  the  crowding  together  of  human  beings  in  the  large  cities  wlra  S><?h 
civilization  always  produces,  and  without  which  it  cannot  exist.       !^3ut 
hitherto  this  congregation  of  men  has  led  to  misery  almost  unsp^'^^l^- 
able — squalid  misery — filth,  disease,  and  suffering  worse  than  iL^^^^h. 
-—and  death  also,  which  has  been  in  such  instances  a  relief.      "XThe 
enlightened  benevolence  of  the  rich  and  the  powerful  among        "^ 
simply  for  beneficent  purposes,  has  endeavoured  to  discover  a  na^"  ^^s 
by  which  this  mischievous  tendency  of  civilization  might  be  preveo^^®^* 
The  rich  and  the  powerful  have  to  this  end  employed  their    c^wn 
intelligence,  and  that  of  others  willing  to  aid  in  this  great  worl^_^^^ 
discover  the  means  of  counteracting  the  mischievous  effects  o^civH-^J*" 
tion,  whether  in  the  crowded  town,  or  the  secluded  and  thinly  peoW^ 
agricultural  district,  in  both  of  which  the  same  mbchiefs  result  ^    2"^® 
causes  apparently  directly  different.     But  extremes  meet;  no   j^^^^ 
b  so  desolate  as  the  full  and  overflowing  city  to  those  who  ha^"  ^i°^ 
means  of  attracting  associates,  and  in  the  dbtant  and  thinly  pe*-^P*^" 
hamlets  of  the  country  the  same  effect  follows.    In  the  city  yoim        nave 
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crowds  without  neighbourhood,  in  the  country  you  have  a  scattered 
and  therefore  an  ill-provided  community.  To  the  end,  then,  of 
obviating  the  fnischiefs  arising  from  causes  apparently  so  different, 
this  society  has  separately  directed  its  attention  to  the  two  classes  of 
evils,  and  taken  means  for  the  attainment  of  their  ends,  differing  as 
the  exigencies  of  the  case  were  different. 

In  the  town  it  was  necessary  to  get  rid  of  the  old  lodging-house—- 
to  introduce  habits  of  cleanliness,  comfort,  modesty,  and  comparative 
seclusion,  thereby  to  produce  the  self-respect  and  honourable  pride 
that  are  always  connected  with  the  virtuous  privacy  of  a  family.  And 
this  has  been  attained  by  the  system  of  dwellings  which  the  Society 
has  been  endeavouring  to  introduce.  If  this  object  were  to  be  ob- 
tained by  any  mode  which  required  for  its  support  a  constant  appli- 
cation to  the  benevolent  enthusiasm  of  the  rich,  we  should  despair  of 
its  usefulness.  Such  is  not  the  principle  upon  which  the  plan  of  the 
Society  is  founded.  The  whole  rests  upon  a  scheme  of  employing 
capital. in  a  manner  really  beneficial  to  the  capitalist;  and  this  cir- 
eumstance,  which  to  sentimental  people  may  for  the  moment  militate 
against  the  scheme,  is  the  most  certain  element  of  its  success.  The 
benefit*  to  the  capitalist  fortunately  deprives  this  application  of  his 
money  of  aH  appearance  of  simple  charity.  There  is  here  no  offensive 
iiiperiority->-no  airs  can  be  assumed  of  overbearing,  protecting, 
patronizing  insolence;  common  sense  and  mere  motives  of  prudence 
will  justify  this  application  of  the  Society's  funds,  and  what  they  may 
lose  in  mere  enthusiasm  they  will  doubly  supply  by  the  homely 
influences  of  common  sense  and  an  honest  profit. 

As  regards  the  agricultural  labourer,  we  are  glad  to  see  an  equally 
rational  system  adopted..  Lord  Harrowby  spoke  of  the  allotment 
system  as  a  means  of  rendering  great  advantages  to  the  labouring 
classes,  but  he  carefully  drew  the  right  distinction  by  not  confounding 
the  small  garden  plot  with  the  system  of  small  holdings.  Nothing 
could  equal  in  mischief  any  plan  which  should  convert  our  farm 
labourers  into  small  farmers.  The  great  difficulties  of  Ireland  at  this 
moment  spring  from  this  source.  Her  agricultural  poor  are  not 
labourers  living  by  wages,  but  small  tenants,  depending  upon  pre- 
carious crops  for  their  subsistence.  The  great  end  of  the  enlightened 
and  benevolent  landowners  of  Ireland  ought  to  be  to  convert  her 
peasantry  into  a  set  of  labourers  living  by  wages.  We  were  delighted, 
therefore,  to  se^  that  Lord  Harrowby  completely  understood  the 
distinction,  and  warned  those  who  took  an  interest  in  the  question 
against  the  mischief  of  holdings  larger  than  small  gardens  for  the 
agricultural  labourer. 

The  unseemly  disturbance  that  was  attempted  at  this  meeting  was 
jost  sufficient  to  show  the  honest  good  manners  of  our  people. 
Turbulence  was  put  down  and  a  rebuke  read  to  a  few  rude  people 
simply  by  the  good  feeling  of  the  meeting  and  by  the  civil  authority. 
Lord  John  Russell  felt  perfectly  secure  when  protected  by  the  law, 
and  neither  he  nor  the  institution  which  he  represented  needed  any 
protection  beyond  that  which  the  ordinary  regard  of  all  our  people 
for  the  law  and  for  order  immediately  supplied  to  him.  The  whole 
scene  may  be  recommended  to  the  serious  consideration  of  those 
oontiDentai  statesmen  whose  ideas  of  government  may  be  expressed 
by  the  word  Force,  and  whose  only  hope  of  maintaining  order  rests 
Upon  the  obedience  of  an  army  and  the  persuasive  influence  of  the 


General  Statement  of  the  Cash  Ac 
Br. 

1849.  i& 

To  Balance  brought  from  the  last  Animal  Account 9n 

To  Annual  Subscriptions             *  Wf 

To  General  Donations 945 

To  Collection  at  the  Public  Meeting 4 

To  Magaounes  and  other  Tracts,  flee,  sold    •••••••  Sfi 

To  Plans,  with  Specifications  and  Estimates,  sold Sft 

To  Donations  to  the  Streatham-street  Family  Houses 984  ', 

To  Sale  of  £1600  Exchequer  Bills,  on  account  of  ditto       ....  164ff  ! 
To  Star  Life  Assurance  Company,  London,  Instalment  of  Loan  for  £3500 

advanced  by  the  Company,  on  the  Streatham-street  Family  Houses       .  2000 

To  Donations  received  for  the  Hatton-garden  Female  Lodging-hoiBie  .        .  S9 

To  Loan  to  The  Society  from  Thomas  Twining,  jun..  Esq 600 

To  George-street  Model  Lodging-house,  Bents  received       .        .        •        •  S9S 

To  Charles-street  Lodging-house,  Bents  received 409  1 

To  King-street  Lodging-house,  Bents  received 118  1 

To  Ilatton-garden  Female  Lodging-house,  Bents  received  .        .        .        •  18 

To  Model  Buildings,  Bagnigge-wells,  Bents  received  .        .        •        .        «  986 
To  AlloCments  of  Land,  Bents  received  from 

Winchmore  HiU 7  17    6 

Talworth 16    7    8 

West  MaUing 54  19    0 

Bushet  Waste 12    2    2 

Chatham 22    1     6 

Cholesbury 15     2     0 

Little  Stanmore 29    7    0 

Yetminster 34    3    5 

198 

To  Tunbridge  Wells  Association,  on  account 100 

To  Literest  received  on  Exchequer  Bills 99    7  10 

To  ditto  for  Discount,  per  Mr.  Hicks,  the  Builder .        .326 

108  1 

To  Church  Collections  on  the  Thanksgiving  Day         •        •        .        •        •    S811 
To  Thanksgiving  Donations        •••••••••'.  ^OOk  1 


£ia^i7 


vuary^  to  the  Z\st  December^  1849. 
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1849.  £    s.    d. 

r«ttiiam-street  Model  Family  Houses,  payments  to  tlie  Contnetor  on 

Mxmnt 3278    0    0 

to,  payments  to  the  Clerk  of  Works,  Tile  Machine,  drawing  Plans,  &c.  135  13  6 
to^  payments  on  account  of  the  Site,  unexpired  Leases,  &c.  .  .  .  126  12  5 
ittOQ  Garden  Female  Lodging  House,  for  Alterations,  Fittings,  Fur- 

ishing.&c 959  12     1 

iQKe-street  Model  Lodging  House,  payments  for  additional  Fixtures 

idFsmitufe 23G6 

to,  payments  for  Weekly  Expenses,  Taxes,  &c.  <&c 317    3    2 

Bjr  ditto,  payments  ix  Gas  for  1848       .         ,        .         .  23  16     6 
By  ditto,  payments  for  Sundry  Repairs,  &c.  ditto  •    .    •  30  18    5 

44  14  11 

nzch  of  England  Bnildingand  Investment  Society,  Monthly  EayxBents, 

1  acoount  of  Loan  on  the  George-street  Lodging  Hoose  .  .  .  394  16  0 
arles-street  Lodging  House,  payments  for  Rent,  Taxes,  Weekly  £x- 

me8,&c 222    4     1 

By  <Utto,  payments  for  Rent  and  Gas  for  1848        •        .  27  13    5 
By  ditto,  payment  for  Sundry  Repairs,  ditto  .        •  14  1 8    4 

42  11     9 

Dg^street  Lodging  House,  payments  for  Rent,  Taxes,  and  Weekly 

lyenses,  <&c 74  16    3 

Byditto,  pajrments  for  Gas  £or  1848       .        .        .        .    6  16     3 
By  ditto,  payments  for  Furniture  and  Repairs        «        .  16  10    5 

23    6     8 

dtton  Garden  Female  Lodging  House,  Weekly  Expenses,  Taxes,  Ac.  .  59  19  10 
liel  Buildings,  Bagnigge  Wells,  Alterations  and  Repairs,  &c  in  1847 

id  1848 50    0    0 

to^  payments  for  Rates,  Taxes,  &c- 107  18     3 

lolments  of  Land^jpayments  for  Rents,  Taxes,  Fencing,  &c.  &c. — ^riz. : 
For  Winchmore  Hill  Allotments      .         .        .     1  18     6 
Talworth  „  .         .         .16     0 

West  Mailing  „  .        .        •  69    3     7 

Heme  Bay  „  .         .         .  10  15     5 

Rushet  Waste  „  •        .        .     1  18  10 

Cholesbury  „  .         .         .  21     5  10 

Little  Stanraore  „  .         .         .  37  16     0 

Yetminster  „  .         .        .  61     1  10 

Chatham  „  .         ,         .  26  19  10 

232     5  10 

to,  Grant  to  Margate 13  10    0 

to       ditto     Maidstone 10     0     0 

23  10  0 

[■bridge  Wells  Association,  payments  on  account         .         .         .        .  149  4  8 

barest  paid  on  Loans  to  the  Society 192  16  4 

ifiertisements 260  13  0 

nftinpf.  Lithographing,  Plans,  &c 254  7  9 

■felmig  Expenses 134  18  8 

nt  of  Committee  Room  and  Office 70  0  0 

Uories  and  Poundage 575  14  0 

penaei  at  the  Public  Meeting 17  11  0 

iHonery,  Postage  Stamps,  &c.  &c 113  12  9 

See  Furniture,  &c 9  14  3 

atuity  to  the  late  Superintendent  at  George-street  Lodging  House      .  14  0  0 

tty  Expenses,  Messengers,.  Porterage,  and  other  incidental  £^>enses   •  62  9  7 

lanct .        .  4536  3  3 


£12,517  16     6 


iBdance  in  favour  of  the  Society,  of  fovr  tiKnuand  five  hvndrBd  and 
three  ahillingB  and  tiiree  pence ;  and  Exeheoiier  Klk,  anxmntiiig 
ITM  hundred  and  thirty-aeyen  pomids  eleTendiilliiigs. 

B.  IL  B^Txt,      1 

Hugh  Jacksoit,  lAttditon. 
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THE  LABOXTRER'S  FRIEND. 


Donations  and  Subscriptions,  from  the  SOth  of  May 
to  the  30tk  of  June,  1850. 

*«*  Those  sums  to  which  (D.)  is  prefixed  are  Donations;  all  others  are  Annual  Sabscriptions. 

£  s.     d. 


H.  Hamilton  Lindsay,  Esq., 
Berkley-square 

W.  M.  Fowler,  Esq.,  Lower 
Grosvenor-street      .    .  (D.) 

D.  Cronin,  Esq.,  Bloomsbnry- 
sqnare 

Mrs.  Ligbtfoot,  Balbam-bill  . 
John  Pryor,  Esq,  Bedford-sq.  . 
G.  J.  D.,  per  Messrs.  Hatcbards 

B.  Smith,  Esq.,  Horbling,  near 
Folkingbam 

Ber.  J.  Hamilton,  Beddington, 

(D.) 

Collection       at      Beddington 

Church     on     Thanksgiving 

Day,  per  Rev.  J.  Hamilton  . 

Bt.  Hon.  Lord  Castlereagh 

E.  S.  Holford,  Esq.,  Bolton-st. 
Bt.   Hon.  Lord   Moretou,   per 

H.  Roberts,  Esq 

M.  Genl.  Sir  H.  Buubury,  Bt., 

Bury  St.  Edmunds  .  .  . 
T.  H.  Parker,  Esq.,  Longton- 

hall,  StatFordsliire  Potteries, 

Anonymous,  per  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 

Ashley,  M.P 

Mrs.  Hughan,  Grosvenor-place 

C.  V (D.)     5 

£.  B.  Hickman,  Esq.,  Gains- 
borough      (D.) 

Sir  Thos.  Hastings,  Bt.  .  (D.) 

Col.  Smith,  Berkley-sq.  .  (D.) 

A.  B.  St.  Leger,  Esq.,  Berk- 
ley* square      ...... 

J.  A.  Leatham,  Esq.,  Wnkefi«'ld 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Childers,  South  Bel- 
mont, Doncaster     .... 

E.  W.  Grenfell,  Esq.,  Thames- 
street  

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Grafton 

Sir  George  Otway,  Bart .     .     . 

Capt.  Caldwell  .  ' 

J.  Cator,  Esq.,  Beckenham  .     . 

Capt.  E.  A.  Perceval,  Welling- 
ton       

S.  Tremanhcre,  Esq.,  Pall  Mall 

Miss  Marryatt,  Wimbledon .     . 

Capt.  J.  J.  Chapman  .... 

Bev.  H.  J.  Lodington,  Graveny, 
near  Faversham      .... 

Joseph  Fletcher,  Esq.,  Saville- 
row 

Capt.  Jer^oise,  R.  E.,  Woolwich 
Common,  per  Major  Little    . 


£ 

<. 

d. 

50 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

10 

10 

0 

10 

10 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

7 

.''. 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5     0     0 


0 

0 

0 

f) 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Rev.  H.  J.  Wollaston,  Withing- 

ton,  near  Cheltenham  .  . 
Col.  Clynton,  Lymington  .  . 
Col.  Smith,  Berkeley- square  . 
Miss  Susanna  Jeffrey,  Bahama 

Villa,  Cheltenham  .... 
Hon.  Miss  Vernon  .... 
Mrs.  Hughan,  Grosvenor-place 
Rev.  G.  Dandridge,  Ronsham, 

Woodstock 

Rev.  R.  V.  Law,  Christian  Mai 

ford,  Chippenham,  Wilts 
Miss  Alexander,  Grosvenor-pl 
Lady  Plumer,  Canons-park . 
Rev.  H.  Knapp,  Swaton 
Miss  Prince,  York -street 
C.  Saypr,  Esq.,  Old  Cavendish 

street  

J.  W.  Parker,  Esq.,  West  Strand 
M.  T.  Spencer,  Esq.,  Tufnel 

place,  Holloway      .     . 
Charles  Hilhouse,  Esq.,  Fins 

bury 

R.  IHlhouse,  Esq.,  Heme-hill 
Jiev.  W.  H.Vernon,  Corshalton 
Rev.  T.  Penrose,  Caleby 
P.   St.   Leger    Grenfell,   Esq. 

Swansea 

R.  Tidswt'll,  Esq.,  Foster-lane 
J.  F.  Burnett,  Esq.,  Cfrayford 
Johu  Martin,  Esq.      .     .     . 
Rev.  G.  Gilbert,  Ware,  Herts 
Miss  Gilbert,  Ware     .     .  (D.] 
S.  Demainbray,  Esq.,  St.  Ger- 
mans, Cornwall       .     . 
Rev.J .  Lemesurier.near  Reading 
Miss  M.  O.  Lemesurier,  near 

Reading 

Rev.  H.  Towusend,  Newbery, 

per  Mr.  Asliley        .     . 
J.  Villebois,  Esq.,  Hadbery,  per 

Mr.  Ashley   .... 
Rev.  N.  G.  Woodrooffe,  Somer 

ford 

T.  B.  Crosse,  Esq.  .  . 
H.  D.  Burr,  Esq.  .  .  . 
Mrs.  A.  Guuter,  Newport,  Isle 

of  Wight 

Mrs.  C.  Gunter,  Newport,  Isle 

of  Wight 

Rev.  Cnnou  Rogers     .     . 


0 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 


I    1    0 


1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 
o 


J. 

X 
X 

1 


1   r 

1   o 

1    X 

0  lO 

0  \o 

0  \o 

0  lO 

0  lO 

0  \o 
0  \o 

0  lO 

0  \o 
0  \o 

0  lO 

0  \o 

0  lO 

0  lO 


Pvr  Mr,  H.  Martirty  Agent. 
Right  Hon.  F.arl  Gainsboro'     .     *J     ^ 
V.  Pomfret,  Esq 0  lO 


0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 

0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 
0 


0 
0 


Erratum — On  page  t^\^for  Beckenham  nad  Lewisham. 


Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Savill,  at  his  Ollice,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  th^  Parif^Vjrf. 
St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  pnbti^    ^ 
by  John  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Suand,  in  the  same  Coanty,  whgjF^^Q^ 
Communications  are  to  be  addressed.— Sold  by  Seelifr,  Fleet  Street ;  Nitbet  iftd' 
Bemers  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  hojaLiVL, 


it  %t(bmvtfc'&  iffvitia* 


SUPPLEMENT  FOR  JULY,  1850. 


r  OP  DONATIONS  &  ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTIONS 


TO   THE 


TY  FOR  IMPROVING  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 
LABOUBINC  CLASSES. 


[ost  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria    ... 
)yal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  K.G.,  &c.  &c. 
oyal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Kent 
oyal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Gloucester 


on.  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London 


^don.  £200 
lann.       20 
2  dons. 

2  dons. 

..     don. 


200 

125 

50 


don.     300 


Ifoit  Hon. 
IS  of 

Hon.   Lord 
ILP. 
Hon.  Lord, 

LtdjE.... 

Yf»  •••      ■•• 

oe-Admiral 
Bart.  ... 
'  Thomas 
,M.P.    ... 

Iiert  Shafto, 


Donations. 

jer>    0  0 

10     0  0 

cr»    0  n 


Wil- 


B.T. 
B.    Esq. 

E.oV  ! 

>•     •..  • 

iq.  ...  . 

.£aq.  . 

If.  •••  • 


10  0  0 

25  0  0 

10  0  0 

ft  0  0 

20  10  0 

T)  0  0 

5  0  0 

.5  0  0 


10  0  0 

3  0  0 

ft  0  0 

ft  0  0 

5  0  0 

ft  0  0 


0  10  0 
110 


110 
1    1  0 


Annual.  ' 


£2    2  0 


1  1  0 

2  2  0 
110 


11 

ft 
ft 
5 
1ft 
20 
10 
2ft 


Alexander,  J.  W.  Eiq. 
Alexander,  B.  £iq.  ...  ft 
Allan,  T.  B.  Esq.  ...  I 
Allan,  J.  W. Exors.  of...  00 

Allan,  T.  Esq 

Almack,  Bamgh,  Esq.... 
Alston,  J.  T.  Esq. 

Ames,  Mrs. 

A.  M.  T 

Anderdou,  J.  P.  Esq.  ... 
Angell,W.  S.  Esq.  ... 
Angerstein,  J.  Esq. 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Anonymous •    ... 

Anonymous 

Anonymous,  Bank  Note, 

No.  8ft,103       

Anonymous,  per  Messrs. 

Hoare      ftO 

Anonymous,  per  Messrs. 

Hoare      100 

Anstey,  A.  Esq ft 

Anstey,  Miss  Louisa  ...     ft 

Anstey,  Mrs 0 

Anthony,  Charles,  Esq. .  2ft 
Arnold,  William,  Esq. ... 

Ashness,  G.  Esq 

A  Thank-oflTering  from  a 

Lady,   per   BeT.  Ml. 

^f§l]a       •••    .I*    •••    V 
A  Thankf-ofllniiig      •••    0 


Donations. 
£10    0  0 


Annual. 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


£110 
0  10  0 
110 
0  10  u 


ft    0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


00 
00 


1    1  0 


0  10  0 
0  10  0 


THE  LABOUBER^S  FRIEND« 


A*  !•     ••«     •••     •!• 

A  Thank-tAring 
AtkmMn,    X,  Eiq. 


DooatioDS.     Annual. 


per 


6  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


Bishop  of  London  ...  10 
AtkinsoD,  O.  Esq.        ...     7 

AtkjnSy  Miss 0 

Auriol,  Rev.  E £110 

Austen,  F.  T.,  Esq.      ...  110 

Austen,  H.  £.  Esq.     .«  0  10  0 

Austin,  J.  A.  Esq.        ...  I  10  0 

A.  W 5     0  0 

A.  W.   G.,  per  Messrs. 

WiUiaaa  9t  Go.       ...    1    0  0 


Beaufobt,  the  Duchess 

of     15 

Buccleuch,    His    Grace 

the  Duke  of     5 

Buckingham  and  Chan- 

dos,   His    Grace    the 

Duke  of    5 

Bedford,  His  Grace  the 

Duke  of    100 

Buckinghamshire,      the 

Earl  of     10 

Brownlow,  the  Earl  of...  10 
Blandford,    Most    Hon. 

Marquis  of,  M.P.  ...  10 
Brackley,  Rt.  Hon.  Vis. 

count,  M.P 10 

Barrington,     Rt.    Hon. 

Lord,  M.P 30 

Bateman,  Lord     25 

Bayning,  Rt.  Hon.  and 

Rev.  Lord         15 

Bosanquet,  Hon.  J.  B. 

per  Hon.  and  BeT.  M. 

VilUers     10 

Basset,  Rt.  Hon.  Lady  .  40 
Balfour,  Lady  Blanche  •  5 
Balfour,  Lady  Eleanor  .  5 
Boynton,      Lady,      per 

Messrs.  Coutts        ...100 


0  0 
0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 
0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 
0  0 

5  0 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0    0 


■'■■v 

in-**  ' 


Brodie,  Lady        5 

Boyle,  Hon.  J 10 

Bacon,  Sir  Edmund,  Bart.  20 
Bathnrst,  General  Sir  J. 

Bart 12 

Boileaa,  Sir  J.  O.  Bart .  10 
Brooke,  Sir  A.  De  Gapel, 

Bart 15 

Brydges,Sir  Brooke,  Bart.  :Vi 
Bunbury,       Gen,       Sir 

Henry  Edward,  Bart. .  10 
Burrell,     Sir     Charles, 

Bart.  M.P 

Buxton,  Sir  E.  N.  Bart. 

M.P 5 

Burgis8,Gen.8ir  Wm.  Bt.    2 

Bradshaw,  Gen 7 

Bowles,  Admiral 90 

Bowles,  Major-Oeneral  .  20 

Baikie,  Dr.  W 5 

Bailey,  J.  Esq 10 

Bainie,D.  Esq 10 

Baillie,  David,  Esq.     ...  »0 
Bailward,   Miss    A.  per 

Messrs.  Panl    6    0  0 


5    0  0 


110 


0  0      5    0  0 

0  10  0 

0  0 
2  0 
2  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
00 


10 

0  0 

5 

0  0 

10  10  0 

10 

10  0 

1 

1  0 

1 

1  0 

5 

0  0 

5 

0  0 

10 

00 

00 
90 

10 
10 


Baiig,  Mesait,  BrotbMi 
&  Oo.       •••    •••    •••  w^ 

Baker,  G.  Esq.    ...       SIO    0  0 

Baker,  W.  Esq 5     0  0 

Bannatyne,  Rev.  C.     ...  1 

BarbotyBev.  S 0     — i 

Barclay,  Messrs.  &  Co.  100    0  0 

Barelay,  R.  Eeq 10    0  0 

Bardeit,  Bev.  J 5    0  0 

Baring.  J.  Esq     30    0  0      2  I 

Barker,  I.  G.  Esq.       ...  0    ^I3( 

Barker,  W.  Esq 5     0  0 

Barkwortb,  Henry,  Esq.  10  0  0 
Barkworth,  Rev.  S.  ...  10  0  0 
Barlow,  Rev.  G.  F.     ...  0      JO 

Barne,  Mrs.  Col 

Bamett,  H.  Esq. 

Bamett  &  Ellis,  Messrs. 
Barnwell,  F.  L.,  Esq. ... 

Barro^,  Miss      

Barrett,  Richard,  Esq. 
per  H.  Roberts,  Esq. 

Bartlett,  Rev.  J 

Bartley,  G.  Esq.  per  the 
Hoo.  and  Rev.  Mon- 
tagu Villiers     

Bastard,  £.  B.  Esq.     ... 

Bastard,    T.   H.,    Jun., 

Esq 5     0  0 

Bates,  J.  Esq.      ...     «.. 

Beach,  WiUiam,  Esq. ...  10    0  0 

Beale,  Miles,  Esq. 

Bean,  W.  Esq 

Beaufort,  T.  Esq 5     0  0 

Beaumont,  J.  Esq.  per 
Messrs.  Williams    ...  10 

Beckford,  W.  Esq.       ...     3 

Beccles,  Miss       

Beckett,  W.  Esq.  M.P... 

Bedwell,  Miss      

Beltz,  Samuel,  Esq.    ...  20 

Benharo,  J.  L.  Esq.    ...     5 

Bennett,  Rev.  T 

BenUey,  J.  Esq 10 

Berens,  R.  Esq 5 

Bergue,  J.  H.  Esq.      ...     5 

Bevan,  C.  J.  Esq 10 

Bevan,  Rev.  Barclay  ...  10 

Bevan,  R.  C.  L.  Esq.  ...110 

Bevan,  Rev.  F.  S 35 

Bewick,  — ,  Esq.  per 
Messrs.  Williams     ...     5 

Bilton,  Rev.  W *  10 

Binglcy,  Henry,  Esq. ...  10 

Birch,  Thomas  Esq.    ...     5 

Bircham,  F.T.  Esq.    ...     ft 

Bird  Miss     15 

Bird,  Mrs.  Susannah  ...  20 

Bishop,  S.  Esq 10 

Blackburne,  Rev.T.    ...     J 

Blackden,  Henry,  Esq...  30 

Blackden.M.Esq 20 

Blackden,  Rev.  C I 

Blackden,  Miss  H.      ... 

Blackstone,W.  Esq.  M.P.    6 

Blair,  Mrs ■„•     6 

Blair,  Mrs.  Lambeth  ...     A 

Blake,  G.J.  Esq.        ...    S 


0  0 

1   10 

1  !• 

ft  00 

oioo 

00 

00 

1   10 

10  0 

0  0 

0  0 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

10  0 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

1  0 

00 

0  0 

00 

1   DC 

00 

00 

00 

90 

m  USMfMMBfB  fimii. 


ft.  J.  Eiq. 
n.WIIHa]iM  and 

lid,  H.  Esq. 

lUB*  •••  •«•  a.a 

I.  Nelfon,  Esq. 
.  OMdon,  Esq... 
i,F.  R.Esq.   ... 

mXM»  Wu  •••  ••. 
HAb  •••      •.•      ■•• 

IK  Ber.  P.  ... 
ile,  Bobert,  Esq. 
r,  Mn.  E.  ... 
inx^J.  Esq.     ... 

ir.J.Etq 

',  0.  Esq 

vMn.     

uA,  Ltoat  R.N. 
B0V.H.H.    ... 

UB.E9q 

W.  Esq 

dgi^  C.  Holt, 
*•     •••     ■*•     •*• 

,Hi«     

I,  OapCdu  ... 
V,  A.  H.  Esq.... 
T.R.C.  Esq... 
lite,  J.  Esq.  ... 
OtRer.  H.  R.... 
od,  J.  Esq.     ... 


£2 
41 


5 

ao 

10 

6 

20 

1 


2  0 
00 


£10  0 


00 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


10  10  0 

a   2  0 

10  10  0 
00  10  0 


ft 

0  0 

4ft 

0  0 

6 

0  0 

2 

00 

20 

0  0 

P.M.  Esq.  ... 
rhomas  M.  Esq. 
yon      

J.  Esq. 

N.Esq 

BffT.  H 

J.  Esq 

J.  ItsI,  Esq.  ... 

W.  de    Cspel, 

EwT.  E.  ...  .*• 
Be?.  8.  R.  ... 
gg,  J.  8.  Esq. 

W.  H.  L.*Eiq'. 


ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
10 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


0  0 
00 

0  0 
0  0 


10    0  0 


R«T.  W.  T.  p.     ft    0  0 

,  BvT.  0 

RtT.  J.  F.     ... 
B«T.  Richtrd 
I.BtO.Esq....     ft     ftO 
btr.  W.  W.  per 
I.  ¥niUtBis  ftod 


2ft 

J.  Ftsset,  Esq.    ft 

H.  Esq 

Eiq ft 

~       C.  A.  G.  10 
ft 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


1     0  0 


110 

110 
110 


0  10  0 

1  1  0 

2  2  0 
10  0 
0  10  0 


110 

1     1  0 


0  10  0 


0  10  0 

0  ]0  6 

0  10« 

1  1  0 


110 
0  10  0 


0  10  0 


^Esq 

lUiTjTIiti  Grise 
ehbisUoi)  qf         2ft    0  0 
tht  Mom  Hod. 

is 0  W  4) 

ideley,  the  Most 

jMlUiqoii    ...  70    0  0      110 


Cb«lmotiddA7,  the  If^sl 

Ikn,  the  M&rcJtioofAM 
CiiDrcliiU,  RLMon.  iort 

Alfred... 
Cotnwsitte.tbe  MoilHoD. 

MarebioiieA«  £16 

CaTftQ,  Ru  Hoii.  Eu-I  of  8 
Cbicb eater,  tbo  Rt  Hon. 

aj«  Earl  of      20 

Oodogui,  the  E&rl  of  ••.  2ft 
CArtiiliittiie  BtHon.  Sail 

of     •     ..•     ...  10 

CornwtUis,Bt.  Hon.Earl  SO 
Gornwallis,  tht  CovntSM  ft 
Castleresgh,  Bight  Hon. 

Visoount 

Chelset,  Rt.  Hon.  Vis- 

•ouat,  M.P 

Cibborpe,  tht  Rt  Hon. 

IfOra        ...     ...    ... 

Crowe,  Rt  Bon.  Lord ... 
CholruDndelej,  R|»  Hon. 

Lord  Henry     ,..     **« 
Climentfl,  the  LodjElizii  18 


00 
00 

00 
0  0 

0  0 
00 
00 


10    00 


7ft 
10 


ft 
ft 

20 

1 


2A 
ft 


Colqubouujijedj 
Cd villi,    Admirnl  Lord 
Cooper,  Dcywiif  M  Lady ,. . 
Cook,  Lsdy  Eleanor    ♦.- 
Cowp«t,   the    Hos.   W. 

M.P<. ••  •!< 

Colqnhonn,  Hon.  Mn.  . 
Cslthorpe,    Hon.    Miss 

Frances  EUuOieth  ...  10 
Cokbiooke,  Sir  WiUiam 

His  ExoeUeney       -• 
Copley,  Sir  Joseph,  Bt.  .110 
Gockbom,  SirW.  S.  R. 

Bart.        ...     ...     cat    o 

Carroll,  Sir  George     •••    6 
Cochrane,  Bear  Admiral 

Sir  T 

Cabanel,D.£eq. 

GabbeU,  B.  Bond,  Eaq. 

M.P....     ...     ...     •.. 

Calder,  Alexander,  Eaq 
Calder,  Edvaid,  Esq. ... 

Caldwell,  0.  A.  Esq.   ... 

Calrert,  Dr.  John  W.  ... 

Campbell,  J.  Eaq* 
CompbeU.  A.  H.  Eiq.  ... 

Camnait.  K.  B.  Esq. 
Capel/W.  E«|.    ... 

C2m>U.  W:  I(al«,  E«q. 
Carter,  Mrs*  Boaham 
CttrLh^fWt  P   Esq. ., 
Cotcbpcwl,  T.  Esq* 
Cftlor,  P.  Esq. 
CatUt^v,  Eev.  S.  R, 
Caulfldd,  ReT.  E*W. 
Causton,  Rer.  J. ... 

Causton,  S.  W.  Esq. 
rn./iTiOve,  p.  Esq. 
C  F.  n.  V.  ...     •.• 

C.  O.    ...     *.•    ••• 

Chad,  O.W.Eaq.... 

Chalmers,  P.  Eaq. 
ChamheilayBty 

Esq.sf*    ••• 


ftO 
6 
ft 
ft 

0 

AO 
6 


£110 

6    0  0 

2    0  0 
110 


0  0 
00 

00 
00 
00 

0  0 
00 

1  0 

00 
00 

00 


00 

0  0 
00 


18    00 


00 
00 
00 

00 

00 
10  0 

00 
00 


...  10  10  0 


10 

ft 

ft 
,  ft 

10 

ft 
s 

6 


00 

0  0 

00 
00 
50 
00 
8  0 
00 


5    00 


1    1  0 

110 

1  1  0 

2  00 

1  ]  0 

0  10  0 

110 
110 

0  10  0 

2  00 

0  10  0 

1  00 

110 

1    09 
E    10 


10    0  0 
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DonatioDs. 

Annual,  i 

Dona 

ftioiis. 

Aag^». 

Cluuiiben,  Rev.  W.     ... 

£A 

0  0 

Cunningham,  Rex,  W.... 

£5 

0  0 

£1^ 

CbampioD,  MisMs 

20 

0  0 

Cure,  Capel,  Esq. 

5 

0  0 

Champneys,  Rev.  C,  per 

Currall,  John,  Esq.     ... 

0    1     . 

Bishop  of  London    ... 

10 

0  0 

Currie,  Rev.  J 

0   1 

Cbtpman,  Captain  J.  J. 

£1 

0  0 

Curteis,  F.  T.  Esq.      ... 

1 

Charrington,  Frederick, 

Curteis,  G.  Esq 

z        ■ 

Esq 

15 

0  0 

Curteis,  J.  Esq 

21 

0  0 

Charrington,  S.  Esq.  ... 

15 

0  0 

Curteis,  John,  Esq.     ... 

1 

Chnden,  Miss  A. 

5 

0  0 

Cuttle,  Captain    

10 

0  0 

Childers,  Mrs.  S.  A.    ... 

2 

2  0 

C.  T 

2 

0  0 

Childere,    J.    W.     Esq. 

C.  V 

5 

0  0 

M.P 

10  10  0 

C.  V.  H.  V 

5 

0  0 

Childers,  Mrs.  E. 

1 

1  0 

C.W.W 

10 

0  0 

Christianas 

10 

0  0 

ChrisUe,  G.  H.  Esq.    ... 

15 

0  0 

DowHSHiBE,  Most  Hon. 

Clark,  Miss 

1 

1  0 

Marquis 

5 

0  0 

Clarke,  Colonel    

8 

3  0 

Dartmouth,  Right  Hon. 

Clarke,  Miss  F 

1 

1  0 

Earl  of     

35 

10  0 

Clayton,W.  Clayton,  Esq. 

10  10  0 

Durham,    the  Rt.  Rev. 

Clements,  Thos.  Esq. ... 

10 

0  0 

the  Bishop  of 

30 

00 

Clinton,  Colonel  F.     ... 

1 

1  0 

Downe,      Right      Hou. 

Close,  Major  R.  H.     ... 

5 

0  0 

Viscount 

25 

0  0 

1        : 

Clowes,  W.  Esq 

2 

0  0 

Dalmeney,  Lord 

5 

0  0 

Clutton,  W.  Esq 

1 

1  0 

Dynevor,  the  Lady 

10 

0  0 

CM.  M 

50 

0  0 

Dawnay,  Hon.  P 

5 

0  0 

Coates,  Mrs 

1 

1  0 

Dutton,  Hon.  J.  J. 

5 

0  0 

Coates,  T.  Esq 

10 

0  0 

Dukinfield,     Rev.      Sir 

Cobb,  E.  Esq 

0  10  0 

Henry,  Bart.    

L      H 

Cobb,  F.  W.  Esq. 

0 

0  0 

2 

2  0 

Dodson,  Sir  John 

\.      00 

Cobb,  Tbomns  F.  Esq. 

1 

I  0 

Dodson,  Lady      

X     00 

Cobham,  Rev.  J.  B.     ... 

1 

0  0 

Dymoke,  Hon.  Sur  Thos. 

Cochrane,  Miss.  F.     ... 

I 

0  0 

Champion 

5 

00 

Cochrane,  C.  Esq. 

15 

10  0 

Denison,  Captain  Sir  W. 

Cockburn,  Thomas,  Esq. 

1 

0  0 

R,  E.,  FJI.S 

&    00 

Cockerell,  C.R.E8q.R.A. 

5 

5  0 

Dalton,  E.  Esq.  D.C.L. 

5 

0  0 

O  10  0 

Collection     at     Annual 

Dandridge,  Rev.  G.      ... 

1    10 

Meeting 

4 

8  0 

Danvers,  Buller,  Esq. ... 

5 

0  0 

Colquhoun,  J.  C.  Esq.... 

15 

0  0 

2 

2  0 

Davies,  Rev.  R 

0  10  b 

Colson,  R.  F.  Esq.      ... 

12 

0  0 

Davis,  W.  Esq.  (dec.)... 

5 

0  0 

Conway,  Messrs 

10 

0  0 

Ditto,  a  Legacy,  less 

Cook,  James,  Esq. 

5 

0  0 

duty,  £4,  per  John 

Coope.  Dr 

5 

0  0 

Youug,  Esq.  Exor. 

36 

0  0 

Cooper,  E.  Esq 

5 

0  0 

Davison,  W.  Esq. 

10  10  0 

Cooper,  James,  Esq.    ... 

1 

1  0 

Davy,  R.  Esq 

010  0 

Coote,    Captain  R.   per 

Dawes,  H.  Esq 

15 

0  0 

Messrs.  Strahan  &  Co. 

5 

0  0 

Dawes,  Thomas,  Esq. ... 

20 

0  0 

Cotton  J.  Esq 

5 

5  0 

Day,  William,  Esq.     ... 

0  10  0 

Cotton,  Miss  A.  M.     ... 

10 

0  0 

Day,  William,  Esq.      ... 

5 

0  0 

Cotton.  Rev.  R.  L.  D.D. 

5 

0  0 

Day,  Richard,  Esq.      ... 

5 

0  0 

Cottrell,  Mrs 

1 

1  0 

Dealtry,  Miss       

15 

00 

Conrtbope,  G.  C.  Esq.... 

20 

0  0 

1 

1  0 

Dealtry,  Miss  A 

15 

0  0 

Courthorpe,  Mrs.  A.    ... 

10 

0  0 

Deedes,  W.  Esq 

5 

0  0 

0  10  0 

Courthorpe,  Mrs.  E.    ... 

20 

0  0 

Deedes,  Rev.  L 

Coutts,  Miss  Burdett  ... 

10 

0  0 

Delia    

5 

00 

Coventry,  T.  Esq. 

1 

1  0 

Demainbray,  Rev.  S.  G. 

0  10  0 
0  10  0 
6   00 

Crabbe,  Col 

1 

1  0 

T.  T 

Cranmer,  Mrs 

0  10  0 

Demainbray,  S.  Esq.  ... 

Crawley,  Rev.  E.  J.     ... 

0  10  0 

Denison,  Mrs 

Creasy,  J.  Esq 

5 

0  0 

Denison,  S.  C.  Esq.     ... 

5 

00 

Critohett,  R.  Esq. 

5 

0  0 

Dent,  Lancelot,  Esq.  ... 

25 

00 

oioo 

.*»   0  0 

C.  R.L 

Cronio,  D.  Esq 

5 

0  0 

1 

1  0 

Deverell,  J.  Esq 

Deverell,  Mrs.  E. 

5 

00 

Crosse,  T.  B.  Esq. 

0  10  0 

De  Winton,  Rev.  W.  ... 

10 

00 

Crosthwaite,  Rev.  T.   ... 

5 

00 

Dickenson  .Thomas,  E  sq. 

20 

00 

Cmikahank,  Miyor     ... 

10 

0  0 

Dickson,  Mrs 

1 

1  0 

t^riitcliley,  Percy,  Esq.... 

5 

0  0 

Dioke]iton,W.  Esq.    ... 

10 

00 

1   00 

C.  8.     .•     «•• 

10 

0  0 

JMokin,  G.  Esq 

THE  laboubu's  mEMD* 


OoL 


£184 
...  10 
...  l*^ 
...     1 

...     7 


e.J.  O.  Esq.  ... 
■fyMr.&Friends 
iCoionelW.  ... 
>J.  8.  Esq.  ... 
Ber.  T 

P.  8.  Esq.  ... 
fin  Diana  ... 
iai,W.  Esq.  ... 
rtbyMiss 

T.Esq.MJ^.... 
I,  WnUmm,  Esq.  10 
iq»  Mrs 

P.  B.  Esq.  . 
be,  Ber.  £.  . 
.  Esq.  ...  . 
Btohttd,  Esq.. 

»iq 


10 
5 


35 

20 
5 
.'> 

20 
f) 


>«  and  WintoD, 

20 

3oii.lin.H.W.    0 
ID»  Bight  Hon. 

t 10 

B,  The    Goon- 

tigfatHon!'£i^i'200 
»■»  Bight  Hod. 
int,  UJP.       ...  25 
t.Hoii.£.,M.P.  20 
ffB9}Ho!i.  Mount' 

30 

«,  OovmtCBs  of      5 

•.iQSliee 25 

ly 5 

,  Got.  Sir  John, 


10 
5 

10 
5 


Mr. 


B«v.  E.  J. 
S.  W.  Esq. 
»BeT.  A. 
Mrs.    per 

W.Esq. 
Mia.     ...     . 

I,  J.  Esq. 
Bar.  £.  DD. 
fBM,  Esq. 
.  Eaq.  ...  . 
flmndhy  . 
Ifia.  ...  . 
.  M.  Eaq.       . 


Bar.  J 

irWIIliiiiia  and 

Mias'c.T. 
1H.W.  H.    . 
B,  BeT.  C.  W.. 

i.  Esq.  M.'P. ! 
lamy,  Esq.    . 


10 
10 


,.  10 
245 


5 
30 
15 
10 
10 

5 
10 

T) 
10 

5 
50 
25 


40 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

5  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

5  0 


0  0 

5  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


£2    2  0 


15  0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
10  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


2  0 
1  0 


1  0 
0  0 


5    0  0 


1  0 
0  0 


1  0 
1  0 


110 


ETana,  Jamaa,  Esq. 
H.  Boberts,  Esq. 
ETerard,  W.  Esq. 
Eretto,  ReT.  T.    ... 

£wart,  Miss 

Eyre,  C.  Esq. 
Eyre,  O.  £.  Esq. ... 


P« 


.£1 
.     5 


FiYSRSHAif ,  Right  Hon. 

Earl 100 

Fitzwilliam,  Right  Hon. 

Earl 15 

Fortescue.Rt.  Hon.  Earl  150 
Falmouth,  the  Goontess 

of     15 

Foley,  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Foster,  Right  Hon.  Sir 

Alexander,  Bart. 
Fiennes,    Hon.    G.  W. 

J.F 5 

Frere,  Rt.  Hon.  John ...  5 
Fitzwigram,  Sir  Robert, 

Bart. ...110 

FiUwigram,  Lady  ...  10 
FarquhaTtBirW,  B.;Bart.  5 
FlelcluT^  Sir  H*  Bart....     5 

F  A.  Hiss  50 

Fsiiqiiier,  W.  E.  Esq. . 
FansbHwe,  Miss  £•  . 
Faiadaj,  M*  %Kq. 
Fardon.  H.  F.  Esq. 
Farmer,  G.  W.  Esq.  . 
Farmer,  Thomas,  Esq. 
Farmer,  W.  F.  G.  Esq. 

FarneU,  J.  Esq 

Fammd,  C,  Est^ 

Farrar,  F.  B.  Esq. 
Farrar,  Mis.  Thos.      . 
Farrens,  Mqor  G. 
Farrer,  O.  W.  Esq.      . 
Fairer,  James  W.  Esq. 
Farrer,  J.  H.  Esq. 
Farrer.  Ber.  M.  T.      ... 
Fantr,  T.  H.  Esq.      ... 
Farrer,  William  James, 

Esq. ...     ...     ...     ..( 

Farrer,  W.  L.  Esq.      ... 

Farrer,  H.  R.  Esq.      .. 

Farrow,  S.  Enq , 

Fftalknei-rJ.  W*  Esq.  ... 

F.E 

Fennell,  ReT.  A 

Fenn,  Ford,  Esq 

F.  G.R 

Fisher,  Miss  C.  G. 

Fisher,  Mrs. 

Fisher,  Mrs.  Jeddere  .., 
Fisk,  ReT,  J,  M. 
Fitzgerald,  £.  Esq.  .., 
FiUherbert,  E.  H.  Eaq. 
Fitzberbert,  Rev.  T.  .. 
FiUroy,  Rev.  AugUHlUH 
Floyer,  J.  Esq,  M.t*.  .. 
Flamer,  S.  W.  Esq.  .. 
Foakea,  B.  M.  Eaq.  .. 
Foley,  J.  a  H.  Eaq.  M  J».  10 
Foibaa,  Qoiwikf  Esq*  ••• 
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5 
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20 
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110 


5    0  0 


0  10  0 


0  10  0 


0  10  0 


2    0  0 
110 


0  10  0 
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110 
110 


2    2  0 

1  1  0 

2  2  0 


0  10  0 
6  00 
0  10  0 
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Friend,  A 
Friend,  A»  per 

Boberts,  Esq.  .. 
Frost,  Ber.  J.  D. .. 
Froud,  Be?.  E.  •• 
Fry,  J.  O.  Esq.    .. 

Fry,  Bev.  J , 

Fuller,  J.  Esq.  •• 
Filler,  O.  A.  Esq. 
Fuller,  W.  W.  Esq. 


Henry 


10 

ftO 

10 

2 


6  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 


0  0 


Qbavtov,  Hia  Grace  the 

Duke  of 

Oloacester  and  Bristol, 

Bt.  Be?,  the  Bishop 

of     • •••    •••  36 

OroiYfnor,     Bt.     Hon. 

Lord  Ho1?ert,  MJ>.  6 

Grpsvenor,  Ladj  Eobert 

«ad  Hon*    BiLas,  per 

Lord  AaMej  ...     3  10  0 

Grty,  Hoe*  W.  Booth  .,.30    0  0 
Galloway,  EL  Bon.  Earl 

cif,p«TH.BoberU,E(iri,  10  10  0 

Hajor-Gen,  &c. 
O0o«h|  Sir  TliDmas,  Bart.    5 
Gladstone,  Bt.  Hon.  W. 

£.   m,»Pa        •«•         ...  ...     SbO 

Glynn,  Sir  Bicbard  P. 

Bart.         05 

Glouoester,    Yery   Bev. 

Deaaof    10 

G.  per  Messrs.  Herries   100 

G 10 

Gadesden,  J.  Esq. 

Gag^f  Mrs.  .i^^    • 

OaBinia^     p^r     Messrs. 

WilUams  and  Co. 
Qardntr,  F.  Esq.  *.. 
GitlMid,  E.  P.  Esq. 
GmtmLU  F.  £«q<  ... 
OoreUt  W.  A.  E»q. 
Gtftb,  J,  Q.  Eaq. 
Oanrorth,  J.  B.  Esq. 


20 

6 
10 

& 
40 

10 
SO 


00 

0  0 

00 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
00 

00 
00 


110 


DOOatiODS.        Annnnl. 

Forbes,  G.  8.  Esq.     «..  £110 

Forstar»  Josiah,  Esq.  ...  0  10  0 

Forteaone,  J.  F.  Esq.  ...  110 

Foster,  M.  Esq 110 

Fowler,  W.  BC  Esq.       £70    0  0 

Fox,  Bev.  W 5    0  0 

FranUyn,  Bev.  T. 

Friend,  A     5    0  0 

Friend,  A,  per  Lord  Aah* 

ley    100    0  0 

Friend,  A,  per  Hon.  and 

Bev.  M.  ViUiers      ...  10    0  0 
JB^end,  A,  per  Meeara. 

Gregson 10  10  0 

Friend,  A^per  H.  Camp- 

beU.Esq 10  0 

Friend,   A,   per    Henry 

Boberts,  Esq 50    0  0 

Friend,  A,  per  Meaars. 

Williama  and  Co.    ...  10    0  0 

Friend,  A.    • 0    0  0 

Friend,  A,  by  W.  B.  S....    6 


0  10  0 
0  10  0 
0  10  0 


5    0  0      110 


0  0 


110 


110 


Donations. 

Gaselea,  B.  Esq £6    0  0 

Gatliff,  Charies,  Esq. 

G.  B.  V 

G.  C.  per  Messrs.  Williams 


5    0  0 
10    0  0 


and  Co. 

George,  G.  Esq 

George,  G.  N.  Esq.      ...  20    0  0 

Gertrude  Miss     8     0  0 

Gibbon,  Miaa       

Oibbs,  W.  Esq 10    0  0 

Gibbs,  Mrs 20     0  0 

Gibbs,  Messrs.  A.  &  Sons  52  10  0 
Gibson,  Francis,  Esq. ...  40    0  0 

Gibfion,  Hits        2     0  0 

Gillespie,  E.  Esq>, 5     0  0 

GlJly,  Bev.  W.  3.,  DJ).      B  10  0 

G.  J.  B 2     0  0 

G.  J.D 10    0  0 

G.  L 10  10  0 


XI    1  0 

0  10 

1  1 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


G.  L.,  a  Thank  Offering  10 
Gladstane,  Capt.  W.  ...  5 
Gladstone,  J.  M.  Esq....  20 
Gl&d^toaC}  \V.  Esq.  ...  5 
Glo£i!^op,  F,  U.  N.  Esq. 

GloTer^Misi 

Goldsmid,  Mrs 8    3  0 

GolJsmiihs,  Ojc  Worship- 
ful Company  of       ...  50    0  0 
GolighUy,  Bev.  C.  P.  ...     5    0  0 
Goodford,  H.  Esq. 
Goodrich,  Bev.  B.        ... 

Goodwin,  Miss     50    0  0 

Goodwyn,  C  Esq.       ... 

Gordon,  A.  Esq 100    0  0 

Gordon,  J.  E.  Esq.      ...  10  10  0 
Goring,  Henry,  Esq.  •..  35    0  0 

Goring,  Mn 5    0  0 

Oosse,  Henry,  Esq.     ...  15    0  0 

Gould,  Bev.  J 10    0  0 

GowftDi  G.  Esq 10    0  0 

Gotrer,  W  L«TC9i^ti.Esq.    5     00 
Grainger,  B.  D.  Eaq.  •.. 
Greaves,  H.  M.  Esq.  ... 

Greaves,  Bev.  G 10    0  0 

Grctiue,  In  B.  Eaq.      ...  10     0  0 

Greenfield,  Mrs 10     0  0 

Gnegsoti,  Measrs, ...     ...  21     0  0 

Gregson,  Bev.  J.  ...     ... 

Gfsgson,  Samuel,  Esq.      10  10  0 
Gregson,  W.  Esq.       ...  80    0  0 

Grenfell,  P.  St.  L.  Esq.    5    5  0 
Grenfell,  B.  W.Esq.    ...  15  10  0 

Greville,  A.  F.  Esq.     ...    5    0  0 

GrifStb,  C  D.  Esq.      ...     5     0  0 

Gneaiall,  Mcfiira.  &  Co.  100     0  0 
Gunter,  Mrs.  Ann       .*. 
Gunter,  Mrs.  Caroline... 

Guniey,  D.  Eaq 20    0  0 

Gumey,  S.  Esq 250    0  0 

Gwinnell,  Mrs 5    0  0 


1        Jt    0 
1        «.  0 


0 
0 


1.O0 

:ioo 


0  JLOO 

^  CO 

5»  0  0 

X  !• 

X  10 


%      10 


J      00 
5B     to 


O   10  0 

O    100 


Habbowbt,  Bight  Hon. 

Earl  of      30    0  0        ^ 

Hamilton,      the      Lady 

Dowager 

Haddo,  Bight  Hon.  Loid  35    0  0 


10 

X  too 
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i,  th0  Bight  Hon. 

lej     £80 

ir  J^liB,  K.Cl}.    JLO 
1,  Sir  John,  Bart. 
SB,  Sir  T.  Bart ...    5 
lej,  Sir  J.Bart,  ...  15 
JirJ.W.Bart.lU>.  15 
SirA.BartM.P. 
ir  H.Bart. 
irt.     Hob.    Mrs. 
on     •••    •,.    ... 
Admiral,  R.N.   ... 

iuii,0.  Eiq.    ,., 

f  Henrj)  £s^.  ••• 
eU,J.C.  Esq.  ... 

.L.£tq 

£■%•• «•« 

hoQM«K.£8q. 

.C.Esq 

on^BoT.J. 
md*G.  H.  Esq. 
7,  Messrs. 
\  S.  A.  Esq.     ... 
I,  Samnel,  Esq.... 
rt,  Egtrton,  Esq. 
t  Ber.  E.  ...    .,• 

BTiOtEsq 

^f  Mrs.  George  ••• 
ir,W7iidham,£sq. 

J.  Esq 

Chtrks,  Esq.  ... 
if   J.    Seandrett, 


KTOyMrs 

»0.  Esq 

r,Mr.J 

ftoi^Mra. 

Ifton,  J.  Esq.     ... 
Edwird,  Esq.  ... 

G.Eiq 

J.  0.  Es^ 

»n,  Hits    

yO.Esq 

,Mist       

f  BsT.  O.  G.     •.« 

.W.Esq 

'»J.  Esq 

nj,  E.  P.  Esq. ... 

raj, Bey.  Fred. ... 

18,  R.  B.  A.  Esq. 
Mn.F.  ...    ... 

I,  Sumel,  Esq. .. 
I,  W.Esq 


3eorg«,Esq.  ... 
H.Esq.  M.P.  ... 
D.D«Esq.  .. 
otfl^G.  Esq.  .. 
otfl^  John,  Esq... 
ote,J.  E.  Esq.... 

«J.£tq 

jeSiDr.T. 


0  0 
QO 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

5    0  0 


25  0  0 
85  10  0 
10    0  0 


£10  0 


10 

5 

25 

5 
5 

10 
5 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


15  0  0 
31  10  0 

5  0  0 
10  10  0 

5    0  0 

3    0  0 


20 
2 


5 
10 


5 

20 


0  0 
2  0 

0-0 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 


60    0  0 


10 
0 

30 
15 


0  0 
0  0 


5    0  0 
1    1  0 


5 

0 

20 

2r) 


0  0 
10  0 
0  0 
0  0 
10  10  0 
10     0  0 


0  0 
0  0 
7  0 


10  0 


0  10  0 


1    1  0 
0  10  0 


0  0 

1  0 
1  0 

0  0 

1  0 


0  10  0 

1  00 
1  1  0 
110 


110 
2  2  0 
10  0 


110 

110 
10  0 

110 

110 


20    DO 


2    2  0 
0  10  0 


Donations. 
£20    0  0 


00 

0  0 

1  0 


HsBeage,  G.  F.  Esq, 
Hsnsley,  J.  J.  Esq.     ...     5 
Hcnslow,  Ber.  Professor    5 
Herbert,  Hon.  W.        ...     1 
Henries,  Farqahar,  and 

Co.  Messrs 21    0  0 

Herring,  T.  B.  Esq.    ..•  £1 

HerTpy,  Misa        10     0  0 

Heteltine,  £.  Esq.      ...  1 

Hewlett,  H.  W.  Ea^.  ...  26 
Ueywood,  B.  Esq.  ...  5 
H.  Fi  per  Becord  ,»,     5 

H.  H ,     ..,     4 

Hibbert,  Capt&m  J.  N. 
Uickmant  H.  B«  Esq.       30 
HickH,  Thos,  Esq,  10 

Higgins,  Mntt.  Ja«,Eaq.     6 


Hillioiige^MeeiirH,  &Son  10 


Hilhoose,  B.  Esq, 
Hilhoase,  C*  Esq. 
HiU,J.£.  Esq.    ... 

H.  M ••     ... 

Hoarf,  Charles,  Esq. 
Hoare,  C.  B.  Esq. 
Hoare,  Henry,  Esq. 
Hoare,  Messn^  ... 
Hoarp^  Noelx  Esq. 
Ho  are »  Ret.  WOli&m,  per 
Messrs.  8trali«ii  &Co. 
HDbbB,  W.  F.  Esq.  ... 
HodgkiueiOMj  S.  Esq.  ... 
IlodgsoQj  Hvv*  H.  ... 
Holbi?rtoii,  Mrs.  ,.,  ,„ 
Holdi^bipt  J.Biq,  ,.. 
Holford,  B.  B,  Esq.  ... 
f  loUimd,  Commander  F. 
Holland,  G.  H.  Esq.  ... 
HoUand,  U.  Esq. 

HoUand,  Miss     

HoUaad,  Miss  Louisa  ••• 

Holiond,  Mrs 

Hollond,BeT.  E. ...    .. 

Holmes,  Miss      ...    .. 

Holmes,  Bev.  E.  ...     .. 

Holt,  Mrs ,. 

Holt,  Misses        

Hooper,  Mrs.       

Hooper,  BsT.  J.   ...     .. 

Hoper,  Mrs.         

Hoper,  J.  Esq.  ,..  ., 
Hopkinson,  B1  Esq.  •• 
Hornby,  B.  A.  Esq.     •• 

Hongh,  Mis 

Hoagb,  T.G.Esq.       .. 

Howard,  BeT,  J 

Hubbard,  Egerton,  Esq. 
Hubbard,  Jolui  G.  Esq. 
Hubbard,  W.  E.  Esq.  „ 
Hudson,  Bobcrt,  Esq. 

Hudson,  Mrs 

Hugham,  Mrs 

Hughes,  J,  Esq 

Hughes,  BeT.  C 

Hughes,  B.  Esq 

HnU,  W.  Esq 

Hamsnitas 

H«me»B«T.O 


10 

1 

10 
150 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
00 

00 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
00 

1  0 
00 
0  0 


100    0  0 


5    00 


25 

4 

1 

45 


00 
4  0 
00 
0  0 


20  10  0 
5    0  0 


5 

5 

10 

257 
.    5 


5  0 
0  0 
00 

0  0 
00 


do 

0  0 
00 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

6  0 


10 

0 
10 

7 

6 

5 

5 
10 
10 

5 
30  10  0 

2    0  0 
85    0  0 

5    0  0 


5    00 


1  0 
1  0 


0  10  0 


1  0 
1  0 


20 
1  0 


110 


10  0 
100 


<^    50 


110 


1  0 
0  0 

10  0 
10 

10  0 


1     1  0 

;^   00 


1  0 
10  0 

10  0 
10  0 


0  10  0 
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Donations. 

Annual. 

Hunter,  MiM  M. 

JEO  10  0 

Hunt,  W.  Esq 

0  10  0 

Husscy,  J.  Esq 

£5 

0  0 

110 

H.  W.A 

4 

4  0 

I.  A.  B 

50 

0  0 

Ingham, Robert,  Esq. ... 

10 

0  0 

Irvine,  Miss          

110 

Irving,  Miss  Agnes 

5 

0  0 

JEBMTif,  Earl  of 

10 

0  0 

JiimeHjSirW  Biuft.  M.P. 

2     2  0 

Jervoise,  Kev    Sir  S.  C. 

Bart. 

115 

0  0 

Johnson,  Sir  lien.  Allen, 

Burt. 

5 

0  0 

Jackson,  Hugh,  Esq.  ... 

1     1  0 

Jackson,  J.  Esq 

15 

0  0 

Jackson,  Jabez,  Esq.   ... 

15 

0  0 

110 

Jackson,  Miss  C. 

10 

0  0 

Jackson  and  Greenslade, 

Messrs.            

5 

5  0 

Jacob,  G.  Esq 

0  10  0 

James,  Misses  M.  and  A. 

25 

0  0 

10  0 

J.c 

4 

0  0 

J.D 

0  10  0 

J.E.D 

5 

0  0 

Jefferys,  Ven.  Archdeacon 

8 

0  0 

Jcflftrey,  J.  Esq 

5 

0  0 

10 

5  0 

JeflDreys,  Miss  S 

12 

0  0 

1     0  0 

Jennings,  R.  Esq. 

1     1  0 

Jennings,  Samuel,  Esq. 

4 

0  0 

Jennings,  W.Esq. 

10  10  0 

J.  F.  T 

5 

0  0 

J.H 

0 

10  0 

J.  M*     ...     ,     „, 

0  10  0 

J.  M.  C 

10 

0  0 

J.  M.  G 

a 

0  0 

Joceleyne,  Mr.  &  Friends 

0  10  0 

Johnson,  J.  Esq. 

1     1  0 

Johnston,  A.  Esq. 

1     1  0 

Johnston,  Re?.  C. 

0  10  0 

Jones,  B.  S.  Esq. 

1     1  0 

Jones,  W.  Esq.     ...     ... 

10 

0  0 

Jowett,  B.  Esq.    ...     ... 

0  10  0 

J.R 

5 

0  0 

J.V.     

25 

0  0 

KKHTow,Rt.  Hon.  Lord 

55 

0  0 

2     2  0 

King,  Right  Hon.  Lord 

5 

0  0 

Kennaway,  Sir  Jn.  Bart. 

15 

0  0 

K.B 

I 

0  0 

Kennedy,  E.  Esq. 

1 

1  0 

Kennedy,  Mrs 

1 

1  0 

Kennington,  a  Parishioner 

of,  per  Rev.  C.Lane... 

10 

0  0 

Kear8ley,J.H.Esq.M.P. 

5 

0  0 

Kent,  G.B.  Esq 

5 

0  0 

2     0  0 

Kidd,  R.  C.  Esq 

21 

0  0 

2     0  0 

Kingsoote,  Colonel 

5 

0  0 

Kingscote,  Henry,  Esq. 

10  10  0 

King,  T.  &  Wm.  Esqrs. 

10 

0  0 

King,  W.  Esq 

10  10  0 

Knapp,Rev.  H 

15 

00 

110 

Knight,  J.  Esq 

0  10  0 

Knoblock,  T.  A.  Esq. ... 

4 

4  0 

10  0 

Kosmos        * 

K.  Y.   Z.    per    Messrs 
Henries     


£100    0  0 


5    0  0 


LoHPOfinftBBT        Most 

Hon.  Marchicinc^^Ei  ... 
London,  Bigbt  Hon.  and 

Rt.Bev,  the  Bi,<ihopof 
Lansdowne,  Moat  Hon. 

MarqaJB 

Leigh,  Right  Hon,  Lord 
Lefuvrc,  the  Right  Hon. 

C.  S.  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Commonij. .. 
Lee,  Sir  George  P. 
Lichfield,  the  Countess 

L.  A 

Labouchere,  John,  Esq. 
Lady,  A,  per  Lord  Ashley 
Lady,  A,  per  Mr.  Shaw 
Lady,  A,  per  Messrs.Wil- 

liams&Co 

Lady,A        

Laing,  T.J.  Esq 

Laing,  D.  Esq 

Landon,  Mrs 

LjLngdon»  A.  E^iq 

Langridge,  G.  A.  Esq... 

L.A.  R 

Larken,    Metcalf,    Esq. 

Civil  Service,  Bombay 
Larken,  Rev.  E.  R.  ... 
Laiircnoe,  E  B.  Esq.  ... 
Laurence,  JU  Esq. 

LawRev.  R.  V 

Lfiwrit'rJ    IL  Esq. 
Lawrence,  W.  Esq.     ... 
Lawson,  C.  J.  Esq.     ... 

L.  B 

Leatham,  J.  A.  Esq.  ... 
L.  E.  per  Messrs.  Her- 

ries  &  Co 

Lee,  J.  Esq.  LL.D. 

Lee,  John,  Esq 

Lee,  J.  Esq 

Lee,  J.  jun.  Esq 

Lt*e,  Morley,  J.  Esq.  ... 
Lelfard,  J.  H.  Esq,  ... 
I.(?  Mesurier,  Rev*  S  ... 
Le  M€siirier,-MisBM.O. 

Lcvett,  R.  Esq 

Lewes,  R.  C.  Esq. 

Lewis,  Miss 

Leycester,  R.  G.  Esq.... 

L.F 

Lightfoot,  Mrs 

Lind^itjf  Colonel 

Linton,  Colonel   

Little,  Miyor       

Little,  Mrs 

Livesay,  Joseph,  Esq. ... 

L.L.J 

Lloyd,  E.  Esq 

Lloyd,  J.  A.  Esq 

Lloyd,  Rev.  S 

L.L.Q 

Loat,  J.  Esq 


1 

0  0 

65 

0  0 

30 

0  0 

15 

0  0 

15 

0  0 

15  10  0 

XI 

1 

10 

0  0 

75 

00 

2 

"s 

1 

0  0 

1 

00 

80 

0  0 

5 

0  0 

L 

eo 

1 

0  0 

•i 

DO 

10 

0  0 

. 

1. 

10 

50 

eo 

5 

0  0 

1 

J  0 

1 

1  0 

5 

5  0 

10 

0  0 

1 

1  « 

5 

0  0 

1 

^  \ 

10 

0  0 

1 

a  « 

30 

00 

€>'« 

10 

00 

2 

5 

0  0 

5 

0  0 

5 

10 

0  0 
0  0 

01 

^  \ 

ot«^ 

1 

0  0 

5 

00 

0  1^^ 

01 
0  1 

^7 

^^^ 

1 
1 

'^^ 

'^^ 

5 

0  0 

1 

1  0 

25  15  0 
10    0  0 

1 

^ 

5 
3 

0  0 
0  0 

ow^^ 

2 

0  0 

10 

0  0 

5 

00 

5 

0  0 

10 

0  0 

o:»^ 

5 

00 
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J.    ...     . 

It?.  H.  J.. 
Iktt,£tq. 
1.     ...     . 

1 

I  F.  Esq.. 

Eh.    . 

Esq***  • 
VTiUiMBs. 
,Etq.  . 
[.Emi.  . 
IT*  Esq.    . 

1 

f*     ...    ... 

o*  •••    .•• 

i,HisOf«oe 

liglit   Hon. 


£10  10  0 
,.  10  10  0 
..     1     J  0 


£110 


10  10  0 


10  10  0 
.  20    0  0 


1 

A 

10 

1 
5 
25 
0 
8 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


igfat    Hon. 

JP 

gilt     Hon. 

'colV    Sir 

t    

ii.Mn.J.O. 
[siknr,Bftrt 
ir  J.  Bart. 

Hon.  Lord) 
btrts,  Esq. 
Imiral    Sir 

at. 

Hany  ... 
[on.F.,R.N 

nl 

Esq 

nr  Messrs. 
( Co. 

iC 

.  Esq.  ... 
W.A.  Esq. 

in"'  Z 
dnF.      ... 

E.  Esq. ... 

Esq 

E.  Esq. ... 

Esq.  ... 
.  D.  Esq. 
..  .i.  ... 
.  Esq.  ... 
r.Esq.  ... 
rs.  Anne ... 

O 

■*     •.•    ... 

T 

IS     

KEsq.MJ». 


10  0  0 

21  0  0 

5  0  0 

10  0  0 

U  8  0 

5  0  0 

10  0  0 

5  3  0 

5  0  0 

5  0  0 

20  0  0 

5  0  0 

.5  0  0 

5  0  0 

5  0  0 

10  0 

50  0  0 


10  10  0 

5     0  0 

30    0  0 

10  10  0 

5     0  0 

5     0  0 


5  5  0 
10  10  0 
35    0  0 


1  0 
1  0 


0  10 

1  1 
1     1 


1     1  0 


3  3  0 
2  2  0 
110 
110 


2    0  0 
1     I  0 


110 


0  10  0 
10  0 


1     1  0 


110 
110 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 
110 

1  1  0 


£20 
.  5 
.     6 

10 

5 
1 
5 


5 

4 
20 

5 

5 

35 

5 

0 

50 

15 


Montoti,  Bliss 

Martin,  T.  Esq 

Martin,  W.H. Esq.     ... 

Mirtin  Cnptiun,  H,  B.... 

Martiriieaiipi.  Esq.        ... 

Ma^oui  Cftpuiu,  H.  B. 
R.N 

MftsoQ^  KcT.  A.  W       ... 

MnHttinnaii,  E.  Eaq.    ... 

Muttbnwe^  Capt&iu       ... 

MaiiciAley,  Mr. 

M«yu&rd,  W.  Enq,       ... 

Mii}\  J.  Esq,» 

Maw,  Mrs.  F,       

Maxwell,  Miss  M.      ... 

M.  B 

M.  C.  per  Spenoer 
Charington,  Esq.     ... 

Melville,  J.  Esq 

Menzies,  H.  Esq 

M.  G • 

M.  H.  per  F.  Sandoz,  Esq. 

M.  H.M 

Middleton,  Re?.  J.  J.  ... 

Middleton,  W.  Esq.     ... 

Milan,  Miss 

Miles,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Esq 

MUes,  W.  Esq.  M.P. 

Miller,  C.  T.  Esq. 

Bfiller,  O.  Esq 

^fii]^,  ArtUtir,  Esq.     ... 

stills,  Mlirkf  Esq.        ,„ 

Milnes,  R.M.  H^q^M.P. 

Milroy,  D.  Esq • 

Minchin,  Miss    

MinetjJ.Esq 

MitoheU,  F.  H.  Esq.   ... 

MitcheU,  W.  B.  Esq.  ... 

Mitford,  B.  Esq. 

M.  L. ,.     ... 

M.  L.  E. 

M.L.H 

M.  M 

M.  O,,  one  who  has  read 
Lord  Asliley's  kttcr  in 
tbe  TiiHea*  of  19th 
Ootti  as  a  ibnzik-Dfrer- 
ing  for  preserration  of 
herself  &  family  from 
the  late  epidemis    ...100 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

1  0 
0  0 


5    5  0 


£0  10  0 

0  10  0 
0  10  0 


0  0 

4  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

5  0 
10  0 

0  0 
0  0 


110 


21 

5 

10 

5 
10 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
00 


3    3  0 
10    0  0 


31  10 
10    0 


15 
5 
5 

1 


0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
00 
8  0 


Moccatta,  Moses,  Esq.        3 

Moland,MiMM 2 

Molyiifui,  J*  M 

Money,  Wigram,  Eiq.,..  15    0  0 
MoiitAgiif  Mftjor,  W.   «i. 
MautefioT«,  Sir  Mdips..«     5     00 
Moody,  a  A.  Eiq.  M^l*. 
Moon,  Hobcrt,  Ei^q*    ,..     5 

Moore,  Rev.  H 15 

Morgan,  W.  Esq 5 

Morgan,  D.  T.  Esq.    ... 
Morgan,  Ji  Minter,  Esq.  10  10  0 
Morier,  J.  T.  Esq.       ...     5    0  0 

Morris,  Bev.O 

Morris,  Chstles,  Esq. ...  50    0  0 
Moifis,  H.  Etq. 10  10  0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


110 

110 

5  0  0 
0  10  0 

5  0  0 
110 
J     1  0 


10  0 
110 

10  0 

2    2  0 

1     1  0 
0  10  0 


10 
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Mosley,  Oswald,  £s^. 

M.  R 

M.  S 


Donations. 

£10    0  0 

..18     0  0 

..25    0  0 


Annual. 


Norfolk,  HU  Grace  the 

Duke  of    5 

Northampton,  the  Most 

Hon.  Marquis  of 
Newark,  tlie  Viscount ...  40 
Nogent,  Gen.  Sir  George, 

Bart 5 

Neale,  Lady  Caroline  ...  25 
Noel,    Hon.    and    Rev. 

B.  W 5 

Nanson,W.  Esq 5 

Neale,  Henry  St.  John, 

Esq 

Neale,  E.  V.  Esq.        ...  15 

Nelson,  Re?.  G 

NehhorppT  Colonel 
Nefibittr,  John,  Esq,      ...  20 
Newdegate,  0.  N.  Esq. 

M.P 10 

Newman,  T.  Esq 10 

Nicholson,  W.  N.  Esq.... 
Nicholson,  G.  H.  Esq.... 
Nicholson,    Messrs.  W, 

and  J 10 

HilfhliiigAle,  W.  E.  Esq.  20 

Hotttei  J.  Eaq 

Hoddw,  Rev.  J 

Nodes,  S,  Esq 1 

NorriB  the  B«r.  H.  H.     20 
Nottidge,  William,  Esq. 


0  0 


0  0 

0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 


15  0 


0  0 

0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 


]  0 
0  0 


£2     2  0 


OzvoBD,  Rt.  Re?.  Bishop 

of     10  10  0 

0?er8tone,  the  Rt.  Hon. 

Lord 50  O".  0 

Otway,  Sir  George,  Bart  5  0  0 
Onslow,  the  Hon.  Col. 

Mannering      

Osborne,  Hon.  and  Re?. 

S.G 5     0  0 

Oakley,  Mrs.  Louisa  Jane  50    0  0 

Obins,  Rer.  A 25    0  0 

O'Brien,   Stafford,   Esq. 

M.P 5    0  0 

Odnan,  Mrs 5    0  0 

UJJ'eriDg  to  ihi^  memory 

of  theljOe  liiplit  Hon. 

Lonl  Gcorgio  Bcriiiack     5    00 
"  or  Thin©  own  do  we 

five  TUcg'*       50    0  0 

OgUby,  Jantcff,  Ksq.  „.  5  0  0 
OWeFBhflw,  A.  H.  Ksq,  5  0  0 
OUv!%  Ji'n'iniftlij  Esq, ...  1)0     0  0 

Oliver,  G.  Esq 5    0  0 

Oliver,  H.  Esq 

Onslow,  Rev.  Arthur  ... 

Orton,  J.  3.  Esq. 

Ostler,  L.  Esq 

Ottey,  Rev.  G.  F 10    0  0 

Powis,  Earl  of    10    0  0 

Pembroke,  the  Conntess 

of     20    0  0 


1    1  0 

0  10  0 
110 
0  10  0 
110 


1     1  0 
110 


0  0 

1  0 


1     1  0 


110 
5    0  0 


110 
2  2  0 
0  10  0 
110 


Pembroke,  Dowager  . 

Countess  of     ...        £50    0  0 
Paget,  Right  Hon.  Lord 

Alfred       5 

Peyton,  Lady       , 

PInmer,  Lady       ...    •.. 
Paul ,  S  i  r  J  ohn  Dean,  Bart. 

Paul,  Lady 

Pirie,  Sir  John,  Bart.  ...  5 
Pole,  Sir  W.  Bart.  ...  15 
Pierrepoint,  Right  Hon. 

H.  M 10 

Pelham,  Hon.  Capt.  D.      5 

Phipps,  Hon.  E 

Pollock,  Sir  G 4 

Popham,  Gen.  E.  W.  L.  5 
Pacey  Rev.  H,  B.,  D.D.  18 
Pdliser,  Lieut. -Col     ... 

Palmer,  A.  Esq 5 

Palmer,  Mrs.  A 5 

Palmer,  R.  Esq.  M.P. ...  25 

ralmtr,  Rev.  R. 5 

PannelJ^  C  L.  Esq.     ... 
Parker,  J.  W.  Esq.      ...  25 
Parker,  Thomas  Hawe, 

Esq 10    0  0 

Parr,  T.  Clements,  Esq.    10    0  0 

Parrott,  E.  Esq 

Parry,  S.  Esq 5    0  0 

Parry,  Thomas  G.  Esq.      5     0  0 

Paul,  J.  D.  Esq 110  10  0 

Paul,  R.  S,  E*q.  .„     ...     5    0  0 
Payne,  Jd8«ph,  Etq.    ...     5    0  0 

Paynter,  S.  Esq, 5    0  0 

P.  B 2     0  0 

Pearce,  Charles  T.  Esq.     5    5  0 
Pearce,  George,  Esq.  ...  55    0  0 
Pearce,  William,  Esq. ... 
Pearson,  Charles,   Esq. 

M.P 

Pease,  J.  R.  Esq 

Pease,  T.  B.  Esq. 

Peek,  W.  Esq 21    0  0 

Peek,  W.  Esq.  jun.     ...  23     0  0 
Pemberton,  Rev.  E.     ... 
Pemberton,  Rev.  J.      ... 

Peufold,  He?  J    

Pennant,  Mrs.  Doiklna    10    0  0 

Penny  H.  Esq, 

Penrose,  Rct,  T,  T.    ... 

Penrhyn,  E.Esq 15    0  0 

Perceval,  Miss     10    0  0 

Perceval,  Miss  J 10    0  0 

Percivol,  Captain  E.  A. 

Perrot,  E.  Esq 

Pcrry,J.Watlington,Esq.  10    0  0 

Perry,  R.  Esq 20    0  0 

Peto,  S.  M.  Esq.  M.P....  100    0  0 
Pharisee,  A,  per  Messrs. 

Nisbet      10    0  0 

Phelps,  John,  Esq.      ...  15  10  0 
Phillimore,  C.  B.  Esq.... 
Philipps,  J.  H.  Esq.  ...  10    0  0 
Phillips,  Miss  Clara    ...  10    0  0 

Phillips,  Miss  M 16    0  0 

Pickering    and    Smith, 

Messrs.    •••     «.     «»« 


1  a 

1  J 
oii 
oii 


1  r 

1  " 

01 

1 

1 


10 


It 
It 


fhfO 
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11 


...iK5    0  0 


•q.  MJ».... 

iq*  •••    ••• 

^E•q.    ... 

•  E^.     ... 

>.Saq.lf.P. 
f     •••     ••• 

}.P.B.... 

O.... 

»*    ••• 

Ko.  8 

iq.  ••• 

{e,£sq. 
•q.  ... 


5 
10 


0  0 
0  0 


£110 


ao  0  0 


0 

5 

.    5 

>  10 

400 

0 

.    5 

10 

!    5 

0 

,  20 

19 


»•  Jnq. 
I,  Esq. 
n,Stq. 


pep 


6 
30 


0  0 
0  0 
00 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

10  0 

OX) 

0  0 
0  0 


0    0  0 


Esq. 


I*    •••     ••• 

f  H»«*    «•* 
Bq.  •••    ■••. 
iq«  •••    ••. 

|.MJ».  «.. 
B.  B.  D JD. 


5 
10 

0 
10 
10 
10 

0 


...  10 


Esq. 


t.Hon.k2ia 

»•      ■••      ••.   *Hl 

111  Of     ...  10 
Hob*  Lord 

100 

Hoa.  Lord 
I*    •••    %••    o 
Hon.  Lord  10 
Loid     ...  20 
n.  Sir  Geo. 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


00 
0  0 


18  11  0 
110 


110 


110 


0  10  0 


I  0 

10  0 

1  0 

1  0 


10  0 


20 
1  0 


0  0      0    0  0 

0  0 

10  0 

0  0 


110 

0  10  6 
10  0 


B.  E.  O •».  iCO    0  0 

Held,  Col.  C3JLE.    ...    1    0  0 

Rew,  W.  A.  Esq. 10    0  0 

Beynolds,  Foster,  Esq ...    0    0  0 
Reynolds,  J.  Esq.        ...  10    0  0 

KeyiJoliJ>,  J.  E»q . 

llicliiu'ijsf>ll,  H,  Ewq,    ,„ 

llidk-y,  the  Mbsen       ...     0     0  0 

Hidkjj  Execiitors  of  the 

late  Mji^s  0 

Riplej,  F.  R.  Esq.       ...    0 
Rippergill,  J.  N.  Esq.  ...    2 
R.  M.  C.  per  W.  G.    ... 
Roberts,  H.  Esq.  F.S.A.  10 
Roberts,  Fred.  Esq.    ...  10 

Roberts,  Miss      10 

Robertson,  W.  Esq.  ...  10 
Robinson,  C.  Esq.  ...  0 
Robinson,  J.  D.  Esq. 


£110 


00 
0  0 
2  0 

10  0 
0  0 
0  0. 
0  0 
00 

0  0 
00 
0  0 

00 
00 


Si^nsBtAVn^  UU  Gnuse 

tbe  Duke  of     00 

Shrewsborj,  Right  Hon. 

Esrl  of     ...     ...     *««  80 

Spencer,  Rt.  Hon.  Ead  120 
Stnart,  Ru  Hon.  Lord 

James      «..    0 

Skelmersdale,  Rt.  Hon. 

Lord...  •••  ...  •••  XO 
Sondes,  RU  Hon.  Lord  0 
Stanley,  RU  Hon.  Lord  20 
Stewart,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 

James      ...    ...    ...    5 

Stnart,  Lovd  Dudley  C.    0 
Salisbury,  Bt.  Rot.  thf 

Bishop  of...     ...    ••»  20    0  0 

St.  DiiTid'i*,  the  Rl  Bev. 

the  Bii^hop  [>r  #M     •••  10 
3coU^  Lidy  ...     ,«,     ...    0 
Beymotif,  Lady  Augusta 
Simla  tmoQ,  Lid  J        ... 
Sparrow,  Lady  Olina  ...190 
BU»w,  Sir  Joliii  Bart ...  10  10  0 
Smart,  Sir  Gforga      ..;  10   0  0 


0  0 

0  0 
0  0 

0  0 

0  0 
00 
0  0 

00 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 


00 


10  0 
10  0 


0  10  0 


0  10  0 


0  10  0 


Robinson,  Capt 10 

Robinson,  Mrs 0 

Robiiibuu,  Mr,      ...     •••     0 

Boekley^  J.  Esq 

Hog«;rH;  Mr».  M.  ...     •••  10 

Rogers,  Miss  M 28 

Jiog<?rH  Re¥,  J  Canon  of 

Kxetert  &e 0     0  0       0  10  0 

Boget^ — ,  Esq.  per  Hon. 

and  Re?.  Mr.  Villian  0    0  0 
Rose,  Mrs.  ...     ...     ••• 

Boss,  P.  Esq 30    0  0 

Boss,  W.  Esq 8    0  0 

Booeby,  Mr 0  10  0 

Bonnd,  C.  G.  E»q.      ...  0    0  0 

Bowan,  Colonel  ...    ...  10    0  0 

Bowe,T.S.Esq 

Bosh,  Henry,  Eaq.     ...  0    0  0 

iiushoutj  G.  Esq.        ...  0     0  0 

Kud^ellf  H.  E»q. 0     0  0 

Hu3t,  Bev.  E 0    0  0 

B.  W.   F.  per  Messrs. 

Coutts      0    0  0 


10  6 
1  0 


0  10  0 


110 


1  0 
0  0 
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Donations. 
Smith,  Sir  J.  W.  Bart    £20    0  0 
Stirling,  SirWalter,  Bart.  10  10  0 
Sutton,  Sir  Richaid^art.  10    0  0 
Seymour,  Be?.8ir  J.Bart. 
Stewart,  Lady  Shaw 


10 
30 


Clapton, 


St.    James's, 

from '   ...    0  10  0 

Sandle,  W.  Esq 

Sandoz,  F.  Esq 

Sargent,  Mrs.      2    0  0 

Saunders,  T.  H.  Esq. ...     0     0  0 
Sa?age, — Esq.  per  Bp.  of 

London    1     10 

Saycr,  C.  Esq 8    6  0 

S.C 5    0  0 

ScobeU,  Gapt.  B.N.     ...  10    5  0 
Scorer,  Miss...     •••     «.. 

Scott,  Miss 17    0  0 

ScriTener,  T.  F.  Esq.  ...  10    0  0 

Scri?ens,  Mrs^     

Seaton,  Joseph,  Esq.  .  . 

Sedey,  B.  B.  Esq.       ...    d    00 

Seeley,  George,  Esq.  ...     0    0  0 

Selwyn,  Mrs 20    0  0 

Seymour,  E.  W.  Esq. ...  5  0  0 
Seymour,  Lieut.-GoL  ...  10  0  0 
Seymour,  Miss  Augusta 
Seymour,  Miss  Chariotte 
Seymour,  Miss  Eliza  ... 
Seymour,  Mr.  Arthur  ... 
Seymour,  Mr.  Frederick 
Seymour,  Master  H.  ... 

Seymour,  Miss     

Seymour,  H.D.  Esq.  ...  10    0  0 

Seymour,  Miss    

Seymour,  O.  E.  Esq.  ...    2    2  0 

S.  H.  A 2    2  0 

Sharpe,  Bey.  L.  A.      ...    0    0  0 
Shaw,  Sir  John,  Bart...  10    0  0 

Shaw,  B.  Esq      

Shaw,  Mis 5    0  0 

Shaw,  Pole,  Esq 6    0  0 

Shaw,  W.  Esq 1    0  0 

Shepherd,  R.  J.  Esq   ...  10  10  0 
Shepperd,  Thomas,  Esq. 

per  A.  Gordon,  Esq.       9    0  0 
Sheridan,    B.    B.   Esq. 

M.P 100    0  0 

Shippery,  W.  Esq.      ...     .*>    0  0 

Shirley,  E.  V.  Esq.    ...  20    0  0 

Shottar,  J.  Esq.  ...     ...    0    0  0 

Simeon,      John,     Esq. 

M.P 

Simon,  L.  M.  Esq.      ...    6    6  0 
Simpkinson,  Be?.  J.  N. 
Simpson,  George,  Esq.      10  10  0 
Singleton,  James,  Esq.    0    0  0 
Sitwell,  S.  Berseby,  Esq. 
Slade,  W.  Esq. 


6 
Slaney,  B.  A.  Esq.  M.P.  40 


Slaughter,  E.  Esq. 
Slade,  A.  F.  Esq. 

8.  M.  G 

Smith,  R.  S.  Esq... 

Smith,  Mra. 

Smith,  BeT.  Perey 


15 
5 
1 

1 


0  0 
0  0 
•0  0 
5  0 

0  0 

0  0 

1  0 
1  0 


£110 


0  10  0 

1  1  0 


110 
0  10  0 


0  10  0 
0  10  0 
2    2  0 


0  10  0 
0  10  0 
0  10  0 
0  10  0 
0  10  0 
0  10  0 
0  10  0 

0  10  0 


110 
0  10  0 

2    2  0 

110 
10  0 

110 


10 

5 

10 

1 

10 

20 

3 

J) 

30 

10 

..lQt» 


Smith,  Haskett,  Esq.     £10 
Smith,  J.  W.  Esq.       ...     1 

Smith,  B.  Esq 30 

Smith,  K.  J.  Esq. 
Smith,  J.  J.  Esq. 
Smith,  G.  F.  Esq. 
Smith,  G.  S.  Esq. 
Smith,  J.  T.  Esq.  ...  5 
Smith,  Payne,  and  Smith, 

Messrs 50 

Smith,  Protheroe,  Esq. 

M.D         ... 

Smith,  W.  Esq 10 

Smith,  J.  Henry,  Esq....  20 
Smyth,  Thomas,  Esq. ...     2 
Society    for    Bettering 
the  Condition  of  the 

Poor 280 

Solly,  Isaac,  Esq. 

Sotherby,  Migor 

Southouse,  Be?.  G.  .. 
Sparks,  W.  Esq. 

Speir,  W.  Esq 

Speke,  William,  Esq  ., 
Spencer,  M.  T.  Esq.  ., 
Sperling,  John,  Esq.  .. 
Sperling,  Mrs.  H. 

Squire,  Bev.  E 

Squire,  Miss  ...  .. 
S.  per  Messrs.  Henries 

S.  S 

S.  S.  Edinburgh 

S.  S.  G 

Standring,  B.  Esq. 
Standring,  B.  Esq. 
Standring,  J.  Esq.  jun, 
Stapleton,  H.  C.  Esq.... 
Stephens,  W.  J.  Esq  ... 
Stephens,  W.  V.  Esq.... 
Stevens,  J.  B.  Esq.     ... 
Stevenson,  W.  F.  Esq.  , 
St  John,  E.  Esq. 
St  Leger,  A.  B.  Esq.  ... 

Stone,  W.  Esq 

Stokes,  C.  Esq 

Stokes,  Mrs.  C 

Stokes,  Mra 

Stooks,Mn 

Stow,  J.  Esq 

Strachan,  James,  Esq.... 
Strachan,  J.  M.  Esq.  ... 
Strahan,  Pauls,  Sc  Co., 

Messrs 

Strahan,  W.  Esq 

Strachey,  E.  Esq. 

Strong,  Rer.  C 

Strong,  Bev.  C.  ...     ... 

Stuart,   James    S.  Esq. 

Stuart,  Miy or  C 

Stuart,  W.  Esq 

Stuart,  Mra.  William  ... 
Sullivan,  L.  Esq 
Sutcliff,  W.  Esq.         .,* 

S.  W 

Swaialand,  Mr.  C. 
Sweet,  Mra; 
Sykei,J.fiiq 


71 
25 

1 

5 

5 

17 


5 
5 


10  0. 
10 
00 


00 
00 


00 
0  0 
00 


00 


00 
00 

0  0 

1  0 
00 
00 
3  0 
20 
00 
00 
00 
00 


2  00 


00 
5  0 


0  0 

1  0 
1  0 
10 
0  0 


5  00 


0.0 

0  0 

10. 

00 

00 

00 


00 
0  0 
00 


o 

0 
9 
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i,Bt.  HoQ, 

£lft  10  0 

iMoimt  ...  25    0  0 
irW.C.  Bt.  10 
Ion.  Mn.  .  lA 
E«q.      ... 
i„Esq.    ... 
10 


0  0 
0  0 


0  0 


f.Eiq.  ... 
■,E»q.  ... 
1.  Esq.    ... 

KH 

itCE.  ... 
:sq.,  LL.D. 


Esq. 
iig»  per  W. 

ag.  per 
atchards  . 
puin  T.  B. 
B.  Esq.,  per 
orbes,  Esq. 
Bonir,  and 

« 

.  S.  Esq.... 
r.  S.  Esq.... 
lev.  John... 
I.J.  Esq... 
US.  Esq.... 
W.    James, 

Iwwd,  Esq. 
.  B.  Esq.... 

5«q 

5H 

B  done"    ... 

Esq 

B 

.  Esq.  ... 
a.  Esq.  ... 
pUinB.A... 


0  0 
0  0 


1     1  0 
10  0 


5    0  0 
10    0  0 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


S«|. 


Esq. 

,..10()0 


J.  Esq. 
r.  Esq.  ... 
C.Esq.  ... 
EtoT.O.  ... 
lOT.  J.  C... 
B.  E.  Esq. 
Meph,   Esq. 


.Esq.... 
lfrs.L. 
S.  Esq. 


10 


20 


.     0  0 
I    0  0 

:    0  0 

1     0  0 

0  0 

10  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


10     0  0 


banksgiving 

)pb,  Esq.  .. 
r.  J.  C.  F... 
•T.  T.  8.  .. 
.W.T.    .. 


10 
20 


0  0 
0  0 
0  n 

0  0 

0  0 
0  0 


5    0  0 


£2     2  0 

5     0  0 
10  0 

1     1  0 
0  10  0 


25     0  0 


1     1  0 


1     0  0 


1  1  0 
0  10  0 
110 
0  10  0 

10  0 


1     1  0 


0  10  0 
2     2  0 

1  1  0 

0  10  0 
110 


Turner,  Ceeil,  Esq. 
Turner,  John,  Esq.     , 
Turner,  Lieut -Colonel 
Turner,  Mrs.  E.  F.     ... 
Turner,  Re?.  G.  F.     ... 

Turner,  S.  Esq 

Turner,  Skinner,  Esq. ... 

Turner,  —  Esq 

Tumor,    Charles,    Esq. 

M.P 

Tumor,  John,  Esq.     ... 
Tumour,  J  Esq. 
Tu3flcj  Gen.  Sir  W. 
TweddaJl  Rev  IL 

Tweedy,  W.  Esq 

Twining,  R.  £»q 

Twining,  S.  W.  Esq.  ... 
Tvrining,  Thomas,  jun. 

Esq 

Twiss^  KfV-  Dr 

Twistleton,  E.  J.  B.  Esq.  10 


£10    0  0 


10    0  0 
5    0  0 


5 
5 

50 
30 
10 


XI  1  0 
1  0  0 
1     1  0 


00 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


0  0 

1  0 


00    0  0 


0  0 


Uptok,  Lieut-Gen.  Hon. 

H.P 5  0  0 

Unwin  H.Esq 5  0  0 

Urquhart,  J.  H.  Esq....  15  0  0 


V£BULAic,Rt.  Hon.  Earl  25 
Vernon,  Right  Hon.  Lord  5 
Viner,  Sir  R.  Bart.  ...  20 
Vernon,  the  Hon.  Miss  5 
Valpy,  W.  H.  Esq.  ...  5 
Vaughan,  Mrs.  E.       ...  50 

Venn,  Rev.  J 

Vemon,  Re?.  W.  H.   ... 
Viokers,  Ven.  Arohdeaoon    1 

Villebois,  J.  Esq 

Vivian,  G.  Esq 10 

Viiard,  W.  Esq 

Vores,  Rev.  T 

Wbstm iM8T£B,  the  Mar- 
quis of     70 

Willoughby,     D'Eresby, 

Lord 100 

Wellesley,  Lady  Char- 
lotte     3 

Wentworth,  Lady  A.  ....    4 

Wagner,  Miss      7 

Waley,  Jaeob,  Esq.     ...    2 

Walford,  T.  Esq 

WaUer,  N.  Esq 

WalUnger,  Rev.  W.     ...    5 

Walker,  N.  Esq. 5 

WaU.  B.  Esq 10 

Walpole,  R.  H.    Vade, 

Esq 

Walters,  M.  Esq 

WaIlLk^jij  H*  Eiq 

Walton,  P.  Esq 

W.  A.  R.       

Ware,  Rev.  T 

WaiUington  Laboarer's 
Friand  Sodety,  per  O. 
BCilltr,  Eiq.     


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
00 


1  0 
0  0 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 
40 
0  0 
2  0 


0  0 
0  0 
00 


15    0  0 

5     5  0 

5    0  0 
10  10  0 


5    0 
0  10 


0  10  0 

1  1  0 

0  10  0 


1  0 
1  0 


110 


0  0 

1  0 


0  10  0 
0  10  0 


0  10  0 
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Donations. 

Annual. 

Wtfd,  MiBf't.f'    ••■ 

.£0 

00 

Ward,  Thomas  L.  Esq. 

10 

0  0 

Ward,  Misses      

.     5 

0  0 

Warden,  Captain 

.     ft 

0  0 

Ware,  Miss 

35 

0  0 

Ware,  Mrs.  Robert 

10  10  0 

Ware,  Rev.  J 

80 

0  0 

Waring,  J.  Esq 

10 

6  0 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTHS  OF  JUNE 
AND  JULY. 

Exeter  Hall^  Strand, 

:b  Committee  met  on  Monday,  June  10.  Present: — Lord 
&ed  Churchill,  in  the  Chair;  C.  A.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.P.; 
ijor  Little,  J.  Sperling,  H.  Roberts,  and  R.  B.  Seeley,  Esqrs. 

The  Minutes  of  13th  May  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings  reported  that  the  solicitors 
ving  stated  that  the  title  to  the  land  and  premises  purchased 
Messrs.  Locke  and  Neesham,  in  Portpool-Iane,  was  satisfactory, 
yj  &ad  authorized  a  check  for  £480  m  payment  thereof. 

Also  that  possession  was  given  to  them  on  Saturday,  May  18, 
the  Streatham-strect  Houses,  by  the  contractors,  Messrs  Wins- 
id  and  Holland ;  and  that  they  had  invited  public  inspection 
m  the  20th  May  to  the  6th  of  June. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  the  Charter,  report  that  they  have 
reed  on  all  the  terms  of  the  Charter,  and  directed  the  soli- 
018  to  proceed  to  have  the  Petition  and  Charter  presented  in 
2  Qsaal  course. 

The  consideration  of  the  Friendly  Societies  Bill,  now  before 
rliament,  was  referred  to  the  Sub-Committee  on  Loans  and 
Defit  Societies,  with  instructions  to  take  such  steps  in  respect 
them  as  they  may  think  desirable,  and  to  report  thereon  to 
8  Committee. 

b  appointing  the  several  Sub- Committees  for  the  ensuing 
IT,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Marquis  Blandford,  M.P.,  Lord 
Qiy  Cholmondeley,  Lord  Alfred  ChuichiU,  H.  RobertSi  J.  D. 
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Paul,  R.  B.  Seelcj,  W.  Gregson,  aad  H.  BDEUishard,  EsqraL,  b-^ 
the  Sub-Committee  on  Dweuiiigs. 

That  Lord  H.  ChoImondeW,  R.  B.  Seeley,  E.  H.  Fitzbobe^ 
W.  Long,  and  H.  Roberts,  Eaqra.,  be  the  Sub-Committee  ^^ 
Allotments. 

That  Charies  A.  Moody,  Eaq.,  M.P^  F.  L.  WoDaston,  _ 
Gordon,  R.  B.  Seeley,  W.  Gregson,  E.  H.  Fiuherbert,  Esc^^ 
be  the  Sub-Committee  for  Loans  and  Benefit  Societies. 

Letters  were  read  from  The  Bishop  of  Manchester,  Rev.  ^ 
J.  Carter,  Capt  The  Hon.  D.  Pelham,  Rev.  W.  W.  Champnejra 
N.  Malcolm,  Geo.  Pearce,  S.  Grifiidis,  Stables,  Bartlett,  Fdc^ 
Small,  Stevens,  Esqrs.,  &c.  &c. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  July  8.     Present: — laid 
Ashley,  M.P.,  Chairman;  Chas.  A.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.P.;  W. 
Gregson,  S.  Hanson,  R.  B.  Seeley,  T.  Twining,  jun.,  J,  Speriiog^ , 
and  H.  Roberts,  Esqrs. 

The  Minutes  of  the  10th  June  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Lord  Moreton  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Committee,  and 
added  to  the  Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings  reported,  that  during  the 
past  month  they  had  proceeded  to  let  the  Society^  Fandf 
Houses  in  Streatham-street:  that  the  whole  are  now  oceaiM 
by  tenants  of  good  character  and  in  regular  employments — attk 
following  rente,  viz— ^/fo^  at  4i.,  nuieteen  at  5t.y  twejity-six  at  8&f 
and  nine  at  7«.  Yielding  an  annual  income  of  681il  4i.|  ex- 
clusively of  the  workshops  on  the  basement  story. 

They  further  reported,  that  they  have  made  a  contract  ibr 
the  removal  of  the  old  buildings  on  the  site  in  Portpool-la&c^ 
and  have  invited  tenders  for  the  erection  of  the  buildings  fiom 
eight  respectable  builders. 

Since  the  last  report  on  the  Model  Buildings  and  Lodging 
Houses,  the  Sub-Committee  are  happy  to  state  they  •» 
going  on  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner ;  that  the  houses  Ut 
all  full,  and  they  have  no  complaint  of  the  health,  or  the  moid 
conduct  of  the  inmates. 

Letters  were  read  from  Viscount  Ebrington,  M.P.,  Capt 
The  Hon.  D.  Pelham,  Hon.  W.  F.  Cowper,  M.P.;  Revs.  J. 
Hamilton,  C.  C.  Godden,  and  J.  P.  Jones;  W.  W.  Portal,  G 
GatliflF,  J.  C.  Mansell,  A.  Gordon,  O.  Mosley,  Esqrs.;  Dfc 
Gavin,  Dr.  Marsden;  Messrs,  Small,  Grane,  (Jronin,  Beddw, 
&c.  &c. 

CONTRACT   FOR   THE   THANKSGIVING   BUILDINGS   IN   PORTPOOL  U^** 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Sub-committee  on  Dwellings,  held  on  Satuf^f' 
the  20tb  of  Joly,  the  following  tenders  were  received  for  the  ereciioi 
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of  ihe  Dwellinfs  and  Public  Washhouse  to  be  built  in  Portpool-kme, 
Willi  the  Thanksgiving  Offerings  presented  to  the  Society.  The 
tmKler  of  Mr.  Grimsdell  was  accepted^  and  the  work  has  already 
Mmnenoed: — 

BoikUiigs.      Wtshhoote.  TotaL 

Mr.  George  Bird     £6800  ...  i:i320  ...£8120 

Messrs.  Hayward  and  Nixon     ...  6650  ...     1419  ...     8069 

Messrs.  W.  Cubitt  and  Co 6551  ...     1359  ...     7910 

Messrs.  T.  and  W.  Piper   5907  ...     1080  ...     6987 

Messrs.  Locke  and  Neesham 5900  ...       990  ...     6890 

Mr.  Saml.  Grimsdell  5655  ...     1210  ...     6865 

The  above  tenders  are  exclnsive  of  the  boiler^  tank,  pipes,  &c.  &c., 
tor  the  Washhouse. 

The  PaiNCE  of  Prussia  and  Suite  visited,  on  Tuesday,  2nd  July, 
the  Society's  Model  Houses  in  Streatham -street,  in  George-street, 
ind  near  Bagnigge-wells.  His  Royal  Highness,  who  was  accompanied 
liy  Lord  Ashley  and  by  Mr.  Roberts,  entered  very  minutely  into  the 
imiDgements  of  these  several  establishments,  the  leading  features  of 
rkieli  are  adopted  by  a  society  formed  in  Berlin,  of  which  the  Prince 
is  president. 

TIm  following  distinguished  foreigners  have  also  recently  visited  the 
Society's  Model  Houses: — Chevalier  and  Madame  Bunsen ;  Monsieur, 
Madame,  et  Mademoiselle  Felson  de  Cimier,  Paris;  Professor 
Bnaemores,  of  Munich  ;  Marquis  d'Azeglio,  Colonel  Miani,  Marquis 
(karaBgi,  of  Turin  ;  Dr.  Guido  Sufani,  of  Milan  ;  Dr.  Tullo  Massani, 
)f  Milan ;  Dr.  Paolo  Jaisini,  of  Milan  ;  V.  Kleist,  from  Berlin. 


XP70RTS    IN    FRANCE   FOR   AMELIORATING   THE   CONDITION   OF 
THE    WORKING   CLASSES. 

The  Committee  has  had  the  gratification  of  receiving  from  Paris 
i  copy  of  Mr.  Roberts'  Essay  on  the  *<  Dwellings  of  the  Labouring 
^lataes,"  <*  Traduit  et  publie  par  ordre  du  President  de  la  R^publique," 
pith  the  following  prefatory  remarks,  of  which  we  give  a  translation. 

^  This  work  is  addressed  to  all  good  men,  to  all  who  Jove  their 
Koantry.  It  is  offered  to  them  as  a  sign  of  the  lively  interest  which  is 
awakened  in  another  country  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
he  labouring  classes — it  is  offered  as  an  example  which  may  inspire 
kma  to  imitation. 

**  To  provide  for  labourers  in  the  country,  as  well  as  in  towns, 
IwttUiogs  well  lighted,  well  ventilated,  dry  and  clean :  such  is  the 
int  problem  to  be  solved. 

•«  We  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  long  since  this  problem  would  have 
een  solved  if  every  person  was  fully  convinced  that  these  conditions, 
Qce  realized,  a  multitude  of  the  causes  of  sickness,  of  misery,  of 
tsorder,  and  of  corruption  would  disappear. 

*^  Who  is  the  physician,  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the  want  of  light — 
ItkUed  air — dampness  and  surrounding  dirt,  are  as  many  causes 
hicb,  singly,  and  with  much  greater  certainly  when  uoitedy  contribute 
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more  than  everything  else  to  shorten  life,  and  to  render  it  miferable 
by  inflicting  on  those,  who  are  exposed  to  them,  a  mnUitude  of  ] 

and  hereditary  infirmities  ?     Who  is  the  moralist  who  does  not  admit    

that  the  human  soul  itself  becomes  degraded  under  the  prolongec^^ji 

influence  of  such  conditions?     Who  is  the  statesman  who  has  nc^x  = 

sighed  to  sec  all  the  hospitals  and  the  prisons  overcrowded  with 
the  wretched  people  which  these  causes  have  been  the  means  of  pro« 
dncing  ? 

*'  Yet  it  is  almost  always  easy  to  obtain  for  rural  dwellings  the 
necessary  amount  of  light.  With  regard  to  dwellings  in  towns,  this 
is  a  feature  most  deserving  the  attention  of  the  commissioners  charged 
by  the  authorities  with  this  important  oversight. 

'*  The  regular  renewal  of  the  air  in  dwellings  is  a  new  problem  for        '^ 
science, — it  has  never  approached  it.     But  is  it  not  sufiicient  to  pro- 
pose such  a  problem,  in  order  that  it  should  give  to  it  speedily,  a        -^ 
happy  and  practical  solution  ? 

<<  In  reference  to  dampness, — the  healthiness  of  dwellings  is  every-  --* 
where  a  desideratum,  even  in  the  houses  of  the  middle  classes.  Let  -^^ 
us,  then,  direct  the  attention  of  our  young  architects  towards  this  ^Bi 
important  subject.  It  is  a  great  honour  to  be  judged  worthy  of  going 
to  Rome  ;  it  is  a  great  merit,  in  returning,  to  bring  back  the  plans  or 
some  palace,  destined  to  become  the  ornament  of  our  cities ;  but  he 
who  finds,  or  who  invents  the  art  of  driving  away  the  humidity  which 
renders  unhealthy  so  large  a  number  of  the  dwellings  of  our  towc 
and  country  labourers,  will  have  gained  a  right  to  the  gratitude  of  th—  a 
country,  and  will  have  prepared  for  himself  a  source  of  imperishabL..^  • 
satisfaction. 

'<  In  the  meantime,  let  good  men,  especially  let  young  men,  teach  tb 
workmen  by  whom  they  are  surrounded,  to  set  some  value  on  tho 
habits  of  cleanliness  which  are  the  first  steps  taken  in  the  path  ^o| 
progress  towards  well-being. 

•*  It  would  be  so  easy  to  have  in  each  quarter  the  necessary  impT ce- 
ments for  washing,  for  sponging,  for  whitewashing  a  room  or  a  8ta.ir> 
case — to  hang  paper,  to  stop  up  holes,  in  order  to  destroy  insects/ 
The   acquisition  of   these   implements,  impossible  for  every   smgh 
workman,  if  made   by   a  benevolent    association,  would    serve    fo 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  whole  neighbourhood,  almost  withoot 
expense. 

*<  At  first,  the  persons  to  whom  the  implements  would  be  lent,  migli 
use  them  badly  or  indifferently  ;  but  soon,  with  mutual  instnictioii, 
every  one  would  be  able  to  make  a  good  use  of  them.  Now  all  tbii 
is  practicable :   let  us  then  practice  it. 

**  When  our  so  well-disposed  and  ingenious  population  consecrate! 
itself  to  such  works,  they  will  soon  understand  their  extreme  impo^ 
tance,  and  their  benefits  will  spread  with  rapidity  over  the  whole 
country,  for  the  greatest  happiness  of  the  working  classes." 


A  voluminous  Report  on  Baths  and  Wash-houses,  has  also  been 
published  in  Paris,  drawn  up  by  a  *^  Commission  instituee  parordre 
de  M.  le  President  de  la  R^publique." 
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IMPROVEMENT  OF  HOUSES  FOR  THE  POOR. 

[Our  readers  will  no  doubt  recognise  in  the  subjoined  article,  copied 
from  the  Builder  of  June  i5th,  many  suggestions  already  em- 
bodied in  the  plans  carried  out  by  the  Society  for  Improving  the 
Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes ;  illustrations  of  which,  both 
in  reference  to  new  and  old  buildings,  are  given  in  the  *'  Essay 
on  the  Dwellings  of  the  Labouring  Classes,"  published  by  the 
Society.] 

Although  it  is  now  ascertained  that  dwellings  for  the  industrious 
classes  can  be  provided  at  a  remunerative  outlay,  yet  it  cannot  be 
hoped  that  new  buildings  for  this  purpose  will  be  erected  to  any  con- 
siderable extent,  or  at  most,  not  in  sufficient  number  to  accommodate 
any  great  portion  of  these  classes :  it  seems,  therefore,  well  worth 
consideration  whether  old  lodging-houses  might  not  be  much  im- 
proved, and  become  nearly  on  a  par  with  even  the  best  model 
lodging-houses.  In  utilizing  old  houses,  the  farther  advantages 
would  be  gained,  too,  of  turning  to  good  account  the  capital  sunk 
for  their  construction,  and  of  doing  away  with  the  retreats  they  now 
afford  for  filth,  disease,  and  crime. 

Supposing  the  new  dwellings  for  the  industrious  classes  to  be  taken 
as  models,  and  the  old  houses  to  be  operated  upon  to  be  a  number  of 
contiguous  houses,  the  property  of  one  landlord,  the  whole  block  might 
he  converted  into  a  single  establishment,  similar  to  a  model  lodging- 
house.     In  effecting  such  an  improvement,  the  first  alteration  that  pre- 
sents itself  is  the  doing  away  with  all  internal  staircases  ;  and,  instead, 
to  give  access  to  the  several  lodgings  by  means  of  one  external  stair- 
case, communicating  with  an  external  gallery  along  the  front  of  each 
floor,  so  that  entrance  to  the  several  apartments  would  be  from  these 
galleries.     On  this  plan  the  place  of  existing  staircases  would  be  con- 
verted into  rooms :  a  window  of  each  front  room  would  be  made  an 
entrance  door.     Where  there  are  front  and  back  rooms,  the  back 
one  would  be  entered  from  that  in  front.     Where  more  than  two 
Tooms  were  required  for  the  same  family,  an  additional  one  might  be 
lifforded  where  the  old  staircase  had  been.     If,  on  the  contrary, 
single  rooms  only  were  wanted,  galleries  similar  to  those  in  front 
might  be  constructed  at  the  backs  of  houses,  to  give  access  to  back 
>ooms.     It  may  be  objected  to  this  arrangement,  that  the  stairs  would 
be  often  wet  and  muddy ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  would  more 
easily  be  kept  clean  than  internal  stairs,  when  common   to  many 
families,  and  much  sweeter,  if  exposed  to  the  external  air,  than  when 
«hut  up  in  the  interior  of  a  building ;  besides  which,  as  by  the  pro- 
jected  alterations   lodgers  would  be  provided  with  water  in  each 
apartment,  they  would  have  less  frequent  occasion  than  at  present  to 
^o  up  and  down  the  stairs. 

The  advantages  of  thus  insulating,  as  it  were,  each  separate  dwell- 
iDgy  are  considerable.  By  means  of  it  privacy  is  as  well  secured  as 
though  the  entrance  to  each  habitation  were  direct  from  the  street. 
Id  point  of  salubrity,  this  mode  does  away  danger  of  contagion,  often 
so  fatally  experienced  where  access  to  different  dwellings  is  from  one 
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and  the  same  internal  staircase,  and  it  removes  the  source  of  many 
squabble  amongst  lodgers  and  their  children,  so  ofteu  origiiuUiDg 
misuse  of  the  stairs. 

In  remodelling  old  houses,  back  yards,  those  sources  of  stench  aiict 
filth,  should  be  done  away,  the  walls  that  divide  them  be  taken  dowo, 
dust  heaps  and  all  petty  erections  entirely  destroyed  :  this  done,  a 
convenient  site  would  be  obtained  for  dining  and  cofiee-roomss  com- 
municating with  existing  rooms  on  the  parlour  floor.      The  neir 
building,  needing  to  be  only  one  story  high,  might  be  lighted  by  a 
skylight,  or  rather  lantern  windows.     The  existing   parlours  might 
some  of  them  become  reading  or  work  rooms,  and,  where  required  as 
a  library,  be  suitably  fitted  up  with  book  shelves.   The  basement  rooms 
would  suit  for  kitchen,  bath,  laundry,  and  stores,  as  also  for  apparatus 
for  lighting,  warming, and  ventilating  the  whole  establishment;  or,  if 
not  sufficient  for  these  purposes,  a  kitchen  might  be  made  under  the 
cofiee-room.     Water  would  of  course  be  laid  on  to  each  apartment, 
and   means  provided  also  for  conveying  soiled  water  away.     Dust    • 
shafts  and  closets  would  be  conveniently  situated  at  the  ends  of  each   ^ 
gallery.     The  closets  at  one  end  for  men,  at  the  other  for  women,- 


for  small  dwellings  a  more  wholesome  arrangement,  all  things  con-*—  . 
sidered,  than  where  such  conveniences  are  provided  within  the  apart— -^^ 
ments  themselves. 

The  dirty  state  of  most  old  houses  might  seem  an  insuperable  objee  ..^s- 
tion  to  this  project,  particularly  as  regards  insects.    Insects,  howevei^^B; 
may  be  efiectually  got  rid  of  by  the  simple  application  of  a  wash  of  su 
pbate  of  copper ;  old  houses  greatly  infected  by  bugs  have  been 
habitable  by  means  of  such  a  wash.     After  pulling  down  worn 
hangings,  old  wainscoting  and  skirtings,  the  sulphate  of  copper  shoo 
be  applied  in  a  strong  solution  to  walls,  ceilings  and  floors,  so  as  ^MhO 
soak  their  entire  surfaces,  and  enter  into  crevices.     Skirting  boan^Ki^ 
after  having  been  so  treated,  might  be  replaced. 

It  is  evident  that  a  project  of  this  nature  would,  in  each  case,  n^^sd 
modification  as  to  details,  so  as  to  suit  them  to  particulars  of  ekJ^ 
block  of  buildings  to  be  improved  ;  but  the  general  idea,  once  start^^<( 
may  lead  to  good  contrivances  for  converting  even  the  worst  of  ^lie 
present  old  lodging-houses  into  wholesome  and  creditable  abodcss: 
indeed,  it  seems  no  inconsiderable  motive  for  the  adoption  of  sucli  i 
plan,  that  thereby  existing  dens  of  disease  and  immorality  wooU 
become  sane  habitations,  inducing  self-respect  and  worthiness,  instead 
of  leading  to  habits  of  dirt  and  crime.  M.  B. 


THE  DUKE  OF  BEDFORD'S  COTTAGES  AT 
TAVISTOCK. 

On  Thursday,  the  1 1th  July,  whilst  his  Grace  the  Dake  of  Bedford  wai 
attending  a  meeting  of  the  children  of  the  National  Schools^  on  the  Iftwo 
belonging  to  Mount  Tavy,  two  of  the  occupiers  of  the  cottages  lately 
erected  by  his  Grace  attended  as  a  deputation  from  the  whole  bo<lf 
of  tenants,  and  presented  to.  the  Duke  a  document,  of  whidi  the 
following  is  a  copy  i^^ 


■PI 
toi 
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**  Taristock,  July  10. 

^  May  it  please  your  Grrace^ — We,  the  undersigDed,  beg  leave  to 
offer  to  you  our  earnest  and  humble  thanks  for  the  invaluable  boon 
eooferred  upon  us — we  refer  to  the  West-bridge  Cottages  just  erected 
00  your  Grace's  property,  in  which  we  now  reside. 

**  Your  Grace's  ybits  to  our  town  would  be  a  reproach  to  us  if  we 
did  not  gladly  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  now  afforded  of 
acknowledging  the  deep  and  lasting  obligation  conferred  upon  us  in 
having  such  homes  provided  for  us  at  a  rent  like  that  we  are  to  pay. 

**  yTe  are,  your  Grace,  fathers  of  familiei^  and  up  to  this  time  have 
had  to  live,  many  of  us  in  single  rooms,  with  few  comforts— nay,  few 
of  the  decencies  of  life ;  but  your  Grace,  feeling  with  us,  more  than 
merely  for  us,  has  now  provided  houses  in  which  we  find  all  that  we 
ooold  desire  in  every  way  put  within  the  reach  of  our  small  earnings, 
and  we  cannot  let  you  now  depart  without  offering,  from  the  bottom 
of  our  hearts,  our  thanks  for  sympathy  like  this. 

^  We  believe  that  your  Grace's  Tavistock  property  does  not  stand 
alone  in  its  labouring  men  thus  feeling  your  Christian  liberality  and 
care.  We  hear  that  in  other  parts  of  England  you  have  been  first 
and  foremost  in  thus  building  up  comfort  for  the  poor  man's  home. 
If  so,  we  only  trust  the  more  that  your  Grace  will  be  richly  rewarded 
for  works  like  these — rewarded  in  this  world  by  the  cordial  affection 
aad  UDfeigned  respect  of  all  connected  with  you,  and  in  the  world  to 
oome  by  the  blessing  promised  by  God  to  those  who  never  forget  the 
poor. 

*<  We  have  the  honour  to  remain,  with  humble  and  earnest  thanks, 
your  Grace's  obedient  and  dutiful  servants, 

(Signed  by  the  64  tenants.) 
•  To  his  Graee  the  Doke  of  Bedford." 

In  reply  to  the  above,  his  Grace  spoke  to  the  following  effect,  which 
^  the  request  of  the  deputation  he  afterwards  reduced  to  writing,  in 
«rder  that  they, might  show  it  to  their  fellow  tenants  :— 

^  It  has  be^  well  and  truly  said,  that  '  property  has  its  duties  as 
irell  as  its  rights.' 

«<  In  recognising  that  principle  to  its  fullest  extent,  I  consider  the 
^ell  being,  the  moral  and  social  improvement  of  those  who  live  and 
%rork  upon  our  estates,  as  among  the  foremost.  But  if  property  has 
Its  rights  and  its  duties,  it  has  also  its  pleasures  as  well  as  its  cares, 
maad  amongst  the  highest  of  those  pleasures  I  must  ever  rank  the 
«aeftos  a  landlord  possesses  of  improving  the  habitations,  and  thereby 
bettering  the  condition  of  his  fellow-creatures  among  the  labouring 
^laas — the  most  gratifying  reward  he  can  receive  is  in  such  a  testimony 
aa  that  now  presented  to  me.  We  have  all  our  respective  parts 
allotted  to  us  in  this  world,  and  if  I  have  endeavoured  to  fulfil  mine  by 
providing  you  with  better  cottages,  let  it  be  yours  to  prove  yourselves 
worthy  of  them  by  taking^good  care  of  them ;  that  you  value  and 
•pfpreciate  them  is  a  merit  entirely  your  own. 

•*  And  now,  having  made  these  remarks,  I  have  only  to  thank  you  for 
tkit  address,  and  to  offer  you  my  best  wishes,  that  your  present  con- 
tentment may  be  followed  by  a  long  occupation  of  happy  and  healthful 
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homes,  and  by  dependence,  let  me  add,  not  on  me,  but  on  yoar  own 
good  conduct  and  honest  industry,  whether  in  your  labour  or  id  yoor^ 

dwellings." 

To  show  the  great  comforts  which  the  occupiers  of  these  cottages 
must  enjoy  in  having  five  rooms,  with  a  yard,  garden,  pigs'-hooie, 
and  other  conveuiences  adjoining,  when  contrasted  with  their  former 
habitations,  a  tabular  statement  has  been  prepared,  from  which  it 
appears  that  there  were  but  recently  64  families  containing  981 
persons  occupying  about  106  rooms,  or  about  1|  room  to  each  family, 
for  which  the  average  rent  was  about  3/.  I7s,  6d.  a-year;  whereas  in 
the  new  cottages,  which  were  all  completed  in  seven  months,  and  are 
built  in  detached  blocks,  well  supplied  with  water,  and  in  an  open 
situation,  with  abundance  of  ventilation  and  excellent  drainage,  these 
families  have  320  rooms,  or  five  rooms  to  each  family,  for  which  they 
pay  3/.  185.  per  annum,  and  they  have  gardens,  yards,  pigs' -houses, 
and  other  conveniences  attached,  which  in  their  old  habitations  they 
were  in  most  cases  entirely  without. 


AGRICULTURAL  ORPHAN  SCHOOL.  • 

{From  tfic  Gardener's  Chronicle,) 

Our  readers  may  remember  the  statements  made  in  past  volumes  o^ 
this  Journal,  in  reference  to  the  farms  of  Mr.  Batson,  at  Kynaston 
near  Ross,  and  Mr.  Wbitmore,  at  Dudmaston,  near  Bridgenorth- 


where  successful  exertions  have  been  put  forth  to  employ  boys  i      -z 
agriculture  at  wages  equal  to  their  maintenance,  in  exchange  fi^B 
labour  which  should  be  profitable  to  the  farmer.     Now,  an  institution^ 
has  lately  been  established  near  London,  styled  the  Agricoltub 
Orphan   School,  which  seems  to  offer  a  reasonable  prospect 
success  in  the  effort  to  withdraw  from  ruin  in  the  streets  some  of  tlk. 
multitude  of  poor  children  who,  deprived  of  their  parents,  are  expo6>< 
in  this  city  to  all  the  evils  and  temptations  incident  to  poverty.     ^ 
refer  to  the  subject  here  because  such  a  society  seems  peculiar^  Jf 
deserving  of  assistance  and  support*  by  the  benevolence  of  agrie^^'* 
turists.     The  following  passages,  from  the  prospectus  of  the  Socie^3^' 
sufficiently  explain  its  objects : — 

^*  The  early  employment  of  children  in  agriculture,  which  10     ' 
subject  of  complaint  iu  all  rural  schools,  i^,  apart  from  any  details  ^^ 
particular  experiments,  a  proof  of  the  value  of  their  labours.     Tlicy 
labours  commence  earlier  than  the  labours  of  children  engaged  '* 
manufactures;  and,  as  compared  with  the  wages  of  adults,  childr^^ 
employed  in  agriculture  are  higher  paid  than  those  engaged  in  maniv* 
facture.     It  may  then  be  inferred  that  their  labours  are  proportioDftUy 
more  valuable.     In  many  parts  of  England  the  wages  of  children  ^ 
12  years  of  age  amount  to  48.  a  week;  but  in  very  few  places  indeed 
will  the  necessary  maintenance  of  such  a  child  exceed  his  earoiog*' 
We  may  then  assume,  as  a  general  rule,  that  a  child  employed  10 
agriculture,  by  the  labours  of  his  hands  more  than  provides  for  A^* 
own  maintenance.     And  this  conclusion  is  amply  borne  oat  if  ^ 

♦  The  lion,  gecretarj-  is  the  Kev.  W.  Lemon,  Incumbent  of  St.  Buihoioa^h 
C'ripplegate. 
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zamiDe  the  results  of  particular  experiments.  On  Mr.  Batson's 
Eunn>  near  Ross,  we  find  20  boys,  of  ages  varying  from  9  to  14  years, 
•oarded,  lodged,  and  instructed,  and  yet  returning  a  profit  to  their 
mployer.  They  have  been  so  employed  for  nearly  three  years,  and 
be  advantages  to  both  children  and  employer  have  been  yearly 
Dcreaslng.  A  statement  of  these  results  may  be  found  in  the 
Liabourers*  Friend'  for  August,  1848;  and  in  an  interesting  com - 
Buoication  made  to  us  by  Mr.  Batson^  at  the  end  of  another  year,  he 
kales  himself  more  satisfied  with  his  experiment  (if  it  can  now  be 
ailed  so).  '  I  have  at  all  times,'  he  says,  ^  found  the  boys'  work  on 
Qj  farm  to  more  than  realize  my  first  expectations.'  Again,  at  the 
2iiatt  Union-house  school,  near  Bridgenorth,  on  an  area  of  4|  acres, 
he  same  experiment  has  been  tried,  and  with  similar  success ;  15 
K>y8  of  all  ages  under  14,  together  with  the  same  number  of  girls, 
tome  of  whom  are  employed  in  household  and  dairy  work,  under 
udicious  management,  have  by  their  industry  paid  the  rent,  and  pro- 
luced  65/.  nett  per  annum  towards  the  expense  of  their  own  mainte- 
nance. These  two  instances,  one  conducted  by  the  energy  of  an 
individual,  the  other  labouring  under  the  disadvantages  of  a  board  of 
conductors,  might  not  have  been  entitled  to  much  weight,  had  not 
the  results  been  identical  with  the  general  fact  of  the  value  of  boys' 
labour  throughout  the  country. 

**  Nor  is  this  value  confined  to  those  cases  where  they  are  able  to 
attend  on  and  assist  the  adult  labourer;  children  being  found  com- 
petent, with  some  little  assistance  from  men,  to  perform  all  the 
labours  which  usually  devolve  upon  a  farm  servant.  In  some  partial 
experiments  made  a  few  years  since,  the  results  of  which  are  detailed 
by  the  late  Mr.  Duppa,  in  a  paper  published  by  the  Central  Society 
of  Education,  the  returns  from  the  labour  of  children  employed  during 
a  part  of  the  day  in  gardening  was  most  encouraging.  The  late  Mrs. 
Davies  Gilbert,  seeing  the  advantage  to  children  of  such  a  training,' 
and  its  tendency  to  diminish  the  expenses  of  education,  established 
agricultural  schools  on  her  estate  for  the  children  of  her  labourers. 
But  here  all  her  efforts  were  fruitless  through  her  success.  The 
partial  training  of  these  children  in  farming-work  so  greatly  increased 
the  value  of  their  labours  that  the  parents  were  tempted,  by  the  high 
wages  offered,  to  withdraw  their  children  from  school — a  proof  of  the 
enhanced  worth  of  skilled  labour,  and  a  singular  instance  of  failure 
through  success. 

«•  Now  these  facts  sufficiently  prove  the  capacity  of  children ;  and 
yet,  in  the  face  of  these,  next  to  nothing  has  been  done  for  the  des- 
titute children  of  London.  After  long  consideration,  it  has  been 
resolved  to  commence  an  asylum  for  the  poorest  class  of  orphans, 
provision  being  made — 

**  1.  For  the  industrial  training  of  the  children  in  agriculture,  with 
a  view  to  the  diminution  of  the  expenses  of  the  establishment,  and  the 
early  inculcation  of  the  connexion  between  labour  and  maintenance. 

^'  2.  To  avoid  the  system  of  crowding  a  large  number  of  children 
Id  one  building,  but  by  breaking  them  into  small  groups  or  families, 
to  reconstruct,  as  far  as  possible,  the  homes  of  which  they  have  been 
deprived ;  and  thus  to  foster  and  mature  the  domestic  affections, 
which  make  up  so  large  and  important  a  jiart  of  roan's  moral  nature. 
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**  3.  To  provide  for  the  emigration  of  the  orphans,  when  arrived  at 
such  an  age  as  to  be  able  to  maintain  themselves  without  directioD, 
to  British  colonies,  where  they  will  not  be  subjected  to  greater 
spiritual  destitution  than  they  would  have  experienced  in  this  country. 

**  To  enable  the  committee  to  carry  out  this  design,  which  has 
received  the  approbation  and  encouragement  of  the  Bishop  of  London, 
a  sum  of  5000/.  is  required.  When  the  benefit  to  those  children  who 
will  immediately  be  withdrawn  from  ruin  is  considered,  and  that  thus 
a  commencement  will  have  been  made  for  the  maintenance  and  train- 
log  of  all  poor  orphans,  and  their  ultimate  settlement  in  the  worid, 
the  committee  doubt  not  that  those  whom  God  has  blessed  with 
means  will  not  hesitate  to  devote  a  portion  thereof  for  the  education 
of  the  orphans  of  the  poor  of  Christ's  flock." 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 
HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  ON  INVESTMENTS  FOR  THE 
LABOURING  CLASSES. 

ROBERT   A,    SLANBY,    ESQ.,   CHAIRMAN. 

Your  Committee  think  the  importance  of  removing  obstructions  to 
the  secure  investment  of  their  savings,  to  the  middle  and  working 
classes,  can  scarcely  be  overstated ;  because  this  is  a  consideration 
upon  which  the  industry,  enterprise;  and  forethought  of  the  classes  in 
question  greatly  depend. 

Your  Committee  have  proceeded  to  examine  existing  obstacles  to  ^i^.^ 
such  investments,  and  to  consider  how  far  it  may  be  practicable  to  ^^^o 
remove  them,  and  in  what  manner  this  may  be  accomplished. 

Investments  in  land,  or  landed  securities;  your  Committee  haves^ 
reason  to  believe,   are  much  desired  by  the  middle  and  working^ 
classes ;  but  the  uncertainty  and  complexity  of  titles,  and  the  lengticff^ 
and  expense  of  conveyances,  together  with  the  cost  of  stamps,  pla 
this  species   of   investment,    generally,  beyond   the  reach  of  the 
parties.     Mortgages  on  land  are  liable  to  the  same  sort  of  diificultie 
and  often  also  prove  insecure  investments. 

Your  Committee  think  that  the  greatest  benefit  would  be  conferred .£J»  ixei 
both  upon  the  owners  of  land  and  upon  the  smaller  capitalists  desg^gaBri* 
rous  of  purchasing  land  in  small  portions,  or  of  lending  money  i^  lo 

small  amounts  upon  landed  securities,  by  the  simplification  of  titler^^^ef, 
and  the  shortening  of  conveyances;  but  as  the  evils  in  the  presets  s^Jeni 
law  of  real  property  are  under  the  consideration  of  Commissioner  ^^  sen 
appointed  by  her  Majesty  for  that  purpose,  and  as  a  measure  fo^^^  ft* 
diminishing  the  duties  on  stamps  for  small  conveyauces  and  mortgage ':^S<<9^ 
is  now  before  the  house,  they  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter  Inrm^-J^^ 
further  detail  upon  this  subject. 

The  crown  is  empowered  by  Act  of  Parliament,  in  certain  cas^^s^ses, 
by  charter,  to  limit  the  liability  of  partners.  This  power,  howev^r-^^^i 
has  seldom  been  exercised,  does  not  seem  guided  by  any  clear  roF  ^=^"fc> 
and  involves  expense  greater  even  than  that  of  obtaining  an  Act  -^^  of 
Parliament.  Your  Committee  has  in  evidence  that  the  benerolc^  -^^ 
projectors  of  a  useful  undertaking  (the  Metropolitan  Model  Lodgiic^^^* 
houses  for  Workmen)  obtained  a  charter  from  the  crown^  whiofa  ] 
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them  to  great  delay,  and  cost  them  upwards  of  1000/.  In  like  manner 
many  enterprises  for  similar  objects  are  stated  to  have  been  prevented 
by  the  trouble  and  expense  of  such  a  charter. 

Your  Committee  suggest,  therefore,  that  such  charters  should  be 
granted  with  the  greatest  caution,  but  at  a  far  more  reasonable  cost. 

Another  subject  of  complaint  before  your  Committee  has  been  the 
law  of  partnership,  that  places  obstacles  in  the  way  of  any  body  of 
workmen  who  desire  to  combine  their  money  and  labour  in  industrial 
undertakings. 

In  some  cases  several  industrious  men  work  together  under  regu- 
lations of  their  own,  with  a  small  capital;  they  are  directed  by 
managers  whom  they  choose,  the  goods  produced  are  sold  for  their 
common  benefit,  and  the  profits  are  divided  among  the  contributors 
of  capital  and  labour,  in  certain  proportions  agreed  to. 

At  present  the  law  affords  no  effectual  remedy  against  the  fraud  of 
any  one  dishonest  contributor  or  partner :  and  no  summary  mode  of 
eoforcing  the  rules  agreed  to  for  mutual  government. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  difficulties  which  affect 
the  law  of  partnership  operate  with  increased  severity  in  proportion 
to  the  smallness  of  the  sums  subscribed,  and  the  number  of  persons 
included  in  the  association.  They  think  that  any  measures  for  the 
removal  of  these  difficulties  would  be  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the 
middle  and  working  classes,  and  would  tend  to  satisfy  them  that  they 
are  not  excluded  from  fair  competition  by  laws  throwing  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  men  with  small  capitals. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  in  ordinary  cases  individual 
energy  and  larger  capital  will  prevail  against  the  necessarily  inferior 
advantages  which  these  associations  must  possess ;  but  this  is  a  con- 
sideration which  the  parties  desirous  to  associate  are  justified  in 
deciding  for  themselves.  And  the  Committee  do  not  doubt  that 
ultimate  benefit  will  ensue  from  any  measures  which  the  legislature 
may  be  enabled  to  devbe  for  simplifying  the  operation  of  the  law, 
and  unfettering  the  energies  of  trade. 

In  concluding  the  report  which  is  now  submitted  to  the  house,  your 
Committee  cannot  but  express  their  strong  opinion  of  the  pressing 
necessity  of  the  subject  now  referred  to  them  being  speedily  attended 
to  by  the  legislature. 

The  rapid  increase  in  population  and  in  wealth  of  the  middle  and 
industrious  classes  withfn  the  last  half  century,  renders  this  of  great 
importance. 

The  great  change  in  the  social  position  of  multitudes,  from  the 
growth  of  large  towns  and  crowded  districts,  renders  it  more  neces- 
aary  that  corresponding  changes  in  the  law  should  take  place,  both  to 
improve  their  condition  and  contentment,  and  to  give  additional 
fiusilities  to  investments  of  the  capital  which  their  industry  and  enter- 
prise is  constantly  creating  and  augmenting. 

It  is  the  conviction  of  your  Committee  that  if  such  measures  were 
carried  into  effect,  a  stimulus  would  be  given  to  the  industry  of  the 
country,  likely  to  cause  additional  emplovment  and  contentment, 
without  injury  to  any  class,  and  with  added  security  to  the  welfare 
of  aU. 
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INDUSTRIAL  TRAINING  OF  PAUPER  CHILDREN. 

We  feel  a  Bincere  pleasure  in  recommendiDg   to  the  attention  of 
boards  of  guardians  a  consideration  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived, 
alike  to  the  ratepayers  and  to  paupers,  from  a  well-conducted  system 
of  industrial  training  in   connexion  with  the  pauper  schools  of  the 
different  unions  throughout  the  country.    Experience  has  fully  shovo 
the  benefits  resulting  H-om  such  a  system  of  training ;  and,  without 
referring  to  several  other  instance?,  we  would  call  attention  to  the 
case  of  the  Guiltcross  Union,  at  Kenninghall,  in  Norfolk.     A  report 
from  Mr.  Rackham,  the  master  of  the  Guiltcross  Union  Workhouse, 
on  the  subject  of  the  industrial  training  of  children  in  his  union, 
addressed  to  Sir  J.  Wabham,  one  of  the  poor-law  inspectors,  and  to 
Mr.  Bowyer,  one  of  the  go?emment  inspectors  of  schoob,  shows  in 
the  clearest  manner  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  system  of 
training.     From  thb  report,  we  learn  that  of  the  boys  now  in  the 
school,  fourteen  are  upon  an  average  employed  on  the  land,  whibt 
others  (who,  however,  take  their  turn  also  on  the  land)  are  instructed 
in  tailoring  and  shoemaking,  or  are  occupied  in  domestic  duties.    The 
boys  labouring  in  the  field  are  carefully  guarded  from  association  with 
the  men,  whenever  men  are  employed,  and  are  superintended  by  the 
workhouse  master  or  the  schoolmaster.     The  moral  and  industrial 
training  of  the  girls  in  this  workhouse  is  equally   attended  to,  by 
which  means  they   are  qualified   successfully    for  service.     During 
school  hours,  the  boys  and  girls,  despite  the  fastidiousness  which  . 
might  suggest  their  total  and  complete  separation,  meet  in  the  same 
room,   and  form  one  school,  instructed    by   the  schoolmaster  and 
schoolmistress ;  the  former  of  whom  has  charge  of  the  higher,  and 
the  latter  of  the  lower  classes.     This  mixed  organization,  which  ha 
exbted  for  many  years  in  the  Kenninghall  Workhouse  School,  ha 
been  found  to  be  highly  advantageous,  not  only  to  the  progress  o 
the  children's  learning,  but  also  to  the  formation  of  their  minds  ana 
manners.     The  course  of  instruction  to  these  pauper  children, 
addition  to  the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  and  to  reading,  writing,  an^ 
arithmetic,  embraces  geography,  grammar,  and  English  hbtory,  in  ; 
of  which  the  proficiency  of  the  children  is  stated  to  be  above 
average  observable  in  workhouse  schools.     Nor  has  the  result  of  thr^ 
combination  of  moral  and  intellectual  with  industrial  training,  uode 
the  watchful  superintendence  of  the  master  and  matron,  as  well  as  ( 
the  teachers,  disappointed  the  expectations  of  the  guardians,  who,  i 
their  great  credit,  have  always  sought  to  place  the  education  of 
children  in  their  workhouse  on  the  most  effective  basb.    No  difficull 
in  procuring  good  situations  for  children  so  trained  has  been  ev^- 
experienced  ;  and  after  leaving  the  workhouse,  the  children  gener  ' 
have  conducted  themselves  most  satisfactorily — the  instances  to 
contrary,  we  are  happy  to  say,  being  very  rare.     Not  less  than  six 
of  the  boys  and  girls  who  have  been  thus  trained  in  this  workhou^^^*^ 
are  now  earning  their  own  living.     Beyond  this,  however,  the  resi^B  ^^f 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  has  been  most  beneficial  to  the  nfc^  ■^^* 
payers. 
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At.  MiehaelmaSy  1845,  the  guardians  of  this  union,  animated  by 
be  laudable  desire  of  extending  the  means  of  employing  the  boys  in 
he  workhouse  school,  and  of  training  them  to  habits  of  industry, 
trocured  three  acres  of  additional  land  adjoining  the  workhouse, 
rhich  was  at  that  time,  to  all  appearance,  perfectly  useless  for  agri- 
ultural  purposes.  The  hills  and  holes  in  it  were,  however,  levelled 
ij  the  paupers,  the  top  sward  being  carefully  kept  uppermost.  During 
be  last  year,  the  produce  of  this  land  has  been — of  potatoes,  488 
tones;  cabbages,  1365  stones;  carrots,  105  cwts. ;  and  of  other 
egetables  of  different  kinds,  charged  to  the  union,  of  the  value  of 
bout  6/1  The  pork  supplied  to  the  union  had  amounted  to  195  stones, 
he  wheatmeal  to  fifteen  stones;  a  portion  of  the  wheat,  the  produce 
f  the  land,  was  sold  for  9/.  2;. ;  and  the  straw  used  for  beds  was 
alued  at  8/.  5s,  After  the  payment  of  all  expenses  for  manure,  food 
or  pigs,  implements,  rent,  rates,  and  tithes,  there  has  been  a  clear 
profit  for  labour  in  the  first  year  of  60/.  2s.  4^. ;  second  year, 
►1/.  17*.  6d, ;  and  to  Christmas,  1849,  three-quarters  of  a  year, 
\7L  2s.  9d,  Mr.  Uackham,  the  able  and  intelligent  master  of  this 
inion,  states  in  his  report,  that  if  the  guardians  would  consent  to 
Leep  cows,  different  roots  and  vegetables  might  be  grown  to  feed  them 
rith ;  and  these  would  produce  an  increased  quantity  of  manure,  which 
irould  afford  the  means  of  raising  a  larger  amount  of  roots  and  green 
srops,  and  secure  a  more  extended  routine  in  cropping  the  land.  This 
NTOuld  add  to  the  profit  of  the  land  account,  and  give  much  additional 
comfort  to  the  aged  people  and  the  young  children  in  the  workhouse, 
18  a  better  supply  of  milk  and  butter  would  be  obtained  than  can  at 
[>re8€nt  be  had  ;  but  the  immediate  profit  of  cow-keeping  would  be 
but  a  trifling  advantage  compared  with  the  opportunity  that  would 
be  given  of  training  the  female  pauper  children  for  dairymaids,  who 
would  thereby  become  doubly  acceptable  as  farm  servants ;  and  the 
boys,  too,  would  gain  an  acquaintance  with  the  recent  improved  ma- 
nagement of  cows,  which  could  not  fail  to  be  of  service  to  them. 

We  would  earnestly  recommend  this  example  of  the  guardians  of 
•he  Guiltcross  Union  to  the  imitatioq  of  other  boards  of  guardians 
inxious  to  reduce  the  burdens  of  their  local  rates^  and  to  raise  the 
ondition  of  the  pauper  population  in  the  districts  with  which  they 
re  connected. — Daili/  Paper. 
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is  information  respecting  garden  allotments  may  be  generally  useful, 
;  send  the  following  rules  and  remarks,  which  are  the  result  of  much 
ibservation  and  experience.  The  allotments  for  which  these  rules  were 
nore  particularly  drawn  up  have  answered  well,  though  the  land  was  by 
no  means  so  suitable  as  desired,  being  wet,  strong,  and  in  very  bad  con- 
lition,  and  too  far  from  the  dwelling  places  of  the  labourers.  It  was, 
liowever,  well  under-drained,  without  any  charge  to  the  allotment 
tenants.  It  has  been  let  free  of  assessments,  chiefly  in  portions  of  a 
quarter  of  an  acre,  and  at  the  rate  of  40s.  per  acre  oo  an  average, 
but  varying  in  price  accordiog  to  quality  and  situation*    From  being 
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unkind  and  unproductive  land,  it  has  become  moderately  kind  working 
and  very  productive  soil,  producing  two,  three,  or  four  times  as  much 
as  it  used  to  produce  while  in  the  farmers'  hands.  Like  much  land 
of  the  same  kind  in  that  country,  it  used  to  produce  only  two  light 
crops  in  three  years,  being  summer  fallowed  every  third  year.  Now, 
the  best  cultivators  get  one  or  two  good  crops  every  year,  and  all 
might  do  so  if  they  would  sow  all  their  crops  in  rows  and  hoe  them 
repeatedly.  Here  the  tradesmen  have  frequently  proved  to  be  the 
best  cultivators,  probably  in  consequence  of  the  distance  from  the 
habitations  being  less  toilsome  to  them  than  to  the  agricultural 
labourers,  who  too  often  have  to  walk  far  to  and  from  their  work ; 
besides  which,  the  latter  are  more  disposed  to  pursue  the  old  practices 
of  the  farmers,  while  the  tradesmen  try  new  and  better  ways.  The 
farmers  have  very  commonly  been  unfavourable  to  the  allotment 
system;  thinking  that  the  labour  bestowed  on  the  garden  was  so 
much  abstracted  from  his  day's  work.  But  where  the  quantity  has 
not  been  more  than  a  fourth,  a  sixth,  or  an  eighth  of  an  acre,  the 
land  dry  and  light,  and  near  to  the  cottage  of  the  labourer,  whose 
wife  and  children  assisted  in  its  cultivation,  and  the  rent  reasonable, 
the  result  has  almost  invariably  been  satisfactory.  Allotments  have 
greatly  improved  the  moral  character  of  the  labourers,  and  alleviated 
the  parishes.  H, 

RULES   OF   THE  SOCIETY    FOR   AIDING   THE   LABOURING   CLASSES 
IN   THIRSR  AND   ITS   NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

I.  That  a  society  be  now  established  under  the  designation  of  a«i 
<<  Society  for  aiding  the  Labouring  Classes  in  Thirsk  and  its  neigh-  - 
bourhood." 

II.  That  the  principles  on  which  such  society  shall  be  formed  sha 
be  the  following : — 

1.  That  of  encouraging  and  promoting  the  exercise  of  foresight- 


prudence,  and  industry,  in  the  working  classes,  towards  the  mainte —  -^— 
nance  of  themselves  and  their  families  in  comfort  and  respectability. 

2.  That  of  avoiding  any  interruption  of  the  relations  and  responsi 
bilities  which  mutually  belong  to,  or  exist  between,  the  owners  an- 
occupiers  of  property  and  the  working  classes. 

3.  That  of  discouraging  and  avoiding  all  application  of  the  pr 
cecdings  so  as  to  make  them  bear  upon   any  questions  which  maa^^^ 
occupy  the  attention  of  Parliament,  with  a  view  to  legislative  enac      'C* 
ments. 

III.  That,  in  accordance  with  these  principles,  the  objects  of  tlfcn^ 
society  be : —  

1.  To  obtain  allotments  of  land  in  such  townships  in  the  neig  b- 
bourhood  as  it  may  be  practicable,  to  be  let  to  the  working  classes  of 
industrious  habits,  and  to  be  cultivated  solely  by  the  spade. 

2.  To  endeavour  to  increase  the  amount  of  employment  in  t  ■ ^^ 

district,  by  circulating  practical  information  with  reference  to  iijiii  i^''" 
husbandry,  and  other  manual  methods  of  cultivating  the  soil. 

3.  And  to  encourage  amongst  the  poor,  by  other  means,  habits         of 
self-support,  or  dependence  on  their  own  exertions. 

That  local  committees  be  formed  io  any  townships  where  it  n^mMf 
be  practicable,  or  where  no  allotments  of  land  are  already  granted^    to' 
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-^lie  |ioor,  consisting  of  the  clergyman  and  two  or  more  members. 
ITiiat  the  business  of  such  local  committees  shall  be : — 

I.  To  endeavour  to  obtain,  from  the  resident  or  other  landed  pro- 

jprietorsy  a  grant  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  allotments;  but  that 

"Sinless  requested  to  take  the  management  of  such  allotments  by  the 

Sanded  proprietor,  they  do  in  no  case  take  such  management  upon 

^hem  without  the  consent  of  the  general  committee. 

2»  That  such  local  committees  shall  be  the  medium  of  circulating 
information  with  reference  to  spade  husbandry,  or  other  similar 
smeans  of  increasing  employment  in  the  district. 

That  the  committee  of  management  may,  where  any  landed  pro- 
prietors decline  to  grant  any  land  for  allotments,  or  object  to  do  so 
^>n  account  of  the  trouble  occasioned  thereby,  take  any  land  in  such 
'townships  as  may  seem  to  them  desirable,  and  re-let  the  same  to  the 
labouring  classes,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  local  committees. 
That  a  meeting  be  held  annually,  to  audit  the  accounts,  to  elect 
"•be  officers  and  committee  for  the  following  year,  and  to  amend  or 
^orm  rules  for  the  government  of  the  society. 

REGULATIONS   FOR   PIKLD    GARDEN    ALLOTMENTS. 

The  Committee  of  the  Thirsk  Society  submit  the  following  rules, 
as  those  which  may  be  advantageously  adopted.  * 

1.  The  rent  (which  shall  include  repairs  of  fences,  parochial  and 
other  charges),  to  be  paid  by  half-yearly  instalments,  on  the  Monday 
preceding  Lady-day  and  Michaelmas,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening  at- 

2.  No  occupier  to  under-let  his  allotment. 

3.  The  allotment  to  be  cultivated  solely  by  the  spade,  to  be 
sufficiently  manured,  and  to  be  kept  strictly  clear  from  weeds. 

4.  No  occupier  to  trespass  upon  another's  allotment,  and  any 
damage  done  by  the  children  to  the  crops  of  others  to  be  made  good 
by  the  parent. 

5.  If  any  occupier  be  a  drunkard,  or  in  the  practice  of  frequenting 
public  houses,  or  be  quarrelsome,  or  use  profane  language,  and  shall 
persist  in  such  habits  (after  having  been  reproved),  he  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  continue  to  rent  his  allotment  after  the  end  of  the  yean 

6.  If  any  occupier  shall  neglect  his  land,  or  be  proved  guilty  of 
dishonesty,  or  of  any  other  notorious  immorality  or  offience  against 
the  laws,  or  continue  after  admonition  to  work  in  his  allotment  on  a 
Sunday,  or  be  guilty  of  a  wilful  breach  of  any  of  these  rules,  the 
landlord  (or  Committee)  shall  have  full  power,  and  without  any 
legal  process  or  other  formal  proceedings,  to  re-enter  immediately 
and  take  possession  of  the  land,  with  the  crops  growing  thereon. 
The  balance,  if  any  in  favour  of  the  tenant,  being  paid  to  him. 

7.  The  tenants  to  keep  the  path  or  road  adjoining  their  allotments 
in  good  order. 

8.  Any  occupier  shall  be  at  liberty  to  relinquish  his  allotment,  on 
giving  six  weeks'  notice,  and  his  crops  shall  be  valued  to,  and  paid 
for  by  the  new  tenant. 

9.  Any  disputes  that  may  arise  with  any  of  the  occupiers,  respecting 
their  allotments,  to  be  decided  by  the  landlord  (or  Committee),  and 
)m  (or  their)  deciaioQ  to  be  final  and  biadiog. 


Donations  and  Subscriptions,  from  tin  30M  of  June 
to  tlie  ^\st  of  July,  1850. 

*«*  ThoM  suras  to  which  (D.)  is  prefixed  are  Donation's  j  all  others  are  Annoal  Sobtcrii 
HER  MOST  GRACIOUS  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN,  £20. 


10  10 
10  10 


0 


2     0 


S.  G limey,  Esq.,  Lombard-st.  £50 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  John  Riis- 

sell,  M.P.,  additional    (D.)  25 
l\    Pusey,   Esq.,    M.P.,    St. 
.1ames's-pl.,  additional  (D.)  20 

A.  B (D.)  10 

P.  Cazenove,  Esq.  .  .  (D.)  10 
J.  Remington  Mills,  Esq., 
Englefield-green,  per  H. 
Roberts,  Esq.  .  .  .  (D.) 
R.  W.  Grenfell,  Esq.  .  (D.) 
Lady  Daw,  per  Lord  Ashley, 

M.P.  .  ' (D.) 

Col.Lindsay,Grosvenor-8q.(D.) 
Mrs.  Deuison,  Doncaster   .    . 
Most  Hon.  Marquis  Northamp- 
ton      2 

Bt.  Hon.  Earl  Cavan    ...    2 
General    Sir  W.  Tuyle,   per 

Messrs.  Williams  &  Co.  .  2 
Rev.  A.  Onslow,  Fell  Hill  .  2 
R.A.  Townsend,  Esq.,  Doctors' 

Commons 2 

R.  C.  Kidd,  Esq.,  Hyde  Park- 
gate,  Kensington  .... 
Ford  Fenu,  Esq.,  Botolph-ln.    2    2 

F.  W.  Cobb,  Esq..  Margate  .  2  2 
Anonymous  ....  (D.)  2  0 
Seymour    Tremeulieere,  Esq. 

Pall  Mall 3     3 

Lieut.    Col.    Palliser,    Derry 

Lasken  Fethard,  Tip .  .  . 
CoL  Sir  Digby  Mackworth,  Bt. 
Rev.  R.  Tweddell,  Halton  .     . 

G.  Dickin,  Esq.,  Queen-st.  City 
T.  Walford,  Esq.,  Qneen-st.    . 
W.  Lawrence,  Esq.,  Whitehall- 
place  

Rev.  J.  Pembertou,  Clare  .  . 
Rev.  M.M.  Preston,  CheshuDt. 
W.    Middleton,    Esq.    Bury- 

green,  Cheshnnt  .... 
Mra.  Woods,  Fumival's  Inn  . 
Rev.  E.  Auriol,  Mecklenburgh- 

square 1 

W.  Woodrooffe,  Esq.,  New-sq.     1 
11.  Thring,  Esq.,  Old-sq.    .     . 
G.  H.  Nicholson,  Esq.,  Old-sq. 
W.  S.  Portal,  Esq.,  Malshanger, 

Basingstoke 

O.  Pilchcr,  Esq.,  Gt.  George-st. 
Mrs.  W.  Harrington,  Geneva 

Cottages,  Torquay  .  .  , 
General  Eden,  Ham      •     .     . 


0    0 


0    0 


Thomas  Prickett,  Esq.,  Brid- 
lington    £1      :x 

J.  O.  Ostler,  Esq.,  Grantham  .  1      1 

Rev.  T.  Tate,  Edmonton   .    .  1     :i- 

Rev.  II.  Brigge,  Rockingham  •  1     ^ 
Rev.    S.   Lysons,    Henipsted 

Court 13- 

R.  K.  Long,  Esq.,  Dunstan-hill  1     1 
Rev.  E.  W.  Caulfield,   South 

Wrexall 13. 

M.  Foster,  Esq.,  Excise -oflSce  1     X 

T.  F.  Cobb,  Esq.,  Margate     .  1     X 

E.  Colder,  Esq.,  Woburn-pl.  .  1     X 
Dowager      Lady      Hamilton, 

Baker-st 1      3 

C.  Pilgrim,  Esq.,  Bear-place, 

Maidenhead 1     X 

A.  H.  Slade,  Esq.,  Stock  Ex- 
change      1      JL 

F.  Sandoz,  Esq.,  East  India 
House I 


J. 
1 

ir> 


Mrs.  Locock,  Hertford-st  .    .  1 

J.  G.  Barker,  Esq.,  Abbey-hill  0 

Mr.  Swaislaud,  Crayford    .    .  0 

Rev.  Chancellor  Raikes,  jun.  .  0 

Mr.  Pritchard,  Chester  ..     .     .  0  10 
T.  Catchpool,  Esq.,  per  Mr. 

Benham,  Colchester  .     .     .  0  10 

J.  Taylor,  Esq.  jun.,  ditto       .  0  10 
T.    Butler,   Esq.,  Homdean, 

per  W.  Harrison,  Esq.    .    .  0  10 
J.  May,  E8q.,Rom8ey,pcr  Mr. 

Chignell 0  10 

G.  Harker,  Esq.,  Thames-st.  .  0  10 
J.  Hughes,  Esq.,  Newbury,  per 

Mr.  Ashley 0  10 

J.  N.  liibbert,  Esq.  Chalfont 

House,  Berks 0  10 

Rev.  S.  Brown,  Yoxford,  per 

Mrs.  Bird 0  lO 

T.  Price,  Esq.,  Reigate      .     .  0  1(^ 

J.  Foster,  Esq.,  Tottenham    .  0  10 

Mrs.  H.  Wilkinson,  per  ditto.  0  lO 

J.  Young,  Esq.,  Taunton   .     .  0  lO 

S.  Farrow,  Esq.,  ditto    .     . '  .  0  lO 
W.  Hull,  Esq.,  Uxbridge,  per 

Mr.  S.  W.  Burgiss    ...  0  10 
Major    Stewart.     Hillingdon, 

per  ditto      .  * 0  1(^ 

Joseph  Reynolds,  Esq.,  Royal 

Fort,  Bristol 0  1(F 

H.  F.  Fardon,  Esq.,  Brooms- 
grove      0  lO 

T.  Wood,  Esq.,  Craven-st.     .  0  lO 
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0 

0 
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0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
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0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
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Ebbata:   Page  3,  Supplement— P.  Carthew,  Esq., /or  £10  10  read  £21. 

Page  7,  Supplement — R.  A.  Hornby,  Esq.,  instead  of  £7  Don.  and  £5  0t*"^ 

read  £10  Don.  and  £2  Sub. 

Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Savill,  at  his  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  Ptri*^  ^ 
St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  pnblfi^^ 
by  JoHK  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  Comity,  iHitf*  ^ 
Communications  are  to  be  addressed.— Sold  by  Seeley, Fleet  Street;  Niflbetaul^^'^ 
Bemers  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  London. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  AUGUST. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand, 

The  Committee  were  summoned  to  meet  on  Monday,  August 
5th.  Present: — W.  Gregson,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair;  H.  Roberts, 
Emu;  John  Sperling,  Esq. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  dwellings  reported  that  they  had 
received  tenders  for  the  erection  of  the  new  buildings  in  Port- 
pool  Lane,  the  particulars  of  which  were  reported  in  page  131, 
in  the  last  number  of  the  Magazine. 

They  further  reported  that  on  the  certificate  of  Mr.  Roberts, 
the  honorary  architect,  Messrs.  Winsland  and  Holland  were 
entitled  to  a  further  payment,  and  recommended  that  a  check  for 
1500/.  be  drawn  for  the  Streatham-street  family  houses. 

A  copy  of  Mr.  Roberts's  Essay  on  the  Dwellings  of  the 
Labouring  Classes,  translated  into  French,  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Phis  work,  as  noticed  in  the  Magazine  for  August,  has  been 
published  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  Republic ;  and  with  a 
new  to  inform  and  stimulate  the  public  to  the  adoption  of  the 
rarious  improvements  which  have  been  carried  out  in  this  country, 
I  copy  of  the  Essay  is  placed  by  the  French  Government  in  the 
luunds  of  each  Deputy  of  the  National  Assembly,  and  will  be  also 
remitted  to  the  Maires  of  the  several  communes  throughout 
France. 

The  report  of  the  Sub-Committec  of  Finance  was  presented, 
and  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the  minutes. 

Letters  were  read  from  the  Society's  solicitors,  Messrs. 
Bridges  and  Co.,  stating  that  they  had  been  in  communication 
with  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  had  subsequently  received  a  com* 

NO.  LZZVI.  & 
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mmiieation  from  the  Hdme  Office,  stating  that  the  cbftfter  had 
been  returned  to  the  Board  of  Trade  with  a  highly  satis&ctoij 
answer  from  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Greorge  Grey,  Bart. 

The  following  letters  were  reported : — Venerable  Archdeacon 
Berens,  Lord  Kadstock,  Major-General  Sir  Henry  Bunbtny, 
Bart.;  Colonel  Kinlock ;  M.  Bell,  Esq.,  High  Sheriff  of  Kent f 
Rev.  Messrs.  Thos,  Tate,  —  Rigge,  and  S.  Lysons;  T.  Comyn, 
T.  A.  Knoblock,  6.  Scrivens,  R.  Kellett  Long,  John  Waithman,' 
R.  A.  Hornby,  C.  L.  O.  Bartlett,  R.  W.  Grenfell,  S.  Hanson, 
Oswald  Mosley,  J.  D,  Paul,  Esqrs.,  &c.  &c. 


MRS.  CHISHGLM'S  FAMILY  COLONIZATION  LOAN 
SOCIETY.— IMPORTANT  MEETING. 

{From  the  "  Lady*$  Newtpaper,*'  July  20, 1850. ) 

We  have  on  former  occasions  noticed  the  beuevolent  and  iodefatigabU. 
exertions  of  Mrs.  Chisholm  id  carrying  out  her  excellent  syntem^^f 
self-supporting  colonization,  and  we  are  glad  to  find  that  her  laboium 
are  at  length  being  appreciated  by  the  public.     The  meeting  oo 
Tuesday  evening  was  not  only  attended  by  many   of  our  emioiefft 
statesmen  and  patriots,  but,  as  a  distinguished  LAnv  has  taken  thiS 
lead  in  the  movement,  other  philanthropical  ladies  have  nobly  come, 
forward  to  render  their  invaluable  assistance  and  countenauea  to  aa 
undertaking  that  will  be  the  means  of  conferring  lasting  benefits  oa 
thousands  of  our  fellow-creatures.  The  public  meeting  above  refenr^ 
to  of  the  friends  of  emigration  took  place  in  the  evening  at  the  Rojal 
British   Institution,   Cowper-street,    City-road,    for   the   purpose  .pf. 
founding  a  national  and  self-supporting  system  of  colonization  .tA; 
the  Australian  colonies,  and  forming  family  groups  of  emigrants,  t(ff, 
the  maintenance  of  social  and  improving  intercourse,  and  also  ibr 
affording  protection  to  orphan  girls  and  friendless  female  emigrf^U 
during  the  voyage.     The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Harrowby  ^ciw; 
that  it  was  proposed  by  means  of  the  society  to  be  formed,  to  profnotjj, 
a  social  intimacy  amongst  strangers  engaged  in  one  common  cajiM^, 
by  making  parties  acquainted  with  each  other  previous  to  embarkatfon; 
to  afford,  as  far  as  it  was  possible,  protection  to  orphan  girls^  «od. 
friendless  female  emigrants,  and  also  to  enable  members  of  laigB 
families  to  follow  their  relatives  by  means  of  loans  advanced.     Tlpais 
loans  were  to  be  equivalent  in  amount  to  the  sums  subscribed  bythi^ 
members  of  families  to  pay  the  passage  of  their  relatives,  and  wer6,l|%  . 
be   repaid  within  a  period   of  two  years.     It  was   also   intended  t^ 
assist  emigration  by  enabling  working  men  to  pay  weekly  small  ;iiua^ 
until  they  accumulated  capital  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  emigrate* 
Every  six  guineas  contributed  as  a  loan  would  give  a  passage  tq  ott« 
adult.     Each  contributor  to  that  amount  would  have  the  privilege* 
within  one  month  of  subscribing,  of  naming  for  passage  one  emi^rao^ 
of  approved  character.     Mr.  Robert  Lowe,  member  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,   New   South   Wales,    next  addressed   the   meeting,    ttj 
entered  at  some  length  into  the  merits  of  the  system  brought  fortraTtf 
by  Mrs.  Chisholm,  and  spoke  of  that  lady's  untiring  perseveranee  so^ 
energy  in  the  cause,  as  worthy  of  the  admiration  of  all  daiMS.    He 
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bad  rMidMl  sevvn  years  in  Sydne}',  and  could  testify  peraonaUy  U  the 
DaineK>ufl  admntages  the  Australian  colanio«  held  out  to  enterprising 
and  industrious  enoigrants.  Thomas  Lutts,  the  first  oian  who  had 
joined  this  sotsiety,  and  wlio  had  already  paid  20A  towards  the 
expenses  of  emigrating,  made  a  few  observation^  relatire  to  the 
advanlagds  to  be  derived  from  the  present  system.  The  meeting  waa 
alao  addressed  by  Lord  Robert  Grosvenor,  the  Right  Hon.  Sidney 
Herbert,  M.P.^  and  other  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who  severally 
spolie  of  the  advantages  accruing  frokn  the  system. 

Lord  Ashley,  M.P.,  in  allusion  to  letters  read  by  Mr.  Blanchard^ 
mentioned  some  similar  ones  which  he  had  received  from  pupils  ^ent 
out  from  the  ragged  schools.  He  also  publicly  anhounced,  what 
Mrs.  Chisholm  had  already  emphatically  and  conversatiotially  stated, 
that  nine  comtant  young  men  had,  in  their  prosperity,  remembered 
whai  were  cuHomarUy  termed  the  *'  sweethearts^  of  their  adtersity,  and 
were  now  waiting,  anxiotu  to  have  ttie  marriage  rites  solemnised  when- 
eHr  the  society  would  safely  transmit  to  them  the  young  womeh  in 
ajeeetion;  and  he  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  such  schemed  as 
Mrs.  Chisholm*8  could  not  be  organized  or  Carried  but  withoiit 
etpeose.  He  thought  it  but  right  that  those  who  had  wealth  atid 
influence  should  come  forward  and  second  the  efforts  of  those  honour- 
able and  industrious  workpeople  who  had  such  OppoKunlttes  now 
placed  within  their  reach.  With  1300/.  added  to  the  2000/.  already 
collected,  they  should  be  able^  at  an  early  period,  to  set  afloat  the 
tfhittps  there  assembled,  and  to  enable  them  to  settle  themselvM  iti 
the  happy  latid  of  Australia. 

Mr.  F.  Neison  gave  some  statistical  information  as  tC  the  proposed 
procoedings  of  the  society.  The  present  proposition  was  to  sekid  out 
85,000  emigrants,  for  which  purpose  loan§  would  be  required  to  the 
extent  of  50,000/.  The  whole  number  of  25,000  wad  to  be  spread 
oVCr  four  years — 8300  in  the  first  year;  in  the  second,  6000,  in  the 
third,  6500;  and  in  the  fourth,  4200.  The  loans  towards  the 
pAMtge  would  be  repaid  at  or  before  the  expiration  of  two  year^,  and 
th*  groups,  consisting  of  families  and  single  individuals,  would  pay  a 
proportionate  forfeit,  if  any  one  of  the  group  should  prove  a  defkutter. 
The  meeting,  we  may  state  more  in  detail,  was  attended  by  the 
Sari  of  Harrbwby.the  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey,  Lord  Ashley,M.P., 
Ldrd  Robert  Grosvenor,  M.P.,  the  Right  Hon.  Sidney  Herbert,  M.P., 
the  Right  Hon.  Vernon  Smith,  M.P.,  the  Right  Hon.  Stuart  Wortley, 
M.P.,  Robert  Lowe,  Esq.,  Lord  and  Lady  Bruce,  Lord  Lyttelton, 
Rev.  Mr.  Kennaway,  Rev.  Mr.  Bally,  Rev.  Mr.  Queckett,  Dr.  Spark, 
and  many  others. 

The  following  ladies  and  gentlemen  also  attetidcd,  and  subscribed 
the  sums  named : — 

Lady  Pembroke i 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boutcher        .... 

The  Right  Hon.  Vernon  Smith  (2nd  donation) 

John  Brett,  Esq.  (annual)    .... 

Mrs.  Arthur  Onslow  .... 

Lady  Dunmore 

Friends       ••••••• 

k2 


>00 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

63 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 
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0 
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10 

0 
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I 

0 

63 
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0 

6 

6 

0 

1 

0 

0 
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Lady  Wharacliffe 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby         .... 
—  Fowley,  jun.,  Esq.           .... 
Lord  Robert  Grosvenor       .... 
Right  Hon.  Stuart  Wortley 
«-  Houswell,  Esq 

The  subscriptioDH  during  the  evening  amounted  to  about  AOOi^md 
the  meeting  was  one  of  the  largest  ever  held  in  connexion  with 
emigration.  It  was  arranged  entirely  through  the  unwearied  exer- 
tions of  Mrs.  Chisholm. 

In  order  to  give  a  clear  idea  of  this  admirable  society,  we  append 
the  following  particulars : — 

The  immediate  object  of  the  society  is  the  foundation  of  a  nationar 
and  self-supporting  system  of  colonization  to  the  Australian  coloniet: 
the  industrious  classes,  in  the  first  instance,  contributing  half  the 
amount  towards  their  own  passage  ;  the  other  half  to  be  lent  them  In^ 
a  benevolent  public,  as  a  loan,  without  interest;  which  loan  they  will 
have  to  refund  through  the  instrumentality  of  agents  in  the  coloniei, 
at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  or  earlier  if  possible,  in  order  that  it 
may  be  re-leiit  in  like  manner  to  others. 

Family  Groups. — The  object  is  to  form  a  social  intimacy  amongy; 
strangers  engagiug  in  cue  common  cause,  by  making  parties  acquainted 
with  each  other  previously  to  embarkation.  The  groups  will  constat  uf 
families  and  single  individuals,  who  will  bind  themselves  to  pay  a  pro^ 
portionate  share  of  ten  shillings  forfeit  if  any  one  of  the  group  should 
prove  a  defaulter. 

Protection  to  Orphan  Girls  and  Friendless  Females, — The  friend- 
less young  women  will  be  grouped  with,  and  introduced  to  families  at 
the  group  meetings  previous  to  embarking,  and  placed  under  thei^ 
special  guardianship,  and  arrangements  will  be  made  on  the  paasag^ 
to  ensure  mutual  responsibility  for  good  conduct. 

Distribution  of  Families. -- This  may  become  necessary  with  laifi 
families,  when  they  are  unable  to  raise  the  required  sum  for  thUtt 
passage  ;  one,  or  two,  or  more,  of  such  family  first  proceeding  to  tto 
colony,  and  helping  over,  by  their  savings,  the  rest ;  the  society  lend* 
ing,  in  such  cases,  an  equal  sum,  the  agent  there  first  taking  the  seearitr 
of  the  first  arrived,  for  any  loans  made  by  the  society  in  Englaad 
towards  the  passage  of  their  relatives.  The  society  also  will  strena* 
ously  promote  the  reunion  of  families. 

Weekly  and  Monthly  Savings. — This  society  will  be  prepared  to. 
receive  the  savings  of  individuals  who  may  thus  wish  to  raise  tfciB 
necessary  sum  required  for  their  passage. 

Contributions. — Every  six  guineas  contributed  as  a  loan  will  give  a 
passage  to  one  adult.  Each  contributor  to  that  amount  will  have  the 
privilege,  within  one  month  of  subscribing,  of  naming  for  passage  one 
emigrant  of  approved  character.  Twelve  guineas  contributed  will 
give  a  passage  each  successive  year  to  one  adult ;  and  thus  a  conttriuouti 
self-supporting  system  of  emigration  may  be  carried  on  without  draw- 
ing, year  after  year,  upon  the  public;  while  at  the  same  time  rach  a 
system  will  tend  to  raise  instead  of  lowering  the  praisewcnrtlij*  aiNt 
independent  spirit  of  the  industrious  classes. 
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Mr.  Sidney^s  prophecy  has,  we  are  happy  to  perceive,  been  most 
tomplietely  fulfilled.  Some  time  since  he  wrote  as  follows  respecting 
Mrs.  Chlsholm's  Family  Colonization  Loan  Society : — **  There  are 
tliouaands  in  this  country  pining  in  comparative  or  actual  indigence, 
who,  if  removed  to  a  suitable  colony,  would  be  able  to  attain  decent 
independence,  if  not  fortune,  while  conferring,  by  their  industrious 
labour^  inestimable  benefits  on  the  colony  in  which  they  settled. 
X^^v^  M  a  very  considerable  number  of  persons  in  the  various  British 
colonies  anxious  to  defray  the  passage-money  of  relatives  in  this 
country,  but  unable,  for  want  of  trustworthy  agents,  to  eflect  so 
desirable  a  union.  There  are  many  philanthropic  and  toeallhj/  in- 
Oviduals  able  and  vnlling  to  relieve  individual  and  general  distress  by 
prMnoting  emigration,  if  any  plain  practical  plan  for  that  end  were 
prepared  ready  to  their  hands."     May  the  great  good  work  go  on 

AftD  PR08PXR  ! 

ARCHDEACON  BERENS'  LETTERS  ON  HIS  ALLOT- 
MENTS. 

The  first  of  the  following  letters  was  received  from  the  Venerable 
Archdeacon  Berens,  in  1834,  relating  to  some  allotments  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  Labourer's  Friend  Society  had  been  directed,  and  the 
Mcond  is  in  answer  to  a  letter,  recently  addressed  to  him,  inquiring 
Ae  reMult  of  his  experience  as  to  the  working  of  the  allotments  during 
Hit  sixteen  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  first  Report. 

SbriveDbam,  April  lOtb,  1834. 
.SiB)— 'I  am  much  shocked  at  my  seeming  inattention  to  your  obliging 
letter,  requesting  me  to  communicate  the  result  of  my  allotment 
speculation  at  Longcot,  in  my  parish,  a  short  account  of  which  was 
given  by  me  in  the  British  Magazine  for  May,  1832.  It  was  my  full 
intention  to  write  to  you  without  delay,  but  your  letter  was  unfortu- 
QAtely  mislaid.  I  now  beg  leave  to  say,  that,  after  an  experience  of 
nearly  two  years,  I  contemplate  the  results  of  my  experience  with 
ttHmingled  satisfaction.  In  one  instance,  as  you  may  recollect,  I  took 
ten  acres  of  land  from  a  benevolent  nobleman  in  the  parish,  at  the 
fiumer's  rent,  undertaking  to  give  the  farmer,  every  year  that  he  con- 
tinned  on  the  farm,  half  his  rent  as  a  bonus  for  relinquishing  the  land. 
These  ten  acres  I  let  in  portions,  generally  averaging  a  quarter  of  an 
aere.  The  rents  are  paid  on  a  fixed  day  to  my  parish  clerk,  who  pro- 
vides a  moderate  quantity  of  bread  and  cheese  and  beer  in  the  school- 
reom.  The  rents  have  been  most  punctually  and  cheerfully  paid  for 
tyro  years ;  and  I  find  that  when  there  is  any  probability  that  a  portion 
irill  be  relinquished  in  consequence  of  change  of  residence,  or  other 
oanse,  there  is  a  great  competition  for  the  succession. 

in  the  other  instance,  I  took  sixty  acres  of  rather  unpromising  land, 
•f  a  rent  of  80/.  per  annum.  Some  of  this  is  meadow  land,  which  I 
let  in  rather  larger  allotments  than  the  portion  of  it  which  is  arable. 
The  allotments  of  the  latter  description,  perhaps,  average  two  acres, 
aiid  are  generally  let  to  men  not  very  likely  to  have  become  absolute 
paupers.  This  speculation  also  has  given  great  satisfaction,  and 
appears  to  do  well  in  every  respect.    The  land  is  in  general  culti- 
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vf^ied  wUh  muob  judgnient;  the  occupiers  feel  great  intcffsl  i<  it ; 
anU  I  eertainly  thiak  ^at  the  applications  |o  the  ovf rpeer  for  wk 
have  been  copsiderably  less  frequent  and  presiipg  than  Xhej  ' 
formerly.     ]n  the  oeigbbouring  pariah  of  Ureat  C9i(weU>  th^  ( 
fioial  results  of  similar  ineasu^es  have  beeo,  if  poasible,  still 
decided.    With  n^any  apologies  for  my  very  culpable  dilaloriiiMfi» 
I  have  the  bouour  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  lervapts 

EowAno  Bimufi,^ 

J.  Wood,  £ft„  Secietar/  tq  the  Lsbour^'s  Frien4  Soaicly. 


Shrivenhav,  Ju)j  31,  ISOa 
Dbab  Sir, — I  feel  much  gratified  and  flattered  that  yeuhave  thought 
my  slight  communication  worthy  of  attention.  The  faToarabh 
impression  which  I  then  entertained  of  the  allotment  system  baiy 
since  that  time,  been  increased  rather  than  diminished.  In  addiUot 
to  the  ten  acres  which  I  obtained  for  the  poor  of  Longcot,  I  subse- 
quently becapne  tenant  to  the  same  kind  landlord  for  aboul  tl)§  WM 
quantity  of  land  in  the  adjoining  hamlet  of  Fernham.  In  both 
instances,  the  system  appears  to  have  worked  remarkably  well,  and  to 
have  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  poor.  The  knowledge  that  tbe  had 
is  to  be  forfeited  upon  any  conviction  of  having  violated  the  laws  of  t|ia 
land,  has  been  attended,  I  think,  with  very  salutary  moral  effeeta« 

The  rent  of  the  sixty  acres  which  I  mentioned,  was,  upon  the  tsnri* 
nation  of  the  seven  years'  lease,  raised  to  lOU/.  by  the  ppoprtator*  AV 
tbe  under-tenants,  however,  seemed  perfectly  williag  te  paj  the 
increased  rent  without  c^  murmur  I  might  say  without  a  remark.  In 
this  case,  I  have  had  a  few — but  a  very  few — bad  debts.  The  agri- 
cultural management  of  the  several  portions  varies,  of  course^  cot- 
siderably ;  but  I  think  that  the  land  is  well  tilled  upon  the  whole. 
I  remain,  dear  sir,  your  faithful  servant, 

Edward  Bkbuns. 

Longcot  and  Fernham  have  now  become  a  separate  parish,  (ia  (bl 
gift  of  the  chancellor,)  with  a  population  of  about  700.  My  aDfll* 
ments,  however,  have  not  been  affected  by  the  change.  The  p(fHM 
incumbent  of  Longcot  is  liev.  Edward  A.  F.  Harenc. 


MISS  MARTINEAU  ON  COW-KEEPING. 

Thb  following  letter,  addressed  to  the  Master  of  the  Guiltcroaa  W<|fk« 
house,  by  Miss  Martineau,  describes  the  result  of  a  plan  of  cultlvaikia 
and  cow-keeping  originally  suggested  to  her  by  him,  by  meaaa  ^ 
which  she  has  been  enabled  to  maintain  two  cows  on  about  %^  mpQ 
and  a  quarter  of  land  : — 

-  Ambleside.  Jam  $t|«  laM. 
**  My  dear  Sir, — I  am  happy  to  furt^ish  the  account  jou  with  |fr. 
Sowyer  to  have  of  my  small  attempt  at  farming,  I  should  hifm 
desired  to  defer  it  for  a  year  or  two,  if  it  had  l^eu  Mr,  Bowf6f'| 
object  or  mine  to  ascertain  what  is  the  pecuniary  profit  oir  loaa  of  oow- 
keeping  on  my  plan,  for  this  plan  has  beep  in  fuU  qp^n^tioA  liMll  - 
tnore  than  half  a  year    But|  as  I  understand,  Mr.  Bow]fcr'a  o^fol  IK 


tfi  illt^liQtW.  a  certain  amount  of  labour,  waiting  for  emplojinent,  etn 
^,be9t  maide  available ;  aqd^  on  roy  par^  my  scheme  i&  owing  to  the 
pfM)i^Uarity  of  the  district  in  which- 1  live.  What  1  want  to  gain  is 
ij^^pecmniary  profit,  but  oomfort,  while,  at  the  same  time,  I  cannot 
a|jbcd.to  loi^  by  my  experiment.  There  are  months  in  the  year  (and 
•saQtiy  .t^e. months  when  my  friends  come  to  see  me)  when  I  cannot 
ba  surjB  oC  being  able,  to  buy  enough  of  meat,  milk,  and  cream,  and 
vag^talUiQS  for;  my  table ;  and  the  vegetables,  and  milk,  and  cream, 
can  rarely  be  had  good  at  any  season  of  the  year.  If,  without  loss, 
I  oan  provide  myself  with  hams  and  bacon,  fowls  and  eggs,  vegetables 
(eipept  winter  potatoes),  butter  and  cream,  I  shall  be  amply  satisfied^ 
as  far  as  considerations  of  the  purse  go.  A  much  higher  considera- 
tlqik  i^  that  if  F  can  make  my  plan  succeed*  it  provides  fat  the  main- 
liMiniBe  of  two  honest  people  who  might  otherwise  have  had  so  proa- 
ptel  butof  the  workhouse  in  their  old  i^e,  and  in  all  seasons  of 
pMMUiie  meanwhile. 

'^My  land  amounts  in  the  whole  to  less  than  two  acres  and  a 
^toarter;  and»  of  this,  part  is  mere  rock,  and  a  good  deal  is  occujned 
WjA  the  house  and  terrace,  the  drive,  and  some  planted  portions.  A 
yeJiUi'anda  half  ago,  a  little  more  than  an  acre  of  it,  in  grass,  was  let 
■§ak''4l.  10^.  a-year,  to  a  tenant  who  kept  a  cow  upon  it  This  tenant 
mlvar  took  the  slightest  care  of  the  pasture,  and  it  became  so  lumpy 
and  Ibul  as  to  be  an  eyesore  from  the  house.     I  paid  more  than  six 

SIS  a-year  to  an  occasional  gardener,  who  could  not  even  keep 
\  neat  in  the  time  he  gave  to  it,  much  less  render  my  ground 
ctive.  If  I  wanted  a  ham,  I  had  sometimes  to  pay  II.  for  % 
and  for  eggs  I  paid  duriug  three  months  of  the  year  Id.  a-piece.  I 
Mv^ar  saw  cream  worthy  of  the  name ;  and  had  to  get  butter  frotn  a 
distance.  In  the  midst  of  this  state  dT  things,  it  occurred  to  me  that 
it  might  be  worth  trying  whether  my  land  would  not  produce  snob 
aoBifort  as  I  wanted,  without  increased  expense. 

<«  Having  satisfied  myself  that  it  was  worth  a  trial,  I  wrote  to  you 
aat  tequire  whether  your  union  would  despat^  hither  a  labourer 
iskottk  you  could  recommend.  Besides  that  we  are  vnderhanded  la 
tluadistrict;  I  knew  that  my  neighbours  would  laugh  at  me  for  pitH 
jposing  to  keep  a  oow  and  pig  on  my  own  land,  when  the  rule  of  the 
district  is,  that  it  takes  three  acres  to  keep  a  cow,  and  when  it  is 
the  custom  for  one  man  to  undertake  the  charge  of  as  many  acres  of 
land  as  you  please,  and  my  neighbours  did  laugh  for  a  time.  They 
VM  that  I  was  paying  at  the  rate  of  &d.  a  quart  for  milk  ;  they  asked 
haw  I  could  possibly  find  employment  for  a  man  on  two  acres  of 
fBOHpd;  they  charged  me  first  with  cruelty  to  my  cows,  in  not  letting 
lhm:range  on  the  fell,  and  then  of  fatting  tbem.  Some,  however, 
saw  the  importance  of  the  experiment  in  the  way  of  example,  and 
hvraaneouraged  me  throughout  I  do  not  yet  affirm  that  the  expert-* 
laanl,  will  aaswor  i  but  I  believe  that  it  will ;  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
^enpfort  of  uiy  little  household  ia  prodigiouhly  increased  by  it  I  do 
HMt  fiorget  liow  our  success  mainly  depends  on  the  choice  you  made  of 
fb'Cmo-servant  for  me.  He  is  a  man  of  extraordinary  industry^  and 
devemess,  as  well  as  rigid  honesty.  His  ambition  is  roused ;  for  Imp 
kaMwa  that  tha  auocesa  of  tha  axpeiiiaent  mainly  depanda  a»  MmrtHtr 
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He  is  living  in  comfort,  and  laying  by  a  little  money,  and  he  looks  ao 
happy  that  it  vould  truly  grieve  me  to  have  to  give  up;  though-I 
have  no  doubt  that  he  would  immediately  find  work  at  good  wages  ia 
the  neighbourhood.  His  wife  and  he  had  saved  enough  to  pay  ibcir- 
journey  hither  out  of  Norfolk.  I  give  him  I2s,  a-week  all  the  year 
round.  His  wife  earns  something  by  occasionally  helping  in  the 
bouse,  by  assisting  in  my  washing,  and  by  taking  in  washing  when 
she  can  get  it.  I  allow  her  the  use  of  my  wash-house,  copper,  ha*f 
on  condition  that  the  copper  is  kept  clean  for  the  boiling  of  the  cow» 
food  in  winter.  1  built  them  an  excellent  cottage  of  the  stone  of  the 
district,  for  which  they  pay  Is.  ikl,  per  week.  They  know  that 
they  could  not  get  such  another  off  the  premises  for  5L  a-year. 

'<  Besides  the  cottage  and  wash-house,  I  had  to  build  a  cow-housCf 
pig* house  (for  it  is  not  a  sty),  a  poultry-yard,  and  hay-house.  1  con« 
sider  these  under.tbe  head  of  investment,  not  expenditure.  I  could  let 
Ihem,  with  the  land,  at  any  time,  if  I  chose  to  give  up  cow-keeping. 

*'In  planning  the  turning-up  of  my  ground  for  spade  cultivation,  I 
went  on  the  supposition  of  keeping  only  one  cow ;  and  for  sevea 
i<lonths  we  kept  only  one.  But  1  considered  the  inconvenience  of 
the  cow  being  dry  for  three  months  out  of  the  twelve  ;  and  that  there 
was  room  in  the  stable  for  a  second,  and  little  more  trouble  in  keep 
ing  two  than  one  ;  and  a  pretty  certain  market  among  my  neighbom:^ 
for  whatever  butter  and  milk  I  might  have  to  sell.  So  I  bought  a 
'spring  calver'  as  companion  to  the  'autumn  calver,'  and  we  find 
that  we  very  nearly  maintain  them  both  on  little  more  than  three*' 
quarters  of  an  acre  of  grass,  and  less  than  half  an  acre  of^gardem 
The  second  cow  pays  her  way  by  her  manure  and  milk.  4 

"  Our  first  consideration  was  the  manure.  It  is  as  true  with  re)^ 
tion  to  our  small  concerns  as  to  our  greater,  that  *  the  more  manure  the 
ittore  green  crops ;  the  more  green  crops,  the  more  stock ;  the  more 
stock,  the  more  manure.'  There  are  two  tanks,  well  flagged  and 
cemented,  well  closed,  so  that  not  a  drop  can  ooze  out.  One  is  con* 
nected  with  the  house,  and  the  other  with  the  cottage  and  cowhouaSi 
rlfceiving  all  their  drainage  of  every  kind.  A  barrel  on  wheels 
stands  at  the  back-door  to  receive  all  the  slops,  soap-suds,  cabbage- 
water,  &c.,  and  this  liquid  manure  is  wheeled  away,  and  applied 
where  it  is  wanted.  There  is  a  compost  pit  at  the  back  of  the 
kitchen -garden  ;  and  a  compost  heap  behind  some  young  trees  at  the 
bqttora  of  the  field.  What  with  the  clippings,  and  weedings,  aad 
sweepings,  and  nothing  being  wasted,  the  pit  being  kept  clean,  a«i 
the  cow-bouse  swept  out  twice  a-day,  we  have  abundance  of  manme- 
(without  buying  any  whatever),  which  accounts  for  the  abundanee  oC 
our  crops  thus  far.  One  instance  of  my  servant's  passion  forecooooiy 
amused  me  so  much  that  it  seems  worth  telling  you.  Early  one  moming, 
returning  from  my  walk,  I  looked  in  upon  the  pig,  jnst  when  his  breeft> 
fast  was  approaching  in  another  direction.  I  said  to  Robert,  >  I  think* 
piggy  looks  very  well,  only  that  he  wants  a  washing.'  '  Ye)?,  ma'aohf 
said  Robert,  '  that  will  be  to-morrow.  To-morrow  is  wasbing-dey^ 
and  the  suds  will  wash  the  pig  first,  and  then  be  as  good,  and  better, 
for  manure;  and  then  the  soap  serves  three  times  oven' 

^*  Oor  ayailaUe  ground  is^-of  pastunsi  three  roods  tweotyoe^t 


and  of  tilled  ground,  one  rood  fifteen  perches.  There  are 
1>etide8  abooi  twenty-six  perches  of  grass  in  the  little  plantation, 
d^bard,  and  slope,  which  yield  some  fresh  grass  when  mo^ed  in 
sattmer.  I  shall  torn  up  a  little  more  ground  this  spring  in  order  to 
provide  completely  for  the  maintenance  of  two  cows,  though  I  cannot 
eaoroach  much  more  on  the  grass,  on  account  of  the  views  from  the 
i^indows.  But  for  this,  we  should  give  our  cows  no  grass  or  hay, 
*whi^h  are  the  most  expensive  kinds  of  food.  Our  soil  is  good, 
neither  very  rich  nor  very  light ;  laying  at  varying  depths  upon  lime- 
stotie.  Much  of  our  newly-dug  portion  was  full  of  stones.  Our 
Btoighboura  advised  us  to  cover  them  up  again,  but  we  judged  dif- 
ferently. I  thought  we  might  as  well  make  drains  of  the  new  path- 
ways we  must  have,  so,  by  deep-digging,  we  obtained  drains,  and 
the  large  stones  were  thus  disposed  of.  Some  more  were  carted  out 
to'  mend  the  roads,  and  when  my  servant  was  in  despair  at  there 
being  yet  more,  it  occurred  to  him  to  dig  out  good  earth  from  corners 
of  the  plantation,  and  supply  its  place  with  stones.  He  actually  dug 
pits  breast-deep  for  this  purpose. 

'  *^  His  digging  for  crops  was  not  less  than  two  spits  deep,  dug 
straight  down,  and  the  whole  was  richly  manured.  The  ground 
being  ready,  our  method  is  this : — 

-  **  In  August,  we  sow  cabbage  seed,  and  by  the  end  of  September 
we  begin  to  set  out  the  young  plants,  about  400  per  week,  for  six 
wtseks,  to  secure  a  succession.  We  set  them  in  rows,  the  plants 
being  eighteen  inches  ap«rt,  and  the  rows  a  yard  apart.  In  March 
and  April  we  sow  Swedes  and  beets  in  alternate  rows  between  the 
rows  of  cabbages.  By  the  time  we  are  beginning  to  cut  the  cab- 
bages, the  turnips  and  beets  are  past  the  danger  of  the  fly,  and  may 
be  thinned — the  removal  of  the  cabbages  letting  in  air  and  sunshine. 
We  also  keep  a  portion  of  ground  for  Belgian  carrots,  which  afford 
exodlent  cow  food.  We  succeeded  less  with  these  this  year  than 
with  our  other  crops,  from  their  not  being  sufficiently  thinned.  But 
we  had  twenty-five  stone  of  them,  and  four  or  five  carrots  per  day 
were  very  acceptable  to  the  cows.  By  the  end  of  March  the  cows 
can  get  a  bite  in  the  pasture,  and  the  mowings  of  the  grass  in  the 
cvehard,  kc,  are  brought  to  them  fresh.  While  the  pasture  is  shut 
up^for  hay,  the  cabbages  begin  to  ripen.  They  weigh  from  4  lbs.  to 
IS^Ibs.,  and  each  cow  eats  about  eighteen  per  day.  This  is  their  food 
firoiii  June  to  November,  with  such  grazing  as  they  get  after  our 
bay*making,  and  a  handful  or  two  per  day  of  Indian  meal,  scalded 
aiid  given  with  their  grass.  The  pasture  having  been  well  manured 
in  the  winter,  and  wonderfully  retrieved  by  good  care,  yielded  more 
than  a  ton  and  a  half  of  the  finest  hay.  This  year,  I  think,  I  shall 
try!  for  a  second  crop,  as  we  have  abundance  of  manure.  But  last 
year  I  had  half  the  pasture  hurdled  off,  and  the  cows  let  out  for 
sdme  time  every  fine  day  to  graze,  the  one  half  for  one  fortnight,  and 
the  other  the  next  By  the  time  the  grass  and  the  cabbages  were 
done,  we  had  laid  in  less  than  we  hope  to  produce  this  year,  but  a 
fair  amount  of  crops.  For  the  cows  one  and  a  half-ton  of  hay,  twenty* 
five  stone  of  Belgian  carrots,  and  at  least  ten  cwt.  of  Swedes  and  beet. 
ff  We  laid  ool  too  much  of  our  ground  for  houseboldveg^tables, 
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havipg  htd  a  surplus  after  tha  foUowiQg  supply :— Fine  greco 
from  iba  12tb  of  Juue  till  tba  middle  of  September — pea 
radU^ei^  spinach,  iuroipa  and  earrota,  and  ouioiis,  enoug h  for  the 
whole  winter-<«five  or  six  stone  of  early  potatoes,  vegetable  moROU^ 
a  few  cucumbers,  abundance  of  cauUflow^ra,  broocoJ^  and  oabfaAgUi 
and  plenty  of  rhubarb  and  gooseberries.  A  strawberry  bed  ia  laid 
out,  too,  and  we  are  to  have  plenty  of  apples  and  pears,  and  obtrriMb 
and  damsons,  hereafter.  We  used  enough  green  vegetaUes  iiti% 
family  of  five  persons  for  the  whole  summer  and  autumn. 

The  average  yield  of  the  cows  is  about  ten  quarts  per  day  eeeWn 
t«  e,,  about  four  pounds  of  butter  per  week.  The  skimmed  milk  if 
eagerly  bought,  being  as  good  as  I  used  to  buy  for  new  milk.  Tin 
butter-milk  improves  our  bread  and  cakes  very  much,  and  the  pi| 
has  what  we  do  not  use.  The  cowa  give  sixteen  quarts  per  daiy  te 
some  time  after  calving,  and  are  dry  for  about  three  months  b^eiti 
One  cow  calved  in  October,  and  we  sold  the  calf  (a  cow  calf )  for  I 
guinea  at  the  end  of  a  fortnighL  The  same  cow  is  to  calvo  again  h 
September,  and  the  other  in  May,  and  thus  a  continued  supply  if 
milk  is  provided  for.  Wo  kill  two  pigs  in  a  year>  and  selling  half 
each  time,  get  our  hams,  and  as  much  bacon  as  we  want  for  little  or 
nothing.  What  we  have  to  buy  is  three  barrels  of  Indian  meal  in  • 
year  (at  an  average  of  I6s.  each),  some  of  which  we  use  ourselTes  for 
puddings  and  cakes,  and  which  goes  far  towardf  feeding  tbo  fowiat 
a  few  trusses  of  wheat-straw  after  harvest  (when  it  is  chei^eat)  lO 
chop  and  mix  with  the  cows'  boiled  turnip-food  in  winter,  a  Dm 
pennyworths  of  grains  per  week,  and  two  or  three  loada  of  tum^pi 
after  Midsummer,  and  perhaps  a  little  (but  a  very  little)  h^y^  At  I 
consider  that  the  cows  maintain  the  man,  this  expenditurt  il  iB 
that  I  have  to  make  in  return  for  our  large  supply  of  vegolabtab 
pork,  bacon,  and  hams,  eggs,  and  a  few  fowls,  our  gardenii^  ami 
the  keeping  of  the  whole  ground,  in  high  order ;  and,  mortofVb 
through  the  good«nature  of  my  excellent  servant,  our  window* 
cleaning  and  coal-shiftiog.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  befff  le 
mention  his  other  proofs  of  seal  and  kindness*  Hia  sister  ia  Wf 
maid,  and  she  has  care  of  the  plate.  In  the  short  days,  or  in  Cfl^qii* 
sively  bad  weather,  he  comes  up  and  offers  to  clean  the  plate^  wUA 
is,  in  consequence,  better  kept  than  it  ever  was  before.  Again,  tki 
tenant  of  the  next  field  besought  me  to  take  possession  of  the  ftn^ 
(by  permission  of  the  owner),  as  it  was  a  great  expense  and  trovMl 
to  him.  I  long  refused,  though  the  hedge  was  very  ugly,  witk  eighl 
hideous  pollards  and  eternal  rows  of  wet  linen  hung  on  from  iha 
the  other  side.  At  last  my  servant  begged  me  to  uke  the  h6dg% 
saying  that  he  would  grub  and  fell  the  whole,  and  that,  if  the  wood 
did  not  pay  me  for  a  new  fence,  the  gain  in  land  wouJid.  I  put  up  a 
cross  pole  fence,  which  is  highly  ornamentaL  My  neighbour  aad  I 
gained  each  ten  square  yards  of  ground ;  I  am  safe  from^  aheep  aad 
trespassers,  and  I  have  wood  enough  for  about  two  years'  ooasomptioi, 
besides  pea-sticks  and  poles  as  many  as  we  want.  The  new  fence  ooil 
9(.  and  a  few  shillings.  The  purpose  of  setting  forth  this  man's  merittb 
is  to  be  fair ;  for  I  am  aware  how  essentially  the  sucoesa  ^t  mir  expert* 
ment  depends  on  the  quality  of  the  servant  vb«  h«^  W  "vvk  i\  ^vt 
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UMHk  twSoe  i^^day,  (tqd  it  U  white wftibed  twio?  a  yeoxt  Th^  oowt 
«r«ii  rubbed  dowD  daiiy,  andf  k^pt  nlmoit  Aft  d«ek  ^  bpni^.  Qolh  iMr« 
ot>w  in  much  finer  condition  than  irhi^Q  thev  capoe,  Th«y  w«ril 
rather  reflileia  for  a  fair  week9  after  firal  coming  from  th«  f^il ;  but  they 
ieem  now  perfi^otly  tapiiyt  &nd  when  out  in  the  field,  they  return  to 
the  stable  of  their  own  accord  to  avoid  rain$»  heati  or  fliea«  Their 
fo6d  in  winter  is  each  a  stone  of  turnips  three  times  a-day ;  the 
turnips  being  shred,  and  boiled  with  chopped  wheat  straw,  a  little 
hnyi  a  handful  of  ^ajt,  and  a  double  handful  of  Indian  mea|>  or  some- 
what mere  of  bran.  They  may  have,  besides,  to  amuse  themseWes 
with,  a  few  raw  turnips,  and  two  or  three  handf^la  of  hay  per  day. 

«« I  think  I  have  pqw  given  you  as  particular  an  account  aa  you 
ftQUld  desire.  If,  however,  J  have  omitted  auythiq|;  that  you  want 
tn  know,  pray  question  m^  freely, 

•«  I  aw^i  dear  Sir>  truly  yoursi 


.  ALLOTMENTS  AT  GLEN  USKE,  CAERLEON. 

(raOSf  SIR  DIGBY  MACKWORTH,  BART,) 

Glen  Uske,  Caerieon,  Aa^st  4, 185a 
8Nb,'— As  an  i^nnual  sub^prlb^r  to  jour  society^  from  which  I  have 
received  many  u^^fVil  hinta  in  endeavouring  tQ  promote  the  welfare  of 
iisy  poorer  neighbour?*  I  takf  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a  plain  and 
^mple  account  of  the  mode  in  which  the  allotmeui  system  has  h^en 
.^ried  out  in  the  ancient  town  of  Caerleon*  and  the  effects  whiob 
'$/t^Vfi  to  have  resulted  from  it. 

f  The  pecuniary  principle  on  wbiqh  the  scheme  is  haaed^  is  that  tbi^ 
l^Bdqwner  should  neither  gain  nor  lose  bv  it.  The  rules  drawn  up 
fov  the  allotment  tenants,  and  whiqh  will  ne  forwarded*  if  requested) 
f^re  few  and  simple,  were  thoroughly  approved  by  them  at  a  meeting 
of  all  parties,  and  signed  by  all. 

The  piece  of  land  selected  did  not  ei^ceed  two  acres*  doso  to  tha 
j^n,  and  of  the  very  best  quality,  and  is  divided  among  forty 
Q^oupi^nts,  It  was  fenced  and  drained  bv  the  landlord  \  the  titbe«» 
rites,  and  taxes  are  paid  by  him ;  and  tlie  whole  estpeus^  dividcid 
ktaong  the  tenants,  and  added  to  their  rents.  The  average  rent  of 
j^ch  piece,  including  rates  and  expepses  as  above,  ia  6|t.  CU^, ;  i\k^ 
ipialleat  being  4^^  Id.,  the  largest  6s.  I  lif. 

;  The  oeeupants  pledge  themselves  to  pay  their  several  rents  annually 
to  the  bailiff,  at  the  same  hour  on  ^very  Candlemas-day^  so  tliat  there 
lliould  be  no  trouble  whatever  given  in  collecting  them*  They 
jkfpt  their  word  last  Candlemas,  and  there  is  little  doubt  tb^y  wiU 
iQOiittnue  to  do  so,  A  widow  with  a  large  family  was  alone  deficient, 
and  the  other  tenants  made  it  up  for  her  of  their  own  accord ;  her 
liasband  had  died  during  the  tenancy* 

The  gardens  have  produced  very  largcily  i  forty  families  are  sup« 
itied  with  cheap  vegetables ;  every  inch  is  cultivated ;  the  teoauta 
■peak  gratefully  of  the  advantages  conferred  upon  them  i  and  th«r« 
is  a  sensible  diminution  of  visits  to  the  beer-shop. 
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There  is  nothing  peculiar  in  connexion  with  the  schemey  but 
perhaps  some  other  landlords  may  be  tempted  to  adopt  it,  when  tliey 
find  it  can  be  done  with  no  loss  or  trouble,  and  yet  that  it  i*  a  ttH 
practical  boon  to  their  neighbours. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

DiGBY  Mackworth,  Lieut.-CoL 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Labonrei^s  Friend  Society. 


COLMANSTOWN  MODEL  FARM,  COUNTY  GALWAYt 

THE    PROPERTY   OF   THE   SOCIETY    OF   FRIENDS. 

A  CORRESPONDENT  of  the  Irish  Farmers*  Gazette  wnies  thus: — ^••I 
have  taken  occasion  to  observe  and  examine,  with  as  much  cnriosi^ 
as  pleasure  and  satiHfaction,  the  working  of  the  Quakers  in  this  centra^ 
poverty-stricken  district,  which  has  been  taken  under  lease  from  Mr. 
O'Reilly,  of  Louth,  and,  on  inquiry,  understand  it  to  be  600  acres,  at 
sixteen  shillings  per  acre,  as  well  as  I  can  estimate ;  five-eighths  of 
vliich  is  of  the  lowest  class  land,  comprising  chiefly  deep  bog,  moor- 
land, cut-away  bog,  and  low,  marshy  bottom  ;  two-eighths  sand-hilb, 
reclaimable  bog,  having  ample  limestone  gravel ;  and  one-eighth  being 
tolerably  good  land ;  the  entire  producing  an  undulating  surface,  wim 
retentive  subsoil,  and  limestone  gravel  and  springs.  Thorongh* 
draining  has  been  carried  out  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  as  immedi- 
ately effective  as  extensive,  by  the  Society's  experienced  and  intelli- 
gent steward,  under  the  direction  and  superintendence  of  Dr.  Bewlejft 
thereby  giving  employment  to  the  people,  who  would  have  perished 
in  hundreds  if  it  were  not  that  the  humane  Friends  have  so  timeij 
come  to  the  rescue  of  the  famishing  people,  as  they  have  manifested 
heretofore,  with  purity  of  intent,  and  without  show.  Meantime,  this 
charitable  working,  keeping  all  hands  employed  at  various  pursuits, 
and  paid  regularly  every  Saturday,  makes  them  appear  cheerful  and 
comparatively  happy  now,  when  contrasted  with  their  hungry  and 
destitute  position  and  aspect  when  I  last  passed  here  in  May,  1849. 
Withal,  the  general  agricultural  business,  &c.,  is  being  carried  on  with 
order,  regularity,  and  system,  by  the  immediate  superintendent,  Mr. 
James  Stewart.  The  land  is  now  under  various  crops  to  a  great  extent, 
a  large  portion  of  which  at  all  times  has  been  flooded  winter  and  summer; 
and  from  the  immediate  effect  of  thorough  draining  has  been  brought  to 
a  state  of  fertility  and  of  produce  cheering  to  contemplate — as  it  were, 
forming  a  new  productive  surface  on  an  old  wild  vacuum.  The  drain- 
age is  executed  by  task-work  on  a  regular  scale.  The  entire  farm  has 
been  almost  a  waste  for  a  series  of  years,  and  is  now  enclosed,  divided^ 
and  subdivided  with  walls  and  quick  fences,  with  suitable  iron  gstdl 
and  piers  to  each  division,  good  roads  made  and  in  progress.  The 
grass  land  is  stocked  with  cattle  for  stall-feeding,  &c.,  the  ensuing 
season.  A  respectable  residence  is  in  progress  of  building,  in  a  stiit- 
able  position,  for  Dr.  Bewley,  which,  when  finished,  will  be  pretty, 
compact,  and  convenient ;  with  an  extensive  farm-yard,  which  win 
have  the  advantage  of  a  water  power  for  the  working  of  a  cori!  aM 
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thr^sbiog  mill,.  &c.  .  The  .offices  are  very  good,  but  tba  arrangeinent 
I  da  not,  in  gome  instances,  ajiprove  of  for  cattle-feediog,  &o.  The 
general  crops  this  year,  which  occupy  a  surface  of  about  200  aores^ 
three-fourths  of  which  have  been  drained,  constitute  oats,  potatoes, 
wheat,  rye,  beans,  carrots,  turnips,  mangel  wurzel,  rape,  and  vetches, 
all  of  which  collectively  look  well ;  but  I  must  particularly  remark  a 
field  of  wheat  about  twelve  acres,  and  also  one  of  beans,  which  are  the 
best  I  have  seen  in  Ireland.  Planting  has  been  done  here  (ornamental 
and  forest),  some  on  upland,  but  principally  in  bog,  and  doing  well. 
I  consider,  from  the  steady,  systematic  way  in  which  the  Colmanstown 
model  farm  has  progressed  for  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  months,  since 
their  occupancy,  great  good  has  been  done,  and  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever of  its  ultimately  paying  the  Quakers,  though,  in  my  opinion,  they 
pay  rent  nearly  double  its  original  value.** 


ALLOTMENTS  AT  SUTTON-IN-ASHFIELD. 

Dbar  Sir, — In  this  parish  the  Duke  of  Portland  has  given  up  a 
qiiantity  of  land  to  be  let  out  in  allotments  for  gardens  of  400  yards 
each,  at  three  shillings  per  annum.  The  good  that  has  been  effected 
by  this  measure  is  incalculable.  From  being  one  of  the  most 
notorious  parishes  in  the  county,  the  surrounding  neighbourhood 
acknowledge  the  improvement.  To  one  like  yourself,  who  is  so  con- 
rersant  with  the  advantages  of  the  system  of  garden  allotments,  it 
need  scarcely  be  said  that  I  add  my  testimony  in  their  praise ;  but 
the  careful  manner  in  which  the  gardens  are  cultivated,  and  the 
great  anxiety  manifested  by  all  parties  to  obtain  and  retain  one,  fully 
proves  the  value  set  upon  them  by  the  working  classes.  The  number 
of  tenants  is  nearly  500,  embracing  the  heads  of  about  half  the  fami- 
lies in  the  parish  of  between  five  and  six  thousand  inhabitants. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  rules  just  adopted,  this  Lady-day,  for  our 
^rden  tenants,  and  remain,  dear  sir,  your's  faithfully, 

Wm.  Brooke  Stevens.. 

J.  Wood,  Eiq. 


SMALL  FARM  AND  AGRICULTURAL  SCHOOLS. 

In  the  Fanners'  Herald  of  January,  1844,  I  wrote  the  following 
account  of  the  management  adopted  upon  a  small  farm  in  this  county, 
upon  the  principle  of  green  crops  and  grasses,  without  any  grain.  It 
is  occupied  as  a  small  agricultural  school,  and  is  situated  in  the  towji- 
Mp  of  Orrel,  near  Wigan;  and  in  the  occupation  of  the  Rev.  John 
Holgate.  Since  this  was  written  it  has  changed  ownership  once  or 
twice,  during  which  transitions  it  has  been  for  a  few  years  rather 
neglected,  owing  to  insecurity.  It  is  now,  however,  under  sufiicient 
security  of  tenure,  and  the  same  principles  of  cultivation  are  adopted. 
I  insert  it,  not  only  as  an  example  of  superior  management,  but  also 
as  showing  in  what  manner  the  rising  generation  of  small  farmers  and 
aKricultural  labourers  maybe  instructed  in  the  rudiments  of  »  plain 
adncation,  combined  with  a  knowledge  of  their' calling  in*  life.     Tht 
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finrm  eontaiDA  seven  Blfttote  acres,  incloding  the  Bitet  of  bviidingi^ 
jftfds,  &o«    The  land  U  light,  and  wat  a  few  years  ago  very  poor,  and  H 
noi  of  the  beat  description  of  light  boiIb.  i  n  these  seven  acres  there  wcic^ 
twelve  months  since,  a  coalpit  and  a  road  qnite  across  the  farm ;  theii 
are  now  quite  done  away  with,  and  their  sites,  by  very  Considerable 
labour,  made  into  cultivable  land,  so  that  the  whole  farm  will  be  under 
full  cultivation  next  year.   The  following  is  the  amount  of  produce  thia 
year: — Five  short-horned  milch  cows  have  been  kept  through  th% 
summer.     On  the  14th  of  this  month  there  were  on  the  premises  dx 
tons  of  hay,  seven  tons  of  mangel-wurzel,  and  eighteen  tons  of  Swedish 
turnips.     This  produce  will  keep  the  same  cows  well  till  Jane  lit 
next  year,  as  it  will  afibrd  each  cow  the  following  weight  of  food  each 
day — 15  lbs.  of  hay,  18  lbs.  of  beet,  and  47  lbs.  of  turnips;  total^ 
80  lbs.  each.     There  are  also  several  cwt.  of  prime  onions  whieh 
will  go  to  the  market,  and,  in  the  course  of  the  season,  there  hai 
been  15/.  worth  of  early  and  late  potatoes  sold  off  the  land,  and  thto 
family  of  the  master  supplied  with  vegetables  the  whole  year.     Tbi 
cows  are  kept  the  year  through  in  the  stall  or  yard :  in  the  summer 
with  Italian  rye-grass  and  a  little  clover  amongst  it ;  and  in  ths 
winter  on  hay  and  roots.    1st,  root  crops ;  2nd,  grass,  sown  after  Hit 
root  crops ;  *drd  year,  grass.  Of  course  the  land  will  be  ultf matclv  inhi 
year  in  roots  and  two  In  grass.     No  grain  is  cultivated.     Th6  6ttM- 
vation  adopted  is  as  follows : — In  the  winter)  the  second  yeai^s  grSM 
is  pared  off.    This  is  trenched  under,  and  the  bottom  of  every  trentt 
is  loosened  by  a  fork,  so  that  about  eighteen  Inches  of  soil  and  snbsdl 
is  stirred.     In  the  spring  a  part  is  planted  with  early  potatoes,  a  pitli 
with  late  potatoes,  and  the  rest  sown  with  beet  and  Swedish  turdM; 
When  the  early  potatoes  are  cleared  off  the  land,  by  about  the  midiHk, 
of  July,  It  is  sown  with  Italian  rye-grass,  and  is  cut  once  the  sane 
autumn.     This  part  can  be  cut  four  times  the  year  following,  dA 
twice  or  three  times  the  second  year.     The  land  which  grows  UM 
late  potatoes,  turnips,  &c.,  is  sown  with  Italian  r}  e-grass  in  the  sprfog 
following  (March),  and  is  cut  twice  that  y«ar,  and  occasionally  thrii 
times.     Dung  is  applied  to  the  root- crops  in  drills,  as  they  are  culti- 
vated by  that  method,  and  kept  clean  by  the  hoe  and  the  spade.  The 
liquid  manure  is  applied  to  the  second  year's  grass.     The  labour  is  all 
performed  by  hand,  with  the  boys  of  the  school,  except  a  few  pai^ 
ticular  jobs,  which  are  done  by  men.     The  master  of  the  scbbd 
assists  at  the  labour,  and  has  all  the  management  of  the  land  and  tks 
school;   the  boys,  whether  in  trenching,  delving,  or  hoeing,  havibf 
each  their  lot  to  work  upon,  so  that  an  idle  boy  is  soon  deteoML 
Parents  and  guardians  of  boys  in  this  school  are  expected  to  eotdir 
them  for  eighteen  monthst  on  the  condition  of  the  following  rules  ^^ 
1.  The  boys  are  to  be  in  the  school  three  hours  each  day  during  sfaK 
days  of  the  week,  and  three  hours  at  work  on  the  land.     2.  In  the 
school  they  are  to  be  taught  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,   Bngllsh 
grammar,  and  geography ;  and,  in  addition  to  scriptural  instruotioDf 
Uiey  will  be  taught  the  best  methods  of  cultivating  land.     d»  Duriog 
the  first  three  months  the  boys  receive  their  instruction  as  a  rema* 
aeration  for  their  work ;  the  second  three  months  they  are  to  receive 
M.  perwftek  in  addition  to  their  instrttotioni  and  an  advanotoffli 
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ptt  week  at  the  begiDniiig  of  each  succeeding  three  months.  4.  Any 
boy  being  absent  from  ibe  school,  without  permission  from  the  master^ 
•IkiU  for  each  half  day  forfeit  !</.»  to  be  deducted  from  his  wages.^^ 
JMkweWi  Agrieukure  of  Lancashire. 


WILLESDEN  ALLOTMENT  ASSOCIATION. 

Tbb  third  annual  meeting  and  rent  supper  of  the  above  association 
were  held  at  the  National  School  Room,  Willesden,  on  Tuesday 
eyeoing,  the  20th  of  August^ — the  Rev,  James  Balfour  in  the  chair. 
The  tenants  (about  forty  in  number)  assembled  at  seven  o'clock,  to- 
gether with  the  committee,  and  several  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of 
Uie  neighbourhood. 

The  supper,  which  was  provided  by  the  committee,  consisted  of 
roast  and  boiled  legs  of  mutton,  with  various  kinds  of  vegetables  and 
plum*puddings,  and  about  three  pints  of  beer  each. 

After  supper,  Mr.  Balfour  proposed  the  health  of  her  Majesty,  Prince 
Albert,  ami  the  rest  of  the  royal  family,  and  then  gave  a  most  affec- 
tionate address  to  the  tenants,  expressing  the  great  pleasure  he  felt  in 
Sleeting  them  on  this  interesting  occasion,  and  hoped  such  a  meetjng 
would  be  held  annually  for  many  years  to  come,  and  he  would  venture 
to  layi  if  the  tenants  went  on  cultivating  their  little  holdings,  and  con- 
dnctlng  themselves  as  they  had  hitherto  done,  the  committee  would,  on 
their  part,  feel  much  pleasure  in  giving  them  every  encouragement ; 
and  he  was  happy  to  inform  them,  that  in  addition  to  the  allotments,  he 
hoped  before  long  that  some  arrangement  would  be  made  to  provide 
them  with  much  better  cottages  than  many  of  them  now  occupied. 
Having  made  these  few  remarks  on  their  temporal  welfare,  he  wa^ 
aoxioua  not  to  lose  the  opportunity  of  speaking  a  few  words  to  them 
respecting  their  spiritual  welfare,  and  that  of  their  families,  and  in  doing 
•0|,]ia  begged  to  remark,  he  was  only  following  out  the  rules  under  which 
the  allotments  were  let,  which,  require  the  occupier^  to  send  their 
ehildren  to  school,  and  attend  divine  service  regularly  themselves, — 
hot,  as  their  minister,  it  became  more  particularly  his  duty  to  urge 
upon  them  the  observance  of  those  rules,  and  to  express  his  hope  that 
they  would  send  their  children  to  school,  and  that  he  should  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  them,  as  parents,  diligent  in  their  attendance  on  the 
puUie  worship  of  God. 

Several  other  gentlemen  addressed  the  tenants  during  the  evening^ 
on  the  propriety  of  endeavouring  to  raise  other  substantial  crops  on 
their  land  besides  potatoes,  which  again  are  likely  to  be  a  partial 
failure.  The  <<  hollow-crown  parsnips  '*  was  strongly  recommended 
by  Mr.  Wright  for  this  purpose. 

The  subjects  of  savings-banks  and  clothing-clubs  were  also  intro- 
daoed  during  the  evening,  to  all  of  which  the  tenants  paid  great 
atttntion,  and  on  their  health  and  prosperity  being  proposed,  one  of 
them  stood  up,  and  in  the  most  sincere  and  hearty  manner  thanked  the 
eoiyimittee  and  subscribers  for  all  their  favours,  describing  the  supper 
as  a  splendid  entertainment,  and  the  association  as  one  of  the  best 
which  was  ever  established  for  the  benefit  of  the  labouring  man ; 
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and  he  trusted  the  future  conduct  of  the  tenants  would  be  aaeh  ai 
would  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  committee. 

The  health  of  the  honorary  secretary,  W.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  and 
family,  to  whose  kindness  the  society  is  much  indebted,  was  pro- 
posed and  responded  to ; — after  which  (about  ten  o'clock)  the  niieet- 
ing  separated. 

The  funds  are  in  a  flourishing  state,  and  as  a  further  proof  of  tbe 
prosperity  of  the  society,  the  committee  are  anxious  to  obtain  land 
for  allotment  gardens  in  other  parts  of  the  parish. 


DoTuUians  and  Subscriptions^  from  the  Z\st  cfJuly 
to  the  Z\st  of  August,  1850. 


2     2     0 


%*  Thote  samB  to  which  (D.)  is  prefixed 
T.  Twining,  Esq.,  jun.,  Penryn 

House,  Twickenham    (D.)£50 
O.  Vacher,  Esq.,  Parliament- 
street      (D.)  10 

F.  L.  WoUaston,  Esq.,  Pump- 
court,  Temple 5 

J.  S.  Orton,  Esq.  .  .  (D.)  ^ 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Vise.  Airord,M.P.  2 
J.  0.  Harris,  Esq.,  Forest-rise, 

Walthamstow 

A.  L.  Wollaston,  Esq.,  Cam- 
den-hill,  Craubrooke  .     .    . 
Hon.  W.  Cowpcr,  M.P.      .     . 
J.  A.  Lanfnidge,  Esq.,  Tyne- 
mouth,  Kortli  Shields     .     . 

F.  H.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Wim 
pole-street 1 

Messrs.  J.  and  W.  Drnmmond, 
Croydon 1 

Protheroe  Smith,  Esq.,  M.D., 
Park-lane 1 

Miss  Harrison,  Weston,  near 
Sheffield 1 

Miss  Glover,  Doughty-street  .    1 

G.  S.  Forbes,  Esq.,  Ham  .  .  I 
Robert  R.  A.  Hawkins,  Esq., 

Old-square 1 

Chas.  Reed,  Esq.,  Sussex-sq., 

Brighton 1 

J.  M.  Moleneux,  Esq.,  Loosley- 

park,  Guildford  ....  1 
Dr.  Quin,  Mount-street      .    .     1 


0    0 


0    0 


1    1  0 

1    1  0 


are  Donations;  all  others  are  Annual  Sobseripliai. 
Rev.  T.  W.   Franklyn,   Tnn- 

hridge  Wells     .     .     .  (D.)  £1    1   0 
R.  D.  Grainger,  Esq.,  Hornsey- 

lane 110 

J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  Richmond,  Surrey  10  0 
E.B.Laiirenoe,  Esq.,  Pall  mall  110 
H.  Methold,  Esq.,  Kilverstone, 

near  Thetford  . 
Rev.  E.  Pemberton,  Belchamp, 

St.  Paul,  Halsted 
Mrs.  Hooper,  Amwell  House, 

Ware 1    I  0 

H.Woodfall,Esq.,Dean*8.yard  1  1  0 
S.    Hodgkinson,     Esq.,     Old 

Quebec-street 0  10   0 

Gordon  Forbes,  Esq.,  Ham  .  0  10  0 
Rev.  G.  M.  Nelson,  per  Mr. 

Rusher,  Banbury  .... 
E.  Cobb,  Es:).,  per  do.  .  .  . 
Rev.  B.  Goodrich,  Great  Saling, 

per  Mr.  Jocelync  . 
Friends  at  Braintree,  per  do. 


110  1 
1     0  I 
1    0 
1     0 


1     0 


1     0 


0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 


J.  S.  Orton,  Esq.      .     .    .    .  0  10  0 

A  Mite (D.)  0  10  0 

Miss  Bedwell,  Clapham-rise    .  0  10  0 
W.  Doubleday,  Esq.,  Cogges- 

hall 0  10  0 

R.  Levett,  Esq.,  Copford,  near 

Colchester,  per  do.     .     .    .  0  10  0 

Friends,  per  do 0  19  0 

Rev.  J .  B .  Cobham,  Coronation- 
terrace,  Tlft«combe     .    .    .  0  10  0 


Per  Mr.  H  Martin,  Agent. 
SirE.Filmer,  Bart.,  M.P.      .     f)     0     0 
Sir  John  Croft,  Bart.     ...     1     1     0 

Rev.  E.  Moore 110 

J.  Mercer,  Esq 0  10    0 


A.  Randell,  Esq 0  10 

C.  G.  Whittaker,  Esq.   ...  0  10 

W.  Gladdish,  Esq 0  10 

C.  Rosher,  Esq 0  10 

J.  Saddington,  Esq 0  10 


Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Savill,  at  his  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  PariiM' 
St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  pabliiki|J 
by  John  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  whflitw 
Communications  are  to  be  addressed. — Sold  by  Seeley, Fleet  Street;  Nisbetai'^ 
Btraen  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Stnuid,  I^ndon, 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  iMONTH  OF  SEPTEMBER. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand. 

In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  and  the 
principal  Members  of  the  Committee,  from  town,  the  usual 
monthly  meeting  was  not  held. 

The  Model  Buildings,  the  Streatham-street  Houses,  and  the 
three  lodging-houses  for  single  men,  are  all  fully  occupied,  and 
the  tenants  conduct  themselves  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

SYDENHAM  FRIENDLY  ASSOCIATION. 
The  Sixteenth  Annual  Meeting  and  Rent-supper  of  the  tenants  of 
allotments  connected  with  the  above  association,  was  held  on  Tuesday, 
the  17th  of  September  last,  at  the  National  School  Room,  Mayor  W. 
Adams,  Esq.,  the  treasurer,  in  the  chair. 

Forty-two  out  of  the  forty-five  tenants  attended,  and  partook  of  a 
•obstantial  entertainment  of  roast-beef,  mutton,  vegetables,  and  plum- 
puddings,  with  an  allowance  of  beer ;  the  remaining  three,  though 
unable  to  attend  in  person,  paid  their  rents,  and  were  represented  by 
some  member  of  their  family. 

After  the  loyal  toasts  of  Church  and  Queen,  fourteen  prizes,  from 
10#.  to  2s.  6d.,  were  distributed  to  the  successful  competitors,  by  the 
clergyman,  the  Rev.  Charles  English,  for  the  best  cultivated  allot- 
ments, and  also  for  the  finest  vegetables  grown  upon  their  ground — 
an  exhibition  of  which  last  took  place  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day, 
and  it  was  visited  by  many  of  the  ladies  of  the  parish,  interested  in 
tbe  success  of  the  Institution. 

The  evening  passed  off  with  much  gratification  to  all  present. 
Some  excellent  speeches  were  made  by  the  visitors,  and  towards  the 
close  of  the  evening  one  of  the  tenants  returned  thanks,  in  his  own 
name,  and  in  the  name  of  the  rest  of  the  tenants,  for  the  agreeable 
hours  they  had  spent,  expressing  himself  with  great  propriety  on 
the  kindness  of  the  rich  in  taking  so  lively  an  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  labouring  class,  and  the  benefits  which  must  accrue  to  both  by 
such  interchange  of  kindly  offices  as  the  present.  About  a  quarter 
past  ten  the  party  separated. 

The  allotments  are  connected  with  a  branch  of  the  County  of  Kent 
Friendly  Society,  which  embraces  all  the  usual  objects  of  Assurance 
— viz.,  sickness  fund,  annuity  for  old  age,  endowments  for  children. 
It  is,  however,  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  this  part  of  the  Association 
does  not  meet  virith  so  much  approval  by  the  labouring  class,  as 
might  be  hoped  and  expected  in  so  large  and  increasing  a  district 
as  Sydenham. 

KO.  LZZVII.  L 
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ON  HOLLOW  BRICK-WORK;  AND  ITS  VARIOUS 
APPLICATIONS. 
The  importance  of  Hollow  Brickwork,  in  a  sanatory  as  veil  at  in 
economical   point  of  view,  with  reference  to  the  dwellings  of  thi 
labouring  classes,  induces  us  to  insert  the  following  paper;  and  w 
havc  the  (satisfaction  to  state,  that  in  the  new  Cottages  building  a^ 
7'uNbridgc  Wells,  and  also  in  some  parts  of  the  Thanksgiving  Build 
jngs  in  Portpool-lano,  specimens  of  the  Patent  Bonded  Hollow  Bricks 
work  will  be  exhibited,  free  of  any  charge  for  Royalty. 

On  Hollow  Brickworky  and  ils  Formation^  with  a  Longitudinal  Boni 
for  which  a  Patent  has  been  granted  to  Henry  Roberts^    "" 
F.S.A.y  Honor  an/  Architect- to  the  Society  for  Improving 
(Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes, 

The  greatest  advantages  derivable  from  the  use  of  hollow  bricl< 
arc*  dryness  and  warmth,  as  well  as  economy  of  construction — ca 
siderations  which  recommend  them,  as  a  preventive  of  the  evils 
coHHtantly  experienced,  in  houses  of  slight  construction,  from  dan 
ncss  admitted  through  the  external  walls. 

I'or  agricultural  buildings,  and  for  inclosure,  park,  or  fence  wa^'B  lii, 
they  are  ])articularly  adapted,  as  well  as  for  the  ordinary  dwelling^K-     4f 
Vie  In/Mmring  classes,  for  schools,  and  for  houses  generally  of  modet^^&te 
height,  and  with  the  usual  weight  of  roofs  and  floors,  rendering  inter*  K»«i 
battening  unnecessary 

Whin  used  for  partitions,  or  for  roof  and  floor  arches,  they  arefl  »"«- 
proof,  deaden  sound  more  rflectually,  and  are  considerably  ligti&^r 
than  Noiid  brickwork.  As  a  lining  to  stone  or  flint  walls,  they  supc*'* 
mde  the  necessity  for  battening,  and  the  consequent  risk  of  fire  and 
dry  rot  is  avoided.     For  cottage  floors  they  are  also  well  adapted. 

'J'he  various  forms  of  hollow  bricks  proposed,  prior  to  that  whicr  h 
huN  been  i)atented,  are  all,  particularly  in  reference  to  external  wM  ^ 
more  or  W»h  liable  to  the  objection,  that  they  either  will  not  proper^  ^ 
liontl  together,  and  form  a  substantial  wall,  or  else  that,  in  coDie::^" 
ijuenet?  of  tli(!  headers  and  the  vertical  joints  passing  through  th 
wall,  a  medium  is  aflbrded  for  the  transmission  of  damp  from  th 
iktf'rior  to  tlie  interior.  ^^^m 

My  the  form  adopted  in  the  patent  hollow  brickwork,  a  perfect  bond '^^ 
running  longitudinally  through  the  centre  of  the  wall  is  secured,  al»-  i 
heiiderH  and  vertical  joints  passing  through  it  are  avoided ;  internal"  ^^ 
an  uell  an  external  strength  is  obtained;  and  every  facility  given  fof^^ 
I  III-  lixing  of  Moor- plates,  and  other  timbers;  whilst,  by  the  parallel-^^ 
liiuf^iliidinal  cavities,  ample  security  for  dryness  is  aflbrded,  and  great^^^ 
fjieiliiy  |ireH«'nle»l  for  ventilation,  as  well  as  for  the  conveyance  o(^  "^ 
itililieiid  lii-at,  and  for  the  transmission  of  bell- wires,  pipes,  &'c. 

The  annexed  elevation  and  section  show  a  wall  nine  inches  thick ;^^ 
the  huiiie  prineiple,  with  some  variation  in  the  form  of  the  internal 
III  iekrt,  will  apply  to  any  thickness  of  wall.  sectiov. 


1      1      1 

1       1       1      1 

1      1      1 

.Qfr.,. 


The  dimensions  of  I  ho  bricks  being  unlimited,  a  size  has  been  chosen 
which  riHluces  by  about  one-third  the  number  of  joints,  and  givei 
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greater  boldness  than  that  of  ordinary  brickwork,  more  resembling 
stone  in  effect — twelve  inches  in  length,  including  the  joints,  three 
courses  rise  one  foot  in  height ;  a  size  equally  convenient  for  the 
workmen  in  the  manufacture,  and  in  the  use  of  the  bricks — whibt 
less  liable  to  damage  in  moving  than  bricks  of  larger  size,  their  form 
admits  of  ready  handling  and  stowage  for  transport. 

When  passing  through  the  machine,  or  in  the  process  of  drying, 
any  number  may  be  readily  splayed  at  the  ends  for  gables,  or  marked 
for  closures,  and  broken  off  as  required  in  use ;  or  they  may  be  per- 
forated  for  the  purpose  of  ventilation.  If  nicked  with  a  sharp-pointed 
hammer,  they  will  break  off  at  any  desired  line;  and  the  angles  may 
be  taken  off  with  a  trowel  as  readily  as  those  of  a  common  brick. 

Nine  patent  hollow  bricks  of  the  size  before  described  will  do  as 
much  walling  as  sixteen  ordinary  bricks,  whilst  the  weight  of  the 
former  but  little  exceeds  that  of  the  latter,  an  important  consideration 
in  reference  to  carriage,  as  well  as  the  labour  in  using. 

The  bricks  for  the  quoins  and  jambs  may  be  made  either  solid  or 
perforated ;  and  with  perpendicular  holes,either  circular,  square,  or 
octagonal,  those  in  the  quoins  may  be  so  arranged  as  to  serve  for 
ventilating  shafts.  Stone  will  be  found  equally  applicable  for  the 
quoins  and  jambs,  where  it  is  preferred. 

Hollow  bricks  may  be  made,  with  any  good  tile  machine,  in  the 
tame  manner  as  ordinary  draining  pipes,  and  at  about  the  same  cost 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  clay  contained  in  them.  They  are 
more  compressed,  require  less  drying,  and  with  much  less  fuel  are 
better  burned  than  ordinary  bricl^,  even  when  waste  heat,  or  that 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  kiln,  only  is  used. 

The  saving  in  brickwork  effected  by  the  use  of  the  patent  bricks, 
when  made  at  a  fair  price,  will  be  at  least  from  25  to  SO  per  cent,  on 
their  cost,  with  a  reduction  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  quantity  of  mortar, 
and  a  similar  saving  on  the  labour,  when  done  by  accustomed  work- 
men. The  process  of  drying  is  much  more  rapid  than  in  common 
brickwork,  and  the  smoothness  of  the  internal  surface  of  walls  built 
with  the  patent  bonded  bricks  renders  plastering,  in  many  instances, 
quite  unnecessary,  whereby  a  further  saving  is  effected  not  only  in 
the  first  cost,  but  also  in  the  subsejguent  maintenance. 

Mr.  Clayton,  of  the  Atlas  Works,  Upper  Park-place,  Dorset-square, 
18  authorized  to  supply  dies  for  making,  under  license,  the  Patent 
Bonded  Hollow  Bricks,  by  his  own  Patent  Brick  and  Tile  Machine,  to 
which  the  prize  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  was  awarded  at  the 
Exeter  Meeting  for  1850,  or  by  the  machine  of  any  other  maker. 

Comparative  Statement,  showing  the  relative  prices  per  1000  at  which 
Patent  Bonded  Hollow  Bricks  and  Common  Bricks  may  he  used 
in  Brichworhy  so  as  to  give  the  same  cost  per  rod  for  bricks. 


Patent.  *  Common. 

s.  d.  s,     d. 

20  0  ...  11     3 

21  0  ...  11   10 

22  0  ...  12     4 

23  0  ...  12  11 

24  0  ...  13     0 

25  0  ...  U     1 


Patent.  Common. 

s.  d,  5.  d, 

2G  0  ...  U  7§ 

27  0  ...  15  2 

27  0  ...  15  6 

2«  0  ...  15  9 

29  0  ...  16  4 

30  0  ...  10  104 


Patent.  Common. 

5.  (/.  5.  d, 

32  0  ...  18  0 

34  0  ...  19  1^ 

30  0  ...  20  3 

40  0  ...  22  0 

42  0  ...  23  7§ 

45  0  ...  25  4 


The  above  table  shows  that  if  patent  hollow  bricks  cost  25*.  per 
1000,  and  common  bricks  cost  20s.  per  1000,  a  saving  is  effected  by 
the  use  of  the  former  equal  to  5*.  lid,  per  1000,  on  the  cost  of 
common  bricks,  or  at  the  rate  of  about  30  per  cent. 
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THE  BANWELL  TESTIMONIAL  TO  THE  REVEREND 
CHANCELLOR  LAW. 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  complying  with  the  request  of  the  BanweU 
Committee,  by  giving  insertion  to  such  a  pleasing  instance  of  the 
gratitude  of  allotment  tenants. 

Srptember  23rd,  I860. 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir, — I  am  this  day  requested  to  undertake  a  dutj 
most  agreeable  to  myself;  and  the  only  subject  of  regret  I  feel,  is 
that  it  has  not  devolved  on  others  more  competent  to  do  justice  to  it. 

The  task  imposed  upon  me  is,   however,  much  lightened,   when  I 
consider  that  the  object  \vc  have  In  view  speaks  for  itself,  and  requires 
no  words  of  human  eloquence  to  recommend  it.     I  have  little  more  to 
do  than  to  place  in  your  hands  this  small  token  which  I  hold,  and  of 
which  I  have  to  request  your  acceptance,  as  a  graetful  tribute  of 
sincere  though  humble  friends,   who  have   not  only  long  witnessed 
your  constant  liberality,  with  the  liveliest  feelings  of  respect  and  re- 
gard, but  have  themselves  largely  participated  in  it.     It  has  been 
subscribed   for   by  nearly  200   of  your    Field   Garden    Allotment 
Tenants,  in  this  parish  alone,  at  whose  express  desire  I  have  been  fixed 
on  to  present  it  to  you  this  day.     And  though   it   may   be  small  in 
intrinsic  value,  it  will  not  be  to  you,  or  to  your  family,  less  valuable  in 
reality  ;  for  it  is  that,  sir,  which  mere  wealth  or  station  alone  can  never 
purchase — an  evidence  of  the  gratitude  and  attachment  of  the  trades- 
men, mechanics,' and  labourers  of  Banwell ;  and  it  is  intended  to  con- 
vey to  you  their  heartfelt  sense  of  the  invariable  kindness  which  hu 
distinguished,  on  all  occasions,  your  conduct  to  them. 

It  is  now  upwards  of  twenty  years  since  your  benevolent  pareni» 
our  late  venerated  bishop,  empowered  me  to  further  the  great  obj&ci 
he  had  in   view,  of  ameliorating  the   condition  of  the   agriculttia  f«^ 
labourer,  throughout  his  diocese,  by  allotting  to  each  family  a  quav^-U^ 
of  an  acre  of  field  garden  in  the  most  convenient  position  of  his  ^   "tIO* 
perty,  for  the  purposes  intended.     It  is  needless  to  enlarge  upon         t^ 
beneficial  results  which  have  followed  from  this  act  of  his  lordfi^b^V* 
and  which  you,  sir,  have  carried  out  here,  even  more  fully,  byext^^-eoi' 
ing  the  system  to  the  mechanic  and  labourer.    Experience  has  air 
proved  amongst  us,  that  in  no  way  could  the  general  welfare  of 
industrious  poor  have  been  more  successfully  promoted,  or  the  ger 
comforts  of  so  many  families  have  been  so  extensively  provided  ~ 

I  would  wish  to  regard  this,  sir,  as  your  day  of  harvest,  when 
can  store  up   this  humble   tribute  of  respect  and  affection,  asi 
matured  fruit  of  those  geeds  of  benovolcncc  and  kindness,  whic 
many,  many  years  you,  and  your  amiable  partner.   Lady  Char*^      lotte, 
have  sown  amongst  us  with  so  liberal  a  hand.     And  I  trust,  hi^m^mble 
as  it  is,  that  this  gift  may  be  handed  in  your  family  to  generations  syet 
unborn  ;  and  may  it  be  to  them  not  only  a  memento  of  the  este^^m  ia 
which  their  ancestors  were  regarded,  but  an  encouragement  to      'treid 
in  their  steps.     And,  sir,  long  after  it  has  pleased  God  to  remov^^  joo 
to  that  holier  and  happier  state,   where  your  deeds  have,  we     ^ruit, 
already  ascended — as  a  token  of  your  worth,    may  they  who    come 
after  you,  the  inheritors  not  only  oV  your  name  but  of  your  virtues, 
look  upon  this  as  an  offering  of  gratitude  and  regard,  and  be  induced 
to  «<  go  and  do  likewise."     I  am,  reverend  and  dear  sir, 

In  the  name,  and  on  behalf  of  tlie  Subscriberf, 
Your  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

Geobob  EmBT. 
To  the  Rev.  Jtmes  ThoniM  Law,  Chancellor,  &e.  &c.  &c ,  Banwell. 
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Sept.  24tb,  1850. 
My  much  esteemed  Fhiends, — With  feelings  which  I  cannot 
adequately  express,  I  reeeive  from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Emery,  whom  you 
have  selected  to  represcnryou,  this  token  of  your  regard — this  beau- 
tifully EMBOSSED  SILVER  INKSTAND.  That  I  shail  ever  value  your 
splendid  present,  is  indeed  a  truth,  but  not  all  the  truth.  I  shall  valuft 
it  far  beyond  any  possession  which  mere  money  could  procure.  I 
esteem  it  as  a  genuine  expression  of  regard,  bestowed  upon  me  by 
nearly  200  tradesmen,  mechanics,  and  labourers  in  this  parish.  No 
one  can  have  lived  long  in  an  agricultural  district,  and  mixed  freely 
with  its  population,  witliout  noticing  the  rapid  advance  of  the  lower 
orders,  in  thought,  intelligence,  and  practical  knowledge.  And 
the  fact  of  nearly  200  persons,  possessed  of  intelligence — such  as 
that  which  is  manifest  in  the  inhabitants  of  Banwell,  uniting  to  do 
me  this  great  honour — is,  in  my  estimation,  a  mark  of  real  and  high 
distinction. 

You  have  spoken,  Mr.  Emery,  of  my  departed  father.  He  was,  I 
believe,  one  of  the  very  first,  in  this  county,  to  adopt  the  system  of 
Allotment  Gardens  on  an  extended  scale,  having  himself,  at  Wells,  in 
one  field  alone  of  100  acres,  400  tenants ;  and  from  his  place  in 
Parliament  he  was  able  mainly  to  contribute  towards  making  the 
system  known  and  appreciated.  From  him  I  learnt  the  value  of  the 
Field  Garden,  and  experience  has  confirmed  ray  convictions  in  its 
favour.  An  English  labourer  naturally  loves  the  soil.  He  likes  to 
have  his  own  rood  of  ground ;  to  watch  his  own  bit  of  wheat  grow  to 
notice, — his  own  vegetables  as  they  spring  up ; — to  sec  his  roses  and 
woodbines,  and  carnations  bloom  and  blossom ;  and  to  gather  the 
sweetest  posy  for  the  one  he  likes  best. 

Is  it  not  well  for  the  country  to  encourage,  in  every  way,  this  deep- 
rooted  attachment  to  old  England's  soil  ?  To  encourage  the  spade, 
and  spade  husbandry? 

You  draw  attention,  sir,  to  the  fact  that  I  have  endeavoured  to 
extend  the  system.  Yes  ;  I  have  extended  it  to  the  tradesman  and  me- 
chanic. Every  tradesman,  and  every  mechanic,  now  has,  or  may 
have,  his  garden. 

After  a  day  in  the  counting-house,  the  store-room,  the  manu- 
factory, he  may  now  enjoy,  with  his  family,  a  stroll  through  the  beau- 
t,if\il  scenery  amidst  which  it  is  our  privilege  to  dwell,  to  his  garden 
^t  the  distance  of  a  short  walk  from  the  town  ;  and  may  there  learn  to 
look  from  Nature  up  to  Nature's  God  with  practical  piety,  and  with 
^D  expansive  love  and  veneration  for  the  common  Father  of  us  all, 
^nd  that  God  who  scatters  abroad  abundantly  and  luxuriantly  His 
^fits  for  our  use.  Have  we  not,  then,  many  and  varied  reasons  for 
favouring  the  Field  Garden  ?  Assuredly  we  have,  and  I  thank  God 
for  allowing  me  to  be  an  humble  instrument  in  His  bands  in  carrying 
^ut  the  extended  plan  in  this  parish. 

Mr.  Emery,  and  my  Banwell  friends,  one  and  all,  again  I  heartily 
t.hank  you. 

THE  ALLOTMENT  SYSTEM  AT  CIIOWLAND, 
LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Knowing  that  this  influential  means  of  assisting  the  poor  had  been 
Tor  some  time  in  operation  at  Crowlandyl  have  made  inquiries  of 
parties  appointed,  to  superintend  the  occupation  of  the  land,  and  am 
liappy  to  find   they  are  enabled  to  give  so  satisfactory  an  account 
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of  the  tenants.  In  183] ,  a  memorial  was  presented  to  Thomas  Orby 
Hunter,  Esq.,  the  then  proprietor  of  the  PosUand  estate,  bj  ■eToral 
fanners  and  tradesmen,  setting  forth,  that  on  account  of  the  distrcM 
and  privation  to  which  the  labouring  poor  were  reduced,  thej  hofied 
he  would  take  into  consideration  an  allotment  of  land  for  the  use  of 
the  labourers  of  Crowland.  This  appeal  was  generously  met  by  the 
worthy  gentleman,  who  granted  fifty-seven  acres,  at  40s,  an  acre 
rent.  One  hundred  allotments  were  marked  out,  of  half  an  acre 
each,  and  twenty-five  at  about  a  rood ;  they  were  placed  under  the 
control  of  a  committee,  and  a  liberal  subscription  was  raised  to  defra; 
incidental  expenses.     The  property  now  belongs  to  the  Marquis  oi 

Exeter,  who  continues  the  management,  rent,  and  tenantry,  accoi       

to  the  original  plan.     The  first  occupants  were  selected  indiscrimi— 
nately  from  among  the  poor,  to  test  how  tlie  utmost  benefit  could  ~ 
derived  from  the  adoption  of  the  system ;  those  who  did  not  strictly- 
conform  to  the  rules  were  discharged,  although  comparatively  fe^ 
have  forfeited  their  occupation,  and  not  one  conviction  for  dishon 
has  occurred  among  the  tenants  since  the  scheme  has  been  establish* 
My  chief  informant  is  Mr.  Marfieet,  the  very  intelligent  and  phi  ~ 
thropic  treasurer,  who  is  enthusiastic  in  recommending  the  eztensi 
adoption  of  the  system  in  other  places ;  he  says  the  rents  are 
pretty  punctually,  a  small  premium  being  awarded  for  payment 
or  before  the  day  appointed,  which  premium  is  received  by  f< 
fifths  of  the  tenants  or  allottees  ;  half  the  occupation  only  is  allo^ 
to  be  in  wheat,  the  other  half  potatoes ;    but  from  the  failure 
potatoes,  other  crops  have  been  for  the  last  year  or  two  cultivi 
carrots  or  mangold-wurzel,  or  beans,  or  peas.     The  present  app^i 
ance  of  the  cropping  is  described  as  fiourishing,  and  the  IjumX 
being  in  excellent  order ;  the  effect  of  the  occupation  has  been  n^ 
beneficial  on  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  occupiers,  and 
advantages   may  be  said  to  extend  beyond  them,  as,   in  order*        to 
be  duly   qualified  for  a  vacant  occupation,  a  character  for  hoik^^tfty 
and  industry  is  indispensable,  and  the  successful  applicant  is  esteenn^tf 
fortunate  in  obtaining  an  allotment.     The  land  is  not  allowed  to     Ae 
underlet  to  a  sub-tenant,  nor  is  the  wheat  allowed  to  be  sold.     Spa.^ 
husbandry  is  recommended,  but  much  of  the  ploughing  and  carta  c% 
is  done  by  the  employers  of  the  men,  when  a  team  can  be  spar^^ 
Attendance  at  some  place  of  worship  on  a  Sunday  is  insisted  on ;  b-M^ 
'''no  occupier  to  work  on   his   own  land  after  six  o'clock  in  C ^^ 
morning,  nor  before  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  without  leave  (nw^^ 
his  employer ;  nor  be  allowed  to  work  on  his  allotment  during  t^^ 
day,  when  he  has  refused  other  work  in  the  morning ;''  occupati^^! 
to  terminate  on  the  party  leaving  the  town  ;  allowance  to  be  ma^^ 
for  seeds  and  labour ;  no  other  land  to  be  held  with  the  allotment ; 
footpath  ten  inches  in  width  to  be  kept  on  each  side  next  the  hui^ 
marks.     Sixpence  per  half  acre  is   charged  for  destroying  mok^ 
repairing  roads,  &c. ;  most  of  the  tenants  keep  a  pig.     My  friaii^ 
Mr.  M.,  is  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  utility  of  these  allotueirt^ 
after  an  experience  of  twenty  years,  that  he  strongly  recommends  tl^ 
system  for  general  adoption  by  all   who  can  appropriate  land  c 
similar  terms,  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  and  social  habi 
of  the  labouring  poor.    A  printed  code  of  rules,  embracing  the  abo' 
mentioned  and  some  minor  regulations,  is  agreed  to  and  signed  ' 
the  tenant.    J.  W.,  PUerbarough. 
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BEIGATE  COTTAGE  GARDENERS'  SOCIETY. 

NINTH    REPORT. 

On  Saturday  evening,  the  27th  July,  1850,  the  anniversary  meeting 
of  this  society  was  held,  as  usual,  at  the  Town  Hall,  for  the  distri« 
button  of  premiums  for  the  best  cultivated  cottage  gardens  within  the 
parish ;  when  the  members,  with  some  of  their  wives,  children,  and 
friends,  attended,  and  exhibited  a  very  respectable  display  of  vege- 
tables, fruits,  and  flowers,  the  products  of  their  gardens. 

The  weather  having  proved  very  wet  and  unfavourable,  many  ladies, 
who  had  intended  to  honour  the  meeting  with  their  presence,  were 
prevented  from  coming ;  but  the  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood attended,  and,  as  the  friends  of  the  praiseworthy  and  indus- 
trious people,  and  the  patrons  of  this  useful  society,  had  the  satisfaction 
of  leeing  that  their  favour  and  patronage  were  well  applied,  in  the 
eneouragement  of  the  members  in  their  industrious  and  skilful  efforts 
to  render  their  gardeos  pleasurable,  as  well  as  profitable  to  them. 

At  eight  o'clock,  William  Price,  Esq.,  kindly  consented  to  take  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Price  heartily  congratulated  the  meeting  on  the  success  which 
had  attended  the  proceedings  of  this  rural  society.  It  had  been,  his 
good  fortune  to  attend  most  of  its  annual  meetings;  and  it  gave  him 
ibe  greatest  satisfaction  to  find  the  increasing  interest  which  it  had 
continued  to  excite  had  been  attended  with  such  beneficial  effects 
throughout  the  parish.  Any  anticipations  of  doubt,  as  to  a  successful 
ooorse  of  action,  had  been  completely  removed ;  and  the  simple 
principle  of  benefit  to  the  industrious  labourers  had  experienced  its 
reward  and  its  gratification,  in  seeing  that  those  who  originally 
belonged  to  the  society  still  continued  their  connexion  with  it;  and 
the  principles  of  industry,  increased  respectability,  and  elevation  of 
cbaraeter,  were  manifest  from  the  neatness  and  good  order  of  the 
gardens,  the  comfort  of  their  homes,  and  their  general  good  conduct. 
The  inspectors  of  gardens  having  made  their  report,  the  money 
premiums  were  adjudged  as  follow,  and  presented  to  the  respective 
candidates : — 

Edward  Miles  .         .         .         .       £l 

William  Quait  ....         I 

Thomas  Bilcliff  ....  1 

Henry  Monk  ....         0 

Benjamin  Finch  ....         0 

Joseph  Webb  ....         0 

George  Smith  ....         0 

Thomas  Finch  ....         0 

The  Treasurer  observed,  that  in  addition  to  the  premiums  in  money^ 

the  liberality  of  the  honorary  subscribers  had  enabled  the  committee 

lo  distribute  seeds,  plants,  and  fruit  tree« ;  and  that  now  the  funds 

wonld  afford  garden  or  farming  tools  to  the  amount  of  four  shillings 

each,  to  those  men  who  had  not  obtained  money  prizes. 

Moreover,  that  they  had  been  enabled  to  furnish  to  each  member 
the  '*  Cottage  Gardener,"  in  monthly  parts,  throughout  the  past  year, 
which,  having  been  bound,  formed  a  goodly  volume. 

On  a  former  occasion,  the  Treasurer  mentioned  a  kind  present  from 
Mr.  Tllleyy  of  useful  and  instructive  books,  which  had  been  much  in 
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request  among  the  men,  the  younger  members  of  whose  families  had 
been  benefited  by  their  perusal.  And  he  now  begged  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  inviting  ladies  and  gentlemen,  having  books  to  spare 
on  gardening,  or  analogous,  or  instructive  subjects,  to  bestow  them 
on  this  society,  and  they  would  be  thankfully  accepted. 

Lists  of  the  best  sorts  of  vegetables  and  a  selection  of  apples,  hare 
been  printed  for  distribution  among  the  members,  as  well  as  a  paper 
of  well  ascertained  facts  as  to  the  superior  value  of  educated  people ; 
the  latter  is  here  reprinted  for  general  perusal. 

SUPERIOR   VALUE   OF   EDUCATED   WORK-PEOPLE. 

Answers  to  the  following  effect  have  been  given  to  commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  working  classes,  and 
who,  consequently,  have  received  abundant  testimony  of  the  dangerous 
nature  of  ignorance,  and  of  the  value  of  intelligence : — 

1.  I  have  always  found  that  the  educated  and  instructed  work- 
people of  whatever  age,  or  either  sex,  are  better  conducted  and  more 
valuable  than  the  ignorant  and  illiterate. 

Every  day's  experience  convinces  me  of  the  importance  of  diffusing 
information  among  the  labouring  classes. 

2.  I  find  the  ignorant  generally  very  jealous  and  suspicious  of  any~ 
improvement  which  may  be  introduced ;  but  the  better  a  roan  \m 
educated,  the  better  workman  he  makes.  I  speak  from  the  experieni 
and  observation  of  many  years.     Instruction  and  kindness  toward^^ 
the  working  classes  have  an  elevating  tendency. 

3.  The  educated   and   cultivated   work   people   of    all    ages   ai 
decidedly  the  best.     They  are  more  valuable  as  labourers,  becai 
they  are  more  regular  in  their  habits,  and  more  to  be  relied  upon 
their  work. 

4.  I  always  find  that  the  men  who  are  educated  are  more  reason 
able  and  more  respectful  in  their  behaviour  than  the  ignorant :  am 
the  educated  are  better  conducted  in  their  family  relations  than  tb 
uninformed. 

5.  I  find  that  I  cannot  rely  so  well  as  I  could  wish  on  the  yoan^ 
ones  who  have  not  been  educated.  They  are  often  not  trustworthy : 
are  apt  to  be  indolent ;  and  will  take  advantage  of  their  employer 
when  his  back  is  turned. 

6.  I  can  distinguish  at  a  glance  children  who  attend  school  from 
those  who  do  not.  They  are  much  more  quick  and  intelligent.  My 
best  servants  have  always  been  those  who  were  best  taught  in  their 
youth. 

7.  Education  has  a  very  improving  effect  on  men's  dispositions  and 
the  character  of  their  minds.  Of  this  I  am  certain  from  long  ex- 
perience. 

8.  The  better  educated  conduct  themselves  better  in  times  of  diffi- 
culty, in  sickness,  and  in  sorrow.  In  every  opportunity  I  have  had 
of  observing,  I  always  saw  that  those  who  had  been  taught  soand 
elementary  knowledge,  with  their  moral  and  religious  duties,  bore  up 
under  difficulties  better  than  others  who  had  not  been  so  taught ;  and 
would  better  console  themselves  and  their  families.  The  ignorant  are 
less  inclined  to  do  their  duty  towards  both  God  and  man. 


The  Treasurer  then  adverted  to  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring 
classes,  a  subject  towards  which  the  attention  of  the  rich  and  thegreaU 
*-  has  been  of  late  awakened,  and  quoting  from  a  former  Report|— 
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^  It  way  with  equal  propriety  be  again  stated  that  the  dwellings 
if  the  poor  in  the  country  stand  almost  as  much  in  need  of  legislative 
itCention  as  do  those  of  the  poor  in  towns,  seeing  the  inadequate  and 
Dtfaffieient  accommodation  which  too  often  subsists,  and  which  has  a 
legrading  and  deteriorating  effect  on  the  moral  and  physical  condition 
>f  their  inhabitants. 

«  For  example,  we  see  the  striking  and  obvious  inferiority  of  those 
who  occupy  tenements  in  rows,  and  in  contact  with  each  other,  com- 
Mred  with  those  who  are  in  the  occupation  of  detached  cottages, 
srith  sufficient  gardens. 

^  The  occupant  of  a  detached  dwelling,  with  an  appropriate  garden, 
hBB  the  best  chance  of  being  the  happiest  and  best  member  of  his 
daas,  and  the  best  and  most  industrious  and  most  desirable  labourer 
for  the  farmer. 

**  Of  such  pre-eminent  importance  is  the  comfort  of  the  dwelling, 
tnd  its  sufficiency  of  accommodation  to  the  morals,  manners,  and 
habits  of  the  labouring  man  and  his  family. 

**  A  comfortable  home,  with  the  appendage  of  a  garden,  is  assuredly 
essential  to  the  moral  and  physical  well-being  of  every  family. 

*<  Not  only  in  the  construction  of  cottages  should  provision  be  made 
for  adequate  internal  accommodation,  but  without  doors  as  well  as 
within,  care  should  be  taken  that  the  habitation  be  healthful.  In  the 
midst  of  fields  and  flowers,  the  fresh  air  and  pleasant  skies,  no  less 
than  in  towns  and  cities,  a  proper  supply  of  water  is  essentially  re- 
quisite, and  should  be  provided  for.  A  free  ventilation  also  should 
oe  procured,  and  a  proper  drainage  for  impurities ;  otherwise  the  bird 
In  the  nest,  or  the  bee  in  its  hive,  may  fare  better  than  the  inhabitant 
of  the  cottage,  if  it  be  ill-drained  without,  and  damp,  dark,  and  ill- 
Tentilated  within." 

As  respects  this  town  and  parish,  the  house  accommodation  may 
fioi  be  quite  so  bad  as  in  larger  towns,  even  in  this  country  ;  yet, 
generally  speaking,  it  is  by  no  means  what  it  ought  to  be;  and 
patriotic  and  public-spirited  individuals  should  direct  their  attention 
to  the.  rectification  and  amelioration  of  these  very  important  evils. 

The  insufficiency  of  garden  ground  is  manifest  throughout  the 
parish,  and  wliere  cottages  are  newly  built,  now  almost  universally  the 
case,  with  an  insufficiency  of  garden  to  supply  the  necessary  vege- 
tables and  employment  for  the  spare  hours  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
deficiency  should  be,  as  much  as  possible,  supplied  by  the  establish- 
ment of  field  gardens  or  allotment  gardens. 


COMPARISON  BETWEEN  FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH 
WORKMEN. 

FROM   MR.    TREMENHBRB's    REPORT    ON    THE   MINING  DISTRICTS. 

It  is  both  interesting  and  instructive  to  compare  the  conduct  of 
English  workmen  with  that  of  foreigners  under  similar  circumstances. 
In  the  Appendix  to  my  Report  on  Mining  Inspection  in  France  and 
Belgium  (1848),  I  described  the  habits  and  manners  of  the  French 
colliers  and  miners,  especially  those  at  the  large  iron  and  coal  works 
in  the  coalfield  near  Valenciennes^  and  I  was  compelled,  by  the  force 
of  unexceptionable  evidence|  to  show  how  superior  they  were  in  every 
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resp«ctf  except  that  of  mere  animal  power,  to  the  generality  of 
miniDg  population  in  this  country.  I  mentioned  the  facty  that  at 
large  iron-works  at  Denain,  employing  about  4,000  peoplei 
were  thirty  Englishmen  from  Staffordshire.  These  men  were  earnii 
about  one-third  more  wages  than  the  French  labourers ;  but  the;^ 
spent  all  they  earned  in  eating  and  drinking,  were  frequently  drank 
and  in  their  manners  were  coarse,  quarrelsome,  disr^pectful,  anc 
insubordinate.  The  very  respectable  English  manager,  who  ba^^ 
held  for  many  years  responsible  situations  under  some  of  the  leading 
iron-masters  in  Staffordshire,  stated  to  me  with  regret,  that  so  diflei^ 
ent  and  so  superior  were  the  intelligence  and  the  civilized  habits  ai 
conduct  of  the  French,  that,  if  any  thirty  Frenchmen  from  th 
works  were  to  go  to  work  in  Staffordshire,  '*  they  would  be  so  di 
gusted,  they  would  not  stay  ;  they  would  think  they  had  got  amoi 
a  savage  race.'*  By  a  somewhat  singular  coincidence  there  have 
lately  forty  Frenchmen  employed  at  one  of  the  large  manufactories 
Staffordshire,  by  the  Messrs.  Chance,  at  their  extensive  and  wi 
known  glass-works,  in  the  parish  of  West  Bromwich,  in  the  immedii 
neighbourhood  of  some  of  the  great  iron-works.  I  thought  it  d( 
able  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  from  Mr.  Chance  what  had  been  ^^Xie 
character  of  these  men  while  in  his  employ  ;  Mr.  Chance  informed  mrmae 
as  follows : — 

"  A  few  years  ago  we  brought  over  forty  Frenchmen  to  teach  ^r~»«jr 
men  a  particular  process  in  our  manufacture.     They  have  now  ne^k  **'/ 
all  returned.     We  found  them  very  steady,  quiet,  temperate  mrn^a. 
They  earned  good  wages,  and  saved  while  they  were  with  us  a  g  ^xmI 
deal  of  money.     We  have  had  as  much  as  1500/.  at  a  time  in    our 
hands  belonging  to  these  men,  which  we  transmitted  to  France      ^^ 
them.     One  of  them,  who  sometimes  earns  as  much  as  7/.  a-week,  bm 
saved  in  our  service  not  much  short  of  4000/.      He  is  with  us  a^^*^* 
He  is  a  glass-blower.     We  have  about  1400  men  in  our  employ    Cu 
the  glass-blowing  and  alkali  works)  when  trade  is  in  a  good  state.        ' 
am  sorry  to  say  that  the  contrast  between  them  and  the  Frenchni^^ 
was  very  marked  in  many  respects,  especially  in  that  of  forethou^r  ^' 
and  economy.     I  do  not  think  that,  while  we  had  in  our  hands  t  Mne 
large  sum  mentioned  above  as  the  savings  of  the  Frenchmen  at  o^^^ 
time,  we  have  had  at  the  same  time  5/.  belonging  to  our  own  peoj ' 
They  generally  spend  their  money  as  fast  as  they  get  it.'' 

I  should  hope  it  would  be  scarcely  possible  for  any  one  in  any 
of  life  connected  with   South  Staffordshire  to  read  this  statemi 
without  a  feeling  of  humiliation.     Forty  French  labourers  comeofer  ^^^ 
and  by  honest  industry,  reasonable  economy,  and  conduct  becomin  ^^ 
them  as  men  and  as  Christians,  save  in  a  few  years  what  may  plac^^^ 
them  in  circumstances  of  comfort  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.     During  ^ 
the  same  time  1400  Englishmen  by  their  side,  earning  high  wage^i^' 
live  a  life  of  sensuality,  and  are  as  poor  and  discontended  at  the  enr  ^ 
of  that  period  as  at  the  beginning.     I  conversed  with  a  few  of  th»  ^ 
Frenchmen  remaining,  whom  I  saw  at  their  work ;  their  manner  aa^'^ 
mode  of  expressing  themselves  formed  a  contrast  with  those  of  tb^^ 
generality  of  English  labourers,  and,  judging  from  the  expressiont  ^ 
one  of  them,  their  appreciation  of  the  state  of  society  around  them  i^ 
their  own  class,  was  such  as  might   be  expected  from  men  who  fe*" 
themselves^  above  it. 

Few  persons  hare  done  more  towards  the  improvement  of  the  staff? 
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of  things  around  them  than  the  Messrs.  Chance.    These  gentlemen 

liave  laid  out  the  munificent  sum  of  5000/.  in  building  a  complete  set 

€>f  achools  for  boys,  girls  and  infants,  with  houses  for  the  masters  and 

mistresses,  the  whole  in  an  excellent  style  of  architecture ;  and  the 

liberal  manner  in  which  they  contribute  towards  the  support  of  these 

achoolfl  ensures  well-qualified  teachers.    They  find,  however,  that  here, 

as  elsewhere  in  the  district,  the  children  are  taken  away  as  soon  as 

they  can  earn  even  Is,  a-week,  although  their  parents  may  at  the  same 

time  be  earning  ample  wages.     It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  hearts  of 

the  succeeding  generation  may  be  filled  with  more  natural  feelings 

towards  their  offspring ;  that  they  may  be  more  sensible  of  the  claims 

of  parental  duty  than  to  sacrifice  their  children  for  the  sake  of  adding 

an  insignificant  trifle  to  the  means  of  their  own  animal  indulgences. 


CONTRAST  BETWEEN  THE  BEST  EDUCATED  SCOTCH 
AND  THE  BEST  EDUCATED  NORTHUMBERLAND 
PITMEN. 

FROM  MR.  TREMENHERE's  REPORT  ON  THB  MINING  DISTRICTS. 

Thb  increase  of  really  good  schools  under  trained  and  able  masters — 
the  founding  all  such  teaching  on  the  strict  doctrines  of  religious 
truth— the  encouragement  of  evening*schools,  where  the  young  may 
continue  their  education  after  they  have  left  the  day-school,  and  where 
they  may  receive  a  beneficial  guidance  in  their  reading,  and  acquire 
sound  principles  on  many  of  the  important  questions  of  daily  life — 
and  the  superintending  care  of  such  clergymen,  and  other  zealous  and 
enlightened  persons,  as  are  now  found  in  all  directions,  guiding  and 
iostructing  the  young  at  their  entrance  on  their  worldly  career, — are 
the  means  to  be  looked  to,  to  preserve  society  from  the  consequences 
of  the  pernicious  literature  that  is  now  supported  by  the  ignorance 
and  bad  passions  of  large  masses  of  the  community. 

I  asked  a  very  respectable  person,  a  member  of  the  Wesleyan  com- 
manity,  who  had  been  fifty  years  a  resident  in  this  parish,  and  who 
stated  that  it  had  been  his  habit  for  many  years  past  to  visit  constantly 
the  colliers'  houses,  whether  he  had  observed  any  material  difference 
botween  the  Scotch  colliers  and  the  English.     His  answer  was, — 

**  When  you  go  into  some  of  the  Scotchmen's  houses  you  would  be 
surprised  to  see  the  books  they  have — not  many,  but  all  choice  books. 
Some  of  their  favourite  authors  in  divinity  are  very  common  among 
them.  Many  of  them  read  such  books  as  Adam  Smith's  ^  Wealth  of 
Nations,'  and  are  fond  of  discussing  the  subjects  he  treats  of.  They 
also  read  the  lives  of  statesmen,  and  books  of  history  ;  also  works  on 
logiCy  and  sometimes  mathematics.  Such  men  cau  be  reasoned  with 
about  anything  appertaining  to  their  calling,  and  they  know  very  well 
why  wages  cannot  be  at  particular  times  higher  than  a  certain  standard. 
They  see  at  once,  by  the  price  current  in  the  market,  what  is  the  fair 
portion  to  go  to  the  workmen  as  wages,  according  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  pit,  and  the  general  state  of  the  trade.  Such  men  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  union.  They  scorn  to  read  such  penny  and 
twopenny  publications  as  we  have  been  talking  about  They  are 
fonder  of  sitting  down  after  their  work  and  reading  a  chapter  of  the 
<  Wealth  of  Nations.'    They  will  also  talk  with  great  zest  of  many  of 
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their  great  men — their  own  countrymen,  who  have  raised  theouelvet 
by  thdir  own  industry.     There  are,  undoubtedly,  some  men  that  come 
out  of  Scotland,  bad  men,  but  these  arc  not  informed  men.     I  am 
speaking  of  all  this  neighbourhood,  where  I  iiavc  lived  all  my  life. 
There  are  a  great  many  Scotch  at  all  the  collieries  here,  and  most  of 
them  very  respectable  men — exceedingly  so.     You  may  ask  me  why 
the  union  is  so  strong  in  parts  of  Scotland — as  in  Lanarkshire  ?    It  is 
because  in  Lanarkshire  the  pitmen  are  one-third  Irish^  and  many  of 
the  worst  Scotch  from  other  counties.     Those,  who  come  here  are 
among  the  best  in  their  own  country,  I  should  think,  from  the  accounts 
they  give  me.     When  a  Scotchman  comes  here  he  earns   English 
wages;  but  he  does  not  spend  them  as  an   Englishman  does. 
Scotchman  often,  rather  than  lose  buying  a  good  book,  will  lose  hi^ 
dinner.     The  Scotchwomen  begin  to  keep  their  houses  cleaner  afte      - 
they  get  into  England,  and  by  degrees  they  come  to  keep  them 
clean  as  the  Englishwomen  ;  and  the  first  generation  after  their  father 
come  are  equal  to  the  English  in  their  wish  to  keep  everything  elea 
about  them.    They  are  generally  very  saving,  and  lay  out  the  overpk 
of  their  earnings  in  books  and  furniture,  or  lay  it  by.     They  have 

great  disposition  to  have  their  children  well  taught.     Indeed,  I  ha"^    ^nre 

seen  several  lads  that  have  been  educated  in  the  Scotch  schools,  a^r   .  ^^md 
I  find  them  very  well  taught ;  they  can  reason  like  men." 

I  asked  if  he  would  state  what  difference  he  observed  between  *       —    lie 
best  specimens  of  the  Northumberland  pitmen,  and  the  best  specime 
of  the  Scotch  which  he  had  just  described.     Answer: — 

*'  I  don't  think  I  ever  saw  Adam  Smith's  works  in  more  than  one 
two  English  pitmen's  houses.    They  are  backward  to  attempt  anythli 
that  requires  steady  thinking,  such  as  that  book,  or  any  work  on  lo| 
or  mathematics.     The  Scotch  often  study  both : — they  read  chie 
Watt's  <  Logic'     This  makes  one  of  the  great  differences  between 
best  working-men  of  the  two  people.     The  English  seldom  atten 
even   English  grammar  or  geometry ;  they  always  tell  me  they 
obliged  to  give  way  when  they  have  made  a  trial.    They  had  rather  i 
any  popular  work,  such  as  *  'rhc  Christian  Philosopher,'. the  *  Pilgrii 
Progress,*  or  Walter  Scott's  novels.     They  love  to  read  their  couotc 
history,  and  they  like  to  talk  of  its  renown  in  the  ancient  French  vr^ 
of  Edward  III.  and  Henry  V.     They  are  also  great  readers  of  Na  f^ 
leon's  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  wars,  and  their  soul  seems  to  t^i 
fire  when  they  talk  of  their  country's  victories.     They  are  fond  of  t>'' 

graphy,  and  especially  that  of  men  who  rose  from  being  poor  men  ta  ^ 

great  characters.    They  are  very  generous  in  their  dispositions,  and  w^^*" 
share  their  loaf  with  the  poor,  as  all  the  beggars  and  trampers  froi      "^ 
Newcastle  and  all  the  country  know.     They  are  greatly  improved  i^-^    ° 
my  time  as  to  drinking  habits ;  there  is  much  less  of  it,  and  their  mooe| 
is  chiefly  spent  in  living  well  and  making  a  great  show  in  furnitun 
and   dress.     The   women,   too,   are   improving,   and  manage  their 
families  much  better  than  they  used  to  do.     The  English  pit-boy 
are  exceedingly  quick  at  school — much  more  so  than  the  Scotch,  I 
think.     What  I  most  want  to  see  is  a  better  description  of  schools- 
schools  under  masters  of  ability,  who  can  teach  their  boys  to  think 
and  reason.     You  will  find  boys  who  have  been  at  such  schools  as 
most  of  those  we  have  now,  that  can  write  a  good  hand  and  do  some 
ciphering ;  but  when  you  come  to  ask  them  questions  that  exercise 
the  mindy  they  hare  no  idea  what  to  answer.    If  there  were  saeh 
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lools  for  the  boys,  the  men  would  soon  be  a  different  race ;  for -what 
I  men  want  is  to  be  taught  to  exercise  their  reason  fairly,  which 
mid  prevent  their  being  led  away  as  they  are  now." 
I  do  not  think  that  any  one  can  read  this  simple  description  without 
ing  convinced,  if  he  was  not  before,  that,  as  regards  the  task  of  im- 
>viog  the  lower  strata  of  English  society,  there  is  no  such  material 
the  world  to  work  upon  as  the  natural  ability  and  the  natural 
ling — the  mind  and  heart — of  the  lower  classes  of  this  country, 
possessing,  as  they  do,  quickness  of  perception,  generous  sentiments, 
sp  religious  impressions,  a  strong  sense  of  right,  an  ardent  desire  of 
iraneement,  and  a  noble  and  heartfelt  patriotism. 


J^  ACT  FOR  THE  BETTER  ASSESSING  AND  COL- 
LECTING THE  POOR  RATES  AND  HIGHWAY 
RATES  IN  RESPECT  OF  SMALL  TENEMENTS. 

NO  DECIMO  TERTIO  £T  DECIMO  QU\RTO  VICTORIA  REGlNiE,  CAP.  XCIX. 

14tb  August,  1850. 

Vestries  to  determine  whether  6/.  Tenements  shall  be  rated  to  the  Owners 
instead  of  Occupiers. 

HEBBAS  the  collection  of  poor  rates  and  highway  rates  assessed 
on  the  occupies  of  tenements  of  small  annual  Value  is  expensive, 
Bcuhy  and  frequently  impracticable,  and  it  is  expedient  to  make 
Iter  provision  for  the  rating  of  such  tenements,  and  for  the  coUec- 
n  of  such  rates :  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Queen's  most  ex- 
llent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords 
iritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament 
lembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the 
wing  of  this  Act  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  vestry  of  any  parish,  from 
16  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  declare  and  order  that  the 
ners  of  tenements  in  such  parish  the  yearly  rateable  value  whereof 
ill  not  exceed  six  pounds  shall  be  rated  and  assessed  to  the  rates  for 

2  relief  of  the  poor  in  respect  of  such  tenements  instead  of  the 
Bupiers  thereof,  and  the  order  so  made  shall  remain  in  force  until 
icioded  in  the  manner  hereinafter  authorized. 

Order  may  be  rescinded  by  a  majority  of  ttco'thirds  of  Persons  present 

at  Vestry, 

IL  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  vestry  of  the 
d  parish,  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  at  least  of  the  votes  of  the 
rsons  present  at  a  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose  pursuant 
notice,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  competent  to  vote  thereat,  at 
J  time  after  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  time  when  any 
eb  order  shall  have  been  so  made,  to  order  that  from  and  after  a 
y  to  be  fixed  by  such  vestry,  not  being  less  than  three  years  from 

3  date  of  such  original  order,  such  order  shall  cease  and  be  rescinded, 
which  case,  from  and  after  such  last-mentioned  day,  the  said  order 
ill  be  rescinded  and  no  longer  in  force :  Provided  nevertheless. 
It  the  provisions  in  this  Act  contained  shall  remain  and  continue  in 
*ce  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  recovering  any  rate  which  may 
ve  been  previously  made  in  pursuance  of  Mich  order :  Provided 
o,  that  notice  for  calliog  every  such  meeting  as  aforesaid  shall  be 

writing,  signed  by  four  rate-payers  of  the  parish,  aflftzed  on  the 
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priDcipal  outer  door  of  the  parish  church  or  chapel  of  the  piriak»  or 
on  the  usual  place  of  affixing  notices  relating  to  the  affairs  of  tlw 
parish,, at  some  time  not  less  than  thirty  or  more  than  fortj  days  pre- 
vious to  such  meeting. 

Whilst  Order  in  /oree^  the  Poor  Rates  and  Highway  Bates  to  be 
rated  to  Owners. 

III.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whilst  any  such  order  as  firstly  here- 
inbefore mentioned  is  in  force,  the  respective  owners  of  such  tene- 
ments shall  be  rated  and  assessed  (instead  of  the  occupiers  thereof)  I 
the  rates  for   the  relief  of  the  poor  and  to  the  rates  for  the  repairs  o  - 
the  highways    which  otherwise   such    occupiers   might   by   law 
rated  to. 

Owner  to  be  rated  on  a  reduced  scale. 

IV.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whilst  such  order  as  firstly  hereis 
before  mentioned  is  in  force  the  owner  of  every  tenement  in  evei 
parish  the  yearly  rateable  value  whereof  shall  not  exceed  six  poun^ 
shall  be  assessed  to  the  rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  to  tl 
rates  for  the  repairs  of  the  highways,  in  respect  of  such  tenement 
three-fourths  of  the  amount  at  which  such  tenement  would  be  Iiak= 
to  be  rated  in  case  this  Act  had  not  passed  ;  and  further,  that  wlA.  Wmt 
such  order  as  firstly  hereinbefore  mentioned  is  in  force,  if  any  owKrm  ^r 
of  one  or  more  such  tenements  shall  be  desirous  of  paying  a  rate    fV^r 
one  year  in  respect  of  all  such  tenements  in  any  parish,  whether  s«:m  ^sh 
tenements  be  occupied  or  unoccupied,  and  shall  give  notice  in  wri^K  W3g 
of  such  his  desire  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  and  the  surveyors  of**  "fc  Jie 
highways  within  one  calendar  month  after  the  passing  of  this  Acfc.^    or 
in  any  subsequent  year  within  fourteen  days  nextafler  the  twen&j'- 
fifth  day  of  March  in  that  year,  then  and  in  such  case  such  ovrrxr 
shall  be  assessed  to  the  rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  to  the  raM^^^s 
for  the  repair  of  the  highways,  in  respect  of  such  tenement  or  ter»  <- 
ments  respectively,  whether  the  same  be  occupied  or  unoccupied,  fh^  m 
thenceforth  till  the  twenty -fifth  day  of  March  following,  at  a  sum  im  ^>t 
being  less  than  one  half  of  the  amount  at  which  such  tenement  or  (ev  ^* 
ments  respectively  would  be  liable  to  be  rated  if  occupied  in  casetl^    " 
Act  had  not  passed. 

Remedies  for  recovering  of  Rates. 

V.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  rates  to  be  assessed  as  aforesaid 
together  with  the  costs  and  charges  of  levying  and  recovering  tfa 
same,  may  be  levied  on  the  goods  of  and  recovered  from  the  respectiv 
owners  of  such  tenements  as  aforesaid,  by  distress,  action,  salty  ^^^^ 
other  proceeding,  in  the  same  way  as  such  rates,  if  lawfully  assesie^^^ 
on  the  occupiers  of  such  tenements,  might  by  law  be  levied  on  tli^^^ 
goods  of  or  recovered  from  such  occupiers ;  and,  further,  the  goo<S^--^ 
and  chattels  of  the  occupiers  of  such  tenements  shall  be  liable  to  ^^^t 
distrained  and  sold  for  payment  of  such  of  the  said  rates  as  thu^^^ 
accrue  due  during  their  respective  occupations  in  the  same  way  as  ^ 
such  rates  were  assessed  on  such  occupiers. 

Owners  possessed  to  have  the  privileges  of  Occupiers. 

VL  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  such  owner  so  rated  as  afor^ 
said  shall  have  the  same  right  of  appeal  (subject  to  the  same  eandh 
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iooft)«gaiD8t  rates,  aud  the  same  right  to  vote  in  vestry ,  as  if  he  were 
tn  occupier  duly  rated  in  respect  of  the  same  tenement. 

^n^M  Owner  is  rated^  Occupier  to  be  entitled  to  the  same  municipal  privileges 
under  5^6  TT.  4.  c.  76,  as  if  he  was  rated  instead  of  the  Owner, 

VII.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  where  the  owner  of  any  such  tenement 
ihall  be  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  by  virtue  of  this  Act  instead  of 
Jbe  occupier  thereof,  and  sucii  owner  shall  have  paid  all  money  due 
va  account  of  any  rate  or  rates  in  respect  of  such  tenement,  such 
occupier  shall  be  entitled  to  all  municipal  privileges  and  franchises 
:o  which  by  virtue  of  an  Act  made  and  passed  in  the  Session  of 
Parliament  held  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  years  of  the  reign  of  King 
WUUam  the  Fourth,  intituled  An  Act  to  provide  for  Hie  Regulation 
if  Municipal  Corporations  tn  England  and  Wales,  he  would  have 
seen  entitled  if  he  himself  had  been  rated,  and  had  paid  such  rate  or 
rates;  and  if  such  owner  so  rated  as  aforesaid  shall  not  have  paid 
luch  rate  or  rates,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  occupier  to  ,tender  to 
the  Overseers  of  the  poor,  or  other  person  authorized  by  law  to 
receive  the  same,  the  amount  of  any  rate  or  rates  then  due  from  such 
dwner  in  respect  of  such  tenement,  and  such  ovei-seer  or  other  person 
}0  authorized  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  bound  to  receive  the  same ;  and 
luch  occupier  shall,  on  the  payment  or  tender  of  such  amount,  be 
entitled  to  exercise  all  such  privileges  and  franchises  as  herein-before 
mentioned :  Provided  always,  that  any  occupier  so  paying  any  rate 
or  rates  in  respect  of  any  tenement  where  the  owner  is  rated  to  the 
same  shall  be  entitled  to  deduct  and  retain  the  amount  so  paid  by 
him  from  the  next  payment  of  rent  to  be  made  by  him  to  such 
owner,  or  to  recover  the  same  from  such  owner  as  money  paid  to  and 
for  the  use  of  such  owner. 

Owners  of  tenements  held  for  longer  periods  than  from  year  to  year  entitled  to 
add  to  rent  the  amount  paid  for  rates, 

VIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  such  owners  paying  such  rates  in 
respect  of  tenements  continuing  to  be  held  by  occupiers  under  now 
existing  tenancies  for  a  greater  term  than  from  year  to  year,  shall  be 
entitled  to  add  what  they  shall  so  pay  to  the  rent  payable  in  respect 
of  such  tenements,  and  have  the  same  remedies  for  recovering  the 
same  as  for  rent  in  arrear ;  and  that  occupiers  other  than  such  as 
shall  continue  to  hold  under  now  existing  tenancies  for  a  greater 
term  than  from  year  to  year,  may  (whether  paying  such  rates 
▼olantarily  or  by  compulsion)  deduct  the  respective  amount  so  to  be 
answered  by  them  as  aforesaid,  together  with  all  costs  and  charges 
they  may  have  incurred  on  account  thereof,  from  the  rent  payable 
in  respect  of  such  tenements,  and  such  amounts  shall  be  deemed 
dehts  due  from  such  owners  to  such  occupiers,  and  be  recoverable  by 
action. 

Interpretation  of  Terms. 

IX.  And  be  it  enacts.  That  the  word  "  tenement"  in  this  Act 
shall  be  construed  to  include  any  land,  house,  cottage,  apartment, 
or  corporeal  hereditament ;  the  word  *^  owner*'  shall  be  construed  to 
mean  any  person  receiving  or  claiming  the  rent  of  any  such  tenement 
for  his  own  use,  or  receiving  the  same  for  the  nse  of  any  corporation 
aggregate,  or  of  any  public  company,  or  of  any  landlord  or  lessor 
who  shall  be  a  minor,  under  coverture,  or  insancy  or  for  the  use  of 
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any  person  who  shall  not  be  usually  resident  within  twenty  mile^ 
from  the  parish  in  which  such  tenement  shall  be  situated  ;  the  worQ 
*^  person"  shall  be  construed  to  include  any  corporation   or  pnbli^ 
company  as  well  as  any  individual ;    the  word    '<  parish"  shall  1^ 
construed  to  include  any  parish,  township,  vill,  or  place,  maintaiDii^^ 
its  own  poor  separately  ;  the  word  *'  vestry"  shall  be   construed  %.q 
include  any  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  such  parish,  township^ 
vill,  or  place,  to  be  held  after  due  notice  for  carrying  into  ezecatioB 
the  laws  for  the  relief  of  the  poor;  and  wherever  in   this  Ael»  jn 
describing  any  person,  matter,  or  thing,  the  word  importing   the 
singular  number  or  the  masculine  gender  only  is  used,  the  same  shall 
be  understood  to  include  and  be  applied  to  several  persons  as  well  « 
one  person,  and  females  as  well  as  males,  and  several   matters  or 
things  as  well  as  one  matter  or  thing  respectively ;  unless  there  be 
something  in  the  subject  or  context'  repugnant  to  such  constructloo. 

Extension  of  Act, 

X.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  this  Act  shall  extend  only  to  Enfjikmi 
and  Wales,  and  shall  not  apply  to  any  place  where  owners  are  made 
liable  to  be  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  under  the  provisioos  of 
any  local  Act. 

Act  may  be  Amended^  ^. 

XI.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  this  Act  may  be  amended  or  repeikd 
by  any  Act  to  be  passed  in  this  present  session  of  Parliament. 


Donations  and  Subscriptions,  from  the  Slst  of  Augvist 
to  the  SOth  of  September,  1850. 

%*  Those  Boms  to  which  (D.)  is  prefixed  are  DoiuiUons;  all  oUien  are  Annual  SabtaiftfoN. 

Chas.   Dixon,  Esq.,  per  Wil-  '.  C.  B.  PhiUimore,  Esq.,  Port- 

liams  &  Co £100  0  0  |       man-street 1    P  0 

L.  B.,  per  Coutts      ....  10  0  0  |  Wm.     Johnson,    Esq.,   Eton 

S.Pole  Shaw,  Esq.,  per  do.     .  10  0  0  „  ^^"*£?    *    '    «   \,'    '     '    ^ 

W.  Pott,  Esq.,  Bridge-street,  '  »«;•    Wharton    B.  Mamott. 

,       ,                      /T^  X  ^/^  /^  rk  .       Eton  College 1    l  «» 

Souihwork      .     .     .     (D.)  10  0  0  p  ,j^  j^    ^^^       ^        j^,^, 

W.   Her\ey,   Esq.,   BradweU-  |       ^orth 1    1   0 

grove,  Oxon    .    .     .     (D.)  10  0    0  i  t.  J.  Laing.  Esq.,  Erecthean 

Rev.  C.  W.  Ethelstone,  Upper  Club 1    1   0 

Lyme,  Dorset      .     .     (D.)     0  0     0  |  Mrs.  Sweet,   Reigate,  per  T. 


Rev.  D.  Ballersley,  Keswick,  (D.)  5     0     0 

H.  Uuwin,  Esq.,  Calverley- 
park,  Tunbridge-Wells  (D.)     2     0     0 

lion.  E.  Phipps,  Park  lane    .110 

W.  A.  Ganralt,  Esq.,  Oriental- 
terrace,  Brighton  ....     1     10 


Martin,  Esq 0  10  0 

W.  Price,  Esq.,  do 0  10  0 

B.  Almack,  Esq.,  Albion-street, 

Myde-park 0  10  0 

B.  Wilson,  Esq  ,  Mirfield,  near 

Dcwsbury 0  10  0 


Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Savill,  at  his  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  Piriik  d 
St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  pnbUsbc' 
by  John  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  where  iB 
Communications  are  to  be  addressed. — Sold  by  Seeley, Fleet  Street;  NisbetaiiCo^ 
Beruers  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  London. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  OCTOBER. 

Exeter  Hali,  Strand, 

Tub  Committee  met  on  Monday,  October  21st.  Present: — 
Major  Little^  in  the  Chair;  John  Sperling,  H.  Roberts,  H.  Blan- 
shard,  F.  L.  WoUaston,  E.  P.  Hathaway,  F.  H.  N.  Glossop,  and 
Samuel  Hanson,  Esqra. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  of  the  5th  August  were  read  and 
confirmed. 

During  the  last  month  an  offer  has  been  made  to  the  Society, 
of  seven  acres  of  Charity  Land,  at  Dover,  which,  being  well 
adapted  for  allotments,  has  been  taken  by  the  Society  at  a  rent 
of  £14  per  annum.  The  allotment  agent  has  taken  the  necessary 
steps  for  dividing  the  land  into  fifty-six  allotments  of  twenty 
poles  each,  and  the  following  gentlemen  have  kindly  undertaken, 
as  a  Committee,  to  manage  them — viz.,  The  Mayor  of  Dover, 
the  Rev.  J.  E.  Bates,  J.  Knooker,  C.  Fry,  and  F.  Gotto,  Esqrs. 

The  attention  of  the  allotment  agent  has  also  been  directed  to 
lome  suitable  land  at  Headcorn,  for  allotments :  further  inquiries 
trill  be  made  respecting  it. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  during  the  absence  of  the  Com- 
nittee  from  town  the  new  buildings  in  Portpool-lane  have  pro- 

NO.  Lxxvm.  M 


178  THE  labourer's  friend. 

ceeded  according  to  the  plans  and  directions  of  the  liohofiitj 
architect^  and  that  the  main  building  has  got  considerably  above 
the  ground  floor. 

In  the  Streatham-strcet  Family  Houses^  some  changes  have 
taken  place  among  the  tenants,  but  the  Avholc  of  the  buildings 
have  continued  occupied,  and  the  rents  have  been  punetuallj 
paid. 

In  the  Model  Buildings  and  the  other  Lodging-Houses  there 
is  nothing  particular  to  report;  they  are  all  occupied,  and 
tenants  and  inmates  are  going  on  in  n  very  satisfactory  manner. 

With  reference  to  the  Charter,  a  communication  has  been 
received  from  the  Home  Office,  stating  that  it  has  been  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  by  the  Law  Officers,  and  that  it 
will  be  completed  immediately  on  payment  of  the  usual  fees. 

A  Memorial  was  read  from  the  Metropolitan  Sanitaty  Asto- 
ciation,  inviting  co-operation  and  support,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed  in  the  Magazine. 

Letters  were  read  from  Sir  Arthur  de  Capel  Brooke,  Bart,  Lady 
Blanche  Balfour,  C.  A.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.P. ;  Revs.  P.  A.  Wood, 
C.  W.  Ethelston,  J.  L.  Lievre,  D.  Battersby,  H.  V.  Fenn,  Henry 
Stevens,    Samuel    Lysons,    W.  B.  Whitehead,    Geo".   Greaves,      ^ 
E.  Forbes,  J.  II.  Barker ;  and  from  Charles  English,  J.  D.  Paul,    ^ 
J.  Hudson,   J.  Quiltcr,    N.  E.  Stephens,  W.  Pqtt,  B.  Wilson,^  , 
E.  Phipps,  J.  B.  Cobham,  A.  Kinslakc,  H.  Unwin,  T.  Bumam— >   -, 
J.  Battcnshaw,  W.  II.  Penrose,    G.  Bosanquet,   Higford  Burr-^ 
S.  Hanson,  R.  Balfour,  Esqrs.,  &c.  &c. 

Lodging-Houses. — It  is  satisfactory  to   the  Committee  tMB^f 
report,  that  in  addition  to  the  facts  published  in  the  Magasine^B^ 
relating  to  Lodging-Houses,  they  have  had  interesting  comman^i- 
cations  from  Edinburgh  and  Carlisle. 

Recent  Visitors  to  the  Society's  Houses: — A.  Rouget  de  LisK^ 
Myr.  Civil  (Paris) ;  Rev.  John  Fitzwigram,  St;  Geoi^e*«,  Hanov^i^ 
square;    Lord  Congleton;  C.   Lavollee,  attach6  k  Minister    </ 
Commerce,  (Turin) ;  M.  et  Mme.  do  Collegas,  of  Turin;  the  SUu*- 
dinian  Minister;  Colonel  Caillet,  Mme.  Lamartine,  Sir  HeniJ 
Webb,  F.  T.  Vieusseua,  and  Lord  Barmby,  Grosvcnor-sqaare. 
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APPEAL  FROM  THE  METROPOLITAN  SANITARY 
ASSOCIATION. 

tuM  Mbtbopolitan  Sanitary  Association,  of  which  the  Bishop  of 
London  is  President,  and  Lord  Robert  Grosvenor  the  Chairman  of 
khe  Acting  Committee,  has  addressed  the  following  memorial,  which 
•rM  read  at  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  Committee,  with  a  note 
rrem  Lord  Ashlejr,  expressing  his  entire  concurrence  in  the  views  ad- 
vocated, and  in  the  appeal  made  for  support  on  behalf  of  the  Asso- 
eiaiion; — 

^  To  the  Committee  and  Members  of  the  Society  for  Improving  th^ 

Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes, 
tjrkNTLEMEN, — The  Well-defined  objects   of  your  Society  are  so 
i^ooh  in  accordance  with  those  of  the  Association  which  we  desire  to 
eonatiiend  to  your  notice,  that  we  feel  no  hesitation  in  addressing  you 
lis  fellow -labourers  in  the  cause  of  ^  Social  progress.' 

You  are  convinced  that  the  present  condition  of  the  dwellings  of 
the  labouring  classes  is  not  only  a  cause  of  much  suffering  and  pre- 
lillfctare  death,  but  that  it  leads  to  the  abandonment  of  every  vestige 
of  self-respect  and  of  those  domestic  virtues  which  are  amongst  the 
gflSBtest  safeguards  of  social  order,  whilst  to  the  State  a  heavy  pecu- 
dhllry  burthen  is  the  inevitable  consequence. 

You  believe  that  until  a  change  shall  have  been  made  in  the 
ddhdition  bf  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes,  no  reasonable 
hop^  can  be  entertained  of  their  elevation  in  the  scale  of  moral  and 
iiitellectual  beings. 

You  have  built  model  houses  with  a  view  to  induce  landlords  to 
dier  the  condition  of  the  present  dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes, 
ahd  to  erect  new  ones  on  such  plans  as  to  remove  constant  causes  of 
demoralization  and  disease.  You  have  practically  demonstrated  that 
Hoiis<e8  can  be  so  constructed  at  a  fair  remunerative  return  to  the 
^M^iitalist.  But,  as  it  must  be  obvious  that  you  can  only  accommodate, 
tt  the  most,  a  mere  fraction  of  the  labouring  classes,  and  that  you 
eaiinot  induce  landlords  of  low  and  middle-rate  houses  generally,  to 
fbllow  your  example  (not  only  on  account  of  the  ignorance  and  in- 
dldbl^nce  of  the  majority  of  them,  but  also  from  the  peculiar  tenure 
by  which  such  property  is  ordinarily  held),  it  is  to  be  feared  that  you 
can  only  accomplish,  to  a  very  limited  extent,  the  great  work  which 
ydo  have  successfully  commenced. 

We  consider  that  the  soundness  of  your  principles  having  been 
<N>nipletely  and  practically  demonstrated,  justice  and  equity  point  to 
the  right  of  the  labouring  classes  to  enjoy  the  benefits  which  will 
aHse  from  their  general  adoption. 

We  ask  you,  therefore,  to  assist  us  in  our  efforts  to  obtain  through 
ft  legislative  enactment,  improved  dwellings  for  the  labouring  classes, 
aod  thus  practically  and  beneficially  to  carry  out  the  principles  held 
bg  us  in  common. 

In  our  *  Report  on  the  chief  Sanitary  evils  of  the  Metropolisand 
Suggestions  for  their  Removal,*  we  have  advised  that  it  should  be 
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required  by  act  of  parliament  that  new  houses  be  so  built,  and 
existing  ones  so  altered,  as  to  secure  to  the  occupants  freedom  from 
those  causes  of  disease  and  degradation  which  are  necessanly  con- 
nected with  their  present  vicious  structural  and  other  arrangemeoti^ 
and  which,  we  are  convinced,  might  be  avoided  by  simple  and  econo«^ 
mical  contrivances. 

Such  a  measure  contains  no  new  principle,  it  being  in  reality  onljf 
a  revival  of  the  old  Roman  law.  It  is  already  recognised,  and  at  tho 
present  time  is  adopted  in  many  towns  on  the  Continent,  as  at  Li^e, 
Tournay,  Brussels,  Ath,  &c. 

Such  an  enactment  would,  we  believe,  prove  economical  to  the 
state,  and  relieve  parishes  of  very  heavy  burdens.  It  would  increaae 
the  health  and  happiness  of  the  labouring  classes,  promote  their  moral 
and  religious  improvement,  and  injure  none,  whilst  at  the  same  time  it 
would  remove  a  great  cause  of  universal  injury.  Finally  it  would, 
in  a  comparatively  short  period,  fully  effect  many  of  the  great  objeeii 
for  which  you  have  so  wisely  and  generously  given  your  influence  and 
your  money. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby,  in  addressing  the  members  of  your  Society 
at  its  last  annual  meeting,  enunciated  the  foregoing  principles,  and 
boldly  said,  <  We  must  take  up  this  question  broadly.  Let  ua  imitate 
the  ancients,  who  had  officers  specially  appointed  to  look  after  the 
construction  and  management  of  their  great  cities.  We  must  pro?ide 
width  of  streets,  abundance  of  water,  and  thorough  ventilation.  We 
must  give  every  facility  to  make  the  homes  of  the  people  cheerful  and 
cleanly.  And  I  would  call  on  the  legislature  to  make  stipulations 
that  there  should  be  dwellings  built  on  sound  sanitary  principles  to 
which  the  poor  might  go.  I  see  nothing  unreasonable  in  this.  We 
make  stipulations  respecting  the  fronts  of  houses,  why  should  we  not 
make  similar  stipulations  respecting  the  building  of  houses  for  the 
poor  ?* 

To  provide  for  the  unavoidable  expenses  of  promoting  sttch 
measures,  we  appeal  to  you  for  aid  and  assistance.  We  ask  yoa^» 
to  become  members  of  our  Association,  and  to  subscribe  to  its  funds_ 
Very  many  thousands  of  pounds  have  been  contributed  towards  thesB 
practical  demonstration  o£  the  applicability  of  your  principles  ;  canno^H 
a  few  hundreds  of  pounds  be  contributed  to  secure  the  enforcemen  "^ 
of  their  general  adoption. 

For  what  we  have  done  we  refer  to  our  Report ;  for  what  we  ma^^^ 
do  hereafter,  must  depend  very  much  on  your  support  and  on  that  ^f 
the  public  generally.     If  our  Association  be  efficiently  supported,  ire 
do  not  doubt  our  being  enabled  to  carry  out  the  views  above  statecf, 
and  very  materially  to  aid  the  objects  we  h&ve  in  common. 

Should  these  objects  be  successfully  accomplished,  increased  securify 
for  the  enjoyment  of  health  and  the  prolongation  of  life,  as  well  w$ 
the  general  happiness  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  human  beingn^ 
must  be  the  result  which  history  will  record. 

The  measure  of  improvement  sought  is  imperatively  required. 
The  means  are  simple,  efficient,  and  economical ;  and  it  will  be  a 
great  honour  as  well  as  a  source  of  much  gratification ;  and  it  appetn 
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to  US  an  imperative  duty  to  contribute  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
ctoDtempIated  results. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee." 

The  Committee  resolved  that  the  above  Memorial  be  inserted  in 
the  magazine,  and  that  contributions  be  received  from  any  members 
of  their  Societ}'  who  may  be  desirous  of  assisting  the  Metropolitan 
Association  in  the  prosecution  of  the  important  work  they  have  before 
them. 

%*  A  copy  of  the  First  Report  of  the  Metropolitan  Sanitary  Asso- 
ciation will  be  forwarded  to  members  of  the  Society  for  Improving  the 
Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes,  on  application  to  Mr.  Wood. 


THE  COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES  OF  DURHAM. 

In  a  Report  recently  presented  by  Mr.  Superintendent  Robinson  to 
the  borough  magistrates  of  Durham,  he  states  that  in  that  town 
there  are  fourteen  English,  thirteen  Scotch,  and  thirty -eight 
Irish  families  occupying  common  lodging-houses,  containing  113 
rooms,  and  230  beds,  or  shakedowns.  '<  On  my  recent  inspection  I 
found  131  men,  98  women,  and  127  children,  living  in  idleness  in 
those  dwellings.  The  only  employment  of  those  children  is  begging, 
and  selling  sand  and  clay  in  the  streets.  The  most  of  them  are 
nearly  naked,  pale,  and  dirty,  and  have  neither  shoes  nor  stockings  on 
their  feet.  I  have  visited  these  houses  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  but 
never  found  one  empty.  Both  men  and  women  are  commonly  seen 
hanging  about  idle,  whilst  the  children,  half-naked,  are  huddled 
together  about  the  fire,  or  sitting  amongst  the  ashes.  During  the 
influx  of  Irish  at  this  season  of  the  year,  from  twenty  to  thirty  indi- 
▼idnals — men,  women,  and  children — sleep  in  one  room  indiscri- 
minately. On  Saturday  and  Sunday  nights  last,  nearly  500  Irish 
were  in  these  houses,  which  are  in  the  greatest  state  of  filth, 
and  throw  out  most  obnoxious  effluvia,  contaminating  the  whole 
neighbourhood.  Most  of  the  rooms  are  small ;  badly  lighted,  and 
worse  ventilated  ;  indeed,  little  or  no  air  enters  those  dwellings 
but  by  the  doors,  the  windows  seldom  or  never  being  opened.  The 
eooQimon  thieves,  and  professional  beggars,  who  lodge  at  them,  live  well, 
sfnd  beg  more  than  they  can  eat ;  for  the  remainder  they  find  a  ready 
sale  to  the  keepers  of  the  houses,  who  buy  it  for  the  pigs.  It  is 
quite  common  at  nights,  when  they  meet  together,  for  one  tramper 
to  tell  another  the  exploits  of  the  day,  informing  him  of  all  the 
eharitable  houses  in  the  town,  and  of  the  district,  where  the  most 
•jrmpathizing  servants  live,  whom  they  laugh  at,  and  where  they  can 
be  served  daily.  Most  of  the  petty  thefts  committed  about  gentle- 
men's houses  are  done  by  those  vagrants  whilst  begging,  and  it  would 
be  well  if  servants  were  not  to  relieve  and  encourage  them,  as  the 
charity  given  to  such  vagabonds  is  merely  a  premium  for  idleness  and 
intemperance.  Those  houses,  indeed,  are  the  nurseries  of  vice  and 
crime,  houses  of  refuge  for  thieves,  and  receptacles  for  stolen 
property,  as  well  as  schools  of  wickedness  and  dissipatioui  and  for 
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eorruptiog  the  morals  of  the  young.  An  alteration  from  the  preaeoi 
system  is  wanted  in  those  dens  of  infamy,  to  the  model  lodging- 
hoases,  which,  I  believe,  the  local  Board  of  Health  has  the  power  to 
ttstablishi  and  to  frame  by-laws  for  the  government  thereof." 


CRIME  IN  CHESHIRE. 


The  following  extract  from  the  Report  presented  to  the  magiBtrateft 
at  the  late  Michaelmas  Quarter  Session,  by  the  Rev.  H.  S.  Joaeph, 
the  Chaplain  of  Chester  Castle,  shows  the  state  of  criminal  discipline 
in  the  county  of  Cheshire  : — 

<<  Cause  of  Crime. — This  all-important  subject  has  caused  deep 
anxiety  in  my  mind^  and  after  much  serious  and  minute  inquiry  I  am 
fully  convinced  that  the  cause  of  crime  in  this  county  is  not  so  much 
owing  to  the  want  of  labour,  as  the  following  table  of  wages  will 
prove,  as  it  is  to  a  want  of  better  education  ;  and  also,  in  conse- 
quence of  evil  associates,  intemperance,  and  a  violation  of  the  Lord^ 
Day: — 

ACCOUKT  OF  WEEKLY  EARNINGS, 

From  September,  1849,  to  September,  1850: — 

From  5f,  to  lOs,  a  week     37 

„  lU  to  168.        „         88 

„  19*.  to  27s.        „         28 

„  28*.  to  40*.        „         8 

Unemployed 41 

Married  women     15 

Boys  and  girls  doing  nothing  9 

Apprentices   9 

Servants     17 

In  most  of  the  summary  convictions  I  have  not  been  able  to  i 
tain  what  their  earnings  have  been. 

From  this  table  we  see  that  the  great  majority  of  the  prison 
could,  and  did,  earn  from  li*.  to  18*.  a- week.     The  cause  of 
then,  in  the  county  is  not  owing  to  the  want  of  labour. 

If  the  clergy  and  churchwardens  in  our  country  places  would 
co-operate  with  the  magistrates,  and  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  I 
observance  of  the  Lord's  Day,  much  good,  under  God's  blessing^lS 
would  result.     The  responsibility  is  upon  them ;  they  have  the  powesr^=? 
under  the  Act '  against  the  profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  and  for  puttinflV 
down  vice  and  immorality.'      I   do  hope  they  will  exercise  IheL  *  f 
authority  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  for  the  welfare  of  maokind.    Aw    > 
to  drunkenness,  I  am  thankful  to  learn  that  many  efforts  are  beivi*  4f 
made  in  various  ways  to  repress  this  most  awful  crime,  and  I  eamestSj^ 
hope  to  see  the  number  of  small  beer-houses  greatly  reduced ;  tm£ 
this  be  done  effectually,  crime  and  poverty  must  continue  to  diagmMSf 
our  highly-favoured  county.     1  cannot  overlook  another  great  hJfd 
crying  evil  which  prevails  in  our  county,  viz.  lodging-houses.    Tli^ 
present  lodging-houses  are  an  undeniable  and  fertile  cause  of  ctime; 
and  yet,  the  rents  paid  by  the  occupants  are  such  as  to  entitle  thein  tp 
■uioh  better  acooBimodatioo.    Buildings  at  a  cheaper  rent  ni  fj^ 
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erea^ed  accommodatioDs  have  been  erected  in  many  places,  and 
lib  the  best  results;  could  it  not  be  done  in  our  county  ? 
Tbere  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  common  lodging-house  often 
IVft^rt  on  the  brothel ;  the  one  can  hardly  be  distinguished  from  the 
J|ttf«  Multitudes  of  poor  miserable  wretches  are  crowded  together 
I  upaocs  wholly  unfitted  for  any  human  being ;  nay,  both  sexes,  mar- 
p4  i^od  unmarried,  and  of  all  ages,  are  mixed  up  together  in  one 
lariffM^pt,  in  defiance  of  all  decency,  in  a  manner  which  can  only 
Ifdan  the  old,  and  prepare  the  young  for  every  crime.  This  is 
fi^trible  evil,  for  it  often  plunges  many  of  our  fellow -creatures  into 
Ml  abyss  of  sin  and  misery,  and  also  exposes  them  to  the  most  degra- 
og  moral  pollution,  before  they  are  aware  of  the  danger  that  lies  open 
»^fe  them.  Hundreds,  especially  persons  coming  from  small  places 
}  W¥  fli^eat  towns,  fall,  by  means  of  these  wretched  dens,  never  to 
fQ  l^aiD  in  society.  I  will  not  attempt  to  lay  down  any  plan  which 
kaj^preyent  this  great  immorality,  but  will  leave  it  to  the  earnest  and 
B|ip  oonsideration  of  the  magistrates.  1  will,  however,  venture  to 
iggflSt  that  it  would  be  desirable  if  all  lodging-houses  could  be  under 
MB  anperintendence  of  the  magistrates  ;  that  by  them  they  should  be 
Offia^d,  and  that  the  number  of  persons  to  be  accommodated  in  each 
IfRfld  should  be  determined ;  and  that  the  police  should  occasionally 
uifl  §|id  inspect  them,  in  order  that  the  appointed  number  might  not 
0  ^Xfljeeded,  and  especially  that  decency  might  not  be  violated  by  the 
romiscuous  gathering  together  of  males  and  females  in  one  apart- 
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?Um  aaggestion  of  this  building  arose  in  the  winter  of  1847^  at  a 
leetiDg  of  the  Mental  Improvement  Society  established  amongst  the 
porkmen  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Hansome  and  Co.,  the  well-known 
itahanical  engineers,  who,  encouraged  by  the  success  attending  the 
mligements  adopted  at  the  Donside  Factories  in  Scotland,  for  pro- 
idiBg  economical  meals  for  their  work-people,  were  induced  to  con- 
M«r  the  means  by  which  a  similar  plan,  with  some  amplification  to 
M  tke  difference  of  circumstances,  might  be  brought  to  bear  in  their 
mtU  extensive  establishment. 

Me  objects  sought,  in  addition  to  the  needful  arrangements  for  pro- 
Ming  meals,  embraced  a  room  capable  of  seating  800  individuals  for 
tearing  resort,  and,  as  occasion  might  offer,  for  lectures,  addresses,  or 
IIm^  means  of  popular  instruction,  entertainment,  or  recreation ;  a 
MMod  room  for  the  library  of  the  Mental  Improvement  Society,  then 
OMimtiDg  to  2000  volumes;  and  dormitories  for  single  young  men 
tiioBglsg  to  the  establishment,  who  might  be  without  friends  or  rela«> 
Ivea  Hi  the  town  in  a  situation  to  take  oversight  for  them. 

A  Committee  was  formed  of  the  masters,  clerks,  and  foremen  of  the 
ftabHshment,  and  as  it  was  on  all  hands  deemed  desirable  (hat  the 
dfaatages  of  the  plan  should  be  entirely  the  result  of  self-supporting 
ffaeiplesy  it  was  at  first  decided  to  form  a  company  of  shareholders 
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amongst  themselves,  to  raise  the  capital  necessary  for  the  building  aod 
other  arrangements,  by  means  of  shares  of  5/.  each,  payable  by  instal- 
ments monthly,  on  principles  similar  to  those  adopted  by  bailding 
societies.  The  masters  jiroposed  to  take  one-third  of  the  required 
number  of  shares,  paid  in  full,  so  that  the  company  might  be  atarted 
with  funds;  and  in  order  to  avoid  any  risk  of  loss  to  such  of  the  work- 
men as  might  leave  the  concern,  they  agreed  to  take  of  any  share- 
holder so  circumstanced,  and  who  might  not  be  able  otherwise  to 
dispose  of  it  to  greater  advantage  among  his  fellow-workmen,  his 
share,  at  the  sum  he  might  have  paid  upon  it  up  to  the  time  of  his 
leaving,  and  to  reissue  such  shares  to  any  others  who  might  from  time 
to  time  incline  to  take  them  up. 

The  returns  to  be  expected  as  interest  of  capital,  and  profit  upon 
the  shares,  after  payment  of  the  expenses,  were  originally  proposed  to 
be  raised  by  a  small  profit  on  the  provisions  supplied,  and  by  rents  to 
be  charged  for  the  dormitories,  and  for  the  library  and  committee 
rooms;  but  the  possible  difRculties  which  might  in  the  outset  arise 
from  a  diverse  interest,  as  between  shareholders  desirous  of  a  profit, 
and  parties  who,  not  being  shareholders,  would  only  seek  their  advan- 
tage in  the  character  of  customers,  ultimately  induced  a  deviation 
from  the  original  plan  for  raising  the  capital,  and  the  views  then  held 
at  that  stage  of  the  proceedings  are  only  here  mentioned  as  indicating 
a  mode  by  which  workmen  may,  from  their  own  resources,  carry  out 
similar  objects. 

The  considerations  above  alluded  to  have  determined  the  employers, 
in  this  instance,  to  find  the  necessary  capital,  as  affording  an  oppor- 
tunity somewhat  less  fettered  for  the  arrangement  of  the  plans  in  this 
first  experiment;  and  as  the  affairs  are  still  proposed  to  be  conducted, 
and  all  details  of  arrangement  made,  by  a  joint  committee  of  the 
masters  and  the  foreman  of  each  department  of  the  several  work- 
shops, who  will  see  that  no  advantage  is  taken,  or  profit  made,  for 
other  purposes  than  the  payment  of  expenses,  it  is  thought  no  jealousy 
can  arise  on  the  part  of  the  members. 

The  building,  which  is  now  nearly  completed,  is  a  substantial  brick 
erection,  designed  by  one  of  the  managers,  upon  a  site  immediately 
•  opposite  the  lodge  of  the  workmen's  entrance,  facing,  on  two  of  itr 
sides,  the  main  roads  intersecting  the  works,  as  nearly  as  possible  ii^. 
the  centre  of  the  premises.     The  basement  is  occupied  by  one  room^ 
53  ft.  by  49  ft.,  16  ft.  in  height:    it  is  lighted  by  windows  on  thici^ 
sides,  and  by  a  skylight  or  lanthorn  27  ft,  by  9  ft.,  80  ft.  in  height* 
This  room  is  intended  for  the  workmen's  meals  during  the  day,  aod 
will  be  supplied  in  the  evening  by  periodicals  for  such  as  may  not  itk^ 
cline  to  become  members  of  the  Mental  Improvement  Society,  to 
whom  the  library  belongs,  and  to  whose  use  the  room  appropriated  to 
that  purpose  is  exclusively  confined.     The  large  room,  or  hall,  is  fitted 
with  benches  and  tables,  so  contrived,  that  on  occasions  of  lectarei 
each  table  may  be  converted  into  a  seat  with  a  back,  so  that  all  mty 
sit  fronting  the  speaker. 

The  second  floor  is  formed  by  galleries  20  ft.  in  width,  extendiog 
round  the  building,  one  side  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  library,  and 
forms  a  room  38  ft.  by  12  ft.,  lift,  in  height,  and  which  admits  of 
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being  divided  into  reading-rooms  and  committee-room.  The  other 
Ibree  sides  are  partitioned  into  dormitories,  or  lodging-rooms,  for 
single  men,  each  9  fi.  by  7  ft.,  1 1  ft.  high ;  these  are  twenty-two  in 
number,  and  each  will  be  furnished  with  a  plain  bedstead,  box  or 
cupboard,  and  washing  utensils. 

The  entrance  to  the  principal  room  is  by  a  vestibule  1 1  ft.  square, 
Forming  the  basement  of  a  tower  placed  at  one  angle  of  the  building, 
and  which,  by  flights  of  steps,  affords  access  to  the  second  floor,  and 
to  the  roof,  which  is  formed  of  three-inch  planks,  seamed  and  caulked 
in  the  manner  of  a  ship's  deck,  and  which  is  suiTounded  by  a  parapet 
^%fall.  As  this  elevation  commands  a  very  beautiful  and  extensive 
prospect  of  the  river,  the  town,  and  the  surrounding  country,  this 
space  being  about  50  ft.  square,  will  be  probably  one  of  considerable 
resort,  affording  an  airy  place  for  social  recreation  on  summer  even- 
ings. It  is  proposed  to  mount  on  the  top  of  the  tower  a  telescope, 
^which  has  been  offered  by  one  of  the  firm. 

The  kitchens,  stores,  and  washing  places,  abut  upon  the  main 
l>uildiug,  connecting  it  with  the  residence  and  private  rooms  of  the 
manager  and  matron.  The  whole  will  be  warmed  by  hot-water 
apparatus,  and  well  ventilated  throughout. 

The  arrangements,  so  far  as  at  present  considered,  contemplate 
supplying  tea  and  coffee,  bread  and  butter,  or  cheese,  before  the  works 
commence,  and  again  at  the  breakfast  half-hour ;  together  with  cold 
meat,  the  remains  of  such  joints  as  may  have  been  cooked  for  the 
ordinaries  on  the  previous  day.  The  staple  for  the  dinner  will  be 
Boups,  and  as  occasion  may  appear  to  require,  hot  joints  of  roast  or 
boiled  meat,  from  which  a  plate  of  Sd.  or  6d,  worth  may  be  served,  as 
in  the  commoner  sorts  of  eating-houses.  Coffee  and  tea  will  be  in 
readiness  at  the  closing  of  the  works,  and  throughout  the  evening. 
Any  workman  preferring  it  may  bring  his  own  provisions,  and  hot 
hearths  are  provided  for  their  own  preparation  of  such  meals. 

The  materials  for  provision  will  be  purchased  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee,  who  will  also  regulate  the  rate  of  charge  at  the 
lowest  scale  to  cover  the  cost;  and  the  amount  of  subscription  entitling 
any  person  engaged  on  the  premises  to  become  a  member,  and  to  par- 
ticipate in  all  the  advantages  offered  by  the  institution,  will  be  One 
Shilling  per  quarter,  to  be  paid  in  advance.  The  use  of  the  dormi- 
tories, including  bed  linen,  will  be  charged  at  Two  Shillings  per  week. 
It  is  also  intended  to  allow  any  member  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  his 
family,  any  of  the  materials  provided,  at  the  same  rate  of  charge, 
and  it  is  probable  that  many  will  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
privilege. 

It  has  not  been  as  a  matter  of  luxury,  any  more  than  as  a  specula- 
tion for  profit,  that  this  scheme  has  been  attempted  to  be  carried  into 
effect,  but  it  has  appeared  to  have  been  called  for  by  the  advantages 
it  offers  to  workmen,  by  social  and  harmonious  combination,  to  pro- 
mote economy,  social  intercourse,  mental  improvement  and  recreation. 
It  is  hoped  that  success  will  attend  the  endeavour,  and  that  an  in- 
creasing interest  will  be  felt  by  both  the  employers  and  the  employed 
in  studying  the  means  by  which  they  may  materially  advance  the 
interests  each  of  the  othen 
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PUBLIC  BATHS  AND  WASHHOUSES. 

Thb  Society  for  Establishing  Public  Baths  and  Washhoiues,  an4  Ibr 
Cleansing  the  Dwellings  of  the  Labouring  Classes,  have  just  put  fortli 
their  Btatistical  summary  of  the  working  of  the  institution  in  George- 
Btreetf  Hampstead-road,  from  which  it  appears  that  during  the  six 
months  ending  September  last,  there  have  been  35,779  male  bathen 
and  7859  female  bathers  in  the  baths  at  the  above-named  place; 
that  the  nomber  of  washers  of  linen  has  been  during  the  same  period 
86yl78{  and  that  1811  apartments  of  poor  persons  have  been  lime- 
washedy  Tentilatedi  and  purified. 


WHITECHAPEL  SANITARY  ASSOCIATION. 

A  MBBTING  of  the  Whitechapel  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  the 
Health,  Comfort,  and  Cleanliness  of  the  Working  Classes,  was  held 
last  week ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Champneys,  rector  of  the  parbh,  in  the 
chair.  The  Report  dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  evils  arising  from  an 
insufficient  supply  of  water,  which  in  Whitechapel  would  seem  to  be 
most  defective  and  destructive.  In  the  district  inhabited  by  7OO0 
persons,  there  were  91  courts  and  streets  badly  paved.  A  great 
number  of  the  houses  were  so  dilapidated  as  to  be  wholly  unfit  for 
human  residence,  most  of  them  being  swamped  in  heavy  rains. 
Several  landlords,  however,  had  agreed  to  co-operate  with  the  Society 
to  remedy  this  evil.  The  Report  adverted  to  the  frightful  state  of  the 
lodging-houses  in  the  district — in  one  of  them  37  persons  were 
crowded  together  in  a  space  of  10  feet  square — men,  women,  and 
children,  all  nearly  naked.  The  smell  was  intolerable,  and,  to  add  tp 
it,  a  large  tub  of  ordure  stood  outside  the  door.  The  Board  of 
Health  state  that  700  cubic  feet  of  fresh  air  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  life,  while  the  inspectors  of  prisons  allow  1,000  cubic  feet  for 
criminals ;  but  these  poor  people  had  only  20  cubic  feet  each  to 
breathe  in.  The  subject,  therefore,  demanded  the  interference  of 
Government.  The  Report,  which  also  suggested  the  appointment 
of  a  qualified  parochial  inspector,  was  unanimously  adopted. 


PROTECTED     CRADLES. 

We  have  given  the  following  extract  from  our  sprightly  cotemporaryi 
Dickens's  <*  Household  Words,"  as  not  unsuitable,  as  an  introduction 
to  the  next  paper  in  our  present  number,  on  Public  Nurseries : — 

'<  When  the  child  of  the  Lancashire  or  Yorkshire  operative  first  seev 
the  light,  it  is  assailed  by  every  possible  disadvantage  that  can  stnat 
its  growth  and  enfeeble  its  intellect.  It  is  disarmed  for  the  battle  of 
life  at  the  threshold  of  existence, — its  limbs  are  palsied  by  drugs,  and 
deformed  by  careless  nursing,  sometimes  by  criminal  nursing.  Ths 
expense  of  providing  for  her  family  drives  the  mother  to  the  factoryi 
and  leads  to  the  employment  of  an  ignorant  hireling  nurse,  who,  to 
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earn  the  pittance  with  a  minimum  of  trouble^  journeys  to  the  Ghemist*^ 
shop,  and  purchases  Godfrey's  Cordial.  With  this  notable  mixture 
sbe  returns  to  her  charge,  stupifies  it,  and  so  earns  <  peace  and  quiet-* 
neae/  Gradually  she  finds  that  the  Cordial  has  not  the  old  effect,—* 
that  it  is  not  strong  enough  ;  to  remedy  this,  she  adds  a  little  laudanum, 
OFy  mayhap,  some  crude  opium,  to  the  mixture,  and  again  is  her 
pbarge  as  quiet,  almost,  as  death.  She  extends  her  nursery  ;  *  takes 
oare  of,'  perhaps,  eight  or  nine  infants,  and  becomes  a  good  customer 
to  her  neighbour,  the  chemist. 

Indisputable  facts  prove  the  extent  to  which  this  system  is  adopted. 
Walking  about  Manchester  and  Birmingham,  advertisements  of 
*  Mothers'  Quietness,'  <  Soothing  Syrup/  arrest  the  attention  at 
every  turn.     It  is  easy  to  perceive  that  the  druggists  are  driving  a 

5ood  trade — that  the  quiet  homes  of  the  poor  reek  with  narcotics. 
!'be  Beport  of  the  Board  of  Health  furnishes  some  appalling  facts  on 
this  head.  In  Preston,  twenty-one  druggists  sold,  within  the  space 
of  ODe  week,  no  less  a  quantity  than  sixty-eight  pounds  of  narcotics, 
nearly  all  of  which  were  for  the  use  of  children ;  and  the  calculation 
of  the  quantity  of  Godfrey's  Cordial  sold  in  Preston,  gave  a  weekly 
Allowance  of  half  an  ounce  to  each  family!  Generally,  Godfrey's 
Cordial  is  mixed  in  the  proportion  of  one  ounce  and  a  half  of  pure 
laudanum  to  the  quart,  and  the  stronger  it  is  the  faster  it  is  sold.  It 
may  be  had  at  public-bouses  and  general  dealers,  as  well  as  at  drug- 
Hpiets ;  and  on  market-days  the  people  from  the  surrounding  neighbour- 
lioods  regularly  provide  themselves  with  this  *  mother's  comfort,'  as 
they  purchase  other  household  provisions.  About  two  thousand  gallons 
of  Godfrey's  Cordial  are  sold  in  Manchester  alone  every  year.  Mr. 
F.  C.  Calvert,  at  a  recent  meeting  at  Manchester,  stated  that  in  one 
chemist's  shop  in  Deansgate,  two  hundred  and  fifty  gallons  were  sold 
in  the  course  of  a  year,  the  same  quantity  in  another  shop,  one 
hundred  gallons  per  annum  in  another,  the  same  quantity  in  a  shop 
in  Hulme,  and  twenty-five  gallons  each  in  two  shops  in  Chorlton-on- 
iMedlock. 

These  nurses,  to  whom  the  children  of  the  factory  people  fire 
entrusted,  are  either  laundresses  or  superannuated  crones.  The  more 
they  drug  the  children  entrusted  to  them,  the  greater  number  they 
can  undertake  to  manage.  This  consideration  acts  as  a  powerful 
incentive  to  drug. 

Ih  That  wholesale  death  is  the  result,  is  fully  proved.  Among  the 
gentry  in  Preston,  for  instance,  the  average  number  of  deaths  of 
children  under  five  years  old  was  seventeen  per  cent.;  among  trades- 
meni  about  thirty-eight  per  cent. ;  and  among  operatives,  fifty-fiye 
per  cent.  Of  every  one  hundred  children  born  among  the  gentry, 
ninety-one  reach  their  first  year ;  eighty  among  the  trading  classes ; 
apd  sixty-eight  among  the  operatives.  The  vital  statistics  of  Preston 
for  six  years  show  that  no  less  than  three  thousand  and  thirty-four 
children  were  swept  away  before  they  had  attained  their  fifth  year, 
who,  had  they  been  the  offspring  of  wealthy  parents,  would  have  sur- 
Tived  that  period  of  their  childhood. 

But  of  all  the  localities  specified  in  the  return  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  Ashton  is  the  most  fatal.    The  proportion  of  infant  deaths  in 
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tbis  Godfrey's  stronghold  is  thirty-four  per  cent.  In  Nottingham  it 
is  thirty-three  per  cent. ;  in  Manchester,  thirty-two  per  cent. ;  Bolton^ 
thirty-one  per  cent.;  Leicester,  Salford,  and  Liverpool,  thirty  per 
cent.  These  towns  may  be  classed  as  the  head-quarters  of  factorj 
labour — the  localities  where  mothers  are  away  from  their  children 
from  sunrise  till  after  nightfall.  In  London  the  proportion  of  infant 
deaths  is  twenty-three  per  cent.;  in  Plymouth,  twenty-one  per  ceoU; 
and  in  Bath,  Shrewsbur}^  and  Reading,  twenty-one  per  cent.  Ib 
these  places  mothers  generally  attend  to  their  own  offspring.  A  vast 
proportion  of  the  mortality  in  Manchester  is  that  of  children  under 
the  age  to  labour  in  the  mills.  More  than  forty-eight  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths  in  Manchester  are  those  of  sufferers  under  the  age  of  five 
years;  and  more  than  fifty-five  per  cent,  are  under  the  age  of  tea 
years ;  while  in  the  aggregate  of  purely  rural  districts,  the  proportion 
is  not  more  than  thirty-three  per  cent.  Dr.  Charles  Bell,  in  the 
course  of  a  speech  delivered  in  Manchester,  at  a  meeting  convened  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  establishing  Day  Nurseries  in  that  town, 
stated,  that '  thirty-eight  per  cent,  of  poor  children  died,  who  would 
not  die  if  they  were  properly  attended  to.*  Mr.  Clay's  investigations 
showed,  that  out  of  about  eight  hundred  families  of  married  men 
employed  in  the  mills  of  Preston,  the  children  living  in  each  family 
averaged  2*7,  dead,  1*6;  and  that  seventy -six  out  of  every  hundred 
had  died  under  five  years  of  age.  Yet  this  calculation  does  not  give 
us  a  full  conception  of  the  ravages  which  death  makes  amongst  the 
children  of  the  poor;  inasmuch  as  the  investigator  declares,  that  of 
the  eight  hundred  families  he  examined,  only  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  mothers  apeared  to  be  working." 


PUBLIC   NURSERIES,  &c. 

A  MEEtiNC  took  place  id  the  Mayor's  Parlour,  Town  Mall,  Man- 
chester, chiefly  attended  by  members  of  the  Church  of  England, 
having  for  its  object  the  establishment  of  public  nurseries  in  Man- 
chester. Though  the  scheme  is  repudiated  by  some  persons,  on  the 
ground  of  a  too  near  approach  to  a  communist  system,  this  did  not 
prevent  some  highly  influential  parties  from  attending.  Among 
others  we  had  the  Bishop  of  Manchester,  Archdeacon  Rush  ton,  and 
several  other  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England,  present.  In  all 
about  twenty  gentlemen,  and  twice  as  many  ladies,  attended. 

The  Mayor  presided,  but  said  he  did  so  merely  by  virtue  of  hit 
office — he  was  not  an  originator  of  the  scheme,  though  he  believed 
the  object  was  both  a  useful  and  good  one.  He  believed  that  the 
idea  came  originally  from  Paris,  and  that  what  was  to  be  here  pro« 
posed  to  be  done  had  already  been  accomplished  in  Paris,  with  con- 
siderable good  resulting  from  it.  An  attempt  has  also  been  made 
in  London,  which  had  so  far  been  successful.  It  certainly  appeared 
to  him  that  if  such  a  system  was  desirable  anywhere,  it  was  so  In 
Manchester  and  the  manufactuiing  districts  ;  for  it  was  one  of  the 
greatest  evils  of  the  manufacturing  system,  that,  by  the  employment 
of  women  and  children  as  well  as  men,  the  infants  of  these  dumm 
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trere  liable  to  be  much  neglected.  There  were  many  young  married 
women  employed,  and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  babes  of  these 
persons  were  left  at  home,  or  put  out  to  nurse,  and  much  neglected. 
He  met  the  objection  that  this  system  would  increase  the  reliance  of 
the  poor  upon  charity  and  destroy  self-respect,  by  saying,  he 
believed  it  was  not  intended  to  take  charge  of  the  children  entirely 
without  payment.  The  main  object  was  to  provide  proper  nurseries 
for  the  poor  children,  and  see  that  persons  capable  of  attending  to 
them  were  employed,  so  that  mothers,  by  the  payment  of  a  reasonable 
sum,  could  have  their  infants  admitted,  instead  of  leaving  them,  as 
now,  to  paid  nurses,  who  were  totally  unfit  to  be  entrusted  with  them. 

Mr.  Bell,  M.D.,  moved  the  first  resolution,  to  the  effect,  that  both 
io  a  physical  and  educational  point  of  view,  it  was  of  great  importance 
that  day-nurseries  be  established  for  infant  children  of  the  labouring 
classes.  A  very  great  deal  of  information  had  been  given  to  the 
public  by  the  reports  of  the  Health  of  Towns  Commissioners  of  late 
years,  showing  the  enormous  amount  of  mortality  among  the  children 
of  the  labouring  classes.  It  was  calculated,  that  for  seventeen  children 
of  the  gentry  class  which  died  out  of  every  hundred,  fifty-five  per 
cent,  died  among  the  poorer  classes.  Consequently,  thirty-eight  per 
eent.  of  the  children  of  the  poorer  classes  died  who  ought  not  to  die 
if  properly  tended ;  and  those  who  survived,  survived  through  a 
system  of  injurious  training,  and  filled  our  medical  charities  with 
patients,  and  our  poor-houses  with  paupers.  It  was  very  well  known 
that  in  all  our  great  manufacturing  towns  our  population  was  daily 
degenerating;  but  he  contended  that  this  deterioration  arose,  not 
from  any  unhealthiness  in  factory  labour,  but  from  the  neglect  of  the 
children  in  infancy,  while  their  mothers  were  engaged  at  the  mills. 

Mr.  F.  C.  Calvert,  in  seconding  the  motion,  alluded  to  the  inju- 
rious effects  resulting  from  the  extensive  use  of  cordials  by  the  day 
nurses,  to  whom  the  labouring  poor  at  present  entrusted  their  children, 
while  they  were  engaged  at  the  factories.  He  had  found,  upon 
inquir}',  that  in  Manchester  alone,  2000  gallons  of  cordial  were  sold 
every  year. 

Dr.  Lee  said,  that  of  all  the  deaths  that  took  place  in  Manchester, 
^  one-half  occurred  during  the  first  five  years  after  birth,  while  in 
other  parts  of  England  the  mortality  at  that  age  was  much  less.  In 
Derby,  for  instance,  in  one  district  with  which  he  was  acquainted, 
the  number  was  only  one-third  of  the  total  mortality.  He  fully 
confirmed  the  statements  of  Mr.  Calvert,  as  to  the  injurious  effects 
of  opiates.  He  certainly  thought,  that  in  establishing  the  proposed 
nurseries,  they  should  be  made  self-supporting,  because,  if  an  insti- 
tution of  this  kind  were  supported  by  public  contributions  alone,  a 
great  temptation  would  be  held  out  to  the  parents  to  neglect  their 
children  still  more,  and  indulge  in  drunkenness. 

The  Lord  Bishop  op  Manchester  said,  he  had  frequently  heard  the 
expression  made  use  of  by  the  various  speakers — *^  the  children  of  the 
poor."  He  could  never  consent  to  forego  the  noble  privilege  of  being 
permitted  to  contribute  to  the  necessities  of  the  poor.  But  it  was  not, 
in  the  usual  sense  of  the  term,  a  charitable  institution  they  proposed 
to  establish,  though  in  one  sense  a  most  charitable  one.     It  wa  s 
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intended  to  create  a  sympathy  between  one  class  of  society  and 
another.  It  was  intended  to  bring  those  of  Tarious  opinions  to  meet 
together  for  one  common  cause  of  humanity  and  love.  So  far  It 
was  a  charitable  institution.  But,  if  he  cordially  agreed  with  the  senti- 
ments of  the  gentleman  who  last  addressed  them,  that  they  shoald 
make  it  as  far  as  possible  a  self-supporting  institution,  he  trusted 
the  endeavours  of  this  meeting,  or  of  the  committee,  or  any  body  of 
men  appointed  by  this  meeting,  mouU!  be  directed  to  make  it  entirely 
self-supporting.  He  quite  concurred  with  the  remarks  of  tb^ 
medical  gentleman  who  had  spoken,  as  to  factory  labour  not  beiiig 
of  the  deleterious  character  it  was  generally  represented  to  be.  It 
was  true,  that  to  a  certain  extent  a  boon  would  be  conferred  by 
the  establishment  of  this  institution ;  it  was  true,  the  experiment 
must  be  made  at  the  expense  of  others  than  those  who  would  benefit 
by  it;  it  was  true,  that  certain  guarantees  must  be  found  for  the 
respectability  of  those  to  whom  the  management  of  the  institution 
would  be  entrusted ;  and  it  was  true,  that  there  would  be  another 
boon— that  the  magnitude  of  these  institutions  would  sometimes 
enable  those  engaged  in  supporting  them  to  supply  the  food  at 
cheaper  rates ;  and  also,  that  they  would  be  able  to  mingle  in  a 
common  work  of  love  with  those  of  higher  station  in  the  world  than 
themselves.  It  was  remarked  in  the  resolution,  that  both  in  a 
physical  and  educational  point  of  view,  it  was  of  great  importance 
that  day  nurseries  should  be  established.  As  regarded  the  physical 
point  of  view,  sufRcient  had  been  said  by  the  medical  gentlemen  who 
had  preceded  him,  and  to  whose  testimony  he  completely  subscribed. 
And,  in  an  educational  point  of  view,  the  promoters  of  this  institd- 
tion  had  no  'insidious  design  whatever.  The  tender  age  of  thiS 
children  would  render  it  impossible  even  to  suppose  that  there  could 
be  found  persons  so  dishonourable  and  base  as  to  seek  to  give  any 
party  or  sectarian  term  to  such  an  institution.  But  there  was  an 
education  in  habits  of  cleanliness  and  healthfulness,  that  was  of  thli 
highest  kind,  and  which  commenced  from  the  very  birth,  and  it  was 
that  education  which  they  sought  to  give  to  the  children  entrusted  to 
them.  He  owned  at  once,  it  was  their  intention  to  touch  and  reach 
the  parents  in  their  homes,  to  present  to  them  their  child  mor6 
healthy  in  habits,  better  in  physical  and  external  appearance,  as  well 
as  in  its  own  peculiar  habits  calculated  to  win  and  to  secure  their 
affections.  This  was  the  charity  which  they  sought  to  give  ;  not  the 
charity  of  indiscriminately  flinging  money  at  the  heads  of  the  poor^ 
and  bidding  them  pick  it  up  from  the  dust ;  but  the  charity  which 
called  upon  them  to  work,  to  sympathize,  and  unite,  in  the 
practical  object  of  extending  benevolence  to  those  around  them. 
The  promoters  of  the  institution  wislted  to  give  a  capital  to  establish 
it,  and  to  guarantee  the  respectability  of  its  managers ;  but,  as  he 
said  before,  they  invited  those  who  were  worthy  to  act,  and  willing  to 
act  with  their  fellow-men,  to  act  with  them  in  this  work  ;  and  ht 
trusted  that  whenever  any  institution  of  this  kind  was  erttablishedj 
a  committee  of  working  men  should  be  appointed,  on  equal  terms 
with  the  committee  of  subscribers,  as  an  additional  guarantee  to  tiie 
forking  people  of  its  respectability. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 
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The  Rev.  W.  M'Grath  moved  the  second  resolution — <*  That  in 
tnj  attempt  to  establish  a  day  nursery  it  should  be  held  as  a  funda- 
medtttl  principle,  that  it  be  made  as  much  as  possible  self-supporting, 
illd  hot  be  regarded  as  a  charitable  institution." 
r  Mr.  K.  S.  Sowlbr  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  carried  nnani- 
moaslj. 

A  resolution  was  afterwards  moved  by  Mr.  Salis  Schwabs,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Richard  Gardner,  and  carried  unanimously,  to  the  effect  that 
It  was  desirable  to  establish  an  experimental  day  nursery  as  speedily 
■■possible,  and  appointing  a  committee  of  gentlemen  to  carry  out  the 
reaolution. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Rotter,  the  county  coroner,  observed  that  the  number 
of  deaths  among  children  in  his  district,  from  accidental  poisoning  by 
eordials,  and  from  burns  and  scalds,  in  the  six  years  which  had  elapsed 
ilnee  May,  1844,  amounted  to  nearly  400. 


INSALUBRITY  OF  THE  KENSINGTON  POTTERIES. 

Tn  following  case  furnishes  a  good  illustration  of  the  necessity  of 
iAiiltary  regulations  to  check  contagious  disease,  and  at  the  same  time 
of  ihb  defective  provisions  of  the  present  law. 

In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  parts 
of  the  metropolis,  a  neighbourhood  studded  thickly  with  elegant  villus 
and  mansions — namely,  Bayswater  and  Notting  Hill,  in  the  parish  of 
Kiinslngton — is  a  plague-spot  scarcely  equalled  for  its  insalubrity  by 
toy  bther  in  London ;  it  is  called  the  Potteries.  It  comprises  some 
§6f%n  or  eight  acres,  with  about  260  housesj  (if  the  term  can  be  applied 
to  Buch  hovels,)  and  a  population  of  900  or  1000.  The  occupation 
of  the  inhabitants  is  principally  pig-fattening ;  many  hundreds  of  pigs, 
ducks,  and  fbwls  are  kept  in  an  incredible  state  of  filth.  Dogs 
abound  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  swine.  The  atmosphere  is 
■till  further  polluted  by  the  process  of  fat-boiling.  In  these  hovels 
discontent,  dirt,  filth,  and  misery,  are  unsurpassed  by  anything  known 
fveo  in  Ireland.  Water  is  supplied  to  but  a  small  proportion  of  the 
houses.  There  are  foul  ditches,  open  sewers,  and  defective  drains, 
imelling  most  offensivelv,  and  generating  large  quantities  of  poisonous 
gases;  stagnant  water  is  found  at  every  turn,  not  a  drop  of  ctean 
water  can  be  obtained, — all  is  charged  to  saturation  with  putrescent 
matter.  Wells  have  been  sunk  on  some  of  the  premises,  but  they 
have  become,  in  many  instances,  useless  from  organic  matter  soaking 
iuto  them ;  in  some  of  the  wells  the  water  is  perfectly  black  and  fetid. 
The  paint  on  the  window  frames  has  become  black  from  the  action  of 
■ulphuretted  hydrogen  gas.  Nearly  all  the  inhabitants  look  unhealthy, 
the  women  especially  complain  of  sickness,  and  want  of  appetite ; 
their  eyes  arc  sunken,  and  their  skin  shrivelled. 

tt  is  difficult  to  state  the  amount  of  disease  produced  by  so  much 
brganic  matter  decomposing  in  the  locality,  and  saturating  the  atmo- 
■ptaere  and  water  used  by  the  inhabitants.  But  during  three  years 
ending  December  1848,  there  were  seventy-eight  deaths }  of  these, 
■ixty-one  were  under  fifteen  yean  of  age»  fifty-five  under  five  years. 
The  OTorage  duration  of  life  In  the  three  ^earl  WM  onljr  tAtrth  years 
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and  seven  months.  In  the  first  four  months  there  occurred  twenty- 
eight  cases  of  smalUpox,  or  one  to  every  thirty-six  of  the  inhabitantSi 
while  throughout  the  other  part  of  the  parish  of  Kensington,  with  a 
population  of  97,000,  only  fourteen  cases  occurred,  or  one  to  sevm 
thousand — showing  that  the  Potteries  district  is  one  hundred  and 
ninety-four  times  more  liable  to  small-pox  than  the  remaining  portion 
of  the  parish.  The  same  may  be  said  of  typhus  fever  and  some  other 
zymotic  diseases. 

With  regard  to  cholera,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  disease 
occurred  not  only  in  the  same  streets  and  houses,  but  in  the  same 
rooms  that  had  been  visited  over  and  over  again  by  typhus.  Rooms 
were  pointed  out  by  the  medical  officer,  where  three  or  four  persons 
had  recovered  from  fever  in  the  spring  to  fall  victims  to  cholera  ia 
the  summer. 

The  poisonous  influence  of  this  pestilential  locality  extends  far  and 
wide.  Some  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  feet  off  there  is  a  row  of 
clean  houses,  called  Crafter-terrace  ;  the  situation,  though  rather  low, 
is  open  and  airy.  On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  eighth  and  ninth  of 
September,  1849,  the  inhabitants  complained  of  an  intolerable  stench, 
the  wind  then  blowing  directly  upon  the  Terrace  from  the  Potteries. 
Up  to  this  time,  there  had  been  no  case  of  cholera  among  the  inha- 
bitants ;  but  the  next  day  the  disease  broke  out  virulently,  and  on  the 
following  day,  the  11th  of  September,  a  child  died  of  cholera  at  No.  1. 
By  the  22nd  of  the  same  month,  no  less  than  seven  persons  in  the 
Terrace  lost  their  lives  by  this  fatal  malady. 

The  facts  connected  with  the  foregoing  case  surely  illustrate  the 
necessity  for  supervision  over  local  authorities  in  matters  connected 
with  tlie  public  health. — First  Report  of  the  Metropolitan  Sanitary 
Association.  

Donations  and  Subscriptions^  from  tlie  SOth  of  September 
to  the  3lst  of  October,  1850. 

•4*  Those  sums  to  which  (D.)  is  pnflzed  are  Donations;  aU  others  are  Annual  Subscripttoai. 


The  Worshipful  the  Company 

of  Goldsmiths  .  .  (D.)£100  0  0 
Sir  H.Webb,  Bt.,  Pall  MaU(D.)  10  0  0 
Bev.  B.  L.  Cotton,  D.D.,  Pro- 

TOst  of  Worcester  College, 

Oxford,  &«.     .     .     .     (D.)  10    0     0 


Dr.   Lewes,    Wiesbaden,    per 

Thos.  Twining,  Esq.  (D.)  10  0 
Richard  Fellowes,  Esq.,Eugle- 

field  House,  Reading  ..110 
H.    Goodford,    Esq.,   Yeovil, 

per  Mr.  Custard       .     .     .     0  10    0 


C.     Dixon,    Esq.,     SUnsted,  1  J.  C.  Hallewell,  Esq.,  Stroud,     0  10    0 

Emsworth 2    '2    0  D.  Powell,  Esq ,  Gamault-ter.     0  10    0 

Sir  Alexander  Hood,  Bt.,M.P.,  1                  ^      ^  ,, 

&c.,  Yeovil 110!                  Per  H,  Martin,  Agent. 

J.    Braitbwaite,     Esq.,     Old  !  The  very  Rev.  Dean  of  Ro- 


Broad-street  .  .  .  (D.)  10  0 
P.    Chalmers,    Esq.,    Aldbar 

Castle,  Brechin,  N.B.  ..110 
Mr.  J.  Harmer,  Newick,  Sussex  110 
H.  Menzies,  Esq.,  Altrencharo, 

near  Manchester   ....     1     1     0 


Chester 10  0 

J.  H.  Pattisson,  Esq.     ...  1     1  0 

W.  H.  Yaldwin,  Esq.     ...  1     1  0 

K.  King,  Esq 0  10  (T' 

C.  Ellis,  Esq 0  10  0 

W.  Harrison,  Esq 0  10  0 


Donations  per  Record   ...     1  10    0   |    W.  Parker,  Esq 0  10    0 

Printed  by  Thomab  C.  Savill,  at  his  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  Parish  of 
St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  published 
by  JoHV  Wood,  at  No.  HI,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  where  aU 
Oommnnieatione  are  to  be  addreeeed.— Sold  by  Seeley,  Fleet  Street ;  Nisbet  tni  Cq^ 
Bemers  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  London. 


83|ie  Ua^omtv*^  ffvimtf* 


DECEMBER,  1850. 


No.  LXXIX.  ^tlo  derieiJ.  Price  3^. 


jBOCIETY  FOR   IMPROVING  THE  CONDITION   OF 
THE  LABOURING  CLASSES. 


ooarxaarTS. 

PrOMcdin^  of  the  Society  during         i  Improvement  of  the  Condition  of  the 

Um  Month  of  November    .      .     .     103        Agrioultural  Laboarer    ....    20G 
Skigow  Model  Lodging  Houses    .     104  |  Mr.  SiJuey  Herbert's  Female  Emi- 

Bdinbnrgh  Model  Lodging- Honses  .     100  |      gration  Fund 20S 

^fotoa  Allotments — Annual  Supper    200  ,  Donations  and  Subscriptions  during 
Two  Letters  on  Co wkeeping  .     .     .    201        tlie  mouth  of  November     .     .     .    208 


PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  NOVEMBER. 

Exeter  Hall,  strand, 

Tm  Committee  met  on  Monday,  November  11th.  Present: — 
Wm.  Gregson,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair;  Rev.  S.  R.  Cattley,  Henry 
Roberts,  John  Sperling,  Alexander  Gordon,  F.  XL  N.  Glossop, 
ind  E.  H.  Fitzherbcrt,  Esqrs. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  of  the  21st  October,  were  read 
lod  confirmed. 

Allotments.— The  lease  of  the  land  at  Dovor  has  been  exe- 
cuted; the  land  divided,  and  the  tenants  will  be  put  into  imme- 
liate  possession. 

The  Allotment  Agent  reported  that  the  Fourteenth  Annual 
EUnt  Meeting  and  Supper  of  the  Aadlow  Tenants  was  held  at 
Jie  Town-hall,  Tonbridge,  on  Friday  evening,  November  the  1st, 
here  were  nearly  one  hundred  tenants  present  The  Chair 
WBB  taken  byW.  H.  Yaldwyn,  Esq.,  magistrate.  It  was  privately 
nentioned  during  the  evening,  that  about  twenty  men  as  tenants 
ivere  present,  who  had  been,  or  were  in  prison,  when  the  allot- 
Dents  were  first  commenced,  and  some  of  them  had  been 
fOipniitted  from  the  very  hall  where  they  were  now  assembled 
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as  steady  and  respectable  tenant?  of  th^  Society ;  and,  also,  tbtt 
the  whole  expense  of  the  evening's  entertainment  would  nfst  cost 
so  much  as  was  required  some  time  since  to  prosecute  one  man 
for  stealing  a  bundle  of  hop  poles. 

Dwellings. — The  Sub-Committee  report  that  the  buildingB 
in  Portpool-lane  are  progressing  rapidly;  that  the  Hononoy 
Architect  has  certified  that  the  first  instalment  of  the  contract  is 
due  to  the  builder,  in  consequence  of  whichj  they  have  authoiiied 
a  payment  of  £1000;  and  they  have  also  authorized  a  payment 
of  ^00  to  Messrs.  Winsland  and  Hollond,  on  account  of  the 
contract  of  the  Streathamnstreet  Family  Houses. 

It  was  resolved,  that  in  future  the  General  Committee  meet 
on  the  Third  Monday  in  the  month,  at  two  o'clock;  and  tbatAe 
Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings  meet  on  the  First  Monday  of  the 
month,  at  half-past  two  o'clock. 

They  have  further  to  report,  that  the  Houses  all  continue 
occupied,  the  Lodging  Houses  are  full,  and  the  Superintendents 
report  that  the  applications  for  admission,  which  they  are  obliged 
to  refuse,  are  very  numerous. 

Letters  were  read  from  Sir  Alex.  Hood,  Bart.,  Revs.  Dr. 
Gilly,  R.  Banning,  H.  Sewell,  G.  Greaves,  and  Herbert  Smith; 
Colonel  the  Hon.  James  Lindsay,  Capt.  Jervoise,  R.  Fello' 
T.  A.  Knoblock,  T.  Twining,  jun.,  Wm.  Beckfoid,  Ale: 
Gordon,  Esqrs. ;  Messrs.  Gravenor  and  Son,  W.  Creswick, 
Ouston,  Bridges,  Mason,  and  Bridges,  &c.  &c 


GLASGOW  MODEL  LODGING-HOUSES. 

The  first  general  meeting  of  the  Glasgow  Association  for  the  Eifi- 
blishment  of  Model  Lodging- Houses  for  the  Working  CiMsea  WV 
held  on  Tuesday,  the  24th  of  September,  in  the  Merchants'  UmB, 
Hutcheson-street.  Sir  James  Anderson,  Lord  Provost,  occupied  the 
chair.  The  chairman  was  supported  on  the  right  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Ashley,  and  on  the  left  by  3ir  John  Maxwell,  Bart.,  of  Ppliofi. 
We  also  observed  on  the  platform,  Alexander  Hastie,  Esq.,  M.P  for 
this  cityj  Sheriff  Bell ;  John  Henderson,  Esq.,  of  Park ;  W.  P. 
Paton,  Esq.;  James  Lumsdon,  Esq.,  of  Yoker;  Andrew  Wiogsts, 
Esq. ;  Charles  Baird,  Esq.,  writer :  James  Watson,  Esq.,  Seoretarfof 
the  Association ;  G.  L.  Walker,  Esq.,  banker ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Leiiii- 
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man,  of  Govan  ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Boyd,  of  the  Tron  Church  ;  the  Rev. 
Dr.  RuDciman,  of  St.  Andrew's  Church  ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Norman 
M'Leod ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Symington;  the  Rev,  Dr.  Buchanan; 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Smythe;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robson ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor; 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Jeffrey ;  &c.  &c. 

Dr.  Boyd  having  opened  the  meeting  by  prayer. 

The  Lord  Provost  rose  and  said,  that  this  Asuociation,  for  the 
formatibn  of  Model  Lodging-Houses  for  the  Working  Classes,  had 
been  formed  in  this  city  about  three  years  ago,  but  it  had  not  before 
presented  to  the  public  any  report  of  its  proceedings.  It  was  insti- 
tuted, as  the  meeting  were  aware,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  model 
lodging-houses  for  the  accommodation  of  the  poorer  classes,  and  with 
the  view  of  effecting  generally  an  improvement  in  that  description  of 
dwellings.  It  had  been  long  matter  of  deep  regret  to  all  who  had  paid 
any  attention  to  the  similar  condition  of  matters  in  all  large  towns, 
that  all  their  lodging-houses  were  for  the  mcst  part  of  the  most 
wratched  description,  overcrowded  and  unhealthy,  and  in  which  the 
deeencies  of  life  were  scarcely  observed.  In  their  own  city  it  was 
wdl  known  that  the  evil  was  one  of  great  magnitude,  and  called  on 
them  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost,  and  do  everything  in  their 
power  for  its  removal.  Great  difficulties  were  in  the  way,  but  it  was 
to  be  hoped  that  they  were  not  insurmountable.  In  London  and 
other  large  towns  something  had  been  done  to  provide  a  remedy  for 
that  class  of  society  on  whose  account  they  had  met  to-day.  They 
had  done  something  to  show  that  clean  and  comfortable  accommoda- 
tion might  be  provided  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  that  which  was  usually 
paid  for  the  most  filthy  and  unhealthy  accommodation.  It  was  greatly 
deaired  that  the  public  interest  in  this  city  should  be  increased  to  a  oon- 
sidarable  extent  in  favour  of  the  object,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  that 
the  meeting  to-day  would  have  the  effect  of  interesting  the  public 
more  generally  in  it  than  had  hitherto  been  the  case.  They  were 
fkvoured  to-day  with  the  presence  of  a  nobleman  whose  name  was 
associated  with  every  effort  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  industrious 
classes  of  the  people.  That  nobleman  (Lord  Ashley)  had  paid  much 
attention  to  this  subject,  and  he  (the  chairman)  was  sure  that  that 
noble  lord's  experience  and  counsel  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  them. 
The  secretary  (Mr.  Watson)  would  now  read  an  account  of  the 
soeiety's  proceedings,  after  which  they  would  be  addressed  by  the 
noble  lord  and  other  gentlemen  near  him  on  the  platform. 

Mr.  Watson,  the  secretary,  then  read  the  following  report  :-^ 

There  is  perhaps  no  city  in  the  empire  in  which  the  dwellings  of 
the  working  classes  call  more  loudly  for  the  attention  of  the  public, 
than  the  City  of  Glasgow.  The  vast  and  rapid  increase  of  popu- 
lation which  has  taken  place  for  several  years,  has  required  more 
aaple  and  suitable  accommodation  in  this  respect  than  what  has  been 
prorided  for  it.  Large  masses  are  crowded  together  in  the  worst 
looalities,  and  pent  up  in  the  most  confined  and  loathsome  lanes  and 
doses,  while  the  great  barrier  to  improvement  and  amelioration  is 
fonad  to  arise  from  the  want  of  other  and  better  accommodation,  to 
whieh  such  population  might  be  removed. 

Ni) 
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If  this  applies  to  the  permanent  dwellings  of  the  humbler  dasseiyit 
applies  with  equal  if  not  greater  force  to  those  temporary  residencet^ 
or  lodging-houses  for  the  industrial  classes,  which  are  used  by  a  large 
although  more  fluctuating  population,  consisting  of  persons  in  tem- 
porary employment,  individuals  coming  here  in  quest  of  work  or  for 
other  purposes  of  business,  domestic  servants  seeking  situations,  or 
persons  on  their  way  to  other  places. 

The  condition  of  a  large  portion  of  these  houses  will  be  best  de- 
scribed by  the  following  letter  received  some  time  since  from  the  kte 
Superintendent  of  Police,  Captain  VViUon : — 

"  I  have  had  occasion  frequently,  in  my  official  capacity,  to  visit 
some  of  the  common  lodging-houses  in  various  parts  of  the  city ;  but 
I  never  did  so  without  being  shocked  at  the  scenes  of  misery  and  de* 
pravity  which  met  my  eye.     Debauchery  and  vice  in  every  shape 
are  to  be  met  with  in  almost  every  house  of  this  description ;  but 
this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  understood  that  persons  of 
both  sexes,  and  of  every  description  and  age,  very  frequently  are 
huddled  together  in  one  common  apartment,  without  an  opportunity 
of  observing  (even  were  they  desirous  of  so  doing)  anything  like 
decency  or  decorum.     Poor  working-people,  both  men  and  women, 
are  cooped  up  in  those  dens  of  filth  and  iniquity,  in  company  with 
thieves  and  prostitutes,  and  are  forced  to  bear  with  the  drunken  brawls 
and  demoralizing  practices  of  the  abandoned  creatures  by  whom  they 
are  surrounded.     But  what  can  they  do?     The  poor  person  who 
earns  only  a  few  shillings  weekly,  cannot  afford  to  pay  more  than  two 
or  three  pence  per  night  for  lodging,  and,  consequently,  is  compellad     ^ 
either  to  wander  about  the  streets,  or  take  advantage  of  the  shelter  -a 
afforded  by   one  of  those  pestilential  dens.     The  keepers  of  toch  .ai 
houses  do  not  pay  the  slightest  attention  to  comfort  or  cleanline 
their  bed-clothes,  I  am  assured,  are  in  many  cases  unwashed 
months,  and  new  occupants  being  put  into  beds  from  which  per 
have  just  been  removed  to  the  Infirmary,  in  fever  or  other  infeetio 
diseases,  without  any  means  of  purification  being  resorted  to.    I^r 
short,  I  consider  such  houses  to  be,  not  only  nests  and  nurseries  *■ 
crime,  but  also  hotbeds  of  disease,  which  it  is  most  desirable  to  snp^^ 
press,  or  so  to  regulate,  as  to  remove,  so  far  as  possible,  the  evib  * — t 
which  I  have  referred.     With  a  view  to  steps  being  taken  towar-W 
this  end,  I  am  at  present  engaged,  by  desire  of  the  Police  Committer 
in  preparing  a  return  of  the  number  of  lodging-houses  in  the  cil^^ 
and  the  number  of  apartments,  beds,  and  lodgers  in  each  house ;  hut 
I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  complete  the  survey." 

The  directors  are  happy  to  say  that  there  are  some  respcctabfa 
lodging-houses,  and  to  all  such  they  are  desirous  of  giving  every  en- 
couragement and  support.  Their  experience,  however,  enables  them 
fully  to  confirm  the  statement  given  above  of  a  large  portion  of  tks 
houses  referred  to — that  they  are  the  receptacles  of  filth  and  disease^ 
and  too  often  the  haunts  of  vice,  and  the  means  of  spreading  botk 
disease  and  immorality  to  a  fearful  extent.  Such  is  their  crowded 
state,  that  the  police  affirm  that  were  the  police  regulations  as  to 
restricting  the  numbers  in  each  house  to  be  enforced,  they  would 
turn  out  5000  persons  nightly  into  the  streets. 
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It  was  with  the  vie>v  of  in  some  degree  lessening  these  evils,  of 
roYidiDg  a  shelter  where  respectable  individuals  of  the  working 
amcB  might  find  themselves  free  from  such  contaminatory  influences, 
kI  by  showing  what  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  endeavouring  to 
ibe  the  low  standard  of  lodging-houses,  that  this  association  was 
lunded,  in  April,  1847. 

Accordingly,  on  24th  June,  1847,  the  directors  opened  their  expe- 
mentai  house  in  Mitchell-street,  the  operation  of  which  soon  jus- 
fiod  their  proceeding  with  the  formation  of  another  establishment 
aoD  a  more  ample  and  advantageous  scale.  With  the  amount  so 
indsomely  subscribed  by  a  number  of  benevolent  individuals,  they 
ere  enabled  to  purchase,  on  favourable  terms,  a  large  piece  of 
roand  fronting  the  Green,  and  on  which  were  buildings  convertible 
» their  purpose.  These  buildings  have  been  so  converted,  and  now 
n&  a  commodious  and  comfortable  resort  for  the  well-doing  working 
asses,  who,  for  Qd.  per  night,  or  Is,  6d,  per  week,  have  each  a  se pa- 
te berth  for  the  night,*  and  every  convenience  for  living  during 
e  day. 

The  steady  increase  which  has  taken  place  in  the  lodgers  in  this 
^nse  has  been  all  that  could  be  wished.  For  a  considerable  time, 
urt  of  the  house  continued  unfurnished,  and  although  there  were  120 
trthSf, these  were  only  fitted  up  gradually,  as  the  demand  increased, 
he  whole  are  now  complete,  and  the  demand  is  such,  that  almost 
cry.  bed  is  occupied  each  night ;  and  from  the  increasing  demand, 
lar  directors  fully  calculate,  that  in  a  few  weeks  they  will  find  the 
^plication  for  beds  much  beyond  what  they  are  able  to  supply.  The 
tarns  for  the  last  week  were  as  follows  : — 

Weekly  list  of  lodgers,  Greendyke- street  Lodging-house,  from 
mday  the  15th  to  Saturday  the  2lst  September,  1850: — 

Males  Males      Moles      Females    Married  couples 

at  3d.  at4d.      at  Gd.        at  dd.  at  Od.  Total. 

15 69  23—4                   2  100 

16 73  20—4                   3  103 

.    17 70  18—4                   4  100 

18 70  22—4                   3  102 

19 71  23           1           4                   3  105 

20 72  21—4                   4  105 

21 68  24—4                   3  102 

Totol...493       151  1         28  44  717 

The  annual  weekly  surplus,  after  paying  expenses,  has  been,  from 
I  6th  July  till  14th  September,  1850,  4/.  17*.  6d.  The  Directors 
re  to  congratulate  the  subscribers  and  friends  of  the  Association  on 
I  lesult  of  this  house,  which  now  not  only  supports  itself,  but  with 
KHitinaation  of  the  present  weekly  drawings,  and  placing  against  it, 
t  only  the  current  charges  on  the  house  itself,  but  also  the  general 
penses  of  the  Association,  will  yield  a  return  of  fully  6^  per  cent. 
the  money  expended  on  it.  If,  however,  two  such  houses  were  in 
srationi  so  that  the  general  expenses  of  the  Association  were  divided 


198  THfi  LABOURBR^S  FRIEitD. 

between  them,  the  return  would  be  7i  per  cent.  These  results  have 
not  been  attained  without  some  labour  and  attention,  and  it  will  not 
occasion  surprise  when  it  is  stated  that  to  accomplish  them,  IIm 
Directors  have  had  to  incur  a  debt  amounting  to  about  260/.  Then 
is  also  a  large  piece  of  vacant  ground,  the  cost  of  which  is  indaded, 
and  which,  when  sold,  will  lessen  the  cost  and  likely  raise  the  retWB 
to  8}  per  cent. 

The  house  in  Mitchell-street  has  given  your  Directors  much  anxiont 
consideration.  Finding  that  it  was  well  attended,  and  prodaciiTe  of 
advantages  to  the  public — the  numbers  accommodated  in  it  while  in 
operation,  having  amounted  to  upwards  of  38,000  individuals  tiwj 
were  extremely  reluctant  at  the  expiry  of  the  lease  to  abandon  it,  bat 
the  heavy  rent  which  they  had  to  pay,  and  the  nature  of  the  buildtagy 
which  prevented  them  ever  making  it  a  complete  and  self-supporting 
model-house,  decided  them  to  endeavour  to  procure  some  party  to 
take  it  up  and  conduct  it  on  the  same  principles  as  those  on  whicii  it 
had  been  founded.  This,  however,  they  found  impracticable,  and|  ia 
consequence,  after  removing  the  furniture  to  Low  Green-street*  they 
have  not  renewed  the  lease. 

The  Directors  have  much  satisfaction  in  mentioning  the  freedom 
from  disease  which  has  attended  the  inmates  of  both  establishmeat^ 
and  the  general  orderly  conduct  by  which  they  have  been  eha* 
racterized. 

The  Low  Green-street  house  is  supplied  with  Bibles,  with  sereral 
of  the  religious  periodicals,  with  newspapers,  and  also  with  one  or 
two  of  the  amusing  and  lighter  weekly  publications ;  and  it  is  ~ 
that,  by  the  kindness  of  friends  a  library  will  soon  be  formed.  Byl 
attention  of  the  City  Mission,  there  is  Divine  service  every 
forenoon. 

Thus  far  the  Directors  have  proceeded;  but,  looking  to  the 
field  on  which  they  have  to  operate,  (the  little  that  has  as  yet  \ 
accomplished  is  obliging  the  owners  of  the  present  low  lodging-hq 
to  raise  their  standard,)  and  the  great  want  of  such  model-housei  m« 
several  of  the  districts  of  our  city,  they  are  desirous  of  going  forWanf 
in  the  extension  of  what  appears  to  them  not  only  one  of  the  sanitary 
reforms  so  much  required  here,  but  one  of  the  means  for  cheoklnj^ 
the  spread  of  vice.     They  beg  in  particular  to  call  the  attention  o/ 
the  public  to  the  great  want  that  exists  of  a  female  lodging  hontey  ai 
being  even  of  more  importanee   than  those  for  males.     Althongi 
accommodation  was  offered  in  both  of  their  establishments  for  ain^ 
females,  yet  it  has  been  taken  advantage  of  only  to  a  limited  ezteBt 
While  the  numbers  of  males  accommodated  in  the  Low  Green-flnet 
house  has  been  42,408,  the  number  of  females  has  been  only  ISTTi 
They  are  convinced  from  various  circumstances,  houses  resorted  to  If 
males  will  never  be  much  resorted  to  by  females,  and  that  the  adnuit^l 
of  such  houses  can  only  be  rendered  available  to  females  by  estaUishfaig 
houses  solely  for  their  use  and  those  of  married  couples ;  and  it  ll 
hoped  that  the  consideration  of  the  want  of  protection  felt  by  virtMai 
females  in  a  strange  town,  the  snares  so  artfully  laid  for  them  by 
persons  of  both  sexes,  and  the  fearful  consequences  daily  reinldig 
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from  the  ruin  of  these  hapless  victims,  will  induce  the  public  to  come 
forward  to  promote  this  great  object. 

The  t}tt6cta»8  b«g  to  i^turil  iheit  tiiost  sincere  thanks  to  the  sub- 
•eribers  for  their  handsome  subscriptions — ^to  the  Kirk  Sessions  of  St. 
9mtrg^B  fbr  thd  liberal  donatioh  of  301.,  sent  through  Mr.  Andrew 
Wiafpite^io  tho  eongregation  of  St<  Matthew's,  and  the  Rct.  Mt. 
WMmmi  for  the  proceeds  of  a  collection  made  for  this  ussoeiation — 
fh  Ike  Kirk  Hession  of  Free  8t*  Etiooh's,  for  a  sum  Also  oootributed 
^tktim-i«mid  to  the  West  of  Scotlatid  Bible  Society,  for  a  stipply  of 

Tbtff  have  also  to  ofibr  their  beet  thanks  to  the  Ret.  Dt^  Seor^sby 
Air  Mi  Moellenl  seiefitifie  leetttre  on  the  Magnetic  Needle,  the  pro- 
«lMi  of  whieh  were  given  to  this  ftssoclatlott  i  and  also  fbr  a  seeotid 
Mwiara  |lt«ii  by  him,  Sit  which  he  ftbly  advocated  the  e^Use  of  this 
iMHtftlon. 

•  Tlw  Dlfeetdfs  inf ite  the  ed-opefbtion  of  the  pttblie  generAlly,  Md 
«f  fNMotii  hAvlng  a  little  liide  at  their  dlsposali  iif  this  i(tofki  fthith, 
tkiy  INsi)  b?  Ih«  bleftslog  of  Ood^  may  prOddc«  beneftokil  i^^solfs  to 
Ik^MMbiinUy. 

•  We  r^gr^t  etHMdiagly  that  Mf  Utnlte  pretent  Mr  giviftg  itMnion 
10  Lifd  Afthley's  very  able  s)>ee<^,  ai  WeH-fts^  the  tfpeMlMtt  of  fteverat 
fillliiiiett  who  addresasd  the  meeliog. 

Ill  1 1*11-    irfi'<    *  a    ii  w>   Kiriaiii 


EDINBURGH  MODEL  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Xn  eobsorlbera  and  friends  of  this  s^hende  tnet  tn  the  rooms 
of  the  Religious  Institution,  6,  York^pla^,  Edlttbutfh^^the  neet- 
\mg  bdag  oldled  for  the  purpose  of  hiring  Lord  Ashley  lo  regard 
to  tko  improvement  of  domiciles  for  the  labouring  elAtteSy  ifi  wnidh 
iMmithrepIo  movement  his  lordihlp  haH  long  taken  a  di^iti- 
IvWMI  pin.  The  scheme  id  view  of  the  sybeeribere  is  fo  ei^Ot  a 
mfgB  MlidiBgv  <Mipable  of  accommodating  forty  families,  on  the  most 
if|MHlvwi  principles,  and  with  all  the  aidi  to  domestic  and  Mlnilary 
iMMllHrl  iatrodneed  Into  the  model  houses  of  similar  metfopolitaii 
■MialionSi  The  ^te  ited  upon  is  behind  Joha  Knot's  Homie, 
iIMMBowi  and  the  building  is  etpeeted  to  cost  about  5,000<:,  four- 
Mllhi  of  whieh,  we  believe,  are  already  subscribed  foh  It  H  also  tfin- 
•fliflated  to  fit  tip  several  houses  la  the  neighbourfaoodi  and  thus 
m^M  Oomfortable  accommodation  for  other  tweaty-flte  families. 
iMoag  thoiBa  preseat  were-^Lord  Ashley,  Profossor  Swiatoa,  Sheriff 
kmffsM,  Rev.  Dr.  Hunter,  Rev.  Dr.  Mackeller,  the  ReVi  W.  Mac- 
Mtla^  Netrth  Leigh,  the  Rev.  J.  JaffVay,  Dr.  Smyttan^  Robert  Cot, 
bl|.i  Robert  Clark,  Esq.,  John  Wigham,  j«a.*.  Eeq.r  and  Others. 
1  Ashley  addressed  the  meeting,  aad  oO  the  motion  of  Df .  Hobiar, 
1  by  Dr.  Smyttan>  received  a  vote  of  thabks. 
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OVERTON  ALLOTMENTS— ANNUAL  SUPPER. 

On  Monday,  the  11th  of  Nov.,  the  Annual  Allotment  Supper  given  by 
Wyndham  Spencer  Portal,  Esq.  of  Malshanger  House  (a  gentleman 
highly  esteemed  by  all  classes  for  his  great  exertions  towards  elevating 
and  bettering  the  condition  of  the  industrious  poor,  carrying  not  in 
^vords,  but  in  actions,  the  spirit  of  the  motto,  *'  Industry  ensures  ita  own 
reward/')  came  off  with  great  spirit  at  the  White  Hart  Inn,  when  200 
men  sat  down  to  a  good  and  substantial  meal,  after  the  old  English 
fashion;  On  the  morning  of  the  supper,  the.  show  of  vegetables  from 
the  allotments  (24  acres)  was  arranged  in  a  room  previous  to  tlio 
awarding  of  the  prizes  (to  the  amount  of  7/!.)  by  the  judges.  Tlie 
show,  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  far  exceeded  that  of  aoy  previous 
annual  meeting.  ^The  number  of  competitors  was  also  far  greater 
than  on  any  former  occasion.  The  day  wal  treated  as  a  half  holiday 
by  the  town,  flags  were  flying,  and  everything  demonstrated  a  feeling 
of  joy  and  happiness  on  the  part  of  the  labouring  and.  other  daases  mi 
the  occasion.  It  is  almost  needless  to  add  that,  as  usual,  the  rents  for 
these  allotments,  which  are  full  rents,  were  well  paid  up,  and  the 
greatest  good  feeling  pervaded  all  classes.  At  half-past  five  o'docKf 
Mr.  W.  Portal  arrived,  (accompanied  by  those  of  the  gentry,  and  some 
of  the  most  influential  farmers  who  were  donors  of  prizes,)  and  took 
the  chair. 

After  supper,  business  commenced  with  the  chairman  propoiiDg 
that  true  British  toast,  <<  The  Queen,"  which  was  most  heartily 
sponded  to.     The  health  of  the  worthy  chairman  was  next  proposed^ 
which  was  drank  with  great  cheering. 

Mr.  W.  Portal  then  rose  and  said,  that  gratifying  as  it  was  tohimoi 
on  all  occasions  to  find  his  name  received  with  applause,  it  was  by  fiir 
the  most  grateful  to  his  feelings  to  receive,  as  he  did  on  the  preiriemi 
occasion,  the  cheers  of  the  poor  labouring  man,  considering  them,  and 
he  believed  he  might  do  so,  as  tokens  of  gratitude  that  the  labouriog 
population  of  the  parish  and  neighbourhood  of  Overton  evinced  lee- 
wards him.     He  (Mr.  W.  Portal)  had  been  taught  from  bis  eariisit 
childhood  his  duties  to  his  neighbours,  both  rich  and  poor,  and  be 
trusted  that  it  should  never  be  justly  said  of  him,  that  while  he  endai* 
voured  to  fulfil  them  towards  the  upper  classes,  he  had  overlooked  or 
neglected  the  lower  class.     The  present  was  indeed,  to  him  at  leases 
roost  cheerful  sight,  when  the  landlord,  the  tenant,  and  the  labooreri 
met  at  the  same  festive  board,  and  he  wished  that  they  met  thus,  mnek 
oftener ;  they  met  also  with  the  most  friendly  feelings  towards  eack 
other,  and  were  assembled,  not  merely  for  amusement  and  recreatioBi 
eating  and  drinking,  but  also  that  he  (Mr.  W.  Pqrtal)  might  havQ  ibe 
opportunity,  as  he  was  sure  he  had  the  inclination,  of  considering  with 
them  some  of  the  various  matters  which  affect  the  welfare  of  so  laige 
a  number  of  his  fellows,  hoping  thereby  in  some  measure  to  amelio- 
rate their  condition  ;  with  this  point  in  view,  he  had  the  pleasure  that 
evening  of  presenting  to  each  successful  candidate,  in  addition  to  the 


VBE  LABOUBEB'8  FBIBND.  201 

prises,  a  copy  of  a  most  useful  little  work  by  Mr.  Paxtoo,  on  the  cul- 
tivation and  management  of  the  Cottage  Gardenj  a  book  well  known 
'  to  all  gardenetSy  and  to  the  higher  classes  generally,  and  which  he  had 
now  ^very  reason  to  hope,  would  soon  be  well  known  to,  and  he  trusted 
^alao,  duly  appreciated  by  his  allotment  occupiers— -(cheers.)    That 
theaq  books,  by  being  lent  by  the  successful  candidates  to  their  unsuc- 
ceaeful  neighbours,  and  circulated  generally  in  the  neighbourhood, 
might  be  a  means,  however  slight,  of  adding  to  the  comfort  of  them- 
.selves  and  their  families,  was  his  most  ardent  wish.     By  reading  it, 
they  would  see  how  they  could  improve  their  own  condition,  and  he 
."^iahed  all  who  heard  him,  to  understand  and  to  remember  that  it  was 
upon  their  own  exertions  they  must  depend,  not  only  for  rising  in  the 
"world,  but  even  for  maintaining  their  present  position.     The  helpless, 
those  entirely  dependent  on  charity,  are  not,  or  ought  not  to  be,  those 
with  whom  we  alone  sympathize,  but  those  demand  our  assistance 
most,  who  most  assist  themselves,  and  who  are  cherishing  their  own 
independence — (loud  clfeers.)     Many  who  heard  him  might  think  it 
would  be  a  lasting  benefit  to  themselves,  as  well  as  to  the  nation  at 
large,  were  the  rich  to  share  their  wealth  with  the  poor,  and  many 
might  wish  to  have  an  equal  division  of  property  ;  but  when  he  assured 
them,  that  were  the  property  of  this  country  equally  divided,  there 
would  not  be  a  sovereign  a  piece  for  them ;  and  when  they  reflected 
how  very  little  permanent  benefit  any  of  them  would  derive  from  such 
a  division,  their  good  sense  would  tell  them  that  all  employment  would 
then  almost  entirely  cease,  and  that  on  the  contrary,  the  comfort  and 
welfare  of  the  labouring  classes  depended  in  a  great  measure  on  the 
unequal  distribution  of  wealth-^hcar,  hear.)     A  method  of  improv- 
ing their  condition  is  suggested  by  the  fact,  that  £50,000,000  a  year, 
which  is  more  than  the  whole  annual  rental  of  the  land  of  this  coun- 
try, is  spent  by  the  people  of  England  in  spirituous  liquors;  this 
was  an  extraordinary  fact,  but  he  believed  it  to  be  true.     Having 
now  occupied  as  much  of  their  attention  as  he  thought  he  was  entitled 
to,  he  would  merely  congratulate  them  upon  the  complete  success 
of  the  allotment  system  iu  that  parish — (cheers.)     It  was  now  of 
five  years'  standing.     At  its  commencement  many  of  the  neighbour- 
ing gentry  and  farmers  predicted  its  speedy  failure,  and  subsequent 
abandonment ;  some  predicted  that  the  rents  would  not  be  paid,  while 
others  predicted  that  the  employer  would  be  deprived  of  some  of  the 
labour  of  the  employed — (hear,  hear.)     But  what  was  the  result  now  ? 
He  (Mr.  W.  Portal)  was  now  supported  on  his  right  and  left  by  all 
the  most  influential  of  the  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  had 
come  there  to  testify  their  cordial  approbation  of  the  allotment  system, 
and  all  of  whom  he  was  happy  to  say  were  the  donora  of  the  prizes  he 
had  that  day  distributed — (loud  cheers.)     He  looked  forward  with 
great  pleasure,  to  many  more  meetings  of  the  same  company,  and  he 
trusted   that,  under  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  each  year 
might  find  them,  their  wives,  and  their  families,  more  prosperous  and 
more  self-maintaining,  and  their  general  condition  improved.  Mr.  W. 
Portal  resumed  his  seat  amidst  tremendous  cheering,  which  lasted 
•ome  minutes. 
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The  health  of  our  worthy  member,  Mdtilto  FMili  Efq^  %■•  flMNi 

proposed,  and  drank  with  gremt  eheerlog^ 

Mr.  W.  Portal  then  rose,  and  proposed  the  helilth  of  Ite  dIMioNof 
prises,  the  judges,  fcc,  which  was  drank  with  three  limes  three. 

It  18  but  justice  to  add,  that  the  judges  desenred  great  credit  fbr  the 
taste  which  was  displayed  in  setting  out  the  Tegetable*  for  tke  Ifeinr, 
and  their  skill  and  impartiality  in  awarding  the  priies,  which  Wae  miC 
a  very  easy  task,  the  produce  being  so  very  fine  generally*  The  liberal 
circulation  of  Mr.  Paxton's  little  work,  *  The  Cottage  Calendar  of 
Garden  Operations'  amongst  the  lower  ordert  will,  it  is  hoped>  hive  a 
▼ery  beneficial  effect  in  many  ways,  and  we  hope  that  the  patrone  of 
the  allotment  system  in  other  placet  will  lose  no  time  iA  dlatribvtia^ 
them  widely  amongst  their  tenantry^ 


TWO  LETTERS  ON  COWKEEPING. 

W£  republished,  in  September  last,  from  The  Morning  CkranicU,  a 
letter  addressed  by  Miss  Harriet  Martineau  to  the  goremor  of  the 
Quiltcross  Union  workhouse,  detailing  the  result  of  *'  a  amall  attempt 
at  farming,"  undertaken  with  a  view  of  showing  how  ^'a  certain 
amount  of  labour  waiting  for  employment  can  be  best  made  arailable.'* 
This  letter,  and  a  second  on  the  same  subject,  have  just  been  pnb* 
lislied  in  a  pamphlet  form,  under  the  title  of  Two  Letten  an  Com* 
keeping*  In  a  brief  preface,  Miss  Martineau  statesi  that  ^*  the  atlentf9D 
excited  by  the  appearance  of  the  first  of  these  letters  in  a  newspaper 
has  compelled  its  publication  in  a  separate  form,  and  the  eontinuatioB 
of  the  subject  in  a  second  letter.  At  a  time  when  events  are  direeting 
many  minds  to  the  consideration  of  the  value  and  proper  uses  of  land, 
the  experience  of  the  humblest  cultivator  may  be  of  service;  and 
I  am  therefore  not  ashamed  of  putting  into  print  the  results  of  as 
small  an  experiment  as  can  well  be  made."  The  following  is  the 
second  letter: —    • 

"  Ambleside,  October  5, 18M. 

''  My  dear  Sir, — I  promised  to  report  progress  when  we  had  had 
experience  of  another  season  of  our  farming  plan.  I  came  hone 
yesterday,  after  an  absence  of  nearly  three  months;  and  I  think  I 
cannot  do  better  than  tell  you  precisely  the  state  in  which  I  find  my 
farming  affairs. 

'*  I  related  to  you,  last  January,  that  we  had  in  great  measure 
maintained  two  cows,  and  supplied  ourselves  with  vegetables  far  tlie 
table  (except  winter  potatoes),  from  less  than  an  acre  and  a  quarter  of 
ground.  Of  this  ground,  three  quarters  of  an  acre  were  grass;  afid 
grass  and  hay  are  such  expensive  food  for  cows,  that  I  should  Mt 
devote  any  ground  for  their  growth,  but  for  other  consideratioB»-^ 
such  as  (he  view  from  the  windows.  We  ascertained,  finally,  that 
we  maintained  a  cow  and  a  half  on  our  gronnd,  and  that  the  purchase 
of  what  was  needful  for  the  other  half  maintenance  of  one  cow  was 
made  well  worth  by  her  milk  and  manure,  and  by  our  having  stalls 


room  for  her,  and  a  pair  of  hands  to  wait  upon  hen  Still  we  felt 
that  we  Bhoald  like  to  feed  our  two  cows  whollj  at  home;  and 
Robert  again  and  again  hinted  that  he  should  like  to  take  in  half  an 
a^re  from  the  next  field.  The  good  fellow  said  nothing,  and,  I  am 
lieraaaded,  thought  nothing  about  an  increase  of  wages  (br  this  addi- 
tional work ;  but  I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  thought  of  it.  He  is  to 
hm'fm  his  cottage  rent-free  henceforth,  in  addition  to  his  12s.  per 
iveok,  for  the  year  round.  We  considered  that  another  half-acre 
irould  set  us  at  ease  completely,  and  raise  us  above  our  close  depen- 
dence on  good  seasons  and  other  accidents.  The  owner  of  the  land 
could  not  sell  it;  but  he  has  given  me  a  ten-years'  lease  of  it;  and 
there  it  is  now  before  my  eyes^  with  six  tods  of  cow-food  upon  it, 
^endes  a  goodly  asparagus  bed>  some  grass^  and  a  portion  where  we 
mean  to  try  a  growth  of  lucerne. 

'^  The  land  was  in  bad  condition — overgrown  with  obstinate  weeds. 
A  mat  slice  of  it  is  injured  by  the  growth  of  a  row  of  five  ash  trees ; 
and  it  is  impossible  to  drain  it  efibctually,  from  there  being  no 
aofficient  outlet ;  the  proprietor  of  another  field,  which  lies  corner- 
wise  between  mine  and  the  river,  not  thinking  proper  to  drain  his 
own,  and  thereby  closing  up  mine.  In  consideration  of  these  draw- 
baeksy  I  have  my  half-acre  on  the  low  rent  (as  it  is  considered  here) 
of  1/.  I5s.  a-year.  The  fencing  cost  me  scarcely  anything,  as  I  had 
nearly  enough  of  the  best  kind  of  hurdles.  I  had  only  to  get  a  gate, 
and  two  more  hurdles.  I  faired  the  strongest  and  best  spadesman  I 
eeald  obtain,  to  whom  I  paid  21,  10^.  for  digging  the  half  of  the  new 
piece.  Robert  dug  the  other  half.  I  may  observe  here,  that  the 
tiien  seemed  to  work  alike — paring  off  the  weedy  sod,  burying  it  deep 
and  npside  down,  and  digging  heartily.  But,  a  few  weeks*  afterwards, 
it  seemed  as  if  a  line  had  been  drawn  across  the  half-acre — Robert's 
portion  being  almost  as  clean  as  at  first,  and  the  other  man's  greenish 
with  weeds.     So  much  for  the  quality  of  the  labour ! 

**  I  laid  on  four  tons  of  well-rotted  stable  manure,  and  half  a  bag  of 
guano;  the  two  costing  me  1/.  16^.  The  whole  expense — the 
fencing,  digging  (which  is  a  thing  done  with),  manuring,  and  rent, — 
is  already  repaid  by  the  first  season's  produce.  There  can  be  no 
doul>t  of  the  next  season  paying  the  full  proportion  of  Robert's 
wages,  as  there  will  be  no  hired  spade-work,  and  little  or  no  purchase 
of  manure.  Under  the  ash  trees  we  grew  vetches,  as  the  soil  was 
not  deep  or  good  enough  for  roots.  Where  the  manure  had  stood 
to  rot,  we  got  some  very  fine  cabbages.  There  a^  now  Swedes  of 
fomt  ages,  Belgian  carrots,  and  mangold- wurzel.  I  have  just  got 
Robert  to  weigh  some  of  our  produce-— not  picking  out  the  very 
lai^gest.  It  must  be  remembered,  too,  that  the  cabbages  will  go  on 
growing  another  month,  and  the  turnips  and  beet  two  months  longer. 
The  cabbages  weigh  24lbs.  each  ;  the  turnips  (scraped  of  roots  and 
soil),  lUbs. ;  and  the  beets  and  Belgian  carrots,  each  2^1  bs.  I  do 
not  mention  these  weights  as  anything  wonderful,  but  as  giving  you 
an  idea  of  what  our  produce  is  like. 

**  Another  year,  when  the  ground  is  mellowed  and  loosened,  we 
oonfidently  expect  to  raise  ten  tons  of  food  on  the  new  half-acre,  in 
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spite  of  the  ash  trees.  We  have  now,  as  I  saidy  at  least  six.  la  the 
hay-house  is  above  a  ton  and  a-half  of  hay,  cut  early  enough  to  be 
fragrant  and  fine,  in  preference  to  being  heavier  and  of  inferior 
quality.  We  cut  our  hay  a  month  earlier  than  most  of  our  neigln 
bours.  I  think  that  it  was  on  the  20th  of  June.  Well ;  on  our  oUier 
plots  of  ground  we  have  at  least  two  tons.  On  the  whole,  I  should  say, 
we  shall  have  ten  tons  ;  and  oar  cows  consume  eight  in  the  winter, 
from  crop  to  crop ;  so  I  consider  that,  if  our  roots  keep  well,  we  are 
provided  till  the  spring.  We  have  potatoes  for  six  weeks  after  our 
autumn  vegetables  are  done,  and  plenty  of  celery,  cabbages,  cauli- 
flowers,  &c.,  &c.  It  really  quite  amuses  me,  on  going  round  on  my 
return  home,  to  see  the  quantity  of  cabbages  pricked  out  for  an  earlj 
spring  crop.  Wherever  there  is  room  for  a  cabbage  to  grow,  there 
one  puts  up  its  head.  The  seed-beds  seem  still  full ;  and  as  fast  as 
we  clear  a  foot  of  ground,  there  goes  in  a  cabbage.  W^e  find  your 
Norfolk  seed  the  best  for  the  early  crop;  and  the  heavy  Scotch 
cabbage  for  what  we  here  call  <  the  back  end  of  the  year.'  A  terrible 
and  really  extraordinary  flood,  which  occurred  last  February,  cut  off 
our  early  crop  of  cabbages;  and  some  of  our  neighbours  have  no 
belief  that  we  can  raise  them  in  this  climate.  We  mean  to  persevere 
in  trying,  however ;  and  if  we  fail  again,  we  have  food  enough  for 
next  spring ;  so  that  our  minds  are  easy. 

'*  This  was  our  worst  disaster  since  we  began.     Let  us  see  what  our 
other  drawbacks  have  been.     We  have  partly  failed  in  our  first  great 
potato  crop.     The  rot  destroyed  a  few  ;    but  a  greater  mischief  was 
done  by  our  putting   them   between   the  rows  of  cabbages.      The 
cabbages  grew  so  much  larger  than  we  expected  that  they  half-stifled 
the  potatoes.     We  shall  know  better  another  year.     We  have  only  a 
six-weeks'  stock,  instead  of  a  three-months.'     Then,  both  the  calves 
this  year  arc  bull  calves,  and  they  will  not  sell ;   and  it  would  not 
answer  to  us  to  fatten  them.    I  find  that  cow  calves  are  down  to  17 s^ 
so  that  calves  are  not  what  they  were.     Again,  we  have  not  managed 
our  fowls  well.     I  find  them  now  all  moulting  at  once ;  and  I  suppose 
they  all  begin  to  lay  at  the  same  time.     We  must  see  about  having  a 
succession.     It  is  difllicult  to  get  broods  here.     The  cats  and  th^ 
hawks  make  terrible  havoc ;  and  we  actually  have  not  a  chick  this  year^ 
abundant  as  eggs  have  been.     We  have  now  a  stout  netting  over  th^ 
poultry  yard,  and  have  introduced  some  improvements,  so  that  wo 
hope  our  specimens  of  the  pure  Minorca  breed  may  multiply.    1  thinic 
our  list  of  misfortunes  ends  here. 

"  The  pasture  is  Robert's  pet,  and  it  is,  to  be  sure,  in  fine  condition. 
<  Thinking  in  his  bed,'  as  he  says,  he  devised  a  contrivance  (at  the 
cost  of  4s,  6J.)  by  which  the  liquid  manure  barrel  is  made  to  shed  its 
contents  like  a  water  cart ;  and  the  grass  grows  thick  and  rich, 
compared  with  last  year,  though  Robert  expects  a  good  deal  of 
improvement  yet.  He  is  now  going  to  try  his  hand  upon  a  whett 
crop,  on  a  plot  which  has  grown  roots  these  two  years.  We  may  u 
well  try,  now  wc  have  a  little  more  space  to  turn  ourselves  in.  The 
bran  and  straw  will  be  very  useful,  and  we  shall  see  what  we  caa 
make  of  the  grain.  If  we  succeed,  I  suppose  we  shall  grow  nearly  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  of  grain  yearly,  turn  and  turn  about.     You  see 
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that,  exclusive  of  the  patch  of  pasture,  we  are  now  feeding  our  cows 
and  supplying  our  own  vegetables^  from  less  than  an  acre  of  land. 

*<  I  find  the  cows  now  yielding  more  than  the  average — twenty-five 
quarts  daily.  As  we  are  now  Iieeping  two  pigs  at  a  time,  and  as  milk 
is  more  abundant  in  the  neighbourhood  than  it  was  when  we  began,  I 
believe  we  shall  henceforth  make  a  greater  point  of  the  butter,  and  less 
of  the  milk.  We  shall  skim  more  closely,  and  give  the  milk  to  the 
pigs,  instead  of  selling  skim  milk,  which  is  as  good  as  what  I  used  to 
buy  for  new.  I  hear  a  good  character  of  cocoa-nut  fibre  mats  for  the 
cows  to  lie  upon,  and  I  think  of  trying  it.  It  is  diflicult  to  manage 
the  litter  of  cattle  that  have  been  brought  up  to  roam  the  fells,  and 
eat  whatever  they  see.  We  have  tried  a  variety  of  litter,  but  they 
ate  everything — even  brackens  (fern) — till  last  autumn  Robert 
bethought  himself  of  giving  them  a  bed  of  dry  leaves.  Those  they 
did  not  eat.  And  now  they  may  soon  try  again.  As  yet,  however, 
scarcely  a  leaf  has  changed  on  the  trees :  so  late  are  the  seasons  here  I 
I  find  our  two  pigs  growing  fat.  The  meal  they  are  having  is  the 
only  article,  except  a  few  grains  for  the  fowls,  we  have  had  to  buy, 
since  our  crops  began  to  ripen.  They  cost  15^.  6d,  each  ;  and  will 
sell,  when  fatted,  for  (I  suppose,  in  these  times  of  cheap  meat)  about 
2/.  14^.  each ;  that  is,  they  will  weigh  about  twelve  stone  (for  we  do 
not  make  them  excessively  fat),  at  4^.  6d.  a  stone.  Not  that  I  mean 
to  sell  the  whole.  Five  quarters  are  bespoken,  and  I  shall  keep  the 
other  three  for  ourselves.  I  believe  they  will  have  really  cost  me 
nothing.  Robert  wishes  for  a  quarter,  as  he  did  in  the  spring.  His 
wife  cures  it  admirably  ;  and  they  can  always  sell  the  ham  and  enjoy 
the  bacon.  I  really  wish  you  could  see  how  these  good  people, 
whom  you  put  in  the  way  of  this  new  life,  enjoy  everything.  I  find 
them  now  so  well  and  merry,  that  it  is  delightful  to  see  them. 
Robert  has  been  sending  money  to  his  old  father — a  large  sum  for  a 
working  man.  His  wife  has  had  abundant  employment  in  taking  in 
washing  all  the  summer.  When  I  came  home  to  breakfast  this 
morning  I  saw  something  flying  along  behind  the  trees ;  it  was  Robert, 
with  two  monstrous  cabbages  in  his  great  barrow,  full  of  joy  at  their 
weight.  I  must  tell  you  that,  since  the  publication  of  my  first  letter 
to  you  (by  some  means  unknown  to  me,  but  not  at  all  to  my  regret), 
there  have  been  large  numbers  of  persons,  many  from  distant 
counties,  to  see  my  ground,  and  the  man  who  tills  it.  Early  and  late 
they  have  come ;  and  they  have  said  enough  to  turn  a  vain  man's 
head.  All  this  has  happened  since  I  left  home.  I  find  Robert  not 
only  unspoiled,  but  not  at  all  occupied  M'ith  his  fame,  but  wholly 
engrossed  by  his  pursuit.  He  listens  as  earnestly  as  ever  to  any 
suggestion  about  our  short-comings,  and  about  any  methods  of 
improvement.  He  was  very  clever  when  he  came;  he  is  much 
cleverer  now.  He  could  not  possibly  be  more  industrious;  but 
he  is  in  stronger  health  and  in  glorious  spirits.  His  pretty  porch  is 
grown  over  with  roses,  and  there  are  climbing  plants  about  his  walls, 
and  balsams  and  geraniums  in  his  window.  You  may  be  satisfied  that 
all  is  right  with  them ;  and  a  great  satisfaction  I  know  it  will  be  to  you. 

'<  I  think  this  is  all  I  have  to  say  at  the  close  of  our  second  season. 
<*  Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  truly  yours,  Harriet  Martineau/* 
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IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 
AGRICULTURAL  LABOURER. 

THE  HADLOW  COTTAGE  ALLOTMENTS. 

The  annual  rent  audit  and  rent  feast  of  the  cottage  allotment  tenants 
of  the  parish  of  Hadlow,  was  held  on  Friday,  1st  of  Nov,  There  being 
no  sufficient  accommodation  in  the  village  of  Hadlow,  the  tenants 
assembled  at  the  Town  Hall,  Tonbridge,  where  the  rents  were  received 
by  Mr.  John  Larking,  of  Hadlow,  assisted  by  Mr.  Martin,  the  agent 
of  the  Labourer's  Friend  Society  ;  and  it  is  most  pleasing  to  state  that* 
out  of  nearly  a  hundred,  there  were  only  four  defaulters,  the  whole  oP 
the  remainder  having  either  paid  personally,  or  forwarded  the  amounts 
due  for  their  little  holdings,  varying  from  an  eighth  to  the  half  of  an 
acre — all  expressing  themselves  grateful  for  the  advantages  they  derive 
from  their  gardens,  and  exceedingly  anxious  to  retain  them.  A  close 
inspection  of  the  allotments  showed  that  there  was  but  one  solitary 
case  of  careless  cultivation — the  whole,  with  this  exception,  having  - 
been  well  tilled,  judiciously  cropped,  and  we  are  happy  in  being  able 
to  add,  had  rewarded  their  holders  with  an  abundant  produce.  The 
rents  having  been  paid,  the  tenants  sat  down  to  a  substantial  enter- 
tainment, provided  chiefly  at  the  expense  of  their  kind  landlord.  Sir 
William  Geary.  The  supper  consisted  of  huge  joints  of  roast  and 
boiled  beef,  &c.,  succeeded  by  a  profuse  supply  of  plum  pudding,  and 
accompanied  with  a  due  portion  of  good  ale.  Messrs.  Parker,  of  the 
Rose  and  Crown  Hotel,  kindly  gave  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall  on  the 
occasion,  and  undertook  the  duty  of  catering,  which  they  discharged' 
with  a  zeal  and  liberality  which  showed  how  earnestly  they  sympa- 
thized with  the  good  work  of  encouraging  the  meritorious  labourer. 
The  chair  was  taken  by  W.  H.  Yaldwyn,  Esq.,  one  of  the  county 
magistrates  for  the  division,  supported  by  T.  Hallowes,  Esq.,  R.N., 
W.  Gorham,  Esq.,  Mr.  E.  P.  Hall  (hon.  sec.  of  the  Maidstone 
Labourer's  Friend  Society),  Mr.  J.  Larking  (treasurer  of  the  Had- 
low Society),  Mr.  Crundwell,  Mr.  Towner,  Mr.  W.  Parker,  &c.  Ac. 

The  recently -formed  Tonbridge  brass  band  very  kindly  volunteered 
its  assistance,  and,  stationed  in  the  gallery,  performed  a  pleasing' 
selection  of  airs,  in  very  excellent  style,  very  much  enhancing  the 
interest  of  the  proceedings  of  the  evening.  The  hall  was  hung  with 
banners,  having  very  appropriate  inscriptions, — <<  Perseverance  and 
Individual  Exertion"  —  <<  Mutual  Co-operation  and  Improvement" 
-—while  the  loyalty  of  the  assembly  was  borne  witness  to  by  the 
motto  over  the  chairman's  seat — '*  Health  and  long  Life  to  Her 
Majesty."  Grace  having  been  said^  the  chairman  proposed  a  number 
of  toasts,  and  addressed  the  humble  guests  in  a  most  kind-hearted 
and  judicious  strain  ;  congratulating  them  on  the  punctuality  with 
which  they  had  discharged  their  liabilities,  and  on  the  good  use  they 
had  made  of  their  gardens,  which,  in  the  great  majority  of  instances, 
had  provided  their  holders  with  a  sufficient  supply  of  potatoes  and 
green  vegetables  for  their  families  for  the  whole  year.  He  expressed 
his  satisfaction  at  learning  that  amongst  the  whole  of  the  tenants, 
including  several  of  whom  formerly  this  could  not  be  said,  there  had 
never  been  a  single  complaint  of  any  kind  since  they  had  been  in  the 
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powesaioo  of  their  gardenS|  and  that  the  neighbourhood,  which  was 
formerly  notorious  for  infractions  of  the  law,  was  now  remarkable  for 
the  fralifjring  change  which  had  taken  place  in  tliis  respect.  He 
ai|ri|buted  this  to  the  profitable  occupation  of  their  leisure  time 
HffOffded  bj  their  allotmeiits,  and  the  increased  comforts  which  their 
families  enjoyed  in  consequence.  The  gratitude  due  to  these  friends 
who  hai)  originally  exerted  themselves  to  procure  the  allotments  for 
thenif  and  still  interested  themselves  warmly  in  their  success,  was 

Clinted  out,  a  sentiment  which  was  heartily  cheered  by  the  honest 
bourers.  Mr.  Yaldwyn,  in  a  very  feeling  and  forcible  manner,  urged 
upon  their  consideration  their  duty  and  responsibility  as  good  subjects, 
faithful  servants  and  heads  of  families.  On  their  conduct  in  this 
Uttor  capacity  greatly  depended  the  temporal  and  moral  welfare  of 
their  children.  In  vain  were  schools  opened  for  the  rising  generation, 
if  bad  examples  awaited  them  at  home  to  overturn  all  tlie  good  in- 
straotions  they  received  from  their  teachers.  Here  the  honourable 
gentleman  alluded  to  the  too  often  imperfect  accommodation  of  the 
labourer's  cottage,  for  the  observance  of  the  commonest  dictates  of 
deeency  and  propriety,  particularly  the  deficiency  of  bed-rooms,  the 
epiisequence  of  which  was,  that  frequently  a  whole  family,  comprising 
children  of  both  sexes  approaching  mature  age,  were  the  occupants  of 
the  same  chamber — an  arrangement  which  must  be  utterly  destructive 
of  modesty  and  decorum — paving  the  way  for  the  obliteration  of  the 
ilM^ral  sense,  and  ultimately  for  positive  immorality.  He  trusted 
that)  by  the  efforts  of  the  noble  society  under  whose  auspices  they 
were  assembled,  this  great  evil  would  gradually  be  amended.  Cottages 
ware  being  erected  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  each  having  three 
b^d-roonns,  and  let  at  a  moderate  rent  of  from  2s,  to  3s.  per  week,  as 
models  for  the  imitation  of  those  who  were  building.  It  was  to  be 
feared  that  it  would  be  long  before  every  parish  was  properly  supplied 
in  this  way ;  and  until  this  was  the  case,  he  afiectionately  urged  the 
good  men  he  was  addressing,  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power,  by 
personal  sacrifices,  and  the  best  arrangements  they  could  make,  to 
aecustom  their  children  to  those  habits  of  decorum  and  decency,  the 
removal  of  which  were  but  too  certain  to  pave  the  way  for  immoral 
practices.  [This  excellent  suggestion  was  loudly  applauded  by  the 
poor  men,  who  seemed  painfully  sensible  of  the  evil  to  which  the 
chairman  alluded.] 

The  meeting  was  subsequently  addressed  by  other  gentlemen  ;  and 
among  the  toasts  were  the  healths  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Larking  and 
the  Hadlow  Committee ;  of  Mr.  W.  Parker,  and  thanks  for  his  kind 
exertions;  of  Mr.  Crundwell  ,who  in  returning  thanks,  expressed 
bis  anxious  desire  to  promote  the  system  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power ;  of  Mr.  Martin,  the  Parent  Society's  agent ;  and  of  the 
Hadlow  Tenants  themselves.  The  last  toast  was  briefly  but  pithily 
responded  to  by  one  of  the  men,  who  with  great  heartiness  expressed 
their  gratitude  for  the  great  help  afforded  them  by  their  little 
boldingSf 

At  an  early  hour  the  interesting  meeting  broke  up,  the  labourers 
wending  their  way  homeward  in  the  most  orderly  manner — all  appa- 
rently having  enjoyed  themselves  to  their  hearts*  content. 
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MR.  SIDNEY  HERBERTS  FEMALE  EMIGRATION.FUWDl. 

The  Overland  Mail  brought  advices  of  the  arrival  in  AustraliaiDf  fKe 
first  parties  of  female  emigrants  .despatched  by  the  Commitiee  of  the 
Female  Emigration  Fund.  The  ship  "  Culloden,"  with  a  party  of  38 
girlsy  arrived,  all  well,  at  Port  Philip  on  the  6th  of  July  ;  the  ship 
"  Duke  of  Portland/'  with  65  on  board,  arrived,  all  well,  at  Adelaide 
on  the  2nd  day  of  August.  The  young  women  are  stated  to  have 
behaved  with'  great  propriety  during  their  passage  out,  and  to  have 
had  good  health  throughout  their  voyages.  The  most  favourable 
testimony  is  borne  to  the  good  conduct  of  those  in  charge  of  the 
emigrants,  and-  to  the  well- working  of  the  arrangements  which  were 
made  by  the  committee  here  on  their  behalf.  Both  at  Melbourne 
and  at  Adelaide,  this  immigration  appears  to  have  been  very 
favourably  regarded  by  the  colonists.  Of  the  38  landed  at  Port 
Philip  on  the  8th  of  July,  it  appears  by  the  Melbourne  papers,  that  31 
were  engaged  as  servants  at  wages  varying  from  12/.  to  20/.  a-year 
before  the  evening  of  the  10th,  and  subsequent  advices  state  that 
every  one  of  the  girls  had  obtained  employment.  All  the  girls  landed 
at  Adelaide  had  secured  employment  at  fair  wages  within  four  days 
after  arrival.  The  ladies'  committee,  who  provided  for  the  reception  of 
the  young  women  at  Port  Philip,  appears  to  have  been  most  favourably 
impressed  by  their  appearance  and  demeanour ;  and  one  of  the  Mel- 
bourne papers  says,  *'  They  appear  to  belong  to  a  class  of  immigrants 
peculiarly  adapted  to  this  country,  being  young,  healthy  and  intelli- 
gent,  and  apparently  possessed  of  that  happy  buoyancy  of  mind,  and 
that  hearty  determination  of  purpose,  that  will  enable  them  to  act  well 
their  part  in  any  of  the  many  situations  of  usefulness  which  lie  so 
invitingly  before  them." 

Donatiom  and  Subscriptions^  from  the  Slst  of  October, 
to  the  SOth  of  November,  1850. 

*«*  Those  rami  to  which  (D.)  is  prefixed  arc  Donations )  all  others  are  Annoal 
Mr8.H.  J.  Sperling,  Dynes-hall, 

Halstead    ....    (D,)£10  10    0 
J.  Noble,  Esq.,  Upper  Bedford- 
place     (D.)  10  10    0 

Rev.  W.  N.  Darnell,  Stanhope 

Rectory,  per  Rev.  Dr.  Oilly 

(D.) 5     0     0 

Thos.  M.   Bridge,  Esq.,  and 

Miss  Bridge,  The    Lodge, 

Ealing (D.)     5     0     0 

Chas.  Sarloris,  Esq.,  Pall  Mall 

(D.) 5     6     0 


Mrs.  Holt,  Bertin-terraee,  Lea- 
mington   £10  0 

Misses  Holt,  Dertin-terrace, 
Leamington 0  10         0 

J.  C.  Ilallewell,  Esq.,  Strond, 

per  Messrs.  Bucknell      .     .    0  1(%      0 

R.  Davy,  Esq.,  Ringswood, 
per  Mr.  Wheaton  ....    0  lO    0 


Per  Mr.  Martin,  Agent, 
Rev.  W.  E.  Hoskins      ...    1     1    0 

G.  Cmndwell,  Esq 0  10   0 

Miyor  Sotherby,  Portugal-st.  I    T.  S.  Row,  Esq 0  10   0 


(D.) 10    0 


Printed  by  TuoMas  C.  Savill,  at  his  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  Parish  •( 
St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  pibUilMfl 
by  Jouir  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  wbertdl 
Communications  art  to  be  addressed. — Sold  by  Seeley,  Fleet  Street ;  Nisbet  ailCt., 
Bemers  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  Loudon. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  DECEMBER. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  16th  Dec. — Present,  Major 
Little,  in  the  chair;  John  Sperling,  Thos.  Twining,  jun.,  F.  H. 
N.  GIossop,  Henry  Roberts,  Wm.  Gregson,  and  John  Bridges, 
Esquires. 

The  minutes  of  the  Meeting  of  the  11th  November  were  read 
and  confirmed. 

The  allotment  Agent  reported  that  he  had  attended  at  Dover, 
to  divide  the  allotments,  and  that  fifty  tenants  had  been  put  in 
possession,  and  that  there  were  thirty  applicants  in  addition  upon 
the  list,  who  were  very  wishful  to  obtain  land.  He  also  reported 
that  the  rents  of  all  the  Society's  tenants  were  punctually  paid, 
and  that  all  the  Society's  allotments,  now  numbering  nearly  1000, 
are  going  on  most  satisfactorily,  and  that  not  one  of  the  tenants 
had  been  guilty  of  any  offence  against  the  law  during  the  past 
year,  but  a  marked  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  character 
of  several  of  them  since  they  became  allotment  tenants. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings  report  that  the  Portpool- 
lane  buildings  are  progressing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  honorary 
architect,  the  roof  of  the  main  building  is  completed,  and  the 
arches  for  the  floors  have  been  turned,  and  that  the  contractors 
will  very  soon  be  entitled  to  a  second  instalment. 
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Of  the  Model  BuildingBy  aod  the  Streatham-Btreet  Faorilj 
llousesr  they  have^nothing  particularly  to  repent. 

The  lodging-houses  continue  full,  the  rents  are  paid  panctnally, 
and  there  is  no  complaint  of  the  inmates. 

The  attention  of  the  Sub-Committee  having  been  called  to 
the  last  of  the  series  of  resolutions  reconunended  by  the  Ilnaiice 
Committee,  and  adopted  by  the  General  Committee  held  the 
14th  May,  1849,  which  has  not  yet  been  carried  into  effect,  it 
was  resolved  to  recommend  to  the  General  Committee  that  Jfr. 
Edward  Baxendell  be  permanently  engaged  as  clerk  of  the  works 
and  inspector  of  the  buildings  and  looging-houses,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  rendering  assistance  in  any  way  the  committee  may 
direct  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  Society. 

The  honorary  architect  reported  that  he  had  lately  inspected 
the  three  pairs  of  cottars,  building  by  the  Tunbridge  Welk 
Society,  after  the  design  No.  2,  and  in  continuation  of  those  boQt 
in  the  summer  of  1849. 

The  whole  of  them  will  probably  be  roofed  in  this  week,  and 
finished  for  occupation  by  tne  spring,  when  there  is  every  reason  j 
to  anticipate  that  the  advantage  of  dimness,  resulting  from  the  ^ 
use  of  hollow  bricks  in  the  external  walls  will  be  fully  realized,  it«^ 
having  been  already  found  that  the  mortar  joints  dry  much  more^ 
quickly  than  those  in  ordinary  brickwork. 

On  inspecting  the  lodging-houses  for  single  men,  Mr.  Roberte^ 
was  much  gratified  at  finding  it  kept  in  most  complete  order,  aD».ic 
in  every  respect  answering  the  important  end  for  which  it  i 
designed.  The  Committee  have  made  an  arrangement  with  i 
Superintendent  to  rent  the  house  at  a  fixed  rate,  and  to  find  i 
lodgers  with  everything  prescribed  by  the  rules  at  a  charge 
15.  6d.  per  week — it  is  thus  his  interest  to  have  the  house  fillg-  % 
and  to  render  the  inmates  comfortable ;  in  the  latter  he  appc^^^ 
to  have  succeeded,  and  no  doubt  ere  long  the  number  of  inma'.  te 
will  be  increased  to  the  full  complement. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Sub-Committee  be  receir^^ 
and  that  Mr.  Edward  Baxendell  be  appointed  in  the  capac^;/^ 
they  have  recommended. 

The  Sub-Committee,  appointed  to  consider  the  Memorial  of 
the  Metropolitan  Sanitary  Society,  after  giving  the  subject   the 
most  careful  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  whilst  the  Sub-Committee  would  willinj/y 
recommend  the  Metropolitan  Sanitary  Association  to  the  support 
of  the  members  of  the  Society,  in  their  individual  capacity,  they 
cannot  advise  any  such  connexion  as  would  identify  the  Societjr 
with  the  proceedings  of  any  other  association. 

In  consequence  of  a  communication  received  from  Dr.  Gavin, 
an  active  member  of  the  Metropolitan   Sanitaiy  AssociatioD, 
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Stating  that  he  had  recently  delivered  a  lecture  on  the  State  of 
the  Direllin^  of  the  Labouring  Classes,  on  which  occasion  Lord 
Ashley  presided,  and  that  he  wished  to  present  it  to  the  Society, 
the  l^b-Committee  recommend  that  the  offer  be  thankfully 
accepted,  and  that  it  be  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  Society 
With  the  usual  notice,  stating  that  the  Society  is  not  responsible 
for  the  opinions  or  facts  given  by  the  lecturer,  upon  whicn  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Report  be  received  and  adopted. 

Letters  were  received  froia  the  Revs.  J.  H.  Timins,  James 
Tanners,  T.  Cuningham,  J.  O.  Nodder,  G.  Greaves,  and  H.  P. 
Jeston;  Lieut. -Col.  Williams,  and  Major  Little;  W.  S.  Portal, 
Wm.  Beckwith,  —  Bridge,  W.  Sparks,  A.  Dickens,  J.  Fletcher, 
St  George  Burke,  Esors. ;  Messrs.  Ouston,  Langdon,  Green- 
well,  Tomson,  Stevens,  Grindley,  Stable,  Messrs.  Bridges,  Mason, 
and  Bridges,  &c.,  &c. 


THE  GREAT  EXHIBITION  OF  1851. 

Application  having  been  made  for  space  in  the  Great  Exhibition, 
in  order  to  sliow  the  Plans,  Models,  and  constructive  details  of  the 
Buildings  erected  by  the  Society,  the  same  has  been  allotted ;  and 
the  Committee  have  the  peculiar  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  their 
Royal  President,  Prince  Albert,  has  expressed  a  deep  interest  in  a 
farther  proposal  made  by  the  Committee,  with  a  view  to  exhibit  a 
Model  Structure,  designed  for  four  families,  and  adapted  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  manufacturing  operatives. 

For  this  building,  which  cannot  be  placed  within  the  Crystal 
Fdace,  the  Committee  hope  to  obtain  a  site  in  its  immediate  vicinity, 
so  that  the  numerous  foreigners  and  other  visitors  attracted  to  tho 
Exhibition,  may  be  led  to  carry  home  some  practical  suggestions  for 
the  social  improvement  of  that  great  mass  of  the  community,  whose 
toil  has  been  the  fruitful  source  of  the  works  exhibited. 


THE  CHARTER. 


The  Committee  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  the  subscribers  and 
friends  of  the  Society,  that  the  Royal  Seal  was  affixed  to  the  Charter 
on  Monday,  the  sixteenth  day  of  December  last,  and  that  the  incor- 
poration of  the  Society  is  thereby  completed. 


THE  WINDSOR  ROYAL  ASSOCIATION  FOR  IMPROVING 
THE  CONDITION  OF  LABOURERS  AND  OTHERS. 

A  miGHT  royal  and  truly  gratifying  scene  was  witnessed  at  the  Town- 
ball  of  Windsor  recentiv,  in  the  distribution  of  prizes,  by  his 
Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  to  labourers  and  other  deserving 
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persons.  A  society  has  recently  been  formed  at  Windsor*  under  the 
patronage  of  her  Majesty,  her  Uoyal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Kent» 
and  his  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert ;  the  Vice-presidents  being 
the  clergy  and  gentry  of  Windsor,  Eton,  and  several  neighbouring 
parishes,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  condition  of  the  labourers 
and  others  residing  within  the  parishes  of  New  Windsor,  Eton,  Clewer, 
Old  Windsor,  Sunning-hill,  and  Sunning-dalc. 

Tuesday  afternoon,  at  three  o'clock,  waslhe  time  arranged  for  the 
Prince  to  present  the  prizes  to  those  selected  by  the  Committee,  and 
the  most  deserving  persons,  and  punctually  to  the  time  his  Royal 
Highness  arrived  at  the  hall,  attended  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  G. 
Wellesley,  and  Colonel  Bouverie. 

The  Prince  was  received  by  the  mayor  and  the  Rev.  J.  Gorse,  the 
vicar  of  Windsor,  and  conducted  to  the  mayor's  seat;  and  on  the 
bench  were  the  Rev.  Lord  Wriothesley  Russell,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hawtry, 
Rev.  J.  Carter,  Rev.  W.  Gunning,  Henry  Wrench,  Esq.;  Edmund 
Foster,  Esq. ;  Colonel  Reid,  M.P. ;  Hon.  and  Rev.  H.  C.  Cust,  Rev. 
R.  J.  Gould,  Rev.  S.  Neville,  Rev.  J.  T.  Carter,  Rev.  M.  Morgan, 
Major  Burt,  R.  Mangles,  Esq.,  &c.  The  Prince  expressed  himself 
much  gratified  at  the  prosperity  of  the  institution,  and  after  convers- 
ing with  the  worthy  vicar,  the  mayor,  and  other  gentlemen,  returned 
to  the  Castle. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  read  to  the  Prince  by  Mr.  Mont- 
gomerie,  and  Mr.  Wrench  afterwards  read  over  the  list  of  twenty-one 
persons  who  had  been  selected  from  the  above  parishes  as  the  most 
deserving  to  receive  rewards  for  cleanliness  and  tidiness  in  house  and 
person,  the  best  cultivators  of  gardens  or  allotments;  being,  also, 
persons  of  sober  and  good  moral  character.  Each  person  was  thea 
called  up  separately,  and  presented  by  the  Prince  with  a  sum  of  money- 
varying  from  I5s,  to  SOs. ;  and  also  a  card  bearing  the  following 
inscription,  on  which  his  name  was  written,  and  to  which  the  Prince 
added  his  autograph — *<  Royal  Association  for  Improving  the  Con- 
dition of  Labourers  and  others  ;  presented  to ,  who  received  a 

prize  at  the  general  meeting  held  at  Windsor,  3rd  of  Dec,  1850— 
signed,  Albeut."  These  cards  were  afterwards  put  into  neat  oak 
frames.  At  the  close  of  the  distribution,  Colonel  Reid,  M.P., 
expresssed  the  deep  sense  of  gratitude  the  Committee  felt  to  his 
Royal  Highness  for  kindly  presiding,  and  co-operating  with  them  in 
carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  institution.  Three  hearty  cheen 
were  given  for  the  Prince,  and  nine  for  the  Queen. 


ADDRESS  BY  THE  LADY  CAROLINE  GUEST  AT  THE 
MEETING  OF  THE  CANFORD  ESTATE  AGRICUL- 
TURAL SHOW. 

The  Canford  estate  is  Sir  John  Guest's  property,  and  the  «*yeariy 
agricultural  show"  is  described  as  "more  correctly  the  yearly  encou? 
ragement  given  to  his  tenantry"  by  the  liberal  landlord,  who  subscribes 
nearly  all  the  prizes  offered  for   competition.     Mr.  Divett,  M.?^ 
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addressed  the  tenants,  and  after  the  prizes  were  awarded,  Lady  Guest 
rose  from  beside  her  husband,  and  said — «*  I  am  taking  an  unusual 
course,  but  I  wish  very  much  to  propose  to  you  a  toast  which  lies 
near  to  my  heart — *  The  prosperity  of  the  labouring  classes.'  From 
a  child  I  have  had  much  experience  of  them.  I  passed  some  time 
with  and  lived  among  the  mining  classes ;  and  certainly  a  finer  body 
of  men  does  not  exist  anywhere  than  the  mining  classes.  In  my  new 
home  I  am  less  acquainted^  perhaps,  with  poorer  people ;  but  I  hope 
to  become  more  acquainted  with  them  day  by  day.  My  feelings  are 
strongly  in  their  favour,  and  1  am  sure  they  will  be  borne  out  by 
experience.  There  is  no  finer  set  of  people  anywhere  than  the 
labouring  classes  of  this  country.  Look  at  France — look  at  Germany. 
You  go  into  a  cottage  in  England,  and  you  see  every  attempt  made 
to  be  as  moral  and  decent  as  possible.  Excuse  me  for  making  these 
remarks.  To  raise  the  condition  and  to  expand  themind  of  the  peasantry 
should  be  our  aim  ;  for  without  those  advances  it  is  impossible  that 
even  the  most  experienced  agriculturist  can  go  on.  Forgive  me  for 
trespassing  thus  unduly  on  your  time,  and  permit  me  to  propose 
*  The  labouring  classes.'"  At  so  unusual  but  so  admirable  an  inci- 
dent the  audience  was  extremely  delighted,  and  the  kind-hearted  lady 
resumed  her  seat  amidst  deafening  cheers. — Chester  Courant. 


SERVANTS'  PROVIDENT  AND  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

Tins  Institution  has  been  eminently  successful.  One  great  clement 
of  usefulness,  so  far  as  the  character  of  the  servants  is  concerned, 
has  been  introduced  into  its  operation  in  the  absence  of  anything  like 
an  eleemosynary  character.  The  promoters  do  not  seek  any  profit, 
Dor  can  they  gain  any  ;  but  tlie  '<  benevolent  advantages*'  which  they 
ofTer  to  servants  must  depend  on  the  support  of  the  public,  while 
without  that  support  they  secure  to  servants  a  certain  annuity  from 
government  in  return  for  the  investment  of  their  earnings.  In  order 
to  extend  the  sphere  of  the  society's  workings,  and  to  render  a  prac- 
tical benefit  to  servants  and  masters,  they  have  opened  a  registry, 
and  in  addition,  an  excellent  female  servants'  home  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  40  women  has  been  prepared  at  the  society's  house,  49, 
Great  Marlborough -street.  Regent-street.  The  advantages  offered  to 
employers  are  these : — Security  against  fictitious  characters  and  im- 
postors, "  the  characters"  being  guaranteed  as  genuine  by  the  instru- 
mentality of  an  experienced  ofiicer  of  police,  whose  sole  duty  it  will 
be  to  inquire  into  the  authenticity  of  statements  made  by  servants  ; 
selection  from  a  large  number  of  domestics  at  the  waiting  rooms  of 
iha  society  if  desired ;  the  advice  and  assistance  of  secretary  and 
matron ;  a  list  of  wet  nurses  and  of  monthly  nurses  duly  certified, 
the  services  of  whom  may  be  obtained  for  small  fees  graduated  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  wages  demanded.  To  the  servants  the 
advantages  are : — Access  to  lists  of  employers  in  want  of  servants,  a 
respectable  and  safe  house  of  call,  means  of  reading  The  Times  and 
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other  advertising  papers,  of  proving  the  genuineness  of  their  charac- 
ter,  the  advice  of  the  officers  of  the  society,  and  a  respectable  homei 
supplied  with  every  comfort  and  advantage  consistent  with  ecooomy 
and  with  the  great  object  of  the  institution — ^<  the  speedy  provision 
of  places  for  servants  of  good  character/'  as  well  as  diminution  of 
expense,  freedom  from  the  snares  which  are  set  for  poor  girls  from  the 
country,  all  at  extremely  moderate  fees. 

The  particulars  to  be  obtained  at  the  Registry  are  as  follow  :-^ 
'<  Name,  age,  height,  and  country  of  servant ;  place  sought ;  wages, 
&c.,  demanded  ;  last  place,  whether  personal  character  can  be  had ; 
previous  places,  characters,  and  callings ;  whether  married,  single,  or 
widowed,  with  or  without  children ;  whether  can  read  and  write ; 
whether  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  or  other  religious  body  ; 
whether  provision  has  been  made  for  old  age  by  the  purchase  of  a 
government  annuity,  or  other  means." 

The  information  respecting  employers  is  equally  full,  so  that  both 
will  be  saved  an  infinity  of  trouble. 

Prince  Albert,  who  is  a  patron  of  the  society,  and  has  contributed 
in  no  small  degree  to  its  success,  gave  a  further  proof  of  the  interest 
he  takes  in  the  establishment  by  visiting  it  lately.  His  Royal  High- 
ness, accompanied  by  Colonel  Grey,  and  another  gentleman,  drove  to 
the  house,  49,  Great  Marlborough -street,  shortly  before  1 1  o'clock  in 
a  plain  carriage,  and  was  received  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  Chester,  and 
the  directors  and  officers  of  the  society.  He  immediately  proceeded 
to  the  registry-room,  and  forthwith  entered  into  a  minute  examination 
of  the  books,  of  the  mode  in  which  they  were  kept,  how  the  annuities 
were  secured  and  paid,  asking  numerous  questions  of  the  secretary 
and  other  officers,  which  displayed  his  practical  acquaintance  with 
the  details  of  business,  and  his  desire  to  make  himself  thoroughly 
versed  in  the  working  of  the  institution.  After  a  close  scrutiny, 
during  which  the  Prince  followed  out  the  way  in  which  the  society 
operated,  by  taking  particular  names  and  tracing  them  all  through 
the  books,  he  was  conducted  to  the  jdormitories,  which  consist  of  two 
large  well  ventilated  and  airy  rooms.  At  right  angles  to  the  sides  are 
wooden  partitions  closed  at  the  extremities  by  the  walls  at  one  end 
and  by  moveable  curtains  at  the  other,  a  free  passage  being  left  in  the 
centre  of  the  room.  In  the  spaces  between  the  partitions  are  placed 
comfortable  bedsteads  (of  iron)  and  beds,  a  washing-stand,  a  chair, 
washing  and  dressing  apparatus,  a  locker  for  clothes,  Bible  and 
Prayer-book,  &c.,  each  compartment  being  quite  private  and  afford- 
ing a  very  excellent  sleeping-room.  The  Prince  expressed  his  satu* 
faction  with  what  he  saw  and  departed,  after  a  stay  of  more  than 
half  an  hour.  All  the  arrangements  of  the  house  present  an  air  of 
comfort,  cleanliness,  and  respectability.  Below  stairs  there  is  a  spa- 
cious kitchen  and  dining-room  for  the  inmates,  and  appliances  for 
washing.  The  rooms  will  be  heated,  if  necessary,  by  hot-water,  and 
a  bath  will  also  be  provided  for  the  servants.  To  show  that  the 
charges  for  board,  &c.,  are  not  very  extravagant,  we  subjoin  the  prices 
and  the  proposed  dietary :— 
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For  bed,  includiug  the  use  of  linen,  clothes-cbesti  towel;  8(C./6d. 
a  day,  or  ds.  a  week. 

For  board,  lOd.  a  day,  or  5s.  dd.  a  week. 

DIETARY. 

Breakfast — Tea  or  coffee,  bread  and  butter. 

Dinner — Meat,  vegetables,  bread  and  cheese,  occasionally  pud- 
dings, half  a  pint  of  beer. 

Tea— Tea,  bread  and  butter. 

Supper— Bread  and  cheese,  half  pint  of  beer. 

Several  of  the  servants  of  the  royal  household  have  purchased 
annuities.  As  a  proof  of  the  success  which  has  already  attended  the 
Society's  operations,  we  may  add  that  not  less  than  19,706L  I4s.  lid. 
has  been  paid  by  servants  to  the  Provident  Fund  since  the  6th  o  f 
May,  1849.  In  some  instances  annuities  have  been  purchased  at 
once  by  the  payment  of  sums  of  200/.  and  300/.,  and  in  one  case  a 
servant  paid  about  600/.  for  annuities  for  himself,  his  wife,  aud  child. 
The  regulations  seem  unexceptionable,  and  theliberal  arrangement  that 
if  a  servant  dies  or  wishes  to  have  his  money  back  before  the  annuity 
begins,  the  whole  of  the  payments  will  be  returned  to  his  family  or 
to  himself,  leaves  no  ground  of  complaint.  In  cases  of  sickness  or 
casualty  the  directors  will  afford  assistance  by  loans,  or  even  in 
special  cases  by  gifts  from  the  Benevolent  Fund  towards  keeping  up 
the  annual  payments.  The  contributions  of  the  public  to  this  fund 
are  therefore  peculiarly  required  to  give  effective  support  to  the 
scheme.  The  rules  of  the  house,  with  the  fullest  information  in  every 
particular  of  the  management,  will  be  afforded  to  any  applicant  at  the 
Society's  offices. 


CHARD,  CREWKERNE,  AND  ILMINSTER  LABOURER'S 
FRIEND  SOCIETY. 

The  eighteenth  anniversary  of  this  valuable  institution  for  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  labouring  classes  was  held  on  Tuesday,  29th  of 
October,  at  Ilminster.  A  very  numerous  assemblage  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  including  many  of  the  clergymen  of  the  district  embraced 
in  the  Society's  operations,  met  on  the  occasion.  There  was,  as 
usual,  a  very  large  attendance  of  the  allotment  tenants,  whose  cheerful 
and  contented  countenances  bore  the  strongest  testimony  to  the 
usefulness  of  the  Society.  There  was  a  very  good  display  of  vege- 
tables grown  by  the  tenants,  and,  as  specimens  of  their  horticultural 
skill,  reflected  the  highest  credit  on  them.  Among  the  curiosities  of 
the  exhibition  were  two  Gibraltar  pumpkins  of  enormous  size,  which 
grew  in  the  garden  of  Mr.  Budge,  of  Crewkerne.  They  were  planted 
in  the  open  ground  in  the  early  part  of  June,  and  weighed  respec- 
tively d51b.  6oz.  and  d2lbs.  The  greatest  of  all  the  curiosities, 
however,  was  a  new  cabbage,  in  its  growing  state,  from  the  north  of 
China,  the  seed  of  which  was  imported  into  England  in  the  summer 
of  this  year  by  the  Rev.  F.  C.  Johnson. 
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The  chair  was  taken  by  R.  T.  Combs,  Esq.,  who  was  supported  on 
the  platform  by  T.  D.  Acland,  Esq.,  the  llev.  W.  B.  Whitehead, 
Rev.  J.  Stratton  Coles,  H.  Hoskins,  Esq. ;  Rev.  E.  Lance,  G.  Salter, 
Esq.;  Rev.  A.  Tcmpleman,  VV.  Sparks,  Esq.,  &c.  A  great  number 
of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood  were  present,  and 
took  much  interest  in  the  proceedings. 

The  chairman  in  opening  the  business  of  the  meeting  said,  the; 
had  assembled  at  the  eighteenth  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Society, 
whjcli  was  established  for  the  laudable  motive  of  promoting  the  wel- 
fare of  the  labouring  classes  in  that  nei«;hbourhood.  The  society 
had  worked  well,  and  had  given  satisfaction  to  those  who  promoted 
it,  as  well  as  to  the  labourers  themselves ;  and  had  been  the  means  of  ' 
creating  a  good  feeling  between  the  employers  and  the  employed. 
He  concluded  by  calling  upon  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Whitehead,  the  vene- 
rable and  honoured  founder  of  the  Society,  to  read 

THE   REPORT. 

By  the  Divine  blessing  on  its  principles  and  work,  the  Chard, 
Ilminster,  and  Crewkerne  Labourers'  Friend  Society,  has  now  arrived, 
on  this  day,  at  its  eighteenth  anniversary.  In  looking  backward,  at 
its  past  progress,  and  on  that  wide  extension  and  developement  of  its 
system,  throughout  the  kingdom,  to  which,  as  may  be  humbly  hoped, 
its  example  has,  in  some  degree,  contributed  during  an  active  exist- 
ence of  nearly  twenty  years,  the  Society  has  every  reason  to  look 
onwards  with  gratitude  and  encouragement. 

There  has  not  been  any  addition  made,  during  the  last  year,  to  the 
number  of  parishes  comprised  within  the  Society's  operations,  neither 
has  any  increase  taken  place  within  the  same  period  of  time  in  the 
number  of  field  gardens  connected  with  it.  It  is  not,  indeed,  con- 
sidered  desirable  to  add  to  the  present  wide  extent  of  the  Society's 
field  of  action,  but  rather  to  encourage  the  formation  of  other 
kindred  associations,  in  adjoining  neighbourhoods.  The  new  societj, 
reported  last  year  as  haying  been  establislied  in  mid-Somerset,  has 
already,  under  zealous  management,  attained  a  considerable  growth ; 
while  that  of  a  contiguous  district,  in  Dorsetshire,  is  maintaining  the 
promise  formed  at  its  establishment. 

The  working  and  general  condition  of  our  own  large  Society,  in  this 
district,  may  be  reported  as,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  From  every 
parish,  the  excellence  of  the  field-garden  principle,  is  acknowledged ; 
and  the  only  exceptions  to  the  great  advantages  of  its  practices,  are 
noticed  in  the  occasional  cases  of  idle  and  careless  occupiers.  Gene- 
rally, the  allotment  tenants,  and  especially  the  annivei'sary  prizemeni 
are  remarked  as  the  best  conducted,  and  the  most  industrious 
labourers  of  their  respective  parishes,  and  the  amount  of  benefit  they 
derive  from  their  occupations  is  always  found  to  be  in  proportion  to 
their  good  character  and  diligence.  The  field-garden,  therefore,  con- 
tinues to  be,  not  only  a  safe  general  test  of  character,  but  also  the 
means  of  raising  that  character,  and  stimulating  habits  of  industry. 
It  is  commonly  found  throughout  the  district,  that  for  every  vacancy, 
in  the  occupation  of  a  field-garden,  there  are  many  pressing  appli<* 
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cants,  whilst  grateful  acknowledgments  of  benefits  derived  from  the 
land,  in  seasons  of  winter  severity  and  scarcity  of  employment,  are 
common  in  every  parish.  The  healthiness,  also,  of  the  allotment 
labour,  is  proved  to  be  a  very  valuable  ingredient  of  it,  to  the  occu- 
pier, whose  employment  at  home  is  sedentary,  and  the  opportunity  it 
affords  of  initiating  the  children  of  labouring  families,  in  a  taste  for, 
and  in  an  early  habit  of  out-of-door  work,  continues  to  be  one  of  its 
most  useful  recommendations. 

The  general,  good,  moral,  and  social  tendencies  of  the  field-garden 
system,  are  now  too  well  known  and  experienced,  to  require  again  to 
be  dwelt  on  in  detail,  in  this  report.  The  association  of  labouring 
men,  in  industrious  voluntary  employment  on  the  land,  an  employ- 
ment independent  in  its  character,  productive  of  great  benefit  to  their 
families,  leading  to  honest  emulation  and  friendly  intercourse  of  the 
best  kind,  away  from  the  temptations  of  idleness  and  dissipation, 
offering  pleasure  as  well  as  profit — recreation  as  well  as  useful  em- 
ployment ;  teaching  men  to  be  thoughtful  for  themselves  and  their 
families,  and  directing  their  minds,  at  the  same  time,  upwards,  almost 
necessarily,  to  the  Great  Giver  of  every  blessing,  and  all  fertility  ; 
anch  associations,  in  parishes,  especially  if  well  carried  out,  arc  found 
to  be  attended  with  benefits,  direct  and  indirect,  of  no  common  value. 
But  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  among  upwards  of  1000  field- 
gardens,  which  belong  to  this  Society,  embracing  in  their  occupation 
considerably  more  than  four  thousand  individuals,  exceptions  to 
general  good  conduct,  and  management,  will  not  sometimes  occur. 
In  one  parochial  report,  for  instance,  of  the  present  year,  one  allot- 
ment labourer  is  stated  as  being  decidedly  the  best  cultivator  of  his 
land,  and  therefore,  on  that  account,  as  being  entitled  to  the  first 
prize  of  his  parish  ;  but  it  has  been  deemed  a  duty,  to  place  him  at 
the  bottom  of  the  prize  list,  on  account  of  his  occasional  intemper- 
ance. Again,  from  another  parish,  that  excellent  rule  of  the  Society, 
which  requires  ail  field-garden  occupiers,  and  their  families,  to  attend 
Uieir  usual  place  of  religious  worship,  on  the  Lord*s  Day,  is  reported 
aa  not  being  properly  attended  to. 

Now,  both  these  cases  of  exception  to  tluit  character  of  the  allot- 
ment labourer,  which  the  Society's  rules  are  found  to  promote,  de- 
mand its  serious  attention,  and  the  discouragement  of  all  its  respectable 
tenants.  No  report,  indeed,  of  any  convicted  offence  against  the 
laws  of  the  country,  by  any  field-garden  occupier,  has  been  received 
this  year,  a  circumstance  greatly  illustrative  of  the  soundness  of  the 
system  ;  but  iuch  offences  against  morality  and  religion  as  those  just 
stated,  must,  in  future,  be  visited  with  a  forfeiture  of  allotment,  in 
compliance  with  the  rules  of  the  Association. 

The  committee  cannot  conclude  their  present  report  without 
expressing  how  deeply  sensible  they  are  of  the  bright  prospects  of 
moral  and  social  improvement  of  the  best  kind  which  the  successful 
progress  of  the  Society's  principles  throughout  the  kingdom,  under 
the  Divine  blessing,  permits  them  to  enjoy.  They  consider  it  a  high 
honour  to  the  neighbourhood  in  which  they  live,  to  have  been 
engaged  for  nearly  20  years,  in  bearing  a  humble  but  zealous  part  in 
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this  good  work — the  work  of  Christian  social  reform.  The  prin- 
ciple of  their  Society  is  that  of  the  general  improvement  of  the 
labouring  man's  condition,  morally,  socially,  and  religiously ;  and 
they  value  highly  the  association  of  membership  which  it  promoteSy 
because  they  would  fain  acknowledge  in  every  brother-member  one 
whose  heart  is  alive  to  the  best  claims  of  humanity,  and  who  is  ever 
ready  to  aid  his  humbler  neighbour,  not  only  in  the  way  adopted  by 
this  Society,  but  in  all  those  other  ways  of  local  philanthropy,  at  far 
as  he  is  able,  which  its  principles  equally  encourage. 

The  Rev.  J.  Stratton  Coles,  one  of  the  Honorary  Secretaries,  said, 
he  had  received  letters  from  Lord  Hinton,  Lord  Bridport,  Sir  A. 
Hood,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Mr.  Moody,  M.P.,  Mr.  T.  Hoskins,  and  the  Rev. 
F.  C.  Johnson,  explaining  the  reasons  of  their  being  unable  to  attend 
the  meeting,  and  expressing  their  cordial  sympathy  with  the  object  of 
the  Society. 

T.  D.  AcLAND,  Esq.,  rose  and  said  he  had  great  pleasure  in  moving 
the  adoption  of  the  report,  although  he  believed  he  was  about  the 
least  fit  person  to  do  so  of  any  in  that  room ;  for,  except  from  the 
fact  of  his  having  been  for  15  years  a  subscriber  to  the  Society,  froni 
a  distant  part  of  the  county,  he  had  no  claim  to  present  himself 
before  them.  His  coming  to  the  meeting  was  entirely  accidental ; 
and  he  was  certainly  not  prepared  for  a  platform  meeting  or  speeches 
at  12  o'clock  in  the  day.  It  was  impossible  for  any  man  who  was  in 
any  degree  connected  with  agriculture,  or  who  was  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  labouring  classes,  to  enter  that  district  without  feelings 
of  great  interest  and  in  some  degree  of  surprise.  Using  a  geological 
phrase,  he  might  say  they  were  living  in  a  vale  bounded  on  the 
one  hand  by  the  Has  hills  of  Somerset,  and  on  the  south  by  the  great 
line  of  Dorset  hills ;  and  in  that  vast  basin  which  stretched  forth 
from  Langport  to  the  Bristol  channel,  lay,  perhaps,  one  of  the  most 
fertile  soils  in  the  whole  world.  They  had  in  that  district  a  popula- 
tion equal  to  the  average  of  the  whole  of  England,  including  London 
and  the  manufacturing  districts ;  and  in  some  parts  the  population 
was  even  above  that  average.  If  they  were  to  compare  the  popnla* 
tion  in  that  part  of  the  county  with  the  east  coast  of  England  they 
would  find  that,  while  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  the  number  of  persons 
to  every  100  acres  was  but  22,  and  in  some  parts  only  14,  in  Somerset 
there  were  not  less  than  41,  taking  the  average  of  the  county,  while 
in  some  districts  there  was  a  man  to  an  acre.  The  proof  of  this  wis 
seen  in  the  great  extension  of  the  allotment  system  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  He  believed  that  the  county  of  Somerset  was  one  of  the 
earliest,  if  not  the  earliest,  engaged  in  the  formation  of  field-gardens 
for  working  men.  The  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  about  40  or  50 
years  ago,  was  the  first  to  bring  this  matter  before  the  public ;  in  that 
immediate  neighbourhood,  Mr.  Whitehead,  Mr.  Lance,  Mr.  Sparkesi 
and  other  gentlemen,  had  long  been  engaged  in  promoting  the  exten- 
sion  of  the  field-garden  system ;  and  in  East  Somerset,  Capt.  Scobell 
had  been  incessantly  engaged  for  the  last  20  yeai-s  in  the  same  cause. 
He  had  been  himself  an  allotment  tenant  this  year.  Finding  that 
there  were  no  allotments  in  the  parish  where  he  lived,  he  took  a  field 
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imd  let  it  out  for  allotments ;  but  he  reserved  ooe  for  himself,  and 
was  going  to  work  his  with  the  poor  man  beside  him.  (Cheers.) 
He  believed  that  if  it  were  possible  for  the  poor  to  have  a  piece  of 
ground  attached  to  their  cottages,  the  allotment  societies  might  be  at 
once  dissolved.  That,  however,  was  impossible  in  the  towns.  He 
was  glad  to  see  that  in  some  parishes  which  he  knew  to  be  especially 
over-burdened  by  population,  there  were  so  large  a  number  of  allot- 
ments ;  but  he  was  very  sorry  to  see  that  the  names  of  some  very 
notable  parishes,  which  were  very  much  pressed  by  population,  did 
not  appear  in  that  list.  He  could  only  say,  with  all  possible  earnest- 
ness, that  he  hoped  the  owners  of  land  in  those  parishes  would  take 
the  matter  into  their  serious  consideration,  and  endeavour  to  remedy 
the  evil. 

Henry  Hoskins,  Esq.,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  said — It  was 
impossible  to  avoid  observing  and  appreciating  the  value  of  the 
Society,  the  eighteenth  anniversary  of  which  they  had  met  to  com- 
memorate. He  congratulated  the  meeting  on  the  favourable  spe- 
cimens of  the  moral  and  vegetable  world  which  they  saw  before 
them. 

Kev.  E.  Lance  moved  the  next  resolution— <'  That  this  meeting 
being  convinced  that  the  field-garden  system,  properly  carried  out, 
produces  unmixed  benefit  to  the  labourer,  and  is  not  in  any  degree 
prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  employer,  considers  it  the  duty  and 
Christian  privilege  of  all  classes  to  unite  in  its  support."  He  said 
he  should  prove  to  them,  by  facts  and  figures,  the  first  part  of  the 
proposition,  that  the  field-garden  system  properly  carried  out  pro- 
duces unmixed  benefit  to  the  labourer.  He  was  the  holder  of  an 
allotment,  but  he  was  not  the  winner  of  a  prize.  They  had  7  prizes 
given  in  his  parish,  and  the  inspectors  put  him  7th,  but  in  consequence 
of  the  funds  being  low  the  7th  prize  was  withheld.  He  had  an  allot- 
ment of  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  and  in  one-fourth  part  of  it,  this  year, 
he  grew  14  cwt.  of  parsnips,  which  at  3^.  6d,  per  cwt  after  deducting 
3f.  on  2  cwt.  waste,  would  produce  21.  2«.,  the  whole  allotment  at  that 
rate  would  produce  just  9/. ;  and  allowing  a  margin  of  3/.  for  rent, 
&c.,  would  leave  6/.  as  clear  profit,  or  2s.  6d.  a  week-— an  important 
addition  to  the  wages  of  the  labourer.  In  stating  that  it  was  not 
meant  that  the  Labourer's  Friend  Society  should  interfere  with  the 
wages  of  the  labourer,  they  only  wished  to  add  to  his  wages  by  his 
honest  industry,  and  that  he  might  procure  some  comforts  which  his 
wages  could  not  enable  him  to  get.  A  labourer  in  his  parish  pro- 
posed at  the  last  meeting  that  there  should  be  a  quarterly  subscription 
of  6d.  each  among  the  tenants,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  cultivation 
of  any  poor  man's  allotment  who  should,  at  the  time  of  cropping  the 
ground,  be  cast  on  the  bed  of  sickness.  He  (Mr.  Lance)  recom- 
mended that  it  should  be  done,  and  he  hoped  the  plan  had  been  car- 
ried into  efiect.  The  second  part  of  the  resolution  was,  that  the 
field -garden  system  ])roperly  carried  out  was  not  in  any  degree  preju- 
dicial to  the  employer.  It  had  been  objected  that  the  labourer 
reserved  part  of  his  strength  to  be  expended  on  his  allotment,  which 
ought  to  be  employed  on  the  farm.     Now^  he  wished  to  prove  that 
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the  objection  was  purely  imaginary,  and  was  not  founded  on  fact;  and 
lie  would  do  so  by  wliat  he  saw  passing  under  his  own  eyes,  in  the 
field-gardens  of  his  parish.  They  all  knew  that  towards  the  end  of 
February  or  beginning  of  March  was  the  time  when  the  greatest 
possible  activity  prevailed  in  the  field-gardens,  and  when  the  real 
hard  work  of  digging  and  delving  was  done.  At  that  time  it  was 
customary  for  the  allotment-holder  to  obtain  leave  of  absence  from 
his  employer  for  two  or  three  days,  just  as  it  might  suit  the  conve- 
nience  of  his  master.  So  that,  at  the  time  when  all  the  hard  work 
was  required,  the  labourer  was  not  dividing  the  vigour  of  his  body 
between  the  demxiTids  of  his  master  and  his  own  wants — ^because  at 
that  very  time  he  was  his  own  roaster.  The  master  was  not  injured 
in  any  way,  because  during  that  time  the  labourer  received  no  wages. 
He  would  ask,  then,  whether  the  labourer  who  was  thus  kindly 
treated  by  his  master  would  not  be  likely  to  serve  him  better  than 
one  who  was  dissatisfied?  When  the  work  had  been  thus  done,  and 
the  crops  planted,  the  future  work  was  comparatively  light,  and  was 
generally  performed  by  the  labourer's  wife  and  children.  During  the 
long  summer  evenings  the  labourer  had  many  hours  which  belonged 
to  himself  and  not  to  his  master;  and  instead  of  spending  his  time 
at  the  public  house,  thereby  injuring  himself  and  making  himself  a 
bad  labourer,  he  was  seen  working  in  his  allotment,  and  in  doing  that 
his  master  could  not  be  injured  in  the  slightest  degree.  He  thought 
it  had  been  proved  that  the  field-garden  system  was  not  prejudicial  to 
the  employer  :  but  supposing  it  was  so — were  they  not  as  fellow  men 
and  fellow  Christians  to  make  some  little  sacrifice  in  order  that  thoie 
who  were  placed  by  Providence  beneath  them  should  have  some  little 
addition  to  their  comforts  ?  He  hoped  then  the  question  was  set  at 
rest  for  ever.  But  he  was  prepared  to  go  much  further — he  wis 
prepared  to  prove  that  the  system  carried  on  by  that  Society  wu 
indirectly  highly  beneficial  to  the  employers.  It  was  now  eighteen 
years  since  that  Society  was  first  instituted,  by  that  man  who  had  the 
welfare  of  the  poor,  temporally  and  spiritually,  always  at  heart — the 
Rev.  Mr.  Whithead — (Cheers) — and  one  of  the  results  of  its  efibrts 
had  been  the  moral  and  temporal  improvement  of  the  labouring 
classes.  (Loud  cheers.)  Every  year  they  had  brought  before  them 
facts  which  proved  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  condition  of  the  allot- 
ment tenants  was  very  much  benefited.  Every  year  they  heard  of 
men  who,  from  being  once  drunken,  dissolute,  and  desperate 
characters,  had,  under  the  influence  of  this  system,  become  honesti 
moral,  and  industrious  men,  who  had  the  interests  of  their  masters  at 
heart.  When  they  saw  how  greatly  the  Society  had  improved  the 
moral  condition  of  the  labourer,  and  increased  his  comforts,  he 
thought  they  were  perfectly  justified  in  saying,  that  not  only  was  the 
system  not  injurious  to  the  employers,  but  it  was  decidedly  beneiiciali 
because  it  had,  under  God's  blessing,  made  their  labourers  Dot  only 
honest  and  industrious,  but  happy  and  contented. 

Mr.  Salter  seconded  the  resolution,  and  bore  testimony  to  the 
value  of  the  Society's  labours  in  various  districts.  He  recommended 
the  tenants  not  to  depetid  too  much  upon  the  potatoe  root,  and  what 
they  did  plant  should  be  early  sorts,  so  that  they  might  be  able  to 
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clear  the  ground  in  time  for  other  vegetables.  He  recommended  the 
tenants  to  manure  the  ground  well.  One  day,  when  looking  over 
Earl  Ducie*B  model  farm,  at  Whitfield,  he  expressed  his  surprise  at 
wheat  being  grown  there  every  other  year,  and  suggested  a  doubt  as 
to  whether  the  land  would  bear  it;  whereupon  Mr.  Morton,  the 
bailiff,  replied :  "  The  land  is  like  a  bank,  if  you  don't  put  anything 
in  it,  you  can  take  nothing  out." 

Mr.  Dabby,  also  as  a  practical  farmer,  bore  testimony  to  the  value 
of  the  Society's  operations  in  his  neighbourhood.  So  far  from  being 
an  injury  to  the  employer,  he  considered  the  field-garden  system  to 
be  decidedly  beneficial. 

The  successful  candidates  were  then  called  forward,  and  received 
the  prizes  awarded  to  them  ;  each  man  receiving  a  ticket  for  refresh • 
ment  at  the  same  time.  The  prizes  having  been  distributed, 
the  chairman  briefly  addressed  the  labourers ;  and  then  vacated  tho 
chair. 

A  large  number  of  gentlemen  afterwards  dined  together  at  the 
George ;  but  the  length  to  which  our  report  of  the  meeting  has 
extended,  together  with  the  other  demands  on  our  space,  prevent  our 
reporting  the  proceedings  at  the  festive  board,  ,  ^ 


SLAITHWAITE  AND  LINGARD'S    SPADE  HUSBANDRY 
AND  STALL  FEEDING  ASSOCIATION. 

Under  the  Patronage  of  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 

Tub  seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  above  Society  was  held  in  the 
National  School-room,  Slaithwaite,  near  Huddersfield,  on  the  evening 
of  Wednesday,  the  20th  of  Nov.,  when  a  large  assemblage  of  agri- 
cultural and  manufacturing  operatives  were  present,  and  specimens  of 
turnips,  potatoes,  &c.,  displayed.  The  chair  was  taken  by  the  Hcv. 
C.  A.  Hulbert,  M.A.,  incumbent  of  Slaithwaite,  who  commenced  the 
meeting  with  reading  several  collects  and  the  12th  chapter  of  Pro- 
verbs ;  after  which  he  congratulated  the  Society  on  its  unabated 
activity,  but  expressed  his  regret  at  the  loss  of  one  of  the  committee, 
the  late  Mr.  James  Bamforth,  of  Birks,  and  the  illness  of  several 
others,  which  prevented  their  attendance.  He  also  read  letters  from 
several  clergymen  and  other  gentlemen,  who  regretted  their  inability 
to  attend  the  meeting.  He  stated  that  in  addition  to  their  labours 
with  respect  to  the  direct  objects  of  the  association,  the  committee 
had  been  very  useful  in  superintending  the  improvement  of  the 
township  by  drainage  (at  the  expense  of  the  noble  Earl)  and  other 
sanitary  regulations ;  and  said  they  were  always  ready  to  receive 
suggestions  and  promote  improvements.  It  was  a  satisfaction  to 
him  to  find  that  the  plans  which  they  had  carried  out  for  the  employ- 
ment  of  the  poor  on  the  land,  and  which  had  been  advocated  by  his 
venerable  father  (Mr.  Hulbert,  of  Shrewsbury,)  in  the  Salopian 
Magazine^  in  the  year  1816,  had  now  obtained  the  favour  of  the 
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country  generally,  as  a  resource  in  seasons  of  manufacturing  distreif. 
The  government  gave  great  encouragement  to  it  in  connexion  with 
the  schools  under  inspection.  The  committee  of  council  on  educa- 
tion had  given  two  premiums,  one  of  8/.  12^.,  in  aid  of  the  cowhouse 
erected  at  the  Upper  Slaithwaite  School;  and  another,  of  2/.,  to 
purchase  tools  for  the  children  who  worked  at  the  field  gardens  con* 
nected  with  the  school  in  which  they  were  assembled.  The  minutes 
of  council  recently  published  contained  the  last  reports  of  these  school 
gardens  at  full  length,  and  also  of  several  school  gardens  and  farms 
in  connexion  with  parochial  unions.  Even  the  ladies,  of  whom  he 
was  proud  to  see  some  present,  had  begun  to  patronise  the  endeavour. 
Miss  Harriet  Martincau  had  published  two  letters  on  cowkeeping, 
carried  on  at  Ambleside,  one  of  which  was  read ;  and  showed  thtt 
she  was  enabled  to  maintain  two  cows  and  supply  the  table  with  vege- 
tables (except  winter  potatoes),  from  less  than  an  acre  and  a  quarter  of 
ground  ;  and  he  assured  the  meeting  that  if  he  did  not  consider  that 
spade  husbandry  was  likely  to  conduce  to  the  best  and  highest  interests 
of  the  people  committed  to  his  charge,  he  should  not  deem  it  proper  to 
devote  any  portion  of  what  he  might  call  his  sacred  time  to  it ;  but 
he  was  assured,  from  the  experience  of  the  past  seven  years,  that  it 
had  a  tendency  as  well  to  relieve  men's  bodily  wants,  as  to  make  them 
accessible  to  the  influences  of  religion  and  the  practice  of  industry, 
temperance,  and  other  virtues.  (Applause.)  The  chairman  then 
read  a  very  interesting  statement  by  Mr.  John  Bamford,  of  Barrett, 
of  his  spade  farm,  and  called  on — 

The  Rev.  Cutpield  Wardroper,  Incumbent  of  Farnley  Tyas,  and 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Upper  Slaithwaite  school,  who  gave  a  cheer- 
ing account  of  the  state  of  the  industrial  farm  at  Farnley,  and  read 
the  report  of  Mr.  Thomas  Bottomley,  master  of  the  Upper  Slaithwaite 
national  school,  respecting  his  small  field  and  garden  ;  and  the  scholars' 
allotments,  showing  that  the  produce  coincided  with  the  diligence  and 
labour  bestowed.  The  crops  of  potatoes  were  almost  universally  light 
this  year.  Mr.  W.  then  read  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Hev. 
Frederick  Watkins,  her  Majesty's  inspector  of  schools,  speaking  with 
commendation  of  the  school  field  gardens  and  the  labours  of  the  Rev. 
C.  A.  Hulbert  in  promoting  industrial  employment  in  connexion  with 
intellectual  improvement.  He  felt  assured  from  observation  that  men 
became  better  attendants  at  church,  in  consequence  of  the  improve- 
ment of  their  circumstances  and  habits  by  spade  Lusbaudry,  and 
thereby  acquainted  with  the  Word  of  God  and  other  means  of  grace, 
without  which  tliey  might  be  industrious  and  useful,  but  could  not  be 
Christian  men. 

Mr.  Samuel  Wood  Horsfall,  one  of  the  committee,  then  read  a 
statement  made  by  Richard  Horsfall,  of  Merrydale,  spade  farmer, 
stating  that  he  had  obtained  good  crops  from  a  field  which  was  going 
back  to  heath  again,  not  having  had  any  manure  laid  on  it  for  thirty 
years.  He  was  prevented  himself  from  attending  by  a  railway  occu- 
pation in  Lancashire,  but  was  full  of  confidence  in  the  value  of  the 
system  of  spade  husbandry. 

Mr.  John  MuloRi  scJioolmaster,  Slaitbwaite»  then  read  his  report 
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of  the  school  gardens,  and  boys'  labour  on  the  school  farm.  He 
stated  that  he  found  the  employment  most  readily  followed  by  the 
boys,  and  that  they  improved  none  the  less  in  their  studies  for  the 
ohange  of  occupation.  The  great  press  of  study  necessary  to  prepare 
the  pupil  teachers  for  the  examination  of  the  inspector  of  schools, 
had  rendered  it  difficult  to  pay  the  proper  attention  to  their  gardens, 
but  he  considered  the  union  of  the  two  most  beneficial,  and  cal- 
culated to  counteract  the  evils  attendant  on  their  sedentary  occu- 
pation. 

Frederick  Thynne,  Esq.,  of  Westminster,  agent  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  then  rose,  and  in  an  able  and  eloquent  speech  com- 
mented upon  the  statements  which  had  been  made.  Periods  of 
depression — yea,  haggard  want — had  occurred,  and  would  come 
again;  and  he  was  endeavouring  to  induce  them  to  raise  a  bridge,  not 
by  engineering  labour,  cost  and  skill,  but  by  their  own  hands  ;  it  was 
this  system  of  employment  upon  the  land  which  secured  them  a 
resource  in  time  of  necessity.  Mr.  John  Bamford  and  Mr.  Richard 
Horsfall  had  both  urged  them  to  keep  their  laud  in  good  heart,  so  that 
even  if  now  their  time  were  worth  more  to  them  than  the  2s.  per 
day,  which  spade  labour  offered,  they  might  be  able,  by  hiring  assist- 
ance, to  resort  to  the  latter  when  other  employment  failed  them.  Mr. 
Thynne  showed  that  though  the  Nields  farm,  cultivated  this  year,  had 
not  been  remunerative,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop ;  yet 
that,  on  the  average  of  the  two  last  years,  there  had  been  a  profit  of 
5/.  above  labour  and  all  other  charges,  affording  105  days  in  the  year 
employment  at  2s,  per  day  from  less  than  three  acres  of  land.  He 
passed  a  deserved  eulogium  on  the  late  Mr.  James  Bamforth,  of 
Birks,  and  stated  that  it  had  been  the  earnest  desire  of  Lord  and 
Lady  Lewisham  to  attend  the  present  meeting,  but  they  were  pre- 
vented by  other  engagements;  that  the  most  lively  interest  was  felt 
by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  and  Lord  Lewisham  in  these  townships, 
and  especially  in  this  association.  He  could  not  but  notice  the  great 
improvement  in  the  farms,  and  in  the  contents  of  the  houses,  as  well 
as  the  general  appearance  of  the  people,  coincident  with  trading  pros- 
perity, contrasted  with  the  destitution  and  almost  nakedness  which 
gradually  manifested  itself  when  the  loom  ceased  to  give  employment, 
and  the  farms  were  neglected.  He  said  thoy  might  learn^  however, 
from  those  who  neglected  their  farm  and  gardens,  as  well  as  those  who 
cultivated  them.  He  said,  some  of  the  school  allotments  had  too  many 
weeds,  and  recommended  a  little  mutual  criticism  on  the  subject. 
The  address  of  Mr.  Thynne,  of  which  we  have  given  but  a  mere 
outline,  was  received  with  much  applause,  and  was  followed  by  the 
award  of  the  following  prizes  for  the  best  crops  cultivated  by  spade 
labour  only  : — 

Mr,  William  Varley,  Bottoms,  for  potatoes  ;         20s. 

Mr.  Richard  Horsfall,  for  wheat    .  .  .         SO^. 

Mr.  John  Dransfield,  oats  .  •  •         20^. 

Mr.  Nathan  Sutcliff,  for  turnips  with  cabbages      .         40^. 

Mr.  Nathan  Sutcliff,  for  mangold  wurzel   .  .         80^. 

Charles  Wood,  Nields,  for  turnips  after  a  green  crop     405. 

John  England,  Cottage  Allotment,  for  potatoes     .        10^. 
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The  thanks  of  the  meeting  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  for  hit 
patronage,  and  Mr.  Thynnc  for  hU  attendance,  were  then  proposed 
by  Mr.  John  Sykes,  Holthead,  and  seconded  by  J.  S.  Schole;>,  £sq«, 
and  carried  unanimously,  with  three  times  three  cheers  for  the  noble 
Earl  and  his  agents;  after  which  the  Chairman  proposed  the  National 
Anthem,  two  verses  of  which  were  sung  with  enthusiasm,  and  the 
meeting  separated  about  ten  o'clock. 


Donations  and  Subscriptions,  from  the  SOth  of  November^ 
to  the  3lst  of  December  J  1850. 

*«*  Those  sanis  to  which  (D.)  is  prefixed  arc  DonaUons;  all  othen  are  Annual  SahscrlpUoni. 

Rif^ht    Hon.    Lord    Alfred  £  8.  d.  ! 

Churchill 5  0    0  > 

Captain  Sir  William  Dcni- 

8on,  U.  E 5  0    0 

Sir  John  Paul,  Bart.,  Tcmple- 

bar 5  5     0  1 

Sr.  Geo.  Burke,  Esq.,  Por- 

chester-terrace  .    .     (D.)  5  5    0 
Mrs.  Nicholson,  Waverley- 

abbey,  Farnham     .    (D.)  5  0/0 

J.  H.  H.  Foley,  Esq.,  M.P.   .  5  0  *t) 

C.  W.  Tabor,  Esq.,  Ix)thbury  5  0  0 
Sir  William  Colebrooke  ..220 
Sir  Walter  Trevellyan,  Bart.  2  2  0 
Lady  Peyton,  Swift's  Uouse, 

Bicester 2    2    0 

J.  C.  Colquhoun,  Esq.^  Ches- 

ham-plnce 2    2    0 

Rev.  A.  Fitzroy,  Fakenham 
Majrna 2    2    0 

J.  Labouchere,  Esq.,  Trea- 
surer, Birchin-laue  ...     2     2    0 

J.  Bates,  Esq.,  Bishopsgate  .220 

Rev.  M.  T.  Farrar,  Shirley, 

by  Croydon 2     0    0 

Lady  Paul.  Temple  Bar  ..     I     1     0 

Rev.  J  Nodder,  Ashover, 
near  Chesterfield      ...    1     1     0 

W.  J.  Clutton,  Esq.,  York    .110 

D.  T.  Morgan,  Esq.,  Leyton- 
stone 110 

Captain  T.  R.  Thomas,  R.N. 

Langbarue 1     10 

P.  W.  Mure,  Esq.,  Shirley, 

near  Croydon ....'.     1     1     0 


Miss  Irvine,  ^lontagne-place 

T.  J.  I^ing,  Esq.,  Erecthean 

Club 

A .  Johnson,  Esq.,  Halesworth 
Rev.  J.  N.  Simkinson,  liar 

row-on-the-Hill  .... 
Mrs.  Landon,  Crescent,  Bath 
W.  Tweedy,  Esq.,  Truro 
J.  Angerstein,  Esq.,  Wood< 

lan£.  Black  heath    .    . 
J.  M.  Strachan,  Esq.,  Ted 

dington  ..... 
James  Strachan,  Esq., 
Miss   Bracken,    Grosvenor. 

place      

J.  Turner,  Esq.,  Brighton 
H.  Jackson,  Esq.,  Essex-street 
J.  Jackson,  Esq.,  Essex-street 
Captain  E.  E.  Tennant,  R.N. 

B.  Jowett,  Esq.,  Carleton, 
Pontefract 

J.  W.  Sotberan,  Esq.,  Netley 
Lodge.  Southampton    .    . 

W.  F.  Hobbs,  Esq.,  Boxted 
Lodge,  near  Colchester 

J.  Deverell,  Esq.,  near  Ports- 
mouth     

J.  R.  Pease,  Esq ,  Hull    .    . 

J.  Lee,  Esq.,  Redbrook    .    . 

J.  Lee,  Esq.,  jun.,  Redbrook 


£  s.  d. 
1     1    0 

1  1  0 
1     1    0 

1  1  0 
1  1  0 
1     1    0 

1     1    0 

1  1  0 
1     1    0 

1  I  0 
1     1    0 

1  1  i) 

I  1  0 
1    0    0 

1    0   0 

0  10   0 

0  10   0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 


Per  Mr.  Martin,  Agent 

Rev.  H.  Stevens 010  0 

W.  Gorham,  Esq 0  10  0 
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PROCEEDINGS   DURING   THE    MONTH   OF  JANUARY. 

Exeter  Hnlly  Strand. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  2§th  day  of  January; 
present.  Major  Little  in  the  Chair, — Henry  Roberts,  John 
2perling,  Samuel  Hanson,  Henry  Bianshard,  and  Thomas 
Twining,  jun.,  Esqs. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  of  the  16th  December,  1850, 
were  read,  and  confirmed. 

The  AUotmcnt  Agent  reported  that  during  the  month  he  had 
visited  Strood,  Chatham,  Margate,  Ramsgate,  Rochester,  Gilling- 
haro,  Edenbridge,  Hadiow,  Tonbridge,  Maidstone,  and  Sutton, 
near  Epsom. 

At  Margate  he  attended  a  rent  supper,  to  which  the  magistrates 
and  other  gentlemen  very  liberally  contributed,  in  consequence 
of  the  good  effects  produced  by  the  Allotment  Gardens  on  the 
labouring  population  of  the  town.  One  hundred  and  five  tenants 
sat  down  to  a  substantial  supper,  amongst  whom  were  two  who, 
previously  to  their  having  allotments,  had  been  imprisoned  and 
summarily  convicted  of  different  offences  several  times;  they 
have  been  tenants  about  three  years,  have  entirely  redeemed 
their  character,  and  have  two  of  the  best  cultivated  allotments. 

At  West  Mailing  the  rent  dinner  took  place  on  the  15th 
inst  Fifty-two  tenants  sat  down,  along  with  thirty  visitors, 
consisting  of  the  clergy,  magistrates,  landlords,  farmers,  and 
principal  tradesmen  in  the  neighbourhood ;  this  was  the  more 
gratifying,  as  much  opposition  nad  been  shown  before  to  the 
establishing  of  allotments  in  that  town. 

Jtamsffate.— About   thirty  allotments  of  twenty  poles  each, 

NO.    LXXXL  C 


18  THE  labourer's  FRIEND. 

have  been  made  oa  the  East  Cliff,  and  thirty  more  in  the  Vale. 
The  rent  of  the  land  is  high,  but  still  the  poor  are  found  very 
anxious  to  take  it. 

At  Sutton,  in  Surrey,  the  Agent  met  Thomas  Alcock,  Esq., 
M.P.,  by  appointment,  to  look  at  some  land  for  allotment^, 
which  he  is  particularly  anxious  to  see  established  in  that  vil- 
lage, which  contains  about  1000  inhabitants,  most  of  whom  are 
labourers,  and  he  will  make  an  offer  respecting  it  in  a  few  days. 

Tlie  Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings  report  that  the  Honoraiy 
Architect  having  certified  that  the  builder  of  the  Portpool  Lane 
houses  is  entitled  to  a  second  instalment,  they  have  aitfhorized 
the  payment  of  1000/.  on  account 

The  Sub-Committee  have  the  satisfaction  of  stating  that  the 
receipts  of  the  George  Street  Lodging-house  have  increased  finom 
588L  Is.  2d.  in  1849,  to  615/.  10^.  Sd.  in  1850. 

In  the  Charles  Street  Lodging-house  there  has  also  been  9fi 
increase  of  rent. 

They  have  also  to  state  that  the  inmates  in  the  lodging- 
houses,  and  tenants  in  the  family  houses,  are  going  on  in  a 
regular  and  satisfactory  manner. 

Letters  were  received  from  Lady  Caroline  Murray ;  Mrs.  EUr- 
greaves;  H(5n.  Fras.  G.  Molyneux;  Revs.  J.  R.  Benyon  and  James 
Burrow;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Passy;  Alfred  L.  Dicitens ;  William 
Barker;  Jasper  Rogers;  Oswald  Mosley ;  Thomas  Alcock;  J.  D. 
Robinson;  J.  Buchanan,  Secretary  of  the  Lodging-house^ 
Glasgow;  G.  T.  Chambers;  Alexander  Gordon,  Esqs.;  and 
Mr.  Richard  Cavanagh,  Tipperary,  Ireland. 


THE  GOOD  EFFECTS  OF  ALLOTMENTS  AND 
RENT  SUPPERS. 

At  the  Margate  Rent  Supper,  the  following  extract  from  the  Report 
of  the  Dover  Sessions  for  the  year  1850  excited  considerable  interest, 
as  the  absence  of  crime  was  to  some  extent  attributable  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  allotments. 

Criminal  Report  of  Cases  from  Margate. 

April  Sessions      One  ;  case  dismissed. 

July      ditto  None. 

October  ditto        Two,  not  natiTes  of  MargtU. 

December  ditto     None. 

The  allotments  have  been  in  operation  four  years.  There  are  10& 
tenants,  and  not  one  defaulter  in  rent,  or  one  convicted  of  any  offeooe. 

During  the  evening,  one  of  the  tenants  asked  permission  to  say  a 
few  words,  when  he  repeated  the  following  appropriate  lines— 


When  spades  grow  bright,  and  swords  grow  dull, 
When  gaols  are  empty,  and  barns  are  Ml, 
When  churchyards  are  with  frequent  fleet  outworn, 
And  law  courtyards  are  grassy  and  flirlom, 
When  doctors  foot  it,  and  when  farmers  ride, 
When  Age  abounds,  and  Touth  is  multipUed,*- 
Wbere  these  signs  are,  they  indicate 
A  happy  peoplcy  and  well-governed  itate, 

At  West  Mailing,  one  of  the  magistrates  present  gave  **  Heaitb 
and  prosperity  to  the  Allotment  Tenantry/'  when  one  of  the  tenant^ 
returned  thanks,  and  said  the  allotment  was  the  best  system  thai 
was  ever  adopted  to  make  a  poor  man  sober,  hopest,  industfiousi 
independenti  and  altogether  a  good  member  of  society.  They  were 
all  very  thankful  for  it,  and  also  for  the  excellent  dinner  they  had 
eiyoyedi  and  especially  for  the  company  of  so  many  of  the  gentry, 
l^pd  they  hoped  by  their  future  conduct  to  merit  a  continuance  of 
iheir  approbation. 

At  the  close  of  the  proceedings,  another  of  the  tenants  requested  to 
become  a  subscriber  to  the  Society^  that  he  might  have  the  Society's 
publications. 

THE  MID-SOMERSET  LABOURER'S  FRIEND 
SOCIETY. 

Thb  seoood  annual  meeting  of  this  most  useful  institution  was  held 
at  the  Town-hall,  Somerton,  on  Thursday,  the  dlst  of  October.  A  very 
numerous  assemblage  of  the  principal  ladies  and  gentlemen,  including 
many  of  the  clergy  of  the  surrounding  neighbourhood,  met  on  the 
oeeasioa.  We  were  pleased  to  see  the  labouring  classes  evince  a 
deep  interest  in  the  matter.  A  very  large  number  of  them  were 
present^  and  listened  with  much  attention  to  the  various  speeches 
wbieh  were  delivered  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  platform.  The  chair 
vas  most  ably  filled  by  Sir  Alexander  Hood,  Bart.,  M.P.,  who  was 
•opported  by  W.  Pinney,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Rev.  W.  R.  Newbolt,  Rev. 
W.  B.  Whitehead,  Rev.  James  Stratton  Coles,  Rev.  A.  Templeman, 
Rev.  Mr.  Brancker,  —  Colston,  Esq.,  Rev.  J.  Henslow,  J.  Parsons, 
Esq.y  —  Eraser,  Esq.,  —  Bartlett,  Esq.,  Messrs.  Farmer,  Clarke,  &c. 
The  gallery  was  filled  with  ladies,  and  the  body  of  the  hall  by  the 
labouring  classes.  The  show  of  vegetables  was  very  creditable^  but 
inferior  to  those  exhibited  at  Ilminster,  where  the  tenants  had  the 
benefit  of  eighteen  years'  training  under  the  auspices  and  tuition  of 
the  Society. 

The  Chairman,  in  opening  the  business  of  the  meeting,  said — A 
branch  of  the  Labourer's  Friend  Society  Mas  last  year  established 
in  the  new  district  of  Langport,  by  the  hon.  member  for  East 
Somerset,  Col.  Pinney,  the  result  of  which  will  be  read  to  you  by 
the  Secretary,  and  which  is  most  favourable.  To-day  it  is  required 
of  us  that  we  should  endeavour  to  forward  its  growth  and  progress 
in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Somerton,  in  which  I  may,  for 
both  Colonel  Pinney  and  myself,  say,  we  cordially  and  earnestly  join ; 
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and  I  look  with  confidence  to  this  meeting,  honoured  as  it  is  by  the 
presence  of  so  many  ladies,  who  shed  a  lustre  upon  any  undertaking, 
to  respond  to  our  call.  The  object  of  this,  the  second  meeting  of 
the  Society  in  this  district,  is  to  draw  forth  the  goodwill  and  support 
of  the  landowners  and  farmers  towards  it — to  explain  its  advantages 
to  the  labourers — and  to  establish  the  Society  in  quarters  where  its 
advantages  do  not  exist;  and  where  there  has  been  already  a  com- 
mencement of  the  system  in  a  few  parishes,  so  to  incorporate  them 
as  to  bring  them  all  under  one  uniform  systematic  principle  and  rule. 
It  is  said  in  Holy  Writ,  '<  in  the  sweat  of  thy  brow  shalt  thou  eat 
bread,"  and  *•  the  poor  shall  never  cease  out  of  the  land.**  These  are 
the  words  of  the  Divine  Author  of  our  being ;  but  what  is  more 
pleasing  to  the  great  Creator  than  that  man  should  help  his  fellow- 
man  in  lessening  the  trials  of  poverty,  by  placing  in  his  path  of  life 
such  means  as  will  afford  him  and  his  family  increased  sustenance  and 
comfort.  The  labourer  of  character  and  honesty  claims  our  admira- 
tion.   He  is  held,  and  justly,  in  our  first  estimation — 

*^  An  bonest  man  is  tbe  noblest  work  of  God." 

But  as  this  system  is  one  also  of  reformation,  I  would  not  recommend 
that  those  who  may  have  committed  excesses  should  be  excluded 
from  the  advantages  of  the  Society.  When  on  another  similar  occa- 
sion I  was  occupied  in  distributing  premiums,  my  attention  was  called 
to  one  man  who  had  been  a  reckless  drunkard ;  who,  to  satiate  his 
own  vicious  habits,  robbed  his  poor  wife  and  emaciated  children  of 
their  proper  food  and  raiment,  leaving  them  to  rags  and  tatters,  ex- 
posed to  the  bleak  winter  winds  I  This  man  received  at  my  hands 
one  of  the  first  prizes ;  he  was  no  longer  the  sodden  drunkard,  but  a 
reformed  character,  a  good  husband,  a  kind  father,  and  a  constant 
attendant  upon  the  service  of  his  Maker;  upon  stretching  forth  his 
hand  to  receive  his  reward,  every  heart  rejoiced  that  the  lost  sheep 
was  found.  When  I  read  in  the  Society's  statement  that  5000 
families  are  improved  in  their  condition,  I  think  I  am  entitled  to 
say  that  the  more  the  system  is  known  the  more  it  develops  itself^ 
and  I  am  gratified  to  say  that  it  has  made  many  and  large  strides 
over  a  considerable  part  of  England.  The  Chairman  then  alluded  to 
the  progress  the  field -garden  system  had  made  in  the  adjoining  dis- 
trict, through  the  active  exertions  of  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Whitehead,  and 
the  Rev.  J.  S.  Coles;  and  in  the  eastern  division  under  the  auspices 
of  Captain  Scobeli — the  men  of  peace  and  the  man  of  war  uniting  in 
the  promotion  of  the  same  good  work.  He  expressed  the  gratifica- 
tion he  felt  at  seeing  present  among  them  his  excellent  friend,  Mr. 
Clarke,  of  fVreet,  who  was  one  of  the  great  benefactors  of  the  poor 
in  the  neighoourhood  in  which  he  lived.  Whenever  his  poorer  neigh- 
bours were  found  in  distress,  his  hand  was  ever  open  to  relieve  tbem. 
In  conclusion,  Sir  Alexander  said— It  is  one  of  the  very  first  duties 
of  every  English  country  gentleman  to  promote  as  much  as  possible 
the  comfort  of  the  poor  man,  and  I  hope  I  shall  ever  be  found  aiding 
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my  friends  in  doing  all  the  good  I  can,  and  in  supporting  this  most* 
admirable  Society. 

Mr.  Parsons,  the  honorary  secretary  of  the  Society,  then  read  the 
following 

REPORT. 

This  is  the  second  meeting  of  the  Mid-Somerset  Labourers'  Friend 
Society*  The  committee  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  their  pro* 
ceedings  for  the  past  year,  which  have  been  attended  with  favourable 
^nd  increasing  results. 

The  committee  therefore  trust,  that  with  the  further  aid,  and  kind 
i^ssistance,  and  active  co-operation  of  the  numerous  clergy  and  gentry, 
i^nd  also  the  patronage  of  the  ladies,  in  this  important  and  extensive 
district,  that  they  will  be  enabled  to  extend  its  usefulness  into  other 
parishes,  where  this  system  has  not  been  introduced,  the  committee 
having  taken  upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of  taking  land,  and 
re-letting  the  same  to  allotment  tenants,  under  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  this  Society. 

Since  the  Society  has  been  formed  no  less  than  fifteen  parishes  have 
come  under  its  notice,  and  four  hundred  and  eighty-six  allotment 
tenants  are  at  present  reaping  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  sobriety, 
and  morality.  The  allotments,  in  their  respective  parishes,  have  been 
carefully  looked  over  and  inspected  by  persons  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  and  it  has  been  arranged  to  award  prizes,  to  be  paid  in 
money,  to  such  of  the  tenants  who  have  best  cultivated  their  gardens, 
as  well  as  for  their  general  conduct,  and  regular  attendance  with  their 
families  at  their  usual  place  of  worship,  subject  to  the  rules  of  this 
society.  Out  of  this  number  about  ninety  tenants,  from  the  several 
parishes,  are  now  present,  and  will  be  called  upon  to  receive  their 
prizes  as  they  stand,  in  rotation. 

The  committee  think  it  right  to  state  that  when  these  prizes  have 
been  awarded,  the  funds  of  this  Society  will  be  nearly  exhausted;  they 
therefore  hope  that  ample  means  will  be  afforded  them  to  continue  to 
carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  by  annual  subscriplious  and 
donations,  and  also  by  liberal  subscriptions  at  the  door  after  the 
meeting. 

VV.  PiNNEY,  Esq.,  M.P.,  rose  to  move  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
and  said,  his  hon.  friend  had  alluded  to  his  presiding  over  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Society  held  last  year  at  Langport;  he  certainly  had 
much  pleasure  in  doing  so,  but  he  believed  they  gave  him  more  credit 
than  he  deserved ;  for,  without  the  assistance  of  his  friends  around 
him,  particularly  of  those  gentlemen  who  originally  established  the 
parent  society,  he  could  have  done  but  little.  It  gave  him  very  sin- 
cere pleasure  to  hear  from  the  secretary,  not  only  of  the  improvement 
i^hich  bad  taken  place  in  the  cultivation  of  the  allotments,  but  also  of 
the  number  of  parishes  which  had  been  incorporated  since  they  com- 
menced. It  was  the  object  of  the  Society  to  induce  the  labourers  to 
cultivate  their  allotments  as  gardens,  and  to  grow  a  variety  of  vegeta- 
l>lcs^  rather  than  to  plant,  as  they  formerly  did,  the  whole  of  their 


28:  TBB  laboubeb's  ysishd. 

ground  with  potatoes.  If  in  former  times  it  was  foand  desirable  to 
adopt  that  mode  of  cultivation,  it  was  more  desirable  than  ever  now 
that  it  had  pleased  Providence  to  spread  disease  amongst  the  potatoes. 
Mr.  Pinney  concluded  by  expressing  the  gratification  he  felt  at  seeing 
so  many  ladies  and  gentlemen  assembled  to  support  the  Society. 

The  chairman  then  called  upon  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Newbolt,  vicar  of 
Somerton,  to  second  the  resolution. 

The  Rev.  Gentleman,  who  upon  rising  was  loudly  cheered, 
addressed  the  meeting  as  follows: — Sir,  it  is  with  real  pleasure  I 
second  the  resolution  moved  by  my  kind  neighbour  and  friend,  Mr. 
Pinney ;  we  have  long  acted  together  in  the  charitable  proceedings 
of  this  parish,  and  I  trust  we  shall  ever  be  found  going  hand  in  hand 
in  anything  that  is  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  our  poorer  brethren. 
Allow  me  now  to  add  my  testimony,  (the  testimony  in  this  instance 
of  a  very  humble  individual,)  to  the  merits  of  the  Society  which  we 
are  here  met  to  support.  I  have  long  and  narrowly  watched  the 
working  of  these  societies,  not  merely  in  this  county,  but  in  others 
with  which  I  was  formerly  connected,  and  I  can  with  truth  assert, 
that  I  have  never  known  an  instance  of  failure  where  the  rales 
have  been  properly  drawn  up,  and  their  requisitions  rigidly  and 
faithfully  carried  out.  I  need  therefore  scarcely  add,  that  to 
societies  so  framed  and  administered  I  have  ever  given,  and  ever 
shall  give  my  cordial  and  constant  support.  In  this  parish,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  only  one  out  of  three  large  allotments  comes  under 
our  jurisdiction  this  day,  the  two  largest  not  having  as  yet  complied 
with  our  rules  as  to  the  mode  of  cultivation  and  course  of  cropping. 
I  do  hope,  however,  that  before  our  next  anniversary,  they  will  see 
the  expediency  of  conforming  to  our  rules,  which  are  anything  hot 
hard  or  exacting,  and  so  place  themselves  in  a  position  to  receive  prixes 
at  our  hands.  In  so  doing,  they  will  not  only  reap  the  benefit  of  the 
pecuniary  aid  which  this  Society  imparts  to  the  honest,  the  sober,  and 
the  industrious,  but  they  will  also  find  the  advantage  of  following  out 
the  judicious  recommendations  of  the  committee  with  respect  to  the 
cultivation  of  their  grounds.  We  are  told  in  the  volume  of  truthi 
that  **  Much  food  is  in  the  tillage  of  the  poor,  but  there  is  that  is 
destroyed  for  the  want  of  judgment."  Now,  in  some  measure  to 
supply  to  the  poor  man  this  deficiency  is  one  of  the  objects  for  which 
this  Society  was  originally  formed  ;  and  the  first  promoters  of  it  have 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing,  that  by  their  exertions  every  yeafy  as  It 
rolls  away,  adds  considerably  to  the  amount  of  that  judgment,  so 
essential  in  the  holders  of  these  allotments — so  necessary  to  the  increase 
of  their  tillage.  Indeed,  where  the  system  of  land-allotments  has 
once  been  tried,  it  is  difiicult  to  conceive  how  the  poor  man  hereto- 
fore got  on  without  them ;  at  the  present  day,  when  work,  from 
various  causes,  which  I  shall  not  now  stop  to  enumerate,  runs  short, 
what  would  the  poor  man  do  who  had  not  something  of  the  sort  to 
fall  back  upon  ?  It  not  only  afibrds  him  occupation  at  his  leisure 
hours  when  employment  is  plentiful,  but  it  gives  him  subsistence^ 
when^  from  the  pressure  of  the  times,  or  any  other  adverse  circnm* 
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ttance,  he  is  thrown  out  of  regular  work.  Maj  the  good  work  go  on  and 
prosper,  till  every  village  in  the  land  can  exhibit  the  pleasing  spectacle 
of  a  happy  and  contented,  because  an  industrious  and  a  religious, 
people.  *'  Let  the  people  praise  thee,  O  God  I  Let  all  the  people 
praise  thee  I  Then  shall  the  earth  bring  forth  her  increase,  and  God, 
even  our  own  God,  shall  give  us  his  blessing." 

The  Rev.  W.  B.  Whitehead,  Vicar  of  Chard,  and  the  Father  of 
the  Labourer's  Friend  Society  in  that  district,  was  then  called  on  to 
move  the  second  resolution.  He  was  delighted  to  have  the  oppor- 
toility  of  recommending  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  in  that  new 
And  promising  locality,  the  principles  and  system  which  he  had  had 
the  pleasure  of  advocating  for  twenty  years  of  his  life  in  another 
loeality.  He  said,  a  fair  and  promising  locality,  because,  from  what 
lie  had  seen  that  day,  he  thought  it  was  indeed  a  very  promising  field 
of  action.  In  advocating  the  claims  of  the  Society,  it  would  be 
UDough  for  him  to  say,  in  the  words  of  Lord  John  Russell,  that  **  the 
tendency  of  our  boasted  civilization  is  to  leave  a  large  portion  of  our 
population  without  those  means  of  comfort  which  they  ought  to 
pdssess," — and  **  the  principle  of  this  Society  cannot  be  too  highly 
estimated,  as  tending  to  a  most  important  and  beneficial  change  in 
society  at  large."  That  was  a  most  valuable  testimony  coming  from 
a  great  and  practical  statesman — the  prime  minister  of  this  country — 
and  he  (Mr.  Whitehead)  entirely  concurred  in  it.  He  would  ask, 
%hat  was  the  principal  cause  of  the  depression  of  the  labouring 
elasses  in  any  of  the  rural  districts,  especially  in  the  West  of  England^ 
a  depression  which  they  all  lamented,  and  which  they  endeavoured, 
under  God's  blessing,  to  remove?  He  would  not  say  it  was  an 
iiifeafiiciency  of  wages — though  it  was  so  to  a  great  extent — but  a 
want  of  employment.  But  not  only  to  those  two  causes  was  it 
attributable,  but  also  to  the  reckless  morals,  and  the  evil  spirit  of 
Intemperance,  which  tended  in  too  many  instances  to  diminish  the 
raiall  portion  of  wages  which  they  received.  It  was  here  that  the 
field-gaixlen  system  came  in  to  benefit  the  labourer,  by  not  only  adding 
to  his  wages,  which  were  insufiicicnt  for  the  maintenance  of  his  family, 
but  also  by  removing,  in  many  instances,  those  moral  and  physical 
erik  to  which  he  had  alluded.  The  field  gardens,  if  properly  culti- 
tated,  would  be  found  to  produce  2s.  a  week  throughout  the  year — 
a  most  material  addition  to  the  wages  of  the  poor  man,  and  which 
wotild  be  the  means  of  producing  many  comforts  for  his  family,  which 
they  could  not  otherwise  obtain. 

Mr.  Francis  Farmer,  a  practical  farmer,  in  seconding  the  resolu- 
tiOD)  said  he  was  sorry  to  hear  that  there  were  any  farmers  who  did 
not  fall  in  with  the  views  of  the  Society ;  but  he  was  happy  to  say 
that  the  farmers  in  that  neighbourhood  were  very  well  disposed 
towards  it.  He  considered  it  to  be  a  very  desirable  thing  that  the 
'  labourers  should  be  so  occupied  in  the  evenings,  as  it  kept  them  from 
the  public- house,  and  they  all  knew  that  nothing  was  more  weakening 
than  too  much  drink.  He  was  much  pleased  to  see  his  labourers 
after  they  had  left  work  go  into  their  allotments,  and  he  hoped  that 
one  or  two  of  them  were  successful  as  prizemen  that  day. 
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The  Ilev.  A*  Templeman  moved  the  next  resolution^  which  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Joseph  Clarke,  of  Street,  (a  member  of  the  Societj 
of  Friends,)  who  said  that  about  twenty-five  years  ago  their  worthy 
chairman  spoke  to  him  about  introducing  a  system  of  allotments  in 
the  parish  of  Street,  and  allotments  were  granted  to  six  persons  at 
a  very  low  rent.  They  cultivated  them  with  great  success  to  them- 
selves; and  a  short  time  afterwards  he  (Mr.  Clarke)  divided  a  piece 
of  ground  among  nine  others  of  his  workmen,  who  paid  him  a  fair 
rent  for  it;  and  without  disparagement  lie  would  venture  to  say,  that 
those  men  who  paid  the  highest  rent  were  better  cultivators  than 
those  who  paid  the  smaller  amount  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
reverend  gentleman  who  had  said  that  it  was  of  no  use  to  help  those 
who  would  not  help  themselves.  In  conclusion  he  remarked^  that 
among  the  tenants  of  the  Society  they  did  not  find  any  of  those  who 
were  wishing  for  change. 

The  Chairman  then  called  upon  the  Rev.  James  Stratton  Coles,  to 
move  the  next  resolution,  and  said — In  mentioning  Mr.  Coles's  name, 
he  mentioned  one  to  whom  the  labourer  was  very  greatly  indebted 
indeed.  He  had  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  the  reverend  gentleman 
(Mr.  Whitehead)  who  had  so  eloquently  addressed  them^-«nd  not 
only  himself,  but  his  amiable  lady  also. 

The  lie  v.  J.  S.  Coles  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  meeting  at 
great  length,  and  with  much  ability.  In  the  course  of  his  observa- 
tions, he  remarked  that  the  Society,  which  had  been  in  exwtenoe 
about  three  or  four  years,  although  this  was  only  its  second  annual 
meeting,  now  embraced  fifteen  or  sixteen  parishes  within  the 
sphere  of  its  operations,  and  numbered  about  480  allotments ;  and 
from  them  had  been  selected  as  good  cultivators,  ninety  persons 
to  receive  prizes.  As  a  pecuniary  matter,  Mr.  Coles  observed 
that  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  land,  well  cultivated,  would  produce  the 
poor  man  an  income  of  2^.  a  week.  Much  had  been  said  aboat 
wages,  but  be  thought  that  a  Society  which  enabled  the  poor  man  to 
add  to  his  wages  without  injury  to  any  other  person  was  eminently 
deserving  the  sympathy  and  support  of  every  person  in  the  com- 
munity. It  was  perfectly  wonderful  to  see  what  might  be  done  by 
that  system,  if  perfectly  carried  out.  In  that  district  each  eighth  of 
an  acre  would  produce  a  profit  of  Is.  a  week  to  the  industrioua 
labourer  who  had  good  ground  to  cultivate.  That  would  amount  to 
21,  I2s,  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Now,  if  they  multiplied  that  by 
280,  the  number  of  allotment  tenants  of  the  Mid- Somerset  Labourer's 
Friend  Society,  they  would  find  the  aggregate  profit  arising  from  the 
whole  to  be  no  less  than  1248/.  a  year.  But  supposing  they  only  got 
half  of  that  sum,  there  would  still  be  624/.,  which  went  into  the 
pockets  of  those  labouring  men,  without  injury  to  any  one. 

The  Chairman  briefly  addressed  the  labourers,  preparatory  to  dis* 
tributing  the  prizes,  and  said — As  English  labourers,  you  are  unquea- 
tionably  attached  to  the  land  of  your  birth.  It  is  natural  you  shoold 
be  so.  Wc  look  upon  you,  the  labourers,  in  a  social  point  of  view, 
as  the  root  of  the  great  social  tree  ;  and  unless  we  nurture  the  roota 
of  that  tree,  what  will  become  of  the  branches  of  it?     Depend 
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upon  it,  if  you  pursue  an  honest  and  straightforward  course  of 
sobriety  and  industry —  should  distress  and  misery  ever  overtake 
you — you  may  look  with  confidence  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  land, 
the  clergymen,  and  those  representing  the  property  of  the  country, 
to  support  and  uphold  you  in  that  day.  I  hope  and  trust  that  all 
whom  I  have  the  pleasure  and  gratification  to  address,  will  be  con- 
vinced that  we  are  not  met  here  to  express  by  words  merely,  but 
by  deeds,  our  sympathy.  He  concluded  by  wishing  the  labourers, 
in  the  name  of  all  present,  and  in  all  sincerity  of  heart,  God  speed  in 
their  undertakings. 

The  successful  candidates  were  then  called  forward,  and  the  Chair- 
man presented  to  each  the  premium  which  had  been  awarded  to  him, 
accompanying  each  presentation  with  a  happy  and  suitable  address. 


DINNER  TO  THE  FIELD  GARDEN  ALLOTMENT 
TENANTS,  AT  WEST  MALLING. 

On  Wednesday,  January  I5th,  a  dinner  was  given  to  all  the  allotment 
tenants  (between  fifty  and  sixty  in  number)  at  the  Assembly  Room, 
which  was  most  kindly  lent  for  the  occasion,  by  J.  Dudlow,  Esq. 

At  five  o'clock  the  tenantry  entered  the  room,  accompanied  by  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Timins,  Aretas  Akers,  and  J.  Savage,  Esqrs.  (magistrates), 
J.  Dudlow,  J.  N.  Dudlow,  Esqi*s.,  Rev.  E.  Jones,  Drs.  Perfect  and 
Pope,  and  nearly  thirty  other  gentlemen,  including  all  the  principal 
tradesmen  of  the  town.  The  Rev.  Lambert  Larking  was  prevented 
from  attending  by  the  illness  of  a  relative.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Timins 
was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Dear  and  Mr.  Bookham  were 
vice-chairmen. 

After  grace  was  said  by  the  Chairman,  a  most  substantial  dinner 
was  partaken  of,  provided  by  the  worthy  host  of  the  Swan  hotel,  con- 
sisting of  such  good  old  English  fare  as  only  Englishmen  know  how 
to  enjoy.     Two  pints  of  beer  were  also  allowed  to  each  tenant. 

After  dinner,  the  health  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty,  the  patron 
of  the  Society,  was  given  with  all  the  honours,  followed  by  the 
National  Anthem,  sung  by  Messrs.  Baker  and  friends^  all  the  company 
joining  in  the  chorus. 

The  next  toast  was,  **  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,"  pre- 
sident of  the  Society. 

The  Chairman  then  said,  the  next  toast  he  had  the  pleasure  to 
propose  would  come  nearer  home,  namely,  '*  The  magistracy  of  the 
county.** 

Mr.  Akkrs  acknowledged  the  toast,  and  said  it  gave  him  and  his 
brother  magistrate  great  pleasure  to  meet  so  many  of  their  friends 
and  neighbours  on  the  present  occasion,  especially  the  allotment 
tenantry,  and  he  hoped  they  would  bear  in  mind,  that  while  they  were 
honestly  employed  in  their  various  avocations,  those  whom  Providence 
had  placed  above  them  were  also  employed  in  devising  means  for  the 
protection  of  their  rights,  their  liberties,  and  their  privileges ;  and 


2d  THB  LABOtnUfiA'd  PHIEND. 

also  assured  them  that  whenever  cases  came  before  them  of  the  rich 
against  the  poor,  while  their  desire  would  always  be  to  administer 
strict  justice,  their  leaning  would  ever  be  towards  the  weakest  side. 

The  health  of  J.  Dudlow,  Esq.,  was  uext  proposed,  and  manr 
thanks  to  him  for  the  use  of  the  room ;  which  was  received  with 
much  cheering. 

Mr.  DuDLOw  rose  and  said,  how  much  gratified  he  had  been  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  evening,  and  also  with  the  manner  in  which 
the  system  had  been  carried  out,  during  only  three  years,  although  it 
was  nearly  twenty  years  since  he  first  began  to  advocate  the  cause  of 
the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  by  this 
means.  In  feeling  language,  Mr.  Dudlow  pointed  out  how  much 
good  might  now  be  expected  to  follow  the  adoption  of  the  system,  and 
concluded  by  proposing  the  health  of  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  TiMiNS  returnea  thanks,  and  said,  before  giving  the  next  toast, 
he  would  say  a  few  words  about  the  difficulties  they  had  experienced 
in  commencing  the  system,  and  the  strong  but  unfounded  prejudices 
which  had  existed  against  it,  which  had  been  the  means  of  preventing 
Mr.  Dudlow's  benevolent  wishes  being  carried  into  effect  till  so  late  a 
period*  At  first,  no  person  could  be  found  willing  to  give  up  a  piece 
of  land  for  the  purpose,  although  a  most  tempting  rent  was  offered 
them,  on  account  of  the  supposed  inability  on  the  part  of  the  labour- 
ing man  properly  to  cultivate  it.  But  what  was  the  fact  ?  One  part 
of  the  twenty  acres  of  land  which  he  gave  up  for  allotments,  he  was 
informed,  was  not  worth  cultivating,  because  it  so  nearly  approached 
the  name  given  to  it,  namely — '*  Starve  Acre  Field."  He  then  stated 
he  would  take  that  part  on  his  own  hands,  and  plant  it  with  chestnuts* 
But,  however,  the  applicants  for  allotments  were  numerous,  and  all 
the  land  was  taken.  Now  look  at  the  result,  in  the  specimens  of 
roots  on  the  table  before  them;  the  white  round  turnip  weighed 
nearly  121bs.,  the  Swede  over  71bs.,  the  cabbage  was  more  than  four 
feet  in  circumference,  and  the  golden-kidney  and  bread-fruit  potatoes, 
were  excellent  samples ;  and  all  these  were  the  productions  of  the 
**  Starve  Acre  Field."  He  felt  convinced  that  these  gardens  proved 
advantageous  to  the  labourers  themselves  in  another  manner.  They 
would  be  led,  whilst  quietly  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  their  gardens, 
to  think  of  many  things  which  would  not  come  into  their  minds  in  the 
midst  of  those  occupations  which  would  otherwise  have  employed  their 
leisure  hours — 

*^  Give  true  hearts  but  earth  and  sky, 
And  some  flowers  to  bloom  and  die." 

In  seeing  God's  bounties  springing  up  about  them,  in  considering 
how  much  they  owed  to  his  good  Providence,  and  in  contemplating 
the  results  of  their  labours,  in  ministering  to  the  happiness  of  their 
families  at  home,  their  minds  could  scarcely  fail  to  become  improved. 
He  felt  that  as  their  clergyman  he  might  with  propriety  take  the 
chair  on  this  occasion,  which  was  one  that  reminded  them  all  of  the 
relation  subsisting  amongst  all  classes  of  Christians,  who  are  '<  every 
one  members  one  of  another." 

Aretas  Akers,  Esq.,  then  proposed,  <<  Health  and  Prosperity  to 


tbe  Allotment  Tenantry/'  with  three  times  three  cheers,  which  were 
most  heartily  given. 

To  this  toast  one  of  the  tenants  responded  in  an  appropriate  man- 
Ber,  stating  that  giving  allotments  of  land  to  the  labouring  classes 
was  the  best  plan  in  the  world  to  make  them  honest,  sober,  indus- 
trious, and  good  members  of  society,  and  for  which  all  his  brother 
teoants  felt  very  thankful,  and  also  for  the  capital  dinner,  and  for  the 
honour  of  the  company  of  the  magistrates,  and  the  rest  of  the  gen« 
tlemen  present,  in  joining  them  to  partake  of  it. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting,  several  gentlemen  became  annual 
subscribers  to  the  Society;  and  one  of  the  allotment  tenants  requested 
td  become  a  subscriber,  in  order  to  extend  the  same  beneiit  to  other 
woriLing  men  in  different  parts  of  England. 


ANNIVERSARY   SOIREE   OF   THE   JOHN    STREET, 
BOTCHERGATE,  NEWS  ROOM,  CARLISLE 

The  following  letter,  addressed  by  Dr.  Elliott,  of  Carlisle,  is  the 
best  introduction  we  can  give  to  the  interesting  report  of  the  Insti- 
tution, the  origin  of  which  is  so  graphically  described ;  and  we  sin- 
cerely regret  our  limits  prevent  our  giving  extracts  from  the  many 
tricfnted  speeches  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  the  meeting. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Ashley y  M.Rfor  Bat/t,  49,  Upper  Brook 

Street^  London, 

Carliile,  Aagost  3, 1850. 

My  Lord, — Your  advocacy  of  the  claims,  spiritual  and  moral, 
intellectual  and  physical,  which  we  all  have  on  each  other,  will,  to 
jonr  lordship,  satisfactorily  account  for  this  most  abrupt  appeal  to 
your  lordship's  best  feelings.  I  apologise  for  this  unceremonious  ob- 
trusion of  myself,  by  calling  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  subject 
of  my  letter. 

Mere  accident  threw  me  in  the  way  of  some  fifty  of  onr  very 
poorest  working  men ;  in  fact,  of  the  poorest  that  were  not  paupers 
or  criminals.  They  were  in  a  large  room  of  most  miserable  descrip- 
tioB :  its  walls  of  bare  brick,  its  floor,  the  naked  earth,  their  light,  a 
single  dip  candle.  They  called  it  a  "News-room I"  They  con- 
tributed a  penny  a  week  each,  and  got  on  as  best  they  could. 
Hating  (from  my  profession)  a  practical  knowledge  of  each  class  of 
ioeiety,  and  among  others,  of  the  working  class,  I  at  once  duly 
etiimated  the  character  of  the  men,  and  the  atmosphere  of  the  place. 
MUanihropy^  from  hopeless  prospects,  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  chief 
characteristic ;  I  soon  found  that  I  was  an  object  of,  at  least,  jealousy ; 
the  off-handed  gift  of  half  a  sovereign,  so  far  from  removing  this, 
seemed  only  to  deepen  their  suspicions  of  the  character  and  objects  of 
tkeir  visitor.  I  revisited  them  at  intervals,  again  and  again,  each 
time  taking  a  new  companion  with  me, — as  our  representative,  Mr. 
Howard ;  our  Mayor,  Mr.  Rome ;  our  Dean,  Dr.  Tait ;  and,  of  course, 
my  medical  friends.    The  latter  gentlemen  brought  other  friends  s 
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each  did  something,  and  an  admirable  institution  has  sprung  up ;  I 
regard  it  a8  a  glorious  institution, — a  sort  of  ragged  news-room — so 
to  say.  They  still  retain  all  direct  and  ostensible  power  in  their  own 
hands,  but  they  also  continue  remarkably  candid  and  accessible.  I 
can  scarcely  express  too  highly  my  estimate  of  the  privilege  we  here 
enjoy,  of  at  any  time,  and  for  any  praiseworthy  purpose,  addressing  on 
tfte  shortcut  notice^ — nay  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,— our  most  in* 
portant  class,  that,  viz.,  from  which  nearly  all  paupers,  and  nearly 
all  criminals  are  supplied.  Now,  my  lord,  from  this  institution 
have  sprung  schools  for  adults,  and  penny  banks,  and  industrial  life 
assurance,  and  such  like  ;  and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  time  has 
arrived  for  trying  a  model  lodging  house  and  a  coffee  shop.  May  I, 
then,  request  your  lordship  to  send  to  the  proper  person,  or  secretary^ 
a  message  to  send  to  me  two  copies  of  each  printed  document  or 
prospectus  referring  to  model  lodging  houses? 
Believe  me, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient, 
^__^^_^  Robert  Elliot,  M.D. 

The  second  anniversary  soiree  of  this  flourishing  Institution  was 
held  in  the  assembly-room  of  the  Coffee  House  on  Monday  eveniagy 
the  21st  of  December.  Nearly  three  hundred  persons  of  both  sexes 
sat  down  to  tea,  which,  with  the  accompanying  edibles — Christmas 
cakes  of  various  descriptions — was  excellent  in  quality,  and  abun- 
dantly supplied. 

The  platform  presented  an  unusual  array  of  influential  gentlemen. 
The  Mayor  presided,  and  on  his  right  and  left  were  the  Very  Rer. 
the  Dean  of  Carlisle,  P.  H.  Howard,  Esq.,  M.P.,  W.  N.  Hodgson, 
Esq.,  M.P.,  G.  H.  Head,  Esq.,  W.  G.  C.  Monins,  Esq.,  P.  S. 
Dixon,  Esq.,  John  Tait,  Esq.,  James  Tait,  Esq.,  Dr.  Elliot,  William 
Sutton,  Esq.,  J.  Rome,  Esq.,  R.  Bendle,  Esq.,  T.  Nebon,  Esq., 
T.  T.  Railton,  Esq.,  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  J.  Hogg,  Esq.,  architect,  Mr. 
Ewart,  of  Annan,  Mr.  Edgar,  of  Annan,  Mr.  Osborn,  Mr.  James 
Sibson,  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Jos.  Cowen,jun.,  of  Blaydon,  Mr.  W. 
Bowman,  Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  Mr.  John  O^Neal,  Mr.  James  Hamil- 
ton, &c.,  &c. 

The  room  was  elegantly  decorated  with  pictures,  flags,  and  mot« 
toes,  and  the  names  of  eminent  men  adorned  the  walls  in  evergreen 
frames.  Altogether  the  arrangements  were  well  planned  and  exe- 
cuted by  the  Committee ;  the  platform  was  spacious  and  comfortable^ 
and  every  attention  was  paid  to  the  convenience  of  the  guests.  The 
gallery  at  the  end  of  the  room  was  occupied  by  musicians,  who 
enlivened  the  party  by  multitudinous  strains.  As  soon  as  the  absorp* 
tion  of  tea  and  consumption  of  cake  had  ended, 

The  Chairman  rose  and  said, — On  this  the  second  anniversary  of 
the  John-street,  Botchergate,  News  Room,  it  is  truly  gratifying  to  see 
so  numerous  and  highly  respectable  and  so  influential  an  assemblage 
of  persons  met  together  in  support  of  the  Institution.  It  is  a  proof, 
if  such  were  wanted,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  and  neighbour* 
hood,  or  at  least  a  large  number  of  them,  are  fully  alive  to  the 
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importance,  and  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  working 
men,  in  their  instruction,  and  such  improvement  of  the  mind  as  they 
consider  likely  to  make  them  better  members  of  society.  It  shows 
that  they  are  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  in  promoting  the  success 
of  institutions  like  this,  more  especially  when  they  see  such  a  deter- 
mination on  the  part  of  the  members  themselves  to  persevere  in 
carrying  out  their  undertaking.  I  am  not  much  acquainted  with  the 
working  of  this  Society,  and,  as  many  of  you  know,  I  have  not 
hitherto  been  at  any  of  your  meetings,  therefore  1  trust  I  may  be 
excused  from  giving  you  an  account  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  this 
Institution  from  its  commencement  up  to  the  present  period.  The 
Committee,  however,  have  prepared  a  report,  which  will  be  read  by 
their  honorary  secretary,  Mr.  Bowman,  and  in  which  full  particulars 
will  be  set  forth  in  a  much  clearer  and  more  explicit  manner  than  I 
could  be  expected  to  do  it.  The  worthy  Chairman  then  called  upon — 
Mr.  W.  Bowman,  the  honorary  Secretary,  who  came  forward  and 
read  the  following — 

«*  Sketch  of  the  Progress  of  the  Institution  during  the  past  gear, 

''The  Committee  of  Management  having,  at  the  close  of  last  year, 
adopted  the  principle  of  laying  before  the  friends,  as  well  as  the 
members  of  the  Institution,  a  general  report  of  its  proceedings,  have 
pleasure  in  following  it  up,  the  more  especially  as  the  progress  of  the 
Institution  during  the  past  year  has  been  even  more  flattering  than 
during  the  preceding  one. 

'*  Since  we  last  assembled  in  this  room,  the  Institution  has  been 
successfully  conducted  upon  the  sound  principles  adopted  at  its 
formation — viz..  That  no  one,  unless  dependent  on  a  weekly  wage, 
should  hold  oflice  in  connexion  with  it,  nor  give  a  vote  under  any 
circumstances  whatever;  that  any  member,  in  good  health,  and  who 
might  be  at  work,  failing  to  pay  bis  subscription  for  four  successive 
weeks,  should  be  excluded, — but  if  unable  to  get  work,  or  be  disabled 
from  doing  it.  he  might,  for  any  number  of  weeks,  avail  himself  of  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Institution,  without  payment  or 
responsibility ;  and  that  security  should  be  given  to  the  public  that 
all  property  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  members  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Institution  should  be  disposed  of  accordingly. 

<'  The  reading-room  continues  to  be  regularly  supplied  with  two 
daily  and  several  of  the  principal  metropolitan  and  provincial  journals, 
together  with  four  copies  of  those  of  the  local  press ;  also  with 
Chambers's  Journal,  the  People  s  Journal^  and  many  other  publica- 
tions of  more  or  less  note.  The  whole  of  its  aflairs  are  conducted  by 
officers  elected  by  ballot.  Mr.  John  O'Neil  is  the  secretary.  Party 
politics  and  controversial  religion  are  shut  out  from  all  the  meetings 
of  the  Institution. 

"  The  library  flourishes,  having,  during  the  past  year,  been 
augmented  by  at  least  150  volumes,  chiefly  the  Contributions  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  resident  in  this  city  and  neighbourhood.  It 
now  numbers  630  volumes,  the  great  majority  of  which  are  pregnant 
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with  sound  and  valuable  information,  works  of  a  theological  ebartoter 
predominating.  Mr.  James  M'Gragh,  the  librarian,  attends  on 
Monday  and  Thursday  evenings  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
meipbers  with  booJLs  for  their  homes ;  and  the  library  is  thrown  open 
nightly  and  during  the  whole  of  Sundays  for  the  use  of  the  meaibers 
in  attendance.  The  books  are  much  read,  at  least  one-third  of  the 
entire  number  being  in  constant  circulation. 

<<  The  schools,  which  were  established  about  sixteen  months  ago, 
for  the  benefit  of  such  members  as  were  deficient  in  reading,  writing, 
or  arithmetic,  and  also  for  that  of  their  children,  are  still  in  activa 
operation.  Although  the  numbers  fell  off  slightly  during  the  summer 
months,  the  full  complement  was  again  made  up  on  the  approach  of 
the  winter  season ;  and,  we  are  happy  to  add,  they  now  exceed  thote 
iu  attendance  at  this  time  last  year.  Females  have  been  introduced, 
and,  as  is  generally  the  case,  they  are  more  attentive  than  the  boya; 
consequently  they  progress  in  a  corresponding  degree.  On  the  whole, 
however,  the  Committee  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
advance  of  the  pupils;  and  much  more  so  with  the  conduct  of  their 
able  and  willing  tutor,  VY.  A,  Williamson,  M.C.P,,  whose  undeviating 
attention  and  perseverance  are  highly  commendable. 

<<  Perhaps  the  most  important  feature — the  projected  new  building 
— yet  remains  to  be  noticed. 

<'  The  site  has  a  south-east  and  south-west  aspect.  It  will  be  a 
brick  erection^  with  stone  dressings,  and  in  the  Elizabethan  style  of 
architecture.  The  area  of  the  M'hole  building  is  412^  square  yards, 
namely,  68  feet  9  inches  long  by  54  feet  broad.  The  reading-room', 
with  open  roof,  will  be  50  feet  by  26;  the  library  in  connexion 
therewith,  23  feet  6  inches  by  10  feet;  the  committee-room,  23  feet  6 
inches  by  14  feet ;  the  school-room,  30  feet  by  24  feet  6  inches;  and 
the  yard,  23  feet  by  24  feet  6  inches.  The  members  intend  com- 
mencing to  build  in  the  spring  of  next  year,  and  doubt  not,  that  In 
the  course  of  a  very  short  period  of  time,  they  will  have  at  their  com- 
mand a  building  which  will  be  adequate  to  all  the  wants  of  the  In- 
stitution, even  though  the  number  of  members  should  be  more  than 
doubled — a  building  which  we  hope  will  prove  an  honour  to  the  town, 
and  an  ornament  to  the  neighbourhood  in  which  it  is  erected." 

Mr.  Bowman  read  a  list  of  additional  donations,  which  had  been 
received  in  connexion  with  the  soiree. 


Donations  and  iSubscriptions,  from  the  31 W  of  December j  1850, 
to  the  Zlst  f^  January y  1851. 

•»*  Those  sami  to  which  (D.)  U  preflzed  are  DonaUons  j  aU  others  arc  Annual  SabscrlptkMM, 


£    8.   d. 

Cept  J.  N.  Gladstone,  M.P., 
Katon<place  ....  (D.)  20    0    0 

J.  O.  Harris,  Esq.,  Forest- 
rise      (D.)  20    0    0 

Rt.  Hon.  Viscoant  Brackley, 

M.P. 10    0    0 
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Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Coch- 
rane, Belgrave- square  (D.)  10    0   0 

W.    Jennings,    Esq.,    Eaton 

Brooke (D.)  10    0    0 

Mrs.  Hargreave,  Abbotts 
Langley 10    0    t) 
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10    0 

0     0 


JknoBymoQS IQ 

C.  B.L. (D.)  10 

J.  J.  Briscoe,  £iq.,  Eaton- 
place  (D.)  10  10 

Ht  Hon.  Lord  John  Basaell, 

M,P. 5    0 

Pol,    The    Hon.   Mannering 

Onslow,  GoUdford  ...  5  0 
Sir  Walter  Farquhar,  Bt,,  ^t. 

James's 5    0 

Paptf  The  Hon.  Dudley  Pel- 

l)am,B.N.,  Isle  of  Wight  .  5  0 
Mrs.  Coalson,  Frederick-place  5  0 
p.    Goring,    Esq.,   per    Mr. 

Wheeler,  Oxford  ....    5    0    0 
y^m*  Barker,  Esq.,  Manor-st., 

Cl^eliea (D.)    5    0 

ff.  Deverell,  Brighton   ..50 
Reynolds,  Esq.,  Pelahere, 

Pangbourne,  Berks  .  (P.)  5  0 
Chariei  WiUiama,  Esq.  (D.)  5  0 
John  Wood,  Esq.,  Thedden- 

Grange (D.)    5    Q 

Hrf.     I)amaresq,     Malyern 

Wells (D.)    5    0 

Thoi.  Pughan,   Esq.,   Gros- 

yenor-place 5    0 

p.  T.  Chambers,  Esq.,  Albert- 
street      5    9 

Lady  Astley,  Eversleigh  ..29 
£ren.  Mercer,  Qaeen  Ann-st.  2  2 
)«ady  Caroline  Murray,  Bich- 

mond 2    2    0 

Be.  Hon.  The  Countess  Fal- 

month 2    2    0 

J.  Sykes,  Esq.,  Brighton  ..220 
W*    Shippery,    Esq.,    Union 

Cottage,  Worthing    ...220 
Messrs.    Wrench,     London- 
bridge     2 

John  Baring,  Esq.,  Oak  wood    2 
1^  H.  Fitaherbert,  Esq.,  Faper- 

bnildings.  Temple  .  .  . 
G.  Gowan,  Esq.,  Park-cresct 
J.  N.  per  Nisbett's  .  .  (D.) 
A  Friend,  per  ditto  .  .  (D.) 
C.  G.,  per  Hatchard'a  •  (D.) 
8.  M.  G.,  per  ditto  .  .  (O.) 
A.  H.   Bradshaw,  Esq.,^t. 

James's-sqoare  .... 
C.  R.  Hoare,  Esq.,  New-sq.  . 
Misi  F.  C.  Ward,  West-hill, 

Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight  (D.)  2 
Mrs.  Landon,  Crescent,  Bath  2 
Bt  Hon.  Lady.  E.  Ashburnham  1 
Sir  John  Dodson,  Upper  Sey- 

moar-place 110 

Lady  Dodson 110 

Col.  Nelthorpe,  Mount-street  110 
Rer.  Sir  Henry  Dukinfield,Bt.  110 
Pon.G.D.Byder.Westbrook    1    \    0 


Maj.-Gen.  Sir  W,  Gomm 
Sir  Henry  Martin,  Bt.,  Tan- 

brid^  Wells  .  .  .  .  . 
Lady  Simpkinson,  Bedford-pl. 
Lady  Helena   Cooke,  Gwy- 

saney.  Mold 


Lady  Boynton 
J.  Wiir  ~       ' 


ild,  Esq.,  Clapham  .  . 
J.  Curteis,  Esq.,  Gordon-place 
J.  F.  Curteis,  Esq.,  Borough . 
W.  Ellis,  Esq. .  Cadogan-terr. 
W.  A*  Bew.  Esq.,  Temple  . 
Mrs.  Cottrell,  Hadley  Lodge, 

Bamett 

G.  Harris,  Esq.,  Bngby     .    . 
Mrs.  Frewin  Turner,  Searboro' 
H.  Gosse,  Esq.,  Epsom      .    . 
B.  Williams,  Eaq.,  Bircbin-lane 
Miles    Beale,   Esq.,    Bishops* 

gate-street   . ' 

E.  Strachey,  Esq.,  Weat  Mall, 

Clifton 

Messrs.  Baiss,  Thames-street 
B.  Sfandring,  Eaq.,  Minoriea . 
W.  Clutton,  Esq.,  Edwinstowe 
Rev.   G.  W.  Webster,  Gun- 

disberg 

Rev.  G.  G,  Hanrey,  Hailsham 
Bey.  Dr.  Paoey,  Aston^honse 
W.  Bean,  Esq.,  Camberwell- 

grove  

J.  Currall,  Esq.,  Bishopsgate- 

street  .     

T.  Manwaring,  Esq.,  Wrexham 
Col.  Ax.  J.  Edwards,  Bt,  de- 
ceased, per.  H.  Morgan,  Esq. 
T.  B.  Herring,  Esq.,  Finohley 
E.  Thornton,  Esq.,  Princes-st. 
N.  Bridges,  Esq.,  Red  Lion-sq. 
T.  Coventry,  Esq.,  Old-saaare 
Mrs.  W.  Harrington,  Mary- 
land House,  Maidstone  .  • 
W.  M.  Fowler,  Esq.,  Lower 

Brook-street 

E.  Heseltine,  E8q.,Clapham-rd. 
G.  C.  Coarthope,  Efq.,  per 

Williams  &0a    .... 

w.  w.  w 

W.  Lon^,  Eaq.,  Dqnstan  Hall, 

Norwich 

J.  Fcvtescue,  Esq.,  Chester-pL 
E.  P.  Hathaway,  Esq.,  Old-sq. 
S.  Wright,  Esq.,  Portland<-hotel 
Bey.  T.  Fitaherbert  Marston 
Mra.  Booty,  Doughty-street  . 
J.  Loat,  Esq.,  Balham-hill 
W.  Nanson,  Esq.,  Cranbrook 
H.  M.  GreayesiEsq.,  Bonner's- 

cross . 

W.  Vizard,  Esq.,  Lincoln'a-inn- 

fields 
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Mutses  James,  AddisoD-road 
R.  Evans,  Esq.,  Gloster-pow 
J.  Hardy,  Esq.,  Portland-pL 
R.  Jennings,  Esq.,  Portland-p] 
J.  S.  Thompson,  Esq ,  Ilford 
A  Thank  Ofifering,  per  Nis 

belt's (D. 

R.  Ramsden,  Esq.,  per  ditto 
A  Lady,  per  ditto  .  .  (D. 
S.,  per  ditto  .  .  .  .  (D. 
A  Friend,  per  ditto .  .  (D. 
G.  S.  Smith,  Esq.,  Baker-st 
J.  M.  Elwes,  Esq.,  Bossing 

ton-house 

Mrs.  Fisher,  Dorset-square 
Rey.  P.  A.  L.  Wood,  Little 

ton-rectory 

Mrs.  Hughan,  Grosvenor-pl. 
Major  W.  Montagu,  Clapham 

common 

W.  N.  Nicholson,  Esq.,  New 

ark-on-Trent   .... 
J.  Stow,  Esq.,  Greenwich 
Mrs.  Maclachm,  Coleshill-st 
T.  H.  Plumer,  Esq.,  Canon'i 

park 

Noel  Hoare,  Esq.,  Hendon 
P.  Rose,  Esq.,  Park-street 
Rev.  W.  S.  Turner,  Ore  Rec 

tory 

R.  R.  A.  Hawkins,  Esq.,  Old* 

square 

T.  Allen,  Esq.,  Elm-court 
8.  Turner,  Esq.,  Gray's- inn-sq. 
W.  J.  Bovill,  Esq.,  New-sq. 
E.  Parrotf,  Esq.,  Buckingham 
A  Friend,  per  W.   Tweedy, 

Esq (D.) 

Dr.  J.  W.  Calrert,  Blandford- 

place 

W.  E.  Malcolm,  Esq.,  Bum- 
P  foot,  Langholm,  N.  B.  .  . 
Capt  Matthews,  East  Cosham 
P.  Walton,  Esq.,  Brighton  . 
W.  Everard,  Esq.,  Lynn  .  . 
Rev.  J.  Fry,  Sompting .  .  . 
Miss  M.  Hunter,  Highgate  . 
S.  Bo  wring.  Esq.,  Tower-st.  . 
B.     Standring,     jun.,     Esq., 

Minories. 

J.  Standring,  Esq.,  ditto  .  . 
J.  Fuller,  &q.,  Fenchurch-st 
J.  Solly,  Esq.,  ditto  .... 
Rev.  S.  Barbutt,  Chichester  . 
Rev.  C.  Williams,  Hyde  .  . 
Mrs.  J.  Cranmer,Quenden-hall 
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C.  Goodwyn,  Esq.,  Lynn  .    .  0  10  0 

Miss  Scorer,  Champion-hill  .  0  10  0 

J.G.  Fry,Esq.,St.Helen'8-pl,  0  10  0 

B.  Foakes,  Esq.,  Dunmow  .  0  10  0 
H.  Richardson,  Esq.,  Leeds  .  0  10  0 
J.  Heaton,  Esq.,  per  ditto .  .  0  10  0 
T.  B.  Pease,  Esq.,  ditto     .     .  0  10  0 

F.  Thynne,  Esq.,  Gt  George- 
street      0  10  0 

E.  J.  Smith,  Esq.,  Whitehall- 
place  0  10  0 

J.  Seaton,  Esq.,  Richmond     .  0  10  0 

Messrs.  Pickering,  Whitehall- 
place  0  10  0 

W.  Arnold,  Esq.,  South  Sea 

House 0  10  0 

C.  Gatliff,  Esq.,  Colemau-st.  .  0  10  0 
W.  Maynard,  Esq.,  Crowmarsh  0  10  0 
J.  D.   Robinson,  Esq.,  Bar* 

sham  House 0  10  0 

Mrs.  Rose,  High  Wyoomb    .  0  10  0 

T.  Pitts,  Esq.,  Belina-plaee  .  0  10  0 
Rev.   S.    T.    Adams,    Great 

Horwood 0  10  0 

J.  R.  Rockley,  Esq.,  Covent- 

garden 0  10  0 

C.  Jacob,  Esq.,  Ingram-eonrt  0  10  0 

G.  Ashness,  Esq.,  Battersea  .  0  10  0 
Major  Little,  Woolwich  .  .  0  10  0 
M^jor  Farran,  Chester-place  0  10  0 
Mrs.  Scrivens,  Clapham  .  .  0  10  0 
J.  Reynolds,  Esq.,  Royal  Fort  0  10  0 
H.  E.  Austen,  Esq.,  New-sq. .  0  10  0 
Rev.  Dr.  Wilson,  South- 
ampton, per  Mr.  Rayner    .  0  10  0  ' 

Rev.  G.  Morriss,  Sarisbury, 

per  ditto 0  10  0 

Rev.  J.  Venn,  Heretbrd    .    .  0  10  0 

Per  Mr.  U»  Martin,  Agent 

J.  Whatman,  Esq 10  0 

R.  Moore,  Esq 110 

Rev.  Dr.  Griffith 0  10  0 

H.  Ditchburn,  Esq 0  10  0 

Baroness  I^  Despencer     .    .  0  10  0 

J.  HoUingworth.  Esq.  .    •    .  0  10  0 

Rev.  T.  W.  Cobb     ....  0  10  0 

M.  D.  D.  Dalison.  Esq.      .    .  0  10  0 

J.  W.  Stratford,  Esq.    ...  0  10  0 

Rev.  E.  Jones 0  10  0 

Rev.  L.  B.  Larkin  ....  0  10  0 

J.  Dudlow,  Esq 0  10  0 

Rev.  J.  J.  Mony penny .    .    .  0  10  0 

Rev.  H.  Stevens  .    .    .    .     •  0  10  0 

W.  G.  Dear,  Esq 0  10  0 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH   OF  FEBRUARY. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  I7th  February;  present, 
Lord  Ashley,  M.P.,  in  the  Chair, — Lord  Moreton,  C.  A.  Moody, 
Esq.,  M.P. ;  Major  Little;  J.  C.  Colcnihoun,  John  Sperling, 
Henry  Roberts,  Samuel  Hanson,  F.  II.  N.  Glossop,  Thomas 
Twining,  jun.,  and  Wm.  Gregson,  Esqs. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  of  the  20th  January,  were  read, 
and  confirmed. 

The  Sub-committee  on  Allotments  report  that  the  land  referred 
to  in  the  last  report  of  the  Allotment  Agent,  situate  at  Sutton, 
in  Surrey,  consists  of  about  twenty  apres,  which  is  offered  by 
Thomas  Alcock,  Esq.,  at  31^.  per  acre,  and  that  the  same  being 
very  suitable  for  allotments,  they  recommend  that  it  be  taken  at 
the  rent  proposed. 

The  Allotment  Agent  reported  that  he  had  attended  a  meeting 
at  Sutton,  on  the  29th  ult,  when  some  of  the  principal  in- 
habitants attended,  with  about  thirty  of  the  labouring  classes. 
The  Rev.  W.  H.  Vernon,  in  the  Chair.  The  following  resolu- 
tions were  unanimously  adopted : — 

The  Parent  Society  for  improving  the  condition  of  the 
Labouring  Classes,  having  taken  some  land  for  garden 
allotments  for  the  poor  of  this  parish  (Sutton),  and  re- 
quested a  few  gentlemen  would  form  themselves  into  a 
committee  for  the  management  of  the  same,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  following  gentlemen  constitute  such 
committee,  viz. — The  Rev.  W.  H.  Vernon,  Chairman ; 
Thomas  Alcock,  Esq.,  M.P. ;  Robert  Still,  John' Ruck, 

NO.    LXXXIL  D 


34  THE  labourer's  friend. 

Wellington  Clarke,  W.  O.  Travers,  and  Charles  Davy, 
Esquires. 

After  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  the  business  of 
letting  the  allotments  was  proceeded  with,  when  about  thirty  of 
the  labourers  present  were  accepted  as  tenants,  who  expressed 
themselves  much  pleased  that  the  allotment  system  had  been 
introduced  into  the  parish ;  the  remainder  of  the  land  will  be 
appropriated  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

The  Allotment  Agent  further  reported  that  he  visited  Stroud, 
that  he  had  several  interviews  with  the  Rev.  J.  VV.  Sheringham, 
incumbent  of  the  parish,  and  the  Hon.  F.  J.  Molyneux,  the 
result  of  which  is  likely  to  be  the  immediate  establishment  of 
allotments,  for  which  land  has  been  oflTered  by  a  large  farmer  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

The  Agent  also  attended  the  Fifth  Annual  Meeting  and  Rent 
Supper  of  the  Allotment  Tenants  at  Little  Stanmore.  The 
whole  of  the  tenants^  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  sat  down  to 
a  substantial  supper.  The  room  was  tastefully  ornamented  with 
evergreens  and  banners,  having  suitable  inscriptions  on  them. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Wall,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tuson,  with  several  other 
gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood,  attended,  and  showed  the 
deep  interest  they  took  in  the  proceedings,  by  contributing  suf- 
ficient to  defray  the  whole  expense  of  the  entertainment  The 
meeting  broke  up  about  eleven  o'clock,  and  every  one  was  much 
pleased  with  the  entertainment  of  the  evening. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Williams,  of  Rams- 

Sjate,  inclosing  an  offer  from  Colonel  Garrett,  of  seven  acres  of 
and  at  that  place,  at  4/.  per  acre,  which,  as  it  appeared  in  every 
way  adapted  for  allotments,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  same  should 
be  taken,  and  divided  under  the  superintendence  of  Colonel 
Williams  and  other  gentlemen,  who  are  prepared  to  act  as  a 
committee  for  that  purpose. 

The  Sub-committee  on  Dwellings  report  that  the  Portpool 
Lane  Buildings  are  progressing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Honorary 
Architect,  and  that  the  other  Family  Houses  belonging  to  the 
Society,  and  also  the  Lodging  Houses,  are  in  a  very  satisfactory 
state. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  the  first  contract  for  coal  for  the 
supply  of  the  Family  Houses  in  Streatham  Street,  had  been  com- 
pleted, and  that  the  sale  had  not  been  attended  with  any  loss  to 
the  Society. 

The  Honorary  Architect  reported  that  he  had,  by  special  invi- 
tation, .attended  a  meeting  at  Ramsgate,  of  gentlemen  who  were 
disposed  to  adopt  plans,  and  to  raise  funds,  for  improving  the 
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dwellings    of   the    labouring   classes,   and   also   establishing   a 
lodging-house. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  a  Loan  had  been  negotiated  on 
mortgage  of  the  Portpool  Lane  Buildings,  of  5000/.,  at  four  per 
cent,  which  was  now  in  progress  for  completion.  Also,  that  an 
oflTer  had  been  made  of  3000/.,  which  was  required  to  replace  that 
amount  advanced  to  the  Society  in  1845,  and  now  called  in ; 
upon  which  it  was  resolved,  That  the  said  oflTer  be  accepted,  and 
that  Messrs.  Bridges,  Mason,  and  Bridges,  be  instructed  to  pre- 
pare a  bond  for  the  same,  to  which  the  Seal  of  the  Corporation 
08  affixed  at  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  to  be  held  on 
Monday,  the  17th  March  next. 

Letters  were  received  from  Viscount  Brackley,  John  Ivatt 
Briscoe,  John  West,  G.  T.  Chambers,  Philip  Rose,  Chas.  F. 
Phillips,  and  C.  L.  O.  Bartlett,  Esqs. ;  Revs.  W.  Denton,  W. 
Hornby,  and  John  Morley  Lee;  Lieut.-Col.  Williams,  Mr. 
N.  E.  Stevens,  David  Wright,  &c.,  &c. 


VISIT  OF  H.  R.  H.  PRINCE  ALBERT  TO  THE  MODEL 
HOUSES  FOR  FAMILIES,  STREATHAM-STREET, 
BLOOMSBURY;  AND  MODEL  BUILDING  TO  BE 
ERECTED  BY  H.R.H.  IN  CONNEXION  WITH  THE 
EXHIBITION,  1851. 

On  Thursday,  the  20th  ult.,  H.R.H.  Prince  Albert  visited  the 
above  establishment,  and  was  received  by  Lord  Ashley  and  by  Mr. 
Roberts.  In  the  arrangements  and  minute  details  of  the  buildingi 
bis  Royal  Highness  manifested  great  interest,  particularly  in  its  dis- 
tinguishing feature,  that  of  the  access  to  the  several  tenements  being 
given  by  a  series  of  five  open  galleries,  surrounding  the  internal 
quadrangle,  in  which  ample  space  is  provided  for  the  children  to  play, 
under  the  immediate  eye  of  their  parents ;  the  fire-proof  construction, 
and  the  flat  roof,  were  also  especially  noticed  by  his  Royal  Highness. 
It  will  be  peculiarly  gratifying  to  the  members  of  the  Society  to 
know,  Uiat  their  illustrious  President  has  manifested  the  deep  interest 
which  he  feels  in  the  operations  of  the  Society,  by  engaging  to  build, 
at  his  own  expense,  the  Exhibition  Model  House,  for  four  families^ 
alluded  to  in  a  former  Number.  His  Royal  Highness  has  obtained 
permission  to  place  the  same  in  the  stable  yard  at  the  west  end  of  the 
Cavalry  Barracks,  Hyde  Park,  immediately  opposite  the  Exhibition 
Building.  The  general  plan  of  the  intended  house  is  that  given  in 
Mr.  Roberts's  Essay,  at  the  foot  of  page  37.  The  construction  is  to 
be  of  hollow  brick,  with  fire-proof  floors  and  flat  roof;  showing  the 
applicability  of  these  important  principles  to  houses  of  but  very 
moderate  dimensions. 

D  2 
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ON  THE  HABITATIONS  AND    SOCIAL   CONDITION  OF 

THE  POOR. 

{Extraclcd  from  Mr.  Simon's  Rejport.') 
We  commend  to  the  perusal  and  serious  consideration  of  our  readers 
the  following  extracts  from  the  very  valuable  Report  on  the  Sanitary 
Condition  of  the  City  of  London,  made  for  the  past  year,  by  John 
Simon,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  the  medical  officer  of  health  to  the  Corporation:— 
'<  It  is  no  uncommon  thing,  in  a  room  of  twelve  feet  square,  or  less,  to 
find  three  or  four  families  «/^e</ together  (perhaps  with  infectious  disease 
among  them),  Riling  the  same  night  and  day — men,  women,  and 
children,  in  the  promiscuous  intimacy  of  cattle.*  Of  these  inmates 
it  is  nearly  superfluous  to  observe,  that  in  all  offices  of  nature 
they  are  gregarious  and  public ;  that  every  instinct  of  personal  or 
sexual  decency  is  stifled  ;  that  every  nakedness  of  life  is  uncovered 
there.  Such  an  apartment  is  commonly  hired  in  the  flrst  instance  by 
a  single  pair,  who  sub-let  a  participation  in  the  shelter,  probably  to  as 
many  others  as  apply.  Sometimes  a  noxious  occupation  is  carried  on 
within  the  space  :  thu5i,  I  have  seen  mud-larks  (chiffoniers)  sitting  on 
the  floor  with  baskets  of  fllth  before  them,  sorting  out  the  occasional 
bit  of  coal  or  bone,  from  a  heterogeneous  collection,  made  along  the 
bed  of  the  river,  or  in  the  mouths  of  the  sewers ;  and  this  in  a 
small  room,  inhabited  night  and  day  by  such  a  population  as  I  have 
described. 

"  Who  can  wonder  at  what  becomes,  physically  or  morally,  of  in- 
fants born  in  these  bestial  crowds  ? 

'<  In  my  former  Report,  I  drew  your  attention  to  this  pestilential 
heaping  of  human  beings,  and  suggested  to  you  its  results ;  and  on 
many  occasions,  during  the  past  year,  complaints  have  been  before 
your  honourable  court  which  have  had  their  real  origin  in  this  uncon- 
trolled evil.  I  revert  to  it  because  of  its  infinite  importance.  While 
it  maintains  physical  fllth  that  is  indescribable — while  it  perpetuates 
fever  and  the  allied  disorders — while  it  creates  mortality  enough  to 
mask  the  results  of  all  your  sanitary  progress,  its  moral  consequences 
are  too  dreadful  to  be  detailed.  I  have  to  deal  with  the  matter  only 
as  it  relates  to  bodily  health.  Whatever  is  morally  hideous  and  savage 
in  the  scene — whatever  contrast  it  offers  to  the  superficial  magai* 

*  I  purposely  refrain  from  any  attempt  to  illostrate  all  the  horrors  which  are  m- 
cidental  to  this  method  of  life ;  bat,  ai  a  single  exemplification  of  the  text  (cbofeo, 
not  because  of  its  rarity,  but  because  it  happens  to  occur  at  the  moment),  I  insert 
an  extract  from  a  note,  with  which  I  was  favoured  a  fortnight  ago,  by  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son, surgeon  to  the  North  District  of  the  West  London  Union.  "  I  was  sent  for  to 
attend  a  poor  Irish  woman  in  labour,  at  half  past  six  o'clock  yesterday  momiog,at 
17,  Fox  and  Knot  Court.  There  were  three  families,  each  consisting  of  a  man  and 
wife,  and  two  or  more  children,  in  a  small  room,  15  feet  by  8,  all  lying  on  dirty 
rags  on  the  floor.  I  found  one  of  the  children  suffering  under  smallpox.  The  ad- 
joining room  was  occupied  by  six  grown-up  persons  and  two  children."  In  the 
circumstances  to  which  my  report  refers,  scenes  of  this  description  moat  of  neces- 
sity be  habitual:  and  it  is  to  their  habit,  not  to  their  exceptional  occorrtnee,  that 
my  remarks  apply. 
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ficence  of  the  metropolis — whatever  profligacy  it  implies  and  cou- 
tiiiues — whatever  recklessness  and  obscene  brutality  arise  from  it — 
whatever  deep  injury  it  inflicts  on  the  community — whatever  debase- 
ment, or  abolition  of  God's  image  in  men's  hearts,  is  tokened  by  it — 
these  matters  belong  not  to  my  office,  nor  would  it  become  me  to 
dwell  on  them.  Only  because  of  the  physical  sufferings  am  I  entitled 
to  speak — only  because  pestilence  is  for  ever  within  the  circle— only 
because  death  so  largely  comforts  these  poor  orphans  of  civilization* 
To  my  duty  it  alone  belongs,  in  such  respects,  to  tell  you  where 
disease  ravages  the  people  under  your  charge,  and  wherefore ;  but 
while  I  lift  the  curtain  to  show  you  this — a  curtain  which  convention 
would  gladly  leave  unraised — you  cannot  but  see  that  side  by  side 
with  pestilence  there  stalks  a  deadlier  presence ;  blighting  the  moral 
existence  of  a  rising  population  ;  rendering  their  hearts  hopeless, 
their  acts  ruffianly  and  incestuous;  and  scattering,  while  society  averts 
her  eyes,  the  retributive  seeds  on  increase  for  crime,  turbulence,  and 
pauperism/' 


COTTAGES    FOR    LABOURERS. 

(^Correspondence  of  the  "  Morning  Chronicle") 

The  exertions  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  in  improving  the  condition  of 
the  dwellings  of  the  labourers  on  various  parts  of  his  estates,  and 
more  particularly  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  have  been,  and  still  are, 
of  the  most  extensive  and  admirable  character.  Impressed  with  a 
sense  of  his  high  responsibilities  as  a  landlord,  he  has,  for  upwards 
of  three  years,  endeavoured  to  carry  out  an  improved  system  of 
replacing  the  decayed  and  miserable  dwellings  on  his  property  by 
others  calculated  to  induce  in  the  labourers  higher  notions  of  decency 
and  comfort;  and  ^'  he  has,  by  so  doing,"  says  the  Rev.  C.  Hartshorn, 
"  given  to  the  labouring  classes  an  opportunity  of  proving  upon 
whom  the  blame  of  bad  habits  for  the  most  part  rests,  and  it  is  not 
stating  too  much  to  say  that  already  a  visible  preference  has  been 
shown  for  neatness,  cleanliness,  and  decent  habits,  among  all  those 
who  have  been  thus  placed  in  habitations  where  the  existence  of  such 
an  amendment  in  their  moral  and  domestic  economy  can  be  dis- 
played." 

The  necessity  which  existed  for  carrying  out  upon  a  large  scale  a 
liberal  system  of  cottage  building,  will  be  best  learned  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  Duke  himself.  "My  inquiries," said  his  Grace,  "into 
the  condition  of  the  cottages  ou  my  Bedfordshire  and  Devonshire 
estates  led  me  to  the  conclusions — first,  that  notwithstanding  a  very 
considerable  annual  expenditure  upon  them,  many  of  them  were  so 
deficient  in  requisite  accommodation  as  to  be  inadequate  to  the 
removal  of  that  acknowledged  obstacle  to  the  improvement  of  the 
morals  and  habits  of  agricultural  labourers,  which  consists  in  the  want 
of  separate  bedrooms  for  grown-up  boys  and  girls;  and,  secondly, 
that  the  practice  of  taking  in   lodgers  had  led  to  still  further  evils 
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among  the  labourers.  The  improved  methods  of  cultiTation,  exten- 
sive draining  operations,  and  general  improvement  in  husbandrj, 
requiring,  as  they  did,  additional  hands,  which  are  going  on,  more  or 
less,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  the  breaking  up  of  inferior  grass 
lands,  and  the  conversion  of  woodland  into  tillage — especially  since 
the  passing  of  the  Tithe  Commutation  Act — by  giving  work  to  many 
more  labourers  than  were  formerly  employed,  have  caused  a  propor- 
tionate augmentation  of  their  numbers,  and  consequently  an  increased 
want  of  cottage  accommodation.  To  meet  this  increased  want,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  improve  the  habitations  of  the  labourers,  1  deter- 
mined to  rebuild  the  worst  of  my  cottages,  and  also  to  add  to  their 
number  in  those  parts  of  my  estate  in  which  it  appeared  necessary  so 
to  do.  I  therefore  directed  my  surveyor  to  prepare  a  series  of  plans 
of  cottages  suitable  for  families  of  diflTercnt  sizes  and  descriptions, 
and  sufHcient  to  satisfy  the  reasonable  wants  of  the  labourers  and 
their  families ;  and  to  be  so  constructed  as  that,  avoiding  all  needless 
expense,  the  cottages  should  be  substantial,  and  not  liable  to  pre- 
mature decay,  or  likely  to  require  costly  repair."  In  pursuance  of 
these  directions,  plans  were  prepared  by  Mr.  Hacker,  the  architect 
to  his  Grace,  and  during  the  years  1846-7-8,  fifty-two  cottages  were 
erected  according  to  his  plans;  in  the  course  of  last  year  not  less  than 
fifty-three ;  and  instructions  have  now  been  given  to  build  not  less 
than  800  cottages  in  different  parts  of  the  Duke's  estates. 

Before  proceeding  to  describe  the  character  of  the  newly-erected 
cottages,  and  the  condition  of  their  tenants,  I  will  endeavour  to  give 
the  reader  some  description  of  the  large  establishment  at  Woburn- 
park,  for  the  manufacture  of  every  requisite  for  cottage-building. 
An  extensive  quadrangular  pile  of  buildings  encloses  the  farm- 
buildings  and  the  workshops,  with  its  "  office  of  works,"  and  other 
appropriate  offices.  A  roadway  separates  the  agricultural  from  the 
manufacturing  portion  of  the  buildings.  To  the  part  devoted  to 
agricultural  purposes  I  referred  in  a  former  letter.  In  the  centre, 
then,  of  one  of  these  extensive  ranges  of  buildings  is  the  engine-house 
of  the  manufactories,  with  its  tall  chimney,  opposite  to  which  the 
chimney  of  the  engine-house  of  the  farm-buildings  rears  its  head. 
The  union  here  presented  of  the  two  interests,  which  it  has  almost 
become  a  fashion  to  consider  as  rivals — agriculture  and  manufactures 
—is  at  once  pleasing  and  instructive.  The  whole  range  of  buildings, 
situated  in  a  declivity,  and  surrounded  with  portions  of  arable  and 
pasture  lands,  ornamental  grounds,  and  thick  shrubberies — the  tall 
chimneys  peering  above  the  tops  of  the  trees,  pouring  forth  their 
wreathed  volumes  of  smoke  in  the  clear  blue  sky,  and  springing  np, 
as  it  were,  from  the  midst  of  a  stack-yard  stored  with  agriculturnl 
produce — the  noise  of  the  various  agricultural  machines  set  in  motion 
by  the  steam-engine,  one  employed  in  thrashing,  others  in  chaff  and 
turnip  cutting,  and  in  pumping  water  for  the  cattle ;  on  the  opposite 
side  the  noise  of  the  saw-mill  with  its  seven-bladed  saw,  worked  by 
the  second  engine,  and  cutting  up  whole  trunks,  as  if  with  the  fury 
of  a  savage;  the  lathes  engaged  in  turning  different  articles  of  wood 
und  iron,  and  which,  connected  with  innumerable  bands,  cranks,  and 
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axles,  performs  with  perfect  regularity  almost  any  kind  or  amount  of 
work  which  they  may  be  required ;  the  sonorous  sounds  of  the  anvib 
of  the  smiths,  the  continuous  clang  of  hammers  in  the  carpenters' 
shops,  and  the  chisel  of  the  mason  ;  the  lowing  of  cattle,  the  bleating 
of  sheepy  the  squeaking  of  pigs,  and  the  chirping  of  birds ;  farming 
men  in  their  smock-frocks  ;  men  with  their  teams,  boys  in  their 
jerkins ;  painters,  plumbers,  and  plasterers,  in  their  respective  costumes; 
the  stoker  black  at  the  furnace,  the  engineer  oily  at  his  engine,  and 
some  two  dozen  of  staid  and  demure-looking  clerks,  each  busily  en- 
gaged in  his  respective  department — constitute  together  a  scene  which, 
whether  for  the  novelty  of  its  contrasts,  or  the  interest  which  it  is 
calculated  to  excite  in  the  mind,  is  without  a  rival,  either  in  the  more 
secluded  agricultural  districts,  or  in  the  more  busy  and  populous 
seats  of  manufacture.  The  manufacturing  engine,  if  it  may  be  so 
termed — which,  from  its  extreme  beauty,  and  the  lightness  of  its  con- 
struction, might  almost  be  termed  a  model  engine — is  of  twenty-five- 
horse  power.  The  furnace  is  almost  entirely  fed  with  pine  blocks, 
cut  from  the  extensive  woods  at  Woburn.  A  saw-mill,  which,  at  the 
time  of  my  visit,  was,  as  I  have  said,  working  with  seven  blades,  is 
constantly  sawing  the  timber  into  blocks  for  the  furnace,  or  into  deals 
and  boards  of  different  thicknesses,  as  they  may  be  required.  In  an 
adjoining  room  is  a  powerful  lathe,  which  is  used  for  boring  iron 
pump-barrels  for  the  cottages  in  course  of  erection,  or  about  to  be 
erected.  In  the  next  department  were  sixty  or  seventy  carpenters, 
engaged  in  planing  flooring  boards,  and  in  making  doors,  window- 
sashes,  and  other  articles  for  the  cottages.  The  plumbers  were  at 
work  on  buckets  for  the  pumps,  preparing  lead  for  the  roofs,  and 
pipes  for  the  water.  Smiths  were  at  work  in  making  ranges ;  and  in 
the  yard  a  number  of  masons  were  busily  employed  in  fashioning 
into  shape  huge  miasses  of  stone.  In  addition  to  the  workshops,  there 
were  a  variety  of  store-rooms  for  all  kinds  of  materials — ^paint,  glass, 
locks,  bolts,  handles,  and  every  sort  of  ironmongery.  Each  depart- 
ment possesses  its  own  establishment  of  clerks  and  superintendents ; 
the  whole  being  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Hacker,  the  architect 
and  engineer  to  his  Grace.  Upwards  of  200  persons  were  employed 
]Q  the  different  kinds  of  occupation  relating  to  cottage  building. 
Everything  connected  with  the  cottages  is  made  or  manufactured 
upon  the  estate,  from  the  foundation  to  the  chimney-pots,  with  the 
exception  of  the  black  Staffordshire  tiles  for  the  flooring. 


CONDITION  OF  THE  ENGLISH  AGRICULTURAL 
LABOURERS. 

(^Abridged  from  the  Morning  Chronicle,) 
NORFOLK,     SUFFOLK,     AND     ESSEX. 

I  PROPOSE  in  the  present  letter  to  enter  somewhat  more  in  detail  into 
the  condition  of  the  agricultural  labourer  as  regards  his  work  and 
his  wages,  and  to  point  out  a  few  of  the  evils  in  connexion  with  these 
subjects  which  tend  to  produce  that  feeling  of  sullen  discontent  which 
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is  so  generally  prevalent  among  tliein — particularly  in  those  portions 
of  this  district  where  of  late  so  many  incendiary  fires  have  taken 
place. 

I  shall  first  deal  with  the  question  of  wages.  In  my  previous  letter 
I  stated  that  the  wages  of  the  labourer  averaged  from  7s.  to  95.  per 
week.  Nothing,  however,  could  be  more  erroneous  than  to  suppose 
that  the  actual  amount  paid  to  the  labourer  is  equal  to  that  sum,  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  it  is  his  good  fortune  to  receive  such  a  sum 
during  the  entire  year.  The  system  of  hiring  the  labourer  by  the 
week  is  one  which  is  comparatively  rarely  adopted  in  Suffolk ;  wheu» 
therefore,  we  are  told  that  the  wages  of  the  labourer  are  8^.  per 
week,  it  is,  so  far  as  the  great  body  of  agricultural  labourers  arc  con- 
cerned, a  perfect  delusion.  Labourers  are  paid  by  the  day,  not  by 
the  week — and  only  for  the  number  of  days  during  which  they  are 
actually  at  work.  If,  in  consequence  of  wet  or  unfavourable  weather, 
they  are  unable  to  work,  the  wages  for  such  days  are  deducted  from 
what,  by  courtesy,  are  called  their  weekly  wages.  If  a  day's  sickness 
or  domestic  affliction  keeps  the  labourer  at  home,  the  same  principle 
is  acted  upon.  In  fact,  upon  the  day  which  was  set  apart  for  the 
General  Thanksgiving,  the  wages  of  great  numbers  of  the  labonren 
were  stopped,  on  the  plea  that  no  work  was  then  done  by  them.  I 
am  happy,  however,  to  state  that  the  instances  of  such  hardship,  and  * 
of  such  total  disregard  to  the  comforts  of  the  poor,  which  came  under 
my  own  notice,  were  comparatively  rare. 

The  full  wages  of  8^.,  or  even  9j.  per  week,  are  little  enough  to 
keep  body  and  soul  together ;  but,  when  from  that  sum  are  deducted 
the  wages  of  every  day,  or  of  every  portion  of  a  day,  upon  which  the 
labourer  is  unable  to  work,  the  manner  in  which  he  exists  becomes  a 
mystery  indeed.  **  There's  some  weeks,"  said  a  poor  fellow  to  mei 
*^  that  we  only  get  4^. — sometimes  less  than  that — and  in  very  wet 
weather  we  gets  nothing  at  all."  **  How,  then,"  said  I,  "  do  you 
manage  to  subsist,  and  pay  1*.  G^.  a-wcek  for  that  cottage  of  yours?** 
"  We  can't  do  it  on  our  wages,  you  may  be  sure,"  he  said ;  **  the 
truth,  is,  master,  that  we're  often  driven  to  do  a  many  things  those 
times  that  we  wouldn't  do  if  we  could  help  it.  It  is  very  hard  for  us  to 
starve,  and  we  sometimes  pull  some  turnips,  or  p'raps  potatoes  out  of 
some  of  the  fields,  unbeknown  to  the  farmers."  Is  it  to  be  wondered, 
if  the  poor  man  is  thus  tempted  to  commit  these  acts  of  depredation 
in  order  to  preserve  his  miserable  existence  ? 

It  has  been  very  generally  stated  to  me  by  the  farmers,  when  I  have 
spoken  to  them  upon  the  subject,  that  the  labourers  are  now  much 
better  off  than  they  ever  were,  and  they  generally  put  their  propo« 
sition  in  these  words  : — That  85.  a-week  wages,  with  wheat  at  42<.,  is 
much  better  than  wages  at  9;.,  with  wheat  at  56^.  Taking  the  two 
extreme  points  thus  selected  by  the  farmers,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
as  to  the  perfect  truth  of  the  proposition.  But  how  stands  the  fact? 
The  minimum  of  wages  is  not  8*.  (or  at  the  rate,  rather,  of  81.)  per 
week.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases,  they  are  not  higher  than  7s, ; 
and  within  the  last  fortnight,  and  since  writing  my  last  letter,  there 
has  been  an  extensive  reduction  to  G^.  per  week.     Speaking  to  a 
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labourer,  whose  wages  had  been  gradually  reduced  from  1^.  4d,  a-day 
before,  to  1*.  tid.  after  harvest — and  now  finally  to  Is.  per  day — I 
asked  him  if  he  did  not  think  that  he  was  better  off  with  low  than 
with  high  wages,  supposing  that  wheat  was  at  a  proportionately  high 
price  ?  He  replied — *'  We  can  get  more  bread  for  the  money,  and 
that*s  some  consequence  to  poor  men  like  we,  but  they  don't  lower 
the  rent  to  us  when  they  lower  the  wages.  When  I  was  getting  9^. 
a-week  I  had  to  pay  eighteenpence  a-week  for  rent,  and  I  must  pay 
the  same  now  when  I  am  only  getting  6^.  a-week  ;  and  then  I  don't 
know  how  long  I  may  be  able  to  get  6s,  The  farmers  have  nearly 
got  in  all  their  seed,  and  then  we  may  go  about  our  business.  And 
then  if  I  aint  got  no  money  to  buy  the  bread,  why  what's  the  conse- 
quence if  it's  cheap  or  dear  ?"  Viewed  in  this  light  (and  many  of  the 
labourers  are  shrewd  enough  to  look  at  the  question  in  this  way),  the 
condition  of  the  labourer  must  be  bad  enough. 

Another  of  the  causes  of  complaint  which  I  have  frequently  heard 
among  the  labourers,  is  the  hardship  of  having  to  walk  some  ten  or 
dozen  miles  in  the  course  of  the  day,  in  going  to  and  from  their  work. 
The  necessity  for  this  has  arisen  from  the  practice  which  exists  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  some  of  the  larger  towns — upon  the  part  of  some 
of  the  close  parishes,  or  of  the  owners  of  extensive  estates — of  endea- 
vouring to  evade  the  operation  of  the  law  of  settlement,  by  pulling 
down  the  cottages,  or  turning  out  the  tenants  just  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  which  would  make  them  irremovable.  Upon  several 
properties  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bury,  for  instance,  I  have  been 
informed  of  cases  where,  upon  the  slightest  possible  pretext,  a  whole 
family  has  been  driven  off  the  estate.  The  poor  people  thus  driven 
away  are  unable  to  obtain  accommodation  in  the  villages  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood,  the  owners  of  property  there  not  wishing  to 
run  the  risk  of  having  any  burden  thrown  upon  their  parish— and 
they  accordingly  seek  shelter  in  some  of  the  wretched  back  streets 
and  lanes  of  the  larger  towns.  In  several  instances  I  was  told  by  the 
labourers  themselves  that  they  had  to  walk  one,  two,  three,  or  four 
miles  to  work  on  the  very  estate  from  which,  as  tenants,  they  had  but 
a  short  time  since  been  removed.  I  was  informed  of  the  case  of  one 
family  which  had  been  driven  off  an  estate  situated  a  few  miles  from 
Bury,  under  circumstances  of  the  greatest  hardship — though,  it  must 
be  added,  that  there  are  few  gentlemen  who  have  devoted  more  time 
and  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  cottages  and  the  condition  of 
their  tenantry  than  the  owner  of  the  estate  in  question.  The  plea  for 
the  removal  of  this  family  was,  that  the  mother  had  been  seen  to  pick 
up  a  few  small  potatoes  which  had  been  left  upon  the  surface  of  the 
field,  after  the  balk  of  the  crop  had  been  removed.  After  having 
been  turned  out  of  the  house,  the  whole  family  took  up  their  above 
within  the  porch  of  the  church  for  two  days,  determined  that  they 
would  not  be  driven  out  of  the  parish,  although  they  might  be  evicted 
from  their  dwelling.  From  the  church,  however,  they  were  finally 
removed  as  vagrants,  and,  travelling  on  to  Bury,  they  obtained  lodg- 
ings in  the  wretched  place  to  which  I  referred  in  my  former  letter, 
viz.,  Hogg's-lane. 
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Several  other  instances  like  this  came  to  my  knowledge  as  having 
occurred  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bury.  In  the  various  other  parts 
of  the  county  through  which  I  have  travelled  I  have  made  it  my 
business  to  inquire  into  the  existence  of  such  a  practice ;  and  I  feel 
bound  to  state  that  the  result  of  my  inquiries  was  such  as  to  lead 
me  to  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  carried  on  to  so  great  an  extent  as  I 
was  led  to  suppose,  except  in  some  comparatively  few  cases,  where 
close  parishes  exist  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  large  towns. 
I  found  upon  inquiry  that  in  a  great  number  of  cases  where  cottages 
had  been  pulled  down,  others  had  been  erected  in  their  stead,  of  a 
more  commodious  character,  and  in  some  cases  nearer  to  the  farms. 
Taking  the  whole  county,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  number  of  cot- 
tages pulled  down  has  exceeded  the  number  of  new  ones  that  have 
been  built.  The  insuf&ciency  of  cottage  accommodation  remaioB, 
however,  still  as  great. 

Within  the  last  two  months  the  crime  of  incendiarism  has  been 
fearfully  on  the  increase  in  some  portions  of  the  western  division  of 
Suffolk,  and  in  those  portions  of  the  counties  of  Essex  and  Cam- 
bridgeshire which  lie  contiguous  to  it.  Incendiary  fires  are  not^  ud^ 
fortunately,  of  rare  occurrence  in  Suffolk. 

Since  August  last  there  have  been  no  fewer  than  seventeen  incen- 
diary fires  in  a  portion  of  the  county  of  about  fifteen  or  twenty  miles 
in  length  from  north  to  south,  and  about  twelve  or  fifteen  in  breadth. 
This  district  forms  the  southern  part  of  the  western  division  of  the 
county,  adjoining  the  district  about  Soham  in  Cambridgeshire  on  the 
west,  and  the  district  of  Saffron  Walden  in  Essex  on  the  south. 
In  these  portions  of  Essex  and  Cambridgeshire  the  fires  have  been 
almost  as  numerous  as  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  no  doubt  they 
have  their  origin  in  the  same  cause.  The  value  of  property  thus 
destroyed  has  been,  I  am  informed,  not  less  than  14,000/.  Indeed, 
to  such  an  extent  has  the  system  prevailed,  that  certain  districts  of 
Suffolk,  Cambridgeshire,  and  Essex  have  been  placed  under  **  ban" 
by  the  fire  offices,  several  of  them  haying  refused  to  insure  farm  pro- 
perty there. 

'  I  have  endeavoured  as  far  as  possible  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  these 
incendiary  fires,  and  I  have  been  unable  to  arrive  at  any  other  con- 
clusion than  that  they  originate  in  the  distress  and  discontent  of  the 
labouring  classes.  Individual  cases  have  occurred  in  which  the  fires, 
to  all  outward  appearance,  are  not  traceable  to  this  source.  Several 
fires  have  happened  in  cases  where  a  comparatively  high  rate  of  wages 
was  paid,  where  the  labourers  were  generally  contented,  and  where 
every  possible  exertion  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  employer  to  fur- 
nish them  with  work  and  to  improve  their  condition.  A  gentleman 
who  occupies  a  prominent  position  in  one  of  the  parishes  where, 
several  fires  have  occurred  informed  me  that  in  1844  he  had  paid 
considerable  attention  to  the  subject,  that  he  had  been  present  at 
many  of  the  fires,  and  that  the  conclusion  which  he  then  came  to  was, 
that  they  were  almost  universally  attributable  to  the  low  rate  of  wages; 
and  that  he  had  no  doubt  whatever  but  that  the  same  cause  applied 
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to  the  fires  of  the  present  year.  Indeed^  the  prevailing  opinion  among 
all  thinking  persons  appears  to  be  that  they  are  owing  to  the  very 
general  depression  and  discontent  of  the  people  in  those  parts  where 
the  fires  occur. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  are  anything  like  secret  societies 
among  the  peasantry,  where  the  fires  are  planned  or  concocted. 
There  is,  however,  a  very  general  opinion  among  the  police  and 
others,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  fire  which  occurs  the  perpetrator  of 
which  is  not  pretty  generally  known  in  the  neighbouring  village.  At 
Dalham,  Gazeley,  and  several  other  small  villages  in  the  Risbridge 
union,  there  is  evidently  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  to 
screen  the  offenders.  The  people  of  Dalham  uniformly  refuse,  I  was 
informed,  to  render  any  assistance  in  putting  out  the  fires,  and  upon 
one  occasion  they  actually  cut  the  hose  of  the  engine^  and  fired  upon 
the  firemen  who  were  working  it. 

There  appears  to  be  no  reason  whatever  for  supposing  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  poor-law  has  anything  to  do  with  producing  these 
fires.  Indeed,  in  several  of  the  unions  in  which  fires  have  occurred, 
the  law  has  been  carried  out  by  the  guardians  with  a  total  absence  of 
anything  like  harshness  or  cruelty,  and  the  provisions  of  the  law  are 
even  frequently  strained  with  the  benevolent  view  of  afibrding  the 
fullest  possible  relief.  Generally  speaking,  there  is  not,  in  these 
districts,  so  strong  a  feeling  of  dislike  to  the  poor-law  among  the 
labourers  as  may  be  found  in  some  of  the  unions  where  no  cases  of 
incendiarism  have  occurred. 

Referring  to  individual  cases  of  incendiarism,  it  is  curious  to  ob- 
serve how,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  the  fires  occur  in  districts 
where  either  a  low  rate  of  wages  is  paid,  or  where  the  labourers  deem 
themselves  improperly  treated.  Speaking  to  many  of  the  labourers 
upon  the  subject,  they  have  not  unfrequently  made  use  of  expressions 
towards  those  whose  property  had  been  destroyed^  such  as — <«  Oh, 
sarve  him  right ;"  **  He  was  a  grinder ;"  <<  He  was  a  strict,  hard- 
fisted  fellow  ;"  "  He  was  very  hard  upon  his  men,"  and  other  terms 
of  a  similar  character.  On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the  fires  have 
happened  in  cases  where  the  farmers  bore  the  highest  possible 
character.  In  one  case  a  farmer  of  about  ^ve  hundred  acres  received 
the  prize  at  the  Stow  Agricultural  Society  for  employing  the  largest 
amount  of  labour  in  proportion  to  his  occupation.  Another  farmer 
possessed  the  general  reputation  of  farming  higher,  and  employing 
more  hands  than  other  persons  in  the  district.  A  short  time  since 
an  extensive  fire  occurred  near  Kirtlinge,  which  destroyed  the  whole 
of  the  property.  A  portion  of  the  premises  had  been  burnt  down 
last  year;  they  had  but  just  been  rebuilt,  and  the  workmen  had  not 
}eh  more  than  a  few  days,  when  a  fire  again  broke  out,  and  burned 
the  whole  of  the  newly  erected  premises,  together  with  that  portion 
of  the  old  which  escaped  upon  the  previous  occasion.  The  farmer 
bore  an  excellent  character.  Two  fires  recently  occurred  in  Forn- 
ham,  in  both  of  which  cases  the  farmers  bore  a  high  character,  and 
were  In  the  habit  of  paying  a  better  rate  of  wages  than  most  of  the 
farmers  in  the  neighbourhood. 
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But  while,  on  the  one  hand,  some  farmers  who  bear  a  good  cha- 
racter among  the  labourers  have  suffered,  there  arc  many  instances 
in  which  thej  have  been  spared,  although  fires  have  been  constantly 
taking  place  around  them.  A  large  farmer,  residing  five  or  -six 
miles  from  Bury  and  fanning  upwards  of  one  thousand  acres,  was  a 
singular  instance  of  this.  **  He  b  a  good  man — a  good  fellow,**  said 
a  labourer  to  whom  I  was  speaking ;  '*  he  is  one  of  the  best  men  we 
have  round  here,  and  be  hasn't  had  so  much  as  a  hay -rick,  or  barley- 
stack,  set  on  fire.  Ay !  a  better  man  never  trod  shoe  leather  than 
he.  The  poor  men  ail  like  him ;  he  isn't  ashamed  to  speak  to  'em 
when  he  sees  'em,  and  be*s  always  glad  to  help  a  poor  fellow  when 
he's  in  want.**  Neither  in  1843  nor  in  1844,  when  so  many  fires 
occurred,  was  there  a  single  fire  upon  his  farm — nor  have  there  been 
any  during  the  present  outbreak.  Upon  many  of  the  estates  that  are 
well  managed,  and  where  there  is  a  resident  proprietor,  comparatively 
few  cases  of  incendiarism  have  occurred. 

Before  leaving  the  labourers  of  Suffolk,  I  will  shortly  refer  to  the 
state  of  education  among  them.     Upon  this  question  blue  books  are 
silent,  and  any  attempt  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  would  be  certain  to 
result  in  failure.     One  mode  that  is  generally  adopted  of  arriving  at 
information  upon  this  point  b  by  taking  the  number  of  persons  who 
in  any  particular  district  may  have  signed  the  marriage  regbter  with 
their  mark,  not  being  able  to  write  their  names.     Adopting  this 
standard,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  men  so  signing  the  register  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  in  the  year  1847,  was  not  less  than  1, Odd- 
being  42  per  cent,  above  the  average  of  all  England  and  Wales  upon 
the  like  number  of  marriages.     There  b  no  doubt  that  thb  is  an 
enormous  per  centage*  and  it  must  also  be  remembered   that  this 
applies  to  the  whole  county,  including  persons  of  every  class  and  con- 
dition who  were  married  during  that  year.     How  many  of  the.  agri- 
cultural labourers  of  Suffolk  were  able  to  sign  their  names  would  be 
a  curious  point  upon  which  to  obtain  information,  and  one  which 
would  be  necessary  if  we  wbhed  to  arrive  at  the  state  of  education 
among  that  numerous  body.     Unfortunately,  the  information  is  not 
forthcoming ;  but  we  are  fully  justified  in  assuming  that  among  the 
labourers,  as  a  body,  there  is  to  be  found  a  far  greater  per  centage 
of  persons  who  cannot  write  their  names  than  would  appear  from 
taking  the  average  of  the  whole  county.     After  some  considerable 
trouble  1  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  ''  The  Result  of  the  General 
Inquiry  made  by  the  National  Society  into  the  State  and  Progress 
of  the  Schools  for  the  Education  of  the  Poor  in  the  Principles  of  the 
Established  Church,  during  the  years  1846-7,  throughout  England 
and  Wales."     This  return  does  not  include  schools  connected  with 
dissenters,  nor  Church  of  England  preparatory  schoob,  nor  gram- 
mar schoob.      From  these  returns  I  have  collected  that  there  are* 
in  Suffolk  699  schools,  having  32,667  scholars,  under  their  charge — 
being  a  proportion  of  1  in  9  to  the  entire  population  of  the  county. 
The  total  number  of  children    in    connexion  with   the   schoob  of 
the  National  Society  throughout  England  and  Wales  is  computed 
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at  1  in  11^  of  the  entire  population;  in  the  county  of  Suffolk 
the  proportion  appears  to  be  1  in  9.  It  would  appear  from 
thi§,  that  the  state  of  education  among  the  children  is  rather  in 
advance  as  compared  with  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  The 
education  of  the  children  of  the  agricultural  labourers  is,  however, 
remarkably  deficient ;  and  in  this  respect  the  pauper  children  are 
placed  in  a  much  more  favourable  position.  There  is  a  school  in 
connexion  with  each  of  the  workhouses,  where  the  children  are 
taught  the  rudiments  of  education,  and  in  several  of  the  schools 
which  I  visited  considerable  proficiency  was  exhibited  in  some 
branches  of  instruction.  At  the  pauper  school  at  Stowmarket  many 
of  the  boys  write  excellently,  and  are  good  book-keepers.  At  the 
Blything  Union,  many  of  the  children  have  made  considerable  pro- 
gress in  the  art  of  navigation,  and  have  obtained  employment  in  the 
uavy ;  and  some  of  them  have  obtained  marks  of  merit  for  their  good 
conduct.  As  an  instance  of  the  want  of  education  among  the  pauper 
children  in  some  parts  of  the  county,  and  of  the  benefits  likely  to 
result  from  the  establishment  of  pauper  schools,  I  may  mention  the 
case  of  a  school  which  I  visited  at  Wortham,  in  connexion  with  the 
Hartismere  Union.  During  the  examination  of  the  children,  a 
number  of  questions  were  asked  and  answers  given — among  others 
the  following : — 

*«  Why  was  Lazarus  seen  afar  off  in  Abraham's  bosom  ?" 

"  Because  he  was  Abraham's  father." 

«<  What  is  a  publican  ?*' 

<*  A  Pharisee." 

"  What  was  Matthew  ?" 

"  A  fisherman." 

*«  What  did  the  Jews  expect  the  Messiah  to  be  ?" 

**  A  false  prophet.'* 

"  What  is  faith  ?" 

<<  The  substance  of  anything  seen.'' 

«*  How  many  Houses  of  Parliament  are  there  ?" 

«<  Three — two." 

"  What  is  the  upper  one  called  ?" 

«  The  house  of  dukes." 

"  What  is  the  lower  one  called  ?" 

"The  house  of  gentlemen." 

It  must,  however,  in  justice  be  stated,  that,  considering  the  short 
time  during  which  they  had  been  receiving  instruction,  they  had 
made  considerable  progress  in  many  other  branches ;  many  of  the 
boys  and  girls  read  well,  and  some  of  the  girls  wrote  an  exceedingly 
good  hand. 

It  is  pleasing  to  notice  the  great  exertions  which  are  in  many 
cases  made  on  the  part  of  landed  proprietors  to  afford  the  means  of 
education  to  the  children  of  their  tenants.  There  is  scarcely  a  large 
estate  upon  which  one  or  more  schools  have  not  been  erected — the 
salaries  of  the  masters,  and  other  expenses  attending  them,  being 
defrayed  by  the  proprietors  themselves.     Among  schools  of  this  class 
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maj  be  mentiooed  those  of  Mr.  Shav,  of  Kengrare  Hall,  near  Wood- 
bridge  ;  of  Sir  Edward  Kerrisoo,  of  Siradbroke ;  of  Mr.  Ben jaD,  of 
Calford  ;  and  Mr.  Kerrisoo,  of  Broome  Hall,  vho  has  also  established 
an  industrial  school  in  connexion  with  one  in  which  the  asual  routine 
of  education  is  taught.  Great  credit  is  also  due  to  the  great  body  of 
the  dergj  throughout  the  county,  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
exerted  themselves  to  proiide  the  meams  of  education  for  the  children 
of  the  poor.  In  many  of  the  parishes  are  to  be  found  small  schools, 
which  are  supported  entirely  from  funds  derived  from  the  miserable 
stipends  of  the  country  curates.  There  is  still,  however,  a  great  want 
of  school  accommodation  throughout  the  entire  county.  There  are 
four  parishes  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Ship-meadows,  a 
district  lying. between  Bungay  and  Becdes,  in  which  there  is  not  a 
single  school,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  Sunday-school,  conducted 
entirely  by  the  wife  of  one  of  the  curates — the  parties  residing  in  the 
parishes  not  being  able  to  raise  a  sufficient  sum  either  to  establish  the 
schools  or  to  allow  them  to  obtain  any  assistance  from  the  Govern- 
ment grants.  There  are  other  parishes  in  which,  unfortunately,  there 
is  no  school  accommodation  whatever ;  and  in  many  the  schoob  are 
of  the  most  wretched  character. 


IRISH  EMIGRANTS. 

To  tAe  Editor  of  ike  Times. 

Sir,— I  cannot  but  think  that  the  following  facts  may  be  interesting 
to  many  of  your  readers.  We  are  for  ever  hearing  of  the  number  of 
persons  emigrating  from  Ireland  to  America ;  and  we  sometimes  hear 
narratives,  almost  incredible,  of  the  success  in  the  United  States  of 
Irish  emigrants.  W*ithin  these  few  weeks  between  100  and  200  of 
the  peasantry  have  left  one  neighbourhood,  in  the  county  of  Galway, 
as  emigrants.  A  far  greater  number  are  preparing  to  start  next 
month ;  these  are  for  the  most  part  young  and  able  men.  It  can  be 
no  matter  of  surprise  to  any  one  who  knows  the  suffering  these  poor 
creatures  have  gone  through  that  they  should  seek  thus  to  fly  their 
native  land  ;  it  will,  however,  be  I  think  some  matter  of  surprise  to 
most  of  us  to  learn  how  quickly  the  being  who  at  home  has  the 
character  not  merely  of  being  most  miserable,  but  most  helpleu, 
abroad  becomes  comparatively  a  man  of  wealth ;  the  late  starving 
dependent  upon  the  law's  extorted  charity  is  transformed  into  a 
liberal  agent  of  good  to  those  who  are  yet  in  that  condition. 

A  young  man,  who  only  left  the  employ  of  a  friend  of  my  own,  a 
most  benevolent  English  settler  in  Connemara,  last  spring,  has 
already  sent  through  the  said  employer's  hands  16/.  for  his  aged 
parents.  Several  who  lefl  in  the  summer  have  sent  41,  or  5/.  each. 
Two  young  men,  who  left  Ireland  last  September,  and  sailed  to  New 
Orleans,  and  thence  500  miles  up  the  Mississippi,  have  each  already 
sent  4/.  for  their  relations  at  home. 

I  hare  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  emigration  of  English 
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peasantry,  and  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  their  correspondence  with 
their  friends  and  relatives  in  this  country  ;  but,  although  their  letters 
are  full  of  evidence  of  their  great  success  and  thriving  position,  I 
have  never  yet  found  them  sending  money  home  to  their  relatives, 
either  to  assist  them  here  or  to  aid  them  to  come  out.  The  instances 
I  have  quoted  above  of  Irish  good  feeling  might  be  multiplied  to  an 
extent  I  could  hardly  expect  your  readers  to  believe.  There  surely 
18  good  stuff  in  thee  haracter  of  these  people  if  it  were  turned  by 
judgment  to  a  good  purpose. 

S.  G.  Osborne. 

AGRICULTURAL  ORPHAN  SCHOOL. 

In  our  magazine  for  August,  we  invited  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  this  then  projected  institution,  which  we  are  now  glad  to  find  has 
made  some  progress,  as  appears  from  the  following  letter  with  which 
we  have  been  favoured  by  the  hon.  secretary.  The  experiment 
is  so  truly  interesting  we  shall  be  glad  to  be  favoured  from  time  to 
time  with  any  particulars  of  its  progress. 

25,  Cbarterbouse^square,  25  Jan.  1851. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Glossop  has  desired  me  to  enclose  to  you  the 
accompanying  circular,  which  will,  I  believe,  put  you  in  possession  of 
most  of  the  information  as  to  our  present  state. 

The  farmhouse  and  twenty  acres  (sixteen  arable,  four  pastute) 
which  we  have  taken,  is  at  Aldenham,  Herts,  about  four  miles  from 
the  Watford  Station.  The  house  is  now  in  course  of  alteration,  our 
land  being  prepared,  and  in  five  weeks'  time  the  children  will  be 
lodged.  We  commence  with  twenty-five  boys,  which  is  to  be  the 
Dumber  in  each  house — every  house  superintended  by  its  own  director. 
If  we  had  the  means  we  should  immediately  commence  fitting  up  a 
second  house  for  a  second  twenty-five,  as  our  land  is  sufficient  for 
three  houses  and  seventy-five  boys.  If  you  can  in  any  way  notice 
us  in  "  The  Labourer's  Friend,"  you  will  do  us,  I  am  sure,  great 
service.  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  you,  or  any  one  else,  any  further 
information  in  my  power,  and  when  we  have  commenced  actual  work. 
I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  your  presence  to  inspect  our  pro- 
ceedings. 

I  am,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Denton. 

John  Wood,  Esq. 

Donations  and  Subscriptions,  from  the  Slst  of  January,  1851, 
to  the  2Sth  of  February,  1851. 

•»*  Those  sams  to  which  (D.)  is  prefixed  are  Donations;  all  others  are  Annaal  Subscriptions. 


£    s.  d. 

flewson  Morris,  Esq.,  Thread- 
needle-street     .    .    .  (D.)  10    0    0 

Qea  £.  Eyre,  Esq.,  Lowndet- 
gquare     .....  (D.)  10  10    0 


£    9.  d. 

F.  HamiltoD,  Esq.,  per  Ber- 
ries &  Co (D.)  10    0    0 

P.  A.  T.  Netbit,  Esq.,  per 
WUliams  &  Co.    .    .  (D.)  10    0    o 
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£    8.  d. 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Moreton  (D.)    5    0    0 
W.  A.  Beckett,  Esq.,  M.P.    .     5    0 
Miss  Bird,  Hyde-park-square, 

(D.)  5  0 
W.  Slade,  Esq.,  Walcot-place, 

(D.)  5  0 
A  Teetotaler  ....  (D.)  5  0 
T.    Gambier    Parry,    Esq., 

Higbam-coart,  Gloucester  .500 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  John  Manners, 

M.P.  .    .    , 3 

Sir  Walter  James,  Bt.,  M.P. .  2 
C.  A.  Moody,  Esq.  M.P.  .  .  2 
Miss  A.  Bowles  .  .  .  (D.)  2 
Rev.  W.  Hornby,  Collection 

at  Ch.  Garstang-on-Wyre  .    2 

C.  T.  G (D.)    2 

J.  Quilter,  Esq.,  York-terr.   .    2 
Rt.  Hon.  Viscoont  Downe     .     1 
Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Chicbester  ..11 
Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Harrowby  ..11 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Foley   ...     1     1 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Henry  Cbol- 

mondeley 1 

Sir  W.  S.  R.  Cockburn,  Bt.  .  1 
Rev.  Sir  John  Seymonr,  Bt. 

Northchurch 1 

T.  Harris,  Esq.,  Hampstead- 

road 1 

N.   Waller,  Esq.,   Masongil, 

near  Kirby  Lonsdale  .  .  1 
Yen.    Archdeacon    Yickers, 

Bridgenorth,  Salop  ...  1 
J.  T.  Alston,  Esq.,  Richmond  1 
Rev.  Thos.Evetts,Prestwood, 

Great  Missenden  ...  1 
Rev.  W.  Adams,  Throcking, 

Bimtingford 1 

E.   Dalton,    Esq.,   D.  C.  L., 

DuDkirk-hoase,  Nails  worth  1 
R.  R.  Whitehead,  Esq.,  Thees- 

comb-hoase,  nr.  Nailsworth    1 
E.  B.  Wheatley,  Esq.,  Cote- 
wall,  near  Dewsbury     .    .     1 
W.  Nottidge,  Esq.,  Wands- 
worth    .......     1     1 

Rev.  T.  Wodehouse,  Stone, 

Dartibrd 10    0 

Rev.-  E.  Harden,  Norwood    .110 
J.  S.  Stuart,  Esq.,  per  D.  W. 

Stuart,     Esq.,      Executor, 

Blandford 110 

H.  Hoare,  Esq.,  Fleet-street  .110 


X   I.  d. 
T.  A.  Knoblock,  Esq.,  Hoi- 

born  Mount,  Hull      ...  1     1    0 

W.  Haydon,  Esq.,  Guildford  1  1  0 
S.  Haydon,  Esq.,  Guildford   .110 

C.  N.  Wilde,  JSsq.,  College- 

hiU 110 

Miss  C.  Fisher,  Dorset-sq.  .110 
Mrs.  J.  S.   Hayne,    WiMow 

Brook,  Windsor  ....  1  1  0 
R.  Pitman,  Esq.,  Paddington  .110 
Rev.  Offley  Crew,  Astbury 

Rectory,  Congleton  ...  1     I    0 

J.  Hoper,'  Esq.,  Shermanbury  110 
T.  H.  Bastard,  Esq.,  Charlton- 

cottage,  near  Blandford  .10  0 
Rev.   T.  Markby,   Queen's- 

coUege 110 

F.  Nichols,  Esq.,  Old-square  .110 

Mrs.  Hollond,  Portland-place  110 
Rev.  Dr.   Twiss,  Hamilton- 

terrace 0  10    0 

S.  B.  Pyman,  Esq.,  Gough-sq.  0  10  0 
W.  H.  L.  Bruges,  Esq.,  Melk- 

sham,  per  Mr.  Cochrane    .  0  10    0 

Rev.  G.  Hume,  ditto    ...  0  10    0 

Rev.  J.  Wilkinson,  ditto  .  .  0  10  0 
Rev.  L.  Deedes,  Bramfield, 

ditto 0  10    0 

W.  Day,  Esq.,  Isleworth  .    .  0  10    0 

J.  Farnell,  Esq.,  Isleworth  .  0  10  0 
Rev.  W.  Watson,  Lougbton, 

Essex 0  10    0 

Mrs.  Watson,  ditto] ....  0  10    0 

E.  B.  Cannon,  Esq.,  Cumber- 
land-place      0  10    0 

Miss  Norsworthy,  per  Biajor 

Little (D.)  0  10    0 

W.  Sutcliffe,  Esq.,  Bath,  per 

Mr.  Crowder 0  10    0 

Rev.  E.  J.  Crawley,  ditto      .  0  10    0 

W.  Hunt,  Esq.,  ditto    .    .    .  0  10    0 

Mrs.  Ames,  ditto      ....  0  10   0 

D.  Cabanel,  Esq.,  ditto ...  0  10  0 
W.  Walters,  Esq..  ditto.    .    .  0  10    0 

F.  G.  Smith,  Esq.,  Golden-sq.  0  10    0 


Per  Mr,  H,  Martin,  Agent 

Rev.  T.  Podmore     ....  1    1 

Dr.  Palin 0  10 

J.  Tootell,  Esq 0  10 

Rev.  H.  Stevens 0  10 

Q.  B.  Hair,  Esq 1  10 


Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Savill,  at  his  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  Parish  of 
St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  published 
by  John  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  where  all 
Communications  are  to  be  addressed.— Sold  by  Seeley,  Fleet  Street ;  Nisbet  and  Co., 
Bemers  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  London. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  MARCH. 

£xeier  Sail,  Strand. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  17th  March;  present, 
William  Long,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair, — Rev.  S.  R.  Cattley,  Major 
Little,  John  Sperling,  Robert  B.  Seeley,  Henry  Roberts,  John 
Bridges,  Edward  P.  Hathaway,  and  Henry  Blanshard,  Esqs., 
and  J.  C.  Rowley,  Esq.,  Visitor. 

The  Minutes  of  the  17th  February  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Corporation  Seal  was  affixed  to  a  Bond  for  securing  pay- 
ment of  3000/.,  and  Interest. 

The  Seal  was  affixed  by  the  Secretary,  in  the  presence  of 
William  Long,  Esq.,  Chairman,  and  attested  by  the  five  following 
Members  of  Committee — namely,  Henry  Roberts,  Robert  B. 
Seeley,  Henry  Blanshard,  Edward  P.  Hathaway,  and  John 
Bridges,  Esqs. 

The  Allotment  Agent  reported  that  a  Society  had  been 
established  at  Strood,  near  Rochester;  and  that  the  following 
gentlemen  were  constituted  a  Committee: — The  Hon.  F.  G. 
Molyneaux,  the  Rev.  John  Sheringham,  the  Rev.  H.  L.  Wing- 
field  ;  Mr.  Manclerk  and  Mr.  Buck,  Magistrates ;  Mr.  Watson, 
Churchwarden ;  Messrs*  Coombes  Heath,  Knight,  Ballard,  Bul- 
mer,  and  Tadman. 

Six  acres  of  land  had  been  taken  and  divided  into  forty-three 
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allotments,  the  whole  of  which  was  eagerly  taken,  and  the  Rules 
signed  by  the  respective  Tenants. 

Walton-on-the-Hill,  Surrey. — By  the  invitation  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Roupel,  the  Agent  has  visited  this  parish,  and  recommends 
that  a  field  of  about  four  acres  be  appropriated  for  Allotments,  to 
commence  at  Michaelmas  next ;  and  if  found  to  answer,  a  fur- 
ther portion  of  the  glebe  land,  containing  about  ten  acres,  may 
then  be  allotted  in  the  same  way. 

LiNGFiELD. — The  Agent  has  inspected  several  pieces  of  land 
in  this  parish,  at  the  request  of  Tliomas  Alcock,  Esq ,  M.P.,  and 
has  selected  a  field  of  about  eight  acres,  \vhich  he  recommends 
as  suitable  for  allotments. 

Norwood,  Surrey. — The  Agent  attended  a  meeting  at  Nor- 
wood on  the  evening  of  the  6th  March,  when  a  Society  was 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  land,  to  be  appropriated  in 
allotments ;  and  a  committee  was  formed,  consisting  of  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen: — The  Rev.  E.  Harden,  Rev.  R.  Goldham, 
Rev.  C.  P.  Longland,  R.  E.  Townsend,  H.  Browditeh,  J.  Franks^ 
R.  v.  Leesse,  S.  Schusle,  James  Prescott,  and  R.  Wrench,  Esqs. 
Six  acres  of  land  have  been  taken,  which  is  to  be  divided  into 
forty-eight  allotments  of  twenty  perches  each,  and  to  be  let  at  lOi. 
for  each  allotment 

■  State  of  the  Cottages. — In  this  district,  there  are  about 
a  hundred  cottages  of  the  most  wrtched  description,  without 
drainage,  ventilation,  or  any  other  sanitary  requisite.  They  have 
no  garden-ground,  and  are  over-crowded  to  a  most  dangerous  and 
indecent  extent.  In  one  part  were  found  many  families,  having 
only  one  room,  of  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  square  for  all  pur- 
poses ;  in  another  part  were  found  eight  families  occupying  three 
houses,  in  one  room  of  which  were  two  open  beds,  one  occupied 
by  the  husband  and  wife,  and  the  other  by  a  son  twenty  yeaw 
of  age. 

The  Sub-committee  on  Dwellings  report  that  the  Houses  in 
PortpooHane  are  rapidly  progressing ;  the  Building  at  the  south- 
west corner  is  covered  in,  and  the  wash-house  is  also  in  a  stall 
of  forwardness. 

The  Honorary  Architect  certified  that  a  further  instalment  ii 
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due  to  the  contractor  of  the  Portpool-lane  Buildings;  it  was 
therefore  resolved,  that  a  cheque  for  1000/.  be  drawn  for  that 
purpose.  ^ 

The  Sub-committee  further  report  that  possession  was  ob- 
tained of  the  site  for  the  Model  House  in  Hyde  Park,  on 
Tuesday,  the  25th  February;  and  that  the  contractor  has 
engaged  to  have  the  building  completed  in  seven  weeks. 

The  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  the  Society's  Lodging-houses 
was  laid  on  the  table,  from  which  it  appeared  the  Society's 
buildings  are  all  occupied,  and  the  rents  punctually  paid ;  also 
that  the  Lodging-houses  are  full,  the  inmates  orderly,  and  in 
a  healthy  state. 

Letters  were  read  from  Lieut-Col.  Williams  and  Colonel 
Garrett;  Rev.  C.  Wicksteed,  with  a  Report  of  the  Leeds 
Friendly  Loan  Society ;  J.  H.  H.  Foley,  Esq.,  M.P.,  with  a  Report 
of  the  Stewponey  Society ;  the  Revs.  J.  A.  Millar,  W.  Jenkins, 
and  W.  Sheringham;  also,  R.  Balfour,  A.  B.  Shephard,  £. 
Parrott,  C.  GatlifFe,  and  Oswald  Mosley,  Esqs. ;  Messrs.  Stevens, 
L|ng8ton,  Ouston,  Wright,  &c.  &c. 


ON  THE  SELF-IMPOSED  TAXATION  OF  THE  WORKING 

CLASSES  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

By  G.  R.  Porter,  Esq.,  F.R.S. 

IBiod  be/ar^  the  Staiutical  Section  of  the  British  Association^  Aupist,  1850.] 

Thsrb  if  a  species  of  taxation  for  the  investigating  of  whieh  vre  shall 
not  be  charged  with  entering  upon  forbidden  ground.  It  bears  heavily 
open  the  personal  resources  of  the  people,  who  yet  are  never  found 
to  complain  of  its  pressure;  and,  unlike  the  taxes  which  forin  the 
subject  of  so  many  and  such  grievous  lamentations,  it  forms  a  measure 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  people,  since  both  will  uniformly  diminish  or 
increase  together  ;  and  indeed,  the  amount  of  the  burthen  in  question 
it,  when  greatest,  the  best  proof  that  can  be  offered  of  the  ability  of 
the  community  to  bear  other  burthens.  I  refer,  of  course,  to  that 
ielf-imposed  taxation  which  consists  in  the  use  of  articles  from  which 
we  eould  very  well  abstain,  which  are  of  little  or  no  use  to  us  either 
iKKlily  or  intellectually,  and  by  foregoing  the  consumption  of  which, 
we  should  become,  individually  and  nationally,  better- able  to  bear  the 
neoetsary  expenses  of  government.  This  is  a  wide  field,  and  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  occupy,  on  this  occasion,  more  than  a  very  small  part 
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of  it ;  that  part,  however,  being  in  other  respects  than  the  mere  money 
value  of  the  article  consumed,  of  very  high  importance. 

The  particular  instances  to  which  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Section  at  this  time  are,  the  consumption  of  ardent  spirits,  beer,  and 
tobacco ;  the  yearly  expenditure  for  which  articles  in  the  United 
Kingdom  amounts  to  a  sum  which  must  appear  perfectly  fabulous, 
until  the  reasonableness  of  the  result  shall  be  shown  by  means  of  cal- 
culations adopted  and  formed  on  good  authority. 

The  quantity  of  spirits  of  home  production  consumed  in  1849 
within  the  kingdom  was  as  follows : — 

In  England 9,053,676  imperial  galioDS. 

Scotland 6,935,003        „  „ 

Ireland    6,973,333       „  „ 

Together •22,962,012        „  „ 

The  duty  upon  which  quantity  amounted  to  5,793^881/.  The  whole- 
sale cost,  including  the  duty,  would  probably  amount  to  about 
8,000,000/.,  a  sum  which  would,  however,  be  very  far  short  of  that 
paid  by  the  consumers.  In  all  trades  which,  like  that  of  the  distri- 
butors of  spirits,  are  carried  on  for  the  supplying  of  very  numerous 
customers,  and  where  the  sum  paid  at  any  one  time  by  each 
individual  is  very  small,  the  retail  profits  must  necessarily  be  great, 
in  order  to  reimburse  the  expenses  attendant  upon  the  trade,  and 
to  afford  a  living  to  those  engaged  in  it.  It  may  likewise  be  fairly 
assumed,  that  something  greater  than  the  average  rate  of  profit 
would  be  required  in  order  to  induce  persons  with  the  necessary 
capital  to  embark  in  a  business  accompanied  by,  or  at  least  liable  to, 
as  they  must  be,  circumstances  of  an  unpleasant  character.  It  is  not 
possible  to  make  any  precise  calculations  of  those  expenses  and  proiiU, 
but  a  good  deal  of  trouble  has  been  taken  in  order  to  make  as  near  an 
approximation  as  possible  to  the  truth  ;  and  it  has  been  given  as  the 
opinion  of  several  distillers  who  have  been  consulted,  that  the  con- 
sumer pays,  for  every  gallon  of  spirit  used,  three  times  the  amount  of 
the  duty.  Assuming  this  estimate,  it  would  appear  that  the  cost  of 
British  and  Irish  distilled  spirits  to  the  people  of  Englaftd,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  respectively,  in  1849,  was  17,381,643/.,  thus  divided:— 

England X8,838,768 

Scotland 5,369,868 

Ireland  3,178,007 

Xl7,381,64d 

To  this  must  be  added  the  sum  spent  for  rum,  nearly  the  whole  of 
which  is  used  by  the  same  classes  as  consume  the  gin  and  whisky,  of 
which  the  cost  is  here  estimated. 

The  consumption  of  rum  in  1840  amounted  to  3,044,758  imperial 
gallons,  the  duty  paid  on  which  was  1,142,855/.  The  class  of  con- 
sumers being  the  same,  and  the  means  of  distribution  nearly  if  not 

*  The  qaantitiet  of  home-made  spirits  consumed  in  each  division  of  the  kiogdom 
are  capable  of  being  correctly  given,  by  reason  of  the  different  rates  of  doty 
chargeable  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  respectively. 
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.wholly  identical,  it  may  fairly  be  assumed  that  the  cost  to  the  con- 
sumer bears  an  equal  relation  to  the  duty  with  that  assigned  to  British 
spirits,  in  which  case  the  expenditure  for  this  kind  of  spirit  will  reach 
8,428,565/.,  making  the  whole  outlay  of  the  people  for  these  two 
descriptions  of  ardent  spirits  20,810,208/.,  thus  locally  divided: — 

England £8,205,242 

Scotland 6,285,114 

Ireland  6,319,852 

£20,810,208 
If,  for  the  purpose  of  the  calculation,  we  assume  that  the  popula- 
tion of  the  three  divisions  of  the  United  Kingdom  was  the  same  in 
1849  as  it  was  found  to  be  at  the  enumeration  of  1841,  the  consump- 
tion per  head  in  the  year  was — 

In  England    0-569  gallons. 

Scotland    2-647      „ 

Ireland 0*853      „ 

These  proportions  are  such  as  would  fall  to  the  share  of  each  man, 
woman,  and  child  throughout  the  land  ;  but  it  must  be  evident  that 
many,  and  especially  the  women  and  children,  can  count  for  very  little 
in  the  calculation,  if  indeed  they  should  not  be  wholly  discarded  from 
it.  Adopting  this  latter  view,  and  dividing  the  quantity  consumed 
among  the  adult  males  in  all  ranks  of  life,  as  they  were  ascertained 
in  1841,  the  following  portions  would  fall  to  the  share  of  each  : — 

In  England 2  -330  gallons,  or  aboat  2^  gallons. 

Scotland 11168        „  »       Hi      i> 

Ireland 3-469        „  „        3|      „ 

Brandy  is  for  the  most  part  drunk  by  persons  not  of  the  working 
class,  as  that  term  is  generally,  but  somewhat  arbitrarily,  understood. 
The  quantity  consumed  in  1849  was  2,187,500  imperial  gallons,  the 
first,  or  wholesale  cost  of  which  was  about  546,875/.,  and  the  duty 
paid  amounted  to  1,640,282/.,— together,  2,187,157/.  The  system  of 
distribution  is,  for  the  most  part,  quite  different  from  that  used  with 
respect  to  British  and  Colonial  spirits,  a  large  proportion  being  pur- 
chased in  quantities  of  two  gallons  and  upwards,  for  use  in  private 
families ;  so  that  a  much  smaller  rate  of  gross  profit  will  be  required 
by  the  dealers.  Some  part  is,  however,  sold  at  inns  and  public-houses 
by  the  glass,  and  for  this  portion  a  very  high  profit  will  be  received, 
so  that  it  cannot  be  considered  an  over  estimate  if  we  assume  that  each 
gallon  costs,  on  the  average,  to  the  consumers  30^.,  or  50  per  cent., 
advance  upon  the  import  cost  and  duty.  This  would  exhibit  an  ex- 
penditure for  brandy  of  3,281,250/.,  which,  added  to  the  sum  formerly 
stated,  gives  a  total  expenditure  within  the  year  for  ardent  spirits,  of 
the  enormous  sum  of  14,091,458/. 

The  data  at  command  by  means  of  which  to  estimate  the  money 
spent  for  beer  in  its  various  forms,  is  not  so  satisfactory  as  that  used 
in  regard  to  spirits,  but  is  sufficiently  precise  to  enable  us  to  approxi- 
mate tothe  truth  within  a  reasonable  degree  of  accuracy. 

The  number  of  bushels  of  malt  subjected  to  duty  in  1849,  was 
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37,999,032,  or  4,749,879,  quarters,  but  of  this  quantity  only  3,719,145 
quarters  is  set  down  as  having  been  used  by  licensed  brewers.  Of  the 
remaining  1,030,784  quarters,  the  greater  part  was,  no  doubt,  used  by 
private  families,  and  the  remainder  was  worked  up  by  the  distillers. 
In  order  to  be  on  the  side  of  moderation,  let  us  assume  that  duly  the 
quantity  (3,719,143  quarters)  used  in  licensed  breweries  was  employed 
in  making  beer,  and  we  shall  find,  upon  the  usual  calculation  of  3^ 
barrels  of  beer,  of  average  quality  and  strength,  as  the  product  of  each 
quarter  of  malt,  that  the  number  of  gallons  brewed  from  the  above- 
mentioned  quantity  was  435,139,965.  The  price  at  which  porter  is 
retailed  to  the  consumer  varies  with  the  circumstances  attending  the 
sale.  When  it  is  taken  away  in  the  jugs  of  the  buyers  for  consump- 
tion elsewhere,  the  charge  is  3^.  per  quart,  or  1^.  per  gallon  ;  but  when 
drunk  on  the  premises  of  the  seller,  the  charge  is  one-third  more,  vis., 
4d.  per  quart,  or  1*.  4d.  per  gallon — a  difference  of  price  which,  con- 
sidering the  check  upon  exorbitant  profits  offered  by  the  great  amount 
of  competition  among  the  sellers,  affords  good  evidence  of  the  necessity 
of  a  large  advance  upon  the  actual  cost  in  order  to  meet  and  cover  the 
expenses  of  retail  dealers.  The  prices  here  mentioned  are  for  porter; 
ale  is  higher  in  price,  and  is  retailed  at  45.  6d.y  or  Sd,  per  quart, 
according  to  its  quality,  which  mainly  depends  upon  the  propor- 
tion of  malt  and  hops  used  in  its  production.  On  the  other  band, 
table-beer,  which  is  very  largely  drunk  in  families,  is  frequently  sold 
at  a  lower  price  than  1^.  per  gallon,  but  in  such  cases  a  smaller  or  a 
larger  quantity  is  produced  from  a  like  quantity  of  ingredients.  As 
no  means  can  be  found  for  determining  the  quantities  of  each  kind  and 
quality  of  beer  consumed,  let  it  be  assumed,  as  very  fairly  it  may  be, 
that  taking  all  qualities  into  the  account,  the  price  to  the  consumer  is 
a  mean  between  the  two  prices  above  stated  for  porter,  via,,  Is.  Sd 
per  gallon,  and  we  arrive  at  the  sum  of  25,383,165/.  annually  speot 
by  the  population  of  this  kingdom,  and  chiefly  by  the  labouriog 
portion,  for  beer. 

It  is  shown  by  a  statement  recently  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  the  number  of  persons  who  are  engaged  as  produeers 
and  distributors  of  beer  in  England  and  Wales  is  as  follows  :— 

Brewers 2,607 

Victuallers    88,496 

Persons  licensed  to  keep  beer-hooses  38,070 

1S9,073 

The  quantity  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  upon  which  duty  was  paid 
in  1849  was  27,480,621  pounds,  and  of  manufactured  tobaeoo  andsnuff 
205,066  pounds,  yielding  together  a  revenue  of  4,408,0171.  ]4«.  Ud. 
The  retail  price  ranges  from  4*.  to  14*.  per  pound,  seventeeD-twentietlis, 
or  85  per  ceut.,  of  the  whole  being  of  the  lowest  price  here  named,  and 
only  about  2  per  cent,  being  of  the  highest  quality — ^proportions  which 
were  stated  by  several  respectable  manufacturers  who  gave  eyidenee 
before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1845.  On  the  same 
authority  we  are  told,  that  an  addition  is  made  of  other  ingredients  ia 
the  processes  of  miinufacture  amounting  to  15  per  oent.  iip<m  tbe  85 
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per  cent.,  which  consists  of  cut  or  shag,  and  roll  tobacco,  while  the 
snnff,  which  comprises  13  out  of  15  parts  of  the  remainder,  admits  of 
an  increased  weight  to  the  extent  of  from  50  to  60  per  cent. 

Applying  these  per  centages  to  the  quantity  taken  for  consumption, 
1849,  we^arrlve  at  the  following  results  : — 

*?fSc«t*?!!r.r:!    83.858.529  lb.      { '"^flr^eV'^l^r"*' {   2^62.808  Ita. 

Segirs,  2  percent  ...  549,612  lbs.         (no  increase)  549,612  lbs. 

27,480.621  lbs.  32,949,264  Ibt. 

Maoufactar ed  when  imported 205,066  lbs. 

So  that  the  quantity  for  which  the  pablic  pays  as  tobacco  and  snaff  is,  33,154,330  lbs 

The  retail  prices,  obtained  from  a  respectable  shop  in  a  leading 
thoroughfare  in  London,  at  this  time  (June,  1850)  are — 


Good  shag 3d  pern. 

Best  ditto rU,    „ 

Bird's  eye ,e>*  3{</.     „ 

Returns 3}d     „ 

CaTendish Ad,      ^, 

K'naster    6</.      „ 


Prince's  mixture 6(/.  per  02. 

Brown  rappee 4^d,    „ 

Pale  Scotch 4</.      „ 

Ditto,  best   4i<L    „ 

Black  rappee  4tf.      „ 


The  average  price  of  the  six  qualities  oftobacco  here  given  is  at  the 
rate  of  5*.  2d,  per  lb.,  and  that  of  the  five  qualities  of  snuff  is  7*.  per 
lb.  The  great  bulk  of  the  consumption  falls  upon  the  lowest  priced 
quality  of  tobacco,  which  is  Qd,  per  oz.,  or  4^.  per  lb.  It  cannot  there- 
fore give  an  exaggerated  view  of  the  sum  expended  for  this  article  if 
ve  assume  that  lowest  price  as  being  paid  for  the  whole.  In  regard 
to  snuff,  a  larger  proportion  of  the  whole  than  in  the  case  of  tobacco  is 
used  by  the  middling  and  easy  classes,  to  whom  the  difference  of  a 
penny  in  the  price  of  an  ounce  of  snuff  cannot  be  any  object,  and  who 
rarely,  if  ever,  will  buy  the  most  inferior  quality.  The  prices,  it  will 
be  seen,  run  from  5^ .  4d.  to  Ss.  per  lb. ;  if  we  take  the  mean  of  these 
two  prices  as  the  average  of  the  whole — t.  e.,  6^.  &d*  per  lb.,  we  shall 
probably  be  within  the  mark.  At  these  rates,  the  cost  to  the  con- 
sumers generally  will  be  as  follows  : — 

26.862,308  lbs.  tobacco,  at  4*.  per  lb £5,372,461 

5,537,344  lbs.  snuff,  at  6s.  S<L  per  lb 1,845,781 

549,612  lbs.  English-made  segars,  at  9t.  per  lb. ...       247,325 

Total  for  British  manafactar^...  £7,465,567 
205,066  lbs.  foreign  manufactured,  at  125.  per  lb.         123,040 

Total  value  as  paid  by  consumers ...  £7,588,607 

which  amount  would  yield  about  50  per  cent,  above  the  cost  of  the 
tobacco  as  imported  and  the  duty  paid  thereon,  a  moderate  increase 
to  defray  all  the  expenses  of  manufacture,  and  the  charges  attendant 
upon  the  retailing  of  an  article,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  is  paid  for 
in  copper  coins      There  can  be  no  reason  to  suspect  that  the  amount 
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can  be  at  all  overcharged,  which  leaves  no  larger  margin  than  ibis 
for  the  gross  profits  of  SOO^.'id?  persons,  the  number  which  in  the 
year  1848  took  out  and  paid  for  licences  to  deal  in  tobacco  and  snuff, 
in  addition  to  642  persons  licensed  to  manufacture  these  articles. 

It  must  be  remembered,  that,  with  regard  to  two  of  the  three 
articles  the  expenditure  for  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  estimate,  an 
indefinite  sum  should  be  allowed  for  the  quantities  illicitly  produced 
and  imported,  but  as  to  the  amount  of  which  it  is  altogether  impos- 
sible to  form  any  trustworthy  estimate.  We  know,  however,  from 
the  seizures  and  discoveries  that  are  continually  made,  that  a  very 
large  additional  amount  must  be  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  people, 
in  order  to  compensate  for  the  risks  of  the  smuggler  and  the  illicit 
distiller. 

If  it  be  conceded  that  the  sums  here  brought  forward  are  justified 
by  the  facts  and  calculations  on  which  they  are  based,  it  would  appear 
that  the  people,  and  chiefly  the  working  classes,  of  England,  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland,  voluntarily  tax  themselves  for  the  enjoyment  of 
only  three  articles,  neither  of  which  is  of  any  absolute  necessity,  to 
the  following  amount : — 

British  and  colonial  spirits    £20,810,208 

Brandy ^ 3;881,250 

Total  of  spirits 24,091,458 

Beer  of  all  kinds,  exclusive  of  that  brewed  in  private  families,   25,383,165 
Tobacco  and  tmS , 7,588,607 

£57,063,230 

At  the  beginning  of  this  paper  it  was  remarked  that  the  amount 
of  money  expended  upon  articles  which,  like  spirits,  beer,  and  tobacco, 
are  not  of  first  necessity,  forms  a  measure  of  the  prosperity  x)f  the 
nation,  and  of  the  ability  of  the  community  to  bear  those  national 
burthens  which  cannot  be  avoided — a  remark  the  justice  of  which 
hardly  admits  of  question ;  but  it  would  by  no  means  follow  that  the 
diminished  use  of  the  three  articles  named  would  afford  proof  in 
itself  of  lessened  means  of  comfort  on  the  part  of  the  working  people, 
and  of  diminished  prosperity  in  the  nation  generally.  On  the  con- 
trary, if  it  were  seen  that,  as  respects  gin  and  whisky,  the  2^  gallons 
consumed  in  the  year  in  England — the  11^  gallons  so  consumed  in 
Scotland — and  the  3^  gallons  consumed  in  Ireland,  by  each  adult 
male,  were  diminished  to  one  half  those  proportions,  while  a  larger 
sale  should  be  effected  of  sugar,  of  tea,  of  articles  of  decent  clothing, 
and  of  other  matters  whereof  the  females  and  children  should  be  par- 
takers, there  can  be  no  disputing  about  the  advantageous  nature  of 
the  change,  and  but  little  ground  for  asserting  that  the  general  sum 
of  prosperity  \i*efe  lessened.  The  probability,  on  the  contrary,  is, 
that  money  thus  expended,  would  afford  greater  means  for  employ- 
ment throughout  the  country  in  other  branches  of  industry,  and  thus 
open  additional  sources  of  prosperity  to  all. 

There  is  one  consideration  arising  out  of  this  view  of  the  subject 
which  is  of  a  painful  character,  and  which,  if  it  were  hopeless  of 
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cure,  would  be  luost  disheartening  to  all  inrbo  desire  that  the  moral 
progress  of  the  people  should  advance  with  at  least  an  equal  pace 
with  their  physical  progress — it  is,  that  among  the  working  classes,  so 
very  large  a  portion  of  the  earnings  of  the  male  head  of  the  family  is 
devoted  by  him  to  his  personal  and  sensual  gratifications.  It  has 
been  computed,  that  among  those  whose  earnings  are  from  10s.  to 
15^.  weekly,  at  least  one-half  is  spent  by  the  man  upon  objects  in 
which  the  other  members  of  the  family  have  no  share.  Among 
artisans  earning  from  20^.  to  30^.  weekly,  it  is  said  that  at  least  one- 
third  of  the  amount  is  in  many  cases  thus  selfishly  devoted.  That 
this  state  of  things  need  not  be,  and  that,  if  the  people  generally  were 
better  instructed  as  regards  their  social  duties,  it  would  not  be,  may 
safely  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  it  is  rarely,  if  ever,  found  to 
exist  in  those  numerous  cases  wherein  earnings  not  greater  than  those 
of  the  artisan  class  are  all  that  are  gained  by  the  head  of  the  family 
when  employed  upon  matters  where  education  is  necessary.  It  would 
be  monstrous  to  conceive  of  any  man  whose  lot  is  cast  among  the 
easy  classes,  that  he  should  exhibit  such  a  degree  of  selfish  indul- 
gence; and  if  such  a  case  were  found  to  exist,  the  individual  would 
be  execrated  as  a  monster  of  brutality.  Take  even  the  case  of  a 
clerk,  with  a  salary  of  80/.  a  year — a  small  fraction  beyond  80^.  a 
week — and  it  would  be  considered  quite  exceptional  if  it  were  found 
that  anything  approaching  to  a  fourth  part  of  the  earnings  were  spent 
upon  objects  in  which  the  wife  and  children  should  have  no  share. 
The  peer-^the  merchant — the  clerk — the  artisan — and  the  labourer- 
are  all  of  the  same  nature,  bom  with  the  same  propensities,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  like  influences.  It  is  true  they  are  placed  in  very  dif- 
ferent circumstances,  the  chief  difierence  being  that  of  their  early 
training — one,  happily,  which  it  is  quite  possible  to  remedy,  and  that 
by  means  which  would  in  many  ways  add  to  the  sum  of  the  nation's 
prosperity  and  respectability. 


A  CONTENTED  IRISH  LANDLORD. 

Tub  Earl  of  Erne,  at  the  exhibition  of  green  crops  at  Lismaskea, 
Fermanagh,  in  the  course  of  last  autumn,  delivered  an  address  to  his 
tenantry  on  the  result  of  a  personal  inspection  of  the  farms  on  his 
estate  : — "  I  feel  proud  and  happy,"  said  the  noble  lord,  **  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  tell  you  that  I  found  all  the  tenants  whom  I  visited  com* 
fortable  and  improving  in  their  system  of  farming,  and,  so  far  as  I 
could  judge,  better  in  their  circumstances ;  no  running  away ;  not 
one  acre  of  untenanted  land,  and  no  discontent ;  but  all  vying  with 
each  other  as  to  who  will  produce  the  best  crops." 
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LEEDS  FRIENDLY  LOAN  SOCIETY. 

Leeds.  Mftreh  Sth,  1861. 

Dkar  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  how  our  Friendly  Loan 
Fund  Society  is  going  on  in  Leeds,  I  beg  to  furnish  you  with  the 
following  particulars^  from  which  you  will  perceive  that  the  favour* 
able  account  of  its  position  which  has  attracted  your  attention  U  not 
without  good  foundation.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee 
after  the  establishment  of  the  Society,  in  1844,  we  had  one  applica* 
tion.  It  was  from  a  good  woman  who  wanted  5/. ;  after  gravely 
deliberating  on  the  merits,  claims,  risks,  and  various  proa  and  cons  of 
this,  our  first  launch  into  business,  we  ventured  upon  the  daring  step 
of  making  the  grant,  and  separated.  I  have  not  at  hand  our  report 
for  the  first  year,  but  I  am  reminded  by  its  successor  that  in  the 
course  of  the  second  year  we  had  lent  nearly  twelve  thousand  pounds 
to  upwards  of  two  thousand  borrowers,  in  amounts  varying  from  R 
to  15/.;  the  repayments  had  been  made  with  remarkable  regularity ; 
there  was  out  of  all  this  sum  only  one  bad  debt  of  the  small  amount 
of  I/.  19«. ;  all  other  payments  had  been  recovered  without  a  siogk 
distress  warrant ;  the  Society  had  defrayed,  without  subsoriptioDSy  all 
its  expenses  of  management,  paid  interest  for  all  the  money  advanced, 
and  realized  a  net  gain  of  54/.  lOs.,  which  was  laid  by  towards  a  fund 
for  guarantee  against  unforeseen  casualty.  Besides  this  success  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  the  economical  results  as  related  to  the 
borrowers  were  exceedingly  gratifying.  Out  of  a  multitude  of  letters 
of  thanks  sent  to  us  from  the  borrowers,  my  eye  glances  on  two  or 
three,  which  it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  you  to  see.  They  are 
given  in  the  original  cacography  :— » 

**  Oct  11,  Woodhoase  Carr,  184S. 

*^  Gentlemen,  —  the  lone  i  got  from  your  Socity  I  applid  to  pig 
Jobing,  an  it  did  verry  well  for  me,  leaving  me  a  proffit  of  8/.  IOi.| 
an  i  ham  mush  oblidge  to  yoor  Socity  for  it,"  **  W.  A." 

**  I  return  thanks  for  the  benifit  I  received  from  you  Frendly  Looe 
Socity  ;  for  wen  my  horse  died  I  had  no  means  What  ever  of  riseing 
another  be  fore  I  applide  to  your  frendly  lone  Socity,  and  with  arde 
Strugling  I  got  it  Paid  for,  and  hors  is  Doing  ver  Well. 

"  So  I  remain  your  very  umble  Servant, 

"F.B." 

Another  letter  is  from  a  man  who  had  bought  a  water  barrel  with 
his  loan,  and  that  being  now  his  own,  he  applied  for  another  loan  to 
buy  a  cart  with.  Another  borrower,  by  means  of'his  loan  employed 
in  business,  maintained  himself  while  out  of  work.  Another  got 
bedding  for  two  lodgers.  Another  was  enabled  to  pay  his  rent,  and 
remove  to  a  house  better  suited  to  his  reduced  means.  And  another 
kept  ofi"  the  parish,  and  said  that  he  had  been  in  **  many  a  dub,  but 
that  this  had  done  him  more  good  than  any  he  was  ever  in."  The 
following  letter  represents  the  case  of  hundreds  of  our  borrowers  :— 

<*  Leeds,  August  IS,  1845. 
'*  Gentlemen,  —  I  am  By  Trade  a  Shoe  Maker,  and  Make  my 
work  and  sell  it  to  the  Shops  in  a  Finish  Way ;  that  is.  Find  my 
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Leather  aud  Labour,  and  sell  them  Wholesale ;  I  was  compeld  Before 
Receiving  the  Loan  to  buy  my  Leather  on  credit,  and  Pay  more  for 
it ;  But  after  I  got  the  Loan  I  Bought  my  Leather  Cheaper  and 
Better,  and  it  as  been  greatly  to  my  advantage,  for  whitch  I  Return 
my  Sincere  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  of  This  Society. 

"  I  Remain  your  Obet.  Servant, 

"G.  S.' 

To  give  you  an  account  of  our  proceedings  each  year  since^  would 
only  be  to  repeat  the  characteristics  which  I  have  just  described  as 
belonging  to  the  first  year.  From  the  last  report  before  me  in  a 
printed  form,  which  is  for  the  year  1849,  1  find  that  the  number  of 
the  borrowers  was  more  than  three  thousand^  and  the  sum  lent  more 
than  eighteen  thousand^  and  this  notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of 
the  cholera  during  the  year,  the  interference  of  which  '*  awful  visi- 
tation," as  the  Report  states,  **  with  the  operations  of  the  institution, 
will  be  apparent  from  the  fact  that  between  forty  and  fifty  of  its 
borrowers,  and  at  least  150  sureties  of  borrowers,  fell  victims  to 
the  pestilence.  In  some  cases  both  borrower  and  his  particular 
sureties  being,  as  it  were,  suddenly  swept  out  of  existence,  leaving 
the  Society  without  any  legal  claim  for  the  recovery  of  tlie  amount 
loaned.  Under  these  circumstances,  as  well  as  having  regard  to  the 
personal  safety  of  the  agent  in  his  visits  of  inquiry,  the  comoaittee 
deemed  it  prudent  to  suspend  during  five  weeks  the  lending  opera- 
tions of  the  Society ;  an  interruption  no  doubt  attended  with  incon- 
venience to  many  parties,  but  which  the  events  above  mentioned  will 
be  admitted  fully  to  justify.  The  total  amount  of  bad  and  doubtful 
debts  incurred  during  1849,  is  10/.  10«.,  cf  which  sum  4/.  I2s.  accrued 
in  consequence  of  cholera;  an  amount,  the  committee  think,  sur- 
prisingly small  under  the  circumstances.  *<  When  it  is  remembered 
that  the  transactions  of  the  year  amount  to  upwards  of  18^000/.  loaned 
out  in  sums  varying  from  IL  to  15/.,  among  the  poor  and  struggling^ 
the  amount  of  loss  must  be  deemed  comparatively  insignificant ;  and 
it  deserves  to  be  recorded  as  a  favourable  indication  of  the  prevalence 
of  good  principles  among  these  classes,  that  in  most  of  the  cases  re- 
ferred to  above,  where  death  put  an  end  to  all  personal  responsibiUtyy 
the  surviving  relatives  of  borrowers^  acting  in  compliance  urit/i  the 
wishes  of  their  departed  friendSf  have  punctuallg  continued  the  repay- 
metits,  and  discharged  the  debts  due  to  the  Society.** 

Notwithstanding  this  favourable  issue,  the  great  danger  which  the 
Society  seemed  to  run  of  considerable  loss,  satisfied  the  managers  of 
the  wisdom  of  allowing  to  accumulate  something  of  a  capital,  which 
while  it  should  supply  them  to  some  extent  with  the  means  of  making 
loans  without  borrowing  the  money  at  interest,  might  also  enable 
them  to  encounter  any  unexpected  emergency. 

Another  object  we  have  had  in  view  in  permitting  this  to  accumu- 
late, is  to  enable  us  to  commence,  or  rather  to  extend  the  application 
of  another  principle,  the  promotion  of  which  we  have  kept  anxiously 
in  view  from  the  first— -namely,  that  of  providence  evinced  by  saving) 
and  not  only  that  of  aecommodation  shown  by  borrowing.    We 
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therefore  purpose  making  arrangemeDts  for  the  receipt  of  small  sums, 
bearing  an  interest  of  four  or  five  per  cent.,  which  we  shall  lend  out, 
thus  making  the  industrious  and  saving  poor  the  bankers  of  the  others. 
For  this  purpose  our  treasurer  purposes  to  return  the  larger  sums  of 
money  which  various  Benefit  and  other  Societies  are  anxious  to 
lodge  in  his  hands,  but  which  from  their  magnitude  may  find  invest- 
ment elsewhere,  and  receive  in  preference  the  smaller  sums,  for  which 
it  is  more  difiicult  to  obtain  secure  investments  with  good  interest' 

We  hope  that  many  of  the  former  borrowers,  whose  habits  of  pro- 
vidence have  been,  we  hope,  in  some  measure  promoted  by  the  system 
of  punctual  repayments,  may  in  their  turn  become  the  savers  and  the 
lenders.  The  poor,  you  well  know,  arc  exposed  to  the  greatest  hard- 
ships and  losses,  both  when  they  want  to  borrow  and  when  they  want 
to  save  ;  in  the  first  case,  owing  to  the  exorbitant  usury  practised  on 
them,  and  in  the  second,  by  the  insecure  and  unprincipled  quarters 
in  which  they  are  induced  in  their  ignorance  to  lodge  their  hard- 
earned  money.  Against  both  of  these  evils  we  hope  in  some  measure 
to  protect  those  in  our  own  neighbourhood,  both  by  the  direct  means 
now  mentioned,  and  by  the  indirect  influence  which  the  employment 
of  those  means  by  trustworthy  and  benevolent  persons  will  exercise 
upon  all  the  other  clubs  and  societies  around. 

One  evil  we  have  to  regret  in  connexion  with  our  Society :  it  has 
given  rise  to  many  other  societies  in  the  town,  conducted  by  private 
parties  for  their  own  gain.  As,  however,  their  compliance  with  the 
rules  of  Benefit  Societies,  and  their  protection  therefore  by  the  Act 
is  now  rendered  more  than  doubtful,  it  is  probable  that  the  worst 
conducted  of  them,  and  those  that  have  charged  above  the  allowed 
rate  of  interest,  will  have  their  proceedings  stopped  by  the  refusal 
of  the  magistrates  to  grant  summonses  when  applied  for,  or  to  enforce 
payment  of  their  claims. 

But  even  these  societies  are  brought,  by  the  active  operation  of  a 
benevolent  and  friendly  institution  like  ours,  out  of  their  dark 
corners,  and  their  oppressive  proceedings,  and  made  to  stand  the 
scrutiny  of  the  law  and  of  public  justice.  By  degrees  the  working- 
classes  will  cease  to  place  reliance  in,  or  to  yield  to  the  representa- 
tions of  the  plausible,  unprincipled  adventurer,  who  only  means  to 
feed  upon  them  and  plunder  them,  and  will  gratefully  accept  the 
assistance  and  counsel  of  tried  and  known  men  in  their  vicinity,  whose 
sole  anxiety  is  to  do  them  good,  **  hoping  for  nothing  else  again." 

We  are  greatly  indebted  for  our  success  to  the  persevering  busi- 
ness talent  and  exactness  of  our  treasurer,  Mr.  Justice  Lupton,  and 
the  steady  conduct  of  our  agent,  Mr.  Bingley.  From  the  first  the 
Society  has  commanded  also  the  warm  sympathy  of  our  borough 
members,  Wm.  Beckett,  Esq.,  and  James  Garth  Marshall,  Esq. 
I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

Charles  Wickstbed. 
To  John  Wood,  Esq., 
Editor  of  the  "  Labourer's  Friend." 

We  have  great  satisfaction  in  appending  to  the  above  interesting 
account  the  following  financial  statement  of  the  Society  )— 
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LEEDS    FRIENDLY   LOAN   SOCIETY,   31ST   DEC,    1850. 
Profit  and  Lou  Account 


Dr. 

1850.  £    M.    d. 

To  Amount  reeeiTed  for  In- 
terest and  Application 
Papers 600    4    0 


£600    4    0 


Cb. 

£     8,  d. 

By  Amount  paid  for  Interest  200    0  5 

By  Expenses  of  Management  259     1  4 
By  Sundry  Borrowers   for 

Errors u  10  6 

By  Proat  this  year 126  11  9 

£600    4  0 


Balance  Sheet,  Slst  December,  1850. 


Dr.  £    8,    d. 

To  Amount  due  to  Honorary 
Members 1404    0    0 

To  Amount  due  to  Bankers 
and  Depositors  3067    7    9 

To  Balance  being  the  accu- 
mulated Profit  from  the 
commencement  of  the  In- 
stitution   881  14    9 


£5353     2     6 


s.    d. 


Cr.  £ 

By  Amount  due  from  Sundry 

Borrowers 4863    2    6 

By  Amount  on   Loan   to 

two  parties 490    0    0 


£5353     2     6 


Dr. 


Borrowere*  Balance  Sheet  as  per  Accountanfs  Statement. 

Cr. 
s.    d.     1849.  £      f.    d. 

By  Amount  outstanding,  as 

per  last  year's  account...  4418  16    0 
1850. 

By  Loans  from  Dec.  31st, 
1849,  to  Dec  23rd,  1850, 
inclusive 18221    0    0 


3    0 


To  Repayments  per  Agents' 

Cash    Book,  from    Slst 

Dec.  1849,  to  23rd  Dec. 

1850,  inclusive 17762 

To  Repayment  by  Sureties 

of  Balance  of  a  Loan  of 

£10,  omitted  in  last  year's 

account,  and  taken  as  an 

amount  owing  3    0 

To  Amounts  outstanding...  4863    2 
To  difference  unaccounted  for    11  10 


£22639  16     0 


£22639  16     0 


STEWPONEY  ASSOCIATION  FOR  IMPROVING  THE 
CONDITION  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

SIXTH    REPORT,    SEPTEMBER  29tH,    1850. 

The  quantity  of  land  rented  during  the  year  1849  was  250a.  Sr.  27p. 
for  the  sum  of  700/.  Ss, ;  and  underlet  to  1054  tenants  for  the  sum 
of  820/.  I4s.  (id. ;  and  in  the  year  1850,  298a.  3r.  2p.  for  867/.  IBs. ; 
underlet  to  1398  tenants,  for  the  sum  of  1023/.  10«.  lOd,;  being  an 
increase  of47A.  Sr.  ]5p.,  and  344  tenants ;  to  which  will  be  to  be 
added  7a.  2r.  15p.  more,  rented  in  the  year  1851,  at  a  sum  of 
26/.  lit.  6(/.,  and  underlet  to  48  tenants. 


An  Account  of  Land  Oeemfmd  ^  Ae  Stewponey  Society, 


Name  of  Landlord. 


Quantity. 


Amount 
nndcriet. 


Amblecote 

*Areley  Kings  ... 
*BellbroiightOD  ... 

^fiellHoath    

Btirs  Mill  

♦Bewdley    

Bridgnorth 

"^Carelesi  Green 

♦ChurchiU  

♦Cradley 

•Cradley 

♦Elmley  I-ovett  ... 
♦Hagley  

*HagIey  Common 

^Halesowen    

*Halesowen     

♦Hasbnry    | 

♦Hungary  Hill  ... 
♦Kidderminster  ... 
♦Kidderminster  ... 
♦Kidderminster  ...  | 

Kinrer    ' 

Kinver    i 

Kinrer    ' 

Kinver    

New  Wood,  Kinver 

Pensnett 

ShtittEnd   t 

♦The  Lye    I 

Womhoum 

Wordsley    ! 


The  Earl  of  Stamford  

Daniel  Zachary,  Esq 

C.  Noel,  Esq 

C.  Noel,E«i 

J.  H.  H.  Foley,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Sir  T.  E.  Winnington,  Bart 

Trustees  of  Wheeler's  Charity 
(The  Feoffees  of  Old-) 
\     swinford  Hospital ... ) 

The  Lord  Lyttelton  

The  British  Iron  Company 

Jesson  Homfray,  Esq 

The  Rey.  R.  T.  Forester  ... 

The  Lord  Lyttelton  

(  Churchwardens       and ) 
\     OTerteera  of  Hagley  \ 

The  liord  Lyttelton  

Trustees  of  Fne  School   ... 

The  Lord  Lyttelton  

F.  T.  Rufford,  Esq 

The  Lord  Ward    

The  Rev.  T.  L.  Claughton 

Henry  Talbot,  Esq    

J.  H.  H.  Foley,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Philip  Rufford,  Esq 

William  Foster,  Esq 

5  The  Trustees  of  Kin-  > 
(     yer  School  ) 

J.  H.  H.  Foley,  Esq.,  M.P. 

The  Lord  Ward    

James  Foster,  Esq 

F.  T.  Rufford,  Esq 

The  Rev.  W.  Dalton    

The  Rev.  C.  Oirdlestone  ... 


B.  p. 
3  33 

1  34 

2  0 
2  18 
8  26 
1  39 
1   12 


23  0  0  . 
9  14  0  I 

24  10  0  I 
13     8  0  j 

17  5  6 ; 

0  0  I 
0 


X 
27 
12 
28 
16 
20 


24 

76 


14     0     0 


8 

11 
4 
7 

4 


1     0 
0  24 

0  0 

1  7 
1     0 


49     0 

9  0 
37  0 
15  0 
17  10 


5     0     0 


10  12     6 
6     5     0 


15 
2 

12 
4 

44 

14 
4 

12 
2 
3 


0  10 

0  80 
3  9 
2  20 

1  13 

0  33 

2  20 

1  0 

2  32 
1     0 


45  0 

10  0 

42  13 

18  16 

154  0 

49  0 

16  0 

10  0 

8  8 

10  10 


4     0     0 


3 

7 

3 

8 

42 

12 


1  33 
0  34 
3  25 
0  11 
0  88 

2  21 


13  12  0 

5  13  6 

18     0  0 

10  10  0 

32     0  0 

42     0  0 

40  10  0 


Woreeitemhire  Parishes. 


298     3     2 


867  18     0 


26  19 
83     1 

56     7 

11  2 
42  12 
18  0 
21  5 
13     3 

8  15    0 


09  8 
49  15 
11  3 
21  2 
170  1 
53  15 
18  0 
24  19 
9  15 
11   12 


15  12    0 


7  10 
21  17 
12  0 
86  6 
73  0 
49     5 


1028  10  10 


Comparative  Statement  of  Various  Items  in  the  Accounts  of  the 
Stewponey  Allotment  Society, 


Income. 

1847. 

1848 

1849. 

1850. 

By  Profits  on   Allotments) 

underlet  ) 

By  Subscriptions  received 

EXPENDITUWB. 

Agent's  Salary,  8co 

£ 
88 
30 

*.    d. 
4     2 
6     0 

£     s, 

118     4 

12  18 

d. 
6 
0 

£    s.    d, 
120     6     6 
42  14  11 

£     M.    d, 

155  12  10 

28  18    0 

118 

10     2 

181     2 

6 

163     1     5 

184  10  10 

91 
6 

14 
1 

4  10^ 
2     0 

5  1 
13     7i 

60     0 
21   16 
17  19 
13     3 

0 

8J 

0 

60     0     0 

83     6  10 

9     0     1 

6     4     Oi 

28  10     li 

80    0    0 
86    8    8 
15  18    \\ 
7  16    0 
27     7    5 

Sundries,  Fencing,  Pottages, 

&« 

Printing,  Stationery,  &c.  ... 
Tithes  and  Rates  for  Worn- ) 

Bills  paid  1849  accoont    ... 

113 

5    7 

112  18 

8 

137     1     1 

167    9    4 
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PROJECT    OF    A    LODGING-HOUSE    FOR   SINGLE 
SCOTCHMEN. 

To  every  pious  and  thoughtful  Scotchman,  it  has  long  been  a  subject 
of  the  deepest  regret,  that  his  young  fellow-countrymen,  in  settling 
down  in  this  metropolis,  have  in  the  majority  of  instances  cast  aside 
the  restraints  of  religion.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  preserve  them 
in  the  paths  of  righteousness  and  peace,  but  hitherto  those  have  been 
comparatively  fruitless,  and  the  young  man,  observing  that  he  is 
scarcely  noticed,  that  few  care  what  he  is  or  what  he  does,  becomes 
lest  circumspect  than  he  was  at  home.  He  meets  with  his  fellow 
countrymen,  but  alas !  they  are  mostly  those  who  have  forsaken  the 
God  of  their  fathers,  and  perhaps  scoff  at  religious  principles  as  an 
idle  superstition,  added  to  which  is  the  tippling  and  the  convivial 
meetings  at  the  different  '*  houses  of  call."  What  multitudes  are 
there  whose  daily  lives  are  a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  this  state- 
menti  and  give  painful  evidence  of  the  effects  of  such  companionship  ? 
It  is  a  startling  fact,  that  of  100^000  Scotchmen  now  in  London,  only 
about  12,000  or  14,000  are  in  attendance  on  the  means  pf  grace, 
ihoQgh  in  the  land  of  their  nativity  the  great  majority  of  them  were 
professors  of  religion. 

This  lamentable  state  of  affairs  has  attracted  the  attention  of  a  few 
young  Scotchmen  now  in  London,  who,  having  escaped  the  moral 
contagion  themselves,  are  anxious  to  do  what  they  can  to  guard  their 
fellow-conntrymeu  who  visit  this  city,  from  the  dangers  and  tempta- 
tions to  which  they  are  exposed.  After  mature  deliberation  they 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  necessary  to  get  hold  of  the 
young  Scotchman  on  his  first  arrival  in  London,  to  meet  him  with  a 
kind  look  and  a  cheering  word,  to  show  him  that  there  are  some  here 
who  take  an  interest  in  his  welfare,  who  will  lead  him  to  the  house 
of  God,  and  warn  him  of,  and  protect  him  from,  the  dangers  to  which 
be  is  exposed.  They  are  convinced  that  it.  is  needful  that  good  in- 
fluences should  early  be  brought  to  bear  upon  him,  ere  evil  ones 
have  the  opportunity  of  exerting  their  power,  and  therefore  conceive 
that  the  first  step  must  be  to  provide  a  **  Home"  in  the  metropolis, 
to  which  young  men,  on  their  arrival  in  this  great  city,  may  direct 
their  steps,  where  they  may  find  everything  tending  to  promote  both 
their  temporal  and  eternal  interests,  and  where  they  can  sojourn,  if 
not  furnished  with  a  more  permanent  residence,  through  the  medium 
of  the  various  employments  in  which  they  may  engage. 

To  carry  out  this  idea,  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  building,  con- 
taining at  least  sixty  bed  rooms,  coffee  room,  reading  room,  and 
library,  with  a  commodious  lecture  room,  capable  of  containing  400 
persons,  or  more,  attached,  in  which  lectures  both  instructive  and 
amusing  might  be  occasionally  delivered  to  Scotchmen.  This  Insti- 
tution would  bo  under  the  management  of  a  committee  of  gentlemen, 
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and  fu peri n tended  by  a  competent  person,  who  would  take  a  lively 
interest  in  the  temporal  and  spiritual  interest  of  all  with  whom  he 
might  come  in  contact. 

It  if  estimated  that  it  would  require  about  6000/.  to  work  out  this 
scheme,  and  its  projectors  feel  no  distrust  as  to  the  needful  funds 
being  forthcoming.  They  propose  to  make  an  appeal  from  every 
presbyterian  pulpit  in  Scotland  and  England,  and  believe  that  if  each 
person  gives  a  trifle,  say  even  one  penny,  no  difficulty  will  arise  on 
the  score  of  money  matters.  The  project  is  urged  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  all  classes  of  the  community  as  one,  the  good  effects  of  which 
eternity  alone  shall  disclose. 

Persuaded  as  they  are,  that  an  enterprise  intended  to  benefit  that 
large  number  of  Scotland's  sons  who  annually  arrive  in  this  city,  will 
•o  commend  itself  to  all  in  whose  hearts  feelings  of  nationality  and  the 
fear  of  God  dwell,  that  the  means  necessary  for  its  accomplishment 
will  be  speedily  provided. 


Donations  and  Subscriptions,  from  the  28th  of  February ,  1851, 
to  the  Zlst  of  March,  1851. 

*«*  Those  somi  to  which  (D.)  is  prefixed  are  Donattonij  sU  oUien  tit  Aimiua  Sobecriptknii. 


£    s.  d. 

Rev.  Dr.  Ellerton,  Theale, 
near  Reading  .    .    .  (D.)  20    0    0 

A.  B.  Sbeppard,  Esq.,  Lin- 
coln's-Inn-fields    .    .  (D.)  10    0    0 

Most  Hod.  Marquis  Bland- 
ford,  M.P. 5    0    0 

R.MoncktonMilnes,£8q.,M.P.  5    0    0 

Elizabeth (D.)    5    0    0 

Elizabeth    .    .    .      (2Dd  D.)    5    0    0 

O.  Wm.  Farren,  Esq.,  King's- 
Bench-walk,  Temple,  per 
W.  Gregson,  Esq.     .   (D.)    5    0    0 

Mrs.  Charles  Pym,  Montagu- 
place,  Rossell-sqaare     (D.)    5    0    0 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Kenyon      ..230 

Rev.  J.  Gregson,  Sutton  Court- 
ney Abbey,  Abingdon  ..110 

J.  Holdship,  Esq.,  Bedford- 
place  (D.)     1     0    0 

R.  C.  Nichols,  Esq.,  Hanger* 
hill,  Acton 110 


Dr.  Milroy,  Fitzroy-sqaare   •  1 
Rev.  T.  W.  Franklyn,  Tun- 

bridge  Wells 1 

J.  Bright,  Esq.,  Leamington  .  1 

Sir  Chas.  Burrell,  Bart,  M.P.  0 

W.  A .  Mackinnon,  Esq.,  M.P.  0 

W.  Stewart,  Esq.,  HiU-street  0 

Mrs.  Stewart  ditto  0 

Rev.  C.J.  F.Tafhell,  Edbnr- 

ton  Rectory 0 

W.  E.  Wright,  Esq.,  Spring-st.  0 
E.  W.  St  John,  Esq.,  Basing- 
stoke    0  10    0 


Per  Mr,  H,  Mariia,  Agent. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Timins   ....  1 

Ditto (D.)  1 

H.  Cbefifens,  Esq i 

Rey.  St  Leger  F.  Baldwin    .  0 

Major  Wayth 0 


1  0 

10  0 

I  0 

10  0 

10  0 


Rt  Hon.  Lord  Visct  Ebrington,  M.P.,  19,  Grosvenor-square — ^Donation  of  one£S5 
share.  No.  1525,  in  the  Metropolitan  Association  for  improTing  the  Dwellings  of 
the  Industrious  Classes,  the  Dividend  to  be  applied  as  an  Annual  Subscription. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  APRIL. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  21st  April;  present,  Lord 
Moreton  in  the  Chair, — Charles  A.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Henry 
Roberts,  John  Sperling,  Robert  B.  Seeley,  John  Bridges, 
Thomas  Twining,  jun.,  and  Edward  H.  Fitzherbert,  Esqs. 

The  Corporation  Seal  was  affixed  to  a  Bond  for  securing  pay- 
ment of  2000/.,  which  had  been  advanced  to  the  Society  in  1850. 

The  Allotment  Agent  reported  that  he  had  visited  Exning,  in 
Suffolk,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Society  had  been  directed 
by  a  letter  in  the  Times  newspaper,  headed  "  Lisufficient  Cottage 
Accommodation,"  by  the  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  and  the 
Agent  confirmed  the  Report,  not  only  as  to  the  state  of  the 
cottages,  but  also  as  to  the  want  of  allotments ;  and  that  he  had 
also  visited  Dry  Drayton,  in  Cambridgeshire,  and  also  Eaton 
Socon,  in  Huntingdonshire,  and  in  those  there  exist  the  same 
state  of  cottage  accommodation  and  want  of  allotments  of  land. 

Norwood,  Surrey. — The  Agent  reported  that  he  had  attended 
the  adjourned  meeting  of  this  Society  on  the  18th  March,  for 
the  purpose  of  letting  the  new  allotments  there.  The  land  that 
had  been  obtained  was  divided  into  twenty-two  allotments,  which 
were  at  once  taken,  and  the  cultivation  of  them  has  since  com- 
menced in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

Li  consequence  of  the  wretched  state  of  the  cottages,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Harden  has  purchased  a  suitable  piece  of  land,  and  intends 
to  have  a  pair  of  model  cottages  erected,  at  his  own  expense, 
after  the  plans  of  the  Society. 
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MiTCHAM,  ScBREY. — The  allotments  in  this  parish,  twenty  in 
number,  which  were  set  out  about  four  years  ago,  have  been  so 
well  cultivated,  and  the  experiment  altogether  has  been  so 
successful,  that  it  is  proposed  to  apply  for  a  further  quantity  of 
land,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  same  purpose. 

Tooting,  Subret. — The  Rev.  Mr.  Greaves,  about  three  years 
ago,  set  apart  a  small  parcel  of  glebe  land  for  allotments,  which 
have  answered  so  well,  that  a  further  quantity  has  been  selected, 
and  is  intended  to  be  appropriated  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings  report,  that  the  Cottages 
in  Hyde  Park,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  the  last  month's 
report,  are  rapidly  progressing,  and  notwithstanding  the  shortness 
of  the  time  since  they  got  possession  of  the  land,  there  is  every 
prospect  of  their  being  nearly  completed  by  the  time  of  the 
opening  of  the  Exhibition. 

They  have  also  to  report  that  the  structure  in  the  Exhibition 
Building  is  in  a  forward  state ;  also  the  views,  plans,  and  models 
of  the  Society's  buildings,  which  are  to  be  exhibited  therein. 

Streatham  Street  Family  Houses. — They  have  farther  to 
report,  that  a  letter  has  been  received  from  the  district  surveyor 
respecting  the  rooms  on  the  basement  story,  in  which  he  states 
that  they  may  be  let  for  living  apartments  without  infringing  any 
rule  of  the  Metropolitan  Act,  and  in  consequence  they  are  pre- 
pared to  recommend  they  be  forthwith  fitted  up  for  that  purpose. 

The  Society's  Dwelling  and  Lodging  Houses  continue  fiilly 
occupied,  the  rents  are  pimctually  piud,  and  no  complaints  are 
made  of  the  tenants  or  lodgers. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  visited  Tunbridge  Wells,  and 
met  the  Committee  there  on  Saturday,  the  5th  of  April ;  that  the 
three  pairs  of  cottages  are  nearly  ready  for  occupation;  and  that 
suitable  tenants  have  been  selected  for  them.  Also,  that  the  two 
dilapidated  cottages  in  Gas-lane  had  been  renovated  and  fitted  up 
with  water  and  every  other  convenience,  at  a  cost  of  about  90i, 
and  let  at  a  fair  rent  to  good  tenants. 

Letters  were  received  from  Lady  Caroline  Murray,  the  Revs. 
Canon  Rogers,  J.  W.  Sheringham,  and  H.  J.  Wollaston;  LieuU- 
Col.  Williams,  J.  H.  White,  G.  Pownall,  W.  Beckford,  O.  Mosley, 
W.  D.  Oswald,  Esqs.,  Messrs.  Owston,  Scott,  Kay,  Hewdall,  &c. 

The  Exhibition. — In  our  next  Number,  we  hope  to  give  an 
engraving  of  the  Society's  structure  in  the  Exhibition. 
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LODGING-HOUSES. 

On  Tuesday,  the  8th  of  April,  Lord  Ashley  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  encourage  the  Construction  of  Lodging-houses  for  the 
Working  Classes :  in  doing  which  his  lordship  said,  he  had  now  (o 
bring  under  the  consideration  of  the  house  a  subject  very  homely  in 
appearance,  but  one  which  he  thought  he  should  be  able  to  show  was 
of  vital  importance  to  large  classes  of  the  community.  He  believed 
it  was  necessary  merelv  to  state  the  evil  and  indicate  the  remedy,  but 
be  should  wish  to  lav  before  the  house  the  experience  of  himself  and 
others  in  regard  to  the  subject — one  which  he  had  studied  for  several 
years,  and  in  reference  to  which  he  could  say  that  he  believed  a  very 
great  existing  evil,  pressing  upon  a  large  portion  of  the  labouring 
oommunity,  might  be  removed,  and  that  without  establishing  institu- 
tions of  an  eleemosynary  character.  He  would  first  call  the  attention  of 
.  the  House  to  the  condition  of  the  population,  looking  upon  it  as 
stationary  and  as  migratory.  To  begin  with  what  might  be  called 
the  stationary  population,  those  who  were  living  in  houses,  not  remov- 
ing every  week,  or  night  by  night,  from  one  lodging-house  to  another, 
but  permanently  settled.  A  return  made  in  1842  gave  the  following 
result  of  a  house-to-house  visitation  in  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
reported  to  the  Statistical  Society  : — 1465  Camilies  of  the  labouring 
daflses  were  found  to  have  for  their  residence  only  2174  rooms;  of 
these  families  939  bad  but  one  room  for  the  whole  family  to  reside 
iUf  408  bad  two  rooms,  94  had  three,  17  four,  8  five,  4  six,  1  seven, 
1  eight ;  the  remaining  3  families  were  returned  '*  not  ascertained.'^ 
If  this  was  so  in  one  of  the  best  parishes  in  London,  what  must  be  the 
^ndition  of  the  over-populous  and  more  needy  parishes  in  the  east  of 
London  ?  This  return  said  nothing  of  the  condition  of  a  great  many 
of  the  residences  of  the  working  people,  in  which  there  was  not  one 
fiunily  in  a  room,  but  two  families,  three,  four,  and,  as  he  had  himself 
aeent  five ;  four  occupying  the  corners  and  the  fifth  the  middle  of  the 
roon«  To  look  at  the  moral  aspect  of  the  subject :  in  these  rooms 
there  were  grown-up  persons,  male  and  female,  of  difierent  families 
or  the  same  family,  all  living  together ;  in  these  rooms  every  function 
of  nature  was  performed.  How  could  decency  be  preserved  ?  Edu- 
oalion  was  impossible :  pernicious  example  was  ever  before  the  child. 
Who  oould  wonder  that  in  these  receptacles  nine-tenths  of  the  great 
•rime,  the  burglaries,  and  murders,  and  violence,  that  desolated 
•ooietyf  were  conceived  and  hatched.  Or  if  the  physical  state  of  these 
{MNiple  was  considered,  what  must  be  the  condition  of  dwellings  with  8, 
10,  20,  or  25  persons,  or  even  more,  living  in  a  room  ?  Nothing 
produced  so  evil  an  effect  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  popula- 
tion as  over-crowding  within  limited  space ;  and  if  the  people  were  in  a 
low  sanitary  condition,  it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  raise  them  to  a 
just  moral  elevation.  Their  general  state  of  health  and  capacity  for 
work  reduced,  they  must  be  brought  upon  the  parish,  and  the  general 
charity  of  the  community.  Here  wu  a  verv  remarkable  statement  of 
the  evils  of  a  system  existing  now  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  this 
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meiropolis  and  all  our  large  towns ;  it  was  an  exemplification  of  the 
effects  of  sleeping  in  crowded  atmosphere.  In  the  report  of  the 
London  Fever  Hospital  for  1845,  of  one  particular  room  in  an 
establishment  it  was  said : — 

'<  It  is  filled  to  excess  every  night,  but  on  particular  occasions  com- 
monly 50,  sometimes  from  90  to  100  men,  are  crowded  into  a  room 
33  feet  9  inches  long,  20  feet  wide,  and  7  feet  high  in  the  centre.  .  • 
The  whole  of  this  dormitory  does  not  allow  more  space — that  b,  does 
not  admit  of  a  larger  bulk  of  air  for  respiration,  than  is  appropriated 
in  the  wards  of  the  Fever  Hospital  for  three  patients/' 

What  was  the  consequence?  Why,  that  considerably  more  than 
one-fifth  part  of  the  whole  admissions  into  the  Fever  Hospital  for  that 
year — no  less  than  130  patients  affected  with  fever — were  received 
from  that  one  room  alone.  The  experience  of  the  Board  of  Health 
went  to  the  same  point.  The  horrible  desolation  in  the  children's 
infirmary  at  Tooting  was  found  to  arise  principally  from  enormous 
numbers  being  crowded  in  small  ill-ventilated  apartments.  A  similar' 
case  occurred,  about  the  same  time,  in  Hackney,  in  a  charitable  in- 
stitution where  the  parties  were  well  cared  for,  well  fed,  well  warmed, 
well  clothed,  surrounded  by  a  district  in  which  there  was  not  one 
death,  and  yet  the  mortality  in  that  establishment  amounted  to  no  less 
than  10  or  15  per  cent,  of  the  inmates,  simply  because  they  were  put 
in  ill-ventilated  and  closely-crowded  apartments.  Such  was  the  con- 
dition of  the  stationary  population ;  this  was  what  might  be  seen  by 
any  one  who  would  take  a  walk  into  the  more  crowded  parts  of  the 
metropolis.  How  was  it  with  the  migratory  population — those  who 
flitted  from  one  lodging-house  to  another,  and  were  perpetually 
moving  ?     Here  was  a  report  made  by  one  of  the  city  missionaries : — 

**  On  my  district  is  a  house  containing  eight  rooms,  which  are  all 
let  separately  to  individuals  who  furnish  and  re-let  them.  The  parlour 
measures  18(11.  by  lOflt.  Beds  are  arranged  on  each  side  of  the  room, 
composed  of  straw,  shavings,  rags,  &c.  In  this  one  room  slept,  on 
the  night  previous  to  my  inquiry,  27  male  and  female  adults,  SI 
children,  and  two  or  three  dogs,  making  in  all  58  human  beings 
breathing  the  contaminated  atmosphere  of  a  close  room.  In  the  top 
room  of  the  same  house,  measuring  12ft.  by  lOflt.,  there  are  six  beds; 
and  on  the  same  night,  there  slept  in  them  32  human  beings,  all 
breathing  the  pestiferous  air  of  a  hole  not  fit  to  keep  swine  in.  The 
beds  are  so  close  together,  that  when  let  down  on  the  floor,  there  is 
no  room  to  pass  between  them;  and  they  who  sleep  in  the  beds 
furthest  from  the  door  can,  consequently,  only  get  into  them  by  crawl- 
ing over  the  beds  which  are  nearer  the  door.  In  one  district  alone 
there  are  270  such  rooms." 

The  statement  went  on  to  say, — 

<<  These  houses  are  never  cleaned  or  ventilated ;  they  literally 
swarm  with  vermin.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  breathe.  Missionaries 
are  seized  with  vomiting  or  fainting  upon  entering  them.**  '<  I  have 
felt,"  said  another,  <<  the  vermin  dropping  on  my  hat  like  peas.  In 
some  of  the  rooms  I  dare  not  sit,  or  I  should  be  at  once  covered." 

These  were  some  of  the  worst  instances.  But  though  they  were  the 
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worst  Instances^  it  must  be  recollected  that  these  houses  were  the 
receptacles  of  thousands.  He  hoped  the  House  would  forgive  his 
going  into  these  details,  because  the  conclusion  he  desired  to  enforce 
was  not  to  be  proved  by  argumentation,  but  by  an  induction  of  facts, 
the  collection  of  which  must  be  the  result  of  much  inquiry  and  long 
investigation.  He  was  sorry  to  say  the  state  of  things  he  had  de- 
scribed was  not  confined  to  London.  It  prevailed  in  many  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  and  in  almost  all  the  great  towns.  The  following  was 
an  extract  from  a  report  of  Mr.  Rawlinson,  an  inspector  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  being  a  communication  from  a  clergyman  in  Dover : — 

**  From  a  ministerial  experience  of  thirteen  years,  first  in  a  parish  of 
7000  souls,  then  in  a  parish  of  20,000,  and  now  in  a  parish  of  10,000, 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  of  (he  close  connexion  subsisting  between  the 
sanitary  and  moral  condition  of  our  poorer  classes.  At  Fulham, 
Maidstone,  and  Dover,  1  found,  without  any  exception,  the  worst 
demoralization  in  the  worst  constituted  dwellings  and  neighbourhoods, 
the  one  being  traceable  from  the  other  directly  as  effect  from  cause. 
I  afiirm,  in  conscience,  that  to  raise  them  while  they  live  in  such  places 
and  under  such  circumstances  as  they  do  now,  is  impossible.  No 
sense  of  decency  or  self-respect  can  struggle  against  the  difliculty ; 
and  the  chief  force  of  our  pastoral  ministrations  is  rendered  nugatory. 
I  may  add  that  1  have  very  rarely  met  with  a  parish  priest,  accustomed 
to  minister  in  a  large  town,  who  has  not  fully  felt  the  same  conviction. 
The  relieving  officer  for  Charlton  .stated, — *  There  are  650  houses,  or 
rather  substitutes  for  houses — hovels.  The  whole  parish  is  one  re- 
ceptacle for  filth.  In  reference  to  Barwick's-allcy,  where  there  are 
about  fifty  separate  small  huts,  built  in  steps,  one  over  the  other, 
against  a  steep  hill-side,  there  are  but  three  privies  attached,  and 
there  is  only  one  very  dirty  draw-well  to  supply  the  whole  neighbour- 
hood with  water.  The  horrid  state  of  this  alley  is  beyond  descrip- 
tion.'" 

Biruiingham  was  in  the  same  condition ;  so  were  Manchester  and 
Leeds.  He  could  make  that  statement  from  his  own  personal  expe- 
rience, having  examined  Manchester  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
Morpeth  was  worth  mentioning,  because,  being  a  small  town,  it 
afforded  a  very  fair  sample  of  what  occurred  in  small  towns.  Of 
these,  there  was  scarcely  one  in  the  kingdom  where  a  measure  of  the 
kind  he  proposed  ought  not  to  be  brought  into  operation.  Looking 
to  Morpeth,  the  inspector  said : — 

<<  In  Lumsden's-lane  I  found  lodging-houses  dirty  and  crowded,  one 
of  which  was  over  a  large  ashpit,  the  same  where  the  woman  had  died 
of  cholera.  At  the  head  of  Lumsden's-yard,  there  are  also  open 
middens  and  privies^  the  drains  from  which  pass  under  the  adjoining 
cottages." 

And  he  went  on  to  describe  a  place  called  Bell's-yard.  He  pro- 
ceeded : — 

*<  This  state  of  things  surrounds  the  poor  inhabitants  with  a  surface 
of  visible  filth,  and  also  keeps  them  in  an  atmosphere  of  foul  gases, 
where  the  seeds  of  disease  most  readily  ripen.  Fever,  according  to 
the  medical  evidence,  is  almost  constant  in  these  places ;  and  cholera, 
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as  shown,  is  first  developed  in  such  rooms  as  that  over  the  pri^y  w>d 
ashpit  situated  in  Lurasden*s-lane.  This  undue  crowding  is  as 
destructive  to  the  property  as  to  the  health  of  the  poor  inhabitants. 
The  wet  and  damp  retained  by  the  middens  generate  rot,  aod  the 
surface  filth  is  trodden  into  the  houses,  the  cleansing  of  which  ii 
consequently  neglected,  and  the  result  is  rapid  decay.  If  a  labouring 
man  is  compelled,  for  want  of  better  accommodation,  to  reside  in  such 
tenements,  he  loses  his  health,  loses  his  labour,  and  the  owner 
cannot  obtain  payment  from  a  family  reduced  to  pauperiBm,  and  so 
he  loses  his  rent." 

That  was  a  state  of  things  which  was  frequently  found  to  exist  A 
labouring  man  came  to  a  town  where  employment  was  to  be  had, 
when  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  from  25  to  35,  and  capable  of 
making  15^.,  20^.,  or  25s,  a-week.  It  was  necessary  he  should  take 
a  lodging  near  the  place  where  his  work  was  carried  on.  The  tene- 
ments he  had  to  choose  from  were  many  of  them  in  ill-draioed,  ill- 
ventilated  neighbourhoods,  and  of  the  filthy  description  already  men- 
tioned. From  these,  however,  he  was  compelled  to  make  his  sefectioD. 
What  was  the  consequence  ?  The  consequence,  as  appeared  from 
the  testimony  of  city  missionaries  and  ministers  of  all  denominations, 
was  that  of  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  these  men,  who  came  in  the 
prime  of  life  to  a  town  in  search  of  employment,  it  was  found,  ere 
long,  that  their  health  was  broken  down,  that  they  came  on  the  parish, 
that  they  sank  into  the  grave,  and  that  they  left  their  wives*  and 
families  a  permanent  burden  on  the  community.  The  following 
graphic  description  of  the  lodging-houses  in  Morpeth  was  fumbhed 
by  the  town-clerk : — 

^<  The  table  will  show  the  narrow  space  afforded  to  each,  but  it  can 
give  no  idea  of  the  actual  state  of  the  rooms  or  the  scenes  they  ex* 
hibit.  Tliose  that  offer  beds  have  these  articles  of  luxury  filled  with 
as  many  as  can  possibly  lie  upon  them.  Others  find  berths  below  the 
beds,  and  then  the  vacant  spaces  on  the  floor  are  occupied.  Among 
these  is  a  tub  filled  with  vomit  and  natural  evacuations.  Other  houses 
have  no  beds,  but  their  occupiers  are  packed  upon  the  floor,  in  rowi, 
the  head  of  one  being  close  to  the  feet  of  another.  Each  body  is 
placed  so  close  to  its  neighbour  as  not  to  leave  sufficient  space  upon 
which  to  set  a  foot.  The  occupants  are  entirely  naked,  except  rugs 
drawn  up  as  far  as  the  waist;  and  when  to  this  is  added  that  the 
doors  and  windows  are  carefully  closed,  and  that  there  is  not  the  least 
distinction  of  sex,  but  men,  women,  and  children,  lie  indiscrtminately 
side  by  side,  some  faint  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  state  of  these 
places,  and  their  effect  upon  health,  morals,  and  decency.  Feren 
prevail,  and  the  sick-ward  of  the  workhouse  is  filled  with  typhus  ia 
its  worst  form  from  these  places." 

A  gentleman,  who  had  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  examination  of 
towns  with  a  view  of  obtaining  some  remedy  for  the  existing  erilii 
gave  an  account  of  a  part  of  Leeds  in  which  he  stated  that  in  a  yaid 
he  inspected,  — 

^'  Was  a  house  containing  one  room,  with  one  bed  in  it>  and  no 
few  er  than  eight  persons  were  found  occupying  it.    In  the  same  yard 
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was  another  house,  comprising  two  rooms,  and  containing  three  beds, 
and  31  persons  were  occupying  them,  giving  an  average  of  more  than 
10  persons  to  each  bed.  In  that  yard  there  were  several  other  houses, 
in  which  three,  four,  or  five  persons  occupied  each  bed.  In  a  semi- 
circle,  drawn  in  a  radius  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  they  found 
222  such  lodging-houses." 

What  wonder,  then,  that  ^*  typhus  fever  greatly  prevailed  ?"  that  the 
*<  medical  officers  reported  that  it  mainly  had  its  origin  in  the  low 
lodging-houses  of  the  town?"  Again,  another  from  Bradford 
writes,— 

*^  In  some  of  these  cellar  dwellings,  of  about  four  yards  square, 
there  were  collected  sometimes  20  persons,  some  in  beds,  some  on 
the  floor ;  some  naked  men  and  women  together ;  children  in  the 
small-pox  in  the  midst  of  them.  One  of  these  lodging-house  keepers 
had  been  fined  a  few  days  before  for  having  taken  in  so  manf.  *  Sir/ 
said  he,  *  what  is  to  be  done  with  these  people  ?  there  are  not  houses 
for  them ;  can  1  let  them  lie  in  the  street  ?'  <  I  am  told,'  said  his 
informant,  Uhat  supposing  Bradford  to  contain  60,000  people,  at 
least  one-fourth  are  at  this  moment  thus  lodged.'  " 

He  should  mention  only  one  other  place  in  London  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  the  absolute  necessity  that  existed  for  some  remedy 
similar  to  that  which  he  contemplated ;  because  he  knew  the  effect 
clearances  and  alterations,  made  with  the  view  of  beautifying  the 
metropolis,  had  on  the  accommodation  of  the  working  classes.  When 
the  great  thoroughfare  of  New  Oxford-street  was  opened,  a  great 
number  of  wretched  dwellings  were  cleared  away,  and  no  provision 
was  made  for  the  accommodation  of  those  inhabitants  who  were  dis- 
placed, so  that  the  formation  of  that  street  did  not  only  add  to  the 
beauty  of  the  town,  but  had  the  effect  of  exaggerating  the  evil  that 
pressed  on  the  humbler  classes.  There  was  a  district  in  Bloomsbury 
called  Church-lane,  one  of  the  filthiest  that  existed  in  the  metropolis, 
and  eue  of  the  most  unsafe  to  visit,  from  the  constant  prevalence  of 
fever.  It  was  examined  in  1848  by  the  Statistical  Society,  whose 
committee  stated  in  their  report  that  it  presented — 

"  A  picture  in  detail  of  human  wretchedness,  filth,  and  brutal 
degradation.  In  these  wretched  dwellings,  all  ages,  and  both  sexes, 
fathers  and  daughters,  mothers  and  sons,  grown-up  brothers  and 
sisters,  the  sick,  dying,  and  dead,  are  herded  together.  Take  an 
instance : — House  No.  2,  size  of  room,  14  feet  long,  IS  feet  broad, 
6  feet  high  ;  rent  8#.  for  two  rooms  per  week — under-rent,  Sd.  a-night 
for  each  adult.  Number  of  families,  3  ;  8  males  above  20;  5  females 
above  20  ;  4  males  under  20  ;  5  females  under  20  ;  total,  22  souls. 
Landlady  receives  18#.  a-week— thus  a  clear  profit  of  lOs.  State  of 
rooms,  filthy." 

The  average  number  of  persons  in  each  house  in  Church-lane  was 
twenty-four,  in  1841;  when  an  examination  took  place  in  the  end  of 
1847,  the  average  was  forty  persons  to  each  house ;  and  he  desired 
particularly  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact,  that  the 
parties  who  had  swelled  those  numbers  were  people  displaced  along 
that  line  of  street  occupied  now  as  New  Oxford-street— -displaced  in 
consequence  of  the  formation  and  beautifying  of  that  thoroughfare. 
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When  great  improvements  were  in  progress,  it  was  a  matter  for  con- 
sideration whether  provision  ought  not  to  be  made  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  those  removed,  not  only  for  their  own  sakes,  but  for  the 
sake  of  the  community,  who  were  exposed  to  peculiar  danger  from 
the  existence  of  places  which  fostered  typhus  and  cholera.  So  far  as 
he  had  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  inspectors  of  the  Board  of  Health 
had  examined  161  populous  places,  the  aggregate  population  being 
1,912,599;  and  he  might  safely  say  that,  without  exception,  one 
uniform  statement  was  made  with  respect  to  the  domiciliary  condition 
of  the  work-people — that  it  was  one  and  the  same.  It  was  to  meet 
buch  a  state  of  things  that  he  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  which 
should  be  as  nearly  as  possible  a  transcript  of  the  Baths  and  Wash- 
houses  Bill.  That  measure  had  not  been  worked  out  in  all  respects  as 
it  would  be ;  it  was  coming  slowly  into  operation ;  but  where  it  had 
been  applied,  it  had  conferred  a  boon  on  the  people  of  which  the 
benefits  were  incalculable.  The  provisions  of  the  bill  he  now  asked 
leave  to  bring  in  would  be — 1,  that  the  act  might  be  adopted  in 
certain  boroughs  and  parishes;  2,  that  the  council  of  any  borough 
might  adopt  the  act,  the  expenses  to  be  charged  on  the  borough 
funds;  3,  that  on  requisition  of  ten  rate-payers,  churchwardens 
might  convene  a  vestry  to  determine  whether  the  act  should  be 
adopted,  but  the  resolutions  were  not  to  be  deemed  carried  unless 
two- thirds  voted  for  it;  4,  that,  when  the  act  was  adopted,  the  vestry 
should  appoint  commissioners  for  carrying  the  same  into  execution ; 
5,  that  the  overseers  levy,  as  part  of  the  poor-rate,  such  sums  as  the 
vestry  should  deem  necessary ;  6,  that  vestries  of  two  or  more  parishes 
might  concur ;  7,  that  town-councils  and  commissioners  might  erect 
lodging-houses,  or  adapt  buildings,  or  purchase  existing  houses;  8, 
that  if  lodging-houses  were  considered  unnecessary,  or  too  expensive, 
they  might  be  sold  with  the  approval  of  the  Treasury ;  9,  that  the 
council  and  commissioners  might  make  by-laws,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  also  fix  charges  subject  to  an 
appeal  to  the  Poor-law  Board ;  and  10,  which  was  a  necessary  pro- 
vision, that  no  persons  receiving  parochial  relief  should  be  allowed  to 
be  tenants.  From  some  experience  of  the  model  lodging-houses,  he 
might  state  what  good  effects  they  had.  Nothing  was  more  remark- 
able than  the  cheerfulness  with  which  the  rents  were  paid^  By  an 
accurate  or  rigorous  system — by  not  allowing  rents  to  fall  into  arrear, 
the  greatest  punctuality  was  observed,  equally  beneficial  to  the  parties 
who  let  and  the  parties  who  paid.  Another  advantage  was  the  free- 
dom from  disease.  There  was  a  very  remarkable  statement  by  Dr. 
Duncan,  an  ofiicer  of  the  Board  of  Health,  writing  from  Ldverpooli 
with  reference  to  the  effect  which  even  a  registration  of  lodging-houses 
had  had : — 

<<  In  a  certain  number  of  registered  lodging- houses,  the  history  of 
which  has  been  traced,  there  occurred  annually,  before  regbtratioo, 
which  involves  supervision,  prevention  of  over-crowding,  and  attention 
to  cleanliness,  150  cases  of  fever.  During  the  late  epidemic,  there 
occurred  in  these  houses  only  ninety-eight  cases  of  cholera,  while  the 
total  cholera  cases  in  the  town  were  to  the  fever  cases  of  the  preceding 
years  referred  to  as  two  to  one.     So  that  cholera  after  regisiratioQ 
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was  only  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  three,  as  compared  with  fever 
before  registration." 

The  Model  Lodging-house  in  George-street,  Bloorosbury,  was  within 
a  stone's  throw  of  Church-lane.  The  ravages  of  cholera  in  Church- 
lane  were  dreadful ;  in  the  model  buildings  in  George-street,  Blooms- 
bury,  not  one  person  died,  and  there  was  only  one  case  of  diarrhoea, 
which  speedily  yielded  to  medical  treatment.  There  was  another 
benefit.  The  wages  the  people  earned  they  kept.  These  were  not 
expended  on  medical  relief  or  the  beer-shop.  The  accommodation 
offered  in  these  houses  held  out  inducements  to  remain  at  home ; 
the  possibility  of  cultivating  the  better  part  of  man  had  been  the 
means  of  reforming  many  in  these  establishments.  These  parties 
said,  **  The  wages  we  earn  we  now  keep."  It  was  impossible  to  go 
among  them  without  hearing  the  liveliest  expressions  of  gratitude. 
One  who  visited  the  model  family  houses  in  Streatham-street  would 
see  the  advantage  to  children,  who  had  a  large  open  space  for  play, 
instead  of  running  in  the  streets.  Some  objections  had  been  stated 
to  the  system.  First,  it  was  said  an  increase  of  rent  was  a  conse- 
quence which  working  people  would  not  be  able  to  bear.  Assuming 
an  increase,  he  was  convinced  they  would  be  able  to  bear  it  from  the 
greater  health  they  enjoyed,  and  the  greater  activity  and  diligence 
they  would  be  able  to  bestow  on  their  work.  In  many  instances,  a 
working  man  was  calculated  to  lose  about  thirty  days  in  a  year.  At 
Is.  6d,  each  day,  the  loss  would  be  2/.  5^.,  which  was  a  vast  deal 
more  than  any  increase  of  rent  for  superior  accommodation.  He 
would  say  there  wns  no  increase  of  rent,  but  a  diminution,  and  with 
that  an  adequate  profit.     It  was  stated  that — 

"  The  average  rent  paid  in  Snow's-rents,  Westminster,  <  a  vile 
place,'  waB,  in  1844,  28,  4^.  per  week  per  room.  The  people  em- 
ployed in  the  docks  pay  from  Is,  6d.  to  3s,  per  week  for  single  rooms, 
which  for  filth  and  disgusting  appearance  were  such  wretched  hovels, 
as  defied  giving  a  fair  description  of  them.  The  single  men  pay  in 
the  lodging-houses  Is,  6d.  per  week  for  half  a  bed,  and  2s,  for  single 
beds,  several  sleeping  in  the  same  room,  wanting  in  comfort,  cleanli- 
ness, Sic." 

Another  statement  was,  that  the  apartments  rented  by  the  London 
Dock  labourers  were  at  2s,  to  4s,,  the  average  being  3s,  per  week 
per  room.     Another  person  said, — 

''  As  near  as  I  can  judge,  the  average  price  paid  per  week  for  the 
wretched  rooms  occupied  by  the  lowest  poor  in  the  vilest  neighbour- 
hoods is  about  2s,  6d,  To  make  up  this  rent  the  apartments  are 
crowded  to  the  greatest  excess." 

What  was  the  rent  in  the  model  lodging-houses  ?  In  George-street^ 
Bloomsbury,  every  man  had  a  compartment  to  himself, with  a  bed,  chair, 
and  ample  space  to  walk  about  For  that  compartment  he  paid  4d, 
a-night,  exactly  the  same  payment  demanded  from  him  in  the  worst 
and  most  disgusting  place.  That  house  yielded  a  clear  profit  of  6^ 
per  cent,  on  the  money  invested.  Then  houses  of  three  rooms,  with 
every  accommodation,  and  a  constant  supply  of  water,  were  given  at 
a  rent  equal  to  that  exacted  for  one  room  elsewhere.  The  rent 
varied^  according  to  the  position  of  the  rooms,  from  4f*  to  7#.    Aa 
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artisan,  with  25s.  to  SOs.  a-week,  might  take  a  house  at  6s.  or  7«.; 
those  making  less,  a  house  at  4s. ;  but  they  received  every  accommo- 
dation for  the  same  sum  that  they  paid  for  one  disgusting  room, 
which  often  had  to  be  shared  with  another.  Then  it  was  said  these 
matters  ought  to  be  left  to  private  speculation.  He  should  much 
object  to  that  Private  speculation  was  very  much  confined  to  the 
construction  of  the  smallest  houses,  of  the  lowest  possible  description, 
because  it  was  out  of  those  the  most  inordinate  profits  could  be  made. 
Private  speculation  was  almost  entirely  in  that  direction.  Then 
private  speculators  would  not  undertake  these  houses,  for  to  make 
the  lodging-houses  work  there  must  be  constant  and  vigilant  superin- 
tendence. At  this  particular  time  there  were  great  advantages  for 
the  construction  of  model  lodging-houses.  First,  the  reduction  of 
the  duty  on  bricks  had  greatly  facilitated  the  operations.  It  was  a 
reduction  of  15  per  cent.  On  the  entire  cost  of  the  house  in 
Streatham-street  it  was  about  3  per  cent ;  but  when  the  hoUow  brick 
was  brought  into  use  a  saving  would  be  effected  of  np  less  than  25 
per  cent.  He  wished  also  to  bear  testimony  to  the  great  value  of  the 
reduction  in  the  window-duty,  and  wished  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  were  present  to  hear  the  result  of  the  experience  obtained 
by  those  interested  in  the  model  lodging-houses.  The  Streatham- 
street  house  contained  suites  of  apartments  for  50  families.  If  these 
suites  were  separate  there  would  be  no  window -tax;  but,  being 
under  one  roof,  window-tax  became  exigible  to  the  amount  of  between 
60/.  and  70L  a-year,  adding  25s,  a-year  to  the  rent  of  each  set  of 
apartments.  The'  removal  of  the  window  duty  would  permit  a  reduc- 
tion of  rent  from  7s.  to  6s.  6d,  and  so  on.  The  present  proposiUon 
violated  no  principle.  These  houses  were  self-supporting.  What 
had  been  the  result  of  some  years'  experience  ?  The  Society  for 
Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes  had  expended 
20,750/.  in  building  and  fitting  up  these  new  piles  of  model-houses, 
and  2250/.  in  improving,  adapting,  and  fitting  up  these  ranges  of  old 
dwellings,  making  together  an  expenditure  of  2d,000/i  The  net 
return  on  the  same,  after  deducting  all  incidental  expenses,  including 
those  of  management  and  ordinary  repairs,  averaged  6  per  cent ;  or 
oki  new  buildings,  5^  per  cent ;  on  old,  12  per  cent  They  had  kept 
one  house  as  a  curiosity,  and  as  an  illustration  of  the  exorbitancy  and 
intolerable  profits  levied  by  the  low  lodging-houses.  It  was  a  small 
house,  on  which  the  profit  was  not  less  than  80  per  cent  By 
the  removal  of  single  houses  in  some  localities,  much  might  be  done 
to  promote  a  better  circulation  of  air.  Associations  also  would 
speedily  be  formed,  if  the  expense  of  a  charter  were  reduced,  with 
limited  liabilities.  He  was  anxious  the  House  should  take  up  a  matter 
which  had  excited  the  interest  of  all  civilized  Europe,  from  parts  of 
which,  as  well  as  of  America,  letters  had  been  received  asking  for  the 
plans  and  reports  on  the  subject.  He  was  certain  that  he  spoke  the 
truth,  and  a  truth  which  would  be  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  all 
experienced  persons — clergy,  medical  men,  all  who  were  conversant 
with  the  working  classes — that  until  their  domiciliary  condition  were 
Christianized  (he  could  use  no  less  forcible  a  term),  all  hope  of  moral 
or  sodal  improrement  w«s*utt«rly  yain.    Th^gh  not  the  Bok,  it  wtf 
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one  of  the  prime  sources  of  the  evih  that  beset  their  condition ;  it 
generated  disease,  ruined  whole  families  by  the  intemperance  it  pro- 
moted, cut  off  or  crippled  thousands  in  the  vigour  of  life,  and  filled 
the  workhouses  with  widows  and  orphans.  In  the  time  of  cholera,  in 
the  Model  Lodging  House  in  St.  Pancras  there  were  500  persons 
under  one  roof.  In  a  small  court,  called  Peahen-court,  in  Bishops- 
gate-street,  there  resided  150  persons.  Mr.  Grainger,  the  inspector, 
went  over  that  court,  and  reported  to  the  committee  that  if  the 
cholera  did  breais.  out  there  the  consequences  would  be  frightful. 
Three  days  afterwards  the  cholera  broke  out  there.  In  the  Model 
Lodging-house  not  a  single  person  died  of  cholera.  In  Peahen-court 
there  were  seven  deaths,  and  in  one  day  12  orphans  were  thrown  on 
the  Workhouse.  He  found  that  the  number  of  widowers,  widows, 
and  orphans,  in  95  unions,  caused  by  the  cholera,  was — widowers  and 
widows,  628;  orphans,  1689;  total,  2317.  In  Bradford,  there  were 
27  widowers  and  widows,  and  82  orphans;  total,  109 ;  in  Leeds,  35 
widowers  and  widows,  and  73  orphans,  108 ;  Lambeth,  81  widowers 
and  widows,  and  234  orphans,  315 ;  West  Brorawich,  24  widowers 
and  widows,  and  86  orphans,  110;  Wolverhampton,  27  widowers  and 
widows,  and  68  orphans,  95 ;  and  most  of  these  were  permanently 
chargeable  on  the  workhouse.  But  what  cholera  did  suddenly  and 
openly,  fever  did  slowly  and  secretly.  The  cholera  slew  thousands, 
but  fever  killed  tens  of  thousands ;  and  if  they  doubted  the  fact  they 
might  have,  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  the  magnificent  palace  that 
was  now  being  built  for  Parliament,  full  evidence  of  it.  His  prayer 
was,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  remove  some  of  the  fatal  impedi- 
ments that  prevented  the  free  exercise  of  the  activity,  energy,  and 
principle  of  the  working  classes.  They  had  never  sufficiently  tested 
the  will  and  principle  of  those  classes,  who,  from  a  variety  of  circum- 
stances, had  been  placed  in  a  condition  very  disadvantageous  indeed 
to  the  exercise  of  all  their  energies.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the 
working  people  of  this  country  should  not  equal,  if  not  surpass  in 
physical  prosperity  their  brethren  of  the  United  States.  Their  wages 
were  enormous,  but  their  expenditure,  in  a  great  measure  owing  to 
their  sanitary  condition,  was  wild  and  extravagant  Mr.  Porter,  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  had  published  a  work  some  time  ago  cidled 
<<  Self-imposed  Taxation,''  and  in  that  work  he  said  that  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  working  classes  in  this  realm,  in  the  consumption  of  three 
articles  that  might  be  abstained  from  entirely,  or  in  a  great  degree- 
namely,  spirits,  beer,  and  tobacco— amounted  to  not  less  than 
57,000,000/.  a  year.  Imagine  that  sum  expended  in  wholesome  food, 
clothing,  education,  and  the  improvement  of  dwellings;  and  could 
any  say  that  the  moral,  social,  political,  and  religious  condition  of  a 
responsible  and  immortal  being  would  not  be  exalted  in  the  scale  of 
society  ?  He  could  not  believe  they  would  fail  in  their  efforts.  He 
felt  assured  that  God  would  bless  such  efforts,  directed  as  they  would 
be  to  the  advancement  of  the  social,  moral,  and  religious  well-being 
of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  human  race.  The  noble  lord  then 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill. 

Mr.  Slanby  said,  that  having  been  one  of  the  visitors  in  14  large 
towns,  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health,  he  eoold  bear  his  tea- 


70  TU£   LABOURERS  FRIEND. 

tiinony  to  ihe  statement  of  the  noble  lord  as  to  the  miserable  condi- 
tion of  a  great  body  of  the  working  classes,  and  that  from  no  fault  of 
their  own.  He  remembered  that  in  Wolverhampton,  on  visiting  a 
court,  and  speaking  of  the  condition  of  it  to  a  man  who  knew  the 
place  well,  he  was  informed  by  that  person  that  he  had  seen  all  the 
inhabitants  in  that  court  transported  twice  over.  H^  felt  assured 
that  permission  would  be  given  to  bring  in  this  bill  to  allow  them  to 
direct  their  efforts  to  the  mitigation  of  such  enormous  evils.  One 
great  difficulty  arose  from  the  law  of  partnerships,  which  prevented 
persons  joining  together  to  improve  their  dwellings,  but  be  hoped 
there  would  be  a  remedy  for  that  difficulty.  The  House  should 
remember  that  the  health  of  the  working  man  was  his  property,  and, 
as  they  watched  over  the  property  of  otherxlasses,  they  ought  also  to 
watch  over  that. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  it  was  a  matter  of  reproach  to  the  Housrthat  they 
should  have  to  hear  such  statements  from  the  noble  lord.  Could  any 
man  have  believed  that  such  a  state  of  things  existed  in  th^s  country  ? 
But  the  unfortunate  wretches  who  were  in  the  condition  described  by 
the  noble  lord  were  not  to  blame.  It  was  the  fault  of  that  House,  in 
not  preventing  such  a  state  of  things.  In  all  our  large  towns  the 
exertions  of  a  few  charitable  individuals  had  brought  these  things  to 
light.  But  Government  ought  to  interfere.  The  efforts  of  individuals 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  remedy  the  evil.  There  must  be  a  general 
move,  and  until  the  Government  and  persons  who  professed  to  be  the 
leaders  of  the  Christian  community  should  abate  their  opposition,  and 
join  in  doing  everything  in  their  power  to  give  education  to  the  whole 
mass,  they  could  not  expect  much  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  working  classes.  Why  was  it  they  passed  laws  to  compel  the 
physical  comfort  of  the  body  ?  Was  it  not  equally  important  to 
improve  the  moral  condition  as  well  ?  The  object  of  the  noble  lord 
was  good,  but  the  Government  ought  to  look  to  the  cause  of  the  evil. 

Sir  G.  Grey  said  there  was  no  doubt  a  very  willing  assent  on  the 
part  of  the  House  to  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord,  the  object  being 
one  that,  as  they  were  all  well  aware,  was  most  intimately  connected 
with  the  well-being  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people.  He  believed 
that,  unhappily,  the  statements  of  the  noble  lord  were  too  true  as  to 
the  state  of  things  thatprevailed  inlarge  towns  from  the  ill-constructed, 
ill-ventilated  houses,  destructive  alike  of  the  physical  health  and  of  the 
morality  of  the  working  classes ;  but  the  House  must  suspend  its 
judgment  of  the  bill  of  the  noble  lord  until  it  was  before  them.  He 
understood  it 'to  be  perfectly  permissive,  and  to  be  framed  on  the 
model  of  the  Baths  and  Washhouses  Act.  But  they  must  not  look  to 
measures  of  this  kind  alone  to  remove  all  the  evils,  and  he  believed 
the  noble  lord  indicated  means  by  which  still  greater  good  could  be 
attained  than  by  this  bill — namely,  that  of  encouraging  associations 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  obstacles  that  now  existed  in  the  way 
of  fiscal  arrangements  for  carrying  out  the  object  in  view.  A  diffi- 
culty had  occurred,  as  had  been  stated  by  his  hon.  friend  behind  him. 
In  consequence  of  the  law  of  partnerships ;  but  a  committee  sat  upon 
that  subject  last  year,  and  another  committee  had  been  appointed 
this  year,  to  inquire  into  it,  and  the  subject  also  of  the  expense  of 
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charters  for  such  associations  was  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Government.  The  noble  lord,  liowever,  would  remember  that  the 
repeal  of  the  brick  duty  last  year  had  afforded  great  facilities  for 
improving  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  and  great  benefit  would  also  be 
derived  from  the  repeal  of  the  window-duty ;  and  it  was,  he  believed, 
by  such  means  they  could  do  more  than  by  direct  legislation.  At 
the  same  time,  he  would  not  disparage  the  efforts  of  the  noble  lord, 
under  certain  restrictions,  to  encourage  the  formation  out  of  the  rates, 
in  certain  cases,  of  model  lodging-houses.  But  it  was  not  only  in 
towns,  but  in  the  country  as  well,  that  this  subject  was  of  great  im- 
portance. In  many  of  the  country  districts,  which  would  not  be 
reached  by  the  bill  of  the  noble  lordi  these  evils  existed  to  almost  as 
great  a  degree  as  in  the  towns ;  and  in  the  part  of  the  country  with 
which  he  was  connected  he  was  happy  to  find  the  attention  of  the 
upper  classes  had  been  turned  to  the  subject,  and  that  the  landlords 
felt  the  responsibility  that  rested  on  them  as  to  the  dwellings  of  the 
poor ;  and,  independently  of  any  advantage  of  rent,  they  were  laying 
out  money  in  improving  the  dwellings  of  those  with  whom  they  were 
associated.  With  respect  to  education,  he  concurred  with  his  hon. 
friend  the  member  for  Montrose  as  to  the  importance  of  it,  but  he 
thought  his  hon.  friend  should  consider  what  the  Government  bad 
already  attempted  to  do  in  that  respect,  and  the  great  improvement 
that  had  been  made.  At  the  same  time  it  was  not  to  the  Govern- 
ment, but  to  the  efforts  of  individuals  and  associations,  they  must  look 
for  the  moral  improvement  of  all  classes  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  and  the  best  thing  Parliament  could  do  was  to  remove  all 
obstacles,  and  afford  such  facilities  as  they  could  for  that  improve- 
ment, without  taking  the  management  of  it  out  of  the  hands  of 
individuals  who  could  better  perform  such  duties.  He  wished  success 
to  the  efforts  of  the  noble  lord  for  abating  these  great  evils,  and  the 
House  was  much  indebted  to  the  noble  lord  for  calling  their  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  as  it  might  induce  individuals  to  turn  their 
attention  more  to  its  importance. 

Mr.  Sanford  said,  that  he  had  long  felt  a  great  interest  in  this 
subject,  but  when  some  years  ago  he  endeavoured  to  establish  a 
model  lodging-house  in  the  town  with  which  he  was  connected  he 
met  with  great  opposition  from  the  ratepayers.  It  was  impossible 
for  individuals  or  associations  of  individuals,  however  anxious  they 
might  be,  to  effect  that  object  without  the  aid  of  an  act  of  parliament. 
The  great  advantage  of  such  establishments  would  be,  not  the  lodg- 
ing of  so  many  persons,  but  the  example  it  would  afford  to  the 
parishes  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  effect  it  would  have  in  inducing 
landlords  to  improve  the  dwellings  of  the  poor.  He  was  glad  the 
noble  lord  had  brought  the  subject  forward,  for  he  was  convinced 
that  unless  the  people  were  well-boused  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
arrive  at  a  higher  standard  in  morality  or  religion. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Fox  wished  to  say  but  one  word  upon  what  seemed  to 
him  the  strong  necessity  for  direct  legislation  on  this  subject.  He 
agreed  with  his  hon.  friend  the  member  for  Montrose,  that  the  exten- 
sion of  education  would  do  much  for  the  reduction  of  the  evil,  but  it 
would  not  do  all.    Instances  were  coniiDually  occurring  of  persons 
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of  oomparatire  refinement^  accustomed  to  a  better  condition,  being 
compelled  from  want  of  employment  to  house  themselves  in  these 
wretched  places^  and  those  who  had  the  opportunity  of  watching 
them  saw  their  minds  going,  their  habits  changing,  their  refinement 
turning  into  coarseness,  their  whole  being  degraded  from  month  to 
month,  from  the  force  of  circumstances  under  which  they  were 
placed.  Now,  there  were  two  difficulties  in  dealing  with  this  matter, 
and  which  showed  the  necessity  of  some  governmental  interposition ; 
the  first  was  that  the  working  man  was  limited  as  to  his  abode ;  he 
had  not  his  full  range ;  he  could  not  go  where  he  might  find  a  whole- 
some and  convenient  lodging  even  within  his  own  scanty  means ;  but 
he  must  be  in  a  certain  district,  morning  and  night,  the  place  of  his 
occupation*  Another  difficulty  was  the  farming  out  of  old  houses, 
or,  as  they  were  called,  fever-factories,  which  was  a  most  profitable 
employment.  These  difficulties  must  be  grappled  with,  and  that 
could  only  be  by  legislation.  He  hoped  the  noble  lord  would  accom- 
plish very  much  of  what  be  had  in  view. 


A  Sill  (o  encourage  the  Establuhmeni  of  Lodging  ffouees  for 
the  Labouring  Classes. 

Clauss  I.  Act  may  be  adopted  in  certain  boroughs  and  parishes. 
II.  Interpretation  of  Act. 

III.  Council  of  any  borough  may  adopt  the  provisions  contained  in 

this  Act,  if  they  thinlc  fit. 

IV.  Expenses  of  carrying  this  Act  into  execution  shall  be  charged 

upon  the  borough  fund,  and  income  arising  carried  to  same. 

V.  On  the  requisition  of  ten  rate-payers,  churchwardens,  Sec,  to 

convene  vestry  meeting,  to  determine  whether  this  Act  shall 
be  adopted.  If  vestry  resolve  to  adopt  the  Act,  a  copy  of 
resolution  to  be  sent  to  Secretary  of  State,  &e.  Resolution 
not  deemed  to  be  carried  unless  two-thirds  vote  for  it. 

VI.  Where  Act  adopted,  vestry  to  appoint  commissioners  for  car- 

rying the  same  into  execution. 
VII.  Resignation  of  commissioners. 
VIII.  Vacancies  to  be  filled  up  by  vestry. 

IX.  Meetings  of  the  commissioners. 

X.  Special  meetings  of  commissioners. 

XI.  Quorum  of  meetings  of  commissioners. 
XII.  Commissioners  may  appoint  and  remove  officers,  he, 
XIII.  Minutes  of  proceedings  of  commissioners  to  be  entered  in  a 
boolc. 

XIV.  Commissioners  to  keep  accounts,  which  shall  be  open  to 

inspection.     Penalty  for  refusing  to  allow  inspection. 

XV.  Auditors  to  be  appointed  yearljr,  who  shall  examine  the  accounts 

and  report  to  vestries. 
XVI.  Expenses  of  executing  Act  In  any  parish  to  be  paid  out  of  the 

poor's  rate, 
xni.  Overseers  to  levy  as  part  of  the  poor's  rate  such  sums  as 
vestry  shall  dtem  neeessary  to  pay  expenses. 
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XVIII.  Moneys  raised,  and  the  income  arising  from  lodging  houses 
in  the  parish,  to  be  applied  towards  defraying  expenses. 
XIX.  Vestries  of  two  or  more  parishes  may  concur  in  carrying  this 
Act  into  execution,  subject  to  the  approval  of  Secretary 
of  State. 
XX.  Incorporation  of  commissioners. 

XXI.  Acts  of  commissioners  to  be  good,  notwithstanding  infor- 
malities. 
XXII.  Councils,  &c,  may  borrow  money  for  the  purposes  of  the 

Act,  with  the  approval  of  the  Treasury, 
xxiii.  The  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners  may  advance  money 

for  the  purposes  of  this  Act. 
xxiv.  8  &  9  Vict.  0.  16,  incorporated  with  this  Act,  for  certain 

purposes. 
XXV.  Incorporation  of  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  18. 

XXVI.  Council  may  appropriate,  with  consent  of  the  Treasury,  lands 
vested  in  the  mayor,  &c.     Commissioners  may,  with  ap- 
,  proval  of  vestry,  &c.,  appropriate  lands  belonging   to 

parish ;  or  contract  for  purchase  of  the  same, 
xxvii.  Councils  and  commissioners  may  erect  lodging  houses, 
xxviii.  Councils  and  oommissionen  may  enter  into  contracts  for 
the  purposes  of  this  Act.    No  contract  above  100/.  to  be 
entered  into  without  notice. 
XXIX.  Council  or  commissioners   may  purchase  existing  lodging 

houses. 
XXX.  Power  to  Water  and  Qas  Companies  to  supply  water  and  gas 

to  lodging  houses. 
XXXI.  Councillors  and  commissioners  not  to  be  personally  liable. 
XXXII.  Persons  may  appeal  against  orders  of  councils  and  com- 
missioners. 

XXXIII.  Council,  &Cr,  empowered  to  make  sale  and  exchange  of 

lands,  with  consent. 

XXXIV.  When  lodging  houses  are  considered  too  ezpensivey  they 

may,  with  approval  of  Treasury,  be  sold,  and  proceeds  of 
sale  carried  to  borough  fund  or  poor's  rate. 
XXXV.  Management  to  be  vested  in  council  and  parish  commis* 

sioners. 
XXXVI.  Council,  &c.,  may  make  bye-laws  for  regulating  the  lodging 
houses.     Bye-laws  to  be  approved  by  Secretary  of  State. 
XXXVII.  Copies  or  abstracts  of  byelaws  to  be  hung  up  in  every  room 

in  the  lodging  houses. 
XXXVIII.  Chafges  to  be  fixed  by  councils  and  commissioners. 
XXXIX.  Appeal  to  Poor-Law  Board  as  to  rents  for  lodging  houses. 
XL.  Persons  receiving  parochial  relief  not  to  be  tenants  of  lodg- 
ing houses. 
XLi.  Lodging  houses  to  be  open  to  inspection  of  Local  Boards  of 

Health. 
XLii.  As  to  recovery  of  charges, 
xLiii.  Penalty  for  council,  commissioners,  or  officers  taking  fees 

beyond  salaries,  or  being  int«rtsted  in  oontnots. 
XLiv.  Application  of  penalties. 
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1.  Bye- LAWS  to  be  made  in  all  cases. 

For  securing  that  the  lodging  houses  shall  be  under  the  management 
and  control  of  the  officers,  servants,  or  others  appointed  or  employed 
in  that  behalf  bj  the  council  or  commissioners. 

For  securing  the  due  separation  at  night  of  men,  and  bojs  above 
eight  years  old,  from  women  and  girls. 

For  preventing  damage,  disturbance,  interruption,  and  indecent 
and  offensive  language  and  behaviour,  and  nuisances. 
"^    For  determining  the  duties  of  the  officers,  servants,  and  others 
appointed  by  the  council  or  commissioners. 

2.  BvB-LAWS  to  be  made  in  boroughs  and  parishes  wholly  or  partially 

within  the  districts  of  Local  Boards  of  health. 

For  carrying  out  the  regulations  of  the  Local  Boards  of  Health. 

3.  Bye-laws  to  be  made  in  parishes. 
For  regulating  the  procedure  of  the  commissioners. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  MAY. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  the  19th  May;  present,  Lord 
Moreton  in  the  Chair, — Major  Little,  F.  H.  N.  Glossop,  Thomas 
Twining,  jun.,  John  Sperling,  H.  Roberts,  S.  Hanson,  Esqs. 

The  Allotment  Agent,  being  engaged  at  the  Exhibition  in 
attending  the  Society's  structure,  has  deferred  sending  his  report 
respecting  the  allotments.  He  states,  that  since  the  opening  of 
the  Exhibition,  the  applications  for  the  plans  and  other  publica* 
tions  of  the  Society  have  been  very  numerous,  including,  amongst 
the  visitors,  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  the  Bishop  of  London,  the 
Bishop  of  St.  Asapb,  the  Archdeacon  of  York,  Lord  Kinnaird, 
Colonel  and  Lady  L,  Lindsey,  M,  Cockran,  Esq.  of  New  York, 
T.  L.  Hodges,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Dudley  Fortescue,  Esq.,  J.  Mcchi, 
Esq.,  &c.  &c. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings  have'  been  principally 
occupied  with  various  arrangements  connected  with  his  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Albert's  cottages  and  the  structure  in  the 
Exhibition,  the  former  of  which  they  expect  will  be  ready  for 
inspection  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  And  they  are  happy  to 
add,  that  the  models,  designs,  and  other  objects  exhibited  by  the 
Society,  have  attracted  very  considerable  attention,  and  afford 
good  reasons  for  hoping  that  it  will  greatly  extend  the  usefulness 
of  the  Society. 

KO.  LXZZV.  O 
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The  Sub-Coratnittee  have  again  to  report  that  the  tebants  iti 
the  Society's  houses  conduct  themselves  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner,  with  the  exception  of  one,  who  has  been  dismissed  for 
drunkenness.  All  the  Lodging-houses  continue  full,  and  the 
inmates  are  regular,  orderly,  and  in  good  health. 

Letters  have  been  received  from  Lord  Ashley,  M.P.,  Alderman 
Hudson,  of  Dublin,  Capt.  Popham,  Capt.  Steele,  Ven.  Arch- 
deacon Croft,  A.  B.  Sheppard,  Esq.,  Rev.  H.  Smith,  J.  D. 
Peddie,  Esq.,  Messrs.  Grimsdcll,  Gandridgc,  &c.  &c. 

The  Committee  have  the  satisfaction  of  presenting  in  thii 
Number  an  engraving  of  Prince  Albert's  cottages  in  Hyde  Park| 
and  also  of  the  Society's  structure  in  jthe  Exhibition,  which  ia 
placed  in  Class  No.  27,  No.  124. 


MODEL  HOUSES  FOR  FOUR   FAMILIES,  ERECTED  AT 
THE  CAVALRY  BARRACKS,  HYDE  PARK, 

In  connexion  unth  the  Exposition  of  the  Works  of  Industry  of  all 
Nations,  1851, 

BY  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  PRINCE  ALBERT,  K.G., 
niflXDimr  or  mi  bocibtt  poi  iKFBOTxira  thb  conDntoK  ot  ths  labovuit^  c&amm. 

His  Royal  Highness  has  had  this  building  raised  on  his  own  account, 
with  a  desire  of  conveying  practical  information  calculated  to  promote 
the  much  needed  improvement  of  the  dwellings  of  the  Working 
Classes,  and  also  of  stimulating  Visitors  to  the  Eiihibition,  whose 
position  and  circumstances  may  enable  them  to  carry  out  similar 
undertakings,  and  thus  without  pecuniary  sacrifice,  permanently  to 
benefit  those  who  are  greatly  dependent  on  others  for  their  home  and 
family  comforts. 

In  its  general  arratigement^  the  building  is  adapted  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  four  families  of  the  class  of  manufacturing  and  mechanical 
operatives,  who  usually  reside  in  towns,  or  in  their  immediate 
vicinity;  add  as  the  value  of  land,  which  leads  to  the  economising  of 
space,  by  the  placing  of  more  than  one  family  under  the  same  roof, 
in  some  cases,  renders  the  addition  of  a  third,  and  even  of  a  fourth 
story  desirable,  the  plan  has  been  suited  to  such  an  arrangement, 
without  any  other  alteration  than  the  requisite  increase  in  the  strength 
of  the  walls. 

The  most  prominent  peculiarity  of  the  design  is  that  of  the  reced- 
ing and  protected  central  open  staircase,  with  the  connecting. gallery 
on  the  first  floor,  formed  of  slate,  and  sheltered  from  the  weather  by 
the  continuation  of  the  main  roof,  which  also  screens  the  entrances 
to  the  dwellings. 
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A    Sink,  with  Coal  Box  under.  I    E 

B     Plate  Rmck  over  entrance  to  DuAt  Shaft,  D.         F 
Q     Ibit  Safe,  Tentilated  through  hollow  bricks.   |    G 


Staircase  of  Slate,  with  Dust  Place  under. 
Cupboard  warmed  from  back  of  Fireplace. 
Linen  Closet  in  this  recess  if  required. 
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The  four  tenements  are  arranged  on  precisely  tlie  same  plan,  two 
on  each  floor. 

The  entrance  is  through  a  small  lobln/  lighted  from  the  upper  part 
of  the  door, 

The  living  room  has  a  superficial  area  of  about  150  feet,  with  a 
closet  on  one  side  of  the  fireplace,  to  which  warm  air  may  be  intro- 
duced from  the  back  of  the  range;  over  the  fireplace  is  an  iron  rod 
for  hanging  pictures ;  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  room  a  shelf  is 
carried  above  the  doors,  with  a  rail  fixed  between  them. 

The  scullery  is  fitted  up  with  a  sink,  beneath  which  Is  a  coal-bin 
of  slate ;  a  plate-rack  at  one  end,  drained  by  a  slate  slab  into  the  sink, 
covers  the  entrance  to  the  dust-shaft,  which  is  enclosed  by  a  balanced 
self-acting  iron  door.  The  dust  shaft  leads  into  a  closed  depository 
under  the  stairs,  and  has  a  ventilating  flue,  carried  up  above  the  roof. 
The  meat  safe  is  ventilated  through  the  hollow  brick-work,  and 
shelves  are  fixed  over  the  doors.  A  dresser  flap  may  be  fixed 
against  the  partition. 

The  sleeping  apartments,  being  three  in  number,  provide  for  that 
separation  which,  with  a  family,  is  so  essential  to  morality  and 
decency.  Each  has  its  distinct  access,  and  a  window  into  the  open 
air;  two  have  fireplaces. 

The  children's  bed-rooms  contain  50  feet  superficial  each,  and, 
opening  out  of  the  living  room,  an  opportunity  is  afforded  for  the 
exercise  of  parental  watchfulness,  without  the  unwholesome  crowdiDg 
of  the  living  room,  by  its  use  as  a  sleeping  apartment. 

The  parents'  bed-room,  with  a  superficial  area  of  about  100  feet, 
is  entered  through  the  scullery — an  arrangement  in  many  respects 
preferable  to  a  direct  approach  from  the  living  room,  particularly  in 
case  of  sickness.  The  recess  in  this  room  provides  a  closet  for  linen ; 
and  a  shelf  is  carried  over  the  door,  with  a  rail  fixed  beneath  it — a 
provision  which  is  made  in  each  of  the  other  bed-rooms. 

The  water-closet  is  fitted  up  with  a  Staffordshire  glazed  basio, 
which  is  complete  without  any  wood  fittings,  and  supplied  with  water 
from  a  slate  cistern  in  common  of  160  gallons,  placed  on  the  roof 
over  the  party  and  stair-case  walls.  The  same  pipes  which  carry 
away  the  rain-water  from  the  roof  serve  for  the  use  of  the  closets. 

Constructive  j4rrangemerU, 

The  peculiarities  of  the  building  in  this  respect  are,  the  exclusive 
use  of  hollow-bricks  for  the  walls  and  partitions,  (excepting  the  foun- 
dations, which  are  of  ordinary  brickwork,)  and  the  entire  absence  of 
timber  in  the  floors  and  roof,  which  are  formed  with  flat  arches  of 
hollow  brick-work,  rising  from  eight  to  nine  inches,  set  in  cement, 
and  tied  in  by  wrought-iron  rods  connected  with  cast-iron  springers, 
which  rest  on  the  external  walls,  and  bind  the  whole  structure 
together;  the  building  is  thus  rendered  fire-proof,  and  much  less 
liable  to  decay  than  those  of  ordinary  construction.  The  roof  arching, 
which  is  levelled  with  concrete,  and  covered  with  patent  metallic 
lava,  secures  the  upper-rooms  from  the  liability  to  changes  of  tern- 
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perature  to  which  apartments  next  the  roof  are  generally  subject,  and 
the  transmission  of  sound,  as  well  as  the  percolation  of  moisture,  so 
common  through  ordinary  floors,  is  effectually  impeded  by  the  hollow- 
brick  arched  floors. 

The  external  and  main  internal  walls  are  of  patent  bonded  brick- 
work, which  has  the  important  advantages  of  securing  dryness  and 
warmth,*  with  economy  of  construction  ;  another  great  benefit  arising 
from  the  use  of  hollow  bricks  is,  that  where  they  are  laid  double,  in 
parallel  courses,  without  headers,  as  in  the  patent  bonded  brickwork, 
the  internal  face  of  the  wall  is  sufl^ciently  smooth  to  render  plastering 
unnecessary.  In  the  present  instance,  where  plastering  has  been 
resorted  to,  it  is  conflned  to  one  side  of  a  thin  partition,  or  to  parti- 
tions formed  with  bricks  not  intended  for  the  situation  in  which  they 
are  used. 

In  regard  to  some  other  parts  of  the  brickwork,  it  should  also  be 
observed,  that  owing  to  the  erection  of  the  building  having  been 
determined  on  late  in  the  winter,  many  diflficulties  had  to  be  con- 
tended with  in  obtaining  a  suflicient  supply  of  hollow  bricks;  and 
from  accidental  circumstances,  disappointments  were  experienced  in 
reference  to  a  considerable  number,  on  which  account  the  structure 
should  be  regarded  rather  as  the  pledge  of  future  excellence  in 
hoilow-brick  construction  than  as  its  full  accomplishment. 

The  glazed  surface  of  the  bricks  used  in  the  two  upper-floor  living- 
rooms,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  staircase,  may  be  referred  to  as  a  speci- 
men of  what  can  be  accomplished  by  the  skilful  adaptation  of  fitting 
materials,  and  as  highly  creditable  to  their  maker.  Specimens  of 
glazed  bricks  of  clay  from  the  north  of  Devon  are  also  exhibited. 

The  advantages  afforded  by  the  use  of  hollow  bricks  in  securing  an 
effective  system  of  insensible  ventilation,  deserves  particular  notice. 
Fresh  air  is  admitted  from  any  suitable  point  of  the  exterior  of  the 
building  to  a  chamber  at  the  back  of  the  living-room  fireplace^  where 
being  warmed,  it  may  be  conducted  to  any  convenient  place  of  f  xit 
above  the  level  at  which  the  fresh  air  is  admitted.  Vitiated  air  may 
be  conveyed  either  into  the  chimney  flue  or  to  any  other  suitable 
place  of  exit  through  the  upper  wall  courses,  perforated  for  this  pur- 
pose, beneath  the  springing  of  the  arch,  or  through  the  arch  bricks 
themselves.  Suitable  air-bricks  and  ventilators  have  been  prepared 
with  these  express  objects  in  view. 

Internally  French  plaster  has  been  used,  as  drying  quicker,  and 
having  a  harder  surface  than  ordinary  plaster.  The  floors,  where  not 
of  Portland  cement,  are  laid  with  Staffordshire  tiles,  excepting  in  the 
right-hand  room,  flrst  floor,  which  is  of  lava.  The  coping  is  in 
Portland  cement.  The  external  string  courses  and  internal  cornices 
are  patent  bonded  bricks  set  in  Portland  cement  with  the  splayed 
side  outwards. 

The  mode  of  fire-proof  constructioD|  and  the  general  arrangement 

*  Those  who  are  conversant  with  the  evils  resnltiug  from  the  absorption  of 
moistare  by  common  bricks,  and  the  consequent  loss  of  temperatart  in  rooms  by 
CTaporation,  will  duly  appreciate  these  advantages. 
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of  the  fittings,  are  such  ^s  have  been  used  in  the  Model  Houses  pre- 
viously  built  by  the  Society,  under  the  direction  of  the  honorary 
architect,  Henry  Roberts,  Esq.,  F.S.A.,  who  has  also  kindly  given 
his  professional  services  as  the  architect  of  this  building. 

In  most  parts  of  England,  the  cost  of  four  houses,  built  on  the 
plan  of  this  model  structure,  with  ordinary  materials,  and  finished 
similar  to  the  ground-fioor  apartments,  may  be  stated  at  440/.  to  480/., 
or  from  110/.  to  120/.  for  each  tenement,  contingent  on  the  facilities 
for  obtaining  materials  and  the  value  of  labour.  Such  dwellings,  let 
at  3*.  C)d.  to  4*.  a-week,  would,  after  deducting  ground- rent  and  taxes, 
afford  a  return  of  7  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  outlay.  Where 
hollow  bricks  are  obtainable  at  a  fair  price,  their  use  ought  to  effect 
a  reduction  of  about  25  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  the  brickwork,  or 
equal  on  these  four  houses  to  about  40/. 

Materials  and  Fittings  used  in  the  Building^  with  Addresses. 

The  unglazed  hollow  bricks  have  been  chiefly  made  by  Clayton's 
patent  brick  and  tile  machines,  to  which  the  prize  of  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society  of  England  was  awarded  in  1850.  The  process 
of  manufacture  may  be  seen  at  the  Atlas  Works,  No.  21,  Upper 
Park-place,  Dorset-square,  where  detailed  particulars  may  be 
obtained. 

The  patent  bonded  facing  bncks  generally,  and  those  used  in  the 
floors  and  roof,  were  made  at  Aylesford,  near  Maidstone ;  the  red 
patent  bonded  internal  bricks  at  the  Ruxley  works,  near  Eshefi 
Surrey;  and  some  of  the  partition  bricks  at  Mr.  Cubitt's  works, 
Pimlico. 

The  white  and  yellow  glazed  bricks  were  made  by  the  Ainslie 
machine,  at  Mr.  Ridgeway's,  Cauldon  Place  Potteries,*  Staffordshire. 
These  being  the  first  specimens,  the  actual  cost  at  which  they  are 
likely  to  be  hereafter  supplied  has  not  been  yet  ascertained.  Mr. 
Ridgeway  has  also  supplied  specimens  of  earthenware  pipes,  sinks, 
wash-hand  basins,  and  the  water-closet  pans. 

The  brickwork  was  executed  by  Mr.  S.  Grimsdell,]  Sun-streetf 
Bishopsgate-street. 

The  metallic  lava  covering  to  the  roof,  the  floor  lava,  and  the 
gravel  lava  to  the  front,  were  laid  by  Messrs.  Orsi  and  Armanie,  6, 
Guildhall  Chambers,  Basinghall-^treet. 

The  French  plaster  and  the  Portland  cement  floors  have  beep 
executed  by  Messrs.  J;  B.  White  and  Sons,  17,  Mill  ban  k-street, 
Westminster. 

The  tile  floors  in  the  left-hand  ground-floor  rooms  are  from  Mr. 
Peak,  Tunstall,  Staffordshire,  or  Macclesfield-street  South,  City-roful 
Basin.  Those  in  the  right-band  rooms  are  from  Messrs.  H.  and  R. 
Haywood,  Burslem,  Staffordshire,  and  No.  15,  South  Wharf,  Pad- 
dington. 

The  staining  fluid  used  for  the  wood-work  is  from  Ibbotson's 
Varnish  and  Colour  Works,  Hammersmith. 

All  the  traps  used  in  the  building  are  those  of  Lowe  and  Co., 
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Salford;  AgenU,  Meurs.  Kennard  and  Co.,  67,  Upper  Thames^ 
street. 

The  ventilators  are  made  by  Hart  and  Sonsi  58|  Wych-streeti 
Strand. 

The  bell-pull  apparatus  to  the  left«hand  water-closets  is  supplied 
by  J.  W.  Dann,  44,  Cromer-street,  Gray's-inn-road.  That  to  the 
right-handy  by  G.  Jennings,  29>  Great  Charlotte-street,  Blackfriars* 
road. 

The  stoves  in  the  left-band  groupd-floor  rooms  are  from  Mr.  Leslie, 
Conduit-street ;  in  the  right«-hand  room  is  the  "  Cottager's  Stove/' 
manufactured  by  D.  and  E.  Bailey,  272,  High  Holborn.  The  stove« 
in  the  left-hand  rooms,  first  floor,  are  from  Pierce,  of  Jermyn-street ; 
to  the  right-hand,  the  Prize  Cottage  Range,  by  Nicholson,  of  Newarky 
is  fitted  in  the  living-room,  and  suitable  stoves  in  the  bed-rooms, 
with  fire-brick  back,  and  cast-iron  chimney-piece,  by  the  same  maker. 

With  a  view  to  facilitate  an  extensive  adoption  of  the  plan  of  thi« 
building,  a  complete  set  of  lithographed  working  drawings,  exhibiting 
its  constructive  details,  has  been  prepared,  and  may  be  obtained  at 
the  Office  of  the  Society,  21,  Exeter-ball,  Strand. 


Observations  on  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Alberts  Cottages, 

[Extracted  from  The  Timet,  May  86. 1851.] 

In  connexion  with  the  Exhibition  we  have  several  times  drawn  atten- 
tion to  the  model  bouse  for  the  labouring  classes  erected  by  hjs 
Royal  Highnpss  Prince  Albert  at  the  Cavalry  Barracks,  Hyde  Park. 
The  subject  is  one  of  great  importance,  and  a  visit  to  the  building, 
which  is  now  completed,  will  be  found  very  instructive.  For  some 
time  past  a  lively  interest  has  been  taken  in  this  matter  by  the  most 
philanthropic  men  of  the  age,  for  both  in  town  and  country  the 
sanitary  defects  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  were  felt  to  be  a  reproach 
upon  our  civilization.  There  were  obstacles,  however,  in  the  way 
which  it  was  found  extremely  difficult  to  overcome.  In  the  first 
place,  the  question  of  expense  presented  itself.  Cottages  were  erected 
very  pretty  to  look  at,  and  a  vast  improvement  in  their  internal 
arrangements  on  the  old  forms  of  dwellings  in  use ;  but  when  they 
were  completed,  it  was  found  that  the  cost,  as  compared  with  the 
ordinary  rates  of  wages,  precluded  the  idea  of  their  e^i^tensive  adop- 
tion, and  that  as  trade  speculations  they  would  not  answer,  Con- 
siderate landlords  have,  nevertheless,  provided  in  mapy  instances 
convenient  and  comfortable  accommodation  for  their  workpeople, 
actuated  by  a  laudable  desire  to  see  them  comfortable;  and  the 
Society  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes  has 
erected  model  lodging-houses  in  different  parts  of  the  metropolis, 
which,  being  constructed  on  a  large  scale,  have  returned  a  fair  profit 
on  the  money  invested  in  them.  So  far  success  bad  been  achieved, 
but  it  was  necessary  to  carry  the  experiments  made  much  further 
before  any  pe^m^nfint  or  exteqsive  efiect  could  be  produced  in  the 
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objects  contemplated.  It  was  requisite  to  show  that  at  a  cost,  if  not 
smaller,  certainly  not  larger  than  that  at  present  incurred  for  building 
the  very  inadequate  houses  which  workmen  and  their  families  inhabit, 
houses  could  be  erected  giving  them  the  benefit  of  sanitary  arrange- 
ments, and  providing  for  their  increased  comfort,  cleanliness,  and 
domestic  decency.  The  rate  of  wages  in  this  country,  whether  in 
the  rural  or  town  districts,  leaves  but  a  small  margin  over,  after  the 
purchase  of  food  and  clothing,  for  rent  and  the  other  expenses 
attached  to  it.  This  sets  limits  to  the  outlay  in  building  labourers' 
tenements  which  cannot  be  transgressed,  and  the  consequence  has 
hitherto  been  that  they  have  been  compelled  to  live  in  abodes  totally 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  which  have  led  to  an  immense  amount 
of  prcventible  mortality  among  them.  Damp  walls  and  floors  did  one 
part  of  the  work  of  destruction,  and  over-crowded  rooms,  where 
cleanliness,  decency,  and  comfort  were  impossible,  the  rest.  At  this 
«tage  in  the  sanitary  movement  it  is  superfluous  to  say  more  on  these 
subjects,  as  their  evil  influences  are  admitted  on  all  hands.  The 
question  remained.  How  were  they  to  be  dealt  with — how  was  the 
working  man  to  be  provided  with  a  suitable  home  at  a  rent  which 
his  wages  permitted  him  to  pay  ?  It  was  found  that  the  inferior 
bricks  of  which  his  humble  tenement  was  constructed  held  water  like 
a  sponge,  and  that  from  one  of  them  as  much  as  a  pint  of  moisture 
could  be  extracted.  He  and  his  family,  therefore,  were  constantly 
undergoing,  night  and  day,  a  species  of  hydropathic  treatment  which 
doomed  them  to  inhale  damp  air,  wear  damp  clothes,  sleep  in  damp 
beds,  and  sufler  all  the  complicated  miseries  which  arise  from  walls 
streaming  with  water,  and  absorbing  the  rain  from  without,  and  the 
heat  of  the  fire  from  within.  That  was  one  great  difficulty  to  be 
overcome,  and  it  has  been  accomplished  in  a  very  successful  and 
ingenious  manner.  The  bricks  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
Prince's  model  houses  are  hollow,  whereby  their  strength  is  pre- 
served, at  the  same  time  that  the  necessity  for  lath  and  plaster  is 
removed,  and  perfect  dryness  secured.  Their  form  renders  them 
applicable,  not  only  for  side  and  partition  walls,  but  for  floors  and 
roofing  ;  and  by  glazing  their  surfaces,  the  most  ample  facilities  are 
given  for  cleanliness.  Each  room  can  be  washed  out  as  thoroughly, 
when  thus  constructed,  as  an  earthenware  dish,  and  fuel  is  not  use- 
lessly expended  in  warming  a  solid  mass  of  material  saturated  with 
moisture.  By  this  species  of  wall  ventilation,'  which,  singularly 
enough,  appears  to  have  been  practised  among  the  ancient  Romans, 
the  close,  fetid  smell  so  offensively  present  in  apartments  that  have 
been  over-crowded  for  some  time  after  they  are  vacated,  is  entirely 
got  rid  of.  Other  advantages  also  present  themselves,  for  buildings 
thus  constructed  obviously  become  fireproof,  and  hollow  bricks  are 
found  to  be  excellent  non-conductors  of  sound.  In  small  confined 
tenements  there  is  no  greater  source  of  discomfort  than  that  which 
arises  from  the  manner  in  which  the  slightest  noise  penetrates  through 
partitions  and  floorings ;  and  a  simple,  inexpensive  arrangement, 
which  protects  the  quiet  and  privacy  of  the  poor  man's  family,  is  a 
boon  of  immense  value  to  him.     The  use  of  hollow  bricks  is  thus 
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recommended  by  a  variety  of  considerations^  but  the  chief  benefit 
i^hich  it  confers  remains  to  be  stated.  By  it  a  saving  of  at  least 
one-third  is  effected  in  the  expense  of  ordinary  construction,  and 
quite  as  much  in  fuel  and  annual  repairs  and  insurance.  We  shall 
revert  to  this  point  again,  and  in  the  meantime  proceed  to  other 
matters  worthy  of  special  notice  in  the  arrangements  of  the  model 
houses.  One  peculiarity  which  strikes  the  visitor  is  the  avoidance  of 
expensive  woodwork,  and  the  employment  of  few  and  cheap  materials 
to  do  all  that  is  required.  The  plasterer  and  the  carpenter  are  almost 
entirely  dispensed  with,  and  mineral  manufactures,  in  one  shape  or 
other,  arc  resorted  to.  Everything  is  of  durable  material,  and  little 
liable  to  go  out  of  repair.  There  are  some  obvious  improvements 
which  might  be  made  in  the  construction,  and  some  economies  that 
might  be  effected  ;  for  the  building  is,  of  course,  experimental  in  its 
character,  and  does  not  claim  perfection, being  undertaken  by  his  Royal 
Highness  principally  to  stimulate  the  efforts  of  those  whose  position 
and  circumstances  enable  them  to  carry  out  similar  undertakings. 
Viewing  it  as  a  whole,  however,  the  visitor  will  not  fail  to  observe 
that  it  is  a  good  working  model,  not  a  mere  prettiness  expensively  got 
up  and  inapplicable  to  practice,  but  a  sincere,  honest,  and  sensible 
attempt  to  supply  a  design  for  the  style  of  architecture  suitable  to 
the  labouring  classes,  and  within  their  means  to  command  and  pay 
for.  It  is  adapted  for  the  occupation  of  four  families  of  the  class  of 
manufacturing  or  mechanical  operatives  residing  in  town  or  near  it. 
Each  tenement  is  arranged  on  precisely  the  same  plan,  having  a  well- 
lighted  lobby  or  porch,  a  living-room,  a  scullery,  a  water-closet,  and 
three  sleeping  apartments,  all  simply  but  effectually  provided  with 
convenient  fittings  for  domestic  comfort.  The  separation  of  the 
sexes,  and  of  parent  and  child,  is  complete.  Closets,  dust-bins,  sinks, 
safes,  shelves,  &c.,  are  included  in  the  plan.  The  ventilation  is  care- 
fully attended  to,  and,  above  all,  the  water-supply  is  not  neglected. 
Some  varieties  exist  in  the  manner  of  finishing  the  different  rooms, 
and  the  public  will  form  a  better  conception  of  the  care  with  which 
the  whole  has  been  got  up,  when  we  mention  that  nearly  a  dozen 
well-known  manufacturers  and  makers  have  been  laid  under  contri- 
bution for  suitable  materials.  Thus,  Clayton's  tile-machine  turns  out 
the  hollow  bricks,  Ridgeway  supplies  the  earthenware,  and  the  whole 
has  been  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Roberts,  honorary  architect  to 
the  Society  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes. 

We  come  now  to  the  questions  of  expense  and  profit, — from  rent, 
upon  which,  of  course,  the  success  of  the  experiment  turns.  The 
calculation  on  this  subject  is,  that  a  building  of  the  kind  can  be 
erected  for  400/.,  or  about  100/.  for  each  tenement;  and  that  a  pay- 
ment of  I*,  per  week  for  each  room,  or  about  Ss,  by  each  family, 
would  pay  7  per  cent,  and  cover  all  contingencies.  Now,  any  one 
who  knows  what  the*  house-rent  of  the  labouring  classes  in  London 
is,  must  regard  this  as  a  very  successful  result.  In  Church-lane, 
St.  Giles's,  3«.,  4*.,  and  5$,  per  week  are  paid  for  single  rooms  of  the 
same  size ,  and  in  these  abodes  of  vice  and  misery,  malignant  fevers, 
and  every  form  of  epidemic,  disease,  are  constantly  at  work,  doing 


90 


THE  LABOUBER's  FBISND. 


frightful  havoc.  Let  any  one  who  wbhes  to  understand,  in  its  true 
significance,  the  importance  of  that  movement  for  improving  the 
condition  of  the  labouring  classes  over  which  Prince  Albert  so 
appropriately  presides,  after  paying  a  visit  to  the  model  houses  at  the 
Knightsbridge  Barracks,  go  direct  to  Carrier-street,  or  Church-lane, 
or  Kennedy-court,  St.  Giles's,  and  he  will  learn  an  instructive  lesson 
from  the  contrast  thus  presented  to  him.  He  will  be  moved  with 
compassion  at  the  spectacle  of  such  squalid  misery,  and  with  gratitude 
that  at  the  Great  Exhibition  of  the  world's  industry,  the  hard  lot  of 
those  who  toil  in  the  lowest  grades  of  labour  is  not  forgotten.  At 
present  the  model  houses  are  only  accessible  by  order,  but  we  trust 
.soon  to  see  them  unreservedly  thrown  open  to  all  comers.  It  is  only 
in  that  way  that  those  whose  comfort  they  chiefly  provide  for  can  see 
them  properly ;  and  until  the  humbler  classes  themselves  enter  into 
the  schemes  and  plans  for  their  social  improvement  entertained  by 
those  above  them  in  station,  little  real  progress  can  be  made. 


MODEL  STRUCTURE  PLACED  IN  THE  EXHIBITION  OF 
THE  WORKS  OF  INDUSTRY  OF  ALL  NATIONS,  1851, 
(Class  27,  No.  124.) 


The  structure  represented  at  the  head  of  this  paper  is  intended  tp 
illustrate  one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  the  Society's  opera^ 
tions,  that  of  the  improvement  of  the  dwellings  of  the  Labouring  Cla^uh 
and  to  show  the  peculiar  constructive  arrangements  and  building  con- 
trivances adopted  by  the  Society  in  some  of  their  Model  Houses-— 
particularly  that  of  Hollow  Brickwork^  glazed  aqd  unglazed,  adapted 
for  external  and  internal  walls>.  chimney-sti^clpii  p^rtltiopp,  ^001:9  ind 
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roofs,  whereby  drynessi  warmth,  durability,  security  from  fire,  and 
deadening  of  sound,  are  obtained,  as  well  as  economy  of  copstruction 
to  the  extent,  as  compared  with  the  cost  of  common  brickwork,  of  at 
least  25  per  cent. 

The  longitudinal  bonded  wall  bricks,  invented  and  patented  by  Mr. 
Roberts,  the  Society's  honorary  architect,  secure  the  advantage  of  a 
perfect  bond  running  longitudinally  through  the  centre  of  the  wall,  all 
headers  and  vertical  joints  passing  through  it  are  avoided,  internal  as 
well  as  external  strength  is  obtained,  and  every  facility  given  for  the 
fixing  of  floor  plates  and  other  timbers ;  whilst  by  the  parallel  longi- 
tudinal cavities  ample  security  for  dryness  is  afforded,  and  great  faci- 
lity presented  for  ventilation,  as  well  as  for  the  conveyance  of  artificial 
heat,  and  for  the  transmission  of  bell-wires,  pipes,  &c.        sectiozt. 

The  annexed  section  shows  a  wall  nine  inches  thick  ; 
the  same  principle,  with  some  variation  in  the  form  of 
the  internal  bricks,  will  apply  to  any  thickness  of  wall. 
The  peculiar  splayed  form  of  these  bricks  adapts 
them  for  use  as  cornices  and  mouldings,  of  which  illus- 
trative examples  are  given  in  the  Model  Structure. 

The  bricks  of  which  the  walls  and  arches  are  con-      o'' . . . 

structed  were  chiefly  made  by  Clayton's  Patent  Brick 
and  Tile  Machine.     The  process  of  manufacture  may  be  seen  at  the 
Atlas  Works,  2],   Upper  Park-place,  Dorset-square,  where  detailed 
particulars  may  be  obtained. 

The  straw-coloured  bricks  were  made  at  Aylesford,  near  Maid- 
stone ;  the  red  bricks  at  Huxley,  near  Esher ;  the  grey  glazed  bricks 
were  made  by  Mr.  Seagar  of  clay  from  the  north  of  Pevon  \  apd  th^ 
white 'glazed  bricks  were  made  by  Mr.  Ridgeway,  at  the  Cauldou 
Place  Potteries,  Staffordshire. 

The  tile-floors  in  the  centre  and  right-hand  compartmepts  are  from 
Mr  Peak,  TunsUll,  Staffordshire,  or  Macclesfield-street  South,  City 
Road  Basin ;  those  in  the  left  from  Messrs.  H.  and  R.  Haywood, 
Burslero,  Staffordshire,  and  No.  15,  South  Wharf,  Paddingtop. 

The  fountain  hand-basin,  with  reservoir  beneath  it,  and  a  glazed 
earthenware  sink,  are  from  Mr.  Ridgeway,  who  also  exhibits,  in  the 
same  compartment,  specimens  of  hollow  tiles,  suitable  for  floors  and 
for  thin  partitions,  or  wall-linings. 

The  model  of  a  group  of  four  tile-kilns  is  exhibited  by  Mr.  Ridge- 
way, as  showing  a  compact  and  economical  arrangement  of  an  im- 
portant requisite  in  the  manufacture  of  hollow  bricks,  tiles,  &c. 

The  prize  cottage  range  and  fender,  set  in  the  centre  compartment  | 
and  the  bed-room-grate,  with  fire-brick  back  and  cast-iron  chimney** 
piece,  in  the  left-hand  compartment,  are  both  from  Mr.  W.  Nichokon, 
of  Newark. 

Various  specimens  of  ironmongery  suitable  fpr  cottages,  ipoluding 
the  window-light  of  zinc,  with  iron  frame  and  stay  fastening ;  also 
various  descriptions  of  ventilators  adapted  for  use  with  common  as 
well  as  with  hollow  brickwork. 

The  model  placed  in  the  central  compartment  exhibits  H.  R.  H< 
Prince  Albert's  Model  Housea  for  Four  FHQuliesi  erected  at  the  Hyde 
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Park  Barracks,  opposite  the  Exhibition  Building,  and  to  which  cards 
of  admission  are  given  to  visitors  by  the  attendant.  The  other  model 
in  the  left-hand  compartment  is  that  of  the  Model  Houses  for  48 
Families,  built  by  the  Society,  in  Streathara-street,  Bloomsbury. 

The  coloured  views,  with  plans  beneath  them,  exhibit  the  various 
model  houses  erected  by  the  Society  in  London,  for  the  inspection  of 
which  cards  of  admission  will  be  given  by  the  attendant. 

The  lithographed  working  drawings  are  the  designs  of  the  Society's 
Honorary  Architect,  published  by  the  Society,  with  a  view  to  pro- 
mote an  improvement  in  the  dwellings  of  the  working-classes  in  (owns, 
as  well  as  in  agricultural,  manufacturing,  and  mining  districts. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  LODGING-HOUSES. 

(From  the  Bmlder,  April  I9i/c) 

It  is  not  more  than  two  or  three  years,  we  should  think,  since  we 
had  to  complain  repeatedly,  not  only  of  the 'indifference  of  our  con- 
temporaries of  the  metropolitan  press  generally  to  all  our  efforts  in 
favour  of  an  improvement  in  the  construction  of  houses  occupied  by 
separate  families  as  lodging-houses,  but  even  of  a  positive  opposition 
in  the  shape  of  leading  articles  against  those  efforts,  in  which  little 
else  than  prejudice  and  misapprehension  assumed  the  form  and  place 
of  reason  and  fact.  It  is  not  a  little  gratifying,  therefore,  to  find  our 
leading  and  potent  coadjutor,  the  Times,  taking  up  the  cudgels  on 
our  side,  and  destroying  all  future  chance  of  further  success  to 
prejudice  and  error  on  this  subject. 

**  A  foreigner,"  says  the  Times,  "  from  any  European  metropolis, 
will  learn  with  surprise  on  visiting  this  country  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  or  two  edifices,  for  which  we  have  to  thank  a  band  of 
ardent  philanthropists,  there  are  no  such  things  here  as  several  suites 
of  apartments  for  as  many  separate  households,  architecturally 
arranged  in  one  building.  He  will  hear  that  the  window-tax  for  any 
such  building  mounts  up  as  rapidly  and  as  ruinously  as  it  would  for 
a  nobleman's  mansion,  while  colleges  and  inns  of  court  are  only 
saved  from  this  penalty  by  special  exemption.  He  will  notice 
that,  as  a  general  rule,  every  household,  contrary  to  all  the  sugges- 
tions of  economy,  occupies  its  separate  portion  of  the  earth's  surface; 
and  he  will  find  that  where  the  very  great  convenience  or  over- 
powering necessity  of  a  differing  usage  has  brought  several  families 
under  one  roof,  and  into  one  staircase,  it  is  in  the  case  of  old  man- 
sions, which,  as  thus  occupied,  are  almost  worthless  to  their  pro- 
prietors, costly  to  their  occupiers,  most  inconvenient  for  the  purpose, 
.  rendered  still  more  uncomfortable  to  reduce  the  window-tax,  and 
profitable  only  to  a  low  and  unscrupulous  class  of  hucksters,  who 
rent  such  houses  cheap,  in  order  to  sub-let  them  high,  and  who  con- 
cern themselves  as  little  about  the  character  as  they  do  about  the 
comfort  of  their  inmates.  Such  is  the  spurious  and  the  only  form  in 
which  nests  of  lodgings  for  the  poor  are  found  in  this  country.    Nay, 


THE  labourer's  FRIEND.  93 

the  very  word  *  apartment/  which,  in  the  French  original,  means  a 
separate  suite  of  rooms  sufficient  for  one  family,  has  lost  its  meaning 
in  this  country,  and,  by  a  singular  and  unmeaning  corruption,  has 
come  to  be  used  for  any  one  room." 

But  it  is  not  foreigners  alone  that  may  be  surprised  at  this ;  in  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  and  other  northern  towns  of  our  own  empire,  there 
are  numerous  streets  of  large  buildings  composed  of  suites  of  rooms, 
each  suite  as  separate  and  independent  as  if  it  stood  on  a  pavement, 
in  place  of  in  a  **  common  stair."  This  system,  we  have  often  said, 
is  what  the  metropolis  must  now  adopt.  It  has  already  spread  far 
beyond  all  reasonable  bounds  along  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and 
now,  like  the  great  Babel,  its  antitype,  it  must  aspire  heavenwards — 
it  must  increase  in  height  as  heretofore  in  length  and  breadth.  The 
very  value  of  the  ground  impels  toward  this  result. 

The  improvement  of  dwellings  for  the  poor  has  formed  a  subject 
of  discussion  in  the  Commons  within  the  last  ten  days,  on  a  motion 
by  Lord  Ashley  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  encourage  the  con- 
struction  of  lodging-houses  for  the  working  classes.  Leave  was  not 
only  granted,  but  a  most  favourable  feeling  evinced  towards  the  object 
in  view,  during  the  discussion  that  ensued  upon  Lord  Ashley's  dis- 
closure of  the  present  order  of  things,  on  which  he  enlarged  rather 
than  on  any  statement  of  his  views  and  hopes  for  the  future.  In 
reply  to  a  remark  of  Lord  C.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Labouchere  said  he 
hoped  shortly  to  effect  a  great  reduction  in  the  expenses  of  charters 
for  building  associations. 


LODGING-HOUSES. 

{To  the  Editor  of  the  Times.) 

Sir, — I  occupy  a  top  back-room,  at  a  rent  of  2s,  6d,  a  week,  in  a 
house  containing  twelve  apartments,  and  no  less  than  ten  families. 
The  apartments  arc  as  twelve,  the  tenants  as  ten,  and  the  '<  other  con- 
veniences"— a  term  not  requiring  explanation — as  one — barely  one ; — 
that  is  to  say, — one  sink,  one  dust-hole,  one  tap  in  the  back-kitchen, 
one  water-butt,  rotten  and  mouldy,  one  et  cetera,  disgusting  and  pes- 
tilential. The  odds  against  cleanliness,  decency,  and  to  some  extent 
even  morality,  are,  as  nearly  as  possible,  ten  to  one  in  this  tene- 
ment. You  may  imagine,  Sir,  with  what  joy  hundreds  of  individuals 
circumstanced  like  myself  perused  your  truly  charitable  article  of  the 
9th  instant,  on  the  propriety  of  removing  such  restrictions  as  may 
unfavourably  act  upon  the  improvement  of  the  dwellings  of  the 
poorer  classes,  and  with  what  eager  expectation  we  await  the  repe- 
tition of  your  powerful  assistance,  from  time  to  time,  until  you  shall 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  Legislature  responds  to 
your  truly  benevolent  views  in  this  important  matter.  Why,  Sir,  you 
may  think  it  a  strange  thing  for  a  man  to  assert,  but  I  do  assert  it, 
that  if  we  had  only  a  dust-shaft  carried  up  from  floor  to  floor  of  our 
house,  it  would  be  the  means  of  promoting  peace,  good-will,  and 
temperance  among  us.     It  would   be  tedious  and  impertinent  to 
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dwell  upon  the  quarrels,  the  scofBngs,  jeeriugs,  scoldings^  bickerings, 
add  fisticuffings  that  occur  from  the  insufficiency  and  awkward  dis- 
tribution of  our  **  other  conveniences" — the  running  of  husbands  to  the 
pot-house  over  the  way,  where  I  myself  too  often  am  driven  to  take 
dangerous  refuge — the  kicking  of  miscellaneous  infantry  into  the 
street — and  futile  expeditions  of  exasperated  matronhood  in  search  of 
invisible  policemen. 

When  the  row  begins — and,  indeed,  the  row  is  always  beginning— 
it  is  needless  to  inquire  the  reason  of  the  row :  the  row  is  always  the 
ten  contending  for  the  conveniences  of  the  one,  and  because  of  this 
the  house  is  perpetually  in  an  uproar.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
inquire  of  our  *^  deputy,'*  who  manages  this  house  and  others  of  the 
same  class,  why  something  could  not  be  done  to  mitigate  these  evils. 
I  was  overwhelmed  with  excellent  reasons,  quoted,  as  I  was  informed, 
from  the  Statutes  at  Large,  why  we  should  continue  in  our  discom- 
fortable  and  discreditable  condition. 

It  may  appear  exceedingly  presumptuous  in  a  man  occupying  a 
top  back-garret,  at  the  moderate  rent  of  half-a-crown  a  week^  to 
desire  or  expect  "other"  conveniences,  or  any  conveniences  at  all; 
but  I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that  there  are  wives,  daughters, 
sons,  husbands — a  humble  portion  of  society  at  large — in  question, 
and  that  the  evils  that  begin  with  the  discomfort  of  our  dwellings  b^ 
no  means  end  there. 

Society  ultimately  suffers  by  a  state  of  things  poor  persons  like 
us  cannot  prevent;  society  is  by  no  means  benefited  by  the  pre- 
vailing style  of  domestic  architecture,  which  drives  wives  into  a 
state  of  war,  husbands  into  a  state  of  beer,  and  children  into  a  state 
of  kennel. 

Society  will  find  that  it  is  dangerous  to  have  men  so  lodged  as 
that  their  lodgings  are  formidable  and  hateful  to  them,  and  that 
what  should  be  their  place  of  rest  and  domestic  comfort  is  mocked 
by  the  conveniences  of  the  workhouse,  the  hulk,  the  goal,  and  the 
barrack. 

Accept,  Sir,  the  heartfelt  gratitude  of  more  than  one  poor  man 
who  read  your  observations  on  this  vitally  important  subject,  and 
pardon  us  if,  while  thanking  you,  we  seem  to  assume  the  attitude  of 
«*  Oliver  asking  Ibr  more." 

I  am.  Sir,  yours  very  respectfully, 

Timea,  April  14, 1851.  OuT  OF  WoRK. 


LEEDS  MODEL  LODGING-HOUSE. 

WrilB  much  has  been  said  about  improving  the  condition  of  lodgiiig- 
bouses  for  the  humblest  classes,  and  some  philanthropical  under- 
takings for  the  purpose  have  been  entered  upon  elsewhere,  the  town 
of  Leeds  is  as  yet  indebted  to  the  benevolent  enterprise  of  a  single 
individual  for  the  Only  example  that  has  been  actually  made  here  to 
provide  a  temporary  home,  in  decency  and  comfort.  U)r  those  whose 
means  restrict  them  to  the  cheapest  class  of  lodgibgs.     The  other 
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day  we  had  the  pleasure  of  inspecting  the  large  house  in  Wellington- 
yard,  Kirkgatc,  which  Mr.  W.  Beckett  Denison  is  converting  into  a 
model  lodging-house.  Wellington-yard  is  a  nest  of  the  commonest  sort 
of  common  lodging-houses,  and  the  building  we  speak  of  was  hitherto 
occupied  as  a  lodging-house,  like  its  neighbours.  The  scene,  perhaps, 
comports  little  with  model  ideaSf  but  the  choice  of  auch  a  vicinage  is, 
we  think,  as  judicious  as  it  is  bold.  The  house  presents  itself  in  a 
customary  resort  of  those  for  whose  benefit  it  is  intended  ;  it  wears 
no  imposing  aspect  externally  to  deter  the  modesty  of  the  humblest 
and  poorest  applicant,  while  within  the  simplest  and  most  unpre- 
tending character  is  combined  with  the  orderly  arrangements  and  all 
appliances  for  substantial  comfort  and  wholesome  sojourn.  The  dor- 
mitories are  light,  cheerful  and  airy,  and  will  contain  seventy-five 
beds,  with  each  of  which  is  supplied  a  small  moveable  wardrobe  that 
will  also  serve  the  purpose  of  a  chair.  There  is  a  good  common  or 
sitting-room;  a  room  for  personal  ablutions,  with  a  bath,  and  nume- 
rous basins  hollowed  in  a  substantial  stone  slab,  each  furnished  with 
a  water  tap  and  plug;  a  good  kitchen  and  a  wash-house.  Adjoining 
the  common  room,  and  commanding  the  principal  entrance,  are  the 
private  apartments  of  the  superintendent  and  his  wife,  in  no  respect 
contrasting  with  the  general  accommodations  of  the  house  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  the  latter.  Much  of  the  success  of  the  undertaking  will 
depend  on  the  tact,  temper,  and  discretion  of  the  superintendent,  and 
great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  selection  of  the  person  to  fill  that 
office.  This  house  is  intended  for  the  reception  of  male  lodgers  only. 
In  addition  to  the  advantages  we  have  already  mentioned  of  the 
locality  chosen  for  this  experiment,  there  is  the  probable  effects  of 
example  upon  neighbouring  lodging-houses.  If  by  this  means  persons 
Who  make  a  business  of  keeping  lodging-houses  should  be  induced 
to  improve  their  arrangements  and  order,  the  benefits  will  extend  far 
beyond  the  actual  operations  of  the  philanthropic  projector.  Con- 
nected with  this  subject,  the  question  naturally  suggests  itself,  Why 
should  not  common  lodging  houses  be  subject  to  inspection  and 
regulation  by  proper  authorities,  as  is  the  case  in  Liverpool  and  some 
other  places,  to  prevent  over-crowding  and  filth,  which  gender  disease, 
and  promiscuous  huddling  together  of  the  sexes,  so  rife  with  moral 
contagion  ?  Indeed,  we  are  not  very  sure  that  the  254th  and  255th 
sections  of  the  Leeds  Improvement  Act  does  not  give  some  such 
power  to  the  police ;  they  certainly  recognise  the  principle,  which  is 
as  applicable  to  common  lodging-houses,  m  it  is  to  licensed  public- 
houses  and  beer  shops,  or  to  unlicensed  places  of  *'  public  resort, 
wherein  ready-made  tea  or  coffee,  provisions,  liquors,  or  refreshments 
of  any  kind  shall  be  sold  or  consumed,  whether  the  same  shall  be  kept 
or  retailed  therein  or  procured  elsewhere,"  which  places  may  at  any 
time  be  entered  by  the  officers  of  police,  and  the  keepers  of  them  are 
liable  to  penalties  for  permitting  certain  kinds  of  disorder.  The 
defect  of  the  law  seems  io  be  in  not  making  specifically  penal  those 

(practices  which  constitute  the  normal  evils  of  too  many  of  the  common 
odging-houses. — Leeds  Intelligencer, 
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ALLOTMENTS  AT  SUTTON  BONNINGTON. 

A  FIVE-ACRE  field  has  just  been  set  out,  in  this  village,  into  cot- 
tage allotments  of  one  rood  each,  making  the  fifth  now  under  the 
same  cultivation.  The  whole  of  these  allotments  have  been  taken. 
The  rent  is  to  be  after  the  rate  of  41.  per  acre,  free  from  all  rates, 
with  the  privilege  of  a  barn  on  the  ground  to  thrash  corn  in.  The 
land  has  been  well  ploughed  and  drained,  and  the  fences  put  into 
repair,  at  the  landlord's  (G.  B.  Paget,  Esq.)  expense,  previously  to  the 
occupants  taking  possession.  The  land,  which  is  situated  within  ten 
minutes'  walk  from  the  village,  is  of  excellent  quality  for  the  purpose. 
Since  the  above  system  has  been  in  operation  in  the  village,  it  has 
proved  very  beneficial,  not  only  to  the  labouring  classes,  but  abo  to 
the  large  rate-payers.  The  former,  particularly  since  the  revival  of 
trade,  are  now  enabled  to  grow  a  little  corn,  and  feed  a  pig  or  two 
every  year,  to  assist  them  in  bringing  up  their  families,  and  to  main- 
tain a  more  respectable  appearance.  To  show  the  desirableness  of 
introducing  the  sam^  system  into  other  parishes,  Hve  may  mention 
that  during  the  past  year,  with  a  population  of  above  1500  inha- 
bitants, there  has  been  but  one  rcOe,  of  tenpence  in  the  pound,  col- 
lected in  this  parish  for  the  relief  of  the  podr,  with  a  good  sum  as 
<*cash  in  hand*'  to  transfer  to  the  next  over#eer3.*-^J!for»«ii^  Post. 


Donations  and  Suhscriptionsy  from  the  ZOth  of  Aprils 

to  the  ZUt  of  May,  1851. 

•«*  Chose  tamt  to  which  (O.)  it  prefixed  are  Donationt  j  all  otben  art  Aimoal  Subicriptioiis. 

£    9,   d. 
Admiral  Hope,  per  Lord  Ashley,  M.P.  •    25    0    0 

T.  C.  Garth,  Esq.,  Hill-street,  Berkeley-square     ....  (D.)    25    0    0 

George  Pearce,  Esq.,  Blacklieath-park  .        \  .        .  (D.)     10    0    0 

W.  Miles,  Esq..  M.P.,  Hamilton-place  .  .        .  ..500 

Mrs.  EgertoD,  St.  James's-sqaare .        .  .        .        ...      5    0    0 

P.  Gardner,  Esq.,  Ventnor,  Iste  of  Wight      .         .        .        .       ;.  (IX)      5    5    0 

J.  Campbell,  Esq.,  Albert- place     »        .        .  ; .        .        .  (P.)      5    0    0 

H.  R.  Evre,  Esq.,  Shaw  House,  near  Newbury,  Berks  .  .        .220 

Sir  William  Gallwey,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Halkinstreet 110 

The  Marquess  Cfaoimondley 110 

The  Marchioness  Cholmondley     .  .        .        .        .110 

Mrs.  F.  Pratt,  Doctors*  Commons 10   0 

Col.  H.  Cartwright,  Upper  Brook-street       .        .        .        .        .        .110 

W.  N.  Alcock,  Esq.,  Gisburne-^rk,  near  Blackburn    .  .110 

Rer.  H.  J.  Wollaston,  Whittington,  near  Cheltenham  .        .        .        .110 

The  Marquis  Camden .        •      0  10   0 

T.  Demainbray,  Esq.,  Downhampney,  near  Cricklade,  Wilts         .        .      0  10   0 

Per  Mr,  H,  Martin^  Agent. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Stanhope 200 

ReT.  J.  C.B.Warren ...      1    1    0 

Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Sayill,  at  his  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  Parish  of 
St.  Paul,  Coyent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  pnblitbed 
by  John  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  where  all 
Communications  are  to  be  addressed. — Sold  by  Seeley,  Fleet  Stivet;  Nisbet  andCo.i 
Bemers  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  London. 
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SOCIETY  FOR  IMPROVINC  THE  CONDITION   OF 
THE  LABOURING  CLASSES^ 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  Seventh  Anniversary  of  this  Society  was  held  on  Monday, 
Jupe  30,  in  Freemasons*  Hall,  Great  Queen  Street.  The  Bight 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  in  the  Chair.  There  were  also 
present  on  the  platform — The  Marquis  of  Westminster;  Lord 
Haddo;  the  Earl  of  Feversham;  Earl  Groavenor,  M.P.;  Lord 
Viscount  Ebrington,  M.P. ;  Lord  Radstock ;  Admiral  Bowles ; 
the  Bishop  of  Manchester;  the  Hon.  W.  F.  Cowper,  M.P. ; 
Sir  Thomas  Hastings,  R.  N. ;  Hon.  and .  Rev.  S.  G.  Osborne ; 
Rob.  A.  Slaney,  Esq.,  M.P.;  John  D.  Paul,  Esq.;  Montagu 
Gore,  Esq. ;  Rev.  Dr.  Gumming,  &c.  &c. 

The  proceedings  having  been  opened  with  prayer,  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hatchard,  of  Plymouth, 

The  Chairman  rose  and  said  :-i-Ladie8  and  gentlemen,  this  Society, 
the  anniversary  of  which  we  are  now  celebrating,  is  at  last  so  well 
established  in  the  public  estimation,  that  nothing  more  is  required 
than  to  treat  these  meetings  as  convened  for  the  purpose  of  business. 
It  is  no  longer  necessary,  I  am  happy  to  say,  to  enter  into  a  state- 
ment of  our  principles,  to  endeavour  to  remove  any  objections,  and  to 
show  that  the  career  on  which  we  have  entered  is  one  calculated  to 
advance  the  very  best  interests  of  mankind,  in  their  social  and  tem- 
poral capacity.  You  remember  that  when  this  Society  was  in- 
stituted we  had  three  objects  before  us ;  one  was  the  promotion  of  the 
field-garden^  or  allotment  system  ;  another  was  the  improvement  of 
the  dwellings  of  the  working  classes ;  the  other  was  the  establish- 
ment of  loan  societies.  Upon  the  third  I  can  only  say,  as  we  have  said 
at  almost  all  our  meetings,  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  institute 
anything  that  is  satisfactory ;  but  upon  the  other  two  heads  we  can 
give  the  most  gratifying  reports.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  can  Aiow  that 
the  field-garden  system  has  been  very  greatly  extended,  and  ^^'''"^'P^^ 
wherever  it  has  been  extended,  it  has  worked  commensurate  befirffftsiv  ^x:-^^/\ 
There   is    present  to-day  a   gentleman   recently  returned  fo^kjie 

NO.  LXXXYI.  H  ^  L.  ! 
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Cify  m(  BkA,  m\m  iias  d«M>tei  lhe  ^ventir  yntt  dT  ma  acthFeiifein 
the  establishment  of  this  system.     I  shall  venture  to  call  upon  him,  in 
the  course  of  this  meeting,  Ikst  he  may  state  to  you  in  very  few  words^ 
as  he  is  obliged  to  quit  the  meeting,  the  results  of  his  experience.     It 
"wm  be  a  name,  1  am  sure,  well  known  to  the  friends  of  this  Society, 
when  I  name  to  you  Captain  Scobell.    (Cheers.)     The  great  matter 
ta  witteh  w«  hvro  ^ireofeed  our  aFttentkin,  i>e«OTwe  ft  was  that  mkndk 
vras  encompassed  with  the  greatest  difficulties,  is  the  improvement  of 
the  dwellings  af  the  worbhig  elawes,  Iwtfa  in  tenuis  and  m  llie  vural 
districts :  and  upon  Ibat  I  ^\nk  we  hatue  tm  make  a  most  satisfactory 
report.   I  will  just  give  you,  shortly^  the  business  details  of  this  ques- 
tion, that  you  may  see  how  well  this  experiment  has  answered,  which 
we  undertook  to  institute  when  we  founded  l!his  Society,  in  1645. 
The  return  on  the  whole  property  is  equal  to  about  4  per  cent.  «■ 
the  land,  and  on  the  balldings,  fittings,  and  furniture,  of  about  61 
per  cent.  (Hear,  hear.)    Now,  observe,  ^e  have  thereby  prored  w4iat 
we  undertook  to  prove,  that  in  worke  o£  this  kind  W'e  metAd  carry  inio 
effect  no  eleemo&vBary  principle,   no  mere  matter  of  charity ;   we 
would  make  it  an  affair  of  business,  instigated,  it  is  true,  and  governed 
by  A  sound  -and  aolemn  prioeiple,  but  one  that  ihctwreop  man  «nd  mmi 
should  be  purely  a  matter  sk  business,  «nd  ma  primale  speoalatHW. 
You  will  see  in'  this  that  there  is  no  building  speculation,  and  that 
there  is  no  private  interest  in  the  matter.     By  the  charter  which  has 
been  granted,  whatever  profiti  may  accroe  nuist  be  difected  to  tlie 
extension  of  the  system  and  the  designs  >of  the  Societj.     I  haire  4o 
announce  to  you,  that  all  our  houses  are  now  full,  and  full,  as  you 
may  see,  if  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  visit  Ibcm,  \inth  a  'decent, 
orderly,  and  happy  population.     (Hear,  hear.)    And,  moreover,  you 
will  find  that  the  payments   are  regular,  and  arc  made#  I  believe, 
without  difficulty  ;  and  I  am  certain  that  they  are  made  without  grudg- 
ing and  without  scruple.    (Haar,-hear.)     Now,  really,  I  must  impress 
upon  this  meeting  more  and  more,  as  the  result  of  growing  experienee 
the  absolute  and  the  indispensable  necessity^  if  you  wish  todo  perma* 
nent  good  to  your  people,  and  if  you  wish  to  enable  them  to  do  per* 
roanent  good  to  themselves,  to  direct  your  unremitting  attention  to 
the  condition  of  their  dwellings ;  I  believe  that  this  is  one  of  the  great 
social  questions  of  the  day.     I  believe  that,  considered  morally,  con- 
sideced  physically,  considered  in  the  lowest  sense,  financially,  it  is  a 
question  of  the  very  highest  and  of  the  very  greatest  importance. 
{Hear,  hear.)    No  person  who  has  perambulated  these  diatricts — who 
has  dived  into  the  cellars  or  mounted  into  the  garrets — who  has  gone 
into  the  honscs  right  and  left — who  has  given  but  one  day  to  the 
inspection  of  this  and  other  great  towns  of  the  kingdom,  can  have  the 
slightest  doubt  of  what  I  assert — that  the  condition  of  the  dwellings  iif 
the  people  lies  at  the  very  root  of  one  half  of  the  social,  physical,  and 
moral  mischiefs  that  beset  our  population.  (Hear,  heac)   The  fact  k, 
that  it  is  an  absolute  impossibility  for  persons  with  the  beat  inten* 
tions,  with  the  most  deanlj  habits,  and  with  the  most  regnlar^ate»<— 
I.  maintain  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  people  of  that  descqp(M» 
i»tien  brought  into  localities  such  as  tliose  whicb  I  junr  dcMobe^ 


ol  vrhkh  nuDf  bh^  be  seen  witfata  a  gon-skat  ol  diis  great  HM 
wbere  we  sre  now  Mseoxbled — ^l  BMistam  thai  it  is  utterly  ianpea- 
aiUe  for  tbeiit  to  carry  into  effect  any  ooe  of  tlicir  orderiy  habits^  or 
to  redace  to  practice  ike  principles  that  they  may  hare  acqviml. 
(Hear,  hear.)     And  I  say  this,  became  i  often  hear — and  1  have 
oa  doabi  tiiat  there   are   gentlemen    on    this   platform  who   will 
eoDcar  with  me— i  oUten  hear,  from  parties  who  know  nothing  at 
ail  of  the  matter  about  which  they  sipeak — (and  that  is  one  of  tine 
greatest  evils    which    we    have    to    coBtend    with) -^cmeombical 
pefsoos   put  forth    their    princsples,   and  make    their    staftementSy 
and   raise   their  objections^  not    baYiag  a  notion,   or   the   sitadow 
of  a  notion^  of  the  subject  which  they  are  handling, — ^I  have  beard 
sueh  persoas  say — **  Why,  really,  after  all,  it  is  the  foalt  of   the 
poor  themselves — it  is  the  foolt  of  the  working-peopie  theoiselves ;  if 
they  choose  to  be  cleanly  they  can  be  cleanly  ;  water  is  at  hand,  and 
they  may  make  nse  of  thai  water."     I  deny  the  proposilion*     Water 
i»  not  at  hand.    In  very  many  parts  of  this  great  metropolis,  water  is 
more  rare  than  wine  is  in  this  place..    I  maintain,  that  in  many  phie& 
water  is  not  to  be  had,  even  by  paying  for  it     I  know  that  of^en,  in 
those  places  where  it  is  to  be  had,  it   must  be  at  the   expense   of 
'  the  most  intc^erable  trouble,  and  I  may  say,  almost,  of  the  most  in- 
tolerable suffering  ;  and  when  it  is  had,  it  is  of  such  a  cltaracter,  that 
no   person  here  would  wash  his  favourite  dog  or  his  favourite  cat 
in  such  a  mess  of  nastiness.  (Hear,  hear.)     Well,  then,  again  you  say 
it  b  tlieir  fault     I  remark  upon  this,  because  a  person  with  the  ver^' 
best  intentions  did  make  that  remark  the  other  day,  in  respect  of  a. 
locality  which  I  visited  last  Saturday  week.     She  was  a  lady  of  very 
dbtinguished  talents,  very  distinguished  as  a  writer,  and  having  the^ 
be&t  intentions;  but  she  happens  to  be  among  those  who  hitherto 
have  not  had  much  peisonai  experience   of  these  matters*     I  am 
happy  to  say,  that  she  was  good  enough  to  visit  that  locality,  and  she 
then  came  back  with  the  full  conviction  that  it  was  not  the  fault  of 
the  poor,  but  that  it  was  the  fault  of  those  who  ought  to  give  the 
poor  all  those  things  to  which  they  have  an  undoubted  and  an  inalicn-' 
able  right.  (Cheers.)     Well,  now,  talk  about  its  being  their  fault, 
indeed  I  .Pray,  is  it  their  fault  tiiat  tliey  cannot  improve  the  sewerage 
of  this  great  metropolb  ?     Is  it  their  fault   that  they  have  those 
enormous  masses  of  filth  in  their  houses,  in  the  alleys,  and  in  the 
cellars  ?     Is  it  possible  for  then^  to  remove  those  prodigious  accumu* 
lations  that  are  fostering  in  such  a  way,  that  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say, 
that  it  is  a  miracle  of  every  day,  of  every  hour,  nay,  of  every  second, 
in  God's  mercy,  that  we  are  not  visited  by  a  pestilence  that  would 
devastate  and  carry  off  nine*tenths  of  this  population.  (Hear,  hear.) 
I  can  only  say,  that  when,  last  Saturday  week,  I  visited  Tyndalfs 
Court,  in    Gray's-inn   Lane,  so    intolerable   was    the  stench,   that 
although  I  went   with  a  most  practised   physician,   a   man    whose- 
nose  is  positively  obdurate  and  hardened  by  long  experience,  he- 
actually  could  not  remain  in  that  place  with  me  for  a  space  oi  time 
equal  to  two  minutes?     is  it  in  the  power  of  these  peopie  to  remove 
these aceamilatioBe  of  ftbk  ?    I  kmmm  that maaf  have  attempted  it; 
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and  I  know  of  roy  own  knowledge  many  who,  having  come  up  from 
the  country  and  taken  these  lodgings,  have  begun  by  various  efforts 
to  remove  the  filth  from  their  doors  and  their  streets,  but  at  last» 
owing  to  the  extreme  difficulty,  to  the  impossibility  of  doing  so,  in 
consequence  of  the  recurring  mass  of  filth  that  appeared  again  the 
day  ader  they  had  removed  it,  they  gave  it  up  as  .a  hopeless  effort, 
and  they  have  themselves  sunk  down  to.  a  level  with  all  the  rackless, 
filthy,  miserable,   and  pining  creatures  around  them.     Really,  this 
is  a  matter  of  very  great  importance.     You  hear  a  great  deal  in 
the  present  day  about  giving  education  to  the  people — and  God 
be  praised  that  there  is  that  feeling;  you  hear  a  great  deal  about 
elevating  the   working-classos,   and   I  again   say,   God  be   praised 
that  we  hear  so  much  discussion  on  that  subject ;  but,  depend  upon 
it,  you  are  giving  yourselves  a  vast  deal  of  trouble.     If  you  will  but 
take  care  that  the  working-classes  are  placed  in  a  proper  condition  of 
health,  and  of  decency,  and  of  cleanliness,  and  of  comfort,  you  may 
rely  upon  it,  that  the  working-classes  of  Great  Britain  will  take  very 
good  care  to  elevate  themselves,  and  will  not  be  by  any  means  indif- 
ferent to  the  moral  improvement  of  their  children.  (Hear,  hear.)  Here 
is  a  Report  which  has  just  been  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons 
by  the  Board  of  Health.     It  was  made  by  Mr.  Grainger,  an  officer  of 
the  Board  of  Health.     "  In  consequence  of  a  statement  having  been 
made  to  our  Board,  that  there  was  a  very  peculiar  form  of  inter- 
mittent fever  in  St.  Giles's,  we  requested  Mr.  Grainger,  who  is  a  gen- 
tleman of  vrry  considerable  experience,  and  a  medical  man,  to  visit 
the  place,  and  to  make  a  report  to  us  upon  it."     He  has  reported 
upon  several  places,  and  among  the  rest  he  makes  a  report  on  this 
famous  Tyndall's  Buildings.     I  need  not  detain  you  with   a  long 
account  of  what  he  says,  but  it  is  something  so   incredible,  that 
although   I   knew  the   accuracy   of  my  friend  Mr.   Grainger,  and 
although   I  have'  had  some  experience  of  this  metropolis,  I  could 
hardly  believe  that  what  he  had  stated  was-  altogether  accurate,  so 
I  went  with  Dr.  Southwood  Smith,  that  I  might  see  and  smell  for 
myself;  and  I  assure  you,  that  when  you  read  this  Report,  you  will 
read   that  which   is   rather    under-stated    than    over-stated,   when 
contrasted  with  the  reality  of  the  abominations.     But  look  at  the 
effects.     I  find,  from  the  records  of  the  Fever  Hospital,  that  from 
February  18th  to  May  31sf,  no  less  than  67  cases  of  fever  came  from 
that  district  alone  ;  tliat  11  came  from  one  house;  and  that  yp  to  the 
date  of  June  2drd,  84  cases  of  fever  had  occurred  in  that  district, 
and  they  were  coming  in  daily.     Well,  now,  that  of  itself  is  a  prodi- 
gious evil.     It  is  a  prodigious  evil,  taken  in  reference  to  us,  who  yet^ 
by  God's  blessing,  are  enjoying  a  sound  state  of  health  ;  but  let  me 
tell  you,  it  becomes  a  very  serious  evil  indeed  with  the  great  mass  of 
these  working  classes.     This  fever,  which  is  engendered  by  the  filthy 
state  in  which  they  live,  falls  principally  on  the  heads  of  families. 
And  what  is  the  result?     Why,  that  in  the  course  of  a  short  time, 
you  have  families  who  hitherto  have  been  in  a  decent  condition,  the 
husband  and  wife  perhaps  making  ample  wages,  deprived  of  father 
or  of  mother,  or  perhaps  of  both,  and  you  have  a  whole  masi  of 
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children  sent  in  a  state  of  hopeless  destitution  to  the  union  or  to  the 
workhouse.  (Hear,  hear.)  However,  to  see  the  effect  which  your 
Model  Lodging-houses  have  produced,  just  contrast  the  state  of 
disease  and  filth  to  be  found  in  all  these  localities,  with  the  state  of 
ihe  health  and  cleanliness  of  the  people^  in  the  Model  Lodging- 
Houses.  Mr.  Grainger  has  been  good  enough  to  go  over  these 
houses  himself,  and  to  make  a  report  of  them.  He  talks  of  two 
lodging*houses,  in  George-street  and  Streatham-street,  and  he 
says — <<  I  am  informed  that  not  a  single  case  of  ague  or  typhus 
fever  of  any  kind  had  occurred  among  the  inmates  amounting  to 
three  hundred  and  forty-three;''  and  yet  these  two  houses  are 
planted  in  the  very  centre  of  that  locality  where  this  intermittent 
ague  was  raging.  He  likewise  says,  that  the  general  result  of  all 
tliese  model  buildings,  including  the  model  buildings  set  on  foot 
by  the  Metropolitan  Association  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Dwel- 
lings of  the  Labouring  Classes — an  association  which  I  most  heartily 
wish  were  well  encouraged — for  it  is  quite  capable  of  itself,  if  it  be 
well  encouraged,  to  apply  a  remedy  to  a  vast  proportion  of  these 
evils.  He  says — ''Upon  questioning  the  inmates,  they  uniformly 
stated,  that  they  and  their  families  had  good  health,  and  several  of 
them  added  that  their  health  had  improved  since  they  became  tenants.*' 
That  is  the  general  case.  I  find  it  stated  :  ^  l^rom  the  evidence 
I  have  received,**  he  says,  "  it  appears  that  in  sis  out  of  seven  of  these 
establishraentSy  including  the  Lodging-houses  for  Single  Men,  and 
containing  about  957  persons,  there  has  not  been  a  single  case  of 
typhus  since  they  were  opened  ;  whilst  in  the  Metropolitan  Buildings, 
which  have  been  opened  upwards  of  three  years,  and  has  an  average 
population  of  550,  there  has  been  but  one  death  from  low  fever ;  so 
that  out  of  a  total  of  1507  persons,  one  case  only  of  typhus  has 
occurred  since  these  institutions  were  provided  specially  to  test  the 
value  of  sanitary  arrangements.  Now,"  he  adds,  *'jost  look,  for  the 
sake  of  illustration — if  the  1507  of  the  working  population  of  the 
model  buildings,  several  of  which  are  situated  in  the  most  crowded 
and  unhealthy  parts  of  London,  and  where,  as  in  Church-lane,  fever 
prevails,  be  contrasted  with  the  working  population  of  Liverpool, 
about  sixty  cases  of  low  fever  ought  to  have  occurred  annually, 
and  yet  there  is  but  one  case  from  the  beginning.'*  And  by  that 
answer  you  will  see  what  is  the  physical  condition  of  those  who 
now,  by  your  kindness,  have  been  enabled  to  lodge  in  these 
comfortable  buildings.  But  the  moral  effects  are  just  the  same ; 
for,  depend  upon  it,  the  moral  effects  and  the  physical  effects 
are  intimately  connected;  and  in  nothing  will  you  see  this  more 
strongly  than  in  habits  of  intoxication.  1  am  convinced,  from  what 
1  have  seen  and  heard — and  I  have  seen  a  good  deal  myself,  and 
I  have  the  testimony  of  Scripture  Readers*  and  City  Missionaries  on 
this  point — that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  habits  of  intoxication 
in  these  localities  arises  from  the  low  sanitary  state  of  the  people. 
They  are  depressed  by  the  foul  air  they  breathe,  and  all  the  noxious 
influences  that  are  ever  ravaging  their  constitution.  But  hear  the 
experience  of    the  model   buildings.      Here  is  the  testimony  of 


102  m 

Mr.  CaB^Usad,  •£  St  Pftoentf-road  bniklkigi,  wluch  lanre  bcea  opeoed 
opwanb  of  tkiee  yean,  wbo  slates  ^'Ibat  the  adolts  are  sober  aB« 
wd^eandected  orfy  ibvr  caaes  ci  siseoBdacty  all  dreakeancaf,  haw 
eceorred  since  the  <^ieaiiig."  Mr.  ConangtoB,  of  Streatham-atree^ 
aajs-— ''  At  pceseot  the  teoaots  are  all  very  wdl  eoBdected,  there  is 
BO  trooble,  no  aanoyanee^  as  to  manageflseot."  Howerer,  that  is  ike 
iaTaariable  teslMBony*  I  need  not  read  any  more  extracts— one  iostanee 
is  as  good  as  a  hoadred,  apd  I  coeld  foniish  yoo  with  a  hvndre^l— 
nayt  with  a  thousand — if  it  were  necessary. 

Yob  hare  idl  seen,  no  doubt,  in  the  perik,  those  very  pretty 
cottages  that  have  been  buflt  at  the  expense  of  Prince  Albert,  the 
president  of  this  InstitotioB,  for  the  purpose  of  illastratii^  the  prin- 
ciple that  this  Society  has  put  forth,  and  of  proving  the  economy  with 
which  they  have  been  bvttt,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  may  be 
adapted  to  the  working  dasses.  I  hare  no  doubt  that  in  the  coarse  of 
a  very  short  time  the  expense  of  constructing  soch  houses  as  these  w31 
be  very  greatly  reduced.  As  it  ii^  they  have  been  constructed  at  a  Tery 
low  rate;  and  I  think  that  we,  as  members  of  this  Society — nay,  that 
the  whole  community — must  feel  very  deefdy  indebted  to  Pnnee 
Albert  for  the  interest  he  has  shown,  and  the  Uberality  he  has  mani- 
fested, in  undertaking  the  whole  of  these  buildings  at  his  own  expense. 
(Cheers.)  In  mentioning  these  cottages,  I  cannot  fM'bear  mentioning 
wnder  whose  superintendence  they  have  been  built.  The  honorary 
architect  of  our  Society  was  also  the  honorary  architect  of  these  build- 
ings ;  and  I  really  must  be  allowed  to  say  to  this  Society,  that  the 
aervices  of  that  gentleman,  Mr.  Henry  Roberts,  are  &r  beyond  any 
praise  that  I  can  give.  When  I  tell  you  that  a  man  of  his  science 
and  occupation  has  devoted  the  greater  proportion  of  his  time  gratui- 
tously, since  the  year  18459  oot  only  in  giving  plans,  but  in  snper- 
intending  the  construction  of  all  the  various  lodging-houses — nay 
more,  giving  his  time  to  attend  all  our  committees,  and  taking  upon 
himself  the  toil  and  the  labour  of  almost  a  cleric.  You  will  agree 
with  me  that  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  his  services  by  any  pecuniary 
consideration,  for  they  are  morally  ten  times  more  valuable  than  any 
money  he  could  have  bestowed.  (Cheers.)  Just  before  I  conclude^  I 
should  like  to  open  to  this  Society  a  new  scheme,  that  I  can  hardly  say 
is  yet  the  scheme  of  the  committee,  for  I  do  not  know  that  they 
altogether  approve  of  it ;  however,  it  is  a  little  theory  of  my  own,  and 
I  will  propound  it  to  you,  because,  should  you  entertain  an  objection 
to  it,  you  will  be  good  enough  to  state  it,  and  that  will  be  a  guide  to 
the  committee,  in  the  judgment  which  they  may  form.  We  have 
made  experiments  of  various  kinds,  and,  thank  God  I  they  have  all 
succeeded.  We  have  made  experiments  of  all  kinds  of  houses.  We 
have  a  house  for  single  women ;  we  have  single  houses  for  families ; 
we  have  large  houses  for  the  reception  of  single  men;  we  have 
likewise  taken  old  houses,  and  adapted  them,  to  show  in  what  way 
old  buildings  could  be  suited  to  the  purpose,  and  how  we  can, 
with  a  much  less  outlay  of  money,  although  we  do  not  give 
the  same  convenience,  at  all  events  very  much  improve  the  coa- 
dition  of  the  people.  (Hear,  hear.)    But  there  still  nmaias  aaothtr 
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ezperunent  ta  ha  amde;  anditlg  Uus.  I  want  very  jiuiish  to  slM^wto 
the  public  thai  ihej  Iulvb  the  meaaag  if  tJbej  wiUL  ai  a  rery  swuJl 
eipetkae,  af  imfuovlog  v«iy  ealesaive  localiiiaa.  Nov,  I  wiU  take^  IInt 
iartfaance — wiiat  court  shali  I  uame  ?  I  xiace  aay  aoBM  one  bei^  koawa 
Laioelles-^ottrty  In  St.  CdMs — or^  if  they  would  like  to  go  and 
gaatifjr  ilieflwelvaa,  in  tkis  very  iiot  weather^  lei  iheai  take  a  walk  to 
Tyadaira  BuUdinga.  Tkejce  ibey  will  see  a  naia  of  illJbuilt  houaea, 
without  sewerage,  without  yentiUtiaa,  It  ia  a  £ul  de  ^ac  ;  jou  cbm 
gat  in  at  one  end,  but  tbere  are  no  meana  of  getting  oaU  At  the  other ; 
and  ao  fearful  hvrt  tba  hnikieni  been  that  theca  abouU.be  anyihiog 
like  ventilation^  or  a  free  luorreni  af  air,  that  in  maay  ioataaoea  thn 
if^roaeh  to  theaa  abominable  j^eaates  ia  so  lew»  that  you  are  obliged 
to  curve  your  back,  and  go  ia  at  a  i%bt  Migfa^  lilon^  what  I  poropoae 
ia  thLi — that  the  Spcie4f  alhouid  take  one  of  tiieaecattrta,  which  I  dava 
aay  they  could  do  very  cheaply^  eithfir  bj  pvrchaae  or  by  long  leaseat 
improve  the  eatnaee,  break  down  a  honae  at  the  end  to  destroy  the 
cut  de  saCf  and  make  it  a  thoroughfare  for  huinan  beings— -4mprova 
the  sewerage  andj  dmioa^,  and  the  internal  arrangeniAnts  of  the 
houses,  by  givii^  them  everythMig  sa^juiaed  for  decency,  and  for 
oomlA^rt.  Yaik  will  let  ont  those  houaea  again  to  the  very  same 
people,  £ar  tba  aame^  or  fcr  a  mueh  lowar  rent;  and  you  will  have 
done  that  at  so  small  a  eaatp  that  i  bdieye  you  will  induce  a  great 
many  people  to  contribute  their  money,  because  they  will  see  that  for 
a  few  hundred  pounds  you  really  can  confer  an  inestimable  benefit 
on  a  population  of  thousands.  (Cheers.)  And  this  will  have  another 
advantage.  Observe— 4II  that  we  faave  heea  hfitfkeito  able  to  do  has 
reached  only  a  certain  class  of  the  population — a  class  that  can 
pay  from  7s»  to  -Sa.  ^d,  a-week.  But  tber«  ia  a  vast  xuasa  of  the 
population  below  that,  who  aite  equally  entitled  to  o«r  care— nay,  I 
think,  owing  to  their  necessities,  more  entitled  to  our  carie.  (Hear, 
hear.)  That  pojpiilalioa  may  be  seaabed  by  aueh  4i  pUn  as  this.  I 
do  not  know  in  what  «lher  way  you  caa  reach  tliem  ;  bat  j^re  I  aai, 
Ckhu  the  obaervatioa  whieh  I  haiFe  made  of  these  courts  and  alleyi, 
thai  the  pflpulatioa.  Hviag  la  then  anay  be  reached  in  this  way.  You 
BMty  reatere  then  to  Iheir  houaes,  iu  a  vaatly  iaaproved  ajckd  cleanly 
eeaditioB,  with  the  poasibiiity  of  keeping  cleanly ;  and  you  may  place 
them  in  Chose  houses  cot  only  at  the  aaae,  but,  I  am  convinced,  at  a 
very  UMieh  reduced  i«nt.  If  that  he* taken  conjointly  with  the 
meaaane  that  haa  now  very  nearly  paased  both  houses  of  parliament, 
a  measure  for  the  superintendence  and  cleaaaing  of  the  low  lodging- 
houaes  of  this  and  aU  the  other  gneat  towaa,  de^d  upon  It  jou  will 
have  entered  on  a  new  career,  and  one  from  which,  i  a°i  aanguine 
enough  te  brieve,  yen  ihU  derive  ^eat  and  permaaent  beoefiL  Now, 
you  aaay  juat  iSarni  a  notion  of  what  theae  low  lodging-houses  are. 
My  friend,  Mr.  Mayne,  has  given  me  a  retara  of  those  within  the 
flietropolitan  distctiot  of  paliea.  He  finds  479  lod^ing-houses,  and  in 
those  lodging-bousaa  there  aleep  eveiy  night  aot  liMr  abort  of  id^OOO 
people,  very  many  of  them  sleeping  48  in  a  room — ^ia  a  room  that  I 
Maid  net  ataad  mpd(^  ui.  Kaiw,«bat  ia  the  new  fflan  whieh  I  am 
ihat  Abe  Soeidy  ihMU  aadartaha     We  hare  aoMda  manf 
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experimei^s  on  almott  ererj  other  point,  and  I  think  thb  is  a  nudter 
wdl  worthj  of  onr  consideration ;  and  sure  I  am,  that  thb  and  any 
other  effort  of  the  lund  is  well  worthy  ererj  experiment  we  can 
make,  any  trouble  we  can  bestow,  and  anj  money  we  can  dis- 
burse ;  for  I  do  feely  from  the  rerj  bottom  of  my  heart,  that  if  ths 
question  be  undertaken  in  a  true  spirit,  and  with  a  right  fidth  toVards 
God,  it  is  a  work  that  to  him  will  be  acceptable,  and  to  man  I  know 
it  will  not  be  unprofitable.  (Loud  cheers.) 

The  Secbetaby  then  read  letters  of  apology  from  the  following 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  : — ^Duke  of  Argyll ;  Bishop  of  London  ; 
Lord  Eldon ;  Marquis  of  Blandford ;  Eari  of  Chichester ;  Eari  of 
Carlisle ;  Lord  Overstone ;  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  Bart ;  Rt 
Hon.  Sidney  Herbert;  W.  Maekinnon,  Esq.,  M.P.;  W.  Miles,  Esq., 
M.P. ;  J.  H.  H.  Foley,  Esq.,  M.P. ;  Sir  J.  W.  Copley,  Bart. ;  Samuel 
Gomey,  Esq. ;  J.  C.  Colquhoun,  Esq. ;  John  Labouchere,  Esq. ; 
R.  C.  L.  Beran,  Esq.;  Hon.  and  Rev.  H.  M.  Villiers;  C.  Baring; 
W.  W.  Champneys,  he.  Sec* 

The  Chaibman  said  he  had  received  a  note  from  Lord  Fortescae, 
expressing  his  very  hearty  t^mcurrence  with  all  the  objects  of  the 
Society,  and  regretting  that,  in  consequence  of  his  necessary  attend- 
ance on  a  railway  committee,  he  was  unable  to  attend  the  meeting. 

The  Secbetaby  read  the  following  Report  :— 


SEVENTH    REPORT. 

The  Report  of  the  progress  of  this  Society  during  the  past  year, 
may  with  propriety  adopt  a  style  of  greater  succinctness  than  hereto* 
fore. 

The  objects  of  the  Society  no  longer  need  to  be  dwelt  upon,  or  jus- 
tified, or  explained  ;  nor  do  its  plans  of  operation  require  to  be  shown 
to  be  reasonable  and  expedient.  Your  Committee  trust  that  they  may 
look  back  on  the  past  with  such  satisfaction,  and  with  such  thankful- 
ness for  the  Divine  blessing  hitherto  vouchsafed  to  them,  as  to  feel  no 
occasion  for  argument  or  proofs  to  establish  the  truth  of  the  views 
they  have  entertained,  or  to  make  it  clear  that  the  course  which  they 
have  followed  has  been  a  wise  and  a  right  one.  Without  preface, 
therefore,  they  will  at  once  enter  on  the  statement  of  their  proceed- 
ings during  the  past  year. 

The  Committee  have  the  satisfaction  of  stating,  that  in  December 
last  a  Royal  Charter  of  Incorporation  was  granted  to  the  Society, 
the  effect  of  which,  as  it  confers  all  the  usual  privileges,  will  be  to 
facilitate  and  extend  its  operations,  and  to  impart  strength  and  sta- 
bility to  it  as  an  Institution. 

In  the  earliest  field  of  the  Society's  labours— that  of  the  extension 
of  the  Cottage  Allotment  system — the  progress  of  the  past  year  has 
been  satisfactory. 

At  Dover,  7  acres  have  been  divided  among  56  tenants ;  at  Strood, 
6  acres  have  been  divided  among  43  tenants;  at  Tonbridge  Wells» 
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13  acres  among  70  tenants;  at  Sutton  (Surrey),  15  acres  among  60 
tenants ;  and  at  Ramsgate,  the  Society  will  enter  at  Michaelmas  upon 
about  12  or  13  acres,  which  will  probably  be  divided  among  nearly 
100  tenants.  The  summary,  then,  of  this  portion  of  th6  Society's 
operations  will  stand  thus — 


County. 

Parisb. 

Acres. 

Allotments. 

Bucks     

Cholesbury 

... 

8 

... 

20 

Dorset    ... 

Yetminster 

... 

25 

... 

1S5 

Hereford 

Leominster 

... 

12 

... 

60 

Kent       

Chatham              .,. 

... 

11 

... 

40 

Dover 

... 

7 

... 

56 

Hadlow         

••• 

20 

... 

100 

>HemeBay  ...     ... 

... 

4 

... 

76 

Margate       

... 

13 

... 

124 

Strood 

.... 

6 

... 

43 

Tunbridge  WcUs... 

... 

13 

... 

70 

West  Mailing       ... 

20 

.. 

50 

Ramsgate     ^..     ... 

... 

12 

... 

100 

Middlesex      ... 

Edgware      -,.     ... 

... 

11 

... 

40 

Winchmore  UUl  ... 

,,, 

4 

... 

32 

Northampton... 

Deqton        

... 

8 

••• 

74 

Surrey     ...     ,„ 

Rushet  Waste      ... 

••• 

4 

.«• 

16 

Tal  worth      

... 

8 

«.• 

20 

Sutton          

••• 

15 

... 

60 

201  1116 

The  increase  upon  the  former  year  thus  appears  to  be  nearly  400 
additional  tenants.  But,  ais  the  Committee  have  remarked  on  former 
occasions,  the  good  done  by  the  Society's  operations  in  this  depart- 
ment would  be  very  inadequately  estimated  by  any  view  confined 
to  its  own  acts.  It  is  chiefly  by  example  that  its  labours  are  effectual ; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  owing  to  its  published  reports  of  the 
benefits  derived  from  the  allotment  system,  thousands  of  field-gardens 
are  now  under  cultivation  by  the  labouring  classes  in  all  parts  of 
England. 

The  other  leading  branch  of  the  Society's  labours  has  naturally 
attracted  more  attention  within  the  last  year  or  two ;  partly  from  the 
large  expenditure  devoted  to  it,  and  partly  from  these  works  being 
mostly  brought  within  the  public  view,  in  populous  and  frequented 
parts  of  the  metropolis.  The  experiments  carried  on  by  your  Com- 
mittee, in  improving  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  chiefly  in  large  towns, 
have  proved  so  remarkably  successful,  that  it  has  naturally  happened 
that  these  works  have  occupied  the  chief  place  in  the  public  eye. 

The  establishments  belonging  to  the  Society  in  London,  during  the 
past  year,  have  been  these : — 

1.  A  small  lodging-house,  renovated,  in  King-street,  Drury-lane. 

2.  A  larger  renovated  lodging-house,  in  Charles-street,  Drury-lane* 
d.  The  Women's  Lodging-house,  in  Hatton  Garden,  occupied  for 

the  present  by  the  Female  Emigrant  Society. 
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4»  Tbe  IXew  or  M«M  hodgimg4Hme  far  Mtm,  is  George-alreet 
flu  Giles's. 

5.  Tlie  Modrf  Bugdhigs  for  Fgnato,  ip  Ptf:eiihMi^-rtfegC,B>gDfeBe 
Wcfls. 

6.  The  Model  Houses  for  Families,  in  fkrettAamMtree^  BhwiDi- 

The  number  of  perseos  and  finnifies  aeeommodated  in  Aese  esta- 
blishmentsy  is  as  lUloifs  :-— 

Id  King-street       S!^  aiev. 

Jn  C/Darles^treet    •••     •••     04  meo* 

In  George*street    IM  meir. 

In  Pakenbam'Street       ...     30  women  and  24  femilies. 
In  Streatbam-strcct       ...     47  nuranes. 

And  concerning  the  state  and  resaKs  of  these  experiments^  the 
Committee  have  to  report — 

1.  That  the  whole  of  their  buildiB^  have  been  /uU,  for  manj 
months  past 

2.  That  the  rents  continue  to  be  paid  with  great  regulaiitf  • 

3.  That  the  health  of  the  inmates  is  excellent 

Upon  this  last  point,  the  Committer  mast  araii  thtmssiwus  of  the 
iestiqienj  of  Mr.  Grainger,  who^  uii^  leeeat  Report  made  bgf  bim  to 
one  of  the  public  Boards,  says,  aflet  aUwdivg  to  the  fevec  and  ague 
which  is  coDstandy  found  in  Church-l^ne,  St.  Giles's — 

*'  As  there  are  two  model  lodging-houses  in  the  immediate  vicinitj 
of  Chareb-laney  aamely,  in  George-street  and  Streatham-street,  it 
was  important  to  ascertain  if  any  of  the  inmates  had  suffered  from 
fte  iDtermittent  fisrer  which  has  prevailed  so  immediately' around  them. 
On  inquiring  of  the  superintendents,  I  was  informed  that  not  a  vaA 
case  of  ague  or  typhus  had  occmred  annong  the  ininates,  amounimg 
to  84$.'' 

On  the  question  of  the  remmeratfve  ^aracter  of  these  wwlsr* 
takings,  the  Commfttee  do  not  feel  it  necessary  to  adtf  anyHliiig  to 
the  detiuls  given  in  dieir  last  Report,  excepting  that  the  returns  mim 
tiie  Streatham-street  House  show  a  probable  result  of  about  dx  per 
cent  net  on  the  amount  of  outlay. 

It  will  be  always  borne  In  mind,  that  00  person  or  persons  have  any 
interest  in  these  works  as  buifding  speculations.  They  are  carried  on 
eut  of  the  general  ftindsof  the  Society,  and  by  the  Crater  the  wMe 
profits,  or  return  on  capital,  must  be  applied  to  the  ezlensfoD  of  the 
designs  and  objects  of  the  Society.  It  is  therefort  oofy  as  besrhif  en 
die  feasibility  ef  such  woHcs,  as  a  fkir  emphmnent  ef  empkd,  that 
the  question  occurs.  And  on  the  Report  of  rest  year  H  was  Anm, 
that  the  return  on  the  whole  of  the  property  was  about  eqwd  io  Ibtr 
per  eeat  «•  tiie  land,  and  nx  aad  a  half  per  cent  cm  Ibe  bwiHings, 
fittings,  and  furniture. 

•  Aad  it  must  ever  be  bona  im  vrnd,  that  the  SocMy  has  aeted  asa 

•  yieneer  In  these  awtteia;  bopmg  te  aflbvd,  by  Idw  eaipcneDee  it  has 

ebtaiaed;  so»mtmt9  ai  a  c§m$iiermble  eo9i^  laipoftaBt  asshitaacc  is  all 

who  may  hereafter  enter  ^pea  tl»  saawr^eUef  I 
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Beekle  these  five  completed  works,  tiM  Commtttee  mnsi  «dineft  i» 
Hie  itwiertakings  now  in  progress,  botli  at  Tunbridge  WeUs,  and  in 
Portpeol  Lane. 

At  Timbridge  W^ls,  the  Local  Assoctatioa  Imltc  ejected  throe 
pairs  of  cottages  with  hollow  bricks,  and  having  ail  the  recent  tm» 
provements. 

The  whole  of  the  eottages,  now  twelve  Jn  nnaber,  are  oecupted, 
and  the  rents  pmeittally  paid. 

The  Comasktee  at  Tanbrtdge  Wells  have  also  taken,  on  a  loiig 
lease  on  moderate  terms,  two  cottages  in  a  low  part  of  the  town,  in  m 
most  dilapidated  eoodillon,  which  they  have  eompletely  renovated^ 
and  let  to  two  fiimilies,  who  are  d«l j  senaiUe  of  the  oomfbrts  thna 
placed  within  their  reach. 

The  last  great  undertaking  now  in  progress,  is  the  Thanksgiving 
Model  Lodgtng-Hoase  in  Portpod  Lane.  This  woit,  the  Coasmitteo 
believe,  will  prove  seoood  to  none  on  its  list  But  some  weeks 
may  still  elapse  before  it  can  he  ready  Ibr  occnpation,  and  as  k»  plan 
and  objects  were  saficiently  described  in  the  fattt  Report,  the  Com- 
mittee will  not  now  dwell  farther  npon  them,  except  ror  the  poipoae 
of  expressing  in  the  warmest  manner  the  sense  of  ttieir  obligations  to 
their  respected  coUeagae,  Henry  Roberts,  Esqj^  who,  as  Honorary 
Arohitect,  has  continoed  to  render  those  vahiaUe  services  which  on 
so  many  former  oocasiona  tiiey  have  had  the  pleasnre  of  pabliely 
acknowledging. 

In  the  coorse  of  the  past  year,  the  CoaMnittee  haiwa  ML  h  necessary^ 
from  the  extension  of  their  works  in  this  department,  to  engage  the 
services  of  a  ooaipetent  person,  as  permanent  Clerk  of  the  Works^ 
and  Superintendent  of  Lodging- Houses.  It  thus  becomes  possiUe  §m 
them,  for  the  first  tiaae^  to  aid  in  aoase  measnro  those  benevolent  pro- 
prietors of  hooses  in  London  who  may  Ibei  desirons  of  eftcting  anefc 
improvements  in  their  house-property  as  &U  stnetfy  within  the  Hmils 
of  the  plans  and  objects  of  this  Society* 

One  more  sabyeiet  remains  heforo  tiiis  Report  ia  brought  to  a 
close. 

The  anoonneeoMnt  of  the  pfam  and  objects  of  the  Crroetf  fdrA^ftifMWO^ 
the  present  year,  seenmd  to  render  it  the  duty  of  yo«r  Committee  to 
embrace  tlMt  opportunity  of  making  its  designs  and  «ndeavonrs  gtmn 
raHy  known. 

A  sufficient  space,  therefore,  was  obtained  in  the  hsdldtog,  for  the 
display  of  the  Society's  modeb  and  drawings  of  the  vaiiooa  bnildMiga 
which  they  have  erected,  aiKi  of  tiie  centritaaces  and  improvements 
which  had,  from  time  to  time,  been  brought  into  wse  under  tMr 
direction. 

The  Committee  had  fofther  under  coarideratioli  tim  deakuhlenem 
of  presenting  in  the  Great  Rxhihitaon  of  1661,  a  J^fodel  fltmeturo, 
eaicnlated  to  interest  tiw  numerous  foreigners  and  other  visitors  wh% 
attracted  by  so  vast  a  coHeetaon  of  the  products  of  hunum  tkM, 
labour,  and  industry,  might  Im  tlMveby  taught  and  enabled  to  carry 
home  some  praetieal  snggestioua  for  the  SMial  improvement  of  thuft 
grteat  mamof  the  rouMmuity  wheaetea  had  bean  the  IMtM 
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mental  in  giving  a  practical  direction  to  the  important  sentiment 
which,  in  connexion  with  the  Exhibition,  was  so  emphatically 
expressed  by  their  illustrious  and  royal  President, — *^  The  blessings 
bestowed  on  us  by  the  Almighty  can  only  be  realized  in  proportion  to 
the  help  which  we  are  prepared  to  render  to  each  other ;"  and  they 
were  led  to  believe^  by  the  numerous  applications  received  from  the 
Continent  and  from  all  parts  of  Great  Britain^  that  an  illustrative 
model,  uniting  in  its  plan,  construction,  and  fittings,  the  peculiar 
features  of  the  buildings  they  have  erected  and  the  designs  they  have 
published,  would  prove  instructive  as  well  as  interesting,  and  be 
calculated  in  an  especial  manner  to  benefit  mechanical  and  manu- 
facturing operatives  and  their  families,  particularly  in  those  localities 
where  the  value  of  land  leads  to  the  economizing  of  space. 

An  application  was  therefore  made  for  space  to  erect  such  a 
building  in  connexion  with  the  Exhibition,  but  they  were  informed 
by  the  Executive  Committee  that  *'  a  Model  Lodging-House  did  not 
cokne  within  the  design  of  the  Exhibition." 

But  while  this  negotiation  was  going  on,  it  came  to  the  ears  of  the 
illustrious  President  of  the  Society,  who  instantly  testified  his 
approval  of  the  plan  in  the  most  striking  and  munificent  way,  by 
desiring  that  the  work  should  at  once  be  proqeeded  with  at  his  own  cost. 
Thus  encouraged  and  supported,  the  Honorary  Architect  of  the 
Society  naturally  put  forth  his  best  energies,  and  although  the  time 
remaining  was  exceedingly  short,  he  succeeded  in  having  completed 
before  the  expiration  of  the  month  of  May,  a  Model  Cottage  for  four 
families,  of  which  it  may  sufiice  to  say,  that  it  has  obtained  the  warm 
approbation  of  multitudes  of  the  best  judges  that  the  country 
contains. 

The  Committee  cannot  doubt  that  the  members  of  the  Society  will 
highly  value  the  signal  proof  thus  given  by  his  Royal  Highness,  of 
the  reality  and  depth  of  the  interest  felt  by  him,  in  the  objects  to 
which  its  efforts  are  constantly  directed. 

Nor  can  it  be  questioned,  that  the  example  thus  set  by  her  Majesty's 
royal  consort  must  have  a  most  beneficial  influence,  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  wealthy  and  powerful  of  every  degree  to  the  duty 
which  they  owe  alike  to  God  and  to  their  country ^ — to  devote  some 
portion  of  their  wealth,  and  some  sedulous  attention,  to  the  improve- 
ment  of  the  condition  of  those  who,  after  all,  must  ever  form  the 
largest,  and  therefore,  the  m6st  important  part  of  the  population  of 
this  and  every  nation. 

The  Committee  rejoice  to  receive  frequent  and  continual  proofs 
that  these  subjects  are  obtaining  an  increased  degree  of  regard  and 
attention  among  the  higher  and  middle  classes  in  this  country.  There 
is  no  danger  that  this  feeling  will  be  carried  to  excess.  For  it  is  not 
a  characteristic  of  this  Society's  plan  and  operations,,  to  promote  large 
and  unavailing  distribution  of  mere  alms;  or  in  any  way  to  lessen 
the  motives  to  exertion  among  the  working  classes. 

Its  efforts,  in  all  cases,  are  directed  to  *<  help  those  who  are  willing 
to  help  themselves;*'  and  those  efforts,  too,  it  should  be  observed, 
are  wisely  directed  to  help  them  in  i\Mae  paHkmiar  maUer§  in  whiek 
their  own  unassbted  efforts  would  but  little  avail. 
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To  improve  their  dwellings,  and  to  place  the  cottage  garden  within 
their  reach,  are  things  which  must  be  done  for  them ;  or  they  will 
never  be  attained  at  all. 

Thus  it  follows,  that,  at  every  step  of  its  proceedings,  the  e^brts 
of  the  Society  act  as  encouragements  to  industry,  and  as  aids  in  the 
ways  of  cleaniiness,  health,  and  religion. 

And  it  is  mainly  to  this  feature  becoming  more  apparent,  and  to 
the  evident  blessing  of  God  which  has  prospered  its  labours,  that  the 
Committee  must  ascribe  that  growing  favour  which  has  latterly 
attended  its  proceedings,  and  which  bids  fair  to  fix  it,  at  an  ear^ 
period,  in  the  highest  rank  of  the  benevolent  institutions  of  this 
kingdom. 

The  Marquis  of  Westminster  moved  the  first  resolution. 
He  said  :  My  lord,  the  resolution  that  has  been  put  into  my  hands  is 
one  that  I  can  submit  with  great  pleasure  to  the  meeting,  inasmuch 
as  it  appears  to  be  one  of  unmixed  satisfaction  and  thankfulness  at  the  • 
report  of  the  proceedings  which  has  just  been  read  to  you.  It  must 
be  gratifying  to  take  that  view  of  the  afiairs ;  and  it  is  peculiarly 
gratifying  to  myself,  not  only  on  account  of  the  success  of  the 
institution,  but  also  because  I  shall  have  to  trouble  you  with 
very  few  comments  on  it,  in  the  short  statement  which.  I  may 
find  it  right  to  make  to  you.  It  might  not  have  been  so. 
You  are  doubtless  acquainted  with  the  difficulties  which  occurred 
during  the  progress  of  th^  affairs  of  this  Society,  and  which 
have  been  successfully  encountered.  But  we  might  have  Failed  in 
securing  public  support ;  we  might  have  been  assailed  with  persevering 
hostility,  which  it  might  have  been  difficult  to  overcome,  on  the  part 
of  the  lodging-house  keepers  themselves ;  in  short,  we  might  have 
failed  in  many  points,  which,  through  the  perseverance  of.  this 
Society,  and  the  strenuous  exertions  of  individuals,  have  been  happily 
carried  out  to  a  very  different  result ;  so  that  instead  of  failure,  we 
have  our  case  even  carried  before  the  houses  of  parliament,  and 
embodied  in  a  bill  which  is  to  call  the  attention  not  only  of  this 
metropolis,  but  of  the  whole  country,  to  the  pursuits  of  this  institution. 
But  I  would  say,  my  lord,  wHh  regard  to  this  bill,  that  the  most 
prominent  point  of  it  which  I  regard  with  complacency,  is,  that  its 
provisions  are  not  compulsory ;  and  I  consider  that  the  feelings  of 
those  who  support  this  Society,  and  the  feelings  of  the  country  at 
large,  are  worth  ten  thousand  acts  of  parliament,  inasmuch  as  they 
carry  with  them  the  power  of  conveying  into  every  nook  and  coroer 
of  the  country  those  sentiments  and  those  exertions  which  alone  can 
eradicate  the  evils  with  which  we  have  to  contend.  (Hear,  hear.) 
1  am  happy  to  say,  also,  that  there  are  many  persons  not  immediately 
connected  with  this  Society,  who  are  exerting  thenaselves  seriously 
and  eagerly  in  support  of  the  same  objects  which  we  are  endeavouring 
to  promote.  There  is  a  noble  lord  thus  exerting  himself,  whose 
name  I  should  be  loth  to  omit,  because  I  think  it  is  much  to  the 
credit  of  a  person  so  young,  and  so  exposed  to  the  different  temptations 
which  assail  the  youth  of  this  metropolis^  that  he  should  have  exerted 
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lodging-houses  withxa  the  reach  of  his  own  aeighliwirfcood.  This 
chovs  the  difcTCMe  in  the  feeling  whieh  aov  eskln  irsM  that  which 
iwineiii  eMted,  Even  ■■  ing  the  jonng  §,■■  iiini  n  wiwi  he  nweli 
at  me«s  and  io  general  societr,  iitend  of  BMtling  viA  lidicnle  and 
yiaing,  he  aweta  Inwa  aU  tej  brother  lai  nnnntm  with  sanetian  and 
anpi»ort.  (Cheen^)  He  has  snececded,  I  any,  in  eslnhiiiyng  two  of 
these  honses  in  the  neighbonrhood  of  Goldea  ai|nnre;  and,  ^ 
it  is  hf  niT  Lard  Ingcstrie,  or  hr  anj  other  indiridnnl  tfant 
nwasnres  have  been  cnrried  «Hrt— whetlKr  thej  belong  In  this  T 
or  not — we  saj,  God  prosper  them  alL  It  is  not  in  the  tiaw  when 
**  paio  and  angnish  wring  the  brow,"  bnt  in  moments  of  dissipation 
and  gaietj, — it  is  when  we  are  eijoyii^  eonvirial  hanta,  when  we 
nre  reposing  npon  soli  beds,  when  we  nte  enjojiug  nl  tfM  bleanagt 
wIbcIi  Providence  pom*  down  npon  ns,  it  is  tiMn  thnt  we  shoold 
'  gecoUcct  those  who  ««  leas  blessed  thnn  onraelves ;  it  is  npen  sach 
oeeasions  that  we  shonld  bestow  a  thoi^ht  npon  those  dismdL 
4nngeons  of  horror,  and  filth,  and  distress  to  which  the  DoUe  lord 
in  the  chair  has  so  fedinglj  alladed.  We  shonld,  npon  matters  sndi 
ns  these,  recollect  that  **  the  goMea  chain  of  ehnritj  ascends  from 
earth  to  heaven,"  and  that,  whde  there  shonld  be  no  link  in  thift 
^uun  wanting,  whether  on  tiie  part  of  the  rich  or  on  the  pnrt  of  the 
poor,  the  charity  so  condncted,  so  supported  by  motnid  kmdnem  and 
good  feeling  from  every  bmnch  nnd  darn  of  society,  wS  ascend  mast 
cordially  and  moat  warmly,  and  with  greater  enmotness,  nnd  I  may 
nay  greater  acceptance,  to  the  throne  of  heaven  to  wbich  vppod 
ahonld  thus  be  made.  Gentlemen,  let  ns  consider  by  what  means  the 
anccess  has  been  obtained  to  which  allnsioB  has  this  day  been  made. 
It  in  not  by  acts  of  parliament,  it  »  not  by  acts  of  coercioo.  It  is  not 
by  nny  compabory  measnres  that  may  be  adopted;  bnt  it  is  1^  tiM 
beauteous  force  of  example  that  tiie  objects  we  have  m  view  can  be 
carried  ont.  The  seed  has  been  planted  hj  the  noUe  lord  ia  the 
cimir,  and  by  others  of  the  committee  who  have  so  nbly  alood  by  and 
aoppofted  him  ;  the  tmnk  has  grown  and  produced  iManlMd  nmit, 
and  under  its  prospering  ahadea  other  cstablishauata  may  be  rused, 
may  vegetate  and  )uxuriate  and  extend  their  branches  over  the  wbofe 
mdjwpolis  and  Uie  whole  coimtry  of  England  itseHl  It  is  net  neoes- 
aary  that  I  fftiould  detain  you  long  upon  the  points  which  have 
already  been  brought  before  you  in  the  addrem  winch  has  been  read. 
The  first  branch  of  the  Society— namely,  the -allotment  a3ratem — is  one 
wfaidi,  Iconfess,  lam  happy  to  find  the  Society  deriswith  very  tenderly. 
It  is  n  system  which  periiaps  may  be  nsefal  in  ^ti'tcts  where  there  is 
a  deficiency  of  what  are  caKed  covtatry  squires,  who,  to  do  them  jusCiee, 
in  most  places,  are  very  attentive  to  matters  of  this  kind;  and  in  anch 
cases,  tfaese'things,  I  think,  are  better  placed  in  the  hands  of  thoae  whose 
4nty  it  is  to  carry  them  out.  I  see  that  in  (his  Society  the  land  let  ont  in 
allotments  amounts  to  dOI  acres,  and  the  number  of  eocnpmits  lilfi; 
being  an  apportionment  of  about  one-fiflh  of  an  acre  to  each  idlsttoe, 
4ha  amount,  bowerer,  difiering  materially  in  difibrent  •disttiela.    T«ft 
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have  been  told,  with  reference  to  lodgiog-houses,  that  three  main 
points  offer  themselves  to  your  notice.  One  is,  that  these  houses  (and 
this  may  strike  some  persons  as  a  peculiar  point  of  congratulation) 
a«e  full;  but  that  is  not  qjuite  so  great  a  truism  a«  at  first  it  appears^ 
Our  object  is  that  there  should  be  nothing  eleemosynary  in  our  un- 
dertaking ;  but  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  adapt  our  regulations 
to  the  wants  and  wishes  of  those  who  occupy  our  building^.  Another 
point  of  success  in  this  institution  has  been  stated  to  you,  in  the? 
superior  health  of  tLe  tenants.  A  most  important  report  has  beea 
received  from  Mr.  Grainger,  of  the  health  enjoyed  by  the  occitpaiitft^ 
of  these  houses,  in  comparison  with  those  who  unfortunaiely  are 
placed  in  crowded  neighbourhoods.  We  hear,  moreover,  that  thft 
rents  have  been  regularly  paid;  so  that  if  it  were  the  object  of  your 
Society  (which  it  is  not)  to  derive  pecuniary  advantage  from  these 
establbhments,  they  have  the  power  to  do  so.  This- advantage,  at  all 
events,  is  obtained—that  they  can  employ  the  money  thus  produced 
in  a  rotatory  succession,  applying  their  gains  to  the  establishment  of 
similar  institutions.  We  find,  then,  that  we  have  health  promoted,, 
that  we  have  cleanliness  excited,  and  that  we  have  material  assistance 
given  to  religion  and  to  morality;  and  all  this  for  people  who,  until 
you  moved  yourselves  in  this  institution,  were  not  even  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  light  of  heaven  here,  or  of  its  hopes  and  promises  here- 
after. With  these  observations,  I  beg  to  move  the  resolution  which, 
has  b^en  entrusted  to  me.  (Cheers.) 

Captain  Scobbll,  M.P. — My  lord,  and  ftiends  of  the  working- 
classes,  I  am  accidentally  before  you.  Three  or  fou&hours  ago  I  did 
not  know  that  your  annual  meeting  was  held  to-day ;  but  I  take  too- 
warm  an  interest  in  this  subject  not  to  come  among  you,  and,  I  waa 
going  to  say,  to  hear  all  that  is  said;  but  this  I  cannot  do,  for  I 
must  leave  you  very  shortly.  I  can  assure  yon  I  have  heard  the 
Report  with  great  pleasure.  I  find  the  Society  embraces  three  or  four 
excellent  objects.  The  one  which  is  put  foremost,  and  which  iv- 
flourishing  in  all  directions,  rehites  to  buildings,  and  is,  I  am  happy 
to  say,  penetrating  far  into  the  country.  The  landlords  of  the 
country  read  your  accounts^  and  they  look  about  them  to  amend 
their  cottages  and  increase  the  comforts  of  the  poor.  Without  propet 
cottage  accommodation,  children  cannot  be  trained  up  as  they 
ought  to  be  trained;  and  we  have  much  to  answer  for  in  thnes  gone 
by,  that,  by  the  admixture  of  the  sexes,  and  various  other  incon- 
veniences arising  out  of  crowded  cottages,  we  have  brought  about  so 
much  demoralization.  Now,  let  us  try  to  redeem  the  time.  Let  me 
say  a  word  with  respect  to  the  particular  subject  to  which  my  atten- 
tion lias  been  drawn  for  many  years.  I  may  now  say  that  I  am  et 
age,  for  it  is  twenty-one  years  ago  since  I  began  the  field-gardeo 
system.  I  have  followed  it  out  from  that  day  to  this;  and  I  am  able 
to  say  that  it  has  afforded  uninterrupted  satisfaction  both  to  mysdf 
and  to  the  occupiers:  they  are  going  on  and  flourishing.  I  am  obliged 
to  crowd  the  observations  that  I  have  to  make  into  a  small  space  of 
time, — for  in  two  or  three  minutes  I  ought  to  be  elsewhere  to  keep  « 
new  appointment, — for  1  am  about  to  step  over  the  threshold  of  eno^ 
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of  the  most  magnificent  buildings  in  London,  and  to  enter  upon  a 
career  which,  although  I  am  not  a  very  young  man,  is  new  to  me.  I 
am  glad,  however,  that  my  introduction  to  that  career  is  preceded  by 
this  meeting.  1  shall  not  forget  the  circumstance;  and  I  shall 
endeavour  to  mix  up  the  welfare  of  the  poor  with  my  future  life. 
Unless  that  be  made  the  foundation  on  which  all  other  things  are 
built,  depend  upon  it,  a  nation  cannot  prosper.  (Cheers.)  Let  those 
who  have  been  lukewarm  on  this  subject  now  come  out  and  work  in 
that  mighty  vineyard  which  is  open  to  you.  Let  us  all  with  one 
accord  go  forward  in  the  great  national  undertaking  of  lifting  up  the 
poor.  1  can  only  shortly  tell  you  that  the  field-garden  system  in 
Somersetshire  is  making  great  progress.  Wherever  I  travel  it  is 
spreading.  I  am  now  in  the  course  of  collecting  from  the  clergyman 
of  each  parish  in  that  county  statements  of  the  progress  of  the  sys- 
tem ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that,  so  far  as  I  can  at  present  learn,  I 
believe  Somersetshire,  for  its  acreage,  will  take  the  lead  of  all  the 
counties  in  England.  The  proceeding  has  been  silent,  but  it  has  been 
sure ;  and  1  think  when  the  result  is  made  known  it  will  astonish 
those  among  whom  I  live.  1  can  only  now  assure  you  that  all  the 
experience  I  have  had  in  this  matter  has  confirmed  and  deeply  rooted 
the  impressions  with  which,  in  my  inexperience,  I  started  twenty-one 
years  ago.  Crime  has  diminished ;  happiness  is  promoted  ;  morality 
is  increased ;  and  all  these  are  the  sure  and  certain  consequences  of 
this  system  when  rightly  carried  out.  It  requires.no  great  trouble; 
it  only  needs  good  rules  to  begin  with  and  to  abide  by.  I  am  glad 
to  find  such  a  spread  of  your  principles,  from  the  report  which  we 
have  just  heard,  to  know  that  so  much  peace,  and  happiness,  and  good 
feeling  towards  those  who  are  called  above  them,  but  are  only 
above  them  in  worldly  circumstances,  are  to  be  found  amongst  the  poor 
and  the  lowly.  They  do  but  want  encouragement;  and  if  vou  will 
give  them  encouragement  you  will  find  them  deeply  grateful  for  it 
Be  sure  that  you  will  find  in  this  particular  branch  of  the  operations 
of  this  great  society  (for  it  is  now  great  and  renowned)  that  **  much 
food  is  in  the  tillage  of  the  poor.**     (Cheers.) 

The  Hon.  W.  F.  Cowpeu,  M.P. — My  lord, — ladies  and  gentlemeoy 
I  have  heard  with  great  satisfaction  the  testimony  which  the  honour- 
able and  gallant  Captain,  who  is  now  leaving  the  room,  has  given  ot 
his  long  experience  in  the  working  of  field  gardens,  for  his  practical 
testimony  is  peculiarly  appropriate  to  this  Society.  The  great  merit 
which  this  Society  has,  in  my  eyes,  is,  that  it  is  of  so  practical  a 
character,  and  is  thus  fitted  for  an  age  like  the  present,  in  which 
there  is  so  much  talk,  and  speculation,  and  discussion  about  theories. 
The' Society  is  teaching  rather  by  practice  and  by  example,  than  by 
theory;  it  is  teaching,  not  by  lectures,  not  by  disseminating  tractSy 
not  by  explaining  what  ought  to  be  done,  but  rather  by  showing 
clearly  and  palpably  to  every  one  what  can  be  done,  and  what  most 
be  done.  The  Society  has  then  set  a  good  example  in  both  of  its 
operations.  In  the  first  one — the  field  garden  system,  it  has  shown 
that  even  a  society  acting  from  a  distance  can  advantageously  rent 
and  let  out  field  gardens,  even  in  places  with  which  it  has  no  local 
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connexion.  I  quite  agree  with  what  has  been  said  by^  the  noble 
Marquis  who  preceded  me,  that  this  is  a  branch  of  the  Society's 
operations  which  one  would  not  desire  to  see  very  greatly  extended  ; 
one  would  rather  hope  and  desire  that  this  class  of  its  operations 
should  become  unnecessary ;  but  at  present,  it  is  of  very  great  import* 
ance,  as  stimulating  persons  who  live  in  these  localities,  by  awakening 
them  to  a  sense  of  what  they  have  omitted  to  do,  and  by  exhibiting 
to  them  how  very  easy  it  is  to  make  au  arrangement  by  which  every 
poor  man  in  a  village,  or  in  the  suburb  of  a  town,  may  have  a  bit  of 
land  that  he  can  cultivate  in  hid  lebure  hours.  This,  as  everybody's 
experience  upon  the  subject  will  show,  is  of  unspeakable  importance 
to  labouring  men.  Those  who  live  by  their  labour  may  be  said, 
generally  speaking,  to  have  no  capital  but  their  iime;  and  the  field 
garden  just  enables  them  to  make  use  of  that  portion  of  their  time 
which  they  have  not  let  out  for  their  wages,  but  which  they  have 
reserved  for  their  own  leisure  occupations ;  it  enables  them  to  turn 
those  leisure  moments  to  proper  account,  and  to  get  4  large  increase 
to  their  daily  food— enabling  them  often  to  provide  for  a  whole 
winter,  during  which  they  may  be  out  of  worK,  by  the  substantial 
vegetables  that  they  can  grow  in  their  gardens.  While  this  helpii 
them  in  their  annual  receipts,  it  also  providcfs,  at  the  same  time,  an 
amusement  far  greater  than  any  of  those  demoralizing  and  mischievous 
amusements  to  which  they  are  too  often  driven,  for  want  of  knowing 
how  to  employ  their  time  better.  The  feelings  of  possession  which 
are  given  to  labouring  men  have  sometimes  produced  most  remark* 
able  changes  in  their  whole  character ;  the  sense  of  their  responsi* 
bility,  and  the  delight  that  arises  from  being  able  to  speak  of  a  bit  of 
land  as  belonging  to  themselves,  when  they  can  talk  of  "  my  potatoes,'' 
and  **  my  peas,"  and  *'  my  beans,'* — ^it  gives  a  new  current  to  their 
thoughts,  and  is  often  the  commencement  of  that  self-respect  which 
one  likes  to  see  in  their  character,  and  particularly  in  those  who  are 
likely  lo  be  degraded  and  lowered  by  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  are  placed.  In  the  second  branch  of  the  operations  of  the 
Society,  we  have  also  clear  and  evident  lessons  taught  us.  Any  one 
may  visit  those  buildings,  that  have  recently  been  erected,  at  no  very 
great  distance  from  this  place,  and  they  can  judge  for  themselves  by 
what  they  see,  and  also  by  the  accounts  that  have  been  read  to  us 
this  day,  of  what  may  be  effected  in  this  line ;  they  can  see  that 
capital  may  be  so  discreetly  and  skilfully  applied  to  the  erection  of 
buildings  for  the  working  classes,  that,  while  that  capital  gets  a  full 
and  adequate  return,  the  persons  who  live  in  the  buildings,  without 
paying  more  rent  than  they  would  otherwise  do,  have  residences 
which  are  of  the  greatest  comfort  and  satisfaction,  and  which  im* 
prove  them  morally  as  well  as  physically.  Now,  these  buildings  are 
in  themselves  lessons ;  they  are  '*  sermons  in  stones."  I'he  Society 
has  had  complete  success  in  the  framing  of  their  lessons ;  but,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  the  success  does  not  at  all  satisfy  me — the  success  they 
have  had  in  getting  those  lessons  learned.  Very  little  has  been  done 
by  the  public  at  large  in  imitating  the  example  we  have  set  theiQ^ 
I  think   the    operations    of   this   Society  are   useful,  in  showiug 
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persons  that  they  do  not  risk  money,  and  that  they  only  entail 
upon  themflelves  some  little  Texatlon,  or  annoyance,  or  troable^ 
in  applying  their  capital  in  the  building  of  houses;  and  when  we 
think  of  the  immense  advantage  that  is  to  be  given  to  the  poor  by 
this  mode  of  benefiting  them,  I  feel  sanguine,  that  before  long  we 
shall  see  this  want  much  more  extensively  supplied.  This  Sodety, 
I  consider,  is  but  at  the  commencement  of  its  proceedings.  What 
it  has  done,  it  has  done  well,  thoroughly,  and  satisfactorily.  The 
next  stage  of  its  proceedings,  I  trust,  will  be  something  of  that  nature 
which  was  mentioned  or  shadowed  out  by  the  noble  lord  in  the  chair, 
who,  has  shown  us  a  method  in  which,  at  a  small  cost,  a  more  widely 
diffused  benefit  may  be  brought  into  action.  Our  noble  Chairman 
has  met  with  so  much  support  throughout  the  country  in  his  various 
schemes,  that  I  think  he  need  not  despair  of  getting  ample  sopport  to 
the  proposition  which  he  has  mentioned  to  us.  1  think  in  every  way 
that  the  Society  is  worthy  of  our  support ;  and  I  am  sure  the  meet* 
Ing  will  have  no  hesitation  in  passing  the  resolution  which  I  am  now 
seconding.     (Cheers.) 

The  Resolution  was  passed  unanimously. 

The  Hon.  and  Rev.  S.  G.  Osborne. — My  lord, — ladies,  and 
gentlemen. — I  recollect  a  few  years  ago  meeting  you  at  Winu*!! 
Rooms,  when  we  commenced  what  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  call 
the  reconstruction  of  the  Labourer's  Friend  Society.  It  was  at  a 
time  when  a  great  deal  of  attention  had  been  turned  to  the  condition 
bf  the  labouring  classes.  It  is  most  true  that  at  that  time  our  opera- 
^ons  were  viewed  in  certain  quarters  with  some  suspicion.  I,  for 
one,  am  not  surprised  at  that,  for  perhaps  no  one  has  more  right 
than  myself  to  acknowledge  that,  in  carrying  out  a  cause  in  which  the 
heart  is  concerned,  we  are  often  very  apt  to  let  our  zeal  outrun  our 
discretion ;  and,  doubtless,  in  the  attempt  to  bring  public  action  to 
bear  upon  such  a  cause  as  this,  many  things  were  said  that  perhaps 
would  have  been  better  unsaid,  and  many  things  written  that  perhaps 
bever  should  have  been  written.  But  at  that  meeting,  if  I  recdlect 
rightly,  we  most  cleariy  laid  down  a  principle  to  which  we  have  con- 
stantly adhered,  that  we  sought  no  interference  between  the  landlord 
and  his  tenant,  or  his  labourer,  but  that  we  simply  placed  ourselves 
in  the  position  of  those  who  were  ready  to  give  assistance  to  any  or 
either  of  those  parties,  and  that  we  did  not  attempt  to  force  our- 
selves where  we  were  not  welcome.  I  think,  my  lord,  that  this 
Society  has  hitherto  well  carried  out  the  principle  that  was  then 
laid  down.  I  think  no  one  has  ever  yet  ventured  to  complain 
that  by  any  of  its  agents,  or  writings,  anything  has  been  done  or 
attempted,  but  what  would  tend  to  cement  the  two  classes,  the 
higher  and  the  lower  together,  rather  than  in  any  way  to  separate 
them.  I  am  now  invited  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  of  His 
Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert  having  connected  with  that  exhi- 
bition of  the  industry  and  science  of  the  world,  to  which  he  has 
challenged  the  world's  competition — a  model  cottage,  in  order  to 
engage  the  attention  of  the  thousands  who  might  come  to  England 
simply  for  their  own  pleasure,  and  to  remind  them  of  a  most 
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important  duty  which  they  have  to  perfbrrti.  I  tnn  quite  satisfied 
that  it  18  not  His  Royal  Highness's  wish,  nor  has  it  been  hts 
intention,  to  chum  perfection  for  that  particnlar  model.  (Hear, 
bear.)  He  sets  it  before  you  to  show,  not,  V[  I  may  so  apeak,  a 
cottage  in  its  entirety,  bat  a  model,  in  erery  department  of  whieii 
be  has  attempted  to  carry  ont  what  all  know  to  bie  necessary  for  ^e 
decency,  the  health,  and  the  comfort  of  the  poor.  He  has  en4ea« 
Tonred  in  these  cottages  to  arail  himself  of  the  latest  and  the 
best  inventions,  that  those  who  choose  to  bnfld  may  obtain 
what  valuable  practical  information  on  the  sul^ct  they  can  from  his 
iaboars.  I  am  satisfied,  my  lord,  that  he  has  accora|dtshed  that 
purpose.  No  one  who  attentively  regards  the  construction  of  those 
bouses,  can  doubt  but  that  there  Is  very  much  in  them  which  every 
landlord  and  every  person  connected  with  the  building  of  cottages 
for  their  labourers  can  profit  by.  His  Royal  Highness  Prince 
Albert  has,  to  my  mind,  in  these  cottages^^rendered  his  homage  to 
one  of  the  great  causes  to  which  England  owes  its  prosperity.  I 
bave  now  seen,  day  after  day,  tbat  Exhibition ;  I  have  seen  it  on 
the  days  of  the  shilling  entrances ;  and  certainly  to  me,  my  lord, 
the  most  wondrotts  part  of  that  Exhibition  is  the  conduct  of  the 
thousands  and  thousands  tbat  are  there  assembled.  (Cheers.)  I 
bave  no  hesitation  in  asserting  my  belief,  that  there  is  scarce  one 
nation  upon  earth  that  could  place  so  large  a  crowd  in  contact,  in  so 
dose  proximity  to  things  of  such  vidue  in  the  very  metropolis  of  the 
empire,  with  so  little  restriction  upon  them.  Yet,  did  any  one  ever 
see  more  order  ?  Did  any  one  ever  see  so  large  a  population,  show^ 
ing  such  evident  symptoms  of  contentment?  I  am  glad  that  the 
contentment  is  shown  under  such  circumstances ;  and  tltose  who  see 
it  within  the  boHding,  whidi  will  hand  down  Prince  Albert^  name  for 
many  a  long  year  to  those  who  are  to  come  after  us,  have  seen  some- 
thing which,  in  my  mind,  has  tended  to  prodace  the  state  of  order  in 
which  our  country  is  at  the  present  lime;  they  see  the  interest  taken 
in  the  poor  by  the  very  highest  authority  in  the  realm ; — for  I  cannot 
separate  the  acts  of  Prince  Albert  from  the  mind  of  the  Queen ; — ^I 
believe  what  he  has  done  there  she  has  fek  the  deepest  interest 
in  ;  and  tdthough  my  resolution  is  directed  to  the  cottage  of  Prince 
Albert,  I  might,  I  am  sure,  with  propriety  have  added,  the  cottage 
in  the  erection  of  which  her  Majesty  has  taken  so  mudi  Interest 
In  all  these  small  details  concerning  the  happiness  and  comfort 
and  decency  and  honesty  of  the  people — ^the  highest  powers  of  our 
country  are  placing  before  the  assembly  of  the  earth  this  proo^ 
that  if  they  wish  to  carry  on  a '  snccenful  contest  in  this  'field 
of  industry,  they  most  prove  the  value  which  is  attached  to  the 
comfort  and  morality  of  the  lowest  of  thdr  people;— -I  say, 
when  we  see  this,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  Prince  idbert  and 
her  Majesty  are  themsdves  paying  homage  to  that  great  order 
which  will  indeed  make  this  Exhibition  more  celebrated,  perhaps, 
than  any  one  thing  connected  with  it  My  lord,  I  can  only  trust 
that  as  we  have  began,  so  we  may  go  on.  I  can  recollect  and  so 
can  your  lordship,  ifbea,  to  say  but  a  very  litlle  about  what  was  needed 
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for  the  comfort  and  the  decency  of  the  lower  classes,  was  to  bring 
down  upon  us  the  obsenration  that  we  were  only  unsettling  them  in 
the  position  in  which  it  had  pleased  God  to  place  them.  I  will  not 
flatter  this  meeting  by  saying,  that  the  moral  condition  of  the  laboar- 
ing  classes  is  so  much  improved  as  many  arc  inclined  to  think  it  is ; 
but  I  do  entreat  you  to  bear  in  mind,  that  however  great  may  be  the 
impulse  given  to  this  most  holy  cause,  it  must  be  a  work  of  years  to 
remedy  the  absence  of  those  very  things  which  we  are  now  endeavour- 
ing to  supply.  I  can  speak — and  I  thank  God  for  it — to  the  fiict.that 
I  can  scarcely  travel  a  mile  about  the  country  now,  without  seeing 
evidence  in  every  direction  of  fresh  cottages  springing  up,  nay,  where 
they  have  not  been  built  for  years,  I  know  they  now  abound ;  and,  as 
was  said  to  me  lately  by  a  friend  of  mine,  the  first  thing  you  hear  after 
breakfast,  on  paying  a  visit  to  a  country  neighbour,  is,  *'  Com^  and 
see  my  new  cottages."  But,  my  lord,  we  are  only  now  beginning  to 
pay  the  debt.  These  things  should  have  been  done  years  ago ;  but 
let  us  be  most  thankful  that  we  have  made  the  progress  we  have.  We 
shall  not  live  to  see  the  full  effect  of  this  movement,  but  there  will 
be  those  who,  in  tracing  the  alteration  in  the  manners  and  custo9is  of 
the  lower  orders  of  this  country,  will,  I  trust,  do  justice  to  soaelies 
like  this,  inasmuch  as  they  were  the  great  instruments  of  bringii^ 
public  opinion  to  bear  upon  this  question ;  that  they  pioneered  the 
way,  and  cleared  it  of  all  the  difficulties  they  could,  and  ever  made 
it  their  sole  object  so  to  work  that  they  should  give  no  offence  to 
man,  but  that,  in  all  their  work,  they  might  hope  for  the  blessipg  of 
Almighty  God.  (Cheers.)  And  let  none  be  ashamed  to  join  in  that 
cause  which  our  Sovereign  and  her  consort  have  not  only  entered 
into  with  all  their  hearts,  but  have  shown  their  interest. in,  before  the 
public,  whose  attention  they  have  invited  to  it.     (Cheers.) 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Cumming,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  said  :  "  My 
lord,  I  rise  not  to  enlarge  upon  the  very  admirable  exposS  which  hi» 
been  given  of  the  benefits  of  a  humane  and  patriotic  kind  that  woold 
necessarily  result  from  the  labours  of  this  Society,  but  rather,  and 
more  from  deference  to  the  resolution  I  am  called  upon  to  second, 
than  from  any  claim  I  have  upon  your  attention,  to  say  a  few  words 
upon  the  moral  and  religious  bearing  of  this  great  question.  Most 
heartily  do  I  concur,  my  lord,  with  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made  by  a  previous  speaker — that  the  poor  are  placed  in  circum- 
stances (and  I  state  this  to  you  in  this  great  city)  in  which  surely  it 
never  can  be  said  that  God  has  placed  them.  The  remark  has  been 
made,  "  God  made  the  country,  and  man  made  the  town ;"  but  if 
God  made  the  town,  surely  some  of  those  vile  recesses  in  it  to  which 
your  lordship  has  so  feelingly  alluded,  were  not  made  by  Grod  for 
man,  or  meant  by  God  to  be  occupied  by  man ;  and  to  throw  the 
responsibility  where  it  ought  not  to  be  thrown,  is  to  try  and  shelter 
our  own  guilt  from  that  condemnation  which  our  consciences  in 
the  sight  of  God  must,  I  am  sure,  pronounce.  It  has  been  said,  too^ 
my  lord,  that  it  is  the  fault  of  the  poor  that  they  are  placed  where 
they  are.  You  showed  in  the  ablest  manner  that  it  is  not  their  fault ; 
but  suppose  it  were  their  fault,  it  is  our  duty  to  go  and  show  i  ~ 
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that  it  is  a  very  costly  and  a  rery  sad  fault.  God  did  not  cast  us  off 
because  of  our  faults,  but  .showed  us  how  we  might  correct  them. 
Let  us,  then,  having  received  much  .from  God  where  little  was 
deserved,  go  to  those  whose  faults  have  placed  them  in  so  sad  and  so 
distressing  circumstances,  and  forgive  the  fault,  and  show  them  <'  a 
more  excellent  way."  We  do  not  propose  to  supersede  the  endeavours 
of  the  poor,  and  to  make  this  a  mere  charitable  institution;  it  is  intended 
to  stimulate,  not  to  supersede  their  efforts,  to  awaken  in  them  a  feeling 
of  self-respect,  and  to  show  them  that  in  their  own  good  morals,  in 
their  own  elevated  moral  character,  and  in  their  own  exertions,  they 
have  a  capital  inexhaustible  as  the.  light  that  God  has  given  them. 
We  do  not  suppose  that  this  movement  can  supersede  Christian 
education.  We  do  not  undervalue  Christian  education  and  Chris- 
tian instruction  because  we  attach  so  much  importance  to  the 
physical  condition  of  the  people ;  we  let  education  go  on  con- 
temporaneously with  this.  I  believe,  if  the  two  things  were  sepa« 
rated — the  improvement  of  the  physical  condition  of  the  poor,  and 
the  education  of  the  poorr— a  very  great  and  fatal  mistake  would 
be  committed;  and  I  believe  that  such  is  their  physical  degrada- 
tion at  this  moment  that  the  efforts  of  the  city  missionary,  and  the 
scripture  reader,  and  the  Christian  minister,  are,  to  a  prodigious 
extent,  neutralized  every  day.  Only  a  few  weeks  ago,  I  was 
called  upon  to  visit  a  countryman  of  my  own  in  a  lodging-house 
in  Charles  Street,  Drury  Lane.  I  was  shown  up  two  or  three 
flights  of  stairs,  and  the  smell  was  not  the  most  tempting  or 
attractive.  I  went  into  a  room  where  the  poor  man  was  struggling 
with  death;  his  daughter,  the  only  minister  he  had,  attending  to 
his  wants.  There  were  four  beds  in  the  room,  each  containing  two 
persons,  and  one  containing  three;  and  whilst  I  was  speaking  to 
that  poor  dying  man  of  the  things  that  belonged  to  his  everlasting 
peace, — whilst  I  was  praying  to  that  God  who  made  all  and  who 
offers  his  mercy  to  all,  the  language  of  the  persons  in  the  other 
beds  was  anything  but  such  as  was  fitted  to  make  a  solemn  im- 
pression, or  to  facilitate  the  efforts  I  was  making  to  enlighten 
the  poor  man's  mind,  and  comfort  the  dying  man's  heart.  I 
do  say,  if  you  could  improve  such  dwellings,  and  place  these  men 
in  better  physical  and  sanitary  circumstances,  you  would  mightily 
facilitate  parochial  work ;  you  would  aid  vastly  the  Scripture  reader, 
and  the  city  missionary,  and  those  other  institutions  that  are  seeking 
to  benefit  the  poorer  classes.  And  I  believe  you  would  supersede  to 
a  prodigious  extent  the  gin-shop.  I  believe  that  gin-shops  are  the 
fleeting  and  public  evidences  of  the  deep  physical  degradation  that 
exists  around  them ;  for,  where  the  degradation  is  deepest,  and  the 
physical  condition  the  worst,  there  the  gin-shops  abound  in  the 
greatest  splendour,  and  draw  the  largest  profits.  You  will  supersede, 
too,  in.  these  efforts,  the  ex.orbitant  rents  that  the  poor  are  obliged  to 
pay  for  very  miserable  and  very  wretched  dwellings ;  and  you  will  miti- 
gate, my  lord,  the  increase  of  the  epidemic  that  attacks  them.  I  must 
say,  from  all  I  have  seen  in  Drury-lane — and  I  have  frequently  made 
subterranean  invasions  into  that  neighbourhood — that  my  amazement 
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hp  thai  we  are  ever  hee  from  tjphos  fever;  I  mAj  wwrnaer- 
from  pkyneal  eaoseiy  and  partlj  ia  jatt  retribiitioa  K»r  •vr  ac^jied 
tbat  such  epideauca  are  not  mate  freqoeot  thao  thej  are.     I  aittadi 
▼erj  deep  inqxirtaaee  to  thia  qoestioay  aad  I  Miere  y««  oaght  to 
take  it  vp  with  an  energy,  a  aeai.  and  a  liberalitj,  which  jcm  have 
■ever  yet  shown  in  the  paat  hiitorj  of  thia  Socie^.     I  h^eve  that 
the  elenttion  of  the  phjsieai  eoodittoa  of  the  poor  w31  lead  to  an 
amdioration  of  their  oMiiml  oonditioa.     Ton  wiH  empty  the  priioB,  and 
crowd  the  ehnrck  (Cheers.)  Sach  effbrta  as  these  will  sot  be  wichoat 
a  response.     The  poor  are  not  vngmtefaL    (Hear,  hear.)    The  poor 
are  capable  of  appreeiating  what  yon  do.    They  have  hearts  the 
same  as  that  which  beats  in  the  boaotn  of  year  royal  president     The 
difference  is  in  the  polish  and  in  the  location  of  the  gem,  not  in  the 
sabstaace  itaelC     But,  aiy  lord,  the  reaolation  I  am  to  second  is,  thanks 
the  most  respectful  to  that  illustrious  individoal  who  is  the  President  of 
this  Society.     It  is  refredriog  to  see  that,  whilst  as  a  patriot  he  is  vinfr 
eating  our  country's  superiority  to  idl  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  fbr 
its  attainments,  its  progress  in  science  and  in  the  arts ;  and  whilst, 
as  a  lover  of  science,  he  is  cultivating  and  developing  the  powers,  the 
faculties,  and  the  resources  of  science ;  the  precioos  claims  of  the 
down-trodden,  the  oppressed,  and  the  needy,  have  not  been  fofgotfen 
by  him.     There  is  a  beautiful  sketch  you  will  remember  in  God^i 
Holy  Wofd.     The  apostles  were  one  day  admiring  the  magnificent 
stones  in  the  Temple  of  Jemsalem,  and  saying,  ^Behold,  how  great 
tJbese  stones  are.**     Our  blessed  Lord  was  not  listening  to  them,  baft 
he  was  beholding  a  widow  casting  her  mite  into  the  treasury.    The 
little  moral  spectacle  of  that  widow  giving  all  to  charity  made  a  deeper 
impression  upon  that  heart  of  hearts  than  all  the  splendoar  and 
glories  of  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem ;  and  I  do  believe  that  when 
higher  intelligences  shall  pass  through  Hyde  Faric,  they  may  look 
with  pity  upon  the  Crystal  Palaee,  while  they  look  with  ssftisfaetioB 
«Bd  delight  upon  those  boHdings,  raised  by  my  friend  Mr.  Roberts,  and 
patronised  by  Prince  Albert,  as  the  noblest  spectacle  to  be  witnessed 
in  that  collection.     (Cheers.)     Let  me  say,  it  is  toterestiag  to  notice 
that  amid  all  that  mnst  have  occupied  the  mind  of  His  Rovai  High* 
ness,  this  has  occupied  a  nook  rand  I  do  hope  that  thoae  who  admire 
his  conduct  in  this  respeet  will  imitate,  as  they  can,  in  their  statioB 
and  in  their  sphere,  his  example.  Whilst,  then,  you  go  to  timt  Crystal 
Palace,  and  wbiUt  yoair  sympathies  and  your  admiratioB  are  sent 
forth  to  the  very  ends  of  the  earth,  recollect  that  Prince  Albert  hai 
left  there  aomeihing  to  recal  your  sympathies  to  yonr  own  threshold; 
and  whilst  yon  are  thinking  of  much  to  be  admired  in  e^rery  corner 
of  the  globe,  let  that  cottage  in  Hyde  Psrk  remind  yon  that  there 
may  be  but  a  brick  wdl  between  you  and  much  wretehednesa  aad 
misery  and  want  that  you  can  remove.    (Cheers.)    We  thank  His 
Royal  Highness  most  heartily.     He  has  read  his  Rible  4oo  vrM  net 
to  have  learned  this  lesson,  that  never  does  greatness  no  aeaily 
approach  to  what  is  divine  aa  when  it  is  clothed  with  charity,  phihm* 
thropy,  and  beneficence.     I  have  great  pleasure  In  aecoadhig  iha 
reaolntion*    (Loud  cheers.) 
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The  Lofto  Bishop  of  M^ncuestsb  tdben  aiid — My  Lord  Shailes- 
bury,  I  shall  flcaccdy  deem  it  necessary  to  trespass  long  on  the  time 
of  the  meeting;  bat  when  your  lordship  wa%  kind  enough,  a  few 
momenta  sioee^  to  ask  my  support  to  the  res<4ntiofH  which  has  jast 
been  submitted,  I  Hell  that  I  eoold  not  sefuse  to  do  so  without  a 
manifest  bveaoh  of  daij...  I  wdl  reeoUect,  my  lord,  when,  not  mongr 
yearn  siaces  I  visiied  the  large  and  hapostaot  city  of  er  which  I  am 
caUed,  in  God's  prcRridenee^  to  pveside^  the  state  of  thinga  which  I 
foond  these,  and  th«  mihappy  rc3atioii»  in  mikay  tespeets,  eiisting 
between  the  two  hraoehe9  of  society — the  eu^jpAof^n  and  the  employed, 
I  shall  never  forgisty  my  lord,  the  vemaik  which  was  nmde  to  me  by 
one  of  the  most  important  mannfaetiirers  in  the  town,  who  told  ma, 
when  I  inquired  into  the  state  of  the  persons  in  his  mill»  that  ha 
believed  I  was  hoping  to  do  a  greftt  deal  of  good— -that  he  leared  I 
should  do  very  little  but  that  I  should  have  all  the  infbrmalioa  he 
could  give  mc^  and  I  might  obtain  as  much  more  as  I  coidd,  with 
every  facility  from  hias,  for  myself-  He  told  me  thaA  his  partners  and 
himself  enqfdoyed  so  many  buoidced  persoas,  that  they  knew  nothmg 
of  where  they  Uved^  how  they  lived,  how  they  educated  their 
children,  whether  ^y  wmii  to  ebnrch  or  not;  vty  more,  he  told  me 
that  when  he  paid  them  on  Satmrday  night  he  knew  not  whether 
they  would  return  on  the  Monday  morning ;  but  he  knew  that  if 
they  did  not  come^  pthem  would.  I  can  bear  testimony,  from  a  bmg 
and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  different  branehea  of  the  trade 
in  wliieh  he  was  employed— that  there .  ia  not  a  single  asanufac- 
turer  in  the  whole  of  that  important  diocese  of  Manchester,  who 
would  now  entertain  a  saogle  thought  of  the  samo  kind,  much  less 
express  it.  The  chaagd  baa  been  asost  nmrvellous — I  had  almost 
said  miraculoua;  and  I  did  not,  therefore^  feel  entitled  to  withhold 
my  bumble  testimony,  when  I  could  assure  y«Hir  lordship,  and  this 
meeting,  that  1  believe  that  the  ol^^ts  of  this  Society,  followed  out 
aa  they  have  been  in  liancashire,  have  been  mainly,  if  not  entirely, 
the  great  cause  of  the  change  produced  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 
The  allotment,  system  has  been  practised  as>  advantageously  as 
extensively.  With  the  remark  thut  fell  from  the  noble  Marquis  who 
first  addressed  yon  I  entirely  eoncor— -that  it  is  not  desirable  to  pram 
this  part  of  the  Society's  operations  too  iw»  But,  my  liMrd,  yon 
have  spoken,  and  spoken  weU,  of  the  second  department  of  the 
Society's  labours — ^the  amelioratioa  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poor.  I 
will  not  enlarge  on  this  subject  further  than  to  relate  one  circum- 
stance, which  has  fallen  wnder  mj  own  particukr  notice;  thai, 
hcHirever  we  may  pride  ours^ves  on  our  schenms  of  liberality  and 
education,  however  we  may  seek  to  tmin  our  youth,  in  teaching  them 
the  Gospel  in  the  ininutable  fonoulariea  of  our  church — for,  widely  aa 
I  would  extend  the  portals  of  edueatioo  to  those  who  differ  from  us, 
I  never,  never  would  agree  to  sacrifice  the  inestimable  privilege  of 
teaching  our  own  fbrniulaarica,4n  all  their  length  and  breadth,  and 
depth  and  heigh^  to  our  own  people— bowever  you  may  seek, 
I  say,  to  inculcate  these  in  the  school,  it  is  otteriy  impossible  to  hope 
that  your  labours  can  be  attaadsd  with  any  good  result,  if  the  child 
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is  to  return  to  an  ill-regulated,  an  impure,  an  unhealthy  home, 
where  all  those  lessons  shall  be  practically  unlearned.  (Cheers.) 
How  will  you  instruct  the  girl  in  modesty  and  chastity,  who  is  to 
return  to  a  home  where  no  provision  is  made  for  the  separation  of  the 
sexes?  How  will  you  inculcate  the  lesson  of  cleanliness,  and  tell  them 
that  *<  cleanliness  is  next  to  godliness,"  if  they  are  to  return  to  im- 
purity and  filth  ?  It  is  utteriy  impossible.  '^  The  soul  will,"  as  a 
great  Author  has  said,  "  embody  and  embrute  itsdf  till  it  quite  lose 
Uie  divine  property  of  its  first  essence,  and  link  itself  by  carnal  sen- 
suality to  a  degenerate  and  degrade  state.'*  Rich  and  beautiful  as 
are  all  the  works  of  art,  as  they  are  commonly  termed,  in  the  Crystal « 
Palace ;  wondrous  as  is  the  skill  that  has  been  given  to  those  arti* 
ficers,  and  eneineefs,  arid  practical  men,  who  devised  them ;  much  as 
we  have  to  thank  God,  who  hath  given  such  gifts  to  men,  and  has 
given  to  man  the  power  so  to  use  them ;  yet,  believe  mie,  the  time  wiU 
assuredly  come  when  our  admimtion  and  our  knowledge  of  these 
works  of  art  will  be  swallowed  up  in  a  yet  higher  and  wider  know- 
ledge, when  our  contemplation  of  those  works  of  skill  will  be  lost  in 
the  contemplation  of  that  skill  which  is. as  infinite  as  it  is  iocimortal— 
when  the  love  of  a  brother,  the  spirit  of  chanty,  the  power  of  that 
God  who  placed  it  in  the  heart  of  man  to  think  for  his  brother,  will 
be  abiding  for  ever  and  even  :  Mv  lord,.  I  have  the  greatest  plea- 
sure in  supporting  the  resolution.    \Lottd  cheers.)    r-  ,. 

The  resolution  was  passed  unammously. 

Lord  Ebrinoton,  M.P.— ^My  lord,  ladies,  and  gentlemen,  I  am 
sure,  after  the  many  eloquent  addresses  which  you  hAve  heaiti  from 
persons  whose  names  are  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  the  accuracy  of 
their  statements^  and  the  weight  to  be  attached  to  them,  it  would  not 
become  me,  at  this  late  hour,  to  dilate  on  any  topic  connected  with 
this  meeting ;  otherwise,  the  attention  which,  for  many  years,  I  have 
given  to  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  migliA  have  induced 
•me  to  trespass  for  a  short  time  upon  you,  I  will  confine  myself,  how- 
ever, to  confirming  what  has  been  stated  by  several  of  those  who 
have  preceded  me,  from  the  experience  I  hav^  had^  and  from  the 
facts  of  which  I  have  been  personally  a  witness*  With  regard  to  the 
field  allotment  system,  I  can  testify,  from  personal  knowledge  of  its 
workings,  not  in  connexion  with  this  Society,  but,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
on  independent  properties  with  which  I  am  well  acquainted  in  many 
parts  of  England,  that  none  of  the  statements  which  have  been  made 
of  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  adoption  of' that  system  to  the 
labouring  classes  have  beeti  in  the  slightest  degree  exaggerated. 
With  regard  to  one  of  the  other  great  operations  of  this  Society, 
the  erection  of  houses  for  the  labouring  classes,  I  will  not  say 
more  than  this — that  my  friend  Dr.  Southwood  Smith,  the  col- 
league of  my  honourable  friend  in  the  chair,  who  has  for  many 
years  devoted  himself  to  the  improvement  of  the  health  of  the  people, 
stated  in  my  hearing,  that  having  carefully  investigated  the  matter, 
and  having  gone  through  all  the  cases  of  illness  s[iecified  among  the 
1500  persons  inhabiting  the  model  lodging  houses  provided,  not  only 
by  thb  Society,  but  by  other  associations,  and  especially  a  commercial 
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association,  of  which  I  am  a  director,  and  which,  so  to  speak,  hallows 
its  iDcome  by  betteriDg  the  physical,  and  thereby,  as  the  ministers  of 
the  Gospel  have  told  you,  the  moral  condition  of  the  labouring  classes 
— that  among  these  1500  people  there  had  not  been  a  single  case  of 
typhus  or  contagious  fever.  We  have,  then,  this  satisfactory 
assurance,  that  by  providing  dwellings  for  the  masses  now  decimated 
almost  by  pestilence,  by  cholera,  and  by  fever,  we  have  it  in  our 
power  to  extirpate  those  disorders,  and  to  remove,  what  I  can 
testify  from  some  recent  experience  as  Secretary  of  the  Poor  Law 
Board,  is  one  of  the  most  fruitful  sources  of  pauperism  and  expense 
to  the  community,  and  which  I  can  further  testify,  as  a  magistrate, 
is  one  of  the  most  fertile  sources  of  demoralization  and  crime. 
But  there  is  one  other  point  on  which  1  would  venture  to  say  a 
few  words.  We  are  told  that  the  labouring  classes  are  warned 
against  societies  and  associations  of  this  so^t,  because,  forsooth, 
they  are  the  results  of  machinations  on  the  part  of  the  aris- 
tocracy and  the.  wealthier  classes  to  enslave  still  further, the 
labouring  classes,  and  keep  them  in  a  state  of  degradation.  I  cpuld 
boldly  appeal  to  the  conscience  of  every  person  who  hears  me,  who 
has  ever  been  a  Contributor  to  any  of  these  undertakings,  as  to  the 
groundlessness  of  this  imputation.  Among  the  names  of  those  who 
have  been  most  active  in  support  of  this  institution,  yfe  find  those  who 
are  also  the  most  active  in  prompting  education  among  the  poor.  As 
you  have  heard  from  much  higher  authority  than  mine,  it  is  in  vain 
to  think  of  separating  the  physical  and  the  moral  means  of  elevating 
the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes.  You  cannot  educate  them 
with  effect  unless  you  improve  their  dwellings.  If  you  improve 
their  dwellings,  and  afford  them  the  means  of  being  independent  in 
circumstances  by  improving  the  health  and  strength  which  is  their 
capital,  and  of  being  respectable  and  moral  in  their  conduct,  there 
is  no  fear  but  that  they  will  provide  education  for  themselves  out  of 
their  earnings.  But,  I  say,  among  these  names  we  see  many  of  those 
who  are  most  eniergetio  in  promoting  the  educi^tion  of  the  labouring 
classes.  There  happen  tq  be  masters  in  the  world  who  desire  to 
keep  in  sujbection  those  who  are  placed  under  them.  What  is  the 
conduct  of  the  white  masters  in  the  United  States  of  America  ?  Do 
they  set  to  work  to  provide  ragged  schools  for  that  unhappy  class  of 
slaves,  which,  to  their  disgrace,  is  to  be  found  in  that  country  ?  Do 
tliey  set  to  work  to  improve  their  moral  and  physical  condition  ? 
On  the  contrary.  Not  only  is  the  popular  feeing  anK>ng  the  white 
population  violently  hostile  to  any  such  attempts,  but  the  very  laws 
of  States,  passed  by  these  white  masters,  prohibit  any  attempts  at 
educating  or  improving  these  unhappy  creatures,  lest,  by  gaining 
knowledge,  which  is  power,  they  should  rise  up. against  their  masters 
and  destroy  their  supremacy.  I  say,  therefore^  that  of  all  the 
groundless  and  absurd  imputations  against  associations  and  societies 
of  tliis  sort,  the.  one  I  have  Rientioned  is  the  i|iost  groundless  and 
the  most  absurd,  and  I  am  afraid  not  the  least  mbchievous,  because  it 
has  obtained  more  currency  than  one  would  have  supposed ;  I  say  it 
is  most  unreasonable  and  ahsufil  to  suppose  that  we  can  haive  entered 
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deliberately  into  a  eonsptracy  for  keepnig  down  tkoie  wliom  it  k  tW 
dearest  object  of  ourhearts  to  elerate,  and  ta  degrade  tbooe  wlioai 
we  are  stniggfifig,  and^  I  am  thanlrfbt  to  say,  not  meffiBotn^,  te 
improve. 

R.  A.  Slanby,  Esq.,  M.P. — I  shall  detain  ymi  b«t  a  very  fisw 
moments  in  seconding  the  motton  wtiidi  itas  been  brewgbt  forward 
by  my  noble  friend.  I  cannot  bat  address  a  few  words  to  you  from 
the  deep  interest  which  I  fed  in  tbis  sacred  eauee  oae  which  I  am 
gratified  m  thinlnng  is  making  its  waj  fast  throtighoat  this  land— <me 
in  which  w^  are  deeply  interested,  net.  merely  from  the  safety  which 
at  brings  wit^  it,  but  from  higher  and  nobler  ^oasideratiews.  As  it 
has  happened  to  me  to  bave  investigated  the  Mtaation  of  many  of 
these  hnmble  persons  hi  their  own  d^ivdlings  m  nwaj  of  oar  laige 
cities,  I  can  bear  witness  to  the  troth  of  the  atatemeats  made  by  thoae 
who  have  preceded  me — that  it  is  net  their  own  laalt  tbat  they  are 
degraded,  but  the  negleet  of  those  above  iihem.  We  have,  it  is  my 
firm  belief,  an  arrear  of  worfc  to  do.  My  honovrable  friend  who  mtt 
beside  me,  the  member  for  Heitford,  has  adverted  to  the  dificehy  hi 
getting  capital  to  be  directed  to  buikltng,  for  the  parpoae  of  improv- 
ing the  condition  tyf  the  lidioaring  classes,  and  bat  stated  many  reasons 
which  occurred  to  his  mind  wby  persons  hitherto  have  been  mtwilling 
to  advance  snms  for  this  object.  I  can  state  to  my  bonoarable  friend, 
and  to  this  meeting,  one  more  eonclnsive  than  those  to  which  he  has 
adverted — one  which  was  investigated  by  a  committee  of  the  htft 
session  of  parliament,  of  which  I  had  the  honour  lo  be  chaimMm,  and 
one  which  they  resolved  unamflBouaiy  oof^  to  be  ibated ;  and  I 
rejoice  to  find,  by  tbe  concession  of  the  present  govcrmuent,  that  it 
is  about  to  be  abated,  for  it  will  remove  one  of  those  obstacles  that 
stood  in  the  way  of  every  man  who  was  denrous  to  isiprove  the 
conidition  of  his  fellows.  I  can  testify,  from  my  own  reaseinbraBec^ 
the  evib,  the  misery,  and  degradati6o,  arising  from  Crowding  the 
poor  together  in  low  alleys  and  miserable  ooarts,  where  they  are 
too  often  doomed  to  dwell.  It  is-  iti  vain  to  carry  anMNigsl  them 
education;  it  is  in  vain  to  send  them  to  schools t  Ihey  come  back 
to  be  tainted  with  the  evil  they  see  arpandtbem;  and  year  eflbrts  are 
in  vain.  Above  all,  I  would  say  that  those  whom  we  onght  most  to 
pity  in  such  degradation,  are  those  whom  We  are  bbiind  of  all  othen 
most  to  protect  and  to  assist  and  elevate — t  mrad  the  gentler  and 
the  weaker  sex.  They  are  confined  to  tfteit  sad  hones  **  from  ^rly 
morn  till  latest  night  ;'^  and  when  their  partners  go  fbtth  to  their 
labour,  happily  carried  away  from  sucb  a  mnrky  atmosphere  ^  a 
considerate  number  of  hours,  these  poor  women  aro  obliged  to 
remain  in  their  miserable  dweitings,  with  children  crying  about  them, 
and  suffering  from  ev3s  which  they  cannot  possibly  remove.  Let  vs 
look  into  these  things;  let  ns  reform  them.  Htire  we  not  great 
reasons  for  doing  so  at  this  peonliar  time  ?  This  is  the  year  1851 — 
the  year  when  the  census  of  onr  population  is  given.  And  wbat  does 
the  census  show?  VHiy,  that  the  great  increase  in  popnlation  is,  in 
Ae  densely-crowded  districts  of  our  large  towns,  at  Hhe  rate  of  thiity 
per  cent,  every  ten  years.     Does  not  "Aia  show  the  ueeUsitj  m 
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addressing  ourselves  from  tiure  to  time  to  the  chaBged  errcon- 
stances  and  aspects  of  our  changeable  populatioB,  adapting  our  laws 
and  regulations  to  them.  One  other  to|ftc  I  will  allude  to— 4t  is  perhaps 
somewhat  new>  but  stUl,  I  am  certain^  it  is  an  important  one.  I  have 
in  former  times  examined  witnesses,  working  men^  who  have  told  me 
that,  however  industrious,  however  desirous  to  stick  to  their  work 
they  may  be,  there  were  times  when  they  were  worn  out  by  con- 
stantly being  kept  to  their  rooms,  and  breathii^  the  same  dose  atmo- 
sphere. This  would  not  be  so  if  th^  had  any  opportunity  of  amuse- 
ment and  exercise  properly  regulated^  in  ^places  where  they  might 
breathe  the  fresh  air.  Many  of  you  are  independent  men,  and  I  ask 
you  to  take  this  matter  in  luind  in  your  respective  neighbourhoods, 
and  try  and  devise  some  plan  by  which  one  or  two  days  in  the  year 
may  be  devoted  to  some  i^ulated  amusement  and  exercise  for  these 
people,  fitted  to  their  ranks  and  situations.  By  so  doing,  so  far  from 
leading  them  into  vice,  you  would  make  their  hearts  grateful  to  yoa, 
strengthen  their  hands  to  labour,  and  raise  their  condition  in  life. 
Lord  Dartmouth,  in  a  district  in  which  I  was  investigating  the  state 
of  the  poor,  (South  Staffordshire,)  has  himself  provided  a  place  for 
occasional  sports  and  amusements  for  his  humbler  neighbours ;  and 
these  are  conducted  in  the  best  manner,  and  the  best  results  are  found 
to  ensue.  Lord  £llesmere»  also^  whose  name  is  identified  with  many 
'  improvements  of  this  kind,  has  carried  out  the  same  plan  in  other 
places.  What  I  wish  to  see  is^  that  such  things  should  be  carried 
out,  not  by  the  gift  of  any  great  nobleman,  or  by  the  subscriptions 
of  the  richer  classes,  but  in  such  a  way  that  the  poor  themselves  may 
subscribe  ^ome  small  amount,  and  have  somethjng  to  do  with  regu- 
lating it.  I  am  sure  if  this  is  done  you  will  find  them  gratefully 
respond  to  your  kindness.  I  feel  I  should  do  wrong  in  trespassing 
further  upon  your  time,  I  will  merely  express  my  hearty  concurrence 
in  the  general  objects  of  this  Society,  and  my  hearty  belief  that,  by 
carrying  them  out,  we  are  not  only  layii^  the  foundations  of  increased 
happiness  among  our  humbler  neighbours,  but  are  preserving  the 
foundations  of  property  itself  in  this  great  country. 

The  resolution  passed  unanimously. 

Loud  Haddo. — I  rise  to  propose  a  resoIuti<m  which  I  am  sure 
will  be  received  with  acclamation;  and,  if  I  am  not  mbtaken,  it  will 
be  more  agreeable  to  your  Lordship's  feelings,  if  I  leave  the  resolu- 
tion to  obtain  that  cordial  reception  which  I  am  sure  is  justly  due  to 
it.  But  though  I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  subject  of  this  resolotion, 
I  cannot  forbear  congratulating  your  Lordship  and  this  meeting 
upon  the  large  amount  of  support  which,  as  we  have  heard  from  the 
Report,  this  Society  continues  to  receive.  I  am  not  surprised  at  this 
support,  because  the  objects  of  the  Society  are  objects  of  vast  and 
practical  importance ;  they  are  objects  of  vast  importance  to  society 
and  to  our  country.  It  is  not  patriotism  or  philanthropy  alone  which 
leads  us  to  promote  the  objects  of  this  society — it  is  upon  the  higher 
ground  of  religion,  it  is  as  Christian  ifien  and  Christian  women  that 
we  take  an  interest  in  these  objects,  and  seek  to  carry  out  that  precept 
of  our  religion,  which  commands  us  to  ''  bear  one  another's  burdens,'* 
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and  to  smooth  the  rugged  path  of  those  who,  like  ourselves,  are 
travellers  through  the  jouruey  of  life,  but  whose  lot  has  been  less 
favoured  thao  our  own.  I  beg  to  move,  <<  That  the  thanks  of  the 
meeting  be  presented  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  for 
his  kindness  in  presiding  on  the  present  occasion,  and  for  his  unceas- 
ing attention  to  the  business  and  objects  of  the  Society."     (Cheers.) 

A  DMiRAL  BowLESy  M.P. — After  the  very  eloquent  and  feeling  manner 
in  which  the  meeting  has  been  already  addressed  by  so  many  speakers 
far  more  gifted  than  myself,  it  would  ill  become  me  to  occupy  your 
attention  a  moment  longer.  I  second,  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  the 
motion  you  have  heard  read  by  the  noble  lord,  feeling,  as  I  do,  that 
our  obligations  to  my  noble  friend  in  the  chair  are  far  beyond  what 
any  national  gratitude  can  express. 

Lord  Radstock. — Allow  me,  before  the  resolution  is  put  to  the 
meeting,  to  say  one  word  in  reply  to  the  challenge  made  by  your 
lordship  at  the  close  of  your  admirable  address.  You  specified  the 
great  advantages  that  have  been  derived  from  the  three  objects  of 
this  institution,  and  you  held  out  a  prospect  of  its  usefulness  being 
extended  and  enlarged,  by  adopting  another  plan,  which  you  recom- 
mended to  the  committee.  I  would  only  suggest  that  an  appeal  be 
made  from  the  Society  to  the  proprietors  of  small  tenements,  and  to 
the  public  generally,  to  carry  out  such  a  benevolent  and  useful  pro- 
posal. 

The  resolution  was  passed  unanimously. 

The  Chairhan,  in  replying,  said,  it  is  a  matter  of  real  gratifica- 
tion to  me  that  my  conduct  should  have  met  with  your  approval. 
Allow  me,  however,  to  say,  that  if  it  had  not  been  my  good  fortune 
to  have  so  zealous,  so  active,  and  so  intelligent  a  committee,  and 
such  hearty  colleagues  in  this  work,  there  would,  I  fear,  be  very 
little  to  thank  me  for.  I  am  by  no  means  insensible  to  the  perils 
that  beset  society;  but  I  do  hope  that  the  efforts  of  associa- 
tions such  as  these,  joined  with  the  efforts  that  are  made  by  many 
private  individuals,  now  that  their  eyes  are  opened  to  the  real  state 
of  things  around  them,  will  go  very  far  indeed,  under  God's  blessing, 
to  repair  the  breaches  that  time  or  neglect  have  made  in  our  social 
system.  We  all  have  a  common  interest  and  a  common  duty — to 
discharge  the  great  principles  of  the  religion  we  profess;  and  the 
common  recompense  we  shall  find  on  this  earth  will  be,  for  ourselves 
and  for  our  children,  in  the  peace,  the  honour,  and  the  moral  welfare 
of  society.     (Cheers.) 
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Passed  at  the  Seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society.— The 
Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  in  the  Chair. 

I. 
Moved  by  the  Most  Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Westminster,  sup- 
ported  byCapt.    ScoBELL,    R.N.,   M.P.,   and   by  the   Hon. 
W.  F.  CowPER,  M.P. 
That  the  Report  now  read  be  received,  and  circulated  under  (he 
direction  of  the  Committee;  and  that  this  meeting  has  heard  with 
much  satisfaction  and  thankfulness  of  the  progress  of  the  Society, 
and   of  the    favourable   impression  it  has  made  on  the   public*    in 
behalf  of  one  of  its  most  important  objects,  the  improvement  of  the 
labouring  classes. 

II. 
Moved  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  S.  G.  Osborne,  seconded  by  the 

Rev.  Dr.  Cumming,  supported  by  the  Bishop  of  Manchester. 
That  the  most  respectful  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  offered  to  His 
Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  the  President  of  this  Society,  for 
the  interest  whicii  he  has  uniformly  manifested  in  all  operations  tend- 
ing to  improve  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes,  and  especially 
for  the  signal  proof  of  such  interest  afforded  by  the  erection  of  the 
model  cottages  in  connexion  with  the  Exhibition;  His  Royal  Highness* 
having  obtained  the  site,  approved  of  the  details  of  the  construction, 
and  completed  the  entire  work  at  his  own  expense. 

III. 
Moved  by  Viscount  Ebbington,  M.P.,  seconded  by  Robert  A, 

Slaney,  Esq.,  M.P. 
That  the  following  six  gentlemen,  having  vacated  their  places  on 
the  Committee  by  ballot,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Charter- 
viz., 


Alexander  Gordon^  Esq. 
Edward  P.  Hathaway,  Esq. 
Philip  Rose,  Esq. 

Resolved,  that  the  following  five  of  the  aforesaid  Gentlemen,  viz., 


F.  L.  Wollaston,  Esq. 
Henry  Penton,  Esq. 
Rev.  Edmund  Holland. 


F.  L.  Wollaston,  Esq. 

and  also 
George  Pearce,  Esq. 


Rev.  Edmund  Holland. 
Alexander  Gordon,  Esq. 
Edward  P.  Hathaway,  Esq. 
Philip  Rose,  Esq. 

be  elected  to  serve  on  the  Committee  for  the  period  specified  in  the 
charter,  and  that  Robert  Makin  Bates,  Esq.,  and  Frederick 
Sandoz,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Auditors  for  the  year  ensuing. 

IV. 

Moved  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Haddo,  seconded  by  Admiral 

Bowles. 

"   That  the  best  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  respectfully  presented  to 

the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Shaptbsbury,  for  his  kindness  in  pre* 

siding  on  the  present  occasioD,  and  for  his  unceasing  attention  to  the 
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Folkingham  ....  (D.)  10    0 

B.  C.  Tattnall,  Esq.,  Dun  Ediu, 
Murrayfield,  Edinbargfa  .    '.  10    0 

Most  Hon.  Marqnis  of  Bland- 
ford,  M.P.,  per  Williams  & 
Co (D.)     5    0 

Bt.    Hon.    Lord   Castlereagh, 

M.P 5    0 

Bt.  Hn.  YisMQiit  Newark  (D.)     0    0 

Miyor-Oen.  Sir    H.  Bonborj, 

Bt.,  Boston  Hall    ....    5    0 

C.  V (D.)     5    0 

B.  S.  Holford,  Esq.,  Bolton-st.  d  5 
B.   H.   Vade  Walpole,     Esq., 

Upper  Brook-street  .  (D.)  5  0 
8.  Tremenlieere,    Esq.,    Pall 

Mall 3     3 

Sir  Thomas  Hastings,  Bt.  (D.)  3  0 
B.  A.  Hornby,  Esq.,  Winwick, 

Warrington .20 

A.  B.  St.  Leger,  Esq.,  Berkeley- 
square  2    0 

A.  L.  Wollaston,  Esq.,  Camden 

Hill,  Cranbrook      ....  2  2 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Childers,  Sth.  Bel- 
mont, Doncaster    .     .     ..22 

B.  C.  Kidd,Esq.,  Kensington  .  2  0 
F.  W.  Cobb,  Esq.,  Margate  .  2  2 
His  Grace  the  Dnke  fit  Grafton.  1  1 
Col.    Palliser,  Derry,    Lasken, 

Fethard,  Tipperary.  ...11 
Hon.  and  Bev..  S.  G.  Osborne, 

Darweston,  near  Blandford  .10 
Capt.  Jervois,  B.E.,  Chatham  .10 
E.  Warner,  Esq.,  Westboume- 

terrace .11 

Bev.  H.J.  Lodington, Graven ey, 

near  Faversham.  •  .  .  .  11 
BcT.  W.  Harness,  per  Williams.    1  *  1 

C.  H.  Clarke,  Esq.,  per  ditto  .  1  1 
Moutagae  Gore,  Esq.,  Mount-lit.    1  '  1 


10    0 


£    9.  d. 

Ewryale  Cateanx,  Esq.,  France 

(D.)     1     1     0 
Miss  S.  Jeffery,  Bahama  Villa, 

Cheltenham  .' 10 

E.B.Lawrence,  Esq.,  Pall-mall    1     1 
Miss  Marryatt,  Wimbledon  ..11 
P.  Cator,  Esq.,  Beckenham 
Sir  6.  Otway,Bart.,BelgraTe-at. 
Capt.  Caldwell,  Audley-square 
Capt.  £.  A.  Pereeyal,  Welliogton 
Capt.  J.  J.  Chapman,  B.A. 
J.  W.  Parker,  Esq.,  Strand 
James  Evans,  Esq.,  Norwood, 

per  H.  BobarU,  £sq.,F.S.A 
W.  Lawreite,  Esq.,  WhiteMl- 

place   

G.  Pilcher,  Esq.,  Ot.  George-st. 

B.  HUhouse,  Esq.,  Heme-hiU 

C.  Hilhonse,  Esq.,  Pavement 
B.  Tidswell,  Esq.,  Foater-lane 
Fred.  Parker,  Esq.,  Cambridge 
Bev.  C.  Heskett,  North  Neots, 

Sontbport,  Lancashire  •  . 
T.  F.  Cokb,  Esq.,  Margate  •  . 
Bev.  G.  Gilbert,  Ware,  HerU    . 

T.  B.  Crosae,  Esq 

Bev.  Canon  Bogers,  Hilton 
Mrs.  A.  Gnnter,  Newpmt,  Isle 

of  Wight 0  10    0 

Mrs.  C.  Gunter,  ditto      .    .     .    0  10    0- 
H.  D.  Bnrr,  Esq.,  PiccadiUy    .    0  10    0 
T.  Wood,  Esq.,  Craven-atreet  .    0  10    0 
J.  G.  Barker,  Esq.,  Abbey-hiU.    0  10    0 


110 
110 
0  10  0 
0  10  0 
0  10    0 


Per  Mr.  H.  Martin,  Agent, 

J.  H.  Pattisson,  Esq.       ...  1     1 

T.  Barnham,  Esq 11 

W.  C.  Moreland,  Esq.     ...  1     0 

A.  Pott,  Esq 0  10 

V.  Pomf\ret,  Esq 0  10 

Bev.  J.  Hilton 0  10 

Bev.  J.  Hilton,  jun.    ....  0  10 

E.  Knight,  Esq 0  10 

Bev.  H.  Smith 0  10 

J.  GodfVey,  Esq.     ....     .  0  10 


Tlie  Anmud  List  ofDonq^unis  and  SvbscriptionSy  and  an  Aeeouni  of  the 
Funds  Property  of  the  Society  according  to  the  Charter^  wiU  hegiven 
in  the  Nvmherfor  AugvAt, 

f  ■     *     ■    *        ■         •  •  * ' 

Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Savill,  at  his  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  Parish  of 
St.  Paal,  Covent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  published 
by  John  Wood,  at  No.  i2l,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  tl\e  san\e  Coiuity,  ifbere  all 
Communications  arft  to  be'addre8sed.-^o]d  l>y  Seeley,  Fleet  Street ;  Nisbet  and  Co., 
Bemera  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Straiul,  London. 
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Lodging- Houses  Bill 133 


Houses  Modelled  for  Lodgings  for 

the  Industrial  Classes      ....  141 
General  Statement  of  Accounts     .    .144 


PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTHS  OF  JUNE 

AND   JULY.  ^.eiermU,  Strang. 

A  MEETING  of  the  General  Committee  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
the  4th  of  June,  William  Gregson,  Esq.,  in  the  chair;  Henry 
Blanshard,  Henry  Roberts,  and  Samuel  Hanson,  Esqrs. 

The  Charter  requiring  that  from  amongst  die  persons  who 
were  Vice-Presidents  "bf  the  Society  at  the  date  of  its  Incorpo- 
ration, the  first  committee  of  the  Corporation  shall  nominate 
not  less  than  five,  nor  more  than  fifteen  persons,  to  be  the  first 
Vice-Patrons  of  the  Corporation, —  . 

Resolved, — That  the  following  persons  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  nomhiated  to  be,  Vice-Patrons  of  the  Corpo- 
ration;— His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury;  His 
Grace   the   Duke   of  Manchester;  the  Most  Hon.  the 
Marquis  of  Bristol;  the  Rieht  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Carlisle; 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Harrowby;  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Verulam;  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Eldon ; 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Effinff^^am ;  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  John  Russell,  M.P. ;  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Bar- 
rington,  M.P.;  the  Right  Hon.  and  Right  Rev.  the  Bishop 
of  London;  the  Right  Rev.  the   Bishop  of  Gloucester 
and  Bristol;   the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Kenyon;  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Rayleigh ;  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Skelmersdale. 
The  Charter  rcquuring  that  such  persons,  not  being  less  than 
twelve,  nor  more  than  twenty-four,  as  the  first  committee  shall 
nominate,  shall  be  the  first  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Corporation, — 
Resolved, — That  the  following  persons  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  nominated  to  be,  Vice-Pkesidents  of  the  Corpo- 
ration,—that  is  to  say,  the  Marquis  of  Blandford,  M.P. ; 
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the  Ead  of  Shaiitesbuiy;  the  Viaco«btEbraigtou»  M.F.; 
>  the  Yiseomt  Braekley^  ALP. ;  Ixxd  Heaiy  Oiolragodekrjr ; 
Lord  Robert  Grosvenor,  M.P. ;  the  Lord  Teignmouth ; 
the  Hon.  William  Ashley;  the  Hon.  William  F.  Cowper, 
M.P.;  Sir  Brooke  W.  Bridges,  Bart;  Sir  Digby  Mack- 
worth,  Bart.;  Sir  Arthur  De  Capel  Broke,  Efart.;  Sir 
John  Dean  Paul,  Bart.;  Sir  W.  Edward  Parry,  R.N.; 
B.  Bond  Cabbell,  Esq.,  M.P:  J.  W.  ChiHers,  Esq  ,M.P.; 
J.  H.  H.  Foley,  Esq.,  M.P.;  W.  A.  Macldnnon,  Esq., 
M.P.;  W.  Miles,  Esq.,  M.P.;  R.  Brinsley  Sheridan,  Esq., 
M.P.;  John  C.Colquhoun,  Esq.;  Samuel  Gurney,  Esq.; 
John  Hardy,  Esq. 
Adjourned  to  Wednesday,  the  11th  June. 


At  an  adjourned  meetinc  of  the  committee,  held  on  Wednes- 
day, the  11th  of  June — Present,  Maior  Little,  in  the  chair; 
William  Gregson,  John  Sperling,  Robert  B.  Seeley,  Thomas 
Twining,  jun.,  Henry  Roberts,  and  Samuel  Hanson,  E^sqrs. 

The  by-laws  required  by  the  provisions  of  the  Charter 
were  considered  and  passed,  subject  to  confirmation  by  a  special 
meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Society,  to  be  held  on  Tuesday, 
the  17  th  June. 


On  Monday,  the  16th  of  June,  the  regular  monthly  meeting 
of  the  committee  was  held, — Present,  the  Rev.  S.  R.  Cattley, 
in  the  chair;  Major  Little,  Henry  Roberts,  Thomas  Twining,  jun., 
and  John  Sperling,  Esqrs. 

The  meetings  of  the  19th  of  May,  and  also  of  the  4th  and 
11th  of  June,  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  committee  proceeded  to  ballot  as  to  one-fourth  of  the 
committee  who  are  to  go  out  of  office  in  the  present  year, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Charter;  and  on  examination  of 
the  ballot,  it  appeared  the  following  were  to  go  out  of  office — viz., 
the  Rev.  E.  Hollond,  Alexander  Gordon,  Edward  P.  Hathaway, 
Philip  Rose,  F.  L.  Wollaston,  and  Henry  Penton,  Esqrs. 

Letters  were  read  from  the  Secretaries  of  the  National  Club, 
Athenseum,  Oriental,  United  Service,  City  of  London,  and  Junior 
United  Service;  Colonel  Phipps;  the  Earl  of  Zetland;  the  Earl 
of  Shaftesbury ;  the  Reverends  H.  Bigjgs,  J.  Royds,  J.  Oswald 
Routh,  S.  R.  Cattley,  and  W.  Nicholson ;  Arthur  Kingslake, 
Beauchamp  Brostop,  Justinian  Perry,  R.  Williams,  T.  G^ner, 
Montague  Gore,  O'Connel  Grimshaw,  W.  E.  Hilliard,  R.  A. 
Hornby,  E.  P.  Hathaway,  Thomas  Twining,  jun.,  Oswald  Mosley, 
J.  P.  Wallace,  N.  Bridges,  and  S.  Gravener,  Esqrs. ;  also  from 
Professor  Huber,  of  Berlin^  with  a  Report  of  proceedings  in  that 
city. 
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On  Tuendajy  the  17th  of  Joxie,  a  «peciid  meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  Society,  was  convened  by  advertieement,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  certain  by^-laws  made  by  the  committee^ 
in  pursuance  of  the  Charter,  and  of  agreeing  and  confirming  the 
•ame,  if  they  shall  approve  thereof,  William  Gregson,  Esq.,  in 
the  chair. 

The  Secretary  read  the  clause  from  the  Charter,  as  to  the 
making  and  confirmation  of  by-laws.  He  also  produced  notices 
of  the  special  meeting  for  the  consideration  of  by-laws,  which  had 
been  posted  up  in  the  office  for  seven  days  or  more,  also  the 
advertisement  in  ihe*7Hmes,  the  Herald^  the  Daily  Netos,  and 
the  Morning  JPbst, 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  by-laws,  as  finally  settled  by 
the  committee,  upon  which  it  was 

Resolved,-^That  the  said  by-laws  be  and  they  are  hereby 
confirmed. 

On  Friday,  the  27th  of  June,  the  General  Committee  met, — 
Present,  William  Long,  Esq.,  in  the  chair;  the  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury, Major  Little,  Thomas  Twining,  jun.,  J.  Sperling,  R.  B. 
Seeiey,  Ii.  Blanshard,  F.  H.  N.  Glossop,  and  H.  Roberts,  Esqrs. 

The  ^Report  for  the  year  1850  was  read,  and  the  substance 
thereof  agreed  to. 

The  Resolutions  to  be  submitted  to  the  annual  meeting  were 
also  read  and  approved,  and  the  Secretary  reported  the  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  who  had  consented  to  attend  the  meeting 
and  move  the  resolutions. 

Resolved, — That  George  Pearce,  Esq.,  be  requested  to  become 
a  member  of  the  committee. 


The  committee  met  op  Monday  the  21st  of  July. — Present^ 
William  Gregson,  Esq.,  in  the  chair;.  Major  Little,  Thomas 
Twining,  jun.,  John  iridgee,  Henry  Roberts,  John  Sperling, 
E.  H.  Fitzherbert,  and  George  Pearce,  Esoia 

The  minutes  of  the  16th  and  27th  of  June  were  read  and 
confirmed;  and  the  minutesT>f  the  special  meeting  of  the  Society, 
for  the  purpose  of  agreeing  to  and  confirming  the  by-laws, 
were  reported. 

The  Corporation  seal  was  affixed  to  a  mortgage  on  the  Port- 
pool-lane  property,  for  securing  £4500  and  interest  at  4  per  cent, 

The  seal  was  affixed  by  the  Secretary,  in  4e  presence  of  the 
committee,  and  attested  by  William  Gregson,  Esq.,  cfaair^nan ; 
Major  Little,  H.  Roberts,  X  Sperling,  ana  John  Bridges,  Esars. 

The  allotment  agent  has  been  principally  engaged  the  last 
month  at  the  Exhibition,  and  still  finds  it  necessary  to  be  in 
fdmost  constant «  attendance  there,  in  consequence  of  the  very 
great  number  of  visitors  who  require  information  on  the  plant 
and  operations  of  the  Society.    Ue  has  inspected  during  ttie 
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month  the  Society's  new  allotinents  of  Strood  and  Sutton,  also  at 
Tunbridge  Wells  and  West  Mailing. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings  report  that  they  have 
determined  to  recommend  the  fitting  up  of  the  basement-rooms 
in  the  Streatham-street  Family  Houses,  and  that  they  had  a 
plan  and  an  estimate  of  the  expense,  which  amounts  to  J£10C^ 
prepared,  which  they  have  approved. 

They  also  report  that  the  Portpool-lane  Buildings  are  nearly 
completed,  and  ihey  are  about  to  take  steps  to  have  the  female 
rooms  furnished,  and  other  measures  for  tue  early  occupation  of 
the  entire  buildings. 

The  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  the  Dwelling  and  Lodging 
Houses  was  laid  on  the  table,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
houses  are  all  full,  and  the  conduct  of  the  tenants  very  satisfactory. 
Mr.  Roberts  reported  the  visit  of  the  Queen  and  Prince 
Albert  to  the  Prince  Albert's  Cottages  in  Hyde  Park,  on  Satur- 
day', the  12th  July.  Her  Majesty  was  received  by  the  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury  and  the  honorary  architect,  who  accompanied  her 
through  the  several  rooms.  She  examined  with  attention  and 
minuteness  the  different  improvements,  and  the  detail  of  construc- 
tion, and  was  graciously  pleased  to  express  her  gratification  at 
what  she  had  seen. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  attended  a  meeting  of  the 
committee  of  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Association  on  Saturday,  the 
12th  July,  and  regrets  to  say,  that  the  Lodging  House  there 
has  at  present  only  five  inmates,  and  has  not  at  any  time 
exceeded  eight. 

In  appointing  the  several  sub-committees  for  the  ensuing  year, 
it  was 

Resolved, — That  Lord  Henry  Cholmondeley,  Lord  Moretoo, 
Henry  Roberts,  John  Sperling,   R.  B.  Seeley,  William 
Gregson,  and  Henry  Blanshard,  Esqrs.,  be  the  Sub-Com- 
mittee on  Dwellings. 
That  Lord  Henry  Cliolmondeley,  Charles  A.  Moody,  Esq., 
M.P.,    R.  B.   Seeley,    E.   U.   Fitzherbert,  and   Heniy 
Roberts,  Esqrs.,  be  the  Sub-Committee  on  Allotments. 
That  Major  Little,  John  Sperling,   R.  B.  Seeley,   Heniy 
Roberts,  E.  H.  Fitzherbert,  and  G.  Pearce,  Esqrs.,  be  the 
Sub-Committee  on  Finance,  Loans,  and  Benefit  Societies. 
An  abstract  of  the  Accounts,  and  of  the  Funds  and  Property 
of  the  Society,  was  presented,  and  ordered  to  be  published  In  two 
morning  papers,  according  to  the  provisions  of  tne  Charter. 

Letters  were  read  from  Colonel  Grey,  Buckingham  Palace; 
Colonel  Kinloch;  the  Reverends  W.  R.  Bosanquel,  W.  Nicholson, 
Thomas  Stevens,  E.  Golding,  T.  Dowell,  W.  Ayres;  R.  B. 
Sheridan,  Esq.,  M.P.;  G.  Anderson,  F.  N.  Bagnall,  G.  F.  Smith, 
Charles  Hesledeo,  G.  Pearce,  Joseph  Toynbee,  N.  Bridge^ 
Esqrs.,  &c.  &c. 
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LODGING-HOUSES  BILL, 

On  Tuesday,  the  8th  of  July,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  moved  the 
second  reading  of  that  bill,  and  in  so  doing  said  he  felt  that  it 
would  be  necessary  for  him  to  detain  their  lordships  for  some  two  or 
three  minutes  by  some  preliminary  observations,  not  so  much  to  prove 
the  existence  of  a  great  social  mischief,  as  to  explain  and  justify  the 
principle  of  the  remedy  which  he  proposed  to  apply  to  it.  But  first 
he  must  give  them  some  notion  of  the  present  state  of  things,  and  that 
could  not  be  done  without  a  statement  of  details ;  but  as  their  lord- 
ships had  already  passed  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  common  houses^ 
he  thought  that  they  might  be  spared  the  most  protracted  and  dis- 
gusting particulars.  The  measure  which  he  had  then  to  propose  was 
intended  principally  for  what  might  be  termed  the  stationary  popula- 
tion. The  migratory  population  was  that  which  chiefly  resorted  to 
the  common  houses,  whilst  the  -  stationary  population  was  that  which 
resided  in  our  large  towns,  and  spread  themselves  over  them  in 
different  directions.  It  was  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  latter 
population  that  he  now  introduced  this  bill ;  and  to  give  them  some 
slight  notion  of  the  condition  in  which  that  population  was,  even  in 
the  most  favourable  view  which  could  be  taken  of  it,  he  would  read 
to  their  lordships  a  return,  which  had  been  made  to  the  Statistical 
Society  at  the  instance  of  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Harrowby)  in  1842. 
The  result  of  an  inspection  made  by  that  society  in  that  year  was  as 
follows : — <<  Total  families  inspected,  1465 ;  total  returns  for  whole, 
2174;  having  one  room  for  whole  family,  929;  two  rooms,  408; 
three  ditto,  94  :  four  ditto,  17;  five  ditto,  8;  six  ditto,  4  r  seven 
dhto,  1;  eight  ditto,  I;  remaining  three  <not  ascertained.""  Such 
was  a  sample  of  the  condition  in  which  the  population  lived  in  one  of 
the  wealthiest  parishes  in  the  metropolis  ;  but  what  must  be  the  state 
of  things  in  its  less  favoured  districts,  such  as  Whitechapel,  Shoreditch, 
St.  Luke's,  Spitalfields,  and  others  which  he  could  easily  name  ?  The 
return  which  he  had  just  read  to  their  lordships  showed  that  929 
families  were  each  sleeping  in  one  room.  He  would  say  nothing  of  the 
cases  in  which  they  would  find  two,  three,  or  four  families  residing  in 
these  single  rooms.  He  would  say  nothing  of  their  condition,  nothing 
of  the  want  of  fresh  air,  nothing  of  the  contaminated  character  of  the 
room,  nothing  of  the  privies  for  several  hundreds,  nothingof  the  want 
of  water,  nothing  of  the  want  of  drainage,  nothing  of  the  vast  mass  of 
filth,  nothing  of  the  neglect  of  the  authorities  and  of  the  helplessness 
of  the  people,  nothing  of  the  want  of  everything  that  was  necessary 
to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  wretched  inmates  of  these  miserable 
dens.  He  confessed  that  he  should  like  to  detain  their  lordships  with 
details  on  these  points,  in  order  that  he  might  Impress  on  their  minds 
how  dreadful  the  real  state  of  things  was,  and  how  necessary  it  was 
for  them  to  apply  to  it  an  immediate  remedy*  For  this  was  not  a 
state  of  things  applying  only  to  that  great  metropolis — it  applied  also 
to  the  small  towns  and  villages  scattered  over  this  great  country* 
Their  lordships  would  find  that  even  worse  things  than  these  were 
revealed  to  them  by  the  ravages  of  disease.    It  was  the  ravages  of 
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the  cholera  which  first  revealed  these  rotten  parts  of  our  system,  as  it 
would  do  again,  if  we  did  not  previously  provide  a  remedy  against 
them.  He  requested  their  lordships  just  to  let  him  state  what  were 
the  secrets  which  the  cholera  revealed  to  us.  Let  not  their  lordships 
run  away  with  the  notion  that  our  villages,  so  beautiful  to  the 
passers-by,  were  full  of  Arcadian  simplicity  and  purity.  No  sueh 
thing ;  in  such  villages  were  the  most  offensive  localities  that  could 
be  found.  It  was  true  that  no  remedy  had  yet  been  provided  for  the 
evils  which  prevailed  there — for  this  bill  only  applied  to  cities  and 
boroughs  which,  according  to  the  last  census,  had  a  population  of 
10,000  inhabitants.  He  would  just  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  two  instances  which  showed  that  in  our  villages  there  was  a 
state  of  things  which  of  itself  was  sufficient  to  broed  a  pestilence 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom.  First  of  all,  he  would  bring  under 
consideration  the  picture  of  Mitcham,  an  agricultural  village  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  with  a  population  not  much  exceeding  600  inha- 
bitants. This  was  the  report  of  the  inspectors  of  populous  places  in 
that  district : — 

<<  During  the  prevalence  of  the  late  epidemic  cholera,  about  one* 
fifth  of  the  inhabitants  were  attacked,  and  the  deaths  in  one  month 
were  3.8  per  cent  of  the  whole  population.  On  examining  the 
patients  whose  lives  had  been  spared,  I  found  them,  with  scarcely  an 
exception,  in  a  state  of  great  physical  prostration.  Four  or  five  years 
previously,  the  village  was  afflicted  with  typhus;  the  same  houses 
were  recently  attacked  with  cholera,  and  only  about  five  weeks  before 
my  inquiry,  influenza  was  so  prevalent  as  to  seize  almost  universally 
man  and  beast"  ^ 

But  even  this  description  was  nothing  to  that  given  of  another 
village  in  the  same  county  of  Norfolk — he  meant  the  village  of 
Nordelf.     It  was  well  worthy  the  attention  of  their  lordships : — 

*<  There  is  no  kind  of  drainage  in  the  place ;  the  houses  are  small, 
unventilated,  dark,  and  dilapidated ;  the  floors  are  of  brick,  uneven, 
broken,  and  full  of  cavities  ;  the  roofs  decayed,  unsafe,  and  abound* 
ing  with  holes ;  the  rooms  are  inconvenient,  comfortless,  and  filthy 
in  the  extreme ;  pig-sties  and  privies,  in  the  foulest  condition,  are 
situated  within  a  few  feet  of  bed-places,  in  which  I  saw  many  patienta 
in  cholera,  lying  enveloped  in  the  disgusting  effluvia  from  the  sur- 
rounding abominations." 

Such  was  the  report  of  the  inspector.  Now,  let  their  lordshipa 
mark  the  result.  *'  There  were  52  cases  of  cholera  among  a  popo* 
lation  of  150."  50  cases  of  cholera  in  the  small  population  of  this 
village !  Why,  it  swept  away  one-third  of  its  whole  population. 
What  would  their  lordships  have  felt  if  such  a  rate  of  mortality  had 
occurred  in  that  metropolis  ?  Why,  it  would  have  carried  oflT  no  less 
than  700,000  of  the  inhabitants  of  London.  Everything  was  done 
II  hich  could  be  done  to  check  the  ravages  of  that  pestilence.  And 
mark  again  the  result  :-*- 

<<  After  the  deansing  operations,  commenced  on  the  7th  of 
December,  only  four  additional  cases  of  cholera  occurred,  together 
with  a  few  casts  of  diarrhosa,  that  were  arrested  i^  the  very 
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That  was  the  state  of  things  in  a  small  parish,  arising  entirely  out 
of  the  lamentable  domiciliary  condition  of  its  residents.  Now,  there 
was  at  no  great  distance  from  the  splendid  chamber  in  which  their 
lordships  were  then  sitting  a  wretched  precinct  which  they  would  do 
well  to  see  with  their  own  eyes,  as  he  had  done,  before  they  returned 
home  that  evening — it  was  Church-lane,  in  the  parish  of  St.  John, 
Westminster.  He  had  selected  this  parish  from  the  report  to  which 
he  had  already  referred,  and  he  would  read  to  theif  lordships  a  sum* 
mary  of  its  condition — 

^^  Church-lane. — A  picture  in  detail  of  human  wretchedness,  filth, 
and  brutal  degradation.  In  these  wretched  dwellings,  all  ages  and 
both  sexes,  fathers  and  daughters,  mothers  and  sons,  grown-up 
brothers  and  sisters,  the  sick,  dying,  and  dead,  are  herded  together.^ 

He  could  say,  from  his  own  knowledge,  that  this  was  no  exaggerated 
picture  of  the  condition  of  the  district ;  but  the  summary  went  on  afl 
follows : — 

'<  Take  an  instance : — House,  No.  2,  size  of  room,  14  feet  long,  IS 
feet  broad,  6  feet  high ;  rent  8^.  for  two  rooms  per  week — ^under-rent, 
3d,  a  night  for  each  adult.  Number  of  families,  3  ;  eight  males  above 
20 ;  five  females  above  20  ;  four  males  under  20 ;  £ye  females  under 
20 ;  total,  22  souls.  Landlady  receives  189.  a  week— thus  a  clear 
profit  of  10*.     State  of  rooms,  filthy .** 

Not  to  detain  their  lordships  longer,  he  would  now  give  them  the 
final  summary  of  their  inspector,  who  had  visited  161  places  and 
districts,  containing  an  aggregate  population  of  1,912,000  souls.  His 
statement  was,  that  the  reports  were  uniform  on  this  point — that  the 
condition  of  the  domiciles  of  the  labouring  peasantry  was  such  as  he 
had  described  it.  Let  their  lordships  next  consider  the  consequences 
which  were  almost  certain  to  result  from  such  a  melancholy  descrip- 
tion of  affairs,  and,  first,  with  regard  to  the  physical  condition  of  the 
people.  You  could  not  enter  into  their  habitations  without  seeing 
the  physical  degradation  which  it  produced.  All  the  persons  who 
had  fainted  under  the  disgusting  atmosphere  which  they  had  to  breathe 
whilst  inspecting  their  tenements — all  who  could  bear  testimony  by 
personal  experience  to  the  deleterious  miasma  which  reigned  within 
them,  concurred  in  stating  that  they  could  enter  fully  into  the 
feelings  of  those  who  occupied  them;  for  they  themselves  had  felt 
the  same  necessity  for  some  stimulus  to  support  exhausted  nature 
which  the  inmates  felt.  The  depression  of  strength  and  energy  which 
was  there  produced  created  a  strong  propensity  for  intoxicating 
drinks.  Fever  was  never  absent  from  such  abodes.  Hundreds  and 
thousands  were  struck  by  it,  and  became  easy  subjects  for  cholera  or 
any  other  epidemic.  It  was  a  melancholy  fact  that  in  such  places 
fever  selected  for  its  attacks  the  heads  of  families,  and  not  only  the 
heads  of  families,  but  all  who  were  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  were  the 
fathers  and  mothers  of  healthy  children.  That  fact  was  clearly 
established  by  the  records  of  our  fever  hospitals ;  and  in  the  returns 
from  those  establishments  their  lordships  would  find  that  the  greatest 
mortality  from  fever  always  prevailed  among  the  most  vigorove 
patients.    From  a  court  adjoining  Gray's-imi-laDe,  in  a  space  not 
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larger  than  the  chamber  in  which  he  was  then  speaking,  eighty-foar 
cases  bad  been  sent  to  the  Fever  Hospital  since  February  last,  and 
more  cases  were  still  going.  Could  their  lordships  suppose  that  these 
physical  evib  produced  no  mischievous  moral  consequences?  He 
was  sorry  to  have  to  inform  them  that  they  produced  the  most  fatal 
and  deadly  consequences.  They  generated  habits  of  drinking-^they 
led  to  the  overthrow  of  decency.  Every  function  of  nature  was 
performed  in  public — there  was  no  retirement  for  any  purpose— there 
was  no  domestic  education — ^nay,  education  itself  was  useless,  if 
children  returned  to  their  homes  to  unlearn  by  example  what  they 
had  learned  by  precept.  He  grieved  to  reflect  that  in  these  dens 
there  could  be  no  domestic  training  of  that  description  which  was 
more  valuable  than  any  other  training— the  training  of  the  mother; 
and  that  the  want  of  such  domestic  training  could  not  be  compensated 
by  any  system  of  public  education  which  could  be  devised.  This  he 
saw  daily.  He  had>  as  many  of  their  lordships  perhaps  knew,  been 
for  some  time  connected  with  the  ragged  schools  recently  established 
in  the  metropolis.  Most  of  the  ragged  children  whom  they  saw  about 
the  streets  attended  those  schools,  and  not,  he  trusted,  without  benefit. 
A  young  boy  or  girl  received  there  useful  lessons,  but  they  returned 
to  the  single  room,  in  which  six  families  might  be  residing,  without 
any  regard  to  the  restraints  which  were  necessary  for  a  social,  moral, 
and  religious  life ;  and  they  lost  in  one  hour  all  the  decent  impressions 
which  they  had  gained  in  the  previous  six.  Until  this  source  of  evil 
were  removed,  all  your  hopes  to  improve  the  morals  of  your  people, 
all  your  eflbrts  to  give  them  a  useful  and  religious  education,  will 
be  vain.  You  must  stop  this  swelling  fountain  of  disaster,  if  you 
would  carry  into  execution  the  benevolent  and  provident  views 
which  you,  in  common  with  all  who  have  property  to  protect, 
entertain  towards  the  lower  classes.  There  were  other  consequences 
from  this  state  of  things  to  which  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
their  lordships,  and  those  were  its  financial  consequences.  It  was 
clear  to  him  that  a  great  part  of  the  pressure  on  the  poor-rates  was 
produced  by  the  condition  to  which  the  people  were  reduced  by  their 
habits  of  intoxication,  and  by  the  fever  which  always  raged  in  their 
dwellings,  owing  to  the  causes  he  had  already  assigned.  Thousands 
of  widows  and  orphans,  deprived  of  their  natural  protectors  in  this 
manner,  were  yearly  carried  to  the  poorhousc,  and  there  became  a 
permanent  charge  on  the  rates,  or  ebe  were  supported  by  private 
charities.  He  would  give  an  instance  of  the  working  of  this  part  of 
the  system.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera,  it  was  reported  to 
the  Sanitary  Board  [the  noble  earPs  expression  was  *<  to  us"]  that 
there  was  a  court  near  Chiswick  (we  think  he  said)  in  such  a  crowded 
and  filthy  condition,  that  if  the  cholera  broke  out  there,  its  ravages 
must  be  deplorable.  Mr.  Grainger  brought  the  case  under  our 
notice.  We  told  the  parish  authorities  to  remove  from  that  court 
some  of  the  families  residing  in  it ;  for  we  warned  them  that,  if  they 
did  not,  and  the  cholera  ravaged  it,  the  results  would  be  most  dan- 
gerous. Within  three  days  after  we  had  given  that  notice,  the 
icholera  did  break  out  there.    It  seized,  like  fever,  on  the  heads  of  the 
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families.  In  one  day  several  died,  and  fourteen  children  w6re  in 
consequence  carried  to  the  public  workhouse  to  become  a  permanent 
charge  on  the  poor-rates,  when  the  expenditure  of  10/.  in  the  first 
instance  might  have  rescued  the  parish  from  further  expense,  and 
have  saved  the  lives  of  their  parents.  He  was  quite  sure,  from  cal- 
culations which  he  had  made  with  his  two  excellent  friends,  Mr. 
Chadwick  and  Dr.  Southwood  Smith,  that  if  the  sanitary  condition  of 
our  towns  should  be  improved  according  to  the  plans  which  they 
superintended  and  suggested,  within  ten  years  from  this  time  the 
poor-rates  would  be  reduced  to  one-third  of  their  present  amount. 
It  was  a  partial  endeavour  to  meet  this  state  of  things  that  induced  him 
to  propound  a  measure,  founded  on  a  principle  already  recognised  by 
their  lordships  in  the  Baths  and  Washhouses  Act.  Let  it  be  observed, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  bill  was  permissive,  and  not  compulsory  ; 
and  in  the  second,  that  it  was  founded  on  the  assumption  that  such 
institutions  as  those  which  he  was  then  about  to  propose  were  alto- 
gether remunerative,  self-supporting,  replacing  both  principal  and 
interest,  without  anything  of  an  eleemosynary  character  about  them. 
He  would  just  furnish  their  lordships  with  an  instance  of  the  mode  in 
which  a  similar  experiment  had  been  tested  by  experience.  He  was 
connected  with  a  society  for  ameliorating  the  situation  of  the  labour- 
ing classes,  and  for  improving  their  domiciliary  condition.  That 
society  had  proceeded  on  this  principle,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
improve  their  domiciliary  condition  unless  they  could  be  made  to 
study  their  own  interests.  We  constructed,  therefore,  houses  of 
every  description ;  we  tried  houses  of  every  sort — from  those  con- 
taining only  rooms  enough  for  one  family,  to  the  large  barrack,  in 
which  several  families,  with  two  or  three  rooms  each,  reside  under 
the  same  roof.  In  every  instance  we  have  found  our  outlay  remune- 
rative. We  have  expended  in  building,  and  in  improving  and 
adapting  existing  houses,  23,000/.;  and  the  net  result,  deducting  all 
incidental  expenses  for  repairs,  &c.,  averages  6  per  cent,  or  5^  per 
cent,  on  the  new  buildings,  and  12  per  cent,  upon  the  old.  And  all 
this  we  have  done  at  rents  never  more,  and  sometimes  less,  than  what 
was  paid  for  the  most  scanty  and  foul  accommodation.  Look  at  the 
average  rent  paid  in  Snow's  Rents,  Westminster,  a  vile  place,  where 
in  1844  it  was  2^.  4^.  per  week  per  room.  Look  at  the  apartments 
occupied  by  the  London  Dock  labourers,  for  which  they  paid  an 
average  rental  of  Qs,  a  week,  although  nothing  could  exceed  the  filth 
which  polluted  them.  In  many  lodging-houses,  from  1^.  6d.  to  3;. 
a  week  was  paid  for  a  single  bed,  several  sleeping  in  the  same  room, 
wanting  in  everything  like  comfort  and  cleanliness.  There  was  one 
remark  which  he  had  made  before,  and  which  he  would  venture  to 
repeat  then  : — '<  It  had  been  said  that  an  increase  of  rent  was  a  con- 
sequence which  the  working  people  would  not  be  able  to  bear. 
Assuming  an  increase,  he  was  convinced  that  they  would  be  able  to 
bear  it  from  the  greater  health  they  enjoyed,  and  the  greater  activity 
and  diligence  they  would  be  able  to  bestow  on  their  work."  Sup- 
posing, for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  what  he  now  proposed  would 
lead  to  the  payment  of  an  increased  rent  by  the  working  men,  he 
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tbMgkft  he  €0«ld  thorn  Ikat  tiief  wwM  be  esiJileii  to  bev  fwk 
ioercafe ;  for,  li^uig  in  oowholeMnBe  dweOiagB,  thej  lort  abovt  tluitj 
dajs  by  in  health  In  erery  year  i  aad^pvttiiig  ike  lorn  at  IjidcLadaj, 
tbe  lots  by  the  year  was  45f . ;  and  wlieo  th^  removed  frooi  on vbole- 
•ome  to  better-r^olated  lodgingv,  their  health  was  gieatij  iaiproved. 
He  sbookl  never  forget  the  remark  made  by  a  woaan,  who,  haTing 
removed  to  one  of  the  improved  lodging-hoMes,  observed  that  it  was 
a  blessed  thing  to  dwell  there,  for  by  the  wi^es  she  earned  she  now 
was  enabled  to  live,  though  she  never  eoold  c^  so  before.  He  eoold 
not  give  a  better  proof  of  the  advantages  resolting  to  the  poor  people 
from  the  improved  air,  drainage,  and  comfort  in  their  lodgings,  than 
by  stating  the  faet,  that  when  the  diolera  was  raging  in  Chmeh-laae, 
there  was  not  a  single  case  of  sickness  in  the  great  lodging-hoose, 
which  was  as  near  to  Cbarcb-lane  as  he  was  to  the  woolsaek  at  that 
moment.  This  was  not  merely  the  case  with  the  lodging-hooses 
belonging  to  the  society  with  which  he  was  connected,  bot  an  equally 
Ikvourable  account  might  be  given  with  reelect  to  all  the  modd 
lodging*bouses  in  London.  He  had  shown  that  the  estabUshmenls 
such  as  he  'proposed  to  encourage  by  the  present  bill  were  remunera- 
tive, and  fully  paid  their  expenses,  repaying  both  principal  and 
interest  The  operation  of  the  bill  would,  in  the  first  instance,  be 
limited  to  boroughs  and  parishes  not  having  less  than  a  population  of 
10,000  persons ;  and  it  was  provided  that  the  council  of  any  borough 
might  adopt  the  act,  the  expense  to  be  charged  on  the  borough  fund; 
that,  on  the  requisition  of  ten  ratepayers,  churchwardens^  might  con- 
vene a  vestry  to  determine  whether  the  act  should  be  adopted ;  but  the 
resolutions  were  not  to  be  deemed  carried  unless  two-thirds  voted  for 
them ;  that,  when  the  act  was  adopted,  the  vestry  should  appoint 
commissioners  for  carrying  the  same  into  effect,  and  that  the 
overseers  should  levy,  as  part  of  the  poor-rate,  such  sums  as  the 
vestry  should  deem  necessary ;  that  vestries  of  two  or  more  parishes 
might  concur;  that  town-councils  and  commissioners  might  erect 
lodging-bouses,  or  adapt  buildings,  or  purchase  existing  houses; 
that  it'  lodging-houses  were  considered  unnecessary,  or  too  expen- 
sive, they  might  be  sold  with  the  approval  of  the  Treasury;  that 
the  council  and  commissioners  might  make  by-laws,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Then  came  a  provision  which 
was  necessary  to  prevent  abuse,  and  it  was  to  the  effect  that  no 
person  receiving  parochial  relief  should  be  a  tenant  of  these  lodging- 
houses,  except  the  relief  was  given  on  account  of  accident  or  tem- 
porary illness.  The  bill  was  guarded  in  every  respect  against  the 
probability  of  jobbing,  and  against  its  being  converted  into  eleemosy- 
nary uses,  which  would  entirely  destroy  the  object  in  view.  A  too 
rapid  and  too  general  adoption  of  the  bill  was  also  guarded  against, 
and  it  had  this  advantage,  that  if  faulty  it  could  not  be  widely  spread, 
as  one  or  two  failures  would  utterly  check  its  operation.  The  bill 
violated  no  principle,  but  merely  enabled  a  locali^  to  provide  what  a 
labouring  man  could  not  provide  for  himself.  There  were  reasons 
why  this  undertaking  should  not  be  left  to  private  speculators.  First 
of  all,  they  shrank  very  much  from  it,  because  it  required^a  great 
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deal  more  care  and  8apenrisioii  than  any  private  individual  was 
inclined  to  bestow  on  it ;  and,  moreover,  private  speculators  had  a  ten- 
dency to  have  recourse  to  small,  narrow,  and  confined  houses ;  for 
there  was  no  doubt  that  such  houses,  without  having  any  arrange- 
ments for  decency  and  comfort,  gave  a  much  larger  profit  than  con- 
structions  on  the  plan  such  as  he  proposed,  and  such  as  were,  in  his 
opinion,  indispensable  for  the  comfort  and  decency  of  the  population. 
In  proof  of  the  enormous  profits  yielded  by  very  small  houses,  he 
mentioned  an  instance  of  a  house  belonging  to  the  Society  with  which 
he  was  connected,  and  which  they  now  kept  as  a  mere  curiosity. 
That  house,  notwithstanding  every  means  of  comfort  and  decency 
were  afibrded  in  it  compared  with  other  houses  of  the  same  size,  re- 
turned thirty  per  cent,  on  the  outlay.  What,  then,  must  be  the  profit 
made  by  those  who,  having  a  large  number  of  these  small  houses, 
took  from  the  inmates  the  same  amount  of  rent  without  giving  any- 
thing like  the  same  accommodation  as  the  Society  he  belonged  to  ? 
There  were  at  present  a  vast  number  of  schemes  for  the  improvement 
of  the  working  classes,  and  he  felt  assured  that  those  classes  would,  if 
the  opportunity  was  afforded  them,  also  improve  themselves.  The 
concurrent  testimony  of  all  persons  conversant  with  the  habits  of  the 
people  went  to  show  that  the  improvement  of  their  domiciliary  con- 
dition reversed  all  those  frightful  pictures  which  he  had  felt  it  his 
duty  to  present  to  their  lordships.  On  this  subject  also  he  might  bring 
to  bear  the'  testimony  of  foreign  nations.  He  knew  no  one  subject 
which  had  so  much  excited  the  interest  of  foreign  nations  as  that  of 
the  erection  and  management  of  lodging-houses  for  the  people.  Their 
lordships  would  be  surprised  to  hear  of  the  amount  of  correspondence 
which  had  proceeded  from  all  parts  of  Europe  ;  from  Pbris,  Germany, 
Spain,  Italy,  and  also  from  the  United  States,  asking  for  plans.  He 
could  assure  their  lordships  that  not  a  few  of  the  foreigners  who 
arrived  here  to  see  the  Crystal  Palace  came  to  him  desiring  to  be 
taken  round  to  thbse  establishments  formed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
working  classes,  and  they  expressed  their  opinion  that  nothing  was 
more  satisfactory  of  more  full  of  promise  for  the  well-being  of  this 
country  than  the  efibrts  made  for  the  advantage  of  the  woricing 
people,  more  particuhirly  in  that  particular  direction  to  which  he  now 
called  their  lordships'  attention.  The  present  really  was  a  measure 
by  which  they  would  give  to  the  working  man  that  which  he  had  a 
right  to  possess — a  full  and  free  opportunity  for  the  development  of 
his  energies.  It  was  really  heartbreaking  to  see  the  effect  produced 
on  the  honest  workman,  who  came  up  to  'this  capital,  by  being  com- 
pelled to  place  himself  in  some  filthy  locality  and  some  ill-ventilated 
house.  He  had  seen,  and  he  could  bring  evidence  to  the  same  effect 
from  others  who  had  more  opportunities  than  himself  of  witnessing 
the  circumstance,  young  persons  in  the  vigour  of  their  life,  and  quite 
capable  of  earning  thirty  shillings  or  thirty-five  shillings  a  week,  com* 
pletely  broken  down  within  eight  or  ten  months  of  their  arrival  in 
this  town  in  consequence  of  the  unhealthy  mode  in  which  they  were 
eompelled  to  live,  and  either  carried  to  their  graves  or  reduced  to  a 
position  of  hopeless  waot.     A  noble  ffieadi  whom  lie  saw  opposite^ 
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woald  no  doabt  corroborate  what  he  slated  when  he  said  that  this 
was  DO  exaggerated  picture.  Here  he  could  not  help  mentioDing 
what  he  had  before  noticed  in  another  place,  that  Mr.  Porter,  in  a 
little  treatise  called  *^  Self-imposed  Taxation,'*  showed  that  the  working 
people  of  the  United  Kingdom  expended  annually  oo  gin,  other 
spirits,  tobacco,  and  beer^  no  less  a  sum  than  57,000,OOOiL  Now,  if 
the  habits  of  those  classes  of  the  people  were  improved,  what  an 
advantage  would  be  gained  if,  instead  of  that  amount  of  money  being 
so  spent,  it  were  expended  in  obtaining  wholesome  bread,  meat, 
clothing,  education,  and  comfortable  and  decent  dwellings  1  He  had 
propounded  the  present  measure  to  the  House  of  Commons,  where  it 
was  received  with  great  favour,  and  he  trusted  that  it  would  be 
received  with  equal  favour  by  their  lordships,  who,  he  was  quite  sure, 
would  not  fall  short  in  this  labour.  He  felt  convinced  that  their 
lordships,  while  they  had  a  common  interest  in  the  decency  and 
comfort  of  all  their  fellow-subjects,  would  show  that,  notwithstanding  . 
the  difference  of  station  and  fortune,  they  were  under  the  influence  of 
common  sympathies  and  a  common  Christianity.  The  noble  lord 
concluded  by  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  Marquis  of  Normanby  had  on  more  occasions  than  one  called 
their  lordships'  attention  to  the  necessity  of  legislation  on  this  subject, 
and  he  now  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  finding  the  cause  taken  up  by 
one  so  well  calculated  to  advance  it.  With  regard  to  the  limitation 
in  the  bill,  he  must  observe  that  the  evils  to  be  remedied  existed 
almost  to  the  same  extent  in  localities  which  would  not  come  within 
the  operation  of  the  measure,  and  he  should  have  preferred  if  the 
limitation  in  respect  to  a  population  of  10,000  liad  not  formed  part 
of  it.  Knowing,  however,  the  vigour,  zeal,  and  energy  of  his  noble 
friend  on  these  matters,  and  having  witnessed  the  favourable  manner 
in  which  his  appeal  had  been  received  by  their  lordships,  he  felt  sure 
that,  if  the  present  measure  should  prove  successful,  it  would  only  be 
considered  as  an  instalment,  and  that  next  year  its  operation  would 
be  extended  to  those  localities  now  excluded  from  the  bill. 

Lord  KiNNAiRD  was  aware  that  the  machinery  of  the  present  bill 
could  not  be  acted  on  in  Scotland,  but  when  it  came  into  successful 
operation  he  trusted  their  lordships  would  agree  to  apply  its  provi* 
sions  to  Scotland.  In  proof  of  the  beneficial  effects  produced  by  the 
establishment  of  comfortable  lodging-houses,  he  referred  to  one 
formed  in  that  neighbourhood,  the  establishment  of  which  had  caused 
all  the  other  wretched  lodging-houses  to  be  shut  up  ;  and  he  added  as 
a  proof  that  such  institutions  were  not  unattended  with  moral  advan- 
tages, that  on  the  day  of  the  expected  riots  in  1848  all  the  lodgers 
returned  to  the  dwelling  and  reported  their  presence. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby  suggested  that  when  bills  were  brought 
before  parliament  for  widening  the  streets,  making  improvements  in 
the  metropolis,  and  developing  the  resources  of  property  thereby, 
care  should  be  taken  to  insert  in  such  bills  a  provision  for  the  ereo* 
tion  of  structures  similar  to  those  contemplated  by  the  present  mea- 
sure, for  the  accommodation  of  the  displaced  population.  That 
population  could  not,  on  account  of  its  necessities^  extend  beyond  a 
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certain  area^  and  if  large  streets  were  made  oo  the  sites  of  their  pre- 
sent dwellings  they  could  only  occupy  another  spot  in  a  more  crowded 
condition,  unless  care  was  taken  to  provide  proper  accommodation 
for  them.  In  conclusion,  he  congratulated  his  noble  friend  (Lord 
Shaftesbury)  on  now  presenting  himself  to  their  lordships  in  the  cha- 
racter which  he  had  hitherto  deservedly  borne  out  of  that  house — as 
a  most  disinterested  friend  of  the  working-classes. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdownb  did  not  rise  to  say  anything  in  support 
of  the  present  bill,  because  all  their  lordships  who  had  heard  the  state« 
ment  of  the  noble  earl  must  feel  that  it  required  no  support,  but 
spoke  for  itself,  and  claimed  universal  approbation.  There  had, 
however,  fallen  from  the  noble  earl  an  observation  which  he  thought 
not  the  least  valuable  of  his  remarks, — that  they  would  labour  in  vain 
in  respect  to  the  education  of  the  people,  unless  they  accompanied 
their  efforts  in  that  direction  by  some  provisions  similar  to  those  now 
recommended.  In  reference  particularly  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  earl  in  respect  to  ragged  schools,  he  (the  Marquis  of  Lans- 
downe)  having  taken  part  for  many  years  in  the  administration  of  the 
public  grant  for  the  support  of  schools,  had  felt  the  greatest  desire 
to  see  the  progress  of  those  particular  schools  adverted  to  by  the 
noble  earl ;  and,  from  the  information  he  had  been  able  to  collect,  he 
understood  that  the  scholars  had  a  tendency  to  relapse,  in  consequence 
of  the  benefits  which  they  derived  in  the  schools  being  done  away 
with  at  their  homes ;  for,  after  all,  whatever  might  be  attempted, 
morality  or  immorality  must  be  inculcated  under  the  roof  of  the 
parents.  He  therefore  thought  that  the  providing  more  decent  and 
more  wholesome  habitations  had  a  bearing  on  the  education  of  the 
people.  He  approved  of  the  limited  application  of  the  bill,  for  con- 
fining it  in  the  first  instance  to  large  towns  would  set  an  example  of 
voluntary  action,  which  would  ultimately  lead  to  the  general  adop- 
tion of  the  system.  He  thought  the  house  was  indebted  to  the  noble 
lord  (Lord  Harrowby)  for  his  suggestion  that,  while  great  and  mag- 
nificent streets  were  being  constructed,  it  was  worthy  of  consideration 
whether  it  would  not  be  possible  to  make  some  provision  fur  the  dis- 
placed population.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  their  lordships 
should  make  a  standing  order  in  their  journals  on  the  subject,  but 
there  might  be  a  standing  order  in  their  own  minds  when  bills  for 
constructing  large  streets  came  under  their  consideration. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 


HOUSES  MODELLED  FOR  LODGINGS  FOR  THE 
INDUSTRIAL  CLASSES. 

(^Communicated  by  the  Rev.  Ricrabd  BcmoEss,  Rector  of  Upper  Chekea,  to  the 
Society  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  JLabouring  Ckiesee.) 

The  Society  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes 
has  rendered  immense  services  to  the  cause  of  social  improvement, 
by  showing  the  way  to  remedy  the  evils  arising  from  over-crowded 
dwellings  and  expensive  lodgings.     Experience  has,  however,  taught 
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that  tlie  building  of  new  model  lodging-houses  cannot  be  carried  to 
anj  great  extent  without  invoWing  a  Tast  amount  of  capital,  and 
purchasing  sites  at  a  great  expense ;  but  now  that  the  public  arc 
aware  of  what  maj  be  done  to  secure  cheaper  and  better  dwellings 
for  the  labouring  classes  in  large  tpwns,  it  has  become  most  desirable 
to  extend  the  advantages  of  cheap  and  good  lodgings  far  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  few  houses  which  now  serve  as  modeb  for  guiding 
others.  The  mode  bj  which  this  extension  of  the  improved  lodging- 
house  system  maj  be  effected,  is  not  by  building  new  houses  upon  a 
large  scale,  but  by  getting  possession  of  houses  already  built,  and 
fashioning  them  according  to  the  improved  plans  of  model-lodgings^ 
It  b  much  easier  to  purchase  the  lease  of  a  house,  whole  or  naet- 
pired,  than  to  find  sites  for  erecting  new  buildings :  a  bouse  modelled 
for  lodgings  in  every  street,  and  let  at  moderate  prices,  will  have  the 
effect  ot  improving  all  other  lodging-houses  in  the  same  street  The- 
capital  required  in  such  cases  would  be  small,  amounting  to  no  more- 
than  the  sum  requisite  for  cleansing  and  improving  the  premises,  and 
adding  such  convenience  as  would  secure  comfort,  decency,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  air  and  water.  The  object  of  this  communication  is  to 
offer  examples  of  this  leasing  system,  and  to  show  how  it  is  both  self* 
supporting  and  efficient  for  the  purpose. 

Thb  Uppkr  Cbblbba  Model  LoDOiKG-HoussSy  Nos.  4  and  5, 
Union-btbbbt,  Sloane-squars. 

These  houses  are  held  by  the  present  tenants  under  a  lease  for 
sixteen  years.  The  sum  paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  lease  was  200/., 
and  the  ground-rent,  to  be  pai^  annually,  is  8/.,  the  sum  expended  in 
fitting  up  and  modelling  the  said  house,  was  80/. — total,  280/.  of 
capital  invested. 

This  capital  was  raised  by  shares  of  50/.  each,  to  bear  5/.  per  cent, 
interest  until  the  whole  should  be  liquidated. 
The  annual  expenses  are,  then,  as  follow  : — 

£    ».   d. 
Interest  of  5  per  cent,  upon  S80^ — MydOO/L        ...        ...     15    0    0 

Oroond-rent 8  18    6 

Taxes,  psrocbial      10    0    0 

Gas  and  water  rates  7    7    0 

Repairs  (carrent),  ft)c ...      6-0    0 

£47    5    6 
The  weekly  sam  now  received  from  the  lodgers  is  34«., 
miJdiig  the  annual  reoeiptB        88    8    0 

£41     2     6 

From  which  it  will  be  seen  that  in  less  than  eight  years  the  whole 
of  the  capital  invested  will  be  returned  with  interest  at  five  per  cent 
The  lease  has  sixteen  years  to  run,  consequently  there  will  be  a  profit 
for  the  last  nine  years  pf  at  least  50/.  a  year. 

The  houses  are  occupied  on  the  conditions  which  are  printed  as 
rules  and  regulations ;  and  every  occupier  of  rooms  is  required  to> 
sign  a  copy  of  those  rules,  which  are  given  into  his  possesidos-. 
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The  Society  for  Promoting  Cbristian  Ksowledge  liis  mmdet  on  t\e 
application  of  tiie  Rev.  Richard  ikirgCM,  the  rector,  a  grant  of  large- 
print  Bibles  and  Prayer-books  for  the  use  of  the  lodgers. 

The  houses  contain,  including  kitchen,  twenty-two  rooms,  and  are 
occupied  in  the  following  manner,  and  at  the  following  rents : — 

Present  Occupation  and  Prices  of  Booms  in  the  Uhion-street 
Lodgrng-Uimses. 

No.  4. 

SMB.                                          KnM.  £?:>      Bwiigtr 

Front  and  back  Mrloors     ...        ...        ...  Finkyson  .«.    %    ...    %$,  6dL 

First  floor  (two  best  rooms)  and  a  kitchen  Tomer  •••    1    ...    5    a 

Second  floor  (two  rooms)     ...  Blanohard  ...    2     ...    3    9 

Third  floor  (two  rooms)      Seaward  ...    2    ...    2    9 

No.  6. 

Front  parlours  Cooper  ...  2  ..«  2  6 

Back  parlour ...        ...        .••  Chambers  .«•  I  ..•  1  3 

First  floor  (two  rooms)  and  a  kitchen      ...  G.  Cooper  ...  7  ..,  4  6 

Backroom Brsdfield  ...  I  ...  I  3 

Second  floor  (two  rooms) Greenland  ...  3  ...  8  6^ 

Attics  (two  rooms) Charreton  ...  5  ...  2  6 

CotUge  —  ...  3  ...  3  0 


31  34    0 

Each  house  has  a  kitchen,  common  to  ail  the  lodgers  in  that  house, 
and  there  are  two  coal  vaults,  and  several  lock-up  places  assigned  to 
the  lodgers  and  included  in  their»rent.  The  whole  are  supplied  with 
water,  and  there  is  a  gas-burner  for  each  house  to  light  the  passage 
and  staircase.  The  kitchens  are  provided  with  coppers  for  boiling 
water,  and  with  a  grate  and  dresser.  There  has  been  no  sickness 
hitherto  since  February  last ;  and  the  lodgers  express  themselves  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  arrangements,  and  the  advantages  they  enjoy 
at  a  less  rent  than  they  paid  in  very  inferior  lodgings. 

Superior  Lodging-House,  No.  2,  Princes-stbbst, 
Cadogan-stbeet. 

This  house  is  taken  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Burgess  for  three  years, 
at  a  rent  of  86/.  a  year.  12/.  being  allowed  towards  the  expenses  of 
cleansing  and  fitting.    ^ 

The  yearly  liabilities  are —  £    9,  d. 

Rent 36    0    0 

Taxes  7    0    0 

Ghwmd  water         3    0    0 

£46     0    0 

The  weekly  receipts  for  rent  are  as  follows— 

NnmlMr  . 

«fpertoiu.  *  «,  «C 

2        ...  Two  parloars  (firont)  and  kitchen  .«•        .^  0  6  6 

2        ...  Two  best  rooms  (fkoDtX at  3<*  each. 0  S  O 

1        ...  Oaeapperroom        •  0  2  S 

5       ...  One  ditto^  with  kitebeabdow        —        .^  0  4  0 

10  0  19    a 
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Each  lodger  is  provided  with  a  coal  cellar,  and  there  is  a  yard  and 
washhouse,  with  sink  and  large  boiler  for  the  general  use  of  the 
lodgers.  £    #.   d. 

The  annoal  income  from  rent  is 49    8    0 

The  liabilities  amount  to 46    0    0 


£3  8  0 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  profit  will  not  be  sufficient  in  three  years  to 
liquidate  the  original  outlay,  which  amounted  to  18/.,  besides  the  12/. 
allowed.  But  the  price  of  the  lodgings  would  still  be  below  the 
common  standard  if  each  floor  was  charged  one  shilling  more,  or  six- 
pence more  per  week  per  room.  There  would,  in  fact,  be  no  difficulty 
in  making  this  house  also  entirely  self-supporting.  From  these  two 
experiments,  the  friends  of  the  labouring  classes  will  learn  that  the 
readiest  and  most  efficient  mode  of  improving  the  dwellings  of  the 
poor,  will  be  by  hiring  houses  on  lease,  and  making  them  suitable  for 
model  lodgings. 

The  above-described  model  lodging-houses  may  be  seen  by  applica- 
tion to  Mr.  Henry  Vaughan,  45,  Sloan e -square,  and  to  Mr.  Field, 
Scripture  reader,  2,  Princes-street. 


GENERAL   STATEMENT,  ETC. 

(^Continued  from  p<tges  126,  127.) 

AB8TBACT  OP  THE  FUNDS  AND  PBOPEBTY  OP  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  Society's  property  on  January  1, 1851, 

consisted  of  tne  aforesaid  balance   •    .  £910    3    6 

And  the  houses  in — 

Bagnigge  Wells  cost  (including  site)     ,  £6,369    7  10 

George-street  cost  (ditto) 6,426  14    2 

Streatham-street  cost 8,295    9    9 

Charles-street  cost 1,163  14    2 

Hatton-garden  cost .    1,045    4    5 

King-street  cost 135    0    0 

Portpool-lane, .  site,  and  payments  on 

account 2,925    0    0 

£26,360  10    4 
Deduct  loans  on  mortgage,  bonds,  &e.  .    .    .  11408    6    6 

14,952    3  10 

£15,862    7    4 

The  above  Abstract  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Society  is  published  in 
pursuance  of  the  requirement  of  the  Charter,  having  been  audited  by 

John  Wood,  Secretary. 
No.  21,  Exeter-hall,  July  24,  1851. 

Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Savill.  at  his  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  Parish  of 
St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  published 
by  John  Wood,  al  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  where  all 
Communications  are  to  be  addressed.— Sold  by  Seeley, Fleet  Street;  Nisbet  and  Co., 
Bemers  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  London. 
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SUPPLEMENT  FOR  AUGUST,  1851. 


LIST  OF  DONATIONS  &  ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

TO   THB 

SOCIETY    FOR    IMPROVING   THE    CONDITION   OF   THE 
LABOURING  CLASSES. 


Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria       ...      S^  *^ 

His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  K.G.,  &c.  &c,     2  doru.  200 

Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Kent         ...      2  dons.  125 

Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Gloucester      •••      dan.  50 

The  Hon.  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London   ...     don.  300 


Donations. 

Annnal. 

Doi 

Absbcobn,  Most  Hon. 

Almaek,  Banigfa,£iq.... 

Marchioness  of 

£5 

0  0 

Alston,  J.  T.  Esq. 

Ashbornham,  Ladj  E.... 

£1 

1  0 

Ames,  Mrs.  ..•    ...    •.. 

AsUey,  Lady        

2 

2  0 

A.M.T £11 

Ansten,      Viee-Admiral 

Anderdon,  J.  P.  Esq. ... 

5 

Sir  F.  W.  Bart. 

10 

00 

Angell,  W.  S.  Esq.      ... 

5 

Aeland,      Sir     Thomas 

Angerstein,  J.  Esq.     ••• 

5 

Dyke,  Bart,  M.P.    ... 

25 

00 

Anonymous ... 

15 

Adair,  Sir  Robert  Shafto, 

Anonymous 

20 

Bart 

10 

00 

Anonymous 

10 

A, 

5 

00 

Anonymous 

25 

A.    Dm        ••.          ...          ...          ..a 

2d  10  0 

Anonymous 

H 

A.B 

10  0  0 

Anonymous 

10 

A.  B.  per  Messrs.  WU- 

Anonymous,  Bank  Note, 

liams  &  Co 

0 

0  0 

No.  35,103      

5 

A.B.C 

5 

0  0 

Anonymous,  per  Messrs. 

Aa    V.        ...          ••«         •.•         ... 

0 

0  0 

Hoare       

50 

Adams,  BeT.  S.  T.      ... 

0  10  0 

Anonymous,  j^r  Messrs. 

Ad«n8,BeT.W 

1 

1  0 

Hoar©      100"^ 

Adderley,    C.    B.    Esq. 

Anonymous,    per    Lord 

M..*....      •••     •*.      •«• 

10 

00 

Shaftesbury     

5 

A.  Xj.      .*•               ...      ... 

d 

0  0 

Anstey,  A.  Esq 

5 

Aleock,T.Esq.,M.P.... 

5 

0  0 

Aastey,  Miss  Louisa  ... 

5 

Aleoek,  W.  N.  Esq.  ... 

I 

10 

Anstey,  Mrs 

5 

Aldam,  W.  Esq. 

ft 

00 

Anthony,  Charles,  Esq. . 

25 

Aldridg^,  Robert,  Esq.... 

0 

0  0 

Arnold,  William,  Esq.... 

Alexander,  Miss 

1 

1  0 

Ashness,  0.  Esq 

Alexander,  J.  W.  Esq... 

10 

0  0 

A'T 

A.^A.       ...        ...        ..•         ... 

5 

Alexander,  B.  Esq.     ... 

0 

0  0 

A  Thank-offering  from  a 

Allan,  T.  B.  Esq.        ... 

1 

1  0 

Lady,  per  BeT.  Mr. 
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Eari 20    0  0 

Edgell,Hon.Mr8.H.W.  5  5  0 
Effingham,  Bight  Hon. 

Earl  of    10    0  0 


T^  LABOMma  FBIBlirB. 


Eillogfaam,  Tbe  Conn- 

teM  of      £5    0  0 

Eldon,  Bight  Hon.  Earl  200    0  0 
EbriDgton,  Bight  Hon. 

Viscount,  M.P.        ...  25     0  0* 
EUice,Bt.Hon.£.,M.P.  20    0  0 
£lphin8tone,Hon.Monnt- 

Btuart       30    0  0 

Ellesmere,  Conntets  of      5    0  0 

Erie,  Mr.  Justice ^6    0  0 

Erie,  Lady 5     0  0 

Edwards,  CoL  Sir  John, 

Bart 

Eden,  General     

E.D i.  10    0  0 

Edison,  Bev.  £.  J.       ...     5    0  0 
Edgell,  E.  W.  Esq.     ...  10    0  0 

Edwards,  BeT.  A. 5    00 

£.    £.    Mrs.    per    Mr. 

Ashley      10    0  0 

Egerton,  W.  Esq.        ...  10    0  0 

Egerton,  Mrs 

Eidleman,  J.  Esq.       ...  10    0  0 

Elizabeth     5     0  0 

EUerton,  Bev.  £.  D.D.  20O    0  0 
Ellis,  Wynn,  Esq. 
Ellis,  J.  Esq 

Ditto,  found  by        ...     5^  0  0 

Slsden,  Mrs 90    0  0 

Elwes,  J.  M.  Esq.       ...  15    0  0 

E.  M.  C 10    0  0 

Emeris,  Bct.  J 10    0  0 

E.  B.  per  Williams  and 

Co 5    0  0 

Erskine,  Miss  C 10  10  0 

E.  T.  and  H.  W.  H.   ...     5    0  0 
Ethelston,  Bev.  C.  W....  15    0  0 

E.  V 5    0  0 

ETans,  W.  Esq.  M.P. ...  50    0  0 
Evans,  Henry,  Esq.    ...  25    0  0 

ETans,  B.  Esq 

ETans,  Jas.  Esq.,  per  H.  , 

Boberts,  Esq * 

ETans,  James,  Esq.  per 
H.Boberts,Esq. 

ETerard,  W.  Esq 

ETetts,  BeT.  T 

Ewart,  Miss 

Eyre,  C.  Esq 5    0  0 

Eyre,  G.  E.  Esq 10    0  0 

Eyre,  H.  B.  Esq. 


£110 


Fbtsbsham,  Bight  Hon. 

Loid 100 

Fitzwilliam,  Bight  Hon. 

Earl 15 

Fortescue,  Bt.  Hon.  Earl  60 
Falmouth,  the  Countess 

of     15 

Foley,  Bight  Hon.  Lord 
Foster,  Bight  Hon.  Sir 

Alexander,  Bart  ...  5 
Fiennes,  Hon.  G.  W.T.F.  5 
Frere,  Bt.  Hon.  John ...     5 


0  0 

0  0 
0  0 

0  0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


1     1  0 
110 


5    0  0 


110 
10  0 


110 
110 


110 
110 

10  0 

0  10  0 
110 

1  1  0 

2  2  0 


2  0 
1  0 


Fitzwigram,  Sir  Robert, 

Bart £110    0  0 

Fitzwigram*  Lady  ...  10  0  0 
Farquhar,  Sir  W.  B.  Bart.  5  0  0 
Fletcher,  Sir  H.  Bart....     5     0  0 

F.  A.  Miss 50    0  0 

Faushawe,  Miss  E.  ...  10  0  0 
Faraday,  M.  Esq.  ...  10  0  0 
Fsrdon,  H.  F.  Esq.  ... 
Farmer,  G.  W.  Esq.  ...  6  0  0 
Farmer,  Thomas,  Esq.  20  0  0 
Farmer,  W.  F.  G.  Esq.       5     0  0 

Famell,  J.  Esq 

Farrand,  C.  Esq 5    0  0 

Farrar,  F.  B.  Esq.  ...  6  0  0 
Farrar,  Mrs.  Thos.  ...  5  0  0 
Farren,  Major  C. 

Farrer,  O.  W.  Esq.  ...  20  0  0 
Farrer,  J.  W.  Esq.  ...  80  0  0 
Farrer,  J.  H.  Esq.  ...  5  0  0 
Farrer,  Bev.  M.  T.  ... 
Farrer,  T.  H.  Esq.  ...  7  0  0 
Farrer,  W.  J.  Esq.  ...  5  0  0 
Farrer,  W.  L.  Esq.  ...  20  0  0 
Farrer,  H.  B.  Esq. 

Farrow,  S.  Esq 

Faulkner,  J.  W.  Esq. ...    5    0  0 

F.  K 5    0  0 

Fellowes,  B.  Esq.  G. ...  10    0  0 

Fenn,  Ford,  Esq 

F.  G.  B 20    0  0 

Fisher,  Miss  C 

Fisher,  Mrs 

Fisher,  Mrs.  Jeddere  ...  10    0  0 

Fisk,  BeT.  J.  M 22    0  0 

Fitzgerald,  E.  Esq.      ...     5    0  0 
Fitzherbert,  E.  H.  Esq.    10    5  0 
Fitzherbert,  Ber.  T.   ... 
Fitzroy,  BeT.  Augustus      5    0  0 

Fletcher,  J.  Esq 

Floyer,  J.  Esq.  M.P.  ...     5    0  0 
Flnmer,  S.  W.  Esq.     ...     5     0  0 
Foakes,  B.  M.  Esq.     ... 
Foley,J.H.H.Esq.M.P.  10    0  0 
Forbes,  Gordon,  Esq. ... 
Forbes,  G.  S.  Esq.      ... 
Forster,  Josiah,  Esq.  ... 
Fortescue,  J.  F.  Esq. ... 

Foster,  M.  Esq 

Fowler,  W.  M.  Esq.    ...110    0  0 

Fox,  BeT.  W 5     0  0 

Frank,  Mrs.  E 2     2  0 

Franklyn,  BeT.  T. 

Friend,  A     5    0  0 

Friend,     A,    per    Earl 

Shaftesbury     100    0  0 

Friend,  A,  per  Hon.  and 

BeT.  M.  Yilliers      ...  10    0  0 
Friend,  A,  per  Messrs. 

Gregson 10  10  0 

Friend,   A,  per    Henry 

BobeHs.Esq 50    0  0 

Friend,  A,  per  Messrs. 

Williams  and  Co.    ...  10    0  0 


£5    0  d 


0  10  0 


0  10  0 


0  10  0 


2    OQ 
110 


2    0  0 
0  10  0 


110 

J     1  • 
1     1  0 


2  90 
110 
2  2  0 
110 


10  0 

00 

10  0 

1  d 

10  0 

1  d 

1  0 
1  0 


1     I  0 


*  One  share.  No.  1525,  iu  the  MetropdUtan  AssoeiaUon  for  ImproTing  the  PwelUngi  o§ 
the  Indastriom  Classes :  tbe  diTideod  to  be  applied  at  tn  mntl  tobperiptiQn. 
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TBB  IJkSOQBBft'a  nUBM»y 


Donatlont.     Ah&imI. 

Friend,  A    —  £6    0  0. 

Friend,  A,  by  W.  B.  E...     5    0  0 

fMend,  A     10    0  0 

Friend,  A     2    0  0 

Friend,   A.    per  Henry 

Boberts,  Esq 50     0  0 

Friend,A,per  W.  Tweedy, 

£8q 10  0 

FWMid,A     100 

FroBt,  Rev.  J.  D 10    0  0 

Fry,  J.  O.  Esq.    £0  10  0 

Fry,  Rev.  J 0  10  0 

Fuller,  J.  Esq ,.  0  10  0 

FnDer,  G.  A.  Esq.       ...     5    0  0 
FnUer,  W.  W.  Esq.     ...     5    0  0 

GBirrov,  His  Grace  the 

Duke  of 15    0  0      110 

Gloaeester  and  Bristol, 

Rt.  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  35  0  0 
Ctowvenor,  Right  Hon. 

Lord  Robert,  BCP.  ...  5  0  0 
Qrey,  Hod.  W.  Booth  ...  30  0  0 
Galloway,  Bt.  Hon.  Earl 

•f;  p«  Henry  Roberts, 

Baq 10  10  0 

Oalwey,  Sir  Wm.  Bart. 

M.P.      .• 110 

Oomm,  Sir  W.  K.C.B. 

ICfUar-Gen.  &o.       ...  110 

Gooch,  Sir  Tbos.  Bart.    5    0  0 
dadatODe,  Rt.  Hon.  W. 

B.  M.P 20    0  0 

Glynn,  Sir  Rich.  P.  Bart.  05    0  0 
Gloucester,    Very    Rev. 

Dean  of 10    0  0 

Ob  fer  Messn.  Heiries  100    0  0 

a  —     10  0  0 

Gi./.  D 10  0  0 

CNMlBtdtn,  J.  Esq.       ...  20  0  0 

Gage,  Mrs 6  0  0 

Gamma,  per  Measrs.  Wil- 

Unna  and  Co 5  0  0 

Oaiiner,  P.  Esq 20  0  0 

Gadsnd,  E.  P.  Esq.   ...    5  0  0 

Gtiratt,  F.  Esq 40  0  0 

Qamett,  W.  A.  Esq.     ...  110 

Ovtb,  T.  G.  Esq.        ...  85  0  0 

Ganrorth,  J.  B.  Esq.  ...  20  0  0 

Gaadee^  B.  Esq 5  0  0 

Gatliff,  Chades,  Esq.  ...  0  10  0 

G.  B.  V 5  0  0 

G.  C.  per  Messrs.  Wil- 
liams and  Co 10  0  0 

Gaorge,  G.  Esq 0  10  0 

George,  G.  M.  Esq.     ...  20  0  0 

Gibbon,  Miss       ...    .^  110 

Gibb8,W.  Esq.    10  0  0 

Gibbs,  Mrs ...  20  0  0 

Gibbs,   Meaara.  A.  and 

Sons 52  10  0 

Gibson,  Francis,  Eaq....  40  0  0 

Gilbert,  Rev.  G.  ...     ^  0  10  0 

Gilbert,  Miaa       0  10  0 

Gillespie,  R.  Esq.       ...  10  0  0      110 

Gilly,  Rev.  W.  S.  D.D.       8  10  0 

••  X.  IX       10  0  0 

O.L lOlOO 


G.  L.,  a  Thank  Offering  iElO 
Gladstone,  Capt.  W.    ...  10 

Gladstone,  C^^t.  J.  N^.  40 
Glossop,  F.  H.  K.  Esq. 
Glover,  Miss        ...     ... 

Goldsinid,  Mrs.    ...     —     8 

Goldsmiths,  The    Wor- 

sbipftil  Company  of    150 
Golightly,  Rev.  C.  P.  ...     5 

Goodford,  H.  Esq. 
Goodrich,  Rev.  B. 
Goodwin,  Miss    ...     ...  50 

Goodwyn,  C.  Esq. 

Gordon,  A.  Esq 100 

Gordon,  J.  E.  Esq.     ...  10 

Gore,  M.  Esq 

Goring,  Henry,  Eaq.  ...  35 

Goring,  Mra 5 

Gosse,  Henry,  Esq.     ...  15 

Gould,  Hev.  J 10 

Gowan,  G.  £aq.  .••     ...  10 
Gower,  W.  Leveson,  Esq.    5 
Grainger,  R.  D.  Eaq.  ... 
Greaves,  H.  BL  Eaq.  ... 
Greaves,  Rev.  G. ..»     ...  10 
Greene,  B.  B.  Esq.     ...  10 

Greenfield,  Mrs 10 

Gregson,  Measrs.. 21 

Gregson,  Rev.  J.*«..  ... 
Gregson,  Samuel,  Esq.  10 
Gregson,  W.  Esq.  ...  80 
Grenfell,  P.  SL  L.  Esq.  5 
GrcnfeU,  R.  W.  Esq.  ....  26 
Greville,  A.  F.  Esq.  ...  5 
Griffith,  C.  D.  Esq.  ...  5 
Grissell,  Messrs.  &  Co.  lOiO 
Gunter,  Mra.  Ann 
Gunter,  Mrs.  Caroline 

Gumey,  D.  Eaq 20 

Gumey,  S.  Eaq 300 

Gwinndl,  Mrs.    ...     ...     5 
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0  0 
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0  0 
10  p 
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10  0 
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0  0 
0  0 
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XI    10 
110 


00 

0  0 
00 

0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 

0  0 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
00 


0  10  0 
0  10  0 

0  10  0 


1  1  0 

5    Od 

110 

2  20 

1    10 
1    10 


1    10 


1  10 

2  20 


0  10  0 
0  10  0 


Habbowbt,  Right  Hon. 

Earl  of     80     0  0       110 

Hamilton,      the      Lady 

Dowi^er 110 

Haddo,  Right  Hon.  Lord  35 
Herbert,  the  Right  Hon. 

Sydney,  M.P. 20 

Hall,  Sir  John,  K.C.H.  10 

Hanson,  Sir  John,  Bart.  10  0 

Hastings,  Sir  T.  Bart...  10 

Hippesley,  SirJ.  Bart*.,  15 

Hogg,   Sir  J.  W.  Bart 

M.P ...  15 

Hart,  Sir  H.  Bart      ...     5 
Haroourt,     Hon.    Mn. 

Vernon    25 

Hope,  Admiral,  RJ<.  ...110  10  0 

H.  A.  H ,.  10    0  0 

Haldemand,  G.  Esq.  —  10    0  0 

Halifax,  Rev.  J 5    0  0 

Hallam,  Henry,  Esq.  .«.  25    0  0 
HalleweU,  J.  C.  Eaq. ...  0  10  0 

Hall,  J.  L.  Esq 5 

Han,  J.  Esq 5 

Hall,  Thomaa  K.  Ea^,^  10 
Htl,J.C.Et9.  .^    ...    0    00      1    10 


20 
20 


5 
20 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
0  0 


0  0 
00, 


^.220 


5    0  0 


Sdl,  Bit.  J.  E. ...  «..  XI  1  0 
Hamilton,  BeT.  J.  „.  iO  0  0 
Hammond,  €.  H.  Ss%.  15  0  0 
Hanbnry,  Messrs.       ...  31  10  0 

HaiKl,Dr ^  10  10  0 

fiankay,  S.  A.  Esq.  ...  0  0  0 
eanson,  Samuel,  Esq...  21  0  0 
Barconrt,  Egerton,  Eaq.    5    0  0 

Harden,  Rev.  £ £1 

Harding,  Q.  Esq.       —  1 

Harding,  Mrs.  George.. .  1 

Harding  Wjmdham,  Esq.  1 

Hardy,  J.  Esq.    ...     ...  20    0  0      1 

Harford,J  .ScandretjEsq, 
Haignave,  Mrs...     «.. 
Harker,  G.  Esq. ...     ^. 

Harmer,  Ifr.  J.    ...    — . 

Harness,  Rer.  W. 
Harrington,  Mrs.  W.... 

fianingtOD,  J.  Esq.    ... 

Harris,  Edward,  Esq. ... 

Harris,  G.  Esq.   ...     ... 

Harris,  J.  O.  Esq.       ...  80    0  0 

Harris,  T.  Esq. ... 

Harrison,  Miss 

Sarvey,  G.  Esq 10 

Harvey,  Miss       ...     .^    6 
Hanrey,  Re<T.  0.  G. 
Haaelden,  C.  Esq. 
Hathaway,   E.    P.  Esq. 
Hathaway,  Rav.  Fved.^. 
Hawkins  R.  R.  A.  Esq.  1 

Haydon,   Samuel,  Esq.  1 

HaydoD,  W.  Esq.       ...  1 

Hayne,  Mrs.  S.  J.      ...  0 

H.B ^.     5     00 

H.  C.  M.  .„  ...  ^.  20  0  0 
Head,  George,  Esq.     ...  25     0  0 

Heald,  H.  Esq 10  10  0 

Heath,  D.  D.  Esq.      ...  10     0  0 

Heathcote,  G.  Esq.     .«.     5 
Heathcote,  John,   Esq.    5 
Heathcote,  J.  E.  Esq...     7 
Heaton,  J^  Eaq.  ...    ... 

Heberden,  Dr.  T.       ...  20 

Heneage,  G.  F.  Esq.  ...  20 

Hansley,  J.  J.  Esq.     .«.     5 
Hanslow,Rev.  Prafeasor    5 
Harries,  Farqnhar,   and' 

Co.  Meaara.    ...     ...  21    0  0 

Herring,  T.  B.  Eaq.  ... 

Hanrey,  Mies      10 

Hanrey,  W.  Esq 40 

Henrey,  W.  Esq 11 

Heaeltine,  E.  Esq.      ...  10 

Heakett,  Rav.  C 

Hewlett,  H.  W.  Esq.  ...  26 
Hey  wood,  B.  Esq.  ...  5 
H.  F.,  per  Reeord  ...  5 
Hibbert,  Captain  J.  N. 
HfokmaD,  H.B.Esq....  35 
Hieka,  Thos.  Esq.  ...  10 
Higgins,  MaU.  J  ae.  Eaq.  5 
Hflhottse,  Messrs.  &  Son  10 
Hilhouse,  R.  Esq.  ...  10 
Hilhouse,  C.  Esq. 
Httiaid,  W.  E.  Esq.  ...  21 

H«  A«   ...       •.•       •••    *  •••    '>v 


00 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 

on 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 
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1  0 

2  0 
1  0 
0  0 


110 

lie 


2  0 
10  0 


110 


110 


0  10  0 


1  0 
1  0 


0  0 
0  0 


Hoare,  Charles,  Eaq.    £150    4»  0 

Hoare,  C.  R.  Esq.     , ... 

Hoare,  Henry,  Eaq. 

Haare,  Meaars.   ... 

Hoare,  Noel,  Esq. 

Hoare,  Rev.  WilUam 

Hobbs,  W.  F.  Esq. 

Hobson,  J.  Eaq. ... 

Hadgkinson,  S.  Esq. 

Hodgson,  Rev.  H. 

Holdship,  J.  Esq. 

Holfoid,  R.  S.  Esq. 

Holland,  Commander  F.  20 

Holland,  G.  H.  Eaq.  ...     5 

Holland,  H.  Esq.       ...    5 

Holland,  Misa     0 

Holland,  Misa  LauBa...  10 

Hollond,  Mrs 

HoUond,  Rev.  E.        ...257 


..100 


1 
45 


£9    3  0 
110 

110 

0  10  0 

lie 
oioi 


0  0 

0  ^ 
0  0 
10  0 
0  0 
6  0 
0  0 
0  0 


Holmes,  Miss 

Holt,  Mrs 

Holt,  Misses 
Hooper,  Mrs. 
Hoper,  Mrs. 
Hoper,  J.  Esq.     ... 
Hopkioson,  R.  Eaq. 
Hornby,  R.  A.  Eaq. 
Hough,  Mrs. 
Hough,  T.  G.  Esq. 
Howard,  Rev.  J. , 


00 
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10    0  0 


10 

T 
t> 
5 
5 


00 
0  0 
0  0 
06 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
10  0 
0  0 
0  0 


Hubbard,  Egerton,  Eaq.  10 
Hubbard,  John  G.  Eaq.  10 
Hubbard,  W.  £.  Eaq. ...     5 

Hudson,  R.  Esq 80 

Hugham,  Mra.    40 

Hughan,  T.  Esq.        ...     5 

Hughes,  J.  Esq 

Hughes,  Rav.  C A    0  0 

Hughes,  R.  Esq 

Hull,  W.  Esq 

Humanitas »..     5    0  0 

Hume,  Rev.  G 

Hunter,  Miaa      I    00 

Hunter,  Mlaa  M 

Hunt,  W.  Esq 

Hussey,  J.  Eaq 5    0  0 


J.  A.  B.       • ^.  50 

fviuM,  Robert,  Esq....  lO 

Irvine,  Miss 

Irving,  Miaa  Agnea     ...  6 


00 


5    5  0 


110 

1    00 

0  10  0 

1  10 

1  1« 

%    00 


0  0 

JsBMTN,  Earl  of. 10    0  0 

James,  Sir  W.  Bart.  M.F. 
Jervoise,  Bav.  Sir  S.  C, 

Bart 115    0  0 

Jervoise,  Captain 
Johnson,  Sir  Hen.  Allan, 

Bart....     0    0  0 

Jaakson,  Hugh,  Eaq.  ... 

Jaekson,  J.  Eaq 15    0  0 

Jackson,  Jabez,  Eaq.  ...  15  O  0 
Jaekson,  Misa  C.  ...  10  0  0 
Jackson  and  GreensMa, 

Messrs 6     5  0 

Jacob,  C.  Esq 

Jainaa,Miaaaali.aiiAA.  25  0  0 
J.  S«  ©.       •••     •••     •••    0    ^  ♦ 


110 

0  1041 

0  104 
0  10  0 

0100 

0100 

0  10  0 

110 


110 


2    00 


1    00 


1    10 


0  iOO 

1  oo 


TSB  labouxbb's  FBism. 


DooatiofM. 

Jeffrey,  J.  Ke^    £6    0  0 

Jeffreys,  JaliiUyEsf.   ...  10    6  0 

Jeffreys,  Miss  8 12    0  0 

Jennings,  R.  Esq. 

Jennings,  W.  Esq.       ...  20  JO  0 

J.  F.  T 5     0  0 

J.  M.  C 30    0  0 

J.  N 2     2  0 

Jooeleyne.Mr.  &  Friends 

Johnson,  J.  Eeq 

Johnson,  W.  Esq. 
Johnston,  A.  Esq. 
Johnston,  Rot.  C.      ... 

Jones,  W.  Esq 15    0  0 

Jowett,  B.  Esq 

J.B r, 

J.  V »..  25 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


Kl£KTOjr,  Et.  Han.  Lord  r)5 
Kennaway,  Sir  Jd.  But.  15 
Ken  nin  gto  u  t  a  P&mUi  oner 

or, ^rRe¥.  C.Lane...  10    0  0 
iCearskyJ.  [I.£sq,M,P.     5     00 

Kent,  G.B.  Esq 5    0  0 

JCidd,  B.  C.  Esq 21     0  0 

Kingscote,  Colonel  ...  5  0  0 
JKingseote,  Henry,  Esq.  10  10  0 
King,  T.  &  Wm.  Esqrs.  10  10  0 

King,  W.  Esq 10  10  0 

Knapp,  Re?.  H 15    0  0 

Knight,  J.  Esq 

Knoblook,  T.  A.  Esq. ... 

KMmos       100    0  0 

K.  Y.  Z.,  per  Messrs. 

Hemes    •••    5 


LovDOH,  Right  Hon.  and 
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0  10  0 

5    0  0 

0  10  6 

20    0  0 

110 

5    0  0 

10    0  0 

5    0  0 

5    0  0 

5    0  0 

5    0  0 

5    0  0 


SuiBSBLijrD,  His  Graee 

the  Doke  of     .50 

Shstwsbitry,  Bight  Hon. 

Earl  of 30 

ghdliwhory,  Bight  Hon. 

Earl  of    65 

Speneer,  Bl  Hon.  Earl  120 
Skelnersdale,  Bl  Hob. 

Lord 10 

Sondes,  Bt.  Hon.  Lord  5 
Stanley,  Bt.  Hon.  Lord  20 
fltovart,  Bt.  Hon.  Lord 

Staart,  Lord  Dudley  C.  5 
Salisbury,  Bight  Ber.  the 

Bisbopof 25 

81.  Dafid's,  the  Bt.  Bot. 

the  Bishop  of 10 

Seott,  Lady 5 

Simkinson,  Lady ...     •». 
Sparrow,  Lady  Olina  ...160 
Shaw,  Sir  John,  Ban., 
Ssait,  Sir  Ocarga 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

00 
0  0 

0  0 

0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
10  10  0 
10    00 


110 


SttMi,  Sir  J.  W.  Bart.  £20  0  0 

Stilling,  Sir  Walter»Bttrt.  10  10  0 

SuUon,  Sir  Biefa.  Bart     10  0  0 
Seymour,  Bey.  Sir  J.Bart. 

Stewart,  Lady  Shaw   ...  10  0  0 

S 30  Q  0 

S 100 

Sandoz,  F.  Esq.  .««     ... 

Sargen^  Mrs 2  0  0 

Sartoris,  Charles,  Esq.       5  5  0 

Saunders,  T.  H.Eaq....     5  0  0 

Sayer,  C.  Esq 18  0  0, 

S.  C 5  0  0 

Scobell,  Capt.  B.N.     ...10  5  0 
Scorer,  Miss..  •     ...     ... 

Scott,  £.  Eaq 2  0  0 

Scott,  Miss 17  0  0 

Scott,  Miss ,. 

ScriTener,  T.  F.  Esq. ...  10  0  0 

Scrivens,  Mrs 

Seaton,  Joseph,  Esq.  ... 

Seeley,  R.  B.  Esq.      ...     5  0  0 

Seeley,  Geoige,  Esq.  ...    5  0  0 

Selwyn,  Mrs 20  0  0 

Seynoar,  E.  W.  Esq. ...    6  0  0 

Seymour,  licut-Col.  ...  10  0  0 

Seymour,  H*  D.  Esq. ...  10  0  0 

Seymour,  Miss    

Sharpe,  Bey.  L.  A.      ...    6  0  0 

Shaw,  Mrs 5  0  0 

Shaw,  Pole  S.  Esq.    •••  15  0  0 

Shaw,  W.  Es^    

Shepherd,  B.  J.  Eaq.  ...  10  10  0 

Sheppard,  A.  B.  Esq.  ...  10  0  0 
Shepperd,  Thomas*  Esq. 
per  A.  GoiUon,  Esq.. 


00 
0  0 
0  a 
0  0 
0  0 
6  0 


110 


Sheridan,  B^.Es^M.P.  100 
Shippery,Ji¥.  Esq.  ...  5 
Shirley,  E.  V.  Esq.     ...  20 

Shatter,  J.  Esq 5 

Simon,  L.  M.  Esq.  ...  6 
Simpkinstn,  Bey.  J.  N. 
Simpson,  Gaorge,  Esq.  10  10  0 
Sin^ton.  James,  Esq.  7  0  0 
Sitwell,  S.  Beresby,  Esq.    5    0  0 

Slade,  W.  Esq 5    0  0 

Slade,  A.  F.  Esq 

Slaney,  B.  A.  Esq.  M^.  40    0  0 
Slaughter,  £.  Emq.      ...     5     5  0 

8.  M.  G.      ...     ...     ...  17     0  0 

&  M.  G.       ...     ...     ...    5    0  0 

Soiith,  B.  &  Eaq...     ...    5     0  0 

Smith,  Haskett,  Esq. ...  10  10  0 

Smith,  B.  Esq.    60    0  0 

Smith,  Colonel    ...     ...     2     0  0 

Smith,  £.  J.  Esq.       ... 

Smith,  J.  J.  Esq. ...     ... 

Smith,  G.  F.  Esq. 
Smith,  G.  8.  Esq. 
South,  J.  T.  Esq.        ...     5     0  0 

Smith,  Payne,  tc  Smith, 

Messrs ...  60    0  0 

Smith,   ProChcroe,  Esq. 

Smith,  W.  Esq.  ...     ...  10  0  0 

Smith,  J.  Hamy,  Esq....  20  0  0 

Society  for  Bcttaring  the 

ConditioftofthaPoor280  0  0 


£1   la 
1  I  a 

0X0  0 

1  10 
0  10# 

0  10  a 

2  2a 


0  10^ 


0  10  0 


2    ZO 


10    0 


110 


1  la 

110 

0  100 

i  10 

0  100 

1  10 


110 


13. 
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Sotberan,  J.  Esq. 

£0  lOOl 

SoLberby,  Msjor 

XI 

0  0 

1     1  0 

Sparks,  W.  Esq.  ,„     ... 

10 

00 

Speaker^  the  Kigbt  Hod. 

tiie^  of  tbe  HoHAc  of 

Commons...    .,,     ,„ 

15 

0  0 

Spdr,  W.  Etq 

0 

0  0 

Spek«,^'illiam,  Es^.  ... 

10 

0  0 

Spencer,  M.  T,  Esq,  ... 

110 

Sperlin^^  Johc,  K»q,  ... 

10 

0  0 

Spetliiig,  Mre,  H, 

20 

0  0 

|t«%,  laHac,  Ei^, 

10  0 

BperUDg,  Mfs.  H.  J.   ... 

10  10  0 

S.i  p«r  3Ie8«».  Hemes 

30 

0  0 

S.  8. 

10 

0  0 

100 

0  0 

SUndriiig,  B.  Eiq, 

110 

SUndring,  B.  Esq.      ... 

0  10  0 

SUndring,  J.  Esq.  jun. 

0  10  0 

Stephens,  W.J.  Esq.  .. 

0  10  0 

Stephens,  W.V.  Esq.... 

100 

SleTeui,  J,  R,  Esq.      .., 

5 

00 

Stevenson,  W.  F.  Esq.,, 

5 

5  0 

Si.  John,  E.  Esq 

0  10  0 

St  Leger,  A.  B.  Esq.  ... 

2    0  0 

Stone,  W.  Es*i.    

5 

0  0 

0  10  0 

Stooks,  Mrs 

5 

5  0 

Stow,  J.  Esq       

110 

Straehan,  James,  Esq.... 

1     10 

Straohan,  J.  M.  Esq.  ... 

5 

0  0 

110 

Strahan,  Pauls,  &  Co. 

Messrs.             

71 

0  0 

Strahan,  W.  Esq. 

25 

0  0 

Strachcy,  E.  Esq. 

110 

Strong,  Rev.  C 

10 

op 

Stnart,  James    S.   Esq. 

(dec.)  p«r  execntors 

17 

00 

110 

Stnart,  Major  C 

0  10  0 

Stoart,  W.  Esq 

0  10  0 

Stoart,  Mrs.  WilUam  ... 

0  10  0 

SuUivan,  L.  Esq 

55 

0  0 

Sateliff,  W.  Esq 

5 

00 

0  10  0 

o*  W.    •••      ...      ...      ... 

5 

00 

Swaisland,  Mr.  C.       ... 

0  JO  0 

Sweet,  Bfrs 

0  10  0 

Sykes,J.E8q 

2    2  0 

Tbiommouth,  Bt.  Hon. 

Lord 

15  10  0 

Templeton,  Viscount  ... 

25 

0  0 

Treyelyan,  Sir  W.  C.  Bt.  10 

0  0 

2    2  0 

Twistleton,  Hon.  Mrs. . 

15 

0  0 

Tabor,  C.  W.  Esq.      ... 

§    0  0 

Talbot,  James,  Esq.    ... 

10  0 

T.andL.H 

10 

0  0 

Tate,  ReT.  T 

110 

TattnaU,  R.  C.  Esq.    ... 

10 

0  0 

Taylor,  James,  Esq.    ... 

5 

00 

Taylor,  J.  jnn.  Esq,    ... 

0  10  0 

Teetotaler  A 

5 

00 

Telford,  H.  Esq 

5 

0  0 

Teniiiint,Capt.E.E.,H.N. 

1     1  0 

Territt,  W.  Eaq,.  LL.D. 

5 

0  0 

T.E.  S. 

2 

0  0 

T.  H 

20 

0  0 

T.  J. ... 

5 

0  0 

Thaekery,  0.  Esq.      ... 

5 

00 

Tha&kH>fl'eiiog,  A.     ... 

1 

1  0 

10  0 


110 
0  10  0 
110 
0  10  0 


00 
1  0 


Thomas,  Captain  T.  B.  XI    1  0 

Thomas,  E.  B.  £aq.,per 

Gorden  Forbes,  Esq.  X5     0  0 
Thompson,  Bonar,  and  • 

Co.,  Me«ar8.  ...  10    0  0 

Thompson,  J.  S.  Esq.... 
Thompson,  N.  8.  Esq.  5  0  0 
Thompson,  Re?.  John  10  0  0 
Thompson,  R.  J.  Esq....  45  0  0 
Thompson,  R.  S.  Esq...  5  0  0 
Thompson,    W.  James, 

jun.  Esq 25    0  0 

Thornton,  Edward,  Esq. 
Thresher,  F.  R.  Esq.  ... 

Thring,  H.  Esq 

TKytine,  F*  Esq 

''  TIjt  will  hi  donu"    ...     5     0  0 
Tidswdl,  R.  Eh»        ...  10     0  0 
TimlDs,  T»  J.  Esq.      ...     5     0  0 
Tinney,  W.  H.  Esq.  ... 
Tireman,  Captain,  R.A...     5    0  0 

T.  M.  C 5    0  0 

Torolin,  F.  Esq 5    0  0 

Tomlin,       J.        Esq., 

E!«ecatorsof  ...1000     0  0 

Tomlinson,  J.  Esq.  ...  10  0  0 
Tomllnson,  T.  Esq.  ...  6  0  0 
Towers,  W,  C.  Esq.  ...  20  0  0 
Towmend,  HeT.  H.  ... 
Townsend,  ReT.  J.  C...  10  0  0 
TowneeudfH.E.  Esq.... 
Toynbee,  Joseph,  Esq. 

F.R.S 10    0  0 

Treacher,  H.  Esq.  ...  0  0  0 
Trelawney,  Mrs.  L.  ...  20  0  0 
Tremenheere,  Seymour, 

JiiSq. ...     ...     ...     *•. 

T.  S.    ... • ...     7    0  0 

T.  T.,  a  Thanksgiving 

tribute      10    0  0 

Tuckpr,  Joseph,  Esq. ...  20    0  0 

TuffaelUHef.  J.C.F.... 

TumbuH,  ReT.  T  S,  ...     5    0  0 

Ttiruer,  ReT.  W.  S.     ... 

Turner,  Cecil,  Esq.    ...  10    0  0 

Turner,  John,  Esq.     ... 

Turner,  Lieut.- Colonel   10    0  0 

Turner,  Mrs.  F 

Turner,  Rot.  G.  F.     ...     5    0  0 

Turner,  S.  Esq 

Turner,  Skinner,  Esq....     5    0  0 

Turner,  —  Esq 5    0  0 

Tumor,   Charles,    Esq. 

M.P*..  ...  50    0  0 

Tumor,  John,  Esq.  ...  30  0  0 
Tnniour,  J,  Eaq, ..  ...  10  0  0 
Toyle,  GenerdSirW.... 

Tweedy,  W.  Esq.. 

Twining,  R.  Esq 5     0  0 

Twining,  Thomas,  jan. 

Esq 140    0  0 

Twiss,  ReT.  Dr. 

Twistleton,  E.  J.  B.  Esq.  10    0  0 

Uptoh,  Lieut-Gen.  Hon. 

H.  P 6  0  0 

Unwin,  H.  Esq 7  0  0 

Urqubart,  J.  H.  Esq.  ...  15  0  0 


0  10  0 
2    20 


3  80 

0  10  0 

1  1  0 
1  I  0 
1  00 
1  10 


2    20 
1    10 


5    00 
0  10  0 
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DonftUoM.      ADnual. 
VBBCLAM,Bt.Hon.£arl£25    0  0 
Vernon,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord    5    0  0 
Vincr,  Sir  R.  Bart.      ...  20     0  0 
Vernon,  the  Hon.  Miss    0     0  0    £1     10 

Vacber,  G.  Esq. 10    0  0 

Valpy,  W.  H.  Esq.      •..     5     0  0 
Vaugban,  Mrs.  E.       ...  00    0  0 

Venn,  Rev.  J 

Vernon,  RcT.  W.  H.    ,.. 
Vicker8,Ven.ArchdeaeQn  . 

Villebois,  J.  Esq 

Vivian,  O.  Esq 10     0  0 

Vizard,  W.  Esq 

Vores,  Rev.  T.    ,.,     ... 


WstTMiNSTKB,  the  Mar-  . 

qais  of     70 

WUloughby,    D'Eresby, 

Lord 100 

Wellesley,    Lady  Char- 
lotte      3 

Wentwortb,  Lady  A.  ...     5 

Wagner,  Miss     7 

Walford,  T.  Esq 

Waller,  N.  Esq 

Wallinger,  Rev.  W.     ...     5 

Wslkcr,  N.  Esq 5 

Wall,  B.  Esq 10 

Valpole,    R.   H.  Vade, 

,    Esq 20 

38^alters,  M.  Esq 

IWaltben,  H.  Esq 5 

Walton,  P.  Esq.  ...     ... 

"W.A.R ...    3 

Ware,  Rev.  T 10 

Ward,  Miss  r.C...     ...     2 

Ward,  Miss 5 

Ward,  Thomas  L.,  Esq.    10 
Ward,  Misses      ...     ...    9 

Ward,  W.  O.  Esq. 
Warden,  Captain...     ...    5 

Ware,  Miss  ...     ...     ...  39 

Ware,  Mrs.  Robert      ...  10 

Ware,  Rev.  J 80 

Waring,  J.  Esq.  ...     ...  10 

Warner,  E.  Esq.  ...   '  •••     1 

Warre,  J.  A.  Esq...    ...     9 

Warren,  T.  P.  Esq.     ...     6 

Watliin,  Mrs.      ...     ...     9 

Watson,  Miss  C.  H.    ...     7 

Watson,  Mrs 

Watoon,  Rev.  W 

Watson,  John,  Esq.    ...  10 

Watts,  J.  Esq.      ...     ...     9 

Webb,  Sir  Henry,  Bart.    10 
Webster,  Rev.  G.  W.' ... 
WeM,  £.  J.  Esq.  ......     9 

Well    Wisher,    A,    per 

Messrs.  Williams    ...  10 
Weyland,  J.  Esq....     ...  20 

Wharton,  Misses 9 

Wheatley,  E.  B.  Esq. ... 
White  and  Sons,  Messrs. 
J.  B.,  per  H.  Roberts, 
Esq. 10 


0  0 
0  0 


00 
9  0 


0  0 
0  0 


10  0 


10  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


10  0 


0  10  0 


0  10  0 


1  0 
1  0 


1     1  0 


0  10  0 
0  10  0 


110 


0  10  0 
0  10  0 


10  0 


1     1  0 


Donations. 

White,  C.  S.  Esq.       ...  ^89    0  0 

White,  Scarbro,  Esq.,  per 
Hon.  and  Rev.  Mon- 
tagu Villiers     9     0  0 

Whitehead,  R.  W.  Esq. 

Whitworth,  H.  B.  Esq.     9     0  0 

Wigram,  Loftns,  Esq....  60    0  0 

Wigram,  J.  B.  Esq.     ...  60    0  0 

Wild,  J.  Esq 

Wilde,  C.  Norris,  Esq...     9     0  0 

Wilkinson,  R.  Esq.     ...  20    0  0 

Wilkinson,  Mrs 

Wilkinson,  Rev.  J.      ... 

Williams.  Charles,  Esq.     9    0  0 

Williams,  Rev.  C » 

Williams,  R.  Esq 20    0  0 

Willis,  Messrs 

Wilmot,  E.  W.  Esq.    ...     9     0  0 

Wilson,  B.  Esq 

Wilson,  C.  Lea,  Esq.  ...     9     0  0 

Wibon,  Mrs.  Broadley  .  90    0  0 

Wilson,  Rev.  Dr. 

Wilson,  S.  Esq.  Alder- 
man       9    0  0 

Wilson,  Thos.  Esq.,  per 
Bishop  of  London  ... 

Wiltshire,  G.  C.  Esq.... 

Wodehonse,  Rev.  T.    ... 

WoUaeton,  Alex.  L.  Esq. 

WoUaston  F.  L.  Esq. ... 

WoUaston,  Rev.  H.  J.... 

Woolfe,  Brothers 

Wood,  J.  Esq 

Wood,  Rev.  Peter,  A.L. 

Wood,  T.  Esq 

Wood,  Mrs.  B 

Wood,  G.  Esq 

Wood,  W.  P.  Esq.  M.P. 

Wood,  J.  Esq 

Woodfall,  H.  Esq.       ... 

Woodroffe,  Rev.  N.  0.... 

Woodroffe,  W.  Esq.    ... 

Woods,  Mrs 

Wrench,  Messrs 

Wright,  J.  Smith,  Esq.  . 

Wright,  S.  Esq 

Wright,  W.  E.  Esq.     ... 

W.  S.,  a  tribute  for  the 
Thanksgiving  Day ... 

W.  T 

W.  W.  C 

w.w.w 

WyaU,  H.  Esq 9     0  0 

X.Y.,  per  Messrs.  Hoare  20    0  0 


£110 


1    10 
110 

0  lOQ 
0  10  0 

0  10  0 

1  10 
110 

0  10  0 


0  10  0 


30    0  0 

10  10  0 

1    OQ 

3    2  0 

9    0  Q 

1    10 

9    0  0 

29    0  0 

110 

110 

0  10  0 

20  0  0 

1    10 

29    0  0 

9    00 

1    10 

0  10  0 

1    10 

110 

2^0 

26    9  0 

1    10 

0  10  0 

10    6  0 

6    0  0 

10    0  0 

1    10 


Tbatmak,  W.  H.  Esq.  .  10  0  0 

Young,  B.  T.  Esq.      ...     9  0  0 

Young,  C.  Esq 20  0  0 

Young,  C.  B.,  Esq.     . .   10  0  0 

Young,  J.  Esq 0  10  Q 

Young,  Mrs.  Mary      ...     9  0  0 
Y.  R.  S.,  per   Messrs. 

Henries    ...  90  0  0 
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CHUECH  COLLECTIONS  IN  186a 

ReT.G.  B.  Twining,  Trinity  Church,  Tottenham,  («ddilion«l)     

Bev.  J.  Fenn,  Dlackheftth,  (tddiiiontl) -. 

BeT.  F.  C.  Carey,  Old  Weston,  Thrafetone     «. 

Bev.  W.  Hornby,  St.  Michael  on  Wyre,  Oarstang -. 

Ber.  R.  Oee,  Abbotfs  Langley,  Herts     -. 

Bev.  J.  Witty,  Ironmoogera'  Almahooses        — 

Ber.  F.  O.  Oreen,  Holy  Trinity,  (part  of  C<^ection}     ^ 

Very  RcT.  Dean  of  Cadisle,  CoUectioii  at  Bngby «•. 

Mm.  John  Paul,  St.  Germaina  Chapel,  Blackheath        •«•    — 

Bedford  Chapel,  Bloomsbory,  per  Meaan.  Williams  &  Co — 

BeT.  R.  S.  Bowen,  St  Mary  Magdalen,  (part  of  CeUeotion)         ...     ^. 

Btff.  T.  FuUer,  St.  Peter'a,  Kmliao,  (part  of  Collection)      

Beddington  Church  Collection        •• 


£    a. 

d. 

5     0 

0 

0  10 

0 

1  U 

0 

2    6 

0 

8    e 

8 

1  18 

8 

3    0 

8 

10    0 

0 

24    8 

8 

S    0 

8 

U    3 

8 

00    0 

0 

7    • 

8 

£128  12    8 


WEST  KENT  SUBSCRIPTIONS: 


Camden,  the  Marquis 

Oainsborougb,  the  Earl  of 

Stanhope,  Right  Hon.  Sad,  Che- 

▼eningPark 

Dippencer.  the  Baroness  Le 
Stimlefion,  Hon.  and  BeT.  SirF.  J., 

BarL...     ..•    •    ...     ••• 

)7oeI,  Hon.  and  Rev.  F.  J 

Bochester,  Very  Bey.  Dean  of    ... 
Canterbury,  the  Venerable  Areh- 

deacon  of 

Croft,  Sir  J.,  Bart ... 

Filmer,  Sir  £.,  Bart.,  M.P 

Oaary,  Sir  W.  R.  P.,  Bart 

Baldwin,  Rev.  F.  St.  Leger 

Bavnham,  T.,Esq.,  Denton,  North- 

impton    ••• 

Cmell,  J.,  Esq 

Cmndwell,  O.,  Esq 

Catt,  W.,  Esq 

Cheffens,  H.,*£sq.,  Manor  House 

Cobb,  Rev.  F.  W.        

Davies,  Rev.  B 

PaUson,  M.  D.  D.,  Esq.     

IKtehbum,  H.,  Esq.    

Dudlow,  J.,  Esq 

Dear,  W.  G.,  Esq.       

Edmead,  J.,  Esq.,  Gravesend     ... 

ElUs,  C,  Esq.,  Maidstone 

Fry,  Bev.  J •••     .•. 

Oladdish,  W.,  Esq.      

Omham,  W.,  Esq.       

Godfrey,  J.,  Esq 

Griffith,  Rev.  Dr 

Hilton,  Rev.  J 

Hilton,  Rev.  J.,  jun 

Hoskius,  Rev.  W.  E 

Harrison,  W.,  Esq 

HoUingsworth,  J.,  Esq 

HaUey,  W.,  Eoq. 


Per  Mr. 

UartiH, 

£    • 

d. 

£      M. 

1    0 

0 

Jones,  Ber.  £ «. 

... 

..• 

0  10 

2    2 

0 

King,  K.,  Esq.    

... 

... 

0  10 

Knight,  E.,  Esq....     ... 

... 

... 

0  10 

2    0 

0 

Kipping,  W„  Esq.        ... 

... 

.*• 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Larkin,  Bev.  L.  B.      ... 

... 

•«« 

0  10 

Larkin,  J.,  Eaq.  —    ... 

' ... 

... 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Lindop,  J.,  Eaq.  ^.    ..• 

... 

•.. 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Lucas,  S.  L.,  Esq.      ... 

■ ... 

■>• 

0  10 

1    0 

0 

Marriott,  Rev.  W.  M:  S. 

... 

•  •• 

0  10 

Martin,  Bev.  B.  F.  W. 

..• 

0  10 

2    0 

^ 

May,  Mr8.,ofFiahaU... 

... 

... 

0  10 

1    0 

0 

Mereec,  J.,  Esq 

... 

•  M 

0  10 

0    0 

0 

Moore,  B.,  Esq.  ...     ... 

... 

... 

X    1 

0  10 

0 

Moore,  BeT.  £.   ,...     ... 

... 

... 

1  1 

0  10 

0 

Monypenny,  Bev.  L  J... 

... 

••• 

0  10 

Moreland,  C.  W.,  Esq... 

(2yr».) 

1    0 

1   1 

0 

Palin,  Dr.    ... 

... 

••• 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Pomfret,  v.,  Esq. 

,,, 

•  •. 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Parker,  W.,  Esq. ...     ... 

... 

... 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Pott,  A.,  Esq.,  Southborotigh 

••. 

0  10 

1   I 

0 

Pattisson,J.  H.,Esq..,. 

... 

... 

I   1 

0  10 

0 

RandaU,  A.,  Esq....     ... 

•«. 

... 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Row,  T.  S.,Esq....     ... 

... 

... 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Rosber,  C,  Esq.,  Grtveselid 

... 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Saddington«  J.,  Es^,  G»av«tend  ... 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Scratton,  D.,  Esq. 

... 

•  .• 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Shepherd,  Bev.  Bobert 

... 

•  •• 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Smith,  Bev.  H.    

•  .. 

... 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Spencer,  C,  Esq. 

.«. 

••. 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Stable,  B.  S.,  Esq.      ... 

... 

•  •• 

0  10 

0\ 

0  10 

0 

Stevens,  Rev.  H.  —     ... 

... 

•^ 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Stratford,  J.  W.,  Eaq. ... 

... 

••• 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Timins,  Rev.  J.  H.      ... 

... 

••• 

1  1 

0  10 

0 

Tootell,  J.,  Esq.  ...     ... 

••. 

... 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Warren,  Rev.  J.  C.B.... 

•«. 

•  .• 

1  1 

0  10 

0 

Wayth,  Major      ...     ... 

... 

•  .• 

0  10 

1   1 

0 

Whatman,  J.,  Esq.      ... 

... 

... 

1     0 

0  10 

0 

Wbittaker,  C.  G.,  Esq. 

... 

... 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Wilberforce,  Bev.  W.  H. 

... 

... 

0  10 

0  10 

0 

Yaldwin,W.a,Esq.... 

•  •• 

•  •« 

1    1 
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Danaiiams  and  Svbicriptions,  from  the  30th  ofJtmey 
to  the  31st  of  July,  1851. 


%*  ThoM  MBM  to  wkkh  (D.)  Is  preAzM  mn  Domitiani;  all  oltera  m  AoNal  SobMripttoni. 


£      JL    d 

His  Grace  the  Dol^  of  Onf- 
toD (IX)  10    0    0 

Ri^t  Bey,  the  Lord  Bkhop  of 
Manehester     .    .    •    (D.)  10  10    0 

C.  Sayer,  Eeq^  OU  CaireiidMli- 
•treeC (D.)  10    0    0 

B.  Fellowei,  Em^  Engkfield 
Houae,  Beading    .    .  (D.)  10    0    0 

H.  Holland,  M.D.,  Lower 
Brook-street 10  10    0 

R.GU]e8pie,Esq.,Tofk-ter.(D.)  5    0    0 

Eer.  J.  £.  Middletoo,  8t 
Bees (8ndD.)    5    5    0 

&  M.  O.,  per  Hatchards    ..500 

W.Jones,£sq.3iiigwood(D.)   5    0    0 

T.  Twining,  Esq^  jan^fPenryn 
Honse,  Twickenham.    •    •    5    0    0 

O.  W.  Farrer,  Esq.,  per  W. 
Gregson,  Esq.  •    .    .  (D.)    5    0    0 

Charles  Haselden,  Esq.,  Wig- 
more  street  ....  (D.)    500 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Cayan     ..200 

Sir  William  Tayle,  Bart,  per 
WUliams 2    2    0 

B.  A.  Townsend,  Esq.,  Doc- 
tors' Commons  ••....    2    2    0 

Ber.  A.  Onslow,  Bipley    ..220 

B.  W.  Grenfell,  Esq.,  Thames- 
street  2    2    0 

£.  Scott,  Esq.,  Brjanstone-sq.    2    0    0 

W.  H.  Martin,  Esq.,  per 
Hatchards 2    2    0 

J.  Singleton,  Esq.,  per  ditto    .200 

CoLSirDigbyMackworth,Bt     110 

A.  F.  SUde,  Esq.,  Stock  Ex- 
change      110 

B.  QiUespie,  Esq.,  Tork-terr.      10    0 
H  T.Spencer,  Esq.,  Holloway    1     1    0 


J.  &  W.  Dmminoiid,  Esqn., 

Croydon  

M.  Moleneoz,  Esq.,  GniUISBrd 
P.  St  Leger  Gienfiell,  Esq., 

Swansea  . 

F.  H.  N.  Gkxsop,  Eaq^  Isle- 
worth 

Ber.  W.  H.yenion,Canhalton 
BeT.  8.  Ly  sons,  Hemsted  Court 
Ber.  J.  Pemherton,  Cbore .  . 
Ber.  M.  M.  Preston,  Cheshimt 
Ber.  W.  B.  Marriott,  Eton 

CoUege 

O.  Dickin,  Esq.,  Queen-street 
T.  Walfbrd,  Esq.,  Queen-street 
Charles  Beade,  Esq.,  Condoit- 

street. •    . 

Bev.  T.  T.  Penrose,  Coleby  . 
J.  L.  Ostler,  Esq.,  Grantham  . 
F.  Sandoz,  Esq.,  India  House 
W.  Middleton,  Esq.,  Cheshnnt 
BeT.  E.  Pemberton,  Belchamp 

St  Paul 

W.  Woodrooffe.  Esq.,  New-sq. 
H  Thring,  Esq.,  Old-square  , 
Mrs.  Hooper,  AmweU  House, 

Ware 

Miss  Barenshaw,  Wigmore-st 
BeT.  T.  Tate,  Edmontpn  .  . 
Mrs.  Woods,  AmiTal*s-inn  . 
W.  G.  Ward,  Esq.,  Northwood 
Park,  Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight 
Bey.  B.  V.  Law,  Christian- 

Malford 

H.  Menzies,  Esq.,  Altrencham 
W.  A.  Garratt,  Esq.,  Brighton 
BeT.  J.  E.  Hall,  Sunninghill  . 
Miss  Hunter 


£    «.    dL 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1     0 

0 

16 


THE  labourer's  FRIEND. 


£  f.  d, 
ReT.  G.  Dandridge,  RoDsham  110 
MissS.  MUler.  .  .  .  (D.)  1  0  0 
Hon.  Miss  Vernon  ....  1  0  0 
ReT.E.W.Caameld,&Wraxfill  110 
J.UobsonyE8q.,Commi8sioner8* 

Office,  Huddersfield  ...  1  1  0 
ReT.  E.  Aoriol,  Mecklenbarg- 

sqoare 1     10 

Miss  Prince,  York-street  ..110 
Mrs.  Locock,  Hertford-street  .110 
O.  S.  Forbes,  Esq.,  Madras  .110 
Col.  Clynton,  Ashby  Cljnton  110 
Ford  Fenn,  Esq.,  Botolph-lane  110 
MissGIoTer,  Doaghty-street.  1  1  0 
Col.  Smith,  Berkeley-sqoare  .110 
J.  F.  C.  Campbell,  Esq.,  Lin- 

coln's-inn-fields  ....  1  10 
Thomas  Peake,  Esq.,  Tonstall, 

Staffordshire 110 

Protheroe  Smith,  Esq.,  M.D., 

Park-street 110 

Rer.  J.  B.  Cobham,  Edwin- 

Btowe 0  10    0 

T.  Batler,  Esq.,  Homdean  .  0  10  0 
Samuel  Farrow,  Esq.,  Diss  •  0  10  0 
J.  Forster,  Esq.,  Tottenham  .  0  10  0 
Mrs.  Wilkinson,  per  ditto  .  .  0  10  0 
W.  Price,  Esq.,  Reigate  .  .  0  10  p 
H.  F.  Fardon,  Esq.,  Brooms- 

groTe 0  10    0 

G.  Haiker^  Esq.,  Thames*st .    0  10    0 


X    s.  if. 

Miss  Bedwell,  Chipham-rise  .  0  10  o 

J.  Tayk>r,  Esq.,  Colchester    .  0  10  0 

T.  Catchpool,  Esq.,  ditto   .    .  0  10  0 
Mr.    Jocelyne    and    Friend, 

Braintree 0  10  0 

ReT.  B.  Goodrich,  Gt  Saling  .0100 
J.  N.  Hibbert,  Esq.,  Chalfont.  0  10  0 
J.  Reynolds,  Esq.,  Royal  Fort  0  10  0 
J.  Young,  Esq.,  Taonton  •  •  O  10  0 
Mr.  Swusland,  Crayford  .  .  0  10  0 
ReT.  S.  Brown,  Yoxford  .  .  0  10  0 
G.  George,  Esq.,  Royal  Cres- 
cent, Bath 0  10  0 

W.  Hull,  Esq.,  Uxbridge  .    .  0  10  0 

Mijor  Staart,  ditto  ....  0  10  0 

J.  N.  Hibbert,  Esq.,  ditto  .  •  .  0  10  0 

Gordon  Forbes,  Esq.,  Ham    •  0  10  0 

J.  May,  Esq.,  Romsey  ...  0  10  0 
ReT.  G.  N.  Woodrooffe,  8o- 

merford  •    .    .    ....  0  10  0 

B.    Wilson,    Esq.,    Mirfteld, 

Dewsbnry 0  10  0 

Ftr  Mr.  H.  Martin^  AgaU. 

ReT.  R.  Shepherd    ....  0  10  0 

J.  Camell,Esq.    .    .    .    «    »  0  10  0 

C  Speneer,  Esq. 0  10  0 

J.  Lindop,  Esq. 0  10  0 

S.  L.  Locas,  eImi 0  10  0 

J.  Edm«td»  Esq. 0  10  0 


^t  %u'h0mtt*ii  iFtfett^v 
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the  Month  of  Angast  ...  p.  140 
Village  Clabs,  Northamptonshire  .  .  147 
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The  Homes  of  London  Crystallized, 
ot  the  Great  Transparency  .    .    .  104 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  AUGUST. 

Exeter  HaUt  Strand. 

A  MEETING  of  the  Committee  was  held  on  Monday,  August  18th : 
present — The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  in  the  chair;  Henry  Roberts^ 
John  Bridges,  Thomas  Twining,  jun.,  John  Sperling,  F.  L. 
WoUaston,  Henry  Blanshard,  and  George  Pearce,  Esqrs. 

The  allotment  agent  reported  that  he  attended,  by  invitation, 
a  meeting  at  Henley-on-Thames,  to  consider  the  best  means  of 
improving  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes  and  lodging- 
houses,  when  a  committee  was  formed,  consisting  of  J.  W.  Birch, 
Esq. ;  the  Rev.  F.  J.  Burlton ;  Rev.  G.  Phillimore ;  Raymond 
Barker ;  and  T.  Jeston,  Esqrs.  The  agent  further  reported  that  he 
fouod  about  ten  acres  of  land  belonging  to  the  corporation,  which 
was  formerly  let  at  alow  rent,  now  divided  into  eighty  allotments, 
and  let  to  the  poor  of  the  town  at  an  improved  rent,  so  that 
both  the  .corporation  and  the  labouring  classes  have  been  benefited 
by  the  change. 

West  India  Deputation. — Some  time  since  a  deputation 
from  the  East  and  West  India  Dock  Company  visited  the 
Society's  lodging-houses,  and  also  the  family  houses  at  Bagnigge 
Wells :  the  deputation  consisted  of  John  Scott,  Esq.,  chairman ; 
Edward  M.  Danube,  Esq.,  deputy  chairman ;  Edward  Knight, 
Esq.,  superintendent;  and  H.  Martin,  Esq.,  engineer.  The 
result  has  been  the  erection  of  about  sixty  model  houses  for 
workmen  in  the  Docks,  near  the  West  India  Dock  Station  on 
the  Blackwall  Railway,  consisting  of  two  and  four  rooms  each ; 
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the  rent  of  the  t\^<v»toomed  houses  heing  2s.  3rf.  and  2s.  6/?.  per 
week,  and  for  the  fout-toomed  houses  4*.  to  4*.  8 A  per  week ; 
they  are  now  completed  and  tenanted,  and  present  altogether 
a  most  comfortable  appearance.  The  Company  have  alao,  within 
a  few  rods  of  the  above  dwellings,  set  out  forty  allotment  gardens 
of  about  twelve  poles  each,  with  which  the  tenants  are  much 
pleased. 

The  Earl  of  Abergavenhy,  the  BaronesB  Le  Despencer,  and 
the  Marquess  Camden,  have  commenced  building  new  cottages 
on  their  estates.  The  Marquess  Camden  has  just  completed  a 
{Mir,  near  the  first  station  from  Tunbridge  Wells,  on  the 
Hastings  Railway,  with  three  sleeping-rooms  to  each,  which  th^ 
steward,  W.  Roper,  Esq.,  informed  the  agent  did  not  cost  more 
than  £120,  and  which  he  considered  might  be  built  anywhere 
for  £150. 

The  Messrs.  Randall,  of  Maiden-lane,  King's-cross,  are  re- 
building the  whole  of  their  workmen's  cottages.  Nine  htvebeeti 
Completed,  five  are  in  progress,  and  about  ten  more  remain  to 
be  done. 

The  agent  has  also  inspected  the  new  iron  model  lodging^ 
houses  for  very  respectable  mechanics,  erected  also  iti  Maiden- 
lane,  by  a  gentleman  from  Liverpool,  and  which  was  proposed  td 
be  opened  on  Wednesday  the  20th.  It  is  intended  for  fifty-six 
lodgers ;  the  interior  has  much  the  appearance  of  a  ship^s  cabiDi 
very  neatly  fitted  up ;  the  building  alone  (which  is  seventy-five 
feet  by  twenty-five  feet)  cost  about  £700. 

The  agent  further  stated,  that  the  police-officers  report  that 
the  visitors  at  the  Prince  Albert's  Cottages  in  Hyde  Park  sfill 
continued  to  be  very  numerous;  and  their  return  up  to 
Saturday,  the  16th  inst,  amounted  to  about  125,000  persons. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Dwellings,  report  that  they  have 
fitted  up  the  rooms  on  the  basement  story  of  the  Streatham- 
street  Family  Houses,  which  they  propose  to  let  on  the  following 
scale : — Small  single  room  2s.  per  week ;  larger  single  room 
25.  6d.  per  week  ;  double  rooms  3s.  6d.  per  week ;  treble  rooms 
Ass  6d.  per  week.  They  now  propose  that  they  be  immediately 
occupied. 

PoRTPooL-LANE  Buildings. — The  Honorary  Architect  having 
given  his  certificate  of  the  completion  of  the  buildings,  the  Sub- 
Committee  have  been  occupied  in  taking  the  necessary  measures 
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for  admitting  the  tenanto ;  for  that  purpose  they  have  prepared  a 
set  of  rules  for  the  tcttants  of  the  family  houses,  and  a  distinct 
set  of  rules  fc^  the  tenants  of  the  female  rooms ;  they  are  also 
providing  ihe  female  rooms  with  the  following  furniture : — ^viz.^ 
two  iron  bedsteads,  with  mattrass  and  bolster  to  each,  two  ohairs, 
a  firm  table,  and  fender  and  fire-irons. 

The  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  the  Dwelling  and  Lodgingr 
houses  was  laid  on  the  table,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
houses  continue  fully  occupied,  and  the  conduct  of  the  tenants 
in  every  respect  satisfactory. 

A  letter  was  read  from  George  Buller,  Esq.,  addressed  to. 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  proposing  that  one  thousand  copies  of  the 
two  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  lodging-houses,  with  mar^al 
notes,  should  be  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  Society,  which 
was  acceded  to  accordingly. 

Letters  were  read  fix)ni  the  Earl  Cavan,  Major  Little, 
Reverends  R.  W.  Bosanquet,  H  J.  Barton,  and  H.  R.Monro; 
from  CO.  Bardett,  G.  Buller,  J.  Cruin,  J.  Maund,  W. 
Fuller,  H.  Clinton,  C.  Stanners,  A.  C.  Uooper,  O,  Rowland,  W. 
Jones,  J.  Waithman,  A.  Klingslake,  O.  Mosley,  J.  Evans,  Esqrs., 
Misses  Farrington  and  Taunton;  Messrs.  H.  Duignan,  Vevers, 
Brayley,  Archer,  &c  &c. 

During  the  past  month,  numerous  visitors  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, as  well  as  from  different  parts  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  have  inspected  the  Society's  model  houses:  amongst 
the  entries  in  the  register-books  are  the  names  of  persons 
residing  in  Sweden,  Hambturg,  Brussels,  Paris,  Lyons,  Geneva, 
Neufchatel,  Wurtemburg,  Turin,  Russia,  Berlin,  Sardinia,  War- 
saw, Holland,  New  York,  Charleston,  Cincinnati,  U.  8.,  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  Dttblini  &c. 

VILLAGE  CLUBS  (NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.) 

Wb  have  received  a  report  of  the  Thirteenth  Antiivertary  of  the 
Wloken  Vietoria,  Church  of  England,  Medical  and  Benefit  Club, 
which  may  be  interesting  to  some  of  our  readers.  The  Victoria  Clubs 
are  not  strictly  self-supporting,  nor  do  they  provide  for  more  than  a 
limited  period  of  sickness;  but  they  have  been  found  of  the  greatest 
use  in  many  parts  of  Wiltshire,  (where  they  have  existed  for  more 
than  twenty  years>)  in  Warwickshire,  Buckinghamshire,  and  North- 
aroptonshire,  and  an  effort  is  now  making  to  introduce  them  in  a 
modified  form  into  Staffordshire. 

&2 
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They  are  more  partieularly  adapted  for  strictly  agricultural  ditiricts, 
vhere  the  rate  of  wages  will  not  properly  admit  of  iotroducing  the 
Becber  clubs.  And  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of  their  supporters*  that  the 
agricultural  labourer  not  only  cannot  afford,  but  that  he  ought  not 
to  be  called  upon  to  contribute,  such  an  amount  as  would  make  th^e, 
societies  what  is  commonly  called  '<  safe  and  self»8uppobtino/'     -.. : 

The  Victoria  clubs  are  enrolled  ;  they  are  strictly  parochial ;  em- 
brace children ;  and  have  the  effect  in  many  cases  of  uniting  the 
parishioners  in  one  body  ;  and  thus  admit  of  much  more  old  English 
festivity  than  could  otherwise  be  controllable  within  harmless  bounds^; 
In  leaning  upon  the  resident  local  proprietors  and  farmers^  they  form 
a  valuable  and  scriptural  bond  between  the  upper  and  lower  classes, 
and  promote  and  encourage  true  Christian  feeling.  Their  basis 
may  be  thus  briefly  stated. 

For  every  weekly /brt^tiz^  regularly  deposited,  the  benefit  member 
is  entitled  to  a  weekly  shilling  in  sickness,  (that  is,  8dL  per  month,  for 
8^.  sick  pay.)     Children  require  little  out,  and  therefore  pay  little  in. 
At  each  step,  when  the  member  progressively  raises' his  deposit  and- 
claim,  a  new  medical  certificate  is  required.     The  sick  pay  goes  on . 
for  six  mouths,  if  needful,  and  then  is  reduced  to  half>pay  for  six 
months  more:  after  which  a  member  must  have  been  in  perfect  health, 
and  at  his  usual  work  for  one  month,  before  he  can  receive  pay 
again.     Payments,  under  three  months'  continuance  of  sickness,  are^ 
paid  from  the  ordinary  fund — and  all  beyond  three  months,  from  the 
honorary  fund.     For  long  illnesses,  there  is  a  voluntary  Amicable . 
Fund,  made  up  by  honorary  subscriptions,  which  may  be  resorted  to, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  committee,  in  further  aid  of  the  most  deserv- 
ing characters.    A  death  payment  is  secured  out  of  the  accumulating 
surplus,  which  generally  remains  on  closing  the  accounts  each  year; 
and  an  old-age  pension  may  be  obtained  by  a  separate  deposit. 

These  societies  have  hitherto  worked  well  ;^and  have  generally  a 
considerable  stock  in  reserve,  and  they  are  self»supporting  up  to  a 
certain  clearly  defined  point.  An  accurate  observer,  from  whose, 
work  on  Friendly  Societies  the  foregoing  remarks  are  principally 
taken,*  goes  on  to  say : — ^*  The  chief  flaw  in  such  a  system  seems  to  . 
be  its  dependence  on  individual  character,--on  the  individual  clergy 
— the  individual  labourers — the  individual  farmers.  And  the  suceets 
of  such  a  club  must  mainly  depend  on  its  being  exclusively  confined  to, 
a  single  individual  parish,  or  two  or  three  small  contiguous  ones,  where 
the  clergy,  proprietors,  and  principal  inhabitants  are  united,  and  can  act 
together."  But  to  this  it  should  be  added,  that  these  societies  have, 
in  many  cases,  been  the  means  of  uniting  the  clergy,  proprietors, 
farmers,  and  labourers;  and  of  keeping  them  untied  in  one  strong  bond 
of  amity  and  kindness  ;  that  more  may  be  done  by  well-disposed  and 
active  individuals^  than  could  be  effected  by  legislative  interference; 
that  little  exertion  in  this  way  and  less  expense,  if  wisely  directed, 
may  produce  much  good  ;  that  the  poor  are  well  disposed  to  second 
the  efforts  which  are  made  for  their  advantage,  whenever  they  under- 
stand the  benefit;  and  that  the  lower  classes  become  improved  in 

♦  Village  Provident  Societies,  by  the  Rev.  Abner  W.  Brown,  Vicar  of  PyCehlay, 
Northamptonshire. 
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other  respects  in  proportion  lo  (he  improvement  of  their  circum- 
standes.  It  is  indeed  the  remark  of  one  of  themselves — <<that  nothing 
would  make  poor  folks  more  happy^  than  finding  that  great  foli^ 
thought  of  them." 

All  thisi  we  are  assured,  has  been  remarkably  seen  in  the  case  of 
the  Victoria  club,  to  tbe  last  anniversary  of  ithich  we  are  about  more 
particularly  to  allude. 

The  population  of  Wicken,  according  to  the  late  Census,  was  487, 
out  of  which  number  347  are  benefit  members  of  the  club ;  these, 
together  with  the  farmers,  and  the  family  of  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Douglas  Pennant,  who  now  occupies  Wicken  Park,  one  of  the  resi- 
dences of  the  late  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  Bart.,  the  proprietor, — assem- 
bled, previous  to  Divine  Service,  on  Thursday,  the  19th  of  May,  and 
proceeded  to  the  parish  church ;  the  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Hutton,  Rector  of  Great  Houghton,  and  late  Fellow  of 
Magdalene  College,  Oxford ;  after  which,  the  men  sat  down  to  dinner, 
and  in  the  evening  the  women  and  children  had  tea  provided  for 
them,  and  a  band  of  music,  with  sundry  amusements,  which  were  kept 
up  till  about  nine  o'clock, — at  which  hour,  according  to  custom,  the* 
whole  party  sang  '<God  save  the  Queen,"  and  then  broke  up,  and 
returned  quietly  to  their  homes.  If  such  meetings  could  oftener  take 
place  between  people  of  different  conditions,  no  one  who  had  once  seen 
them  would  doubt,  but  that  a  much  more  friendly  feeling  would  be 
created  than  now  exists  between  rich  and  poor,  master  and  servant^ 
tenant  and  landlord. 

After  the  men's  dinner,  and  the  first  loyal  toast,  of  «  Church  and 
Queen,"  the  statement  of  accounts  was  read,  which  this  year  was 
morti  than  usually  satisfactory,  there  being  a  balance,  after  all  pay- 
ments, of  803/.  4s,  Sd.  in  favour  of  the  club. 

The  Rector  then  said,  before  proposing  the  health  of  the  *'  House 
of  Mordaunt,  and  the  House  of  Douglas  Pennant,"  that,  as  he  had 
alluded  last  year  to  Mr.  Feargus  O'Connor's  land  scheme,  and  warned 
his  parishioners  against  it — he  felt  it  right  on  the  present  occasion^ 
to  justify  what  he  had  then  said,  by  stating  that  Mr^  O'Connor, 
attended  by  some  of  his  chartist  co-operatives,  had  recently  come  before 
a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  declare  himself  a  bankrupty 
and  that  of  the  60,000  poor  men  who  had  been  so  shamefully  deluded 
into  paying  their  hard  won  earnings  to  the  land  scheme,  not  one 
would  reap  the  slightest  benefit,  and  a  great  number  would  be  utterly 
and  hopelessly  ruined.  '^  Not,"  continued  the  reverend  gentleman, 
<•  that  I  object  to  the  scheme  in  itself — ^far  from  it ;  I  told  you  then, 
and  I  tell  you  the  same  now — that  I  wish  it  could  have  succeeded, 
because  I  wish  any  scheme  to  succeed  that  can  make  the  English 
labourer  a  happier  and  a  better  man.  But,  from  all  that  has 
passed,  and  from  all  I  have  seen,  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  four-acre 
system  is  a  failure.  I  do  not  say,  that  in  the  hands  of  honest  men  it 
might  not  succeed  to  a  certain  extent,  and  in  some  places,  but  not  as 
a  general  plan.  Tiie  allotment  system,  however,  as  you  well  know 
from  experience,  is  a  very  different  thing :  it  is  a  benefit  to  the  poor 
man,  and  you  have  that  benefit.  And  it  is  right  you  should  know 
that  it  was  from  the  first,  the  wish  of  your  masters  that  you  should 


landed  proprietor  and  the  tenant  farmer;  for  that  the  landowners 
and  farmers  have  to  bear  all  the  brunt;  and  that  the  agricultural 
interests  have  to  pay  a  most  undue  proportion  of  the  rates,  no  one 
can  deny.  And  what  follows  from  all  this?  Why,  that  the  land 
should  be  respected,  and  the  landlord  should  be  respected,  and  the 
tenant  farmer  should  be  respected ;  and  the  poor  man,  when  he  remem- 
bers what  is  done  for  blm,  should  learn  to  respect  both.  I  said,  that  both 
rich  f^nd  poor  have  their  trials  and  difficulties  to  contend  against ;  aodl 
has  the  far^ler  had  no  difficulties  and  no  losses  to  contend  against  of 
late  ?  You  know  that  he  has,  as  well  as  I  do ;  and  yet  h^  has  striveu 
to  pay  his  way  and  to  pay  bis  wages;  and  by  his  so  doing  I  believe  the 
labourer  is  better  off  than  he  ever  was  before ;  and  if  the  possessors  of 
income^  merely,  in  this  country,  would  do  their  part,  as  well  as  the  land« 

lords  and  farmers  have  done  theirs,  he  might  continue  to  be  so 

Still,  there  is  a  great  change  passing  over  us ;  and  in  every  great 
change  there  must  be  difficulties ;  and  even  if  those  difficulties  should 
increase,  we  must  strive  to  bear  them  in  a  contented  spirit,  putting 
our  trust  in  God,  and  doing  what  we  can  to  help  each  other.  •  .  .  • 
These,  gentlemen,  are  some  of  the  facts  I  proposed  to  mention  to 
you, — and  these  are  the  principles  I  wish  to  instil  into  your  minds ; 
and  I  know  that  in  so  doing  I  am  acting  the  part  of  a  true  friend*  It 
is  upon  these  principles  that  we  meet  here  to-day  ;  upon  these  prin- 
ciples our  Club  is  founded,  and  'all  those  other  kindred  institutions 
which  gather  around  it — our  Land  Allotments,  our  Coal  Club,  our 
Clothing  Clubi  our  Medical  Club,  and  the  rest." 


Spade  Husbandry. 

It  may  b^  mentioned,  in  conne:iLion  with  the  above  report,  that,  in 
addition  to  tbe  clubs  alluded  to,  the  following  simple  plan  of  9pade 
hu^andry  has  been  found  to  work  beneficially  for  the  parish  :«»With 
the  entire  concurrence  of  the  farmers,  it  was  agreed  that  such 
labourers  as  were  out  of  work  during  the  winter  should  be  employed  in 
digging  some  portion  of  land,  at  a  certain  fixed  rate  per  acre.  The  land 
was  measured  out  in  square  poles,  and  a  ground  plan  made,  on  which 
each  pole  was  numbered.  Afterwards,  those  who  happened  to  be  out  of 
work  were  allowed  to  take  a  certain  number  of  poles,  with  an  under- 
Sstanding  that  tliey  must  not  relax  their  endeavours  to  get  other  work^ 
and  that  they  would  be  allowed  only  a  certain  number  of  weeks'  wor^ 
aind  to  dig  only  a  certain  number  of  poles  per  week  each.  The 
reasons  for  these  rules  will  at  once  be  obvious  to  any  one  residing  in 
a^  agricultural  parish ;  and  the  result  has  proved  most  satbfactory. 
Th^  oqly  loss  to  the  promoter  of  the  plan  has  been  a  certain  temporary 
qutlay  in  the  shape  of  wages,  which  has  in  each  instance  been  more 
than  repaid,  after  the  crops  being  gathered  and  disposed  of. 
.  The  surplus  has,  in  these  cases,  been  carried  to  the  Club  accounis;  < 
so  that  the  Labourers  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  not  only  thai 
they  obtained  a  reasonable  amount  of  work  and  wages,  which  other- 
wise they  might  have  lost,  or  been  compelled  to  apply  to  the  Union, 
-7-Aud  that  the  profits  arising  from, such  work  were  turned  to  food 
account,  by  increasing  the  funds  of  their  Club. 
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THE  FUTURE  OF  LABOUR.  —  D.AY-BBBAK.  .  .  . 

Editorial  Correspondence  of  the  Tribune]  New  Tark. 

London,  Pridity,  MHy  1^,  185L 
I  HAVE  spent  the  forenoon  of  to-day  in  examining  a  portion  of  tbe 
model  lodging-houses,  bathing  and  washing  establishments,  and  co- 
operative labour  associations  already  in  operation  in  this  great  itfetro- 
polis.  My  companions  were  Mr.  Vansittart  Neale,  a  gentleman  wiio 
has  usefully  devoted  much  time  and  effort  to  the  elevation  of  labour, 
and  M.  Cordonnaye,  the  actuary  or  chosen  director  of  an  association 
of  cabinet-makers  in  Paris,  who  are  exhibitors  of  their  own  products 
in  the  Great  Exposition,  which  explains  their  chief's  presence  in 
London.  We  were  in  no  case  expected,  and  enjoyed  the  fairest 
opportunity  to  see  everything  as  it  really  is.  The  beds  were  in  some 
of  the  lodging-houses  unmade,  but  we  were  everywhere  cheerfully 
and  promptly  shown  through  the  rooms,  and  our  inquiries  frankly  and 
clearly  responded  to.  I  propose  to  give  a  brief  and  eandid  account 
of  what  we  saw  and  heard. 

Our  first  visit  was  paid  to  the  origitlal  or  primitive  Model  Lodging- 
house,  situated  in  Charles-street,  in  the  heart  of  St.  Giles's.  The 
neighbourhood  is  not  inviting,  but  has  been  worse  than  it  is ;  the 
building  having  been  fitted  up  when  no  man  with  a  dollar  to  spare 
had  any  faith  in  the  project,  is  an  old-fashioned  d^elling-hottse,  not 
very  considerably  modified.  This  attempt  to  put  the  new  wine  into 
old  bottles  has  had  the  usual  result.  True,  the  sleeping-rooms  are 
somewhat  ventilated,  but  not  sufficiently  so;  the  beds  are  too 
abundant,  and  no  screen  divides  those  in  the  same  room  from  each 
other.  Yet  these  lodgings  are  a  decided  improvement  on  those  pro- 
vided for  the  same  class  for  the  same  price  in  private  lodging-faooses. 
The  charge  is  fourpence  (eight  cents)  per  night,  and  I  believe  two 
shillings  (fifty  cents)  per  week,  for  which  is  given  water,  towels, 
room  and  fire  for  washing  and  cooking,  and  a  small  cupboard  or  safe 
wherein  to  keep  provisions.  Eighty-two  beds  are  made  up  in  this 
house,  and  the  keeper  assured  us  that  she  seldom  had  a  spare  one 
through  the  night.  I  could  not  in  conscience  praise  her  beds  for 
cleanliness,  but  it  is  now  near  the  close  of  the  week,  and  her  lodgers 
do  not  come  to  her  out  of  band-boxes.  Only  men  are  lodged  here. 
The  concern  pays  handsomely. 

We  next  visited  a  working  association  of  pianoforte  makers,  not 
far  from  Drury-lane.  These  men  were  working  for  an  employer  on 
the  old  plan,  when  he  failed  it  threw  them  all  out  of  employment,  and 
deprived  a  portion  of  them  of  the  savings  of  past  years  of  frugal 
industry,  which  they  had  permitted  to  lie  in  his  hands.  Thus  left 
*  destitute,  they  formed  a  working  association,  designated  their  own 
chiefs,  settled  their  rules  of  partnership  ;  and  here  stepped  in  several 
able  "  promoters"  of  the  cause  of  industrial  organisation  of  labour, 
and  lent  them  at  five  per  cent,  the  amount  of  capital  required  to  buy 
out  the  old  concern — namely,  8500  dollars.     They  have  since  (about 
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six  weeks)  been  hard  at  work,  having  an  arrangement  for  the  sale  at 
l^  low  rate  of  all  the  pianos  they  can  make.  The  associates  are  fif- 
teen in  number,  all  working  **  by  the  piece"  except  the  foreman  and 
business  .man,  who  receive  twelve  dollars  each  per  week ;  the  others 
earn  from  eight  dollars  to  eleven  dollars  each  weekly.  I  see  nothing 
likely  to  defeat  and  destroy  this  enterprise,  unless  it  should  lose  the 
market  for  its  products. 

We  went  thence  to  a  second  Model  Lodging-house,  situated  near 
Tottenham  court-road.  This  was  founded  subsequently  to  that 
already  described ;  its  building  was  constructed  expressly  for  it,  and 
each  lodger  has  a  separate  apartment,  though  its  division  walls  do  not 
reach  the  ceiling  overhead.  Half  the  lodgers  have  each  a  separate 
window,  which  they  can  open  and  close  at  pleasure,  in  addition  to  the 
regular  provision  for  ventilation.  In  addition  to  the  wash-room, 
kitchen,  dining  tables,  &c.,  provided  in  the  older  concern,  there  is  a 
small  but  good  library,  a  large  conversation  room,  and  warm  baths 
on  demand  for  a  penny  each.  The  charge  is  two  shillings  and  four- 
pence  (fifty-eight  cents)  per  week ;  the  number  of  beds  is  one  hun- 
dred and  four,  and  they  arc  always  full,  with  numerous  applications 
a-head  at  all  times  for  the  first  vacant  bed.  Not  a  single  case  of 
cholera  occurred  here  in  1849,  though  dead  bodies  were  taken  out  of 
the  neighbouring  alley  (Church-lane)  six  or  eight  in  a  day.  So 
much  for  the  blasphemy  of  terming  the  cholera,  with  like  scourges, 
the  work  of  an  inscrutable  Providence.  The  like  exemption  from 
cholera  was  enjoyed  by  two  or  three  other  model  lodging-houses  then* 
in  London.  Their  comparative  cleanliness,  and  the  coolness  in  sum- 
mer caused  by  the  great  thickness  of  the  walls,  contribute  greatly  to 
this  freedom  from  contagion. 

The  third  and  last  of  the  Model  Lodging-houses  we  visited  was  even 
more  interesting ;  in  that  it  was  designed  and  cc^structed  expressly  to 
be  occupied  by  families,  of  which  it  accommodates  forty-eight,  and  has 
never  a  vacant  room.  The  building  is  of  course  a  large  one,  very  sub- 
stantially constructed  on  three  sides  of  an  open  court  paved  with 
asphalte,  and  used  for  drying  clothes,  and  as  children's  playground. 
All  the  suites  of  apartments  on  each  floor  are  connected  by  a  corridor, 
running  around  the  inside  or  back  of  the  building,  and  the  several 
suites  consist  of  two  rooms,  or  three  with  entry,  closets,  &c.,  according 
to  the  needs  of  the  applicant :  that  which  we  more  particularly 
examined  consisted  of  three  apartments,  two  of  them  bed-rooms,  with 
the  appendages  already  indicated ;  here  lived  a  workman,  with  his 
wife  and  six  young  children,  from  two  to  twelve  years  of  age.  Their 
rent  is  six  shillings  (one  dollar  and  fifty  cents)  per  week,  or 
fifteen  pounds  twelve  shillings  per  annum ;  and  I  am  confident 
that  equal  accommodations  in  the  old  way  cannot  be  obtained  in 
an  equally  central  and  commodious  portion  of  London  or  New  York 
for  double  the  money.  Suites  of  two  rooms  only  for  smaller  families 
cost  but  one  dollar  to  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per  *  week, 
according  to  the  size  and  eligibility.  It  is  provided  with  a  bath- 
room, wash-room,  oven,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  which  no  extra  charge  h 
made. 
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The  baildiug  U  very  substantial  nufi  well  co»stPuqUKl,  m  fire-proof, 
and  cost  about  40,000  dollars.  Tlie  ground  for  it  was  leased  of  th(t 
Duke  of  Bedford  for  ninety-aiue  years,  at  8250  dollars  per  aonum. 
The  money  to  construct  it  was  mostly  raised  by  MibsoriptioDs,  tba 
Queen  leading  off  with  1500  dollars^  which  the  Queen  Dowager  and 
two  royid  duchesses  followed*  then  came  sundry  dukesy  earls,  and 
other  notables,  with  500  dollars  each,  followed  by  a  long  iiat  of 
amaller  and  smaller  subscriptions. 

But  this  money  wd3  given  to  the  Society  for 'Battering  the  Condi- 
tion  of  the  Labouring  Classes,  to  enable  them  to  try  an  ezperimenti 
and  that  experiment  has  triumphantly  succeeded. 

All  those  I  have  described,  as  well  as  one  for  single  women  only 
near  Hatton  Garden,  and  one  for  families,  and  for  aged  women,  near 
.Bagnigge  Wells,  which  I  have  not  yet  found  tiipe  to  visit,  are  con- 
stantly and  thoroughly  filled,  and  hundreds  are  eager  for  admittance 
who  cannot  be  accommodated ;  the  inmu&tes  are  comparatively  cleanly, 
healthy,  and  comfortable  ;  and  the  plan  pays.  This  is  the  great  point 
.It  is  very  easy  to  build  edifices  by  subscription  in  which  as  many  as 
they  will  accommodate  may  have  very  satisfactory  lodgings;  but 
even  in  England,  where  public  charity  is  most  munificent.  It  is  im* 
possible  to  build  such  dwellings  for  aU  from  the  contributions  of 
philanthropy ;  and  to  provide  for  a  hundi*edth  part,  while  the  residue 
are  left  as  they  were,  i^  of  ver}'  dubious  utility*  The  comfort  of  the 
few  will  increa;se  the  discontent  and  wretchedness  of  the  many.  Bol 
only  demonstrate  that  building  capacious,  commodious,  and  Qi/exy  way 
eligible  dwellings  for  the  poor  is  a  safe  and  fair  investment,  and  that 
tfieir  rents  may  be  essentially  reduced  thereby,  while  tkeir  comfort  is 
promoted,  and  a  very  great  step  has  been  made  iu  the  world's  pn>p 
gress-— one  which  will  not  be  receded  from, 

I  saw  in  the  house  last  described. a  newly  invepte4  brick,  (new  at 
least  to  me,)  which  struck  me  favourably.  It  is  so  moulded  as  to  be 
hollow  in  the  centre,  whereby  the  transmission  of  moisture  through  a 
wall  composed  of  this  brick  is  prevented,  and  the  dampness  often 
complained  of  in  brick  houses  precluded.  The  brick  is  larger  than 
those  usually  made,  and  one  side  is  wedge-shaped. 

HoUAiCJB  GmesuKp 


THE  HOMES  OF  LONDON  CRYSTALLIZED  i  OE,  THE 
GREAT  TRANSPARENCY. 

I  HAD  been  spending  a  fine  afternoon  in  Mav,  in  a  leisurely  external 
Mirvey  pf  Ihe  famed  Crystal  Palace,  {  h^  admir^d/^— as  who  oaa 
fpdl  to  do, — ^tbe  singular  uoiou  of  gigantic  prop^tions^  and  airy  lighjtr 
ness  in  the  structure ;  .and  had  marvelled  at  the  combined  geniui^ 
&MTgj:i  and  practical  ability  which  bad  ^sufiiced  io  rajse  so  vast  ana 
aoble-a  fabric  in  such  an  unprecedejsiediy  short  time.  Tempted  by  the 
beauty  of  the  evening,  I  stroiled  into  St^  James*s-park,  on  my  return, 
#nd  Hat  down  on  one  of  the  chairs  under  the  trees.  As  my  eye 
rested  on  the  lines  of  buildings  which  lay  outstretched  before  me»and 
which  lo6ked  more  solid  and  dingy  than  usual,  from  comparison  with 
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tb^  fairy 4ike  erectioo  which  I  had  }u&i  \eh,  a  strange  faocy  crossed 
|uy.uiind. 

^<<  Whati"  thought  I,  '*  if  all  these  massive  walls  were  suddenly  to 
become  traospareDt,  and  London  be  converted  into  one  vast  glass 
bee4)ive  I  How  various  would  be  the  scenes  disclosed.  How 
interesting  were  the  n>iUion  homes  of  our  great  metropolis  thus  laid 
open  to  one's  view  !  ^  Home/ — that  word  so  especially  dear  to  every 
English  hearty  and  which,  combined  with  con\fortaMet — another  word 
still  more  peculiarly  our  own». — presents  to  the  mind  a  picture  of 
domestic  enjoyment,  more  frequently  perhaps  to  be  found  in  England 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world." 

'*  Would" — I  continued,  pursuing  this  fanciful  train  of  thought— 
**  would  that  I  could  summon  an  AsraodeuS)  to  gratify  my  curiosity^ 
and  afford  me  a  peep  at  these  pleasing  scenes  !"  Thus  musing  on  ; 
the  warmth  of  the  sunset  hour ;  the  continuous  rattle  of  the  omni- 
buses and  carriages,  and  the  hum  of  many  voices,— -all  combined  to 
lull  me  to  repose,  and  I  fell  asleep. 

Still  the  same  scene  presented  itself  to  my  slumbering  fancy  ;  and 
as  I  gazed  on  the  piles  of  buildings  before  me,  a  venerable  old  many 
whose  appearance  reminded  me  of  those  sages^  whom  we  read  of  in 
Eastern  tales,  advanced  towards  me.  He  drew  near,  and  thus 
accosted  me.  <<  Son  of  the  favoured  land,  I  come  to  satisfy  your 
desire.  Whether  the  realization  of  your  lougings  may  prove  as 
delightful  as  you  now  anticipate,  a  short  time  will  suffice  to  show.*— 
Follow  me  T' 

I  involuntarily  arose,  and  obeyed  him.  He  led  me  towards  the 
precincts  of  Hyde  Park,  and  we  soon  found  ourselves  in  the  midst 
of  the  princely  and  aristocratic  residences,  which  abound  in  that  pari 
of  London. 

My  guide  paused  :  '<  Wilt  thou  have  the  Halls  of  Justicci  Science^ 
and  Arty  or  the  public  haunts  of  pleasure  revealed  to  thy  gaze,  my 
son  ?"  he  asked. 

^*  Nay,  father,"  I  replied,  <<  these  are  always  open  to  our  view. 
The  homes  of  London — from  that  of  the  peer  to  the  humblest  artisan— 
are  what  I  desire  to  explore."  He  gravely  inclined  his  head,  and 
raising  a  wand  which  he  carried  in  his  hand,  touched  a  noble  mansioQ 
before  which  we  were  standing,  and  its  walls  instantly  became 
transparent. 

A  distii^uished  party  sat  at  a  banquet.  Beauty,  elegance,  and 
refinement  were  there,  and  a  happily  miagled  tone  of  tempered 
gaiety,  and  graceful  seriousness  pervaded  the  tceue.  As  we  passed 
on,  the  wonder-working  wand  of  my  mysterious  conductor  laid  open 
many  a  similar  interior  to  my  admiring  gaze;  some  still  more  attract 
Uve,  as  they  were  more  excLuaively  domestic;  but  i|ll  imbued  with 
the  same  distinguishing  characteristics  of  refinement  and  good  taste* 

'*  Assuredly  our  English  aristocracy  are  a  fine  race,"  I  exclaimedy 
turning  with  somewhat  of  j^  triumphant  air  to  my  guide. 

*^  Undoubtedly  there  is  much  tp  admire  in  your  nobility,"  he  gravely 
replied.  'Mt  may  be  said  of  them,  in  respect  to  their  ejLternai 
appearance,  that  their  '  sous  grow  up  as  the  young  plaut:^,'  and  that 
'  their  daughters  are  as  the  polished  corners  of  the  temple ;'  while  of 
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not  a  few  amongst  them,  the  resemblance  holds  good  in  a  far  higher 
sense;  and  of  such  it  may  be  truly  said  that  they  are* trees  of 
righteousness,  the  planting  of  the  Lord/  and  *  lively  stones'  in  the 
spiritual  temple.  Nevertheless,  they  are  not  without  their  faults  as  a 
class ;  but  what  wonder  I  for  great  are  their  temptations,  and  they 
therefore  need  proportionably  greater  powers  of  self-control,  self- 
denial,  and  quickening  sympathy,  to  enable  them  to  enter  fully  into 
the  sufferings  of  those  beneath  them,  whose  peculiar  trials  they  are 
never  called  upon  to  know  by  experience.  But  pass  we  on,  my  soni 
for  we  have  much  still  before  us." 

He  led  the  way  towards  the  north-east,  and  here  we  soon  fonnd 
ourselves  in  the  midst  of  the  professional  homes  of  London,  which, 
one  after  another,  were  unveiled  before  me ;  and  many  a  cheerful 
circle  1  gazed  on,  where  keen  intellect,  flashing  wit,  and  sprightly 
mirth  enlivened  the  scene,  while  warm  domestic  affection  threw  her 
sweet  charm  over  the  whole. 

We  next  explored  the  city,  and  looked  in  on  the  spacious  and 
handsomely  furnished  houses  of  our  great  commercial  community,  of 
which  expansive  benevolence,  genial  hospitality,  and  cultivated  good 
sense,  mingling  the  *<  feast  of  reason,  and  the  flow  of  soul**  with  social 
enjoyment,  were  the  leading  characteristics.  We  also  glanced  at  the 
cosy  firesides  of  the  lesser  tradesmen,  where  comfort,  good  fellowship, 
and  kindly  feeling  generally  reigned.  One  lovely  scene— >and  there 
were  some  such  in  every  class — I  must  notice.  A  group  met  around 
the  family  altar ; — the  word  of  God  was  read  ; — the  household  knelt 
in  prayer,  and  then  united  in  **  singing  with  melody  in  their  hearts  to 
the  Lord,"  and  praising  Hi^  for  all  His  goodness  to  them  through 
the  day. 

Once  more  I  turned  complacently  to  my  guide.  •*  What  a  succes- 
sion of  interesting  scenes  have  we  witnessed  this  evening.  Is  not 
that  a  proud  and  happy  country,  that  can  boast  such  homes  as 
these?" 

**  Young  Briton,"  answered  my  conductor,  in  a^ serious  tone, 
"  your  land  is,  as  I  have  already  observed,  indeed  a  favoured  one. 
The  smile  of  God  has  long  rested  on  it,  and  His  richest  blessings 
have,  for  ages,  been  showered  upon  it.  What  wonder,  then,  that  it 
has  yielded  some  good  increase  in  temporal  prosperity,  social  virtues, 
and  spiritual  graces  I  But  there  are,  alas,  barren  wastes  even  in  this 
fair  garden  !  Thorns  and  thistles  deface  its  borders ;  the  baneful 
nightshade  mingles  her  fibres  with  its  choicest  flowers  |  and  on  many 
portions  still  rests  Chat  shadow  of  death,  beneath  which  all  life 
perishes." 

So  saying,  he  glided  down  a  narrow  lane,  which  opened  from  the^ 
handsome  street  which  we  had  be6n  standing  in  ;  and  motioniDg  me 
to  follow,  he  threaded  his  way  through  dark  and  cheerless  allej^s,  tHI 
we  entered  a  gloomy  court  surrounded  by  tall  piles  of  buildings,  of 
a  most  wretched  and  dilapidated  appearance.  At  the  touch  of  the 
revealing  wand,  these  dusky  walls  instantly  became  purified  into  a 
transparent  medium.  God  of  love  and  pity,  what  scenes  of  un- 
utterable debasement,  pollution,  and  misery,  were  then  disdoaed  to 
my  view  I 
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Each  of  the  rooms  of  these  many-storied  buildings  was  tenanted 
by  one,  Uoo^  threes  fouri  nay,  in  some  few  instances  by  Jive  families, 
huddled  together,  or  barely  separated  by  the  space  of  a  few  inches  t> 
on  straw,  rags,  or  shavings,  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  in  a 
state  cf  indescribable  filth  and  wretchedness.  The  impurity  of  the 
surrounding  atmosphere,  the  revolting  sight,  almost  made  me  stagger 
backward  for  a  moment.  I  turned  in  horror  to  my  guide.  <*  Can 
such  things  be  ?"  I  exclaimed.  '<  In  London,  too  I  But  this  must  be 
merely  an  exception — a  dreadful  one,  I  confess — to  the  general  rule 
of  decency  and  comfort.     There  cannot  be  maqy  such." 

'<  There  are  thousands  rf  such  excepiianSf*  sadly  and  solemnly 
answered  the  sage.  *'  Your  heart  fails  you,  and  your  senses  are  also 
offended  at  the  noxious  air  around.  Remember,  this  is  the  only 
breath  of  life  which  these  unhappy  ones  inhale.  Nerve  yourself,  my 
son,  for  we  must  encounter  many  of  these  sad  sights  yet.  They 
abound  in  the  vicinity  of  your  noblemen's  homes." 

With  these  words,  he  seized  my  hand,  and  led  me  with  incon- 
ceivable swiftness  towards  the  precincts  of  Westminster,  where 
similar  courts  to  the  one  we  had  left  in  the  city,  crowded  with  the. 
abodes  of  misery,  lay  hidden  in  the  dusky  windings  of  narrow  lanes, 
perilously  close  to  the  abodes  of  the  great  ones  of  our  land. 

I  sickened  at  the  sight.  **  Enough,"  I  exclaimed,  at  length,  *'  spare 
me,  father — spare  me  any  further  trial.  My  pride  in  ray  country  is 
at  an  end  ;  my  note  of  exultation  is  effectually  silenced.  England, 
dear  England,  prosperous  and  flourishing  as  thou  art  to  outward 
seeming,  with  such  a  canker  as  this  at  thy  hearty  thy  doom  is  sealed  ; 
thy  inward  decay  has  begun." 

**  My  son,''  said  my  guide,  in  a  gentle,  but  reproving  tone,  '<  thou 
art  a  warm  patriot,  and  patriotism  is  truly  a  noble  virtue ;  but  in  a 
Christian's  breast  there  is  a  stronger  principle  even  than  love  to  country ; 
it  is  love  to  our  fellow- ereaiures."  Then,  turning  towards  me,  with 
an  indescribable  air  of  solemnity,  and  with  a  tender  earnestness  of 
manner,  he  continued, — ''  Child  of  mortality,  yet  heir  to  an  eternal 
inheritance,  bethink  thee,  that  every  one  of  these  debased  and 
perishing  caskets  contains  a  gem  of  priceless  worth ; — that  each  of 
these  squalid  forms  is  the  tabernacle  x>f  an  undying  soul,  destined, 
equally  with  thine  own,  to  an  immortality  of  unutterable  happiness' 
or  misery.  Say,  for  which  of  these  are  they  training  amid  these 
scenes  of  physical  and  moral  degradation?  Are  these  spirits  pre-- 
paring  for  a'state  of  ineffable  purity  and  holiness;  or  fitting  for  an 
abode  of  inextinguishable  misery  and  M*oe?" 

I  shuddered  at  the  question.  *'  I  see,"  I  exclaimed — <'  I  see  now  all 
my  selfishness.     But  what  can  /do  to  remedy  such  dreadful  evils?" 

«  3Iuch — very  muchy  believe  me,"  said  the  old  man,  laying  his  hand 
kindly  on  my  shoulder.  *'  Go  home,  my  son — for  you  have  a  happy  home 
to  return  to, — and  as  you  enjoy  its  comforts  and  endearments,  think 
of  those,  whose  homes,  if  such  they  may  be  called,  are  worse  than 
those  of  the  beasts  that  perish:  and  when  you  retire  to  your  chamber 
this  night,  c6mmune  with  your  own  heart;  ask  wisdom  and  guidance, 
from  Above,  to  enable  you  to  help  these  unhappy  beings;  and  assuredly 
you  Will  find  that  He,  who  Is  the  common  Father  of  all  his  creature»i 
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and  who  hA§  commanded  them  to  love  one  another,  will  hear  and 
answer  3'oar  prayer.  Only  eultiyate  the  strong  will,  and  the  way  wiH 
not  long  be  wanting*  And  remember,"  he  added;  with  grtat  imprea* 
siveness,  *'  what  yon  have  seen  is  reality.** 

At  this  instant  I  awoke,  with  the  word  **  reality*'  ringing  in  my 
ears.  The  sun  had  set;  the  air  felt  chill;  and  as  I  arose,  and  slowly 
proceeded  homewards,  pondering  over  the  vivid  pictarea  of  my 
dream,  I  called  to  mind  how  much  I  had  read  and  heard  during  the 
last  few  months,  on  the  sad  sabjeot  which  had  so  forcibly  pretenletf 
itself  to  my  sleeping  fancy.  I  recollected  especially,  having  been  so 
deeply  impressed  by  the  then  Lord  Ashley's  speech  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  when  bringing  forward  his  Bill-  for  Model  Lodgings 
houses;  m  which  he  described  these  horrors  in  the  powerfal  but 
simple  language  of  truth  and  earnestness;  that  I  felt,  at  the  time,  aa 
if  /  could  not  rest  till  I  had  done  something  towards  remedving  such  a 
deplorable  state  of  things.  I  remembered  having  lain  awake  for  soma 
bours  on  the  night  after  I  had  read  that  stirring  speech;  and,  pon- 
dering over  Sir  George  Grey's  observation,  that  associations  of  indk 
vidoaTs  for  building  and  encouraging  model  lodging-housos,  wo*uki  be 
perhaps  more  effectual  than  even  government  measn res,  towards  doing 
away  with  these  fearful  erils,  I  more  than  half  resolveil  to  go  to  work 
the  next  day,  by  urging  others  to  join  with  me  in  raising  a  fund  for 
the  purpoee.  But,  when  I  awoke  late  on  the  following  morning,  my 
enthusiasm  had  in  a  great  degree  subsided ;  my  courage  fhiled,  and  I 
told  myself  that  I  was  too  young,  and  not  a  sofBclently  influential 
person  to  take  the  lead  in  such  a  scheme.  Then,  I  reflected  that  I 
could  not  give  much  myself,  and  therefore  argued  that  I  had  no  right 
to  ask  others  to  do  so.    I  concluded  that  I  would  wait,  and  see  what 

Mr. ,  or  Lord ■  ,  would  do.     Then,  too,  came  the  bnrry  of 

every-day  busine9S»  the  pressure  of  personal  anxieties  and  oares;  and, 
last  not  least,  the  conflicting  claims  of  the  thousand  sublets  of  dee|i 
interest,  which,  in  the  present  exciting  times,  Jostle  one  another  (so 
to  speak)  out  of  one's  mind,  and  each,  for  the  hour,  daim  and  saeiii 
to  deserve  one's  paramount  attention.  In  short,  the  fire  of  my  seal 
in  the  cause  gradually  died  out,  and*--I  did  nothing ! 

Now,  however,  I  felt  as  if  this  could  not  be  the  case  with  me  again. 
Like  Pharaoh's  penitent  butler,  I  was  ready  to  confess,  <<  I  do 
remember  my  faults  this  day/'  "  Yes,'*  I  inwardly  exclaimed:  « I 
have  indeed  been  dreaming;  not  for  an  hour,  but  for  days  and  weeks; 
->^nd  witile  I  have  slept,  precious  souls  have  perished  I  I  mil  do 
something,  now  I" 

Fellow-countrymen,  in  closing  my  confession^  sufilsr  me  to  address 
to  you  a  word  of  exhortation.  I  would  speak  io  all^'^fot  not  la 
London  only,  but  in  all  our  large  towns,  I  fear  thene  *<  sloughs  of 
despond*'  are  to  be  found ; — ^and,  even  if  it  were  not  ao,  are  we  not 
all  bound,  as  Christians,  to  bear  each  other's  hardens  ?  Bat  more 
especially,  I  would  call  on  my  fellow- deniaens  of  this  vast  eity,  from 
the  highest  noble  to  the  humblest  householder.  Perhaps  many  among 
yOn  have  never  heard  of  the  sad  state  of  things  existing  around  yoor 
homes,  and  which  has  now  been  brought  before  yoUr  Otberv,  poa« 
sibly^  like  myself,  may  have  heard,  shuddered^  gHeved,  raaoWed  y^ 
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btit  have  also  cillowed  their  good  reiolutionii  to  fade  away,  iind^r  the 
mingled  influence  of  humility,  faiDt^heartedness,  and  peraonal  intereatap 
and  occupations.  To  each  and  all,  I  would  say,  •<  Brethren,  arotiae 
yonrseWes  to  exertion  without  delay !"  IF  ft  fire  had  desolated  a  lai^ge 
portion  of  our  metropolis,  and  deprived  multitudes  of  their  homes, 
w<Nild  not  all,  who  had  the  power,  eome  forward  with  that  prompt 
and  energetic  benevolence  which  is  one  of  the  best  characteristics  of 
our  nation,  and,  socording  to  their  respective  means,  assist  their 
bi^hren  in  their  distress?  And  shall  we  be  less  ready,  or  less  sealoos 
to  help  thent  from  this  almost  worae  than  homeless  state  ?  If  a  pes^ 
tilence  was  raging  among  out*  poorer  population,  should  we  not  make^ 
every  exertion  to  alleviate  their  sufferings,  and  save  their  lives?  And 
shall  we  not,  with  at  least  equal  energy,  strive  to  rescue  them  from 
the  contagion  of  that  moral  plague  which  destroys  its  thousands 
among  them  ;  and  to  drag  them  out  of  that  ^<  pit  of  oorruption"  into 
which  they  may  too  truly  be  said  to  be  plunged  ? 

To  Christians,  I  would  fain  touoh  the  chord  of  charity  only ;  and 
simply  urge  the  prevailing  plea-*-"  Thy  brother  perisheth;" — that 
brother  for  whom  Christ  died,  a»  well  as  for  tbee  1— for  whom  He  lefl 
bis  glorious'  home  in  Heaven,  and  became  a  houseless  wanderer  on 
our  earth,  not  having  where  to  lay  His  head,  that  He  might  win  for 
Qs  an  entrance  into  His  Father's  <*  many  mansions"  above :  and  who^ 
while  sojourning  amongst  ns,  continually  <'went  about  doing  good" 
to  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men,  '<  leaving  us  an  example  that  we 
should  follow  His  steps.'*  Nevertheless,  I  am  well  aware,  that  com- 
mendable prudence^  and  duty  to  their  families,  may  render  it  ioespe* 
dient  to  many  whom  I  address,  to  allow  themselves  to  embark  much 
in  an  undertaking  of  pure  charity.  To  such  I  would  suggest,  that 
the  model  lodging-houses  are  no  longer  an  untried  experiment ;  but 
have  already  proved  a  safe  and  profitable  mode  of  investing  money. 
I  need  not  repeat  that  this  worldly  argument  is  exclusively  addressed 
to  those  who  dare  not  indulye  themselves  in  the  luxury  of  giving,—- 
''  hoping  for  nothing  again." 

In  conclusion  I  woold  say,— while  we  visit  the  Crystal  Palace^—- and 
who  would  willingly  deny  himself  so  high  a  gratification  ?-*«nd  feel 
our  hearts  raised  in  gratitude  to  Him  who  has  bestowed  such  noble 
faculties  on  man,  and  enabled  him  to  cultivate  them  to  such  a  degree 
of  perfection,  and  to  employ  them  to  such  valuable  purposes,  in  this 
Our  day: — let  us  think  of  those,  in  whom  those  faculties  are  either 
dead,  or  if  quickened  into  activity  are,  by  the  pressure  of  their 
unhappy  circumstances,  only  sharpened  into  cunning,  or  perverted 
Into  instruments  of  deeper  sin.  And  let  us  not  leave  the  scene  of  so 
much  delight  and  instruction,  without  visiting  the  model  lodgings 
houses,  erected  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  at  the  expense  and  by  the 
command  of  his  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  exciting  an  Interest  on  this  subject  in  those  who  visit  the 
Crystal  Palace  :->— and  while  we  thank  God,  for  giving  to  England,  in 
the  august  consort  of  our  beloved  Queen,  a  prince  who,  though  so 
highly  exalted  in  station,  manifests  such  a  lively  sympathy,  and 
exercises  such  energetic  benevolence  towards  all  beneath  him ;  and 
who  dedicates  the  fine  mind  and  taleota  bestowed  on  him  bf  hie 
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Maker,  ia  benefiting  all  classes  of  his  fellow-creaturei ; — let  yt^ 
cheered  and  animated  by  so  bright  an  example^ — each  in  our  lesser 
spheres,  <<  go  and  do  likewise.*' 

Think,  resolve,  speak,  act !  Let  neighbours  and  fellow-parishioners 
form  associations  without  any  needless  delay.  Let  head,  heart,  handy 
and  purse  be  engaged  in  the  work ;  nor  let  us  ever  rest  till  this  fool 
reproach  be  rolled  away  from  our  country;  and  all  our  great  towns 
can  bear  to  be  transformed  into  crystal  cities.  If  we  thus  labour- 
seeking  "  God*s  glory"  while  we  <'  do  good  unto  all  men,"  <<  peace  will 
'ere  long  be  within"  all  **  our  walls,"— (the  walls  of  even  our  humblest 
homes) — as  well  as  "  plenteousness  within  our  palaces;"  and  **  Crodi 
even  our  own  God  will*'  assuredly  <<  give  us  His  blessing." 
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A  Stranger      ....  (D.)  10 
Wm.  James  Thompson,  Esq., 
West  Hill  Lodge,  Brighton, 
per  A.  B.  Sheppard,  &q.    .  10 
W.  Jones,    Esq.,   Ringwood, 

Hants (0)5 

F.  L.  Wollaston,  Esq.,  Pump- 

oonrt.  Temple 5 

Mrs.  Dennison.  Doncaster     .    5 
C.  Scarborough  White,  Esq., 

Heston (D.)    2 

Hon.  W.  Cowper,  M.P.     .    .    1 
Lady   Hamilton,  Connanght- 

place 1 

Lady  Plumer,  Canons  Park   .     1 
H.  Woodfall,  Esq.,  Dean's  Yard     1 
Joseph  Ellis,  Esq^  Richmond    1 
H.  O.  Clements,  Esq.,  Christ 
Church,  Oxford    .    .    .    .     1 

J.Braithwaite,  Esq.,01d  Broad- 
street       ........     1 

F.  H.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Upper 
Wimpole-street     ....     1 


£    ».   d. 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


10  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

1  0 


0    0 


£    M.   i. 

J.  Singleton,  Esq.,  Wilton- 
crescent  10    0 

Rev.  H.  Bigge,  Rockingham  .110 

R.  D.  Grainger,  Esq.,  Hornsey- 
lane,  Highgate      ....     1     1    0 

W.  Johnson,  Esq.,  Eton  Col- 
lege      110 

W.  Parker,  Esq.,  Ware  Park, 
Herts 110 

Miss  H.  Blackden,  Norfblk- 
crescent  .......    1    0    0 

Miss  R  Harrison,  Weston 
Hill,  near  Sheffield    ...    1    0    0 

T.  Pricket,  Esq.,  Bridlington    1     1    0 

Rev.  H.  Knapp,  Swaton 
Vicarage 110 

C.  Pilgrim.  Esq.,  Bear-place, 
Maidenhead 110 

J.  Fletcher,  Esq.,  Savile-row  .110 
Friends  at  Coggeshall,  per  Mr. 

Doubleday 15  0 

J.  S.  Horton,  Esq..  Hill-road  .  0  10  0 
S.  Hodgkinson,  Esq.,  Upper 

Seymour-street 0  10  0 

D.  Powell,  Esq.,  Gamanlt- 
terrace 0  10   0 

B.  Jowett,  Esq.,  Carlton,  near 

Pontefract 0  10   0 

Mrs.  Sophia  Smith,  per  Mrs. 

J.  Wood,  Doagbty-st.  (D.)  0  10  0 
Mrs.  Townsend,Newbnry,  per 

Mr.  Ashley 0  10    6 

J.  Hughes,  Esq.,  Bonington 

Priory,  per  ditto  ....  0  10  0 
R.  Levett,  Esq.,  Copford,  near 

Colchester 0  10   0 
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St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  puUisbei 
by  JoBH  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  where  i^ 
Communications  are  to  be  addressed. — Sold  by  Seeley,  Fleet  Street;  Niaibet  and  Co^ 
Bemers  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  London. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  SEPTEMBER. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand. 

In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  chairman  from  town,  and 
the  greatest  part  of  the  members  of  the  Committee^  the  usual 
monthly  meeting  was  not  held. 

During  the  month  a  considerable  number  of  visitors  from 
foreign  countries,  as  well  as  from  different  parts  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  have  visited  the  Society's  model  houses, 
and  have  expressed  their  approbation  of  them.  One  of  the 
former,  a  gentleman  from  Bavaria,  communicated  the  following 
interesting  information,  which  is  given  in  his  own  words: — 
'*  His  Majesty,  Maximilian  IL,  has  taken  the  cause  of  the 
improving  the  situation  of  the  labouring  classes  in  Germany 
under  his  particular  patronage,  and  deigned  to  let  write  out  a 
prize  question  on  that  object,  which  induced  650  writers  to  try 
its  solution.  The  value  of  50/.  sterling  has  been  gained  by 
Dr.  V.  Halzschuher,  at  Augsburg." 

Prince  Albert's  Cottages,  in  Hyde  Park,  continue  to  attract 
the  attention  of  visitors  to  the  Exhibition;  the  police  officers 
report  that  up  to  Saturday,  the  22nd  ult,  they  exceeded  200,000 
persons. 

The  honorary  architect's  account  of  these  houses,  with  esti- 
mates, detailed  drawings,  &c.,  has  just  been  published  at  the 
Society's  office,  in  a  handsome  imperial  octavo  volume,  price  5*. 
in  cloth.     It  can  be  obtained  through  any  bookseller. 

NO.  LZXXIX.  L 
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THE  COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES  ACT,  1851.» 

AN   ACT   FOR   THE   WELL-ORDERING   OP   COMMON    LODGING-HOUSES. 

Anno  decimo  quarto  A  decimo  quiuto  Victorite  Regime. — Oap»  XXVIII, 

[24/A  Jti/y,  1851.] 

WHEREAS  it  would  tend  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  welfare  of 
many  of  her  Majesty*!  poorer  lubjeots  if  provision  were  made 
for  the  well-ordering  of  comnnon  lodgine-houses  \  Be  it  therefore 
enacted  by  the  Queen's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons, 
in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  as  folio^^s ;  to  wit, 

Short  aue.  L  It)  citing  this  Act  for  any  purpose,  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  use 

the  expression,  *<  The  Common  Lodging-houses  Act,  1851.*' 

Interpretation         IL  The  following  words  and  expressions  in  this  Act  havCf  for  the 
of  terms  in  this  purposes  and  execution  of  this  Aot|  the  following  meanings;  to  wit, 
The  word  **  place*'  includes  county,  riding,  hundred,   and  other 
division  or  part  of  a  county,  city,  borough,  parish,  district,  and 
other  place  whatsoever : 
The  word  *<  borough"  and  tlie  expressions,  <<  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
burgesses,"  and  **  borough  fund,"  have  respectively   the   same 
meaning  as  in  th6  Act  for  the    Regulation  of  Municipal  Cor* 
porations : 
The  expression  <<  improvement  act''  means  an  act  for  regulating 
and  managing  the  police  of,  and  for  draining,  cleansing,  paving, 
lighting,  watching,  and  improving  a  place,  and  an  act  for  any  of 
those  purposes : 
The  expression  "  common  lodging-house"  inoludeti  in  any  case  in 
which  only  a  part  of  a  house  is  used  as  a  common  lodging- bousei 
the  part  so  used  of  such  house. 


Act. 


Bj  whom  the 
Act  is  to  be 
exeonted. 


III.     This  Act  shall  be  executed  as  follows  i  to  wit^ 

I.  Within  and  for  all  or  any  part  of  the  metropolitan  police 
district,  by  <<  the  commissioners  of  police  of  the  metropolis,"  or 
such  one  of  them  as  is  from  time  to  time  appointed  in  that  behalf 
by  one  of  her  Majesty's  prineipal  secretaries  of  state : 

fi«  Within  and  for  all  and  any  part  of  any  place  not  being  within 
the  metropolitan  police  district,  but  being  now  or  hereafter  the 
district  of  a  local  board  of  health,  by  the  local  board  of  health 
for  the  district: 

8.  Within  and  for  all  and  any  part  of  any  other  place  not  being 
within  the  metropolitan  police  district,  and  not  being  the  district 
of  a  local  board  of  health,  but  being  now  or  hereafter  an  incor- 


*  Wd  be^  to  reDer  car  readers  to  the  resolntion  of  the  Oommlttee  as  repdHed  in 
oaf  last  number,  to  print  one  thousand  copies  of  the  two  Acts,  passed  in  the  last 
Session,  relating  to  Lodging- Houses— vis.,  the  above,  Cap.  XXVIII.,  and  thst 
entltUd  The  Ubooring  Clalses'  Lodgisg-Hooset  Act,  Cap.  XXXlV.,  with  mar* 

ginal  notes. 
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porated  borough  regulated  under  the  Act  for  the  Regulation  of 
Municipal  Gorporationt,  or  any  act  for  the  amendment  thereof^ 
or  any  charter  granted  in  pursuance  of  any  such  act>  by  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  of  the  borough  acting  by  the 
council  of  the  borough : 

4.  Within  and  for  all.  and  any  part  of  any  other  place  not  being 
within  the  metropolitan  police  district,  and  not  being  the  district 
of  a  local  board  of  health,  and  not  being  such  an  incorporated 
borough,  but  being  now  or  hereafter  the  place  within  the  limit* 
of  an  improvement  act,  by  the  commissioners,  trustees,  or  other  ' 
body,  by  whatever  namci  known  for  executing  the  improvement 
act: 

5*  Within  and  for  all  and  any  part  of  any  other  place  not  being 
one  of  the  places  hereinbefore  specified,  by  the  justices  of  the 
peace  acting  in  petty-  sessions  for  the  place. 

IV.  The  expenses  of  and  incident  to  the  executing  of  this  Act  shall  As  to 
be  borne  and  paid  as  follows ;  to  wit,  of  exaei 

tUiAst* 

1.  With  respect  to  the  metropolitan  police  district,  as  part  of    . 

the  general  expenses  of  executing  the  acts  for  the  time  being  in 
force  relating  to  the  metropolitan  police  force : 

2.  With  respect  to  the  district  of  a  local  board  of  health,  as 
part  of  the  expenses  of  executing  the  acts  for  the  time  being  in 
force  relating  to  the  local  board  of  health,  and  as  charged  upon 
and  payable  out  of  the  monies  carried,  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1848,  to  the  district  fund  account  of  the  local  board  of 
health: 

•d.  With  respect  to  an  incorporated  borough,  as  part  of  the 
expenses  of  carrying  into  execution  within  the  borough  the  pco-^ 
visions  of  the  Act  for  the  Regulation  of  municipal  corporations, 
and  as  charged  upon  and  payable  out  of  the  borough  fund  of  the 
borough : 

4.  With  respect  to  a  place  within  the  limits  of  an  improvement 
act,  as  part  of  the  general  expenses  of  executing  that  act,  and  as 
charged  upon  and  payable  out  of  the  monies  from  time  to  time 
applicable  for  those  expenses: 

5.  With  respect  to  a  place  in  which  this  Act  is  executed  by 
justices  in  petty  sessions,  as  part  of  the  general  expenses  of 
the  constablewick  of  the  place,  and  as  charged  upon  and  pay- 
able out  of  the  monies  from  time  to  time  applicable  for  thoM 
expenses : 

And  the  monies  from  time  to  time  required  for  the  payment  of  the 
expenses  of  and  incident  to  the  execution  of  this  Act  shsdl  be  assessed^ 
levied,  raised,  recovered,  and  paid  accordingly. 

V.  The  expression  in  this  Act,  ''the  local  authority,"  means,  with   liftmtMp^fl 
respect  to  the  purposes  and  execution  of  this  Act  with  respect  to  any   ^^2i*i^ 
place,  the  body  or  persor^  by  this  Act  authorized  to  execute  with   •""•*V» 
respect  to  the  place  the  several  provisions  of  this  Aot« 

l2 
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Beglftonof 
oonmon 
lodging-honsei 
to  b«  ktpt. 


KotlMoftUf         VI.  Within  three  mooths  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  the  lool 

k^ilLSr  *"**^^''**^y  •^^^^  *"^  ^''ora  time  to  time  thereafter  the  local  aothoii^ 

or^ottmonT*     "**?'  K^^*  ^^  ^^®  keeper  of  every  common  lodgiDg-hoose  already  sr 

MifUng'houMe*.  hereafter  n  ithin  the  jorisdiction  under  this  Act  of  the  local  aothor^i 

notice  in  writing  of  this  Act,  and  shall  give  such  notice  by  Icatng 

the  same  for  such  keeper  at  the  house,  and  shall  by  sodi  notitt 

require  the  keeper  to  register  the  house  as  by  this  Act  proTided,  sad 

such  notice  may  be  in  the  form  in  the  schedule  to  this  Act  aaocndi 

or  to  the  like  effect. 

VIL  The  local  authority  shall  keep  a  register  in  which  shall  be 
entered  the  names  and  residences  of  the  keepers  of  all  comtioa 
lodging-houses  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  authorityi  and  the 
situation  of  every  such  house  and  the  number  of  lodgers  authorixol 
according  to  this  Act  to  be  received  therein* 

be^^^\^       VIII.  After  one  month  after  the  giving  of  such  notice  to  register 
ooiamoii  ^  ^y  ^**^®  ^^^  provided,  the  keeper  of  any  common  lodging-house  w 

lodgingrhousef    any  other  person  shall  not  receive  any  lodger  in  such  bouse  until  the 
until  registered  sanio  has  been  inspected  and  approved  for  that  purpose  by  some 
under  thU  Act.    officer  appointed  in  that  behalf  by  the  local  authority,  and  has  been 
registered  as  by  this  Act  provided. 

Power  to  local        IX.  The  local  authority  may  from  time  to  time  make  regolatioM 
JlUuie'*'^  ?        respecting  common  lodging-houses  within  its  jurisdiction  for  all  or 
tions  respect*      ^^Y  ^^  ^^®  purposes  respecting  the  same  for  which  the  local  board  of 
ing  common       health  are  by  the  Public  Health   Act,   1848,  authqris^ed  to  make 
lodglng.bouiei«   by-laws,  and  for  the  well-ordering  of  such   houses,  and  for  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  sexes  therein  :    Provided  always,  that  the  regulatioM 
made  under  this  Act  by  tlie  local  authority  shall  not  be  in  force  antil 
they  have  been  confirmed  by  one  of  her  Majesty's  principal  secretaries 
of  state. 


Power  to  local 
antborlty  to  tm- 
poae  penalties 
for  onbncea 
oommitted 
against  regiiU' 
tiona. 


Kttpsrtof 


lodging  hoQsea 

togivcaociee 

•rikwfts. 


X.  The  local  authority  shall  have  the  same  power  of  iasposiiig 
penalties  on  offenders  against  the  said  regulations,  subject  to  the 
same  restrictions,  as  the  local  board  with  respect  to  ofTendets  agaiost 
such  by-laws,  and  such  penalties  shall  be  recoverable  in  the  saiie 
way  as  is  provided  in  the  said  Act  with  respect  to  the  penalties 
imposed  on  offenders  against  such  by-laws ;  and  a  copy  of  the 
said  regulations,  purporting  to  be  signed  by  the  secretary  of  state, 
and  also  to  be  signed  by  the  local  authority,  (or  to  be  sealed  with 
the  seal  of  the  same,  in  case  it  have  a  seal,)  shall  be  receivable  io 
evidence  of  such  regulations,  and  of  the  duly  making  and  confirming 
thereof. 

XI.  The  keeper  of  a  common  lodging-house  shall,  when  a  penoa 
in  such  house  is  ill  of  fever  or  any  infectious  or  contagious  disease, 
give  immediate  notice  thereof  to  the  local  authority,  or  some  officer 
of  the  local  authority,  and  also  to  the  poor-law  medical  officer  and 
the  poor-law  relieving  officer  of  the  uniop  or  parish  in  which  the 
common  lodging-house  stands.   • 
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XII.  The  kWper  of  a  common  lodging-house,  and  every  other  Aitoinspee- 
person  having  or  acting  in  the  care  or  management  thereof,  shall,  at  ^onof commc 
all  times  when  required  by  any  officer  of  the  local  authority,  give  him  ^^^^^  ^^^ 
free  access  to  such  house  or  any  part  thereof. 

XIII.  The  keeper  of  a  common  lodging-house  shall  thoroughly  Ai  to  cleamii 
cleanse  all  the  rooms,  passages,  stairs,  floors,  windows,  doors,  walls,  fL*^"""^"* 
ceilings,  privies,  cesspools,  and  drains  thereof,  to  the  satisfaction  of      ^^  ^'"** 
and  so  often  as  shall  be  required  by  or  in  accordance  with  any 
regulation  or  by-law  of  the  local  authority,  and  shall  well  and  suffi- 
ciently, and  to  the  like  satisfaction,  lime- wash  the  walls  and  ceilings 

thereof  in  the  first  week  of  each  of  the  months  of  April  and  October 
in  every  year. 

XIV.  If  the  keeper  of  a  common  lodging-house,  or  any  other  Peiultyfor 
person  having  or  acting  in  the  care  or  management  thereof,  offend  oflbiioes  agaixi 
against  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or  any  of  the  by-laws  or  **"•  ^®^' 
regulations  made  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  or  if  any  person  in  any 

common  lodging-house  be  confined  to  his  bed  for  forty-eight  hours 
by  fever  or  any  infectious  or  contagious  disease,  without  the  keeper 
of  such  house  giving  notice  thereof  as  required  by  this  Act,  every 
person  so  offending  shall  for  every  such  offence  be  liable  to  a  penalty 
not  exceeding  five  pounds,  and  to  a  further  penalty  not  exceeding 
forty  shillings  for  every  day  during  which  the  offence  continues: 
Provided  always,  that  this  Act  shall  not  exempt  any  person  from  any 
penalty  or  other  liability  to  which  he  may  be  subject  irrespective  of 
this  Act, 

XV.  The  clauses  and  provisions  of  the  Railways  Clauses  Consoli-  BeooTeiy  of 
dation  Act,  1845,  "with  respect  to  the  recovery  of  damages  not  peniiaei. 
specially  provided  for,  and  of  penalties,  and  to  the  determination  of 

any  other  niatter  referred  to  justices,"  are  for  the  purposes  and  exe- 
cution of  this  Act  incorporated  with  this  Act. 

XVI.  The  local  authority,  and  all  justices,  constables,  and  others,  Oenoralpowe 
shall  respectively  have  full  jurisdiction,  powers,  authorities,  and  indem-  oHocil  mOk 
nities  for  executing  the  several  provisions  of  this  Act ;  and  the  restric-  "^^'  *"* 
tions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1848,  as  to  the  hours  within  which 
common  lodging-houses  may  be  entered  by  persons  authorized  by  a 

local  board  of  health,  shall  not  apply  to  this  Act. 

XVII.  That  this  Act  shall  not  extend  to  the  city  of  London  or  the  Act  not  to  ex 
liberties  thereof.  «tnd»f 

XVIII.  That  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  extend  to  Scotland.  nortoSooUMi 

SCREDCLB. 

Form  of  Notice. 

Take  notice,  that  on  the  [  ]  day  of  [  .  ]  an  Apt 

called  "  The  Common  Lodging-houses  Act,  1851,"  was  passed,  and 
that  before  the  [  ]  day  of  [  ]  you,  being  the  keeper 

of  a  common  lodging-house  within  [Acre  state  the  place  over  which  the 
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juritdietUm  ofih$  local  authority  giving  the  notice  extends"],  must  have 
your  common  lodging-bouse  registered,  and  that  the  register  is  to  b^ 
kept  at  [Aere  state  where  the  register  is  to  be  kept],  and  that  if  you  do 
not  have  your  common  lodging-house  so  registered,  you  will  be  liable 
to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  five  pounds  for  every  lodger  whom  you 
receive  in  your  common  lodging-house  while  it  is  not  so  registei^ ; 
and  that  on  your  applying  to  [here  give  the  name  and  address  of  the 
person  to  keep  the  register],  he  will  register  your  common  lodging-house 
free  of  all  charge  to  you.     Dated  [Sfc,  ]. 


PRINCE  ALBERT'S   MODEL  LODGING-HOUSES. 

{From  the  Morning  Chronicle.) 

Mb.  H.  Robebts,  F.S.A.,  has  just  laid  before  the  public  the  plans, 
constructive  details,  specification,  and  estimate  of  costs  of  the  modd 
lodging-houses  for  four  families,  erected  at  the  Cavalry-barracks, 
Hyde-park,  in  connexion  with  the  Great  Exhibition — bis  object  being 
to  facilitate  the  adoption  of  the  design,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  by 
those  who  desire  to  do  so.  With  respect  to  the  model  building,  of 
which  a  view  is  given,  the  writer  says : — 

*^  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Albert  has  had  this  building  raised 
on  his  own  account,  with  a  desire  of  conveying  practical  information 
calculated  to  promote  the  much-needed  improvement  of  the  dwellings 
of  the  working  classes,  and  also  of  stimulating  visitors  to  the  Exhi- 
bition, whose  position  and  circumstances  may  enable  them  to  carry 
out  similar  undertakings,  and  thus,  without  pecuniary  sacrifice,  per- 
manently to  benefit  those  whose  labour  and  skill  are  there  so  much 
displayed,  and  who  greatly  depend  on  others  for  their  home  and 
family  comforts. 

^<  In  its  general  arrangement  the  building  is  adapted  for  the  occu- 
pation of  four  families,  for  the  class  of  manufacturing  and  mechanical 
operatives  who  usually  reside  in  towns  or  in  their  immediate  vicinity; 
and  as  the  value  of  land,  which  leads  to  the  ecooomiziog  of  space,  by 
the  placing  of  more  than  one  family  under  the  same  roof,  in  aome 
cases  renders  the  addition  of  a  third,  and  even  of  a  fourth,  story 
desirable,  the  plan  has  been  suited  to  such  arrangement  without  any 
alteration  but  the  requisite  increase  in  the  strength  of  the  walls. 

<<  The  most  prominent  peculiarity  of  the  design  is  that  of  the 
receding  and  protected  central  open  staircase,  with  the  connecting 
gallery  on  the  first  floor,  formed  of  slate,  and  sheltered  from  the 
weather  by  the  continuation  of  the  main  roof,  which  also  screens  the 
entrances  to  the  dwellings. 

'<  The  four  tenements  are  arranged  on  the  same  plan,  two  on 
each  floor. 

«  The  entrance  is  through  a  small  lobby,  lighted  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  door. 

**  The  living  room  has  a  superficial  area  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet,  with  a  closet  on  one  side  of  the  fireplace,  to  which  warm  air  may 
be  introduced  from  the  back  of  the  range;  over  the  fireplace  is  an 
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iron  rod  for  hanging  pictures;  and  on  the  opposite  inde  of  the  rooo)  4 
rail  igr^xed  level  with  the  top  of  the  door^,  and  above  it  a  shelf  may 
be  plaoed  if  desired. 

^'  The  scullery  is  fitted  up  with  a  sink,  beneath  which  is  a  coaUbia 
of  slate;  a  plate-racic  at  one  end,  drained  by  a  slate  slab  into  the  sinlci 
covers  the  entrance  to  the  dust-shaft,  which  is  enclosed  by  a  balanced 
s^If^acting  iron  door.  The  dust  shaft  leads  into  a  closed  depository 
under  the  stairs>  and  has  a  ventilating  flue,  carried  i^p  above  th^ 
.roof.  The  meat-safe  is  ventilated  through  the  hello w  brickwork*  and 
sbeiyes  are  fixed  over  the  doors.  A  dresser^flap  may  be  fi^ed  against 
the  partition. 

<<  The  sleeping  apartments,  being  three  in  number,  provide  for  thak 
separation  which  with  a  family  is  so  essential  to  morality  and  deoencyt 
Each  has  its  distinct  access,  and  a  window  into  the  open  air;  two 
have  fireplaces. 

*'  The  children's  bedrooms  contain  fifty  feet  superficial  each,  and, 
opening  out  of  the  living-room,  an  opportunity  is  afibrded  for  the 
exercise  of  parental  watchfulness,  without  the  unwholesome  crowding 
of  the  living«room  by  its  use  as  a  sleeping  apartrnent, 

*^  The  parents'  bedroom,  with  a  superficial  area  of  about  one 
hundred  fcQt,  is  entered  through  the  scullery — an  arrangement  in 
many  respects  preferable  to  a  direct  approach  from  the  living-room, 
particularly  in  case  of  sickness.  The  recess  in  this  room  provides 
a  ploset  for  linen;  and  a  shelf  is  carried  over  the  door,  with  a 
tail  fixed  beneath  it — a  provision  which  is  poade  in  each  of  the  other 
bedrooms, 

<^  The  water-closet  is  fitted  up  with  a  Staffordshire  glazed  basin, 
which  is  complete  without  any  wood-fittings,  and  supplied  with  water 
from  a  slate  cistern,  in  common*  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  gallons, 
placed  on  the  roof  over  the  party  and  staircase  walls,  The  same 
pipes  which  carry  away  the  rain-water  fropi  the  roof  serve  for  the 
u^e  pf  the  closets, 

"  CONSTRUCTIVE  ARRANOEMBNT. 

<*  The  peculiarities  of  the  building  in  this  respect  are,  the  exclu- 
sive use  of  hollow  bricks  for  the  walls  and  partitions  (excepting  the 
foundations,  which  are  of  ordinary  brickwork),  and  the  entire  ab- 
sence of  timber  in  the  fioors  and  roof,  which  are  formed  with  flat 
arches  of  hollow  brickwork,  rising  from  eight  to  nine  inches,  set  in 
cement,  and  tied  in  by  wrought-iron  rods,  connected  with  cast-iron 
springers,  which  rest  on  the  external  walls,  and  bind  the  whole  struc- 
ture together;  the  building  is  thus  rendered  fire-proof,  and  much  less 
liable  to  decay  than  those  of  ordinary  construction.  The  roof  arching, 
wbieh  is  levelled  with  concrete^  and  covered  with  patent  metallic 
lava,  secures  the  upper  rpoms  froni  the  liability  to  changes  of  tempe^ 
rature  to  which  apartments  next  the  roof  are  generally  subject;  and 
the  transmission  of  sound*  as  well  as  the  percolation  of  moisture,  so 
common  through  ordinary  floors,  is  effectually  impeded  by  the  hollow- 
brick  arched  floors. 

•«  The  external  apd  msln  internal  walls  are  of  patent  bonded  brick- 
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work,  which  has  the  important  advantages  of  securing  dryness  and 
warmth,  with  economy  of  construction ;  another  great  benefit  arising 
from  the  use  of  hollow  bricks  is,  that  where  they  are  laid  double,  in 
parallel  courses,  without  headers,  as  in  the  patent  bonded  Jbrickwork, 
the  internal  face  of  the  wall  is  sufficiently  smooth  to  render  plastering 
unnecessary.  In  the  present  instance,  where  plastering  has  been 
resorted  to,  it  is  contined  to  one  side  of  a  thin  partition,  or  to  par* 
titions  formed  with  bricks  not  intended  for  the  situation  in  which  they 
are  used. 

«<  In  regard  to  some  other  parts  of  the  brickwork,  it  should  also 
be  observed,  that  owing  to  the  erection  of  the  building  having  been 
determined  on  late  in  the  winter,  many  difficulties  had  to  be  con- 
tended with  in  obtaining  a  sufficient  supply  of  hollow  bricks ;  and, 
from  accidental  circumstances,  disappointments  were  experienced  in 
reference  to  a  considerable  number,  on  which  account  the  structure 
should  be  regarded  rather  as  the  pledge  of  future  excellence  in  hollow- 
brick  construction  than  as  its  full  accomplishment. 

<*  The  glazed  surface  of  the  bricks  used  in  the  two  upper-floor 
living-rooms,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  staircase,  may  be  referred  to  as 
a  specimen  of  what  can  be  accomplished  by  the  skilful  adaptation 
of  fitting  materials,  and  as  highly  creditable  to  their  maker.  Spe- 
cimens of  glazed  bricks  of  clay  from  the  north  of  Devon  are  also 
exhibited. 

<'  The  advantages  afforded  by  the  use  of  hollow  bricks  in  securing 
an  efiective  system  of  insensible  ventilation,  deserves  particular 
notice.  Fresh  air  is  admitted  from  any  suitable  point  of  the  exterior 
of  the  building  to  a  chamber  at  the  back  of  the  living-room  fireplace, 
where  being  warmed,  it  may  be  conducted  to  any  convenient  place  of 
exit  above  the  level  at  which  the  fresh  air  is  admitted.  Vitiated  air 
may  be  conveyed  either  into  the  chimney-flue,  or  to  any  other  suitable 
place  of  exit  through  the  upper  wall  courses,  perforated  for  this  pur- 
pose, beneath  the  springing  of  the  arch,  or  through  the  arch  bricks 
themselves.  Suitable  air-bricks  and  ventilators  have  been  prepared 
with  these  express  objects  in  view. 

'*  Internally,  French  plaster  has  been  used,  as  drying  quicker,  and 
having  a  harder  surface  than  ordinary  plaster.  The  floors,  where  not 
of  Portland  cement,  are  laid  with  Staflbrdshire  tiles,  excepting  to  the 
right-hand  room,  first  floor,  which  is  of  lava.  The  coping  is  io 
Portland  cement:  moulded  brick  might  be  substituted.  The  external 
string  courses  and  internal  cornices  are  patent  bricks  set  in  Portland 
cement,  with  the  splayed  side  outwards. 

**  The  mode  of  fire-proof  construction,  and  the  general  arrange- 
ment of  the  fittings,  are  such  as  have  been  used  in  the  model  houses 
built  by  the  Society  for  improving  the  Condition  of  the  Labouring 
Classes,  to  which  the  architect  of  this  building  also  acted  as  honorary 
architect. 

'*  In  most  parts  of  England,  the  cost  of  four  houses,  built  on  the 
plan  of  this  model  structure,  with  ordinary  materials,  and  finished 
similar  to  the  ground  floor  apartments,  may  be  stated  at  440/.  to 
480/.,  or  from  110/.  to  120/.  for  each  tenement,  contingent  on  the 
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facilities  for  obtaining  materials  and  the  value  of  labour.  Such 
dwellings,  let  at  3*.  6rf.  to  4*.  a-week,  would,  after  deducting  ground- 
rent  and  taxes,  afford  a  return  of  seven  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
outlay.  Where  hollow  bricks  are  obtainable  at  a  fair  price,  their  use 
ought  to  effect  a  reduction  of  about  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  cost 
of  the  brickwork,  or  equal  on  these  four  houses  to  about  40/." 

After  describing  the  plans  and  the  form  and  use  of  hollow  bricks, 
Mr.  Roberts  gives  a  minute  specification  of  the  work  and  the  cost  of 
its  execution,  of  which  the  following  is  a  summary : — 

Excavator  and  bricklayer £206  11  9 

Mason 20  19  11 

Slater  28  10  0 

Plasterer 89     1  2 

Carpenter  and  joiner 78    6  9 

Smith  and  founder 23  15  2 

Famishing  ironmonger 28    7  6 

Plnmber  18     6  0 

Glaiier    6  10  0 

Painter  and  stainer   9    6  4 

£458  14    7 


THE  HIGHGATE  COTTAGE  GARDENS. 

{^Abridged  from  the  Morning  Chronicle.^ 

On  the  very  top  of  Highgate-hill,  beyond  the  church,  passing  by  the 
pond,  and  through  an  avenue  to  the  left,  across  the  road  connecting 
Hampstead  and  Highgate,  is  an  enclosure  of  about  six  acres.  It  is 
situated  on  a  gentle  slope,  and  looks  westwards  and  northwards,  over 
a  beautiful  district — one  of  the  many  richly  wooded  and  luxuriant 
spots,  so  thoroughly  English  in  their  character,  which  are  to  be  found 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  metropolis.  Nothing  could  be  more 
happy  than  the  selection  of  such  a  locality  for  allotments.  They  amount 
in  number  to  eighty-three,  and  are  all  occupied  and  cultivated  with  a 
greater  or  less  degree  of  success,  according  to  the  skill  of  the  tenant  or 
the  time  at  his  disposal.  So  highly  are  the  advantages  of  the  system 
appreciated  by  the  working  men  of  the  vicinity,  that  there  are  always 
many  applicants  waiting  for  admission  whenever  a  vacancy  occurs.  The 
paths  and  walks  are  well  kept.  Each  plot  of  ground,  none  being  larger 
than  one  man  can  attend  to,  has  its  number  and  the  name  of  the  tenant 
painted  on  a  little  neat  board  at  the  foot ;  and  the  ground  generally, 
at  the  first  cursory  glance  of  the  visitor,  shows  that  the  useful  and  the 
ornamental  are  combined  in  the  tastes  of  the  occupants.  Plots  of 
potatoes,  peas,  cabbages,  onions,  and  every  other  possible  variety  of 
vegetables,  together  with  the  more  common  fruits,  are  intermingled 
with  parterres  of  flowers,  and  the  whole  place  has  a  pleasant  and 
thriving  appearance. 

In  the  seventh  annual  report  (1845)  of  the  committee  of  manage^* 
ment  of  the  Highgate  Literary  and  Scientific  Institution,  it  is  stated, 
that  an  exhibition  of  roses  was  held  in  the  gardens' of  the  president, 
Mr.  Harry  Chester.  Mr.  Chester  on  that  occasfon  kindly  opened  his 
grounds  to  the  members  and  associates,  and  a  small  subscription  was 
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mised,  to  be  expended  in  prizes  ta  the  cottage  gardeners  of  the  neighs 
bourhood  who  had  contributed  their  roses  to  the  show.  A  converi 
■ational  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  institution  was  held  shortly 
afterwardsi  when  the  subject  of  cottage  gardens  and  allotments  to  the 
poor  was  mooted  by  Mr.  Chester,  That  gentleman  introduced  the 
subject  by  quotations  from  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  explained  the  principles  on  which  he  thought  it 
desirable  to  establish,  in  Highgate,  gardens  similar  to  those  wbioh 
were  alluded  to  in  that  document, 

Mr.  Chester  was  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  co-operation  of  Mr. 
James  Beaumont,  another  gentleman  of  the  neighbourhood.  In 
March,  1847,  they  hired  a  piece  of  ground  for  the  purpose,  and 
offered  it  to  labouring  men  on  the  usual  eonditions. 

Mr.  Chester  and  Mr.  Beaumont  incurred  of  necessity  a  preliminary 
outlay,  and  made  themselves  liable  for  the  rent  of  the  ground.  For 
part  of  it  they  pay  at  the  rate  of  il.  lO/y,  an  acre,  and  for  another 
part  6/.  an  acre.  At  dd,  a  pole  the  return  would  be  6/.  an  acre,  and 
at  Is,  a  pole  8/. ;  but  as  a  considerable  portion  of  the  ground  is  lost 
in  foot-paths,  and  as  the  trustees  pay  all  taxes,  at  the  present  rate  of 
letting  they  just  clear  the  rental;  and  the  only  expense  which  really 
falls  upon  them  is  the  sum  of  51,  per  annum,  which  they  pay  to  a 
young  man,  a  nurseryman,  who  superintends  the  whole  allotment. 

Among  the  tenants  at  the  present  time  are  one  blacksmith,  one 
carman,  six  shoemakers,  one  ironmonger,  seven  coachmen,  and  one 
omnibus-driver,  four  tailors,  nipeteen  farm  labourers,  four  carpenters, 
fifteen  gardeners,  one  smith,  one  cabinet-maker,  one  hairdresser>  one 
pork  butcher;  one  paper-hanger,  one  donkey  owner  (widow),  one 
broker,  one  ostler,  one  tobacconist,  one  watchman,  five  bricklayers, 
one  fishmonger,  one  farrier,  one  washerwoman  (widow),  one  painter, 
one  lodge.'keeper,  oneserjeant  in  police,  one  deaf  and  dumb  man,  one 
f^ttendant  on  a  lunatic,  and  one  rat-catcher. 

Several  interesting  facts  in  explanation  of  the  moral  and  social 
benefits  which  these  gardens  have  conferred  upon  the  neighbourhood 
were  elicited  at  the  annual  distribution  of  prizes.  This  meeting  took 
place  on  Monday  evening,  the  18th  of  August,  in  the  Gate  House 
Assembly  Booms.  Towards  half-past  seven  o'clock  seventy-six  out  of 
the  eighty«three  tenants  bad  congregated,  many  of  them  bringing 
^eir  wives  and  children,  and  thus  raising  the  total  number  of  personv 

S resent  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  forty.  Tea  for  the  assem- 
lage  was  provided  at  the  expense  of  Mr.  Chester  and  Mr.  Beaumont* 
The  ladies  of  their  families,  and  others  resident  in  Highgate,  presided 
at  the  several  tables,  and  te^,  with  bread-and-butter  and  cakes,  were 

Elentifully  distributed*  This  agreeable  part  of  the  business  having 
een  concluded,  Mr,  Chester,  in  ^  brief  address,  explained  to  the 
company  that  there  were  gentlemen  present  who  were  desirous  ig 
learj)  from  the  tenants  themselves,  or  from  their  wives,  the  manner  in 
which  the  allotment  system  was  found  to  work,  and  how  it  affected  the 
health,  morals,  and  social  comfort  of  the  men  and  their  families.  He 
^ddelB,  that  prior  ta  the  distribution  of  prizes  it  would  confer  an 
obligation  if  any  of  the  tenants  would  frankly  and  fairly  state  the 
results  of  their  experience,  that  if  there  was  anything  faulty,  it  might 
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be  Remedied,  and  that,  if  the  system  were  fottod  to  be  beneficial,  the 
publication  of  the  facts  might  lead  the  friends  of  the  working  classes 
in  other  parts  of  the  country  to  imitate  the  example  which  had  been 
set  in  Highgate.  There  was  some  difficulty  at  first  in  inducing  any 
one  to  make  a  beginning ;  but  ultimately,  by  dividing  the  subject 
into  three  branches — economical,  sanitary,  and  moral — and  by  calling 
upon  one  or  two  men  who  were  known  to  have  privately  expressed 
their  opinions  on  the  subject,  the  preliminary  difficulty  was  removedi 
and  a  very  interesting  conversation — at  times  amounting  to  a  discus- 
sion— ensued  under  these  several  heads.  At  a  later  period  of  the 
evening  some  of  the  women  expressed  their  ideas  upon  the  various 
matters  in  debate.  One  of  the  first  speakers  was  a  shoemaker,  who 
had  a  small  allotment  of  six  poles,  and  whose  garden,  from  the  careful 
and  beautiful  manner  in  which  it  is  kept,  irin variably  commended  by 
the  visitors  of  the  allotments.  He  said  <<that  his  hither  had  been  a 
gardener ;  but  that  he  had  never  had  a  garden  of  his  own  to  cultivate 
until  Mr.  Chester  and  Mr.  Beaumont  established  the  allotments  in 
Highgate.  He  never  neglected  his  trade  to  work  in  his  garden ;  but 
worked  in  it  before  going  to  his  usual  business  in  the  morning,  and 
after  he  left  off  in  the  summer  evenings.  He  was  often  in  his  garden 
at  four  and  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  never  was  in  such  good 
health  in  his  life  tis  since  he  had  taken  to  gardening.  He  paid  a  rent 
of  6«.  a  year,  and  paid  about  as  much  for  manure.  It  cost  him  less 
altogether  than  three-pcDce  a  week,  besides  his  labour,  which  he  did 
not  calculate,  as  it  was  extra  work  that  did  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
interfere  with  his  shoemaking.  He  had  a  wife  and  four  children,  and 
on  his  little  plot  of  ground  he  grew  sufficient  vegetables,  potatoes 
excepted,  to  serve  his  family  all  the  year."  Another  man,  with  an 
allotment  often  poles,  gave  similar  testimony.  "  He  paid  iO«.  a  year 
rent,  and  expended  from  Ss,  to  lOs.  in  manure.  He  sowed  a  quart  of 
•eed  of  beans  thb  year,  which  cost  him  6d.,  which  produced  fire 
bushels,  or  twenty  pecks,  worth  4d.  a  peck,  or  6s.  6d.  in  all.  He 
reckoned  the  total  annual  produce  of  his  allotment  to  be  worth,  as 
nearly  as  he  could  reckon  it,  3/.  12«.  He  did  not  include  the  price 
of  his  labour,  as  he  considered  the  time  he  bestowed  upon  his  garden  a 
clear  gain,  for  if  he  had  not  had  a  garden,  he  should  in  all  probability 
have  idled  the  time  away,  either  in  a  public-house  or  in  doing  nothing, ' 
A  third  allottee,  who  was  a  small  tradesman  in  Highgate,  stated  that 
one  result  of  the  system,  which  he  had  observed,  and  which  he  thought 
bad  not  been  sufficiently  noticed,  was  the  tendency  it  had  to  produce 
good  fellowship  among  the  working*  men.  <*  They  studied  each 
other's  gardens,  asked  questions  of  husbandry,  took  instructions  from 
each  other,  and  performed  a  thousand  little  acts  of  mutual  kindness/' 
By  this  time  the  example  set  by  these  speakers  operated  on  several 
others,  and  probably  one-half  of  the  company  were  oo  their  lege 
anxious  to  obtain  a  hearing.  A  call  was,  however^  made  upon  the 
wives  to  tell  how  the  gardens  affected  them — and  those  who  had  the 
largest  families  were  solicited  to  speak  first.  One  woman  then  stated 
•that  «she  bad  sevefn  children,  that  her  husband  was  an  omnibus 
driver,  and  was  on  the  box  every  day,  from  eight  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing aatil  ten  at  night,  ail  the  year  round,  rain  or  ahfioe,  iommer  or 
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winter,  Saturday  and  Sunday.  He  was  very  fond  of  his  garden,  and 
got  up  at  five  in  the  morning  to  work  at  it.  He  found  it  good  for  his 
health.  She  worked  a  little  in  the  garden  during  the  day,  and  weeded 
it  and  kept  it  in  order  as  well  as  she  could.  Her  husband,  before  he 
had  a  garden,  never  had  much,  of  an  appetite  for  his  breakfast,  but  now 
he  could  eat  well,  and  she  never  knew  any  one  enjoy  a  breakfast  more 
than  he  did.  The  garden  supplied  them  all  with  vegetables  during  the 
year,  except  for  four  months,  during  which  she  bought  potatoes;  but 
even  in  those  four  months  she  had  green  vegetables,  with  which  she 
eked  out  her  stock  of  potatoes.  She  had  plenty  of  greens,  and  peas, 
and  onions,  and  her  dinners  generally  were  both  cheaper  and  nicer 
than  they  used  to  be  before  her  husband  got  his  allotment.  The 
garden  also  was  useful  in  keeping  the  children  off  the  streets.  She 
employed  them  in  weeditig  when  they  were  old  enough ,  and  the 
garden  was  a  nice  amusement  for  them."  A  second  woman,  with  a 
child  in  her  arms,  said : — <<  She  considered  the  gardens  a  great  bless- 
ing to  Highgate.  Her  husband's  allotment  filled  the  children's  bellies. 
She  had  got  eight  children.  She  never  bought  a  bit  of  vegetables. 
A  little  bit  of  meat  went  a  great  way,  when  it  was  properly  cooked 
with  abundance  of  vegetables.  If  there  were  plenty  of  fresh  vege- 
tables to  be  had,  a  poor  man  might  have  many  nice  and  wholesome 
dinners  with  very  little  meat ;  at  least,  she  found  it  so.  Children  did 
not  require  much  meat.  Before  he  had  a  garden  her  husband  used 
now  and  then  to  go  and  smoke  his  pipe  and  have  a  glass  of  ale.  He 
was  never  a  drunkard,  but  he  would  take  his  glass  in  a  skittle-ground 
or  public-house.  He  never  went  there  now.  He  preferred  the 
garden,  and  he  was  a  happier  man  for  it.  She  was  certain  she  was  a 
happier  woman,  and  she  wished  every  poor  man  in  England  had  a 
garden  to  cultivate."  Another  portly  and  comfortable  looking  matron 
said; — <<  She  had  twelve  children.  Before  her  husband  had  got  a 
garden,  she  paid  about  four  shillings  a  week  for  vegetables.  Now 
she  did  not  pay  one  shilling  a  week,  perhaps  not  ninepence,  all  the 
year  round,  one  week  with  another,  and  that  only  for  potatoes.  She 
had  all  other  vegetables  out  of  the  garden,  and,  though  she  had 
twelve  children,  was  able  sometimes,  when  peas  were  in  season,  to 
make  a  present  of  a  few  pecks,  fresh  gathered,  to  a  friend  in  town." 
Another  woman  said  i-^*'  Her  husband  was  a  gardener  by  trade,  and 
was  employed  in  the  nursery  grounds  from  morning  to  night,  yet  he 
managed  to  scrape  up  time  in  the  morning  before  going  to  his  usual 
work  to  look  after  the  allotment,  and  do  the  heaviest  part  of  the 
work.  Work  in  the  garden  was  no  change  to  him,  as  it  was  to  some 
people,  and  not  quite  so  pleasant  as  it  might  be  to  a  shoemaker  or 
tailor,  but  still  her  husband  managed.  In  the  daytime  she  attended 
to  it  whenever  she  could  spare  an  hour.  She  had  ten  children^  and 
she  also  made  them  help  her.  One  of  them  aged  six,  and  another 
aged  nine^  werq  useful  in  getting  manure.  They  took  little  basket 
and  picked  it  up  in  the  streets.  She  did  not  buy  any  manure  at  all. 
The  children  gathered  all  that  was  necessary.  The  allotment  pro- 
duced as  many  vegetables  as  they  could  eat,  and  more  sometimes. 
She  did  not  keep  the  children  from  school  tq  gather  manure.  That 
would  hare  been  bad  management^  for  she  paid  more  for  their  school** 
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iDg  a  great  deal  than  the  manure  would  come  to.  They  fetched  the^ 
manure  in  the  morning  and  after  school  hours,  and  in  their  half-holi- 
days they  gathered  a  great  deal.  She  did  not  know  what  she  should 
do  without  the  garden,  and  was  certain  she  could  not  maintain  the 
family  anything  like  so  comfortably  if  her  husband  were  deprived  of 
it."  Several  other  persons,  male  and  female,  gave  similar  testimony; 
but  enough  has,  perhaps,  been  quoted  to  carry  conviction  to  the 
minds  of  those  who  shall  read  these  few  statements,  that  the  cottage 
gardens  of  the  poor  are  attended  with  many  beneficial  results,  both 
social  and  moral.  So  much  good  seems  to  be  fairly  attributable  to 
them,  that  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  inhabitants  of  large  towns,  and 
especially  of  such  over-crowded  places  as  this  gigantic  metropolis, 
should  be  shut  out  from  an  enjoyment  of  them. 


WHITCHURCH  ALLOTMENT  MEETING. 

On  Friday,  29th  August,  a  very  interesting  meeting  of  the  allotment 
tenantry  .of  Whitchurch  and  Overton. was  held  in  Laverstoke  Park, 
the  seat  of  Melville  Portal,  Esq.,  M.P.,  through  whose  kindness  and 
liberality  a  spacious  tent,  decorated  with  evergreens  and  flags,  had 
been  erected,  and  every  preparation  made  for  the  entertainment  of  so 
numerous  a  party  as  is  customary  to  assemble  on  these  occasions. 

Nearly  400  holders  of  allotments,  and  workmen  employed  upon  the 
estate,  sat  down  to  a  good  and  substantial  dinner^  to  which  they  did 
most  ample  justice. 

Among  Mr.  Portal's  visitors  were  most  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen 
of  the  neighbourhood,  who  appeared  much  pleased  and  interested  in 
the  enjoyments  of  their  humble  friends,  and  joined  most  heartily  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  day. 

The  usual  loyal  toasts  were  given  after  dinner,  and  drank  with  hearty 
cheers;  and,  in  responding  to  the  health  of  Mr.  Portal  and  of  his 
brother,  Mr.  Wyndham  Portal,  the  company  gave  good  evidence  how 
well  they  appreciated  the  kind  interest  these  gentlemen  have  taken  in 
thus  affording  an  annual  day  of  festivity  and  amusement. 

The  award  of  the  subscription  prizes  for  vegetables  and  good  cul- 
tivation having  been  read,  and  a  few  words  of  advice  and  encourage- 
ment addressed  to  the  allotment  tenantry  by  Mr.  M.  Portal  and  his 
brother,  the  company  left  the  tent  for  the  park  to  join  in  the  old 
English  games  of  cricket,  foot-ball,  hurdle-racing,  &c.  These  had 
commenced  in  the  morning  by  a  match  of  cricket  between  the  gentle- 
men of  Whitchurch  and  Overton,  which,  after  a  well- con  tested  game, 
was  decided  in  favour  of  the  former. 

A  large  addition  was  made  to  the  number  of  the  assembly  by  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  the  villagers,  who  participated  in  the  pleasures 
of  the  evening,  enlivened  by  the  Whitchurch  and  Overton  bands. 

The  show  of  vegetables,  the  productions  of  the  several  allotments, 
was  excellent,  and  very  creditable  to  the  exhibitors.  It  is  gratifying 
to  hear  that  Mr.  Portal  expressed  an  intention  of  including  other 
branches  of  cottage  industry  in  the  award  of  prizes  on  future 
occasions. 
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ALLOTMENTS    UNDER    THE    GENERAL 
INCLOSURE  ACT. 

In  our  Magazine  for  July,  1847,  October,  1848,  June,  1849,  and 
March,  1850,  we  published  lists  of  places  where  allotments  from 
waste  land  had  been  set  apart,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 
fbr  labourers'  cultivation.  In  the  sixth  Report,  which  has  been  recentty 
published,  we  are  happy  to  see  the  following  additions  :— • 


Indosure. 


County. 


Extent. 


AUotment 

for 

Exercise 

and 

Recreation. 


Allotment 

for 

Labouring 

Poor. 


LlaDtsilio 

WestBer^hoU   

Fell  Lane    

Soape  

Tanworth    

Bromsberrow  Heath 

Abergwilly 

QreeQ  Moor,  &c 

Roggiet  &  MiDutes  7 

Common ) 

Lektherhead   

Blaenpenal ' 

Colby  Moor   

Ashwell  

Meppershall   

Twyford  Down 

Owlibory    

Larkenhope  Common 

Ash 

Marshfield  

Ludgershall    

Bentley 

Compton  Abbat 

Droxford 

Stourpaihe  and  Ash.. 

Whitley  

8hinfleld  Greeni 


Denbigh....... 

Essex  

Westmoreland 

Suffolk 

Warwick 

Gloucest^  ... 
Carmarthen... 
Monmouth  ... 

Monmouth  ... 

Surrey 

Cardigan 

Westmoreland 

Hertford 

Herts  &  Beds 
Southampton 
■Southampton 

Salop 

Surrey 

Gloucester  ... 

Wilts 

Southampton 

Dorset 

Southampton 

Dorset 

Berks  

Berks 


A.  R.  P. 

4000  0  0 

276  2  0 

82  b  0 

268  1  22 


320 
28 


0  0 
3  2 


96  2  20 
826  0  0 

87  0  0 


653 

1394 

360 

2625 

908 

647 

744 

596 

1151 

298 

82 

120 

708 

1353 

1530 

261 

812 


1  0  0 


4  0  0 

4  6  0 

3  0  0 


3  0  0 


A.  R.  P. 
40  0  0 
14  0  0 


5 

10 
1 

4 
16 


4  0  0 


25 
5 


3  0  0 
5  0  0 
2  0  0 


1 

10 

5 

3 

S 

15 
5 

4 
5 


THE    MORFE    COTTAGE    GARDEN    SOCIETY, 
BRIDGNORTH,  SALOP. 

This  Society  held  its  fifth  annual  show  at  Dudmaston,  the  beautifql 
seat  of  W.  W.  Whitmore,  Esq.^  near  Bridgnorth,  on  Thursday,  the 
S6th  August. 

'  The  association  was  formed  in  the  y^ar  1847,  under  the  patronage 
of  T.  C.  Whitinpre,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Apley.Park ;  W.  VV.  Whitmore,  Esq., 
Dudmaston ;  R.  H.  Cheney,  Esq.,  Badger  Hall ;  and  W.  $.  Daven- 
port, Esq.,  Davenport,  (who  kindly  agreed  to  allow  the  Society  to 
hold  its  exhibitions  alternately  in  their  delightful  grounds,)  for  the 
benefit  of  cottagers. and  garden  labQurers  residing  ia  their  inuaediate 
vicinity,  and  who  are  thus  encouraged,  by  the  distribution  of  prii#s 
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lbi«  ibe  best  production  of  vegetables,  fVuits,  flower?,  and  boney,  to 
ouUivate  to  the  greatest  advantage  the  small  plots  of  ground  attached 
to  the  cottages.  Rewards,  also,  are  distributed  for  the  neatest  and 
best-stocked  gardens.  The  result  of  the  Societyjs  efforts  (o  promote 
this  object  is  very  gratifying.  Those  of  the  labouring  classes  who 
are  members  have  been  practically  convinced,  by  the  reception  of 
prizes,  of  the  solid  advantages  which  cap  be  reaped  from  a  bestowal 
of  only  common  pains  and  industry  upon  their  little  gardens ;  whilst 
the  unsuccessful  competitors  have,  at  least,  the  satisfaction  of  knowing, 
that  by  their  endeavour  to  succeed,  their  homesteads  have  produced 
a  greater  variety  of  vegetables  for  their  frugal  meal  than  they  would 
otherwise  have  done. 

Tbtee  spacious  tents,  one  for  the  cottagers,  another  for  the  garden 
labourers,  and  a  third  for  the  specimens  of  fruits,  vegetables,  and 
flowers  of  the  honorary  members,  who  contend  for  honorary  distinc- 
iions,  were  erected  in  a  beautiful  knoll  within  the  Park,  which  com- 
mands a  lovely  home  view,  combining  a  rich  diversity  of  wood,  rock, 
hill,  valley,  and  water. 

The  grounds  were  thrown  open  to  the  public  at  twelve  o*clock,  and 
thousands  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  of  spending  a  happy 
day  in  a  rational  and  social  manner.  Here  might  be  seen  the  land* 
lord  and  steward,  the  master  and  servant,  the  rich  and  poor,  met 
together  for  innocent  recreation. 

The  boys  of  the  Blue-coat  School,  of  the  Union  School,  Bridg- 
north, and  of  the  parochial  schools,  150  in  number,  headed  by  their 
merry  little  band  of  fifes  and  drums,  opened  the  exhibition,  by  march- 
ing round  the  tents. 

At  five  o'clock  the  President  addressed  the  company,  and  in  an  able 
speech  set  forth  the  advantages  which  such  a  Society  must  ever  have 
in  promoting  the  morality,  comfort,  and  industry  of  the  cottagers,  and 
the  kindly  feeling  which  such  an  annual  assemblage  engendered 
among  all  classes  of  people.  He  also  stated  this  gratifying  fact,  that, 
during  the  four  years  of  the  Society*s  'existence,  not  the  slightest 
damage  had  been  done  to  the  parks  and  pleasure-grounds  in  which 
the  exhibitions  were  held,  thus  proving  the  great  progress  which 
education  and  civilization  had  effected  in  the  minds  and  habits  of  the 
great  masses  of  the  people.  After  wliich  he  proceeded  to  distribute 
the  prizes. 

Many  of  the  poor  received  from  Is,  6d.  to  3/.,  and  all  seemed 
satisfied  with  the  fairness  of  the  awards.  An  eflicient  band  enlivened 
the  scene,  and  ample  refreshments  were  provided. 


COTTAGE    PREMIUMS. 

[Wb  have  much  pleasure  in  inserting  the  subjoined  paper,  and  doubt 
not  that  an  extensive  adoption  of  so  good  a  practice  would  greatly 
tend  to  promote  the  well-being  of  the  labouring  classes,  both  phy- 
sically and  morally.] 

The  following  premiums  are  offered  for  competition  in  the  parishes 
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after^'inentioned^  by  the  Earl  of  Galloway,  for  the  best-kept  cottages 
and  gardens  on  his  lordship's  estates  in  the  parishes  of  WhitfaorD» 
Sorbie,  Kirkinner,  Wigtown,  Penningharo,  and  Minnigaff,  for  the 
year  1851: — 

£  8.  d. 

L  For  the  best-kept  cottage  and  garden  in  each  parish       ...    1  0  0 

II.  For  the  iBecood  best  ditto      0  15  0 

III.  For  the  third  best  ditto 0  10  0 

IV.  For  the  fborth  best  ditto       0  5  0 

The  lodges  at  Galloway  House  and  Cumlodcn  excluded. — The 
inspection  to  be  made  in  October,  by  Lord  Galloway,  or  any  judge 
to  be  named  by  him,  who  will  decide  upon  the  cottages  deserving  the 
premium. — The  annual  value  of  the  cottage  of  the  competitor,  with 
the  ground  occupied  by  him  in  the  parish,  must  not  exceed  5/.  ster* 
ling.-— The  roof  of  the  cottage,  whether  of  thatch  or  slates,  must  be  in 
good  repair ;  the  interior  must  be  clean  and  orderly ;  the  windows 
must  be  free  of  broken  glass,  clean,  and  affording  the  means  of  venti- 
lation. Dunghills,  and  all  other  nuisances,  must  be  removed  from 
the  front  and  gables;  the  offices  must  be  kej)t  clean.  Preference 
will  be  given  to  competitors  who,  in  addition 'to  these  requisites,  are 
cleanly  and  tidy  in  their  persons  and  those  of  their  families,  and  have 
displayed  the  greatest  taste  in  ornamenting  the  exterior  of  their  houses, 
and  the  ground  in  front  and  at  the  gables.  In  judging  of  the  gardens, 
there  will  be  had  in  view — the  sufficiency  and  neatness  of  the  fences, 
the  cleanness  of  the  ground,  and  neatness  of  the  walks,  the  quality  of 
the  crops,  and  general  productiveness  of  the  garden  and  choice  of 
crops. 

Intending  competitors  to  give  intimation  to  Mr.  McMillan,  the 
Earl's  factor,  at  Newton-Stewarti  on  or  before  10th  October. 


Donations  and  Subscriptions,  from  the  Slst  of  Auffttst, 
to  the  SOth  of  Septembery  1851. 

*«*  ThOM  sami  to  which  (D.)  is  prefixed  are  Donations  j  all  others  are  Annual  Sabscriptions. 


£    $.    d. 

Mrs.     Domaresq,      Malvern  « 

Wells  ......  (D.)  500 

Capt  Warden,  H.  M.  S.  Retri- 
bution      (D.)  5    0    0 

Jas.  Minet,  Esq.  West  Smith- 
field    (D.)  5    0    0 

A.  S (D.)  5    0    0 

Rev.  H.  J.  Barton,  Wicken, 

Northamptonstaire     .  (D.)  2    0    0 

Miss  Irvine,  Montagae-place  .110 

H.    Norton,    Esq.,     Dowry- 

sqosre,  Clifton      ....  1    0    0 


£  9.  d. 
Friends,  per  Rev.  G.  L.  Yate, 

Wrockwardine  .  .  (D.)  10  0 
Mrs.  William  Ellis,  Newbary, 

per  Mr.  Ashley  ...  0  10  0 
J.  C.  Hallewell,  Esq.,  Strand  .0100 


Per  Mr.  H.  Martin,  Agent 
Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Gainsborough  .200 
Sir  W.  R.  P.  Geary,  Bart.      .    0  10    0 

J.  Larkin,  Esq 0  10    0 

W.  Kipping,  Esq.      ....    0  10    0 


Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Savill,  at  bis  Office,  No.  4,  Cliandos  Street,  in  tlie  Parish  of 
St  Paul,  Govent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  published 
by  JoHV  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  irbere  all 
Communications  are  to  be  addressed. — Sold  by  Seeley, Fleet  Street;  Nisbet  and  Co., 
Bemers  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  London. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  OCTOBER. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand. 

The  iisual  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Committee  was  convened, 
but  as  there  were  only  three  members  present,  viz..  Major  Little 
and  Henry  Roberts  and  John  Sperhng,  Esquires,  no  official 
business  was  done. 

The  following  Reports  were  presented : — 

The  Sub-Committee  of  Dwellings  have  to  report,  that  the 
Society's  Model  Structure  in  the  Great  Exhibition,  continued  to 
its  close  to  be  visited  daily  by  lar^e  numbers  of  persons,  exciting 
much  general  interest,  and  afforoing  the  opportunity  for  a  wide 
circulation  of  the  Society's  papers,  and  descriptive  accounts  of 
their  various  Model  buildings. 

H.R.H.  Prince  Albert's  Model  Houses  have  been  increasingly 
an  object  of  attention  to  the  Exhibition  visitors,  and  in  the 
closing  week  they  were  inspected  by  28,955  persons;  the  number 
admitted  on  one  day  was  7410 — the  total  number  of  visitors 
from  the  opening  of  the  houses,  23rd  May,  has  been  upwards  of 
250,000,  thus  testing  the  strength  of  the  building  and  the 
materials  used  for  floors,  &c.,  to  a  degree  much  beyond  anything 
they  could  ever  be  subject  to  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

In  addition  to  a  large  number  of  descriptive  papers  distributed 
gratuitously,  the  sum  of  nearly  300/.  has  been  received  for  plans, 
and  various  publications  of  the  Society  bearing  on  the  improve- 
ment of  the  dwellings  of  the  labouring  classes. 

The  Sub-Committee  have  further  the  gratification  to  report, 
that  in  the  distribution  of  Medals  by  the  Juries  of  the  Exhibi- 
tion, H.R.H.  Prince  Albert  had  the  Council  Medal  for  the  Model 
Lodging-house  awarded  to  him,  and  the  Society  also  a  Council 
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Medal,  for  sundry  improvements  in  the  construction  of  bricks,* 
and  the  improvement  of  habitations  for  the  labouring  classes. 

As  the  number  of  ComwciV  Medals  awarded  between  the  17,000 
exhibitors  is  only  170,  whilst,  of  Prize  Medals,  there  are  2918,  it 
may  be  satisfactory  to  quote  the  following  passage  in  reference 
to  the  Council  Medal  from  the  report  published  by  the  President 
of  the  Council  of.Chairmen  of  Juries : — ^^  It  is  rather  a  mark  of 
such  invention,  ingenuity,  or  originality,  as  may  be  expected  to 
exercise  an  influence  upon  industry  more  extended,  and  more 
important,  than  could  be  produced  by  mere  excellence  of  manu- 
facture." 

ILR.H.  Prince  Albert  has  written  to  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  offering  to  place  the  Model 
Houses  at  their  disposal  when  removed  froni  Hyde  Park,  and  to 
Mr.  Roberts,  as  the  honorary  architect,  H.R.H.  has  graciously 
expressed  "  his  best  thanks  for  his  exertions  connected  therewith, 
and  the  regret  which  he  feels,  that  the  Council  Medal  awarded 
for  them,  being  merged  in  the  one  given  to  His  Royal  Highness 
for  the  Exhibition  generally,  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  give  him 
the  medal,  as  it  was  his  intention  to  do,  had  it  been  given  exclu- 
sively for  the  cottages,  the  whole  merit  of  which  he  considers  to 
be  his  due." 

The  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Dwelling  and  Lodging 
Houses  was  laid  on  the  table,  which  was  highly  satisfactory. 

The  Sub-Committee  further  report  that  they  have  admitted 
eighteen  families  to  the  Portpool  Lane  Buildings,  and  that  the 
wash-house  will  be  in  full  operation  in  the  course  of  a  very  short 
time. 

George  Street  Lodging  House:  A  gentleman  who  visited 
this  house  during  the  Exhibition  kindly  presented  the  following 
works  to  the  library  there : — Pickwick  Papers,  Nicholas  Nickleby, 
Old  Curiosity  Shop,  Martin  Chuzzlewit,  Barnaby  Rudge,  and 
Oliver  Twist. 

The  Allotment  Agent  reported  as  follows : — 

Ramsgate, — The  land  lately  engaged  by  the  Society  in  this 
town  has  been  taken  possession  of,  and  arrangements  made  for 
letting  it  out  in  allotments  and  giving  the  tenants  possession  on 
Friday  evening,  the  24th  inst.  The  number  of  allotments  will 
be  ninety ;  as  there  are  already  upwards  of  fifty  applicants,  there 
is  no  doubt  the  whole  will  be  taken  in  a  short  time. 

Margate. — Thirty-six  new  allotments  have  been  set  out  at 
Margate  on  four  and  a  half  acres  of  land  recently  taken,  making 
the  total  number  of  tenants  at  Margate  141.  The  rents  of  the 
old  allotments  have  all  been  paid  up  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner. 

Stroodf  Kent — The  first  annual  rent  meeting  for  these  allot- 

*  These  improvemeDts  in  the  constroction  of  bricks  are  shown  in  th^  iMof^tiTe 
section  at  pa^e  18Q. 
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mentBf  about  forty  in  number,  was  held  at  the  Strood  School 
rooms  on  Friday  evening,  IQth  inst.,  and  the  Agent  has  much 
pleasure  in  stating,  that  v(5ry  much  to  the  surprise  of  the  inha- 
bitants, the  tenants  came  at  the  appointed  time  and  paid  their 
rents  in  the  most  cheerful  manner,  the  only  absentees  being  from 
illness,  or  other  unavoidable  cause — and  several  of  those  have 
since  sent  their  money. 

Norwood.— rThe  Rev,  Mr.  Harden,  of  Norwood,  informed  the 
Agent  that  the  allotments  are  producing  the  most  satisfactory 
results,  especially  as  regards  one  man  who,  before  he  had  an 
allotment,  was  considered  the  worst  character  in  the  parish ;  his 
allotn^ent  was  found  the  best  cultivated ;  he  has  not  oeen  at  the 
)jMser-6hop  for  four  months,  and  is  altogether  so  much  improved, 
he  is  now  constantly  employed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 


ON  THE  FORM  AND  USE  OF  HOLLOW  BRICKS. 

^  Tke  award  of  the  Council  Mbdal ybr  '^  ImprovemenU  in  the  construe- 
Hon  qfJBricke*  exhibited  by  the  Soeiei^^  induces  us,  under  the  impression 
that  it  will  be  acceptable  to  our  reaclers,  to  extract  from  the  descriptive 
account  of  H.It.H,  Prince  Albert* s  Model  Houses,  the  fallowing  remarks 
on  the  FoBH  and  Usb  op  Hollow  Bricks  : — 

No  one  conversant  with  housed  of  slight  construction  can  he  unaware  of 
the  evil  to  which  they  are  so  liable  &om  damp  external  walls  and  floors ; 
any  remedy  which  effectually  secure9  its  removal,  without  adding  to  the 
cost  of  the  Duilding,  must  proTe  a  ffreat  hencfit  to  the  occupants  of  such 
dwellings;  and  where  a  mode  oi  construotion  effects  this  object  at  a 
diminished  cost,  it  is  a  boon  to  the  landlord  as  well  as  to  the  tenant. 

The  use,  in  architectural  construction,  of  hollow-shaped  clay,  in  a  variety 
of  forms,  was  known  to  the  ancients,  and  amongst  other  purposes  was 
adopted  by  them  in  lighteiung  the  weight  of  the  spandrils  to  yaulting  of 
considerable  span. 

For  the  linmg  of  rubble-stane  wi^i  tUe  was  commonly  used  in  Boman 
building.  The  Colosseum  may  be  instanced  as  an  example^  where  mnch 
of  the  inner  wall  is  constructed  of  rubble  and  faced  with  tile,  which  has 
been  covered  with  slabs  of  different  coloured  marble.  At  Pompeii^  a 
hollow  tile  was  in  some  instances  used  for  securing  a  dlry  surface  to  receive 
the  fresco  paintings. 

In  the  llltistrated  London  News  of  October  6,  1850,  drawings  are  given 
of  Boman  flue-tiles,  found  at  Lymne,  in  Kent,  where  they  have  been  used 
for  distributing  warm  air  from  an  hypocaustum  under  the  floor  of  the 
building. 

Hollow  bricks  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  agricultural  building,  and  for 
enclosure,  park,  or  fence  walls,  as  well  as  for  the  ordinary'  dwellmgs  of  the 
labouring  classes,  for  schools,  and  for  houses  generally  of  moderate  height, 
and  with  the  usual  weight  of  roofs  and  floors,  rendenng  internal  battening 
unnecessary.  For  conservatories  they  may  be  used  with  singular  advantage. 
Heat  may  oe  passed  through  every  portion  of  both  floors  and  walls.  Their 
strength  may  be  adapted  to  circumstances,  and  where  necessary,  be  rendered 
folly  equal  to  that  of  solid  bricks. 

When  used  for  partitions,  or  for  roof  and  floor  arches,  they  are  fire- 
proof, deaden  sound  more  effectually,  and  are  considerably   ighter  thc^n 
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solid  brickwork.  As  a  lining  to  stone  or  flint  walls,  they  supersede  the 
necessity  for  battening,  and  the  consequent  risk  of  fire  and  dry-rot  is 
avoided.    For  cottage  floors  they  are  also  well  adapted. 

The  various  forms  of  hollow  bricks  proposed,  prior  to  that  which  has 
been  27afe;i^(;{  by  their  inventor,*  are  all,  particularly  in  reference  to  ex- 
ternal walls,  more  or  less  liable  to  the  objection,  that  they  either  will  not 
properly  bond  together,  and  form  a  substantial  wall,  or  else  that  the  headers 
ana  the  vertical  joints  aflbrd  a  medium  for  the  transmission  of  damp  firom 
the  exterior  to  the  interior. 

By  the  form  adopted  in  the  patent  hollow  brickwork,  a  perfect  bond, 
running  longitudinally  through  the  centre  of  the  wall,  is  secured,  all  headers 

and  vertical  joints  pass- 
ing throuffh  it  are 
avoided;  mtemal  as 
well  as  external 
strength  is  obtained; 
and  every  facility  giTen 
for  the  nxing  of  floor- 
plates,  and  other  tim- 
Ders;  whilst,  by  the 
parallel  longitudinal 
cavities,  ample  securi^ 
for  dryness  IB  afforded, 
and  great  facility  pre- 
sent^ for  YontilatioD, 
as  well  as  for  the  con- 
veyance of  artificial 
heat,  and  for  the  trans- 
mission of  bell-wires, 
pipes,  &o. 

According  to  the 
specification  enrolled 
16th  June,  1850,  this 
patent  includes  bricks 
and  tiles,  hollow  or 
otherwise,  of  such  form 
as  will  secure  a  "  longi- 
tudinal bond,  whether 
obtained  by  the  over- 
lapping of  uie  alternate 
or  the  parallel  courses 
of  bricks,  either  with  a  square,  a  rebated,  or  a  chamfered  joint,  and  with  a 
level,  a  sunk,  or  a  bevelled  bed." 

The  dimensions  of  the  bricks  being  unlimited,  a  size  has  been  chosen 
which,  with  the  omission  of  the  headers,  reduces,  by  about  one-third,  the 
number  of  joints,  and  greatly  improves  the  appearance  of  the  work,  giving 
it  more  boldness  of  effect  and  resemblance  to  stone  than  that  of  ordinaiy 
brickwork — twelve  inches  in  length,  including  the  joints,  three  courses  rise 
one  foot  in  height;  a  size  equally  convenient  Tor  the  workmen  in  the  manu- 
facture, and  in  the  use  of  the  bricks— whilst  less  hable  to  damage  in  moving 
than  bricks  of  larger  size,  their  form  admits  of  ready  hftudling  and  stowage 
for  transport. 

The  principle  of  the  patent  bond  is,  however,  equally  applicable  to  the 
ordinary  or  to  any  other  size  of  brick. 
Nine  patent  hollow  bricks  of  the  size  before  described  will  do  as  much 

•  Henry  Roberts,  Esq^  F.aA.,  Honorary  Architect  to  the  Society  lor  Im- 
proviog  the  Condition  of  the  LaboariDg  Classes. 
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walling  as  sixteen  ordinary  bricks,  whilst  the  weight  of  the  former  but 
little  exceeds  that  of  the  latter,  an  important  consideratioifin  reference  to 
carriage,  as  well  as  labour  in  using. 

When  passing  through  the  machine,  or  in  the  process  of  drying,  any 
number  may  be  splayed  at  the  ends  to  the  rake  of  gables,  be  mitred,  or  be 
marked  for  closures,  and  broken  off  as  required  in  use;  or  they  may  be 
perforated  for  the  purpose  of  yentilation.  If  nicked  with  a  sharp-pointed 
luunmer,  they  will  oreak  off  at  any  desired  line;  and  the  angles  may  be 
taken  off  with  a  trowel  as  readily  as  those  of  a  common  brick. 

A  sufficient  portion  of  good  facing  bricks  may  be  selected  from  an 
ordinary  burning^,  and  in  laying  them,  a  much  better  bond  will  be  obtained 
than  is  usually  given  in  common  brickwork. 

The  splayed  bricks  may  be  used  for  the  weathing  of  plinths  for  eayes 
moulding  under  gutters,  and  for  gable  moulding  under  projecting  tiles 
or  slates,  in  lieu  of  barge  boards.  Labels  for  ooors  and  wmdows  may 
be  made  hollow  in  .lengths. 

The  bricks  for  the  quoins  and  jambs  may  be  made  either  solid  or  per- 
forated ;  and  with  peipendicularlioles,  either  circular,  square,  or  octagonal, 
those  in  the  quoins  may  be  so  arranged  as  to  serye  for  ventilating  shafts. 
Stone  will  be  found  eoually  applicame  for  the  quoins  and  jambs,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  worK  be  thereby  improved. 

Hollow  bricks  may  be  made  with  any  good  tile  machine,  in  the  same 
manner  as  ordinary  draining  pii>es,  and  at  about  the  same  cost  in  propor- 
tion to  the  quantity  of  clay  contained  in  them.  The  material  is  finer;  tney 
are  more  compressed,  require  less  drying,  and  with  much  less  fuel  are 
better  burned  than  ordinary  bricks,  even  when  waste  heat,  or  that  in  the 
upnerpart  of  the  kiln,  only  is  used,  a  fire  skin  being  formed  both  within 
ana  without. 

The  process  of  drying  is  much  more  rapid  than  in  common  brickwork, 
and  the  smoothness  of  the  internal  surface  of  walls  built  with  the  patent 
bonded  bricks  renders  plastering,  in  many  instances,  quite  unnecessary, 
whereby  a  saving  is  effected,  not  only  in  tne  first  cost,  but  also  in  the  sub- 
sequent maintenance.  If  glazed  on  the  outer  face,  as  may  be  done  with 
many  days,  a  superior  finished  surface  is  obtainable  without  plaster. 

When  made  xmder  favourable  circumstances,  the  fair  selling  price  of  the 
patent  bonded  hollow  bricks  is  about  one-fourth  more  than  that  of  ordinary 
oricks,  at  which  rate,  owing  to  the  increase  of  size,  a  saving  of  nearly 
30  per  cent,  will  be  effected;  or  if  the  selling  price  be  one-third  more  than 
that  of  ordinary  bricks,  the  saving  effected  by  their  use  will  be  about  25 
per  cent.,  with  a  reduction  of  25  per  cent,  in  the  quantity  of  mortar,  and  a 
similar  saving  in  the  labour,  when  done  by  accustomed  workmen;  the  cost 
of  carriage  a&o  will  be  considerably  diminished. 


SUUement,  showing  the  comparative  cost  of  Bricks  in  a  rod  of  reduced  Brick* 
work,  built  with  ordinary  Bricks  of  the  common  size,  and  a  rod  built  with 
Patent  Bonded  Hollow  Bricks, 

£    8,    d.  £    8.    d,  £    8.    d. 

4300  ordinary  brickB  to  a  rod,  at  208.  4    6    0    at  24«.  6    3    3    at  288.  6    0    6 
S450  Patent  Bonded  H.BrickB,  do.,  26e.  3    1    3    at  30e.  3  13    6    at868.  4    6    9 

Saringofbrickiperrod  ^14    9  ^19    9  ^1  14    8 

Being  29  per  cent,  in  favour  of  usinp  the  Patent  Bonded  Hollow  Bricks, 
in  addition  to  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  cost  of  cartage  or  transport, 
and  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  mortar  and  the  labour. 

Note.— The  relative  prices  given  above  may  be  taken  as  tbe  &ir  average  selling 
prices  in  the  field,  depending  on  the  cost  of  fuel,  labour  m  preparing  the  claj,  &c. 


lUustrative  Example  of  HOLLOW  BRICKWORK, /roiii  the  SodHy's 

Modd  S^rudute  in  the  Great  Sxhtbitian  of  1851, 

for  which  "  ImpravemerUs  in  Hhs  CtmstrucUon  of  Bricks,*"  ^  ^c, 

the  Council  Medal  loas  tnwtfcforf  in  Close  27. 


Souaro  Jamb  Section  of  a 

and  Chimney  Brick.  lit.  2ixi.  Wall. 


latQmal  Docf 

and  Chimney  Briclc. 
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The  abote  Boctton  is  also  illustraiifre  of  the  consiruction  adopted  in 
B.B.H.  Prince  Albert's  Model  Hoases,  for  which  the  Council  MMnl  was 
awarded  in  Class  7.  The  span  of  iho  arches  over  ihe  Liidng  Booms 
being  increased  to  10  feet  4  inches,  with  a  proportionate  addition  to  their 
lise.  The  oxtertial  springers  are  of  nast  iron,  connected  bj  wtooght  iron 
tie  rods,  and  the  chitntiey-vfcaeks  loitQ  sb  aMitioiMl  i^imumL 
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LODGING  HOUSES,  &c.,  ABOUT  TO  BE  ERECTED  BY 
THE  CORPORATION  OF  LONDON. 

At  the  Court  of  Common  Council^  held  on  Friday  the  24th  of  Oct. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Hall  (the  Chairman  of  the  Improvement  Committee) 
brought  up  the  following  Report,  to  which,  on  account  of  its  great 
public  importance,  he  requested  the  particular  attention  of  the  Court. 

"  TO   THE   RIGHT    HON.  THE   LORD   MAYOR,  ALDERMEN,   AND   COMMONS, 
IN   COMMON   COUNCIL    ASSEMBLED. 

^<  We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  your  committee  in 
relation  to  improvements  within  this  city,  do  certify  that  your  Hon. 
Court  having  been  pleased  to  refer  to  your  committee  the  considera- 
tion of  the  propriety  of  erecting  baths  and  wash-houses,  and  of 
lodging-houses  for  the  poorer  classes  of  society,  in  connexion  with 
the  improvements  undertaken  by  the  corporation,  we  have  from  time 
to  time  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  such  reference,  and  did,  on 
the  Idth  of  February  last,  report  to  your  hon.  Court  that  a  favour- 
able opportunity  exbted  of  enabling  the  corporation,  if  they  could 
obtain  parliamentary  powers,  out  of  their  own  funds,  arising  from 
certain  invested  surpluses  of  their  Finsbury  estates,  to  purchase 
ground  and  erect  suitable  dwellings  for  the  labouring  poor  in  or  near 
the  line  of  the  proposed  new  street  from  the  city  boundaries  in  West« 
street,  to  Coppice-row,  Clerkenwell ;  and  that  we  had  directed  Mr; 
Remembrancer  to  insert  proper  clauses  in  the  bill  authorizing  that 
improvement. 

**  That,  in  pursuance  of  such  instructions,  such  clauses  have  been 
inserted  in  the  bill,  which  became  an  act  in  the  last  Session  of  Par- 
liament, enabling  the  corporation  to  erect,  either  on  the  land  compui* 
soriiy  taken  for  the  purposes  of  the  improvement,  or  in  the  vicinity 
thereof,  by  agreement,  such  and  so  many  improved  dwelling  and 
lodging-houses  for  the  poor,  and  to  fit  up  the  same  with  such  con- 
veniences, and  in  such  manner,  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  think 
expedient. 

«  That  we  have  directed  Mn  Architect  to  consider  and  report  to 
lis  his  opinion  as  to  the  most  desirable  situation  for  commencing  the 
erection  of  such  dwellings,  and  have  had  before  us  Mr.  Scott,  the 
principal  clerk  to  Mr.  Chamberlain,  who  reported  to  us  the  amount 
of  the  fund  accumulated  under  the  act  of  your  hon.  Court,  of  the 
29th  of  May,  1845,  which  we  find  to  amount  to  the  sum  of  42,469/.  d«., 
Three  per  Cent.  Reduced  Annuities ;  and  we  are  of  opinion,  and 
recommend,  that  the  same  fund  be  applied  by  your  committee  in 
clearing  such  ground  in  or  near  the  said  new  street  as  to  your  com- 
mittee shall  seem  expedient,  and  in  directing  the  necessary  buildings 
thereon ;  and  that  the  buildings,  when  so  erected  and  complete,  be 
subject  to  the  control  and  management,  as  regards  letting  and  col- 
lecting the  rents,  of  your  Committee  for  Letting  the  City  Lands,  who 
will  accumulate,  as  heretofore,  the  profits  of  the  said  accumulating 
funds  from  time  to  time,  and,  whea  so  directed  by  your  hon.  Court^ 
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place  at  the  disposal  of  your  Improvement  Committee  tbe  proceeds 
of  such  accumulating  fund,  in  order  to  the  purchase  of  further  land 
and  buildings  in  the  manner  which  in  the  said  Act  of  Common 
Council  is  more  fully  set  forth." 

After  the  report,  which  was  received  with  cheers,  had  been  intro- 
duced, 

Mr.  T.  H.  Hall  said,  that  the  committee  had  felt  most  sincerely 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  removal  from  the  city  of  a  large  number 
of  houses,  it  was  most  desirable,  and  indeed  most  important,  that  pro- 
vision should  be  made  in  the  way  of  residences  for  the  poorer  classes 
"who  might  thus  be  dislodged.  He  felt,  in  common  with  the  com- 
roittee,  that  the  fact  was  pressing  upon  them  more  and  more, 
that  while  they  were  creating  mansions  in  the  new  streets,  they 
were  at  the  same  time  not  providing  buildings  for  the  reception  of 
the  labouring  classes — nor,  indeed,  at  such  places  as  the  new  Cannon- 
street  could  they  do  so.  They  had,  therefore,  to  seek  for  other 
and  more  fit  spots,  where  the  smaller  tradesmen  might  profitably 
carry  on  business.  The  proposition  the  committee  had  then  tbe 
honour  of  making  to  the  Court  was  the  fittest  they  could  adopt 
under  the  circumstances,  and  the  first,  indeed,  of  the  kind  they  had 
had  the  opportunity  of  making.  The  persons  living  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  newly  proposed  line  of  street  leading  from  Farringdon- 
Btreet  to  Coppice-row,  Clerkenwell,  occupied  dwellings  of  the  most 
inferior  kind,  and  by  their  removal  much  good  would  be  efiected,  so 
that  it  would  be  seen  that,  instead  of  the  corporation  making  a  waste 
of  the  neighbourhood,  they  would  accommodate  with  far  better 
dwellings  the  inhabitants  of  the  locality.  It  was  quite  clear  to  every 
one  that,  in  consequence  of  the  extension  of  sanitary  improvements, 
large  expenses  had  been  entailed  upon  landlords,  who  could  not  repay 
themselves  by  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  government  in  removing 
buildings  approached  from  low  gateways,  and  so  densely  populated, 
that  the  air  was  scarcely  ever  of  a  pure  character.  The  question  for 
that  corporation  to  consider  was,  whether  they  would  largely  enter 
upon  this  question  as  a  duty  to  themselves,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  expending  their  reserved  funds,  so  that  the  works,  when 
completed,  might  be  useful  to  the  poorer  classes.  He  would 
shortly  explain  the  powers  they  possessed  as  to  their  control  of  the 
**  Finsbury  Estate  Fund."  In  1845,  proceedings  were  taken  with 
reference  to  the  fund  by  the  corporation,  who,  having  in  view  the 
large  portion  of  revenue  derived  therefrom,  sought  powers  to  enable 
its  members  to  dispose  (through  the  medium  of  its  *'  Improvement 
Committee")  of  the  accumulating  fund  by  the  purchase  of  property. 
That  was  followed  by  a  report  made  by  that  committee,  in  which  the 
desirability  of  obtaining  powers  of  such  a  character  was  distinctly 
recommended,  with  the  view  of  instructing  the  Remembrancer  to 
introduce  them  into  the  Clerkenwell  Improvement  Bill.  Such  clauses 
having  been  agreed  to,  they  were  consequently  appended  to  the 
measure,  and  now  formed  the  12th  and  Idth  sections  of  the  act. 
Projects  of  this  character  had  received  favourable  reception  by 
the  legislature.     The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  had    always    evidenced 
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the  warmest  desire  to  improve  the  working  classes^  and  his  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Albert  had  patronized  model  houses  for  the  poor 
with  an  ardour  worthy  of  his  exalted  character.  The  question,  then, 
was,  would  the  corporation  do  the  same  ?  The  middle  classes  could 
not  do  so  even  with  the  hope  of  profit,  nor  should  they  attempt  to  do 
so  as  a  corporation,  simply  for  the  purpose  of  making  money.  All 
they  should  seek  was  such  a  return  as  would  enable  them  to  keep  the 
premises  in  repair,  and  not  waste  the  property  with  which  they  were 
intrusted.  The  money  received  would  be  put  periodically  into 
the  funds,  and  thus  applied  over  and  over  again  to  the  general 
benefit.  They  ought  to  do  this,  in  his  opinion,  on  an  extensive 
scale.  It  was  no  use  building  one  or  two  houses,  but  to  instruct 
the  architect  to  provide  good  houses  and  shops  in  front,  with 
smaller  ones  well  lighted  and  ventilated  at  the  rear,  furnished,  by 
the  way,  with  water,  and  every  appliance  necessary  for  domestic 
use.  The  question  then  was,  would  the  Court  intrust  to  the 
Committee  the  disposal  of  42,469/.  3*.  ?  (Cries  of  **  Yes.")  Many 
remarks  as  to  the  existence  of  knacker's  yards  in  that  vicinity 
had  been  made  by  the  public  press,  but  he  was  glad  to  say 
that,  by  the  erection  of  these  buildings  upon  such  a  site,  the  boiling- 
houses  would  be  put  down,  and  the  interests  of  the  poor  residing  out 
of  the  boundary  of  the  city  of  London  would  be  considered*  What 
they  had  to  do.  was  to  see  that  they  so  built  and  let  these  houses  as 
to  keep  enough  to  maintain  them  in  repair,  and  he  was  confident  that 
by  adopting  the  report,  and  thus  confiding  in  the  committee,  they 
would  be  doing  an  immense  amount  of  good,  in  aiding  the  humane 
and  proper  considerations  of  the  promoters  of  sanitary  reform,  while 
they  would  furnish  to  many  persons  who  might  be  driven  from  the 
localities  they  used  to  reside  in,  much  more  comfortable  abodes  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  previous  residences. 

Deputy  Bedfobd  seconded  the  motion.  He  considered  that  build- 
ings of  this  character  had  long  been  required  in  the  city  of  London. 

Mr.  H.  Blake  asked  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  combine  a  system  of  baths  and  washhouses  with  the  dwell- 
ings for  the  use  of  the  poor? 

Mr.  T.  H.  Hall  said,  the  committee  were  waiting  for  information 
from  Alderman  Salomons,  who  had  promised  to  place  before  them 
the  result  of  his  inquiries  into  the  effect  of  what  had  been  already 
done.  The  system  of  baths  and  washhouses  could  be  accom]]4ished 
without  any  application  to  Parliament. 

Mr.  H.  Blake  congratulated  the  Court  upon  the  admirable  pro- 
position which  had  been  communicated  in  the  report,  and  upon  the 
warm  manner  in  which  It  had  been  received.  He  considered  that 
the  proposed  disposal  of  the  funds  was  exactly  adapted  to  the  condi- 
tions upon  which  the  money  was  given  in  trust  to  the  corporation. 
He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  committee  had  not  taken  any  great 
credit  to  themselves  for  what  they  had  done,  and  he  trusted  that  the 
Court  would  act  with  similar  prudence,  and  not  claim  for  themselves 
any  extraordinary  praise  for  what  they  had  done  at  the  eleventh 
hour. 
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Mr.  NoRRfs  had  no  objection  to  the  report,  but  he  thought  the 
committee  were  bound  to  submit  the  site  and  plan  of  the  projected 
buildings  to  the  Court  for  approval. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Hall  briefly  replied.  He  considered  that  the  report 
was  the  commencement  of  an  extensive  system  by  which  the  commu- 
nity would  be  greatly  benefited.  If  the  Court  agreed  upon  the  sub- 
ject, the  committee  would  by  and  by  come  forward  with  many  more 
suggestions.  Some  objections  had  been  anticipated  from  the  parish 
in  which  the  buildings  were  proposed  to  be  erected,  but  it  must  be 
admitted  that  it  would  be  more  desirable  to  have  at  the  back  of  a 
street  in  which  large  houses  and  shops  were  constructed,  respectable 
habitations  for  the  poor,  whose  labour  was  so  essential  to  all,  than 
the  miserable,  filthy,  unhealthy  tenements  which  at  present  abounded. 

The  report  was  then  unanimously  agreed  to. 


WINDSOR  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF 
THE  LABOURING  CLASSES. 

On  Monday  the  Idth  of  October,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Royal 
Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes  took 
place  at  Clay  Hall  Farm,  near  Windsor,  his  Royal  Highness  Prince 
Albert,  the  president  of  the  association,  occupying  the  chair,  sup- 
ported by  General  Wemyss,  the  Marquis  of  Abercom,  Colonel  Reidi 
M.P.,  and  the  elite  of  the  gentry  of  Buckinghamshire. 

A  vast  concourse  of  spectators,  chiefly  of  the  middle  classes,  were 
also  present.  Although  the  event  was  fixed  for  four  o'clock,  the  field 
was  crowded  long  before  two,  the  spectators  amusing  themselves  by 
watching  a  ploughing  match,  as  that  agricultural  pursuit  formed  one 
of  the  eight  classes  to  which  rewards  were  distributed.  Clay  Hall 
Farm  originally  belonged  to  Mr.  C.  S.  Cantrell,  of  Windsor,  but  it  was 
purchased  by  his  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  and  a  portion  of  it 
added  to  the  Home  Park,  the  remainder  being  about  to  be  devoted  to 
agricultural  purposes,  on  the  *«  high-farming"  system. 

The  place  selected  was  about  400  yards  from  the  Long  Avenue, 
where  a  large  marquee  was  erected  for  the  reception  of  the  Prince. 
Around  it  were  smaller  tents  containing  the  agricultural  produce 
forwarded  for  inspection,  and  specimens  of  cottage  handicraft,  such  as 
spinntng,  knitting,  needle-work,  carpenters'  work,  basket-making,  ftc, 
forming,  in  fact,  a  kind  of  exhibition  of  domestic  industry ;  no  very 
formidable  rival  to  the  National  Exposition,  but  sufllciently  interest- 
ing to  those  who  had  at  heart  the  objects  of  the  association — ^vis.,  the 
encouragement  of  prudent  and  economical  habits,  sobriety,  cleanli- 
ness, and  industry,  amongst  the  labouring  classes,  whether  industrial 
or  agricultural.     A  military  band  was  in  attendence. 

The  field  committee  consisted  of  Major-Qeneral  Wemyss,  Colonel 
F.  Seymour,  W.  H.  Wrench,  Esq.,  the  Rev.  S.  Nevflle,  the  Rev. 
T.  T.  Carter,  Mr.  C.  S.  Canlrell,  Mr.  Hughes,  H.  Foley,  Esq.,  R. 
Mangles,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Lucena.  In  front  of  the  pavilion 
a  semicircle  was  formed  by  the  children  of  the  Cumberland  Ragged 
School,  to  many  of  whom  prizes  were  awarded  for  works  of  domestic 
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industry,  M^hile  small  gratuities  were  promised  to  those  whose  teachers 
should  report  most  favourably  of  their  applicatioDi  cleanliness^  and 
general  good  conduct* 

At  a  few  minutes  to  four  hia  Royal  Highness  arrived  on  horse- 
back, and  having  tal^en  the  chair  amidst  loud  cheersy  the  report  was 
read  by  H»  Wrench,  hon*  secretary. 

From  this  document  it  appeared,  that  the  objects  of  the  association 
were  to  make  domiciliary  visits  to  the  cottages  of  the  labouring 
classes,  and  according  to  their  merits  to  recommend  them  as  candi- 
dates for  prices  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association.  The  present 
condition  of  the  society  was  very  prosperous,  although  from  the 
number  of  candidates  the  committee  did  not  feel  themselves  justified 
in  assigning  rewards  of  any  great  amount.  The  good  which  had  been 
effected  in  the  various  parishes  where  this  system  had  been  carried 
out  was  snfiiciently  evident,  and  they  trusted,  that  when  it  became 
more  generally  known,  and  its  objects  more  fully  appreciated,  the 
association  would  receive  that  general  support  which  its  objects  and 
entei-prise  deserved.  The  report  i*eeomniended  also  that  the  system 
of  domiciliary  visitation  should  be  commenced  earlier  in  the  year,  and 
more  continuously  observed,  as  by  that  means  the  general  and  uniform 
good  conduct  df  those  recommended  would  be  ensured.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  reading  of  this  document,  his  Royal  Highness  proceeded 
to  distribute  the  prizes,  which  consisted  of  small  sums  varying  from 
IO5.  to  \l.  15^.,  under  the  following  heads,  viz.  :-^ 

To  the  labourers  who  had  brought  up  their  families  in  honest, 
sober,  and  industrious  habits  without  parish  relief,  except  in  cases  of 
sickness. 

To  the  widow  of  a  labourer  who  had  brought  up  his  family  in 
honest,  sober,  and  industrious  habits,  whether  with  or  without  parish 
relief. 

To  families  distinguished  for  cleanliness  and  tidiness  in  house  and 
person. 

To  well  educated  servants,  male  or  female,  who  have  lived  for  the 
longest  period  of  service  in  the  same  situation. 

To  the  best  cultivators  of  gardens  or  allotments,  being  al»o  persons 
of  honest,  sober,  find  good  moral  character. 

Prizes  were  also  given  to  the  ploughmen  who  had  most  creditably 
acquitted  themselves  in  the  performances  of  the  day,  and  to  labourers 
for  the  best  collection  of  vegetables,  approved  specimens  of  handicraft, 
and  needlework.  One  of  the  principal  prizes  for  needlework  was, 
curiously  enough,  awarded  to  a  drummer  of  the  infantry  regiments 
stationed  at  Windsor;  and  rewards  were  granted  to  nearly  all  the 
children  of  the  ragged  schools  of  the  town,  for  the  ability  they  had 
displayed  in  various  branches  of  industry.  The  prises  to  the  plough- 
men were  of  the  most  variable  character,  ranging  from  2/«  5st  to  5f. 

At  the  close  of  the  distribution,  his  Royal  Highness  proceeded  to 
the  marquee,  where  the  articles  of  the  exhibitors  were  placed.  He 
inspected  the  whole  of  them  with  great  minuteness  and  apparent 
interest,  and  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  of  the  ingenuity  and 
skill  which  they  had  exhibited.  His  Royal  Highness  then  returned 
to  the  Castle  amidst  the  enthusiastic  cheering  of  the  assembly. 
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In  the  eTening  the  members  of  the  society  dined  together  at  the 
White  Hart  Hotel,  Major-General  Wemyss  presiding.  The  speakers 
confined  themselves  to  the  discussion  of  matters  connected  with 
agriculture  and  the  industrial  arts,  and  made  no  reference  whatever 
to  party  politics. 

At  this  meeting  the  healths  of  her  Majesty  and  Prince  Albert  (the 
patron  of  the  society)  were  drunk  in  the  most  cordial  manner. 


ON  SICK  CLUBS  AND  BENEFIT  SOCIETIES. 

{From  Chamben*8  Papen  for  the  People,) 

Another  class  of  societies  of  great  importance  embraces  those  in 
which  provision  is  made  against  sickness  and  death.  These  societies 
propose  simply  to  afford  a  good  return  for  money  invested;  for  no 
benefits  can  accrue  from  them  unless  by  the  occurrence  of  events 
which  all  men  would  probably  avoid  if  they  could,  and  to  which  even 
the  best  of  us  cannot  look  forward  without  apprehension  and  awe. 
The  artist  and  the  artisan — the  professional  man  and  the  labourer — all, 
in  fact,  who  are  dependent  upon  the  sweat  of  their  brow  and  (the 
term  maybe  appropriately  used)  the  sweat  of  their  brain,  are  placed 
during  sickness  in  a  far  diffei*ent  position  from  those  whose  income  is 
derived  from  property.  To  all  working  men  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  when  sickness  diminishes  their  income  and  in- 
creases their  expenditure,  they  may  not  be  without  some  new 
resource  in  that  day  of  need ;  and  when  death  calls  them  hence, 
that  their  wives  and  families  may  not  be  left  to  a  certain 
public  or  an  uncertain  private  charity.  To  provide  such  re- 
sources it  is  imperative  on  all  such  men  '<to  work  while  it  is 
day,  for  the  night  cometh  when  no  man  can  work.**  It  is  a  duty, 
public  as  well  as  private;  for  no  man  is  justified  in  placing  himself 
and  his  children  in  a  position  calculated  to  make  them  burdensome 
to  society,  when  the  means  of  avoiding  such  an  evil  as  well  as  such  a 
degradation  are  within  his  reach. 

Friendly  societies  have  been  established  chiefly  with  the  view  of 
providing  against  sickness ;  but  their  history  is  a  sad  page  in  the 
record  of  humanity.  With  the  best  motives  and  the  most  laudable 
ends,  their  promoters,  chiefly  working  men,  erred  grievously,  but  not 
intentionallyi  in  their  calculations,  and  the  result  was  disappointment 
and  loss.  When  we  consider  how  irregular  and  uncertain  sickness  is, 
and  what  a  vast  amount  of  laborious  and  patient  research,  combined 
with  the  most  minute  calculations,  is  necessary  to  arrive  at  even  an 
approximation  to  the  expected  amount  of  sickness,  we  need  not  be 
surprised  that  men  unaccustomed  to  such  investigations  should  err, 
and  that  with  economy  in  view  they  should  err  on  the  wrong  side. 
There  is  no  study  that  requires  from  its  followers  a  greater  amount 
of  patience,  of  long-protracted  inquiry,  and  of  caution  in  stating 
results,  than  the  science  of  statistics.  It  is  very  easy  to  collect  a  few 
facts,  make  a  few  calculations,  and  produce  plausible  results,  but  if 
these  stand  the  test  of  experience  it  is  owing  purely  to  accident.  When 
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such  attempts  are  made  by  schoolboys  as  mere  lessons  in  arithmetic 
they  are  perhaps  useful,  but  when  applied  to  the  actual  business  of 
life  they  become  <'  a  mockery,  a  delusion,  and  a  snare." 

Though  these  friendly  societies  have  existed  in  our  country  for  more 
than  a  century,  it  is  only  recently  that  efficient  steps  have  been  taken 
to  place  them  on  a  stable  foundation.  Many,  we  might  perhaps  say 
the  majority,  are  still  unsafe,  and  can  never  realize  the  expectations 
of  their  members.  It  is  indeed  very  distressing  to  notice  in  the  his- 
tory of  these  societies  the  utter  blindness  continually  manifested  to 
the  causes  of  their  failure,  and  the  reluctance  with  which  their  pro- 
moters and  members  listen  to  the  warnings  of  experience  or  the  advice 
of  friends.  Manyparliamentarycommitteeshaveconsidered  the  subject; 
but  their  able  reports,  and  the  valuable  evidence  that  accompanied  them, 
have  done  less  service  than  might  reasonably  have  been  expected.  One 
of  those  committees,  so  far  back  as  1825,  reported  most  unfavourably 
of  the  tables  of  sickness,  &c.,  of  the  Highland  Society,  which  were 
then  usually  taken  as  the  guide  for  these  societies.  But  no  other 
table  was  given  in  its  place,  and  the  societies  continued  to  adopt  it  in 
spite  of  warning  and  failure.  In  1835,  Mr.  Ansell  published,  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Know- 
ledge, an  excellent  work  on  the  subject,  in  which  other  tables,  founded 
on  experience,  as  far  as  it  could  be  collected,  were  given.  But  neither 
of  these  appears  to  have  been  safe ;  for  in  a  pamphlet  on  the  subject 
published  this  year  by  F.  G.  Neison,  Esq.,  the  celebrated  London 
actuary,  itis  shown  that  the  results  of  both  these  tables  are  below  the 
Hctual  truth.  The  former  two  tables  were,  no  doubt,  founded  on  facts ; 
but  these  facts  were  not  sufficiently  numerous  to  afford  a  broad  enough 
basis  for  generalization.  Thus,  according  to  the  Highland  Society's 
table,  the  annual  amount  of  sickness  each  year  to  each  person  was 
estimated  to  be,  at  20  years  of  age,  4  days;  30  years,  4  days  8  hours; 
40  years,  5  days  7  hours;  50  years,  9  days  13  hours;  60  years,  16 
days  10  hours;  70  years,  74  days  22  hours ; — while  in  the  tables  of 
Mr.  Ansell  the  sickness  was  calculated  at  from  24  to  44  per  cent, 
more  than  the  above;  and  in  the  tables  of  Mr.  Neison  from  5  to  23 
per  cent,  more  than  those  of  Mr.  Ansell.  In  other  words,  if  a  society 
consisting  of  100  members,  say  30  years  of  age  each,  were  established 
on  the  basis  of  the  tables  of  the  Highland  Society,  and  that  they  pro- 
posed to  allow  each  member  Is.  per  day  during  sickness — the  pay- 
ment to  be  fixed  according  to  the  expected  rate  of  sickness — the  result 
would  be  that  at  the  end  of  the  first  year,  instead  of  having  paid  only 
about  21/.  as  anticipated,  the  payments  would  have  amounted  to 
about  30/.  The  ruin  of  such  a  society  is  apparent.  Accordingly, 
very  few  of  these  societies  have  lasted  many  years;  they  have  l^en 
bolstered  up  from  time  to  time  by  fines,  special  contributions,  &c«  &c. ; 
but  few,  if  any,  have  adopted  the  effectual  mode  of  raising  their  pay- 
ments to  an  adequate  scale.  This  course  has  in  too  many  cases  been 
persisted  in  by  the  managers  and  members,  more  through  a  reckless 
confidence  in  themselvss  than  through  ignorance  of  the  dangers  they 
were  encountering.  A  striking  proof  of  this  was  given  by  H.  B.  Ker, 
Esq.|  a  barrister,  in  his  evidence  given  on  30th  May,  1850,  before  the 
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•elect  eonmittee  of  the  Houie  of  Commons  oq  the  MTings  of  the 
middle  aod  vorking  claaaes*  He  vas  asked — <*  Do  you  believe  thai 
the  question  of  self-go  vera  men  t  of  these  societies — namelyy  that  of 
electing  their  own  managers— enters  in  any  degree,  hovpever  small, 
into  the  consideration  of  the  advisability  or  uoadvlsability  of  increas- 
ing the  facilities  for  forming  these  associations?"  His  reply  was  very 
striking,  and  deserves  to  be  well  considered  by  the  working  classes  of 
this  country,  for  it  is  a  statement  not  of  opinion,  but  of  a  sad  fact  not 
at  all  creditable  to  themselves :  <<  Very  little  indeed,  as  far  as  my  ex* 
perience  goes.  I  may  state  that  the  honourable  chairman  and  myself 
belonged  to  a  society  for  many  years,  and  we  collected  very  valuable 
information  indeed  upon  all  friendly  societies,  and  upon  all  similar 
institutions*  and  nothing  could  furnish  a  greater  mass  of  proof  of  mis- 
management and  waste  and  miserable  loss  of  money  than  the  informa- 
tion we  collected  at  some  dOO/.  or  1000/.  expense,  and  which  we  printed 
and  circulated  without,  I  believe,  producipg  one  per  cent,  improve- 
ment on  those  institutions.  I  was  very  sanguine  the  other  way."  A 
more  specific  case  of  benefits  offered  on  too  low  calculations  exists  in 
the  Manchester  Unity  of  Odd  Fellows.  This  unity  is  the  greatest  of 
the  kind  that  has  ever  exbted  in  this  country.  It  numbers  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  million  of  members,  spread  all  over  the  country,  and 
its  income  exceeds  300,000/1 — a  gigantic  union,  originating  in  the  best 
feelings  of  humanity,  and  calculated,  if  well  managed  on  a  sound  basis, 
to  exercise  a  highly  beneficial  influepce  on  the  people  of  this  countr)'. 
The  benefits  offered  are— I.  An  allowance  of  lOa.  per  week  during 
sickness;  2.  A  payment  of  10/.  at  the  death  of  a  member;  and 
3.  A  payment  of  6/.  at  the  death  of  a  member's  wife.  To  secure 
these  the  annual  average  payment  from  each  member  is  1/.  2s.  9dL; 
but  Mr.  Neison  has  shown  that  these  benefits  can  be  secured  only  by 
a  payment  of  uot  less  than  1/.  10«.  5d,  per  anpum.  The  result  is 
obvious.  The  society  will  go  on  prosperously  until  the  members  be- 
come old,  and  the  claims  on  the  funds  beavyi  and  then  another  sad 
failure  will  be  added  to  the  long  list. 

Many  acts  of  parliament  have  been  passed  from  time  to  time  for 
the-regulation  of  friendly  societies;  but  they  did  not  touch  the  crying 
evil — want  of  accuracy  in  the  tables.  The  most  recent  act,  however, 
13  &  14  Victoria,  cap.  115,  provided  that  the  rules  and  tables  of 
every  friendly  society  shall  be  certified  by  an  experienced  actuary, 
who  must  declare  that  the  tables  <'  may  be  fairly  and  safely  adopted/' 
and  that  they  <f  fairly  represent  the  interest  of  members  entering  at 
those  years  or  terms  of  age,  without  prejudice  to  any.**  This  pro- 
vision it  is  hoped  will  prove  effectual,  and  place  all  future  societies  of 
the  kind  on  a  safe  and  permanent  basis.  It  may  be  said,  thatit  is  only 
recently  that  such  a  provision  could  be  introduced^  in  consequence  of 
the  paucity  of  the  knowledge  of  even  the  most  eminent  actuaries  oa 
the  subject.  The  results  to  which  they  have  now  arrived  may  be 
shortly  stated.  The  causes  that  produce  sickness  are  exceedingly 
varied  and  complex ;  but  three  of  these  can  be  immediately  grasped 
by  statistksal  inquiry— -namely,  age,  occupation,  and  residence.  The 
first  of  these  has  often  been  nagleetedt  for  in  mnay  scKuetie^  the 
young  have  had  to  pay  just  as  much  as  the  old,  while  the  latter  have 
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absorbed  nearly  all  the  benefits.  The  effects  of  the  other  two  are  not 
8o  marked  in  the  historj  of  these  societies,  because  many  of  them 
have  usually  been  composed  of  people  in  the  same  trade  and  locality. 
The  tables  arrived  at  from  their  experience  are  of  little  use  as  applied 
generally ;  for  example,  the  tables  of  a  society  in  a  healthy  rural  dis- 
trict would  be  a  bad  guide  for  a  society  in  a  large  and  comparatively 
unhealthy  town ;  and  the  experience  of  a  body  of  shoemakers  would 
lead  astray  a  society  formed  of  miners.  The  tendency,  however,  of 
these  societies  is  to  embrace  all  kinds  of  artisans,  and  to  adopt  a  general 
table  founded  on  the  experience  of  the  whole  country.  This  is  the 
course  that  has  been  pursued  by  insurance  companies  whose  premiums 
are  fixed  at  a  general  scale,  and  only  modified  by  special  circumstances. 
In  Mr.  Nelson's  work,  <'  Contributions  to  Vital  Statistics,"  the 
average  amount  of  sickness  to  each  person  annually,  at  the  age  of  ^2, 
is  estimated  as  follows  :^ — 

Days.  Hours. 

Rural  districts  (popalstion  under  5000) 6  1 

Town      ...      (population  5000,  and  under  30,000}    6  12 

City         ...      (population  upwards  of  30,000) 8  1 

Total 6  11 

Again,  from  the  experience  of  the  Manchester  Unity  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, the  following  table  has  been  made  up,  illustrative  of  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  sickness  experienced  by  persons  in  various  trades ; 
and  though  founded  on  a  limited  range  of  facts,  it  is  yet  highly  in- 
teresting $md  instructive: — 

Age  30  to  4(k 

Blacksmiths    8  weeks  4  days. 

Bricklayers,  Plasterers,  and  Slaters    8     ...    6    ... 

Carpenters  9 

Agncnltural  labourers  10     ...     I    ... 

Town  and  city  labourers  10     ...     5    ... 

Mill  operatives  7     ...     1    ... 

Miners 15     ...    4    ... 

Plumbers,  Painters,  and  Glaziers...     8      ...    4    ... 

Serrants  7      ...    4    ... 

Shoemakers 8     ... 

Spinners  9      ...    3    ... 

'    Stonemasons    11      ...    2   ... 

Tailors 9      ...    4    ... 

Weavers  10     ...    4    ... 

An  examination  of  these  tables,  and  a  consideration  of  the  vast 
amount  of  experience  and  investigation  on  which  they  are  founded, 
will  easily  explain  why  so  many  societies,  unaided  by  such  experience, 
or  unwilling  to  acknowledge  it,  have  gone  so  far  astray. 

Another  case  of  failure  has  been  the  excessive  amount  expended  in 
management.  If  the  management  of  a  large  public  office — say  that 
of  an  insurance  company  or  bank*— be  compared  with  that  of  a  friendly 
society,  the  contrast  will  appear  very  striking.  In  the  one  case  there 
are  no  unnecessary  offices  or  officers,  no  complication  of  business  by 
means  of  signs  and  symbols,  and  no  waste  of  time  or  money  in  mere 
display ;  while  in  the  latter  the  offices  and  officers  are  usually  not  only 
too  numerous,  but  too  frequently  changed ;  there  are  often  absurd  and 
wasteful  forms  and  ceremonies  kept  up,  and,  in  too  many  cases,  large 
sunos  are  ei^travagantly  spent  in  processions,  dinners^  decorations,  and 


Age  40  to  50. 

13  weeks  1  day. 

18  ... 

6  ... 

10  ... 

5  ... 

14   ... 

I  ... 

14   ... 

6  ... 

12   ... 

25   ... 

4  ... 

17   ... 

5  ... 

10   ... 

3  ... 

12   ... 

18   ... 

3  ... 

16   ... 

3  ... 

12   ... 

13   ... 

6    ... 
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useless  paraphernalia.  This  is  strikingly  exemplified  in  the  Man- 
chester Unity.  The  total  receipts  of  this  association  in  1844  were 
325,200/.  lU.  ld.y  and  the  total  expenditure  was  241,603^  16i.  9dL, 
of  which  no  less  than  71,420/.  16i.  4d.y  or  not  much  under  one-third, 
was  for  expense  of  management  alone. 

The  safe  investment  of  the  funds  is  of  primary  importance  to  all 
friendly  societies.  Many  have  suffered  severel/y  and  others  have 
been  totally  ruined  by  bad  investments ;  but  it  is  a  cheering  sign  that 
every  year  witnesses  an  increase  in  the  number  of  those  who  invest 
their  funds  in  the  savings  bank.  On  November  20, 1828,  the  amount 
held  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt 
belonging  to  friendly  societies  was  142,118/.;  in  1838  it  was  952,768/.; 
and  in  1848  it  had  increased  to  2,003,435/.  The  interest  allowed  on 
these  deposits,  as  specified  in  the  Friendly  Societies  Act  of  1850,  is 
<<  twopence  per  centum  per  diem,"  or  a  little  more  than  3  per  cent  per 
annum. 

There  is  great  reason  to  hope  that  the  future  of  these  societies  will 
wear  a  brighter  aspect  than  their  past.  Sad  experience  has  taught 
many  a  bitter  but  salutary  lesson ;  and  the  recent  legislation  on  the 
subject  will,  as  far  as  legislation  can,  prevent  the  recurrence  of  many 
of  those  evils  that  have  destroyed  society  after  society.    ' 


Donations  and  Subscriptions,  from  the  SOth  of  September , 
to  (he  3lst  of  October,  1851. 

S*  Those  snnii  to  which  (D.)  i*  preflzed  are  Donations  i  all  others  are  Annual  Sabaeriiitions. 


£    a,    d. 


W.  Walker,  Esq.,  Gloacester- 

gardens,  Hyde-park  .  (D.)  25 

C.  S. (D.)  10 

Rev.   Dr.  Cotton,  Worcester 

College,  Oxford    .    .  (D.) 
Abel  Smith,  Esq.,  Woodball- 

park.  Ware.    .    .    .  (D.) 
Gen.  Bradshaw,  Queen  Ann- 

St.,  per  —  Nisbett  .    . 

C.     Dixon,     Esq.,    Stansted, 

Emsworth 

J.  F.  Burnett,  Esq.,  deceased, 

per    Executors,    Crayford, 

Kent 

W.     8.    Portal,    Esq.,    Mais 

Hanger,  Basingstoke      .    . 
P.    Chalmers,    Esq.,   Aldbar 

Castle,  Brechin,  N.  B.  (D.) 
Rev.  G.    Nelson,  Boddicote, 

per  Mr.  Rnshen    ....    0  10 


5    0 


5    0 
2    2 


2    2 


1     1 


1     1 
1     1 


C.  Cobb,  Esq.,  Banbury,  per 

ditto 0  10    0 

R.  Davy,  Esq*«  Ringvood,  per 

Mr.  Wheaton 0  10    0 

Miss     Sweet,     Sussex-place, 

Hyde-park-gardens  ...  0  10    0 

W.  Price,  Esq.,  Reigate    .    .  0  10    0 

Per  Mr.  H,  Martim,  Agent, 
Sir  E.  Filmer,  Bt.,  HP.    ..500 

Rev.  E.  Moore 110 

Sir  John  Croft,  Bt.  ....  1     10 
The  Very  Re?.  Dean  of  Ro- 
chester      10    0 

Lieut-Col.  Williams     ...  1     1    0 

J.  Mercer,  Esq. 0  10    0 

A.  Randall,  Esq 0  10    0 

C.  G.  WhitUker,  Esq.  ...  0  10    0 

Knowles  King,  Esq.     ...  0  10    0 

C.  EUis,  Esq, 0  10    0 


Printed  by  Thomas  C.  Sayill,  at  bis  Office,  No.  4,  Chandos  Street,  in  the  Parish  of 
St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  Westminster,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  published 
by  JoHX  Wood,  at  No.  21,  Exeter  Hall,  Strand,  in  the  same  County,  where  all 
Communications  are  to  be  addressed.>-Sold  by  Seeley,  Fleet  Street ;  Niabet  and  Co., 
Beriien  Street;  and  J.  W.  Parker,  Strand,  London. 
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PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  NOVEMBER. 

Exeter  Hall,  Strand,   . 

The  Meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  on  Monday,  the  17th 
November.  Present — The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  in  the  Chair, 
Major  Little,  Henry  Roberts,  Wm.  Long,  Henry  Blanchard, 
R.  B.  Secley,  F.  H.  N.  GIossop,  and  George  Pearce,  Esquires. 

The  Minutes  of  the  18th  August  and  of  the  20th  October, 
were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Allotment  Agent  reported  that  the  new  allotments  at 
Margate  (thirty-six  in  number)  have  been  completed,  and  all  let, 
and  there  ai*e  still  more  applicants  than  can  be  supplied. 

The  new  land  at  Ramsgate  has  also  been  taken  possession  of, 
and  divided  into  116  allotments,  of  which  100  have  already  been 
let.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hoare,  and  Lieut.-Colonel  Williams,  have 
kindly  undertaken  to  co-operate  with  the  Society  in  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  allotment*. 

The  Agent  had  also  attended  at  Cholesbury,  Rushet  Waste, 
and  Talvvorth,  to  receive  the  rentj,  which,  with  only  two  cxcep* 
tions,  have  been  punctually  paid. 

The  Minutes  of  Eight  Meetings  of  the  Sub-Committee  on 
Dwellings,  were  read  and  confirmed.  In  the  minutes  it  was 
reported  that  John  Knight  and  his  wife,  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  Wash-houses,  George  Street,  Euston  Square, 
were  epgaged  to  superintend  the  Wash-house  and  Buildings  in 
Portpool  liane;  that  the  Family-houses  are  now  all  occupied 
except  one  on  the  basement  story,  and  eight  tenants  have  been 
admitted  to  the  Female-ropms. 

NO.  XCI.  N 
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♦  The.  Siib-Coii|EiUtcd<. having  b«d  an  inUtnatioiiy  that  Ate  three 
proprietors  of  the  White  Hart  public-house  in  Portpool  Lane 
would  be  wilHng  to  dispose  of  their  respective  shares  for  150/. 
each,  they  authorized  the  Secretary  to  see  the  parties,  and  to 
take  other  measures  for  purchaaing  the  same ;  and  they  have  the 
satisfaction  of  stating  that  this  purchase  has  been  effected. 

The  Wash-bouse  in  the  Portpool  Lane  Buildings  was  opened 
on  the  20th  October,  and  1159  persons  have  washed  between 
that  period  and  Saturday  the  15th  instant. 

The  Report  of  the  Inspector  was  presented  to  the  Committee, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  Family  Dwellings  and  the 
Lodging-houses  continue  full,  and  the  st^te  of  the  tenants  and 
inmates  satisfactory. 

Letters  were  read  and  reported  from  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury ; 
Sir  Charles  M.  Burrell,  Bart ;  Marquis  of  Blandford ;  Reverends 
Henry  S.  Barton ;  James  Cottinghara ;  J.  N..  Green  Army tage ; 
W^m.  Hornby ;  Dr.  De  Styrap,  of  Shrewsbury ;  from  Joseph 
Toynbee;  Henry  Austin;  Wm.  Beckfofd;  Oswald  Mosley; 
Wm.  M.  Dansey ;  Edward  Warner ;  Wm.  Long ;  Abel  Smith, 
Esqs. ;  Messrs.  Milne,  Stevens,  Onslow,  Shaw  and  Son,  Wigg 
anc3f  Powqall,  and  a  Friend  to  the  Industrious  Classes,  &c.  &c 


LODGING  HOUSE  ACTS. 

The  Committee  take  this  opportunity  of  informing  the 
friends  of  the  Society,  that  tfio  Lodging  House  Acts, 
with  plain  dii'ections  and  forms  for  putting  them  into 
execution,  adapted  and  arranged  by  Kobt.  A.  Strange, 
Esq.,  are  ready,  and  may  be  had  at  the  office  of  the 
Society,  or  of  Shaw  and  Sons,  Fetter  Lane. 


Notification  as  to  the  Discontinuance  of  the  Use  of  certain  Db- 
scRiPTioNs  of  Cellar  Dwellings,  under  ttie  67th  clause  of  the 
Public  Healeh  Act^  1848,  and  also  a3  to  the  Coiawon  Lodging 
Houses  Act,  1851,  and  the  Liubou ring  Classes  Lodging  Houses 
Act,  1851,  14  &  15  Vict.  caps.  28  and  34.  .. 

The  General  Board  of  Health  take  the  earliest  opportunkj  in  their 
power  to  call  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  67th  flection  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  which  requires  the  discontinuance  of  the  use  of 
Cpllars  as  dwellings  (except  as  therein  described),  and  also  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  (14  &  15  Vict.  c.  34>)  passed  during  the  last  aesiioa 


of  parli$mdnt»  to  encourage  the  inftU^utiop  of  well-ordered  lodging 
|io9$^s  for  the  labouring  clasfe^j  by  which  Act  LopaL  Boards. i^t* 
Health  and  other  local  authorities  are  enabled  to  borrow  money  Cor 
the  iestabliahfuent  of  )iuch  housesy  with  the  approval  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  H^r  Maj^es^y'f^  Tr^asuryi  and  aUo  with  the  approval  pj^ 
^e  General  Bo^rd  of  IJealth.  > 

The  provisions  pf  this  last  Act  should  be  considered  in  connexion 
with  the  powers  conferred  and  duties  charged  on  local  authorities  by) 
the  Act  passed  during  the  last  session^  (14  &  15  Vict  o.  28»)  for  thq 
well-ordering  of  common  lodging  houses, — meaning  the  houses  now  iqi 
use,  and  praeticdly  known  under  that  name« 

All  these  provisions  are  concurrently  directed  against  some  of  the 
ohief  sources  of  physical  pestilence  as  well  as  morad  depravity  among 
the  labouring  population.  The  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Inn 
quiry  into  the  State  of  Crime,  and  the  Means  of  establishing  a  Coui 
stabulary  Force,  showed,  by  evidence  received  from  every  part  of  tb^ 
country,  that  the  common  lodging  houses  form,  in  most  cases,  the  chieC 
hotbeds  of  crime  in  country  towns',  and  it  subsequently  appeared,  frpm 
similar  evidence  set  forth  in  the  First  Sanitary  Report,  that  ovefr 
crowded  and  filthy  lodging  houses  are  the  places  where  epidemiQ 
disease  usually  first  breaks  out,  and  is  the  most  obstinate  and  fatal.    . 

The  evil  influences  of  such  houses  are  not  confined  to  common 
mendicants  or  tramps,  but  seriously  afiect  large  numbers  of  honest  and 
industrious  persons,  such  as  wayfarers  and  handicraftsmen  in  search: 
of  work  or  in  temporary  work,  sailors  returning  to  or  from  their  ships 
or  waiting  for  them,  poor  emigrants,  labourers  in  husbandry,  such  as 
those  who  go  hop-picking,  or  are  seeking  general  harvest  work,  and 
who,  not  having  proper  lodgings  in  farms  or  in  villages  (where  two 
families  are  now  frequently  huddled  into  one  cottage),  are  driven  into 
sheds  or  obliged  to  encamp  in  fields,  and,  as  was  found  during  the  pre«> 
valence  of  the  last  visitation  of  Asiatic  cholera,  were  crowded  into  the 
worst  description  of  common  lodging  houses  in  towns.  Whilst  the 
attention  of  the  union  medical  and  relieving  ofiicer  is  constantly  re- 
quired for  the  relief  of  the  sickness  created  by  the  condition  of  these 
houses,  and  the  consequent  helplessness  and  destitution  among  this 
class  of  lodgers,  the  reports  of  inspectors  and  chaplains  of  prisons  show 
that  the  vigilance  of  the  police  and  constabulary  is  constantly  called 
for  in  these  places,  and  that  the  first  deviation  from  courses  of  honest 
industry,  in  a  large  proportion  of  the  instances  of  delinquency  by 
young  persons  of  honest  parentage,  is  due  to  the  same  influence. 

Among  the  worst  of  the  places  in  which  some  of  the  labouring 
classes  are  driven  to  herd  together  are,  in  many  parts  of  the  country, 
the  beer-shops.  Hitherto,  beer-shops  have  not  been  under  any  magisx 
terial  or  other  supervision;  but,  under  the  Common  Lodging  Houses 
Act,  whenever  a  beer-shop  or  a  part  of  the  house  in  which  a  beer-^ 
shop  is  kept,  is  used  as  a  common  lodging  house,  it  is  to  be  regulated 
under  that  Act. 

The  investigations  into  the  health  of  town  populations,  the  measures 
taken  for  the  relief  of  severe  epidemics,  and  the  house-to-house  visita*^ 
tions  of  (be  elsrgy  and  hoaie^nlissionariesi  have  also  disclosed  the  fa#f 
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ihMi  fiome  of  the  wofit  fonsi  of  hoMw  miieiy  exist  amoi^  tlie  < 
]Nuratirelj  tettled  labonriDg  dasfes  of  towss  crowded  toge&er  in  cellar 
dwdlingf. 

Hitherto  tlie  exeose  or  defence  of  local  adoriDiitratioiis  for  tiiese 
admitted  ftatea  of  miierj  and  depravitj,  and  for  the  continoance  of  a 
condition  of  the  poor  disgraceful  to  a  Christiaa  commnnity,  has  been 
the  want  of  power  or  means  either  to  regulate  the  existing  loc^ng 
konses  or  cellar  dwellings,  or  to  make  other  and  suitable  prorision  for 
the  accommodation  of  their  inmates.  To  attempt  to  diminish  the 
OTercrowding  of  common  lodging  houses  by  ejecting  the  lodgers  with- 
out providing  fitter  habitations,  would,  it  has  been  said,  and  often  very 
justly,  only  increase  the  number  of  miserable  outcasts  who  are  found 
sleeping  in  out^houses  or  in  the  streets.  To  eject  families  dwelling  in 
cellars,  without  any  suitable  provision  for  housing  them,  would  be  to 
force  them  to  overcrowd  upper  rooms,  and  a  doubly  crowded  upper 
room  might  be  even  worse  than  a  less  crowded,  though  damper,  cellar 
dwelling. 

Proof  of  the  evils  produced  under  such  circumstances  has  been 
afforded  id  the  instances  of  the  removal,  under  Local  Acts,  of  wretched 
tenements  to  make  room  for  improvements,  which  have  increased  over* 
crowding  elsewhere,  and  so  aggravated  the  wretchedness  of  the  popu- 
lation removed.  In  the  instance  of  Liverpool,  the  statistical  section 
of  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  having  at 
their  meeting  in  that  town  directed  attention  to  the  wretchedness  of 
the  population  living  in  cellars,  compulsory  powers  were  obtained 
under  a  Local  Act  for  the  summary  ejectment  of  the  inhabitants  of 
cellar  dwellings;  but  when  proceedings  were  taken  to  execute  that 
Act,  it  was  found  that  it  involved  the  unhousing  of  a  population  of 
between  twenty  and  thirty  thousand  people  without  any  provision 
whatsoever  for  their  reception.  The  Board  have  been  informed  that 
under  these  circumstances  the  partial  attempts  to  execute  that  Act 
have  been  attended,  as  might  be  expected,  with  an  increase  of  the  evil 
of  overcrowding  the  upper  tenements ;  and  that  the  want  of  other  pro- 
vision is  proved  by  the  continual  occupation  of  the  police  in  the  re* 
ejection  of  persons  who  have  been  driven  back  into  cellars  declared  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  But  at  the  same  time  the  evidence  in 
the  case  of  Liverpool  shows,  that  without  any  new  legislative  facilities 
for  providing  accommodation  for  the  ejected  inmates  of  overcrowded 
dwellings,  the  demand  for  accommodation  goes  far  to  create  it.  Thus 
Mr.  Fresh  states  in  his  evidence,  •*  By  a  reference  to  the  Liverpool 
lodging-house  registry  above  quoted,  and  by  comparing  the  8533 
lodgers  applied  for  with  the  5627  lodgers  granted,  it  will  be  seen  that 
a  fluctuating  population  of  2906  persons  have  been  displaced 
as  nightly  lodgers  in  nightly  lodging  houses  in  Liverpool."  (This 
number  is  much  understated,  as  it  is  M'ell  known  that  few  of  the 
lodging  house  keepers  ventured  to  apply  for  more  than  a  porlion,  in 
many  instances  not  more  than  one-haUl.  of  the  number  of  lodgers  they 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving.)  «*  There  have  been  no  complaints 
made,  however,  of  inconvenience  sustained  by  the  displacement  of 
these  persons;  and  it  may  be  remarked,  perhaps^  as  a  reason,  that  the 
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nightly  lodging  bouses  seem  to  be  on  the  increase,  as  shown  by  the 
facty  Chat  Dr.  Lyon  Piayfair,  who  made  a  searching  investigetion  into 
the  state  of  the  Liverpool  lodging-houses  in  1845,  only  took  cogni- 
zance of  201  of  these  places,  while  there  are  now  689  of  them  under 
actual  registration.*  The  increase  of  emigration,  however,  in  the  inter* 
vening  years,  has  undoubtedly  augmented  the  demand  for  this  kind 
of  accommodation.*' 

It  is  probable  that  apprehension  of  the  consequences  of  sudden  dis* 
placement  of  the  labouring  poor  may  to  some  extent  have  stood  in  the 
way  of  the  due  execution  of  the  67th  clause  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
— a  clause  by  which  the  use  or  letting  for  dwellings  of  cellars  in  the 
condition  therein  described  is  declared  illegal  in  the  case  of  districts 
to  which  the  Act  may  be  applied  after  the  expiration  of  six  months 
from  the  date  of  such  application,  and  in  all  other  places  and  parishes 
whatsoever  after  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the 
passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

But  now,  by  the  Act  for  the  better  regulation  of  common  lodging 
houses,  local  authorities  are  imperatively  required  to  put  the  existing 
houses  known  by  that  name  under  regulation,  while  by  the  new  Act 
**  to  encourage  the  establishment  of  well-ordered  lodging  houses  for 
the  labouring  classes,"  they  will  be  enabled  to  provide  better  substi- 
tutes for  such  places  than  any  which  now  exist.  By  the  combined 
effect  of  both  these  measures  they  may  secure  the  beneficial  execution 
of  the  law  for  enforcing  the  discontinuance  of  ill-conditioned  cellar 
dwellings,  without  obliging  their  tenants  to  resort  to  hovels  which  are 
unfit  for  human  habitation-.  The  examples  of  improved  dwellings  pre- 
sented to  the  legislature  on  the  passing  of  this  Act  were  the  model 
lodging  houses  and  dwellings  constructed  by  '<  The  Society  for  Im- 
proving the  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes,**  of  which  bis  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Albert  is  the  president,  and  those  of  the  Metro- 
politan Society  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Dwellings  of  the  Labour- 
ing Classes. 

The  omission  of  the  word  '^  common"  in  the  preamble  indicates  the 
wider  purview  of  the  last-recited  Act,  which  should  receive  a  large 
and  remedial  interpretation  co-extensive  with  the  notorious  evils  which 
it  is  intended  to  remedy.  As  in  the  examples  of  model  lodging  houses 
erected  by  voluntary  association,  edifices  may  be  constructed  under 
the  authority  of  this  Act,  not  only  for  single  men,  but  for  labourers 
and  their  families  of  the  class  employed  in  labour  known  to  be  periodic 
or  intermittent  in  the  locality,  and  occupying  sets  of  rooms  or  tene- 
ments for  short  periods,  for  which  rents  are  paid  weekly,  or  at  shorter 
intervals  than  quarterly; — and  for  persons  of  the  labouring  class 
commonly  called  lodgers,  as  distinguished  from  householders  or  rated 
inhabitants. 

It  should  be  kept  steadily  in  view  that  the  policy  of  these  new  legb* 
lative  provisions  is  the  policy  of  prevention;  of  the  prevention . of 
disease  instead  of  its  alleviation  and  cure;  of  the  prevention  of  crime 
instead  of  its  pursuit  and  repression  by  punishment.  In  respect  to 
the  class  of  evils  which  come  more  peculiarly  within  the  cognizance 

*  Of  which  not  more  than  507  wtre  actually  reeeiving  lodgers  in  September,  1851. 
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'6(  the  Board,  tbe  evidence  as  to  the  efficiency  of  well-constructed  and 
Mrell-regulated  model  lodging  houses  and  dwellings  in  the  prevention 
of  epidemic  disease  is  most  satisfactory.  Some  of  the  more  recent 
instances  are  set  forth  in  the  report  by  Mr.  Grainger,  one  of  the 
Board's  medical-inspectors,  "  On  the  state  of  certain  parts  of  the 
Metropolis,  and  the  model  lodging-houses  of  London.'** 

From  this  report  it  appears  that  in  seven  model  establishments,  con- 
taining about  950  persons,  there  was  not  a  single  case  of  Asiatic  cholera 
during  the  recent  visitation  of  that  pestilence,  and  only  a  single  case 
of  typhus  fever  since  they  were  opened ;  whilst  in  some  model  dwell- 
ings for  families,  with  an  average  population  of  550  persons,  there 
had  been  only  one  death  from  fever  during  three  years.  At  the  ordi- 
nary rate  of  sickness  and  mortality  from  typhus  amidst  town  popula- 
tions there  would  have  been,  in  this  number  of  persons,  more  than 
fifty  cases  of  fever,  and  not  less  than  six  or  eight  deaths  annually. 
The  general  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  model  Fodging  houses  has 
been  in  marked  contrast  with  that  of  the  labouring  classes  resident  in 
contiguous  common  dwellings.  Their  health  appears,  indeed,  to  have 
been  much  better  than  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  continue,  unless 
greater  improvement  be  yet  effected  in  the  ventilation  and  improved 
quality  of  water  supply  of  even  these  superior  dwellings,  and  unless 
other  improvements  be  effected,  extending  beyond  the  lodging  houses 
themselves  to  the  neighbourhood,  to  the  places  of  work  of  the  inmates, 
and  to  the  complete  cleansing  of  yards,  streets,  and  open  spaces  con- 
nected with  dwellings  in  general.  The  recent  experience,  however, 
of  the  working  of  the  model  lodging  houses  and  dwellings  is  in  full 
accordance  with  longer  experience,  as  to  the  complete  prevention  of 
the  spontaneous  origin  of  typhus  or  gaol  fever  in  well-constructed  and 
well-regulated  prisons  and  public  establishments, .  where  the  occur- 
rence of  such  severe  epidemics  as  now  prevail  regularly  in  the 
dwellings  of  the  working  classes,  and  frequently  decimate  their  inhabi- 
tants, would  excite  public  alarm,  and  lead  to  serious  investigation  of 
their  causes.  It  has  been  reported  to  the  Board,  that  the  execution 
of  regulations  for  the  enforcement  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation,  and 
the  prevention  of  over-crowding,  in  existing  common  lodging  houses, 
consequent  on  registration,  has  occasioned  in  many  of  them,  from 
which,  while  unimproved,  fever  was  rarely  absent,  an  exemption  from 
disease  proportioned  to  the  improvements  which  have  been  made. 
Thus  it  is  stated  by  Dr.  Duncan,  in  his  Report  on  the  lodging  houses 
in  Liverpool,  (quoted  in  the  Board's  Report  on  Cholera,  Appendix  A. 
page  114),  that  ''with  regard  to  registered  (meaning  regulated) 
lodging  houses^  in  a  certain  number  whose  history  I  have  been  enabled 
to  trace,  about  150  cases  of  fever  occurred  annually  previous  to 
registration  (excluding  years  of  severe  epidemic  visitation^  such  as 
1847).  During  last  year  the  cases  of  cholera  in  those  houses  were 
ninety-eight.  In  estimating  the  value  of  this  fact,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  total  cases  of  fever  in  the  town  in  the  years  when  150 
6ases  occurred  in  the  lodging  houses  (unregistered)  were  only  about 

*  Presented  to  ParUament  and  orders  to  b«  prioM  Qtt  th«  19Ui  of  Jane,  lasi. 
(Sessiooal  numt>er  388. 
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5000;  Whilst  lost  year  there  were  not  less  than  10,000  cases  of  cholera 
in  town,  and  only  ninety-eight  in  the  same  houses  registered  and  under 
sanitary  inspection.  So  that  ii\  fact  the  cliolera  in  the  houses  after 
registration  was  only  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  three,  as  compared 
with  fever  before  registration."  The  coroner  for  Manchester  speaks 
from  experience  of  the  great  superiority  of  the  worst  class  of  registered 
lodging  houses  to  the  cellars  and  dwellings  of  the  poorest  classes, 
which  arc  without  any  supervision. 

The.  General  Board  has  received  from  Local  Boards  frequent 
applications  for  advice  as  to  the  course  to  be  taken  in  certain  cases 
for  putting  in  force  the  53rd  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  which 
authorizes  them,  wherever  it  shall  appear,  upon  the  report  of  their 
surveyor,  that  any  house  built  before  or  after  the  passing  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  is  without  a  proper  watercloset,  or  an  ashpit, 
furnished  with  proper  doors  and  coverings,  to  direct  one  to  be  made. 
In  these  cases,  however,  which  have  occurred  chiefly  in  manufacturing 
towns  of  rapidly  increasing  population,  there  are  whole  rows  and 
streets  of  houses  built,  nol  only  without  proper  conveniences,  but 
without  any  vacant  space  being  left  in  or  near  the  premises  wherein 
such  conveniences  could  be  constructed.  The  whole  population  a^e 
therefore  compelled  to  use  the  open  public  spaces  before  their  own 
hoQses,  or  contiguous  to  other  houses  in  the  town,  by  which  nuisances 
are  created,  and  the  health  of  the  population  deteriorated.  It  has 
been  determined  at  common  law  to  be  a  common  nuisance,  and 
indictable,  to  divide  a  messuage  in  a  town  for  poor  people  to  inhabit, 
by  which  it  will  be  more  dangerous  in  times  of  infection,*  and  the 
common  law  remedy  by  indictment  is  still  available  against  the 
owners  of  tenements  which  are  a  nuisance. 

It  was  decided  by  Mr.  Justice  Littledale,  in  the  case  of  the  King 
V.  Pedley,  temp.  1834,  Ist  Adolphus  and  Ellis,  622:— 

*'That  if  the  owner  of  land  erect  a  building  which  is  a  nuisance,  or 
of  which  the  occupation  is  likely  to  produce  a  nuisance,  and  let  the 
land,  he  is  liable  to  an  indictment  for  such  nuisance  being  continued 
or  created  during  the  term. 

*<  So  he  is  if  he  let  a  building  which  requires  particular  care  to 
prevent  the  occupation  from  being  a  nuisance,  and  the  nuisance  occur 
for  want  of  such  care  on  the  part  of  the  tenant. 

"  That  if  a  party  buy  the  reversion  during  a  tenancy,  and  the 
tenant  afterwards  during  his  term  erect  a  nuisance,  the  reversioner  is 
not  liaUle  for  it ;  but  if  such  reversioner  re-let,  or,  having  an  oppor- 
tunity to  determine  the  tenancy,  omit  to  do  so>  allowing  the  niiisancc 
to  continue,  he  is  liable  for  such  continuance. 

^<  And  such  purchaser  is  liable  to  be  indicted  for  the  continuing  of 
the  nuisance  if  the  original  reversioner  would  have  been  liable,  though 
the  purchaser  has  had  no  opportunity  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
tenant's  interest,  or  abating  the  nuisance.'* 

The  Board  feel  strongly  the  necessity  of  provision  being  made  id 
an  amended  Building  Act,  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  the  spread 
of  the  above  evils.    They  have  in  some  cases  advised  newly  appointed 

*  2  Rolls  Abridgment,  139. 
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Local  Boardii,  that  wlicre  several  uf  such  Louses  belonged  to  one 
owner,  it  appeared  to  be  competent  to  them  to  require  him  to  pull 
down  one  oF  the  liouses,  to  gain  room  for  making,  at  the  least,  com* 
motj  proYii^ion  such  as  would  be  required  for  the  rest.  As  these 
tenements  are  usually  occupied  by  workmen  as  lodgers,  brought  into 
the  town  by  the  demands  of  fluctuating  employment,  the  Local 
Board,  in  providing  improved  lodging  houses,  may  fairly  bear  in  mind 
the  condition  of  the  working  population  in  such  cases,  and  afford 
them  relief  from  the  necessity,  as  Dr.  Ferriar,  of  Manchester,  expressed 
it,  of  hiring  disease  for  themselves  and  their  families* 

Local  Boards,  even  if  model  lodging  houses  were  not  self- 
supporting,  might  deem  themselves  justified  in  laying  out  the  public 
money  for  the  prevention  of  charges  on  the  public  consequent  on  the 
continuance  of  the  existing  evils.  The  Board  do  not,  however,  think 
it  necessary  to  take  into  consideration  any  provbion  for  eleemosynary 
aid  in  the  establishment  of  such  houses,  as  it  has  been  found  that, 
under  many  disadvantages  in  respect  to  the  expense  of  constructing 
'new  works,  and  with  heavy  establishment  charges,  the  receipts  from 
model  lodging  houses  constructed  in  the  metropolis  by  voluntary 
association  have  (as  is  also  the  case  with  baths  and  wash-houses 
where  fully  established  and  well  managed),  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
been  remunerative,  though  greatly  increased  accommodation  has 
been  given  at  no  higher  rcnU  than  are  usually  paid  for  inferior 
tenements.  It  appears,  indeed,  that  for  the  worst  tenements  in 
crowded  town  districts  exorbitant  rents  are  exacted;  such  for 
example,  ns  eighteen-pence,  two  shillings,  and  half-a-crown  per  week, 
for  small  single  rooms,  wretchedly  constructed,  and  unprovided  with 
proper  accommodations  of  any  kind;  whilst  it  is  proved  that  rooms 
of  the  same  size,  and  of  the  improved  construction  of  the  model 
dwelling.^  erected  by  Prince  Albert,  of  less  absorbent  material,  with 
hollow  brick  walls,  more  free  from  damp,  drier  and  warmer,  and  with 
every  accommodation  required  for  decency  and  comfort,  may  be  let 
at  a  rate  averaging  a  shilling  a  week  for  each  room,  and  that  thb 
rent  will  sufRce  to  pay  about  seven  per  cent,  on  the  outlay,  after 
deducting  ground- rent,  rates,  and  taxes. 

For  the  information  of  Local  Boards  of  Health,  the  General  Board 
has  directed  an  examination  to  be  made  of  the  existing  model  lodgings 
and  dwellings,  and  plans  and  specifications  to  be  prepared  as  to  their 
expense,  with  such  particulars  of  improvements  in  the  principles  and 
economy  of  construction  as  could  be  collected  from  the  most  recent 
practical  experience.  Copies  of  this  information  will,  when  ready, 
be  transmitted  to  any  of  the  local  authorities  empowered  to  apply  the 
Acts  referred  to,  who  may  be  anxious  for  it,  with  a  view  to  the 
txccution  of  these  measures. 

The  attention  of  Local  Boards  of  Health,  and  of  other  local 
authorities  is  now  requested  to  the  67th  section  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  which  provides  for  the  regulation  or  discontinuance  of  cellar 
dwellings. 
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Public  Heallh  Act,  1848,  (11^12  Vict.  c.  63.)  8.  67. 

And  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  let  or  occupy  or  suffer  to  be  occupied  separately 
as  a  dwelling  any  vault,  cellar,  or  underground  room  built  or  rebuilt  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  or  which  shall  not  haye  been  so  let  or  occupied  before  the 
passing  of  this  Act : 

And  it  shall  not  be  lawfbl  to  let  or  continue  to  let  or  to  occupy  or  suffer  to  be 
occupied,  separately  as  a  dwelling,  any  tault,  cellar,  or  underground  room  what- 
soever,— 
Unless  the  same  be  in  ever^  part  thereof  at  least  seven  feet  in  height,  measured 

from  the  floor  to  the  ceiling  thereof ; 
Nor  unless  the  same  be  at  least  three  feet  of  its  height  above  the  surface  of  the 

street  or  ground  adjoining  or  nearest  to  the  same  ; 
Nor  unless  there  be  ouuide  of  and  adjoining  the  same  vault,  cellar,  or  room, 
and  extending  along  the  entire  fV>ontagc  thereof,  and  upwards  from  six  inches 
below  the  level  of  t^e  floor  thereof  up  to  the  surface  of  the  said  street  or 
ground,  an  open  area  of  at  least  two  feet  and  six  inches  wide  in  every  part ; 
Nor  unless  the  same  be  well  and  effectually  drained  by  means  of  a  drain,  the 
uppermost  part  of  which  is  one  foot  at  least  below  the  level  of  the  floor  of  such 
vault,  cellar,  or  room  i 
Nor  unless  there  be  appurtenant  to  such  vault,  cellar,  or  room  the  use  of  a  water- 
closet  or  privy  and  an  ashpit  furnished  with  proper  doors  and  coverings,  kept 
and  provided  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act ; 
*    Nor  unless  the  same  have  a  fireplace  with  a  proper  chimney  or  flue : 
.    Nor  unless  the  same  have  an  external  window  of  at  least  nine  superficial  feet  in 
area  clear  of  the  sash  fhime,  and  made  to  open  in  such  a  manner  as  shall  be 
approved  by  the  surveyor,  exeept  in  the  case  of  an  inner  or  back  vault,  celli^, 
.  or  ro<>m  let  or  occupied  along  with  a  front  vault,  cellar  or  room,  as  part  of  the 
same  letting  or  occupation,  in  which  case  the  external  window  may  be  of  anv 
dimensions,  not  being  less  than  four  superficial  feet  in  area  clear  of  the  sash 
frame ; 
And  whosoever  lets,  occupies,  or  continues  to  let,  or  knowingly  suffers  to  be 
occupied  for  hire  or  rent,  any  vault,  cellar,  or  underground  room,  contrary  to  this 
Act,  shall  be  liable  for  every  such  offence  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  twenty 
shillings  for  every  day  during  which  the  same  continues  to  be  so  let  or  occupied, 
after  notice  in  writing  from  the  I/>cal  Board  of  Health  in  this  behalf: 

Provided  always,  thnt  in  any  area  adjoining  a  vault,  cellar,  or  underground 
room,  there  may  be  steps  necessary  for  access  to  such  vault,  cellar,  or  room  if  the 
same  be  so  placed  as  not  to  be  over,  across,  or  opposite  to  the  said  external  wii|- 
dow,  and  so  as  to  allow  between* every  part  of  Ruch  steps  and  the  external  wall  of 
such  vault,  cellar,  or  room  a  clear  space  of  six  inches  at  the  least ; 

And  that  over  and  across  any  such  area  there  may  be  sleps  neoessarv  for  access 
to  any  building  above  the  vault,  cellar,  or  room,  to  which  such  area  adjoins,  if  the 
same  be  so  placed  as  not  to  be  over,  across,  or  opposite  to  any  such  external 
window : 

Provided  also,  that  every  vault,  cellar,  or  underground  room  in  which  any  person 
passes  the  night  shall  be  deemed  to  be  occupied  as  a  dwelling  within  the  meaning 
of  this  Act: 

Provided  also,  that  the  provisions  of  this  Act  with  respect  to  the  letting  and 
occupation  of  vaults,  cellars,  and  underground  rooms  shall  not,  so  far  as  the  same 
relate  to  vaults,  cellars,  and  underground  rooms  which  shsU  have  been  so  let  or 
occupied  as  dwellings  before  the  passing  of  this  Act,  come  into  force  or  operation 
until  one  year  from  the  passing  of  this  Act,  nor  within  any  district  until  the 
expiration  of  six  months  from  the  time  when  this  Act  shall  have  been  applied 
thereto : 

And  all  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  shall  from  time  to  time  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act  cause  public  notice  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  with 
respect  to  the  letting  and  occupation  of  vaults,  cellars,  and  underground  rooms, 
to  be  given  in  such  manner  as  may  appear  to  them  to  be  best  calculated  to  make 
the  same  generally  known. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  sectiODi  that  to  let  or  occupy  as  a  dwel^Jing 
any  vault,  cellari  or  underground  room,  built  or  rebuilt  after  9\»i 
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August,  1848^  or  not  let  or  occupied  before  that  date,  h  now  illegal, 
aiul  has  been  so  since  the  end  of  August,  1848.  It  follows,  that  any 
person  letting  or  occupying  any  such  vault,  cellar,  or  underground 
room,  is  liable  to  indictment.  The  section  provides  further,  that  no 
vault,  cellar,  or  underground  room,  which  does  not  fulfil  the  oon- 
diiions  set  forth  in  it,  shall  be  occupied  at  all.  When  there  is  a  Local 
Board  of  Health,  the  section  fixes  a  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  a  day 
'for  every  day  an  underground  room  continues  to  be  occupied  or  let 
for  hire  or  rent,  after  notice  from  the  Local  Board.  This  section 
does  not  apply  to  vaults,  cellars,  or  underground  dwellings  let  or 
occupied  as  such  before  the  passing  of  the  Act,  till  one  year  after  the 
81st  of  August,  1848,  or  in  districts  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
till  six  months  from  the  application  of  the  Act.  It  is  also  to  be 
remarked  that  the  duty  of  making  known  these  regulations  from  time 
io  time  is  imposed  by  the  last  clause  of  the  section  upon  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of 
these  officers  to  take  the  usual  steps  for  giving  publicity  to  the  law 
on  this  most  important  subject. 

The  Board  would  forewarn  the  members  of  Local  Boards,  and 
'Others,  that  the  due  execution  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  will  need 
especial  attention  and  support  against  the  opposition,  indirect  as  well 
as  direct,  which  it  is  matter  of  experience  will  be  raised  against  them 
by  owners  of  the  worst  conditioned  houses,  who  in  most  towns  are 
found  in  array  against  the  introduction  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  or 
the  application  of  its  provisions,  on  the  representation  that  they  will 
eventually  increase  local  expenses,  whereas,  when  properly  executed, 
they  are  found  to  diminish  them.  It  is  moreover  necessary  to  state 
that  the  evils  are  too  large  to  be  completely  met  by  the  legislative 
provisions  referred  to,  and  that  they  will  require  all  the  aid  which 
may  be  rendered  by  voluntary  associations  or  by  private  exertions, 
in  providing  means  for  arresting  the  moral  and  physical  deterioration 
of  the  population  by  ill-constructed  and  overcrowded  dwellings. 

Copies  of  forms  of  notices  for  the  use  of  Local  Boards  in  the 
execution  of  these  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  are  trans- 
mitted herewith,  with  forms  required  under  the  Common  Lodging 
Houses  Act,  and  an  appendix  containing  evidence  extracted  from 
Reports  of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  of  the  Health  of  Towns  Commission, 
and  of  the  Superintending  Inspectors  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
which  will  be  found  fully  to  support  all  that  has  been  said  above  of 
the  mischiefs,  moral  and  physical,  which  are  engendered  and  fostered 
by  common  lodging  houses. 

By  order  of  the  General  Board  of  Health. 

Henry  AtJSTiN,  Secretary. 

General  Board  of  Health,  Whitehall^ 
6th  Kovember,  1851. 


{Prom  the  Morning  Chronicle,  Nov.  21.) 
We  published  on  Saturday  last  a  very  remarkable  document— the 
Notification  by  the  Board  of  Health  for  the  discontinnance  of  cellar 
dwellings,  and   for   the  regulation  of  lodglng^botMes  in  the  138 
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towns  to  which  the  Public  Health  Act  has  been  applied.  It  is  a 
document  which,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  other  official  reports 
to  whi^h  it  refers,  and  on  which  it  is  based,  makes  a  display  of  moral 
and  physical  evil  so  hideous  as  scarcely  to  be  credible  among  a 
Christian  people.  The  scenes  to  which  these  papers*  introduce  the 
reader — scenes,  be  it  remembered,  which  arie  repeated,  night  afler 
night,  in  all  our  larger  towns — reveal  such  hot-beds  of  pollution,  both 
fbr  soul  and  body,  that  our  only  cause  for  wonder  is  the  preservation 
<5f  any  purity — the  regard  for  any  decency — the  care  for  any 
character — or  the  hope  of  any  future,  among  the  labouring  poor  who 
frequent  them.  We  allude,  of  course,  to  the  lodging-houses  of  our 
larger  towns. 

Let  the  reader  imagine  a  dark,  dismal  alley-— tenanted  by  the  out« 
casts  of  society-^fetid  with  the  reeking  odours  of  undraiued  houses 
tind  uncovered  cesspools,  and  lighted  by  such  a  sickly  glare  as  th^ 
sun  can  send  through  the  smoke  of  the  manufactory,  and  through  the 
exhalations  which,  impregnated  with  typhus,  hang  over  the  miserable 
inhabitants.  Amidst  a  noise  of  oaths,  and  curses,  and  street  quarrels^ 
are  a  throng  of  abandoned  women,  of  sickly  children,  of  mothers  that 
have  bartered  their  last  rag  to  be  able  to  enter  the  gin-shop,  and  of 
men,  whose  one  idea  of  business  is  crime,  and  of  pleasure,  orgies  of 
which  !t»is  pollution  but  to  think.  The  scene  is  terrible  enough  in 
the  broad  light  of  day.  But  what  if  we  enter  that  same  alley  towards 
nine  at  night — the  hour  at  which,  by  the  reports  of  those  best 
acquainted  with  the  subject,  it  is  to  be  seen  in  the  perfection  of  its 
misery  ?  What  if  we  penetrate  into  one  of  its  cellar  lodgings — the 
ceiling  scarcely  rising  to  the  level  of  the  streets — no  means  of  venti- 
lation, for  the  one  window  will  not  open — the  air  breathed  and 
rc-breathed,  polluted  and  re-polluted — the  floor  a  filthy  pool,  with 
stepping  bricks  to  the  bed-sides — the  beds  themselves  swarming  with 
the  vilest  and  guiltiest  of  the  population  of  a  vast  city  !  Five  or  six 
of  these  beds  are  the  full  complement  of  the  lodging- room  ;  and  into 
each  of  them  four,  five,  six,  seven,  and,  in  some  cases,  eight  persons 
perhaps  are  thrust — no  distinction  of  sex  attempted— hoary  ruffians 
and  girls  that  have  not  reached  the  limits  of  childhood — fathers  and 
daughters — brothers  and  sisters — married  and  unmarried—the  sick 
and  the  healthy — all,  without  one  thought  of  the  seif-respect  that  even 
a  savage  might  inculcate,  wedged  in  together  to  inhale  and  generate 
fever,  and,  in  too  many  cases,  to  imbibe  a  yet  deadlier  moral  pollutiou. 
It  is  no  overdrawn  picture.  The  "  Appendix  to  the  Notification" 
introduces  us  to  dens  of  misery  surpassing  even  these.  One  report, 
for  example,  describes  a  recently  confined  mother  and  her  infant  lying 
iu  an  unlighted  cellar,  on  straw  saturated  with  water,  and  putrid  with 
filth  ;  another  presents  to  us  courts  of  houses  embracing  areas  of 
floating  animal  and  vegetable  matter ;  and  rooms  whose  ventilation  is 
impriacticable,  even  where  physically  possible,  owing  to  the  beds  being 
occupied  by  those  who  are  sleeping  away  the  last  night's  debauch,  or 
by  vagrants  resting  after  the  fatigues  of  a  journey.  We  read  of  a  bed 
recommended  to  such  as  <'  were  not  too  particular/'  and  already 
tenanted  by  a  girl  delirious  with  scarlet  fever,  and  her  father-^-of 
*  The  Appendix,  &c. 
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'<  uiider-roomsy  with  from  two  to  six  inches  of  water  standing  on  the  ' 
floors,  the  putrid  soakage  of  the  slop-water  in  the  street  adyoining*'— 
of  women  confined  in  places  occnpied  by  twenty  male  lodgers  and 
upwards^  who  never  dream  of  retiring — of  beds,  filling  up  three 
fourths  of  the  room,  the  space  below  them  serving  sometimes  for  a 
coal-cellar,,  but  oflener  as  receptacles  for  every  sort  of  filth — of 
windows  which  cannot  be  opened  on  account  of  the  horrid  stench 
exhaled  from  the  surrounding  atmosphere :  and  of  one  place  where  a 
lodger  fond  of  birds  could  never  keep  one  alive  above  two  or  three 
days.  These  things  arc  common  to  all  the  reports.  There  are 
unique  abominations  which  are  even  worse  than  this.  Such  is 
Barwick's-alley,  in  Dover ;  the  Tunnel,  in  Alnwick ;  Mount  Pleasant^ 
in  Whitehaven  ;  Daw-;;reen,  at  Dewsbury;  Thomas*strect,  in  Brighton 
— the  horrors  of  which  places  it  is  impossible  to  pourtray.  '*  No 
people/'  says  an  intelligent  reporter,  •*  ever  did,  or  ever  could,  live  in 
a  more  beastly  state*  Men,  women,  and  children — the  young  and 
old -7 families,  acquaintances,  and  strangers  lie  down  in  common 
nakedness  together.  There  is  no  form  or  show  of  propriety,  decency, 
or  morality ;  but  at  times  a  vitiating  and  disgusting  bestiality  unknown 
to  savages.''  '*  I  have  seen,"  we  read  in  another  report,  *' seven 
persons  occupying  the  space  of  one  bed ;  two  at  the  head,  two  at  the 
feet,  and  three  under  it ;  girls  of  twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  age  in  the 
same  bed  with  grey-headed  old  men — and  this  in  a^room  with  other 
beds  similarly  occupied.  The  males  strip  themselves  naked  before 
lying  down  ;  the  diseased  slept  with  tlie  healthy ;  and  Momen  are 
confined  and  delivered  in  such  rooms."  So  again  we  find  that,  1000 
cubic  feet  of  air  being  the  usual  prison  allowance,  as  the  least  com- 
patible with  health,  fur  each  inmate,  instances  occur  in  lodging-houses 
where  thirty-five  cubic  feet  were  all  the  allowance  for  each  lodger. 

We  would  fain  persuade  all  those  who  have  any  interest  in  the 
towns  under  the  Health  Act,  to  read  the  Appendix  to  the  Notification 
for  themselves.  We  have  trespassed  as  far  as  we  dared  on  ground 
which  the  public  pre^s  canntt. certainly,  without  a  violation  of  pro- 
priety, do  more  than  skirt.  From  what  we  have  said,  some  idea  may, 
perhaps,  be  formed  of  ^he  festering  mass  of  wickedness  which  seethes 
and  ferments  in  the  lodging-houses  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
reform.  But  darker  and  more  fearful  tales  remain  behind,  to  some  of 
which  we  can  only  distantly  allude.  Incest  and  nameless  crimes  are 
rife  in  those  abominable  dens*  One  short  note  opens  up  a  scene 
which  the  mind  would  fain  believe  impossible.  ''  D.  F.  is  a  widower 
with  one  sleeping  apartment,  in  which  .sleep  his  adult  son  and 
daughter.  The  latter  has  a  bastard  child,  which  she  afiiliates  on  her 
father,  he  on  the  son,  and  the  neighbours  upon  both." 

How  long  in  this  Christian  land  are  such  horrors  to  continue?  To 
make  them  known,  is  clearly  the  first  step  to  their  cure*  If  society 
shuts  its  eyes  to  the  evil,  how  can  it  hope  that  any  adequate  remedies 
will  be  applied?  As  regards  ourselves,  we  heartily  desire  to  give 
fM)me  faint  idea  of  what  the  pollution  is :  and,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining 
that  end,  we  must  take  our  chance  of  shocking  delicacy  or  wounding 
sensibility.  We  shall  speedily  return  to  this  subject,  and  shall  then 
consider  what  remedies  have  been  devised  by  the  Act  of  Parliament 


now  in  force;  <*  for  it  will  ever  be  in  Tain/  as  one  of  the  reporters 
very  sensibly  remarks,  «  to  erect  workhouses,  gaols,  and  hospitals,  or 
to  establish  penal  colonies  for  the  punishment,  reformation,  or  sup- 
pression of  vice,  if  these  places,  which  constitute  the  fountain  head  of 
all  that  is  depraved,  are  left  unregulated.  ^  It  is  like  assenting  to  tf 
sowing  of  the  seed,  but  objecting  afterwards  to  the  crop  ;  and  at  vast 
danger^  trouble^  expense,  and  indignation,  striving  to  uproot  it. 


MODEL  LODGING-HOUSES  IN  BELGIUM. 

The  members  of  the  Society  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the 
Labouring  Classes  will  recognise  with  pleasure  and  gratitude  the  fruits 
of  their  own  efforts  in  the  adoption,  at  Brussels,  of  the  general 
features  and  arrangements  of  the  George-Street  Lodging  House  for 
single  men,  and  will  regard  it  as  one  of  the  practical  proofs  given  in 
the  present  Number  of  ^*  The  Labourer's  Friend,"  that  the  Society, 
as  a  Model  Institution,  is  exercising  a  widely  extended  beneficial 
influence. 

It  is  now  an  admitted  fact  that  the  establishment  of  cheap,  conimo** 
dious,  and  comfortable  dwellings,  on  the  plan  known  in  this  country 
as  '<  model  lodging-houses,''  and  in  France' and  Belgium  as  *'ct^< 
auvrieres,'*  is  one  of  the  most  efficacious  means  for  improving  the 
moral  condition  of  the  labouring  classes,  by,  at  the  same  time^ 
ameliorating  their  physical  condition.  Inhabiting  a  more  comfortable 
dwelling,  with  better  sanitary  provisions,  the  working  man  first  finds  the 
chances  of  sickness  diminished,  then,  by  degrees,  becomes  more  at* 
tached  to  his  home,  and,  in  the  end,  acquires  habits  of  order  and 
morality. 

Although,  through  the  philanthropic  exertions  of  Prince  Albert^ 
.the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  and  many  other  noblemen  and  gentlemen, 
we  are  familiar  with  the  mode  of  construction  and  working  of  model 
lodging-houses  on  the  English  plan,  still,  as  there  are  some  points  of 
difierence  between  this  and  the  continental  system,  especially  with 
regard  to  the  dies  auvriereSf  or  "  workmen's  cities,"  the  following 
description  of  two  of  those  institutions  now  established  in  Belgiunr^ 
will  be  found  interesting. 

The  first  is  a  large  building,  erected  in  one  of  the  suburbs  of 
Brussels  by  M.  Pauwels,  and  although  open  to  all  workmen,  without 
distinction,  it  is  principally  inhabited  by  the  artisans  employed  by 
M.  Pauwels  in  his  vast  building  establishment,  of  which  it  is  in  fact  a 
dependency.  It  is  a  plain  building,  with  a  neat  elevation,  and  con-« 
sists  of  four  principal  floors,  by  attic  and  basement.  The  entrance 
door,  which  is  in  the  centre,  has  a  slit  for  letters,  surmonnted  by  a 
brass  plate,  with  the  words  **b<nie  a  kUres^  inscribed  on  it.  The 
foremali  of  the  factory,  who  is  also  the  superintendent  of  the  hous^, 
resides  on  the  ground-floor,  where  he  has  three  rooms,  on  the  left  of 
the  passage.  At  the  end  of  the  passage,  which  is  flagged  with  stones 
a  glass  door  opens-  into  a  garden,  neatly  lai^  out.     Here  are  thd 
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requiftita  plaees  of  aocpmniodation,  and  a  paiiip»  so  consiriK^ted  ag  to 
serve  for  a  fire-engine,  in  case  of  fire,  anc)  provided  with  pipes  by 
which  water  is  raised  to  each  floor  of  the  house,  Oo  the  right  of  the 
eQtranoe  passage  is  the  reading  and  study  room ;  the  famiture  con- 
sists of  a  couple  of  long  oak  tables  and  benches,  a  desk,  some  lamps 
fixed  to  the  walls,  a  black  board,  and  an  economical  atove.  On  the 
opposite  side  is. the  library  of  selected  books,  which  are  plac^  at  the 
disposal  of  the  lodgers. 

The  basement  floor  consists  of  a  washhousc,  with  every  requisite,  a 
bath-room,  supplied  with  hot  water  from  the  washhouse  furnace,  a 
kitchen,  and  a  pantry,  with  look-up  safes  ranged  along  the  walls. 
There  arc  as  many  of  these  safes  as  there  are  separate  lodgings  in  the 
house,  and  each  lodger  possesses  one,  in  which  he  locks  up  his  provi- 
sions, domestic  utensils,  crockery,  &c.  There  is  also  a  large  vaulted 
cellar,  perfectly  dry  and  airy. 

Ascending  to  the  groi\nd-floor  again>  a  wide  and  commodious  flight 
of  stairs,  built  in  a  sort  of  tower  outside  the  house,  conducts  us  to 
the  first-floor.  Here  a  corridor  corresponds  to  the  entrance-passage 
below ;  it  is  lighted  by  a  window  at  the  end  next  the  stairs,  and  at 
the  other  by  the  glass  door  of  the  linen-room.  In  the  latter,  which 
occupies  the  end  of  the  corridor,  looking  into  the  street,  are  kept  the 
aheets  and  toweU,  of  strong  Flemish  linen,  under  the  care  of  the 
porter's  wife.  Across  the  centre  of  the  corridor  runs  a  narrow  pas- 
sage, extending  the  whole  width  of  the  building,  with  a  row  of  num- 
bered doors  on  each  aide,  opening  into  the  sleeping-rooms.  These 
are  furnished  with  an  iron  bedstead  and  spring  mattress,  a  washhand- 
stand,  which  also  serves  as  a  desk,  and  having  a  little  cupboard 
beneath  with  lock  and  key,  a  chair,  a  clothes-hors^,  and  a  row  of 
pegs  fixed  to  the  wall.  The  sides  of  the  room  are  wainscoted  with 
oak.  The  most  perfect  provisions  are  made  for  proper  ventilation, 
^here  being  an  iron  grating  above  the  door,  and  a  swing  flap  to  the 
window,  which  by  means  of  a  system  of  cords  and  pulleys,  can  be. 
opened  by  the  porter  from  his  own  room,  so  that  he  can  admit  air 
into  the  bed*rooms  when  necessary,  or  close  the  window  in  ease  of 
bad  weather  in  the  absence  of  the  k>dger,  without  the  trouble  of 
going  up  to  each  room.  The  seeond  and  third  floors  are  similariy 
arranged.  The  attic  story  is  used  for  drying  clothes  and  storing 
provisions. 

The  rent  paid  by  each  lodger  is  If.  25c.,  or  about  one  shilling  a, 
week,  for  which  he  has  a  right :  1.  To  lodging,  that  is  to  say,  sleep- 
ing accommodation ;  he  is  allowed  clean  sheets  every  three  weeks, 
and  a  clean  towel  twice  a  week ;  2,  to  the  use  of  the  kitchen,  where 
he  may  also  take  his  meals ;  8,  to  lighting ;  4,  to  hot  water  every 
day  ;  5,  to  the  use  of  the  bath  and  wash-house  ;  6,  to  the  use  of  the 
garden,  the  cellar,  and  the  drying-room,  &c. ;  7,  to  instruction, 
lessons  being  given  gratia  three  times  a  week,  from  eight  to  ten  in 
the  evening,  in  reading  and  writing  (in  Freneh  and  FEemish,)  the  four 
rules  jof  arithemetio,  lineary  drawing,  and  the  elements  of  history  and 
geography  ;  8,  to  the  use  of  the  library  ;  and  9,  to  the  use  of  tools,' 
for  his  worky  without  payment. 
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M.  Paawels  promiies  besides  to  allow  ten  per  cent,  reduction  on 
the  If.  2«5c.  of  weekly  rent,  to  those  workmen  who  steadily  follow  the 
course  of  instruction  given  as  above ;  at  the  same  time  they  are  at 
full  liberty  to  refrain  from  attending  at  all.  Bej'ond  this,  theregula-^ 
tions  leave  the  tenants  in  almost  unrestrained  independence  ;  all  they 
are  called  upon  to  do  is  to  be  within  doors  by  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
and  to  refrain  from  smoking  anywhere  except  in  the  kitchen  or  the 
garden. 

The  other  Belgian  establishment  which  we  propose  to  describe, 
is  that  founded  by  BioUey  and  Co.,  large  manufacturers  at  Verviers, 
in  1841,  for  lodging  their  numerous  workmen.  It  differs  from  that 
of  M.  Pauwels,  which  is  a  single  building,  and  intended  for  the  use 
of  siiigle  men  only,  inasmuch  as  it  consists  of  detached  dwellingsi 
adapted  for  the  residence  of  families. 

The  Biolley  die  ouvriere  is  a  single  street  of  fifty  small  houses^  situate 
at  the  extremity  of  the  town  of  Verviers,  very  prettily  placed  on  thq 
bank  of  the  river  Vesdre.  The  houses'  are  uniformly  built,  and  sq 
contrived  as  that  a  family  of  five  or  six  persons  can  be  easily  and 
separately  accommodated.  Each  house  consists  of  a  cellar,  a  largQ 
room,  and  a  kitchen  on  the  ground  floor,  and  three- small,  well-airec{ 
rooms  above  stairs,  serving  as  bed-rooms.  Every  house  is  provided 
with  a  garden,  containing  about  eighty  square  yards  of  ground.  TliQ 
rent  of  the  houses  is  from  lOOf.  to  llOf.  (4/.  English)  a  year.  Only 
the  oldest  workmen  in  the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Biolley  and  Co^i 
or  those  who  have  distinguished  themselves  by  their  good  conduct* 
are  admitted  as  tenants.  There  is  no  restriction  in  the  inhabitantSi 
except  that  they  must  not  establish  taverns. 

Besides  these  and  others  which  are  already  iu  existence,  another 
manufacturing  town  of  Belgium  has  before  it  a  project  for  a  cUi 
ouvriere  on  a  scale  much  larger  than  those  we  have  been  describing^ 
This  project,  which  has  been  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Burggraeve,  Professor 
in  the  University  of  Ghent,  and  submitted  by  him  to  the  municipal 
council  of  that  city,  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of  its^  class. 

The  entire  cite  is  comprised  within  an  inclosed  square.  At  the 
different  entrances  are  placed  shops  of  the  various  trades  necessary  to 
the  institution,  such  as  bakers,  butchers,  drapers,  taverns,  &c.  In  the 
corners  of  the  square  are  the  baths  and  washhouses,  and  in  the  centre 
is  placed  the  children's  school,  surrounded  by  a  large  railed-in  space, 
to  be  used  as  a  playground.  Adopting  the  radiating  system,  as  best 
adapted  for  ventilation  and  watching,  the  author  disposes  in  a  circle 
round  the  school  eight  large  blocks  of  buildings,  containing  from  siz^ 
teen  to  eighteen  dwellings  each,  and  separated  by  wide  spaces  ov 
squares,  in  the  midst  of  which  greens  may  be  made.  Round  the 
circumference  of  this  circle  riras  a  street  of  spacious  houses,  each 
having  its  garden. 

The  advantages  presented  by  this  plan  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view, 
and  with  regard  also  to  the  moral  and  social  well-being  of  the  work- 
ing man,  arc  incontestable.  Ventilation  well  established,  the  dwellings 
all  separated,  watching  rendered  easy,  and  the  entire  independence  of 
each  of  the  inhabitants,  are  all  essential  advantages  secured  by  the 
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plan  of  Dr,  Burggraeve.  It  haa  been  received  with  the  greatest 
warmth  in  Ghent,  and  there  is  no  reascn  to  doubt  that  it  will  be 
ultimately  carried  into  execution,  through  the  joint  aid  of  the  muni* 
cipal  and  government  administrationa  and  private  speculation. 


PRUSSIA. 

{From  the  Tunes  CorretpoHdent, ^Berlin.  Oct.  28^  lt<'d,) 

The  Prince  of  Prussia  presided  yesterday  at  a  general  meeting  of  the 
Beriin  Building  Society,  the  object  of  which  is  to  provide  bettor  and 
cheaper  dwellings  for  the  working  class.  His  lloyal  Highness  is 
patron  of  the  Society.  In  a  brief  address,  he  stated  that  the  report  of 
the  past  year  was  on  the  whole  favourable  ;  but  it  was  to  be  wblied'tliat 
the  public  would  display  more  active  sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the 
Society.  For  want  of  this  more  extended  interest  its  means  were  too 
limited  to  permit  it  to  effect  ^s  much  improvement  as  it  desired.  From 
the  Report  it  appeared,  that  the  Society  had  built  fifteen  houses,  con- 
taining 145  dwellings,  and  twenty  workshops,  all  which  were  rented 
and  inhabited  by  850  persons.  The  apathy  of  the  public  towards 
the  plan  was  compared  with  the  zealous  support  it  had  found  in 
England ;  some  of  the  details  of  the  London  establishments  were  also 
communicated.  The  most  interesting  part  of  the  report  was  that 
referring  to  the  excellent  conduct  the  renters  of  the  Society  had 
displayed.  The  rents  were  punctually  paid,  and  the  inmates  (if  any 
deficiency  arose)  frequently  assisted  each  other  rather  than  lose 
neighbours,  with  whom  they  had  become  acquainted.  The  Treasurer's 
statement  showed  a  balance  of  nearly  6,000  thalers  in  hand.  Tiie 
Prince  of  Prussia  has  presented  the  Society  with  a  series  of  drawings, 
and  a  description  of  the  model  houses  by  Prince  Albert,  near  the 
Great  Exhibition.     They  were  circulated  in  the  meeting. 
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